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Santa Claus, 
reindeer to 
star at Shop 
Canton's 
Holiday Fest 

BY TIFFANY I . PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Back for a third year and bigger than 
before, Shop Canton's Family Holiday 
Fest will take place Dec. 6 from noon to 4 
p.m. at Willow Creek Plaza on Ford Road 
between Lilley and Haggerry. The event 
will include a visit from Santa, a coloring 
contest, strolling carolers, alive reindeer 
and refreshments. 

"We had 

SHOP CANTON'S FAMILY 
HOLIDAY FEST 
When: Noon to 4 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 6 

Where: Willow Creek Piaza 

on Ford Road 

What: A visit f rom Santa, a 

coloring contest, strol l ing 

carolers, a live reindeer and 

refreshments 

2,000-
3,000 
people 
last year, 
so we are 
expecting 
an even 
bigger 
turnout," 
said Karyl 
Niemi 
of Shop 
Canton. 
"People are 
starting to 

know that this is an annual event and 
that it is family friendly." 

During the festivities, which have 
been extended an hour because of the 
event's popularity, children and parents 
will be encouraged to trick or treat 
throughout Ford Road. 

"The trick or treating has been a huge 
hit," said Niemi, adding that the idea of 
using the traditional Halloween activ­
ity surfaced while brainstorming ways 
to generate foot traffic for stores. "We 
have had people tell us they had never 
been in certain stores (before the trick 
or treating)." 

The Holiday Fest is free and open to 
the public. For more information on 
Shop Canton or to access coupons, visit 
www. shopcanton.org. 

tlparksdtiometownlife.com j (734) 953-2170 

Tammy and John Reynolds, of Canton, did holiday shopping at the Verizon store at Ford and Lilley 
Roads on Friday. 

'Black Friday'fallout 
Despite long lines, shoppers find good 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Bumper to bumper traffic, Santa hats 
covering the heads of shoppers and over­
sized signs announcing "Nothing Held 
Back" from price slashings — 'Black 
Friday1 was in full swing along Ford 
Road. 

The parking lot at Kohl's, despite 
a 4 a.m. opening for early birds, was 
jammed well into the afternoon. 

"I usually don't shop on Black Friday 
and I don't think I would do this again," 
laughed Barb Lanning of Canton as she 
left the discount retailer. "I had to wait 
in line about 40 minutes but I did get 
some good deals." 

Known as the busiest retail shopping 
day of the year, hitting the stores on 
Black Friday has become a nine-year 
tradition for the women in Terian Daily's 
family. 

Daily of Woodhaven was accompanied 
Friday by her daughters and her sisters, 
Anne Marie Vincent of Canton, Shelley 
Hocking of Whitmore Lake, Linda 
Owen of Minnesota and Vicky Osment 

of Tennessee. New to the festivities were 
Daily's granddaughters, Ashley, 13, and 
Alexandrea, 12. 

"I go out because my daughters go 
out and I love them," she said. "And my 
sisters go out because I go out and they 
love me." 

The group began shopping at about 4 
a.m. 

"It's our day out," said Vincent, add­
ing that the venture has become a fam­
ily mainstay through Owen's annual 
Thanksgiving visit to the area. "One 
year, we just said 'Let's go Christmas 
shopping!' and we have been doing it 
since then." 

As the group was leaving Willow 
Creek Plaza around noon, they were 
tossing out restaurant .ideas for lunch 
when Osment made an announcement: 
"The trunk is now full," she laughed. 

At the Verizon Wireless store at 
Canton Corners, the newly-released 
BlackBerry Storm phone was the hot 
item of the day. 

"It has been insane," a store manager 

Please see SHOPPERS, A4 
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Local teen maintains 
family's Scout tradition 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Van Wicklin men know a thing or two about the Scouting 
motto of being prepared. 

So, it has come as no shock to his family that 16-year-old 
Jonathan Van Wicklin is following his father, uncle and grandfa­
ther in becoming an Eagle Scout. 

"Scouting has been a lot of fun and it has given me direction in 
my thinking about school and taking initiative," said Jonathan, 

who became an Eagle 
Saturday, with his 
family in attendance. 

