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Santa Claus,
reindeer to
star at Shop
Canton's
Holiday Fest

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Back for a third year and 'bigger than -
before, Shop Canton’s Family Holiday
Fest will take place Dec. 6 from noon to 4

pan. at Willow Creek Plaza on Ford Road

between Lilley and Faggerty. The event

will include a visit from Santa, a coloring
contest, strolling carolers, a live reindeer
and refreshments.

“We had
2,000-
SHOP CANTON'S FAMILY 3,00?
cople
HOLIDAY FEST il
When; Noon to 4 p.m. 50 we are
Saturday, Dec. 6 expecting
Where: Willow Creek Plaza %‘;—g;‘é:n
on Fo.rd R?qd turnout,”
What‘. A visit from SanFa, a said Karyl
coloring contest, strolling Niemi
carolers, alive reindeer and | of Shop
refreshments Canton.
“People are
starting to -

know that this is an annual event and
that it is family friendly.”

During the festivities, which have
been extended an hour because of the
event’s popularity, children and parents
will be encouraged to trick or treat
throughout Ford Road.

“The trick or treating has been a huge
hit,” said Niemi, adding that the idea of
using the traditional Halloween activ-
ity surfaced while brainstorming ways
to generate foot traffic for stores. “We
have had people tell us they had never
been in certain stores (before the trick
or treating).”

The Holiday Fest is free and open to
the public. For more information on

~ Shop Canton or to access coupons, visit

www.shopcanton.org.

tiparks@homatownlife.com | (734) 953-2170

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tammy and John Reynolds, of Canton, did holiday shopping at the Verizon store at Ford and Litley
Roads on Friday.

'Black Friday’ fallout

Despite long lines, shoppers find good
deals at local stores

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

of Tennessee. New to the festivities were
Daily’s granddaughters, Ashley, 13, and
Alexandrea, 12.

“T go out because my daughters go
out and I love them,” she said. “And my
sigters go out'because I go out and they

Bumper to bumper traffic, Santa hats
covering the heads of shoppers and over-
sized signs announcing “Nothing Held
Back” from price slashings — ‘Black love me.”

Friday’ was in full swing along Ford The group began shopping at about 4
Road. am.’

The parking lot at Kohl's, despite “It’s our day out,” said Vincent, add-
& 4 a.m. opening for early birds, was ing that the venture has become a fam-
jammed well into the afternoon. ily mainstay through Owen's annual

“T usually don’t shop on Black Friday = Thanksgiving visit to the area. “One
and I don’t think I would do this again,”  year, we just said Let’s go Christmas
laughed Barb Lanning of Canton as she  shopping!” and we have been doing it
left the discount retailer. “T had to wait  since then.”
in line about 40 minutes but I did get As the group was leaving Willow
some good deals” Creek Plaza around noon, they were

Known as the busiest retail shopping  tossing out restaurant ideas for lunch
day of the year, hitting the stores on when Osment made an announcement:
Black Friday has become a nine-year “The trunk is now full,” she laughed.
tradition for the women in Terian Daily’s At the Verizon Wireless store at
family. Canton Corners, the newly-released

Daily of Woodhaven was accompamed BlackBerry Storm phone was the hot

Friday by her daughters and her sisters,  item of the day.
Anne Marie Vincent of Canton, Shelley “It has been insane,” a store manager
Hocking of Whitmore Lake, Linda Please sce SHOPPERS, A4

Owen of Minnesota and Vicky Osment

Local teen maintains

family's Scout tradition

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Van Wicklin men know a thmg or two about the Scouting
motto of being prepared.

So, it has come as no shock to his family that 16-year-old
Jonathan Van Wicklin is following his father, uncle and grandfa-
ther in becoming an Eagle Scout.

“Scouting has been alot of fun and it has given me direction in
my thmkmg about school and takmg 1n1t1at1ve, said Jonathan,

Saturday, with his ‘
family in attendance:

teeri’s Court of Honor
ceremony, his grand-
father, Dexter, was to
be presented with an
Eagle badge to replace
the one he earned
before going off to

fight in World War IL
i “He earned his
badge in high school
and then he went off to
war and while he was
gone, his mother had
moved several times
and had misplaced his
badge,” said Jonathan’s
mother, Esther, add-
ing that the family had gotten permlssmn from the Detroit Area
Council of the Boy Scouts of America to replace the missing item.
“This is an exciting time for us because all the Van Wicklin men
will have their pins on.”

To earn his Eagle status, Jonathan, who attends Salem High
School and is a member of Troop 1539, cleared and defined
the trail in the Holliday Nature Preserve, which is located in
Westland and Canton. Leading a crew of more than 40 volun-
teers in March, the group was also able to repair a bridge and
pick up litter.

“The hardest part for me was keeping my mouth shut,” Joked

FF PHUTDGRAPHER

" BILL BRESLER |

Eagle Scout Jonathan Van Wicklin and his dad
Gary Van Wicklin, who earned the rank of Eagle
Scout in1975.

‘ Gary Van Wicklin, Jonathan's father, of the volunteer effort at

Holliday. “Whenever someone asked me a question, I told them
to talk to the boss and I think he did a good job.”

Esther said she is proud of the skills Jonatha.n has learned dur-
ing his time with scouting.

“The leadership opportunities have been wonderful,” she said.
“His Eagle Scout project was a really good task to supervise. He
handled qulte a bit and 1 know I would not have been able to do
it at his age.”

Jonathan, now in his sixth year of being a Boy Scout, was pre-
viously a Cub Scout.

“I told him the story of how I was an Eagle Scout, along with
my brother and father, and he decided to beat dad,” Gary said,
noting that his son pressed to earn Eagle status well in advance
of deadline, which would be his 18th birthday. “This has been our
family time.” _

Still, desplte the harmony of their numerous camping trips,
Jonathan grins about being in a friendly competition Wlth his
father.

“T've got more merit badges than my dad,” he said.

For more information on Troop 1539, visit www.iroopi539.org.

Ballet company's ‘Nutcracker' to light up Salem stage

done. Those that come out are

BY KURT KUBAN Greene said the dancersrange  form as the Rat King,
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER in age from small children to In addition to the companys  going to see a production very
adults, with lots of accomplished ~ dancers, there will be twospe-  comparable to the Michigan
The Sugar Plum Fairy, Snow  students. cial guest performers fromthe  Opera Theatre’s production

Queen and Herr Drosselmeyer “Our older students are very
will be some of the characters skilled, pre-professional,” he
that take center stage whenthe  said.