D uring the township 
teen's Court of Honor 
ceremony, his grand­
father, Dexter, was to 
be presented with an 
Eagle badge to replace 
the one he earned 
before going off to 
fight in World War II. 

'He earned his 
badge in high school 
and then he went off to 
war and while he was 
gone, his mother had 
moved several times 
and had misplaced his 
badge," said Jonathan's 
mother, Esther, add­

ing that the family had gotten permission from the Detroit Area 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America to replace the missing item. 
"This is an exciting time for us because all the Van Wicklin men 
will have their pins on." 

To earn his Eagle status, Jonathan, who attends Salem High 
School and is a member of Troop 1539, cleared and defined 
the trail in the Holliday Nature Preserve, which is located in 
Westland and Canton. Leading a crew of more than 40 volun­
teers in March, the group was also able to repair a bridge and 
pick up litter. 

"The hardest part for me was keeping my mouth shut," joked 
Gary Van Wicklin, Jonathan's father, of the volunteer effort at 
Holliday. "Whenever someone asked me a question, I told them 
to talk to the boss and I think he did a good job." 

Esther said she is proud of the skills Jonathan has learned dur­
ing his time with scouting. 

"The leadership opportunities have been wonderful," she said. 
"His Eagle Scout project was a really good task to supervise. He 
handled quite a bit and I know I would not have been able to do 
it at his age." 

Jonathan, now in his sixth year of being a Boy Scout, was pre­
viously a Cub Scout. 

"I told him the story of how I was an Eagle Scout, along with 
my brother and father, and he decided to beat dad," Gary said, 
noting that his son pressed to earn Eagle status well in advance 
of deadline, which would be his 18th birthday. "This has been our 
family time." 

Still, despite the harmony of their numerous camping trips, 
Jonathan grins about being in a friendly competition with his 
father. 

"I've got more merit badges than my dad," he said. 
For more information on Troop 1539, visit www.troopl539.org. 

Eagle Scout Jonathan Van Wicklin and his dad 
Gary Van Wicklin, who earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout in 1975. 

Ballet company's 'Nutcracker' to light up Salem stage 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Sugar Plum Fairy, Snow 
Queen and Herr Drosselmeyer 
will be some of the characters 
that take center stage when the 
Plymouth-Canton Ballet Co. 
teams up with the Plymouth 
Symphony Orchestra to present 
TheNutcrackeri'D&c. 6-7 at the 
Salem High School Auditorium. 

According to Plymouth-
Canton Ballet Co. President 
Beck Greene, more than 50 
dancers will perform the holi­
day classic, accompanied by the 
PSO's full professional orchestra. 

Greene said the dancers range 
in age from small children to 
adults, with lots of accomplished 
students. 

"Our older students are very 
skilled, pre-professional," he 
said. 

Nearly all of the performers 
are from the local area. Reid 
Conlon from Canton will per­
form as the Nutcracker Prince 
and Lauren Hansen from 
Livonia will dance the role of 
Clara. Amber Lawson of Livonia 
will perform as the Dew Drop 
Fairy. Jessica Zultowski will 
dance as the Snow Princess. 
Erica Martin of Canton will per­

form as the Rat King. 
In addition to the company's 

dancers, there will be two spe­
cial guest performers from the 
Cincinnati Ballett in Ohio: Jay 
Goodlett will perform as the 
Cavalier and Snow King, with 
his partner Tricia Sundberg 
dancing the Sugar Plum Fairy 
and the Snow Queen. Both have 
performed in many productions, 
including The Nutcracker. 

Add it all up and Greene says 
the group's performance will 
take audience members by sur­
prise. "We make this as profes­
sional as possible. We have huge 
set pieces. The scenery is well 

done. Those that come out are 
going to see a production very 
comparable to the Michigan 
Opera Theatre's production 
downtown," said Greene, a for­
mer Canton resident who now 
lives in Grosse lie. 