Plymouth-Canton Ballet Co. Nearly all of the performers
teams up with the Plymouth are from the Jocal area. Reid
Symphony Orchestra to present  Conlon from Canton will per-
The Nutcracker, Dec. 6-7atthe  form as the Nutcracker Prince

Salem High School Auditorium.  and Lauren Hansen from
According to Plymouth- Livonia will dance the role of

Canton Ballet Co. President Clara. Amber Lawson of Livonia

Beck Greene, more than 50 will perform as the Dew Drop

dancers will perform the holi-
day classic, accompanied by the
PSO’s full professional orchestra.

Tairy. Jessica Zultowski will
dance as the Snow Princess,
Erica Martin of Canton will per-
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<
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Cincinnati Ballett in Ohio: Jay
Goodlett will perform as the

+ Cavalier and Snow King, with

his partner Tricia Sundberg
dancing the Sugar Plum Fairy
and the Snow Queen. Both have
performed in many preductions,
including The Nutcracker.

Add it allup and Greene says
the group’s performance will
take audience members by sur-
prise. “We make this as profes-
sional as possible. We have huge
set pieces. The scenery is well

downtown,” said Greene, a for-
mer Canton resident who now
lives in Grosse Ile.

In addition, Greene said the
company has altered the tra-
ditional story a bit to cater to
families. There will also be two
intermissions, so the kids don't
get too antsy. “We have a little
different twist. The story is very
easy for pecple and especially
children to follow. The kids will
love this one,” he said.

The performances will be at

Bl The Plymouth-

§ Canton Ballef
B8 Company's
B upcoming
performances of
The Nutcracker
at the Salem
High School
auditorium witl
feature some 50
dancers and will
be accompanied
by the Plymouth
Symphony
Orchestra.

Following each performance
audience members may join the
performers on stage for a Sugar
Plum Parade for $2. For more
-information, visit www.plym-
outhcantonballet.org or www.
plymouthsymphony.org.

6:30 pam. Saturday, Dec. 6, and
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7. Tickets
are $18 for adults and $10 for
children up to 12. Tickets can be
ordered by phone at (734) 451
2112, online at www.plymouth-
cantonballet.org or at the door.
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The hucky winner of this
month’s Dining With the -

 Stars will be treated to
. lunch with Dick Purtan

and Purtan’s People (Big Al
Muskavito, Jackie Purtan,
Dana Mills, Rebekah
Rhodes, John “Ankles”
Stewart and Larry Lawson)
of WOMC’s Oldies 104.3:
Tell us in 100 words or
less why you want to have
lunch with Purtan and his
zany morning show crew at
Buddy’s Pizza in Farmington
Hills. E-mail your entry to
BuddysDiningStars @gmail.
com by 5 p.m. Wednesday,

Dec. 17.

In addition to lunch, the
winner will be treated to a
limo ride courtesy of Class
Plus Limo, mini-makeover -
by Sebastian and Heba of
I Design Salon and Spa in’
Dearborn, $100 gift certifi-
cate from Reaver Diamond

.Co: in Southfield and dance

exhibition by the Fred
Astaire Dance Studio in
Bloomfield Hills.

Dining With the Stars is
co-sponsored by Buddy’s
Pizza and the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

Purtan is one of

FoRrA Lunch with Purtan's People

Mlchlgan s most recognized -

on-air personalities. As host
of WOMC’s Morning Show
with Purtan's People, he
entertains his loyal listeners
with comedic commentary
and topical wit,

Purtan’s work also has
been recognized on a

national level, He has twice
. been named Billboard

magazine’s “Major Market
Air Perscnality of the Year”
and is the winner of radio’s
top prize, The National
Association of Broadcasters

MARCONI Award as “Major

Market Air Personality of
the Year.” In 20086, Purtan
was inducted into the
National Association of

- The winner of the Dining With the Stars contest will be treated toJunch with |
Dick Purtan (right) and Purtan’s People of WOMC-FM (104.3). -

For 21 years, his annual

Dick Purtan and Purtan’s

People can be heard 5-10
a.m. Monday through Friday
and 6-10 a.m. Saturdays on

Salvation Army Radiothon
has raised almost $19 mil-
lion for the Salvation Army’s

Broadcasting Hall of Fame
in Las Vegas. Only one per-
son in the radio industry is

ST e

"inducted each year. Bed & Bread program. WOMC.
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How do you find the Medicare coverage that's right for you? Let us help.
Join one of HAP' free informational workshops to bei'f@f understand which
Medicare plon meets vour specific needs.

Livonia
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2008
Thursday, Dec. 4, 2008

Plymouth
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2008

Value, Cho:ce. Experience.

Counton |t!

Medicare
Solutions

. » Routine chiropractic services
|« Acupuncture

To reserve your space at one of HAP's
free informational workshaps,

For accommeodation of persons with
special needs at sales meetings, call
toll-free at (800) 449-1515 or TDD

(313) 664-8000, Monday through Friday,
ga.m.to6 p.m,

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

- NOW OFFERING AN ENHANCED FLEXIBLE HEALTH
- OPTIONS BENEFIT* TOWARD:

~ » Membership at a gym, fitness facility or health c!ub
~» Qualified weight management program

* Benefits provided through individual pians and
employer group plans may vary.

\.

'!

Health Alliance Plan and Alliance Health and Life Insurance Company are health plans with a Medicare contract.
To envoll in these plans, you must continue to pay the Part B premiium, if applicable, if not otherwise paid for

under Medicaid or by another third party. PPO is a product of Alliance, a wholly owned subsidiary of HAP. Unused
portions of the monthly flexible health options benefit cannot be carred over to successive months. If you pay fof
an aﬁnug! membership, you will still need to mail a monthly statement to HAP in order to qualify for the beneﬁi:, :
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£ree drink refills & 25¢ corn refitls

MOVIE
GIFT CARDS

availabli at the bax office

. Now vbru Jan, 4
Phonus §1.00 sancession roupan
Sor every 810,00 in gift cards,

SHOWTIMES 11/28 - 12/2 € Nopasses

"MET- LA DAMNATION OF FAUST ENCORF
WEDNESDAY 12/3 7:00 PM

© FOUR CHRISTMASES (.13}

11:20, 1:25, 3:30, 5:35, 7:40, %45

EFRISAT LS 11:50 .