In addition, Greene said the 
company has altered the tra­
ditional story a bit to cater to 
families. There will also be two 
intermissions, so the kids don't 
get too antsy. "We have a little 
different twist. The story is very 
easy for people and especially 
children to follow. The kids will 
love this one," he said. 

The performances will be at 

6:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, and 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7- Tickets 
are $18 for adults and $10 for 
children up to 12. Tickets can be 
ordered by phone at (734) 451-
2112, online at www.plymouth-
cantonballet.org or at the door. 

The Plymouth-
Canton Ballet 
Company's 
upcoming 
performances of 
The Nutcracker 
at the Salem 
High School 
auditorium will 
feature some 50 
dancers and will 
be accompanied 
by the Plymouth 
Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Following each performance 
audience members may join the 
performers on stage for a Sugar 
Plum Parade for $2. For more 
information, visit www.plym-
outhcantonballet.org or www. 
plymouthsymphony.org. 
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KNOW THE 
SCORE 

check out the 
numbers in 

today's 

Sports 
section 

Lunch with Purtan's People 
The lucky winner of this 

month's Dining With the • 
Stars will be treated to 
lunch with Dick Purtan 
and Purtan's People (Big Al 
Muskavito, Jackie Purtan, 
Dana Mills, Rebekah 
Rhodes, John "Ankles" 
Stewart and Larry Lawson) 
of WOMC's Oldies 104.3. 

Tell us in 100 words or 
less why you want to have 
lunch with Purtan and his 
zany morning show crew at 
Buddy's Pizza in Earmington 
Hills. E-mail your entry .to 
BuddysDiningStars@gmail. 
com by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 

Dec. 17. 
In addition to lunch, the 

winner will be treated to a 
limo ride courtesy of Class 
Plus Limo, mini-makeover 
by Sebastian and Heba of 
I Design Salon and Spa in 
Dearborn, $100 gift certifi­
cate from Reaver Diamond 
Co; in Southfield and dance 
exhibition by the Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio in 
Bloomfield Hills. 

Dining With the Stars is 
co-sponsored by Buddy's 
Pizza and the Observer &f 
Eccentric Newspapers. 

Purtan is one of 

Michigan's most recognized 
on-air personalities. As host 
of WOMC's Morning Show 
with Purtan's People, he 
entertains his loyal listeners 
with comedic commentary 
and topical wit. 

Purtan's work also has 
been recognized on a 
national level. He has twice 
been named Billboard 
magazine's "Major Market 
Air Personality of the Year" 
and is the winner of radio's 
top prize, The National 
Association of Broadcasters 
MARCONI Award as "Major 
Market Air Personality of 
the Year." In 2006, Purtan 
was inducted into the 
National Association of 
Broadcasting Hall of Fame 
in Las Vegas. Only one per­
son in the radio industry is 
inducted each year. 

The winner of the Dining With the Stars contest will be treated to lunch with 

Dick Purtan (right) and Purtan's People of WOMC-FM (104.3). 

For 21 years, his annual 
Salvation Army Radiothon 
has raised almost $19 mil­
lion for the Salvation Army's 
Bed & Bread program. 
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""- ase call f i r t h s fee; 

To reserve your space at one of HAP's 
free Informational workshops, 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

For accommodation of persons with 
special needs at sales meetings, call 
toll-free at {800} 449-1515 or TDD 
(313} 664-8000, Monday through Fri 
S a.m. to 6 p,wi* 
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ue. Choice. Experience. 
Count on it! 

NOW OFFERING AN ENHANCED FLEXIBLE HEALTH 
6PT10NS BENEFIT* TOWARD: 
- Membership at a gym, fitness facility or health dub 
* Qualified weight management program 
* Routine chiropractic services 

** 

provided through individual plans and 
employer group plans may vary. 

Alliance Plan and Alliance Health and Lite insurance Company are health plans with a Medicare contract. 
" in these plans, you must continue to pay the Part B premium, if applicable, if not otherwise paid for 

or by another third party, PPO is a product of Alliance, a wholly owned subsidiary of HAP. Unused 
monthly flexible health options benefit cannot be carried over to successive months. If you pay for 

membership, you will still need to mail a monthly statement to HAP In ordertoqualify fbrthe benefit 

H2312 H2322 $3440 225R Event Ad3 
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Dick Purtan and Purtan's 
People can be heard 5-10 
a.m. Monday through Friday 
and 6-10 a.m. Saturdays on 
WOMC. 

CANTON CINEMA 
.jTletef Wwk & Tickets Onftwj 

wwftGQTUQffl ,„.J 

I i i t A I CIO , Mile West of'lKEA 

DETROIT'S BEST 
MOVIE DEAL 

ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

ALL SEATS 
EXCEPT ADULT EVENING 

- M O V I E > 
f GIFT CARDS 
H I available at the box offict 

i l l • Nevubmjan. 4 
. wbonus $1.00 concession coupon 
\ for every $10.00 in gift cards/ 

SHOWTIMES 11/28 • 12/4 Q No passes 
MET- LA DAMNATION DE FAUST ENCORE 

WEDNESDAY 12/3 7:00 PM 

O FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG-13) 
11:20.1:25, 3:30,5:35, 7:40,9:4$ 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
©AUSTRAUA(PG-13) , M 
11:35,3:00,6:25,9:50 ('• ' '•• 
© TWILIGHT (PG-13) 
11:00,1:00,1:40, 3:40, 4:20, 6:20,7:00,9:00, 
9:40 FRI/SATLS 11:40 
©BOLT (PQ) 11:30,1:45, 4:00, 6:30,'8:45 , * 
©80LT DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG) 
12:30,2:45,5:00,7:15,9:25 
FRf/SATLS 11:35 i \ ' -'• -
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA i'Fb) 
FRI-TUE, TH 11:05,1:10,3:15,5:20,7:25, 9:30 
FRI/SATLS 11:35 
WED 11:05,1:10,3:15 \V , V 
ROLE MODELS (R) ^ 
FRI/SATLS 11:00 

»=" tf* 1E& a s 
2 0 o z D R I N K ' 

with S3.25 purcTiafS 
of 46oz. beg of buttery popcorn 
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LINGERING" 

It sometimes happens that> a 
permanent tooth grows behind 
rather than directly below a 
primary tooth. Usually, the Over-
retained baby tooth will fall out pf 
Its own accord to moke way for 
the emerging permanent teeth. If 
it doesn't, the lingering prlmarf 
tooth may have to be extracted 
to give the new permanent tooth 
a chance to position Itself 
properly. Most children who 
experience this doubling up of 
primary and permanent teeth do 
so only once. When doubling up 
does occur, it usually Involves the 
bottom central Incisors, and 
should not be a source of 
concern. However, when over-
retention involves a top central 
Incisor, it is often a sign of 
overcrowding, which con Inhibit 
flossing, 

Early dental visits can keep 
watch on how tooth development 
is progressing, They are an 
important part of growing up 
healthy, When it's time for their first 
visit, satisfy your children's natural 
curiosity by telling them that the 
dentist Is first going to count their 
teeth, then take their picture, 
clean them, and see that they are 
healthy, Bring along a doll or 
stuffed animal, and we'll check Its 
teeth too. We believe that a 
healthy smile is important at any 
age, Our office is located at at 
496 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Sfe. 201, 
Plymouth. Call us at 734-453-
9413 loran appointment 

P.S, Over-retention of hi 
tooth, may be due to ai 
does not resorb properly $ 
that Is tightly fused (ankylos' 
the jawbone. 

______________________ OEO&feij jTO 

FREE DESIGN* &. COST EFFECTIVE CONSTRUCTION 
*with all qualifying projects ~ ask If your project qualifies - 734-737-0500 

• ~ . f . , ' / , » . 886 N.MU Street. P&mowh. Michigan 48J 70-1424 

^\A 
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will be on hand accepting donations of canned goods, 
new children's books, and new, warm children's clothing to 
help support the Goodfellows. Santa photos by 

Chamber an the Maya 

m^m. 
•Leisure Sen-ices 

Renewal 
kyAndersea 

WINDOW fitlfiaCEWENT 

an AiivliTstfii Company 

%w *£i^jL. 