© RUSTRALIA (PG-13;

11:35, 3:00, 6:25, 8:50

o TWILIGHT (PG-13)

11:00, 1:00, 1:40, 3:40, 4:20, 6:2Q,.7;00, 900,
9:40 FRISAT LS 11:40

G BOLT (PG) 11:30, 1:45, 4:00, 8:30, 8:45
©;B0LT DISNEY DIBITAL 3D (PG) -
12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:25
FRYSAT LS 11:35 .
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE znrmcn( .
FRI-TUE, TH 11:08, 1:10, 3:15, 520 725 930
FRISAT LS 11:35 .

WED 1105, 110, 3:15 ',““;,f-:-'
ROLE MODELS (R) R |
FRI/SAT L5 11:00

LNGERING"
PROBLEM _

It somefimes happens that o

§ permanent footh grows behind §
rather than directly below a

primary tooth. Usually, the over- 3
retained baby footh wilk fall out of §
s own acceord to make way for §
the smerging permansnt teeth. If §
it doesnt, the lingering primary g
tooth may have to be exiracted §
to give The new permanent toolh §
a chance to positlon iéelf §
properly. Most  children who §
experience this doubling up of §
primary and permanent testh do
s0 only ohce. When doubling up

bottorn central  incisors, and
should not be a source of
concern. Howaver when over-
retention involves o top cenfrod
inclsor, it is often a sign of
overcrowding. which can Jnhlb{T
flossing. .

Early dental visits can keep-
watch on how tooth development
is progressing. They are an

healthy. When it's time for thelr first
visit, satlsfy your children’s naturcl §
curiosity by telling them that the
dentist Is first going to count thelr
teeth, then foke their piciure,
clean them, and see that they are
healthy, Bing along o doll o
stuffed animal, ond we'll check ifs
feeth t0o. We believe that a
hedithy smile is important at any §
age. Our office is iocoted of of §
496 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Sfe. 201,
Plymouth. Call us of 734-453- §
9413foranappointment, ,
P8, Qver-tetention ofa Amary §
tooth, may be due o & idot that &
does not rescrib properly 3 oot §
that ls tightly fused (ankylos 0§
fhe Jowbone .

8&5N MEIE Stree: ?Wﬁli’i» Méchigan %i?@—i‘iﬁ P

{;&ﬁ}! }f’ Zr‘é"f'fs

£ {

dees occur It usually involves the

important part of growing up §
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will be on hand accepting donations of canned goods,
new children’s books, and new, warm children’s clothing to
help support the Goodfellows. Santa photos by

Canton
Ledsure Services

Holiday Fest

When: Saturday, December 6, 2008
12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Gold Sponsors |

DestingyGames ~ Where: Willow Creek Shopping Plaza

IKEA Located on Ford Rd. between Haggerty and Lilley (Marshall’s Parking Lot)
Observer & Eccentric

World of Floors

Silver Sponsors Candyland Trick-or-Treat through the surrounding
ABC Warehouse malls, and...

Jimmy John' | e Carriage Ride o Give-Aways

serviceMaster Bldg. Services e Live Reindeer e Coloring Contest

Shark Club e Balloon Artists e Face Painting %
Refreshments provided by: e Carolers e Magician %
Sha:'T(yCIub e Arts & Crafts =~ o Mu5|(.:

Tony’s Coney & Grill ¢ Games e Surprises!

Event Candids by: | L e L o,

Stephanie Weatherly Photography

Brought to you by the

Canton Downtown Development Authorily,
in cooperation with the 2
Canton Chamber of Commerce

and Canton Lelsure Services. + For tons of family fun including Santa’s Stage, the Coloring
Canton Downtown Development Authority 1 Corral, entertainment, activities, and much, much more!

1150 Canton Center Rd,, (It’s located in the old Bombay store.)

Canton, Ml 48188
(734) 394-5186

During the Shop Canton for the Holidays program, we invite you to visit
Canton RESTAURANTS, HOTELS, and RETAILERS... and SAVE!

Canton Residents—Your coupon book arrived in your mailbox!

And, if j}ou don’t live in Canton...No problem!
DOWNLOAD Holiday Savings COUPONS at:

OE8633993
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AROUND CANTON
Goodfellows help percent of the total retail sales  Health Center. Schools district are eligible to
for the day. . e e enter.
Several local merchants To make a reservation, visit Pizza with Santa Cash prizes, donated by the
are hosting fund-raisers for www.indigosalonanddayspa. The Canton Rotary Club’s Friends of the Canton Public
the Canton Goodfellows. com to view the full service Pizza with Santa event will Library, in the amount of $200

Shewroom of Elegance Fine
Jewelry,' 6018 Canton Center
Road, is continuing its annual
“Goodfellows No child without
a Christmas” drive through
Dec. 5. The store will be col-
lecting canned goods and non-
perishable items and offering a
chance to win a $600 Visa card
for bringing in your canned
goods.

“This is our way to help those
children in the Plymouth-
Canton school distriet that are
in need and wouldn't otherwise
have a Christmas or food while
out of school on the holiday
break. Qur need is great this
year with over 600 children to
provide for. We need so mtich
help. Please join us in this mis-
sion,” said Linda Robin, owner
of the jewelry story. For more
information, contact the store
at (734) 207-1906 or e-mail
lindarobinl@ameritech.net.

Also, Indigo Salon and Day
Spa, located in Canton’s Cherry
Hill Village, will be holding a
Canton Goodfellow’s Gifts For
Kids Charity Day on Sunday
Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Indigo will be open for busi-
ness with a full service menu
(reservations requested) and
100 percent of the money
from services rendered will go
towards the Goodfellows goal
of providing Christmas gifts to
600 less fortunate children in
the Canton area. In addition,
Indigo will be matching 50

We éffex the meost

chandeliers and !zzmpsﬁades inAnn Arbor!

menu and price lists. Contact
Indigo at (734} 961-3245.

Holiday craft fair

Connéction Church {pre-
viously Tri~City Christian

. Center) will hold its annual

Holiday Craft Fair from.11
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dee.
6. More than 60.crafters and
vendors will be on hand. There
will also be a holiday cookie
sale and concessions area.
Admission is $1.

The church is located at 3855
8. Sheldon Road in Canton
{1/4 mile north of Michigan
Avenue).

For fair or table rental infor-
mation contact Sharon Chefan
at (734) 397-1777 or e~-mail her
at sharon@connectionchurch.
info.