E 

Gold Sponsors 

Destiny Games 

IKEA 

Observer & Eccentric 

World of Floors 

Silver Sponsors 
ABC Warehouse 

Jimmy John's 

ServiceMaster Bldg. Services 

Shark Club 

Refreshments provided by: 

Holiday Fest 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 
12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Willow Creek Shopping Plaza 
Located on Ford Rd. between Haggerty and Lilley (Marshall's Parking Lot) 

rough the surrounding 

ma 

Shark Club 
Tony's Coney & Grill 

Event Candids by: 
Stephanie Weatherly Photography 

Brought to you by the 
Canton Downtown Development Authority, 
in cooperation with the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 
and Canton leisure Services. 

Canton Downtown Development Authority 
1150 Canton Center Rd., 
Canton, M! 48188 
(734) 394-5186 

s, and,.. 

• Carriage R 
• Live Reindeer 
• Balloon Artists 
• Carolers 
• Arts & Crafts 
• Games 

• Give-Aways 
• Coloring Contest 
• Face Painting 
• Magician 
• Music 
• Surprises! 

< ™ \ 

A f * 
r X ! 

Visit 
For tons of fami ly fun inc luding Santa's Stage, the Color ing 
Corral, entertainment, activities, and much, much more! 
(It's located in the old Bombay store.) 

- * 

^ 
vr- i* 

^uv i> . > w "«.rw„r»"T" 

f o r t h e H o l i d a y s 

During the Shop Canton for the Holidays program, we invite you to visit 

Canton RESTAURANTS, HOTELS, and RETAILERS... and SAVE! 

Canton Residents—Your coupon book arrived in your mailbox! 

And, if you don't live in Canton...No problem! 

DOWNLOAD Holiday Savings COUPONS at: 

WWW. 

Brought tn \nu bv Ihi C intiin l)nwvnlo»n IHii'l'ipnunl \iithrjrilv thi Cdiitnn ( h.imli^r nt < «nimiT<f (inri Canton Li'iiuii- V rvitcs 
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AROUND CANTON 

Goodfellows help 

Several local merchants 
are hosting fund-raisers for 
the Canton Goodfellows. 
Showroom of Elegance Fine 
Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center 
RQad, is continuing its annual 
"Goodfellows No child without 
a Christmas* drive through 
Dec. 5. The store will be col­
lecting canned goods and non-
perishable items and offering a 
chance to win a $600 Visa card 
for bringing in your canned 
goods. 

"This is our way to help those 
children in the Plymouth-
Canton school district that are 
in need and wouldn't otherwise 
have a Christmas or food while 
out of school on the holiday 
break. Our need is great this 
year with over 600 children to 
provide for. We need so much 
help. Please join us in this mis­
sion," said Linda Robin, owner 
of the jewelry story. For more 
information, contact the store 
at (734) 207-1906 or e-mail 
lindarobinl@ameritech.net. 

Also, Indigo Salon and Day 
Spa, located in Canton's Cherry 
Hill Village, will be holding a 
Canton Goodfellow's Gifts For 
Kids Charity Day on Sunday 
Dec. 7. from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Indigo will be open for busi­
ness with a full service menu 
(reservations requested) and 
100 percent of the money 
from services rendered will go 
towards the Goodfellows goal 
of providing Christmas gifts to 
600 less fortunate children in 
the Canton area. In addition, 
Indigo will be matching 50 

percent of the total retail sales 
for the day. 

To make a reservation, visit 
www.indigosalonanddayspa. 
com to view the full service 
menu and price lists. Contact 
Indigo at (734) 961-3245. 

Holiday craft fair 
Connection Church (pre­

viously Tri-City Christian 
Center) will hold its annual 
Holiday Craft Fair from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
6. More than 60<crafters and 
vendors will be on hand. There 
will also be a holiday cookie 
sale and concessions area. 
Admission is $1. 

The chur.ch is located at 3855 
S. Sheldon Road in Canton 
(1/4 mile north of Michigan 
Avenue). 