Chamber luncheon

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host its annual
holiday luncheon at 11:30
a.m., Wednesday, December
3 at Summit on the Park. The
Plymouth-Canton Madrigal

Choir will be performing. Each

person is asked to please bring
an unwrapped toy or gift for
the Canton Goodfellows. Cost
of the lunch is $20.
Reservations are required.
Call the Chamber office at
(734 453-4040. Deadline for
reservations is Monday, Dec.
1. The luncheon is sponsored
by Saint Joseph Mercy Canton

qute selection. oflamps,

take place from 1-4 p.m., Dec.
13, at the Roman Forum res-
taurant, 41601 Ford Road,
Canton. Santa’s elves will be
serving pizza while children
and parents enjoy a visit with
Santa. Each child will receive
a photo with Santa — the first
200 children will receive a
frame of craft. Santa will fly in
on a helicopter at 1:30 p.m.

Cost is $5 for children 3-13,
$7 for adults, and free for chil--
dren under 3.

High school artists
wanted

The Canton Public Library
is Jooking for high school art-
ists to compete in its Martin
Luther King, Jr. art competi-
tion. Submissions for this years
theme “One Comnmunity. One
Voice.” as it relates to Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the
Canton community in art form
will be accepted by Dec. 23.

_ Students may submit paint-
ings, drawings, collage, prints,
mixed media, computer gener~
ated art or photography. All
work must be original in con-
cept, design and execution and
the student’s own work. The
contest is open to high school
students, grades 9-12. Students
who are Canton residents
or attend a public or private
school located in Canton or
within the boundaries of the
Plymouth-Canton Community

for first place, $100 for second
place and $50 for honorable
mention, will be awarded. All
submissions will be displayed
at the annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Celebration at the
Village Theater on Jan. 19.
For full details and entry
information, visit www.can-
tonpl.org/ya/artcontest.pdf
or contact the Canton Public
Library at (734) 397-0999.

Candy cane week

Members of the Canion
Lions Club will be at various
locations throughout Canton
from Dec. 12-20 to raise funds
as part of the annual Candy
Cane Week. Funds donated
by community members will
be used to assist families to
purchase eye glasses for chil-
dren, the Penrickton Center for
Blind, multiple handicapped
children and those who are
hearing impaired in the com-
munity.

“Money raised will allow
Lions to meet pressing needs
in our community includ-
ing Children who are blind
or hearing impaired. Lions
members thank everyone whe
contributes to this important
work. You are truly help-
ing Lions make a difference
in our community,” said Bill
Van Winkle, president of the
Centon Lions Club.

The Canton Lions Club has
45 members and meets on the

A bronze franchise

Curves International co-founders Gary Heavin {left) and Diane Heavin (right)
present local Curves owners Kim and David Scartelli with an award during
Curves annual convention in Crlando last month. Approximately 2,000
Curves owners, managets and employees from around the world attended
the convention. The Scartellis received the bronze franchisee of the year
award for the Midwest region. They own three Curves clubs - in Canton,
Ptymouth and South Lyon. “It's a thrill o be recognized by Curves as the
best of the best. We take great pride in offering a superior fevel of service
and quality to our members. This award truly reflects what a great Curves
club we have in Canten,” said Kim Scartelli.

will include soeializing, neigh-
bor introductions, sign ups for
more than 20 interest group
activities (playgroups, Bunco,
Scrapbooking, Book Club,
Men's Poker Night, Couples
Social, and more), and a raffle
that will benefit the Canton
Goodfellows.

There will also be a dinner
hosted by Palermo’s Restaurant
as well as dessert by Back
Home Bakery. For more infor-
mation or to receive a comple-
mentary copy of the group’s
newsletter, please visit www.,
cantonnewcomers.org or call
Melanie at (734) 207-3341.

fourth Monday of the month
at 7 p.m. at the Cherry Hill
School, 50440 Cherry Hill on
the corner of Cherry Hill and
Ridge roads. For more infor-
mation or to get involved with
the Canton Lions Club, please
contact Nancy Spencer (734)
397-8975 or johnancysp@aol.
eom,

Canton Newcomers

The Canton Newcomers
will host their next monthly
meeting at 7:15 p.m., Dec. 3
at the Sunflower Clubhouse
(45800 Hanford, west of
Canton Center).The evening
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ofihe lamp

pury Hghting paesion

415 5, maple in ann arbor
734-769.7019

m-f Qam-5:30pm

sat Sam-3pm
ww.topofthelamp.com

munity Work
Opportumtles

began shopping at 6:30 a.m.

“We went to Target, we went to Radio Shack, we went to the
mall and now were at Verizon,” she said.
“And now, we're broke,” her husband chimed in.

tlparks@hometownlife.com
{734} 9532170

Trouble coping?
Feeling anxious? |
Depressed? |

You’re not alone.

Get help from someone
who understands.

Bernadette Angeles MD
Board Certified
Adult Psychiatrist

- St. John Health System/Providence
Park Medical Office Building
26850 Providence Parkway
Suite 410 « Novi, MI 48374

248-465-4335

Most major insurances accepted

QEGE53078

Lampshade SALE s st

Bring tn this ad for these theo Do oin, said in between servicing customers.

by LAM?S}’ }AD{_ i’*?t 15% OFF Tammy Reynolds of Canton said she opted to beat the Black i

BUY 2 LAMPSHADES Get 20% OFF Friday rush and pre-ordered the popular new gadget, but had i

BUY 3 LAMPSHADES Get 30% OFF dropped.in to get a cell phone for her son. f
e | A Reynolds, who was joined by her husband, John, said the two g

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOBRAPHER

Hours after the 4 a.m. opening on Friday, the parking lot of Koh!" son Ford
Road was stitl crowded. :

Announcing!

now ar Arthur Murray!

FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has never been sofast..
and so much fun! The passion and technique-
of Wotld Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers,
packed into the perfect fitness system.

Ycu’i! tmfe it and anyone can dn t

TRJM DOWN NOW-

. Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exetcise concept
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while
getting a 360° total core workout.

' CALL TODAY

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready,
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session,

T

Franchived Dance Btaing

ote Rhythms Creators

Julia Powess
12 time LS, Champion
&

+ Joanna Kitnitz
10 time International Champion

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! wm

Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Drop-Ins Welcome e Start Anytim
Call For Class Schedul‘es o

Franchised Dance Stud:os

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250

Northville
(befween Northvifle Rd. & Haggerty)

248.349.1133

248 333 '6 90
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Change, for better or worse

Local producer
creates dramatic
series

BY REBECCA JONES
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“Your life’s about to
change,” says The Blind Man
to Nolan Stokes in the pilot
episode of New Directions,

a dramatic series filmed in

and around Detroit and being

shopped to networks.

It’s about a clandestine life
makeover program that uses
divining methods such as
tarot cards, dice or a flip of
a coin to determine where a
petson’s life needs to go.

“It could be good, could
be bad,” said writer Michael
Davis of Detroit.

“They make that come true
no matter what,” said execu-

tive producer Matthew Peach,

of Livonia. And the results
are filmed for the benefit of

an Internet viewing audience.

The pilot episode, “The
Makeover,” was shown at a
screening party Saturday at

the Museum of Contemporary

Art Detroit.
Principal character Nolan
Stokes is a guy in his mid-

Since 1851

;‘HoorYuanends

The producers of “New Directions:” Chuck Cirgenski of Hamtramek (from

left), Mike Davis of Detroif, T.J. Suliot of Mount Clemens, Matthew Peach of

Livenia and Mike Madigan of Troy.

30s, played by Vincent
Rasnick of Clawson. Stokes is
unemployed, broken up with
his girlfriend, and lives like a
slob. “His life kind of sucks,”

Rasnick said. When his friend

recommends him for a life
makeover, Nolan meets The

Blind Man (David Durham of

Garden City), who warns of
trouble ahead.

Other local actors in the
cast include Jordan Brun of
Canton, and Mary Gibbs of
Redford.

Mike Madigan of Troy is
the director.

Qur customers are

our No. 1 priority.

Standard instaliation

on any carpet installed -
by 12/31/08.

Plus - Save 10%

with this coupon

*Minimum 240 sq ft.

Prior sales excluded.
Some restrictions apply.

._5,'|)_'E .'MéNab'b '.co Floori.ng' |

-3125(} S Mllford Road Milford » 1-800-544-2016

y, Noon t¢ 5

Come back before 10 am and
$2.00 OFF
any Coffee or Green Tea Smoothie

Davis and his writing
partner T.J. Suliot of Mount
Clemens created the series
and have finished scripts

-for the entjire first season,

should the show be p:cked
up. The Blind Man's motives
are revealed, and other char-
acters meet their fate, which
is sometimes good, but more
often creepy.

“It’s a conspiracy theorxst 5
dream,” Rasnick said.

The pilot received great
feedback at a screening in
Royal Oak this summer, said
Peach. His next step is to take

get

An eptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

~24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day -
-On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Planned Activities

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

-Wander Secured/Enclosed 00urtyard
-Medication Management

~Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Incontinence Management -

-Beauty & Barber Shop

CANTON

OECB4690830

Jordan Brun of Canton has a oIe in th pilot episode of 'New Directions."

ing,” Davis said.
“There’s a lot of talent
here.”

“The Makeover” episode to
New York for meetings with
network executives.

“If we find someone who is
really interested, that’s great.
If not, the Internet is a pow-

erful tool. We'll be moving
forward on our own,” he
said.
Pre-production work on.
future episodes is underway.
“We're going to keep roll-

rrjones®hometownlife.com
(734} 953-2054

m T@days Maﬂ(ei While no one knows where the
It's The Greatest "°/ ® neadne.vou can

take comfort In knowing where

Bankiﬂg Perk Of All.  comerica Bank has been.

Right here, since 1849,

With almost 160 years o~
experience behind us, you
can bank with confidence. R

838-232-136& * gomerica.com’

3
g
2
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Hefp Wanled-General ¢lLU)

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
seeks highly motivated persan
with paople & anima! skills for
pet care, cleaning & office pro-
cedures. PO Box 51594,

Livonia, Ml 48151-5594

APPOINTMENT SETTER
Iceal for anyors who can't
get out to work. Wark from
home PT, schedule pick-
ups far Purple Heart. Call
9-5, M-F 734-728-4572

25 Words + 13

Million Homes =
Great Results

You can market your
product to 13 million
househoids throughout
North America Dy plac-
ing your classified ad in
more than 800 subur-
ban newspapers like
this ong for only $895.
One phone call, one
invoice, one low pay-
ment is afl it takes. Call
the Suburban Classified
Advertising Network fax-
on-demand service at
800-356-2061 or 312-
644-6610 x4731 to
speak with a sales
coordinator,

 Help Wanied-General 5000

Banking

Do you want to join a
professional team where
your co-workers
are cooperative,
self motivated and willing
to get the ob done? At

dfcu

Gz F Al
{1 ki

We are hiring part-time
employees for our branch
~ gffices and our
Call Center.

MEMBER
RELATIONS REPS

Teller Dutiss
Cash handling & product
sales. Goal orianted sales
xp. Tequired. Intanse six
week paid tralning manda-
tory. Classes scheduled for

January and February,
Must be availale to work
Mon-Fri. 9:152m-6:30pm.
Saturday €15am-2:30pm.

Accepting applications

through Dec. 12, 2008.

MEMBER SERVICE
AGENTS

Cail Center Dulies
.Gustamer Service and goal
orignted sales experience
required. intense six week
paid fraining mandatory.
Next class scheduled for
Januagy. Must be available
to work

Mon-Fri. 9:15am-6:30pm.
Baturday 3:15am-2:30pm.

Accepling applications

through: Dee, 19, 2008,

Both positions require
financia) or retail sales
axperiance.

Complete job descriptions
availabie at:
gleufinancial.com

Apply in person at any
DFCU Financial
Branch Office
Credit record in good
standing required.

EOE.

CHECK OUT THESE EXCITING CAREER 01

Hela Wanted-General @

BILLING & .
DATABASE
GOORDINATOR

Tech. society in Farmington

Hills sesks highly crganized

and detail-orienfed individuat
to perform a wide variety of
duties that requires database
management, administrative
and order fulfillment skilis.
Position available end of
January. . Must be adept at
multitasking; proficient in MS
Cffice, including Word, Excel,
Access. Database exp. a plus.

Resume and salary req:
HR Director - Cent.
P.0. Box 9094
FarmEagton Htlé:, M 48333-

90
FAX: 248-848-3711
Barb.cheyne@contrete.org

Boakkeaper, must know
Quickbooks, P/T, flexibie hrs,
fon-smoking office, Excel/
Word, bank reconciliations.

gdastaff@gmail.com

Childcare Giver Assistant
Part-Time

Must love children & be

MATURE. Fun jeb, no pres-

sure. Marcy: 248-557-6879

CLEANERS/JANITOREAL
PT evenings available now
Farmington Hills, Nov &
sUirounding argas
(586) 759-3700

CLEANERS/JAMITORIAL
PT evenings available now
Farmington Hills, Novi &
surrounding areas (586) 759-
3700

Custegial help wanted
Morning hours/ Part time,
Basic cleaning skitls and trans-
portation a must. Backgrotnd
check raquired. Please cail

24872241462 EQ.E.

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Do special wark. - Assist per-
sons we serve in their home
and community. $8,30 per hr,

| plus good benefits.. Sail:

248-360-9657, 248-437-7535
248-046-4425

Seil it all with
Observer & Eccentric

1-800-579-SELL

Help Wanted-Generai {4

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Enjoy hslping others. Assist
persons we serve with daily
living. $8.50 + good benefits.
§.lyonarea: 248-573-5023
Ann Arher:  734.238-8015

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Join the team.
Assist persons we serve: in
residential settings, $7.65 total
plus good hanefits,
Livania: 734-469-4523
734-469-4519, 246-474-0263

DIRECT CARE STAFF
To wark with developmentally
disablad aduits. Westland arsa.
Call Mon-Fri.  734-585-3253

SR ER e N
DRIVER/AIDE

Transporiation Bapt,
Qualifications: Must mest
required  Bus  Driver
Certification regquirements.
Must possess Commercial
Driver License {CDL) with
class "B’ endorsemant.