For fair or table rental infor­
mation contact Sharon Chefan 
at (734) 397-1777 or e-mail her 
at sharon@connectionchurch. 
info. 

Chamber luncheon 
The Canton Chamber of 

Commerce will host its annual 
holiday luncheon at 11:30 
a.m., Wednesday, December 
3 at Summit on the Park. The 
Plymouth-Canton Madrigal 
Choir will be performing. Each 
person is asked to please bring 
an unwrapped toy or gift for 
the Canton Goodfellows. Cost 
ofthelunchis$20. 

Reservations are required. 
Call the Chamber office at 
(734) 453-4040. Deadline for 
reservations is Monday, Dec. 
1. The luncheon is sponsored 
by Saint Joseph Mercy Canton 

Health Center. 

Pizza with Santa 
The Canton Rotary Club's 

Pizza with Santa event will 
take place from 1-4 p.m., Dec. 
13, at the Roman Forum res­
taurant, 41601 Ford Road, 
Canton. Santa's elves will be 
serving pizza while children 
and parents enjoy a visit with 
Santa. Each child will receive 
a photo with Santa — the first 
200 children will receive a 
frame of craft. Santa will fly in 
on a helicopter at 1:30 p.m. 

Cost is $5 for children 3-13, 
$7 for adults, and free for chil­
dren under 3. 

High school artists 
wanted 

The Canton Public Library 
is looking for high school art­
ists to compete in its Martin 
Luther King, Jr. art competi­
tion. Submissions for this years 
theme "One Community. One 
Voice." as it relates to Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and the 
Canton community in art form 
will be accepted by Dec. 23. 
. Students may submit paint­

ings, drawings, collage, prints, 
mixed media, computer gener­
ated art or photography. All 
work must be original in con­
cept, design and execution and 
the student's own work. The 
contest is open to high school 
students, grades 9-12. Students 
who are Canton residents 
or attend a public or private 
school located in Canton or 
within the boundaries of the 
Plymouth-Canton Community 

Schools district are eligible to 
enter. 

Cash prizes, donated by the 
Friends of the Canton Public 
Library, in the amount of $200 
for first place, $100 for second 
place and $50 for honorable 
mention, will be awarded. All 
submissions will be displayed 
at the annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Celebration at the 
Village Theater on Jan. 19. 

For full details and entry 
information, visit www.can-
tonpl.org/ya/artcontest.pdf 
or contact the Canton Public 
Library at (734) 397-0999-

Candy cane week 
Members of the Canton 

Lions Club will be at various 
locations throughout Canton 
from Dec. 12-20 to raise funds 
as part of the annual Candy 
Cane Week. Funds donated 
by community members will 
be used to assist families to 
purchase eye glasses for chil­
dren, the Penrickton Center for 
Blind, multiple handicapped 
children and those who are 
hearing impaired in the com­
munity., 

"Money raised will allow 
Lions to meet pressing needs 
in our community includ­
ing Children who are blind 
or hearing impaired. Lions 
members thank everyone who 
contributes to this important 
work. You are truly help­
ing Lions make a difference 
in our community," said Bill 
Van Winkle, president of the 
Canton Lions Club. 

The Canton Lions Club has 
45 members and meets on the 

Curves International co-founders Gary Heavin (left) and Diane Heavin (right) 
present local Curves owners Kim and David Scartelli with an award during 
Curves annual convention in Orlando last month. Approximately 2,000 
Curves owners, managers and employees from around the world attended 
the convention. The Scartellis received the bronze franchisee of the year 
award for the Midwest region. They own three Curves clubs - in Canton, 
Plymouth and South Lyon. "It's a thrill to be recognized by Curves as the 
best of the best. We take great pride in offering a superior level of service 
and quality to our members. This award truly reflects what a great Curves 
club we have in Canton," said Kim Scartelli. 

fourth Monday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Cherry Hill 
School, 50440 Cherry Hill on 
the corner of Cherry Hill and 
Ridge roads. For more infor­
mation or to get involved with 
the Canton Lions Club, please 
contact Nancy Spencer (734) 
397-8975 or johnancysp@aol. 
com. 