Apply enline at:
http://wwesd.net
or coma 1o Human
Resources o use the
oniine application system
WAYNE WESTLAND
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
36745 Marguette
Westland, Mi 48185
EDE

Posting closes:
December 11, 2008

83‘1‘8&!?!5& Foreven m

S o

EMBRO{DERY OPERATOR
Fult-Time. Prefer experience
but willing to train. Cartoa.

For appt: (734) 416-9941

Don't take a
chance....

...place your ad
in The Observer
& Eccentric
Classifieds today!

1-800-579-SELL

 Help Wamed-ﬁenerai @

GENERAL OFFICE/
ACCOUNTING - PT

Tech. society In Farmington
Hiils seeks detail-oriented indi-
vidual to perferm a wids vari-
ety ot general office adminis-
tration &nd accounting duties,
such as accounts payable/
recelvable, correspondence,
reporis.  Must be adept al
muititasking; sroficient in MS
Office, including Word, Excel,
Access. Position starts end of
January. Database exp. a plus.

Resume and salary req:
HR Direetor - Acct,

P.0. Bax 9094
Farmington HiMs, 8 48333.8004
FAX: 248-848-3771
Barh.cheyne@:conerete.ory

Grounds-Part Time
loaking for someone to assist
with snow removal.

Graekside of Farmingion.
Call 248-474-4400

It’s
all
here!

Cainy RN ®

1-808-579-SELL

wiow.hometoumlife.com

+ 0if Change

Technicians 4.
10 Minute Off Shange experi-
ence or will train. FT &/or PT.

Farmingtor Hills. % mile W, of
Farmington Rd, 248-478-1313
Holiday Help
$17.25 base-appl.
PT/FT, flex schedules
preat for students/others.

- Gall Today (248) 426-4405

Ta place your ad here contact us at
careers@hometownlife.com
or call 734-953-2079

‘

Help Wanted-General @

Maintenance -

Service Technician
Full-Time position. Slavik
Management is sesking a
fuii time Service Technician
for a beautiful apartment
community  located . in
Rochestes Hills, MI. This
pasition will Rave you prep-
ping apartments for move-
in,  complating  service
reguests and maintaining
the grounds. Applicants
myst be  mechanically
inctined, able to climb a fad-
der, seli-motivated, dep-
endable, ard abie to it 50
Its. Must be ahle to work
overtime/on caft and be
available in the winter for
show removal,

Please {ax/send resame

1o the following:
248-852-5320
The Essex at Hampton
64 Vitage Cir.

Rochester Hitls, Mi 48307

or confact: E2(1)1!3-852-7.’:["1
E

Apply at: 34680 W. 8 Mile Rd., |

SERVERS - Part Timg
Needed at senfor residence in
Wastiand. Accepting applica-
tions at 37501 Joy &d.,

Westland M 48185

L2l 1o place 4 :
1-B08-879-SELL{TA56) |
TEACHER NEEDED

For Private Day school in
Ozkland County. Must have
Pre-Schoal and Kindergarten

experience. Call for interview:

248-357-1740

-Or fax resume 248-357-6361

Hely Wanted-Clfice
Clerieal

RECEPTIONIST
For busy medical office in
Troy. Answering phones &
graeting patients. PT/FT.
[ Benefits possibie.
Fax resume: 248-649-5426

Hetp Wanted-Dental ' '

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Exp'd. Westlapd office.
Part-Time or Full-Time,

‘Fax resume: 734-425-7675

Help Wanted-Dental @

DENTAL ASSISTANT
Full time. Joir-our. great team
in our beautifu} state of the art
office in Plymouth. Some exp.
preferred but will train the right
person. Call 734-453-9250

Dentat Receptionist
FT. Exp. in dental office need-

ed. Must he positive, upbeat, |

people oriented, ard able to
multi-task. Farmington area
office. -

Fax resume: (248) 474-0852

JENTAL TECHKICIAN
Small erewn & bridge dental
fab in Garden City looking for
technician for piece work or
P, Call Anne 734-620-1250

Hypienist
English & Spanish speaking.
P/T. Must ba positive,
Fax resume: (248) 474-0052

Help Warited-Medical @

Histotechnologist
Mohs surgeon seeks
HistoTeck with frozen saction
experience to process fresh
tissue with Mohs frozen sec-
tion technigues in his expand-
ing, private practice. Back-
ground in histology, cryostat
preparation ard maintenance,
and histo-chemical staining s
essential. Full or pari-time,
axcellant pay and benefits.

Ann Arbor area.
Fax resume today:
734-996-8767
or a2derm@aal.com
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
FULL-TIME, Send rasume to:

43422 Wast Oaks Drive, PMB
#1857, Novi, M) 48377-3300

MEDICAL ASSISTANT

| Fuli-Time for busy internal

medical office in Troy, Must
hiave 1-2 yrs. axp. and be pro-

ficient in EKG, injection, and
1 phiebotorny, Fax resume to

Kim: 248-267-6791

Medical Assistant
Medical office . seeks - experi-
enced Receptionisi. Must
have strong computer' & mgd-
Ical insurange knowledge. Fui!

{ Time with exe, pay & benefits.

Plymouth/Ann Arbor area.

Fax resume to; 734-996-8767 | |

or Email: a2derm@aol.com

| children. Fax resume:

re spportenities see our “award ﬁséﬁniag” classified section!

Help Wanted-Medical

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Pediatric exp. preferred.
Flexible hrs.- Farmington
Hils & Troy. Benefits,
401K, fiexible spending
plans & medical care for

248-788-4297

] nized Home Health Care

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Posltion available for experi-
enced MA in fast paced famity
practice. Referances required,
Fax resume to: 248-474-4224

OPTOMETRIC ASSISTANT
Part-Time, for private office.
Exp. preferred. Plgase fax
resume: (248) 427-9610

PHYSICAL THERAPY
RECEPTIONIST
Northviite FT, Wixorn PT clinic.

Seeks Exp'd. Receptionist,
Fax resume: 734-416-3803
or: ppts@bignet.net

‘BN
Great Car
Great Care
Great Career

Seeking
*RNs
sHome Health

Aides
Full-Tims
positions available in
Home Health & Hospice
LIVONIA OFFICE

Join & nationally recog-

Provider with a reputation
for- providing outstanding
patient outcomes. Exc.
Compensation & Benefits.
Exp. in Home Meaith Care
& Hospice desired.

Sze our Website:
Greailakes
HomeHealth,.com
Apnpiy for our
Livenia offize emiine.
or fax rasume to:
866-207-3091

GREAT ) Lais

Howe Houre ape Hroe

800-379-1600

EQE

Help Wanted-Medical @

RNs, LPNs, PT & MSW
Needed for home visits,
PT & FT wibenefits,
Calt: 248-968-9714
or fax tasurme: 246-968-8715

Helf] Wahied-Salés @

Retaif
Jewsiry Sales
SEASONAL
P TG $20/HR -
734-626-3208 Fax 525-1443
jobs@]eweiryexchange.com

Telemarketing/Sales
Looking to hire Telemarketing/
Seles. Minimum stariing pay
$8/hour plus commission,

Evaning hours.
M1 Property Maintenance
Livonia 734-793-5135

Help Wanted-Damestie @

Housekeeper wanted
Female under 58 yes okt pre-
ferred. Good pay. Living quar-
ters furnishéd. Localed ia
Brownsville, Texas

734-306-0581

Look in your

@berver (s Erventric

CLASSIFIEDS

A8 all
aboul
resulis!

To Place An

Ad Call:
{ 800.579-SELL

Fax:
- 734.953:2232

> bufidmydreamteam.com or 877-Fill-A-Job

*A” TEAM
H? TE

8611679

puchomelventife.com §

i

i
o
i
i
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~ McCotter hopeful government will approve support for Big3

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFFWRITER

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, is hopeful that the Big 3 auto
companies will get support from the
federal government.

“No one has closed the door on a
bridge loan,” McCotter said Tuesday.
“Last week there was a lot of political
posturing.”

McCotter was one of the leaders
among Republican House members
who defeated the original $700 billion
Wall Street bailout bill.

Last week he was a strong voice
in support of a $25 billion federal
“bridge loan” to the Big 3 automakers,

Congressional leaders grilled the
top executives of the auto companies
last week and demanded that they

Local

return to Congress
with a detailed plan
for how they intend to
spend the $25 billion.
MeCotter said mem-
bers of Congress need
to be disabused of
the idea that the auto
companies have not
been restructuring.

“We've seen people
suffering through the restructuring
process. Right here in my (i1th) dis-
trict. Wixom is closed, other plants
are underutilized, people are laid off,”
MecCotter said.

He said that an earlier $25 billion
in aid to the auto companies to help
retool for more energy efficient cars
was funding to cover an “unfunded
mandate” {0 produce more energy

McCotter

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Farrand Elementary
School teacher MaryLu
Fryberger was searching for
something for kidstodo asa
physical activity, either during
recess or after school, someone
asked if she’d ever heard of the
international Girls on the Run
program.

The question sent Fryberger
to cyberspace to research the
program which, as it turns out,
is an intervention program
that encourages pre-teen girls
1o develop self-respect and
healthy lifestyles.

It seerned like a good fit to
Fryberger, who organized a
Farrand team to take partin
the 10-week program, being
run locally by the Plymouth
YMCA. That’s why the Farrand

efficient vehicles. McCotter and other
Michigan representatives have been
critical of higher corporate average
fuel efficiency standards, The Bush
Administration has argued that the
auto companies should use some of
that money to tide them over through
the end of the year.

He said the auto companies did not
come to the federal government to ask
for money to support their restructur-
ing. He said they only came after the
banking crisis made it difficult for
them to sell cars and forced them to
“burn through cash.” He said they are

“victims” of the crisis not the cause of
the crisis.

McCotter and other Republicans
favored a private investment plan
to buy up so-called toxic debts from
investments banks. A revised Senate

girls beat the “Flurry” to finish program

version of the federal bailout was

- passed in the Senate and House and

signed by President George W. Buish.
Since the bill was passed, Secretary of
the Treasury Henry Paulson has spent
about half of the approved amount
but has changed the original invest-
ment strategy.

MeCotter said if the government is
going to provide $700 billiont in an
attempt to stabilize the economy, then
some of that money should be'used to
help get “an essential industry back
on its feet.”

He said helping the auto industry
will help prevent more foreclosures
brought on by unemployment in the
auto industry.

MeCotter said the recent defeat
of Rep. John Dingell, D-Dearborn,
as chair of the House Energy and

The Farrand Elementary team braved cold temperatures to take part in Sunday's "Flurry Scurry” to wrap up the 10-
week Girls on the Run program.

' Commerce Commlttee by Rep. Henry
Waxman, D-Calif., is a huge problem.
“For 50 years, we've had a person
protecting our jobs and prosperity. It's
a huge loss,” McCotter said. N
He said Dingell’s defeat is indicative
of the infighting in the Democratic
Party between environmentalists
and labor unions. He said Waxman’s
victory is a sign of the direction that
President-elect Barack Obama’s
administration will be taking in sup-
port of an environmentalist agenda.
MecCotter said he was taking a
wait and see attitude about Obama’s
recently named economies team, led:
by his nominee for Treasury secretary
Timothy Geithner.
“He says he will act boldly and
swiftly: His party is running the
Congress,” McCotter said.

MIKE'S FANTASTIC
SAVINGS

SALE VALID DEC. 1 - DEC. 7

Fresh Ground Beef

Family Pack

team, with Fryberger and
assistant coaches Krystle
Gariepy and Lindsay DeRose,
braved the chilly temperatures
Sunday to take part in the
first “Flurry Scurry” 5K run
to celebrate completion of the
program.