Canton Newcomers 
The Canton Newcomers 

will host their next monthly 
meeting at 7:15 p.m., Dec. 3 
at the Sunflower Clubhouse 
(45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center).The evening 

•will include socializing, neigh­
bor introductions, sign ups for 
more than 20 interest group 
activities (playgroups, Bunco, 
Scrapbooking, Book Club, 
Men's Poker Night, Couples 
Social, and more), and a raffle 
that will benefit the Canton 
Goodfellows, 

There will also be a dinner 
hosted by Palermo's Restaurant 
as well as dessert by Back 
Home Bakery. For more infor­
mation or to receive a comple­
mentary copy of the group's 
newsletter, please visit www. 
cantonnewcomers.org or call 
Melanie at (734) 207-3341. 

SHOPPERS 
FROM PAGE A1 

said in between servicing customers. 
Tammy Reynolds of Canton said she opted to beat the Black 

Friday rush and pre-ordered the popular new gadget, but had 
droppedin to get a cell phone for her son. 

Reynolds, who was joined by her husband, John, said the two 
•i gan shopping at 6:30 a.m. 

*We went to Target, we went to Radio Shack, we went to the 
•nail and now we're at Verizon," she said. 

"And now, we're broke," her husband chimed in. 

irksilhometowniife.com 
14)953-2170 

'** t ar 
BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTO^GRAPHE'R 

Hours after the 4 a.m. opening on Friday, the parking iot of Kohl's on Ford 
Road was still crowded. 

Community Works 
Opportunities ~ 

Annual Gala Evei 
A Variety of Crafts Made By 

Community Works Opportunities Customers 
Beautiful Poinsettias 
On Display for Sale 

ember 4 and 5, 2008 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Community Work Opportunities 
5 9 0 0 M. Llllcv Rd. S u i t e 101 

t_.TNi.wi, M I i t ; i ; ; : 
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Trouble coping? 
Feeling anxious? 
Depressed? 

You 9re not alone. 
Get help from someone 
who understands. 

Bernadette Angeles MD 
Board Certified 
Adult Psychiatrist 

St. John Health System/Providence 
Park Medical Office Building 
26850 Providence Parkway 
Suite 410 •Novi, MI 48374 

248-465-4335 
Most major insurances accepted 

Losing inches has never been so fast... 
and so much fun! The passion and technique 
of World Champion Rhythm & Latin darners, 

packed into the perfect fitness system. 
You'll love it and anyone cm d&Hi 

Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 

heart rate, while toning and tightening your 
entire core. You'll be swept away while 

getting a 360° total core workout. 

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule your first session. 

•NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! N O Membership 
Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout! 

Drop-Ins Welcome • Start Anytime 
Call For Class Schedules 

yirthurl 
Murray/ 

?& 
Franchisee! Dance Studios 

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 
Northville 

(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 

248.349.1133 

1926 South Telegraph Rd 
Bloomfield 

(next to Carl's Golflahd) , 

248.338.6390 " 

http://Www.liometownlife.com
mailto:lindarobinl@ameritech.net
http://www.indigosalonanddayspa
http://www.cantonpl.org/ya/artcontest.pdf
http://www.cantonpl.org/ya/artcontest.pdf
http://cantonnewcomers.org
http://irksilhometowniife.com
http://t_.TNi.wi
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for better or worse 
Local producer g p ^ w s 

series 
BY REBECCA JONES 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

"Your life's about to 
change," says The Blind Man 
to Nolan Stokes in the pilot 
episode of New Directions, 
a dramatic series filmed in 
and around Detroit and being 
shopped to networks. 

It's about a clandestine life 
makeover program that uses 
divining methods such as 
tarot cards, dice or a flip of 
a coin to determine where a 
person's life needs to go. 

"It could be good, could 
be bad," said writer Michael 
Davis of Detroit. 

"They make that come true 
no matter what," said execu­
tive producer Matthew Peach, 
of Livonia. And the results 
are filmed for the benefit of 
an Internet viewing audience. 

The pilot episode, "The 
Makeover," was shown at a 
screening party Saturday at 
the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Detroit. 

Principal character Nolan 
Stokes is a guy in his mid-

The producers of "New Directions:" Chuck Cirgenski of Hamtramck (from 
left), Mike Davis of Detroit, T.J. Suliot of Mount Clemens, Matthew Peach of 
Livonia and Mike Madigan of Troy. 

30s, played by Vincent 
Rasnick of Clawson. Stokes is 
unemployed, broken up with 
his girlfriend, and lives like a 
slob. "His life kind of sucks," 
Rasnick said. When his friend 
recommends him for a life 
makeover, Nolan meets The 
Blind Man (David Durham of 
Garden City), who warns of 
trouble ahead. 

Other local actors in the 
cast include Jordan Brun of 
Canton, and Mary Gibbs of 
Redford. 

Mike Madigan of Troy is 
the director. 

Davis and his writing 
partner T.J. Suliot of Mount 
Clemens created the series 
and have finished scripts 
for the entire first season, 
should the show be picked 
up. The Blind Man's motives 
are revealed, and other char­
acters meet their fate, which 
is sometimes good, but more 
often creepy. 

"It's a conspiracy theorist's 
dream," Rasnick said. 

The pilot received great 
feedback at a screening in 
Royal Oak this summer, said 
Peach. His next step is to take 

Jordan Brun of Canton has a role in the pilot episode of "New Directions." 

"The Makeover" episode to erful tool. We'll be moving 
New York for meetings with forward on our own," he 
network executives. said. 

"If we find someone who is Pre-production work on 
really interested, that's great, future episodes is underway. 
If not, the Internet is a pow- "We're going to keep roll­

ing," Davis said. 
"There's a lot of talent 

here." 

rrjones@tiometownrife.com 
(734)953-2054 
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Help Wanted-General { J ) 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
seeks highly motivated person 
with people & animal skills for 
pet care, cleaning & office pro­
cedures. PO Box 51594, 

Livonia, Ml 48151-5594 

APPOINTMENT SETTER 
Ideal for anyone who can't 
get out to work. Work from 
home PT, schedule pick­
ups for Purple Heart. Call 
9-5, M-F. 734-728-4572 

25 Words +13 

Million Homes = 

Great Results 

You can market your 
product to 13 million 
households throughout 
North America by plac­
ing your classified ad in 
more than 800 subur­
ban newspapers like 
this one for only $895, 
One phone call, one 
invoice, one low pay­
ment is all it takes. Call 
the Suburban Classified 
Advertising Network fax-
on-demand service at 
800-356-2061 or 312-
644-6610 x4731 to 
speak with a sales 
coordinator. 

- • ik ing 

Jo you want to join a 
ofessional team where 

your co-workers 
are cooperative, 

self motivated and willing 
to get the job done? At 

We are hiring part-time 
employees for our branch 

- offices and our 
Call Center. 

MEMBER 
RELATIONS REPS 

Teller Duties 
Cash handling & product 
sales. Goal oriented sales 
exp. required. Intense six 

week paid training manda­
tory. Classes scheduled for 

January and February. 
Must be available to work 
Mon-Fri. 9:15am-6:30pm. 
Saturday 9:15am-2:30pm. 

Accepting applications 
through Dec. 12, 2008. 

MEMBER SERVICE 
AGENTS 

Call Center Duties 
Customer Service and goal 
oriented sales experience 
required. Intense six week 
paid training mandatory. 
Next class scheduled for 
January. Must be available 
to work 

Mon-Fri. 9;1Sam-6:30pm. 
Saturday 9:15am-2;30pm. 

Accepting applications 
through Dec. 19, 2008. 

Both positions require 
financial or retail sales 

experience. 

Complete job descriptions 
available at: 

dfcuflnancial.com 

Apply in person at any 
DFCU Financial 

Branch Office 
Credit record in good 

standing required. 

E.O.E. 

BILLING & 
DATABASE 

COORDINATOR 
Tech. society in Farmington 
Hills seeks highly organized 
and detail-oriented individual 
to perform a wide variety of 
duties that requires database 
management, administrative 
and order fulfillment skills. 
Position