“It seemed so uplifting
for the girls at our school,”
Fryberger said. “It promotes
healthy habits, and gives the
girls more respect for them-
selves.”
Nearly 150 girls took part in
the 10-week program at eight
elementary schools (Allen,
Bentley, Bird, Farrand, Is-
bister, Eriksson, Smith and
Workman), plus one “Girls on

Track” team from West Middle
School. _

According to Alli Phillips, the
Girls on the Run coordinator
for the Plymouth YMCA, the
girls met twice a week for the
10 weeks, with 19 volunteer
coaches spear-heading the cur-
riculum.

Phillips said the volunteers
Lielped the girls focus on‘a vari-
ety of areas such as learning
self-esteem, positive emotional,
social and physical develop-
ment and conflict resolution.
The program culminated in
Sunday’s 5K run.

"All of these are things girls
need going into the ‘rough’
years in middle and high

Check us out on the Web every day
- athometownlife.com

school, and they combine it
with the physical nature,”
Phillips said. “The girls get a .
huge self~esteem boost. They
also learn a lot of life skills,
how to deal with friends, how
1o voice their emotions, how to
express how they're feeling.”
Emily Caragay, 8, a student -
at Bird Elementary, said the
sessions were helpful and she
learned one big lesson about
herself.

“l met new friends, and 1
learned I could run a 5K,”

i

Saturday, Dec. 6th
9 am- 4 pm
SE corner of Lilley & Cherry Hill

Canton
LUNCH AVAILABLE » BAKE SALE

Admission $2.00
Under 12 Free
staberaftshow@yahoo.com

find aj

closetoh

will run again in the spring

Jinvolved can call Phillips at the

Emily said.
“T thought it would be fun,
and it was a lot of fun.”
Phillips said the program

(around March), and “we’re
always looking for more volun-
teers, more coaches.”

Anyone wishing to get

Plymouth YMCA, (734) 453-
2904.

bkadrich@hometowniife.com
(734) 953-2153

Fresh Grud A

CUT UP

OVEQE34248

Fresh Ground Beef

 GROUND
SIRLOIN

Family Pack

Boneless Beef

Lean Boneless

BUTTERFLYS 14!

PORKCHOPS @ ,,

Boneless

ENGLISH
GUT ROAST

2 Roast Family Pack

llﬂl.lDAY GOIJPIIN

511 12-400

00
OFF

1 Purchase of $50 or more Il Purchase of $100 or more
Limit $5 off with this coupon when ﬂé}

spending $50 in a single transaction,
excluding tobacco, alcohol, money grams,
lottery tickets, postage, phone cards, li

Gift cards ar pharmacy.
Limit one coupon par farmily.
I Coupen good thru December 7, 2008,
Betailer: send to SUPERVALUE,

#210

'ﬂf‘

HOLIDAY COUPON

§11-12-800

102

#211

Lirmit $10 off with this coupon wher

spending $100 in a single transaction,
E@ excluding tobacco, alcohol, money grams,
lottery tickets, postage, phone cards,

gift cards or pharmacy. .
.,i Limit one coupon per family.
Eii Coupon good thri December 7, 2008,
Retailer; send to SUPERVALUE

g | 4015 Executive Bive, Ft, Wayne, IN 46808, @1{ 4815 Executive Blvd, Ft, Wayne, IN 48608,
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f°fEafafu¥';;p;%% Battle over Blue Cross reform continues in lame-duck session

, Breakfast i

Klds
" under 12 eat

FREE!

BY HUGH GALLAGHER duck,” Cox said inameetingwith  after months of hearings and the insuranee commissioner and
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER Observer & Eccentric editors since then the legislation has my office,” Cox said. “Blue Cross

Nov. 20. “They come back the been stalled. In additionto Cox,  rejected it. In lame duck, they
Attorney General Mike Coxhas  first Tuesday after Thanksgiving, thebills have alsobeenopposed  don't have hearings. I won't hap-

been making the mediaroundsin  schedule three days that weekand by commercial insurers, the " pen. Itis purely backroom.”
his continuing battle against indi-  three days the next week, they Consumers Union, AARP and BCBS is a not-for-profit insur-
vidual market health care reform  won't have hearings.” the UAW. ance company chartered by the
bills that would benefit Blue Cross ~ Blue Cross Blue Shield has “The Senate took five or six state of Michigan since 1939 as
Blue Shield of Michigan but,he ~ been promoting the reform months holding hearings. They  the health care insurer of last
- argues, would bebad for consurn-  legislation for morethanayear.  held atleast nine hearings and resort. It receives special tax
} BRAY'S Humburgel's ers. Last fall, legislation was passed ~ came up with a radically different  advantages in exchange for pro-

“We are worried about them quickly through the Michigan version which gave Blue Crossa ~ viding state-mandated services

35650 Ford Road ¢ 2 Blocks W. of?Wavne Road trying to push through any one House of Representatives. The lot of things, but also kept alotof  and state-rate regulation.
,54 ,22 2950 Sﬂ;}mbjﬁzﬂ?: ﬁ:]m of the five or sixversionsinlame  Senate approved its own bill consumer protectionintheroleof ~ The company has been seeking

Ulidng Dl et relief from the growing burden of

providing individual health insur-
ance policies for those not covered -

by a group policy. The individual
market is expected to grow in the
coming years as small businesses
no longer offer health coverage,
more people work as independent
contractors and more workers are
laid off. '

CONSUMER PROTECTION

BCBS has argued in favor of
creating a risk pool into which
it would contribute the largest
share, but other health insurers
in the state would be required to
participate. BCBS accounts for
about 70 percent of health care
coverage in the state. BCBS is
also asking for changes in how its
rates are approved. A separate hill
would allow BCBS to expand its
for-profit insurance subsidiaries,
the largest being the Accident
Fund, which writes workmen's
compensation insurance.

Cox argues that the various
iterations of the bills being pro-
posed do not address his major
concerns. He said he is especially
concerned that his office and the
governor’s office, through the
insurance conmussmner, would
have less say over rate increases. y

“Every single version allows i
them to charge the sick and :
elderly more. Right now, they are
required to charge everyonein
the same market the same,” Cox
said. '
He said the original legislation
ook his office and the insurance
commissioner cornpletely out.

“The new mantra is that we are
still in the picture, but were really
not,” he said. “We couldn't ask for
a hearing until they exceeded 80
percent (rate increase). Now my
office is able to intervene for any
rate hike.”

State Rep. Marc Corriveau,
D-Northville, said he has been
asked by House Speaker Andy
Dillon, D-Redford, to head a
joint House-Senate committee to
reach a compromise between the
two chambers. He emphasized
that the current version is not his

v . ‘| bill, but a reworking of House and
e .| Senate bills.
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demand a rate hearing, Corriveau
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Commercial carriers operate
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ment them immediately,
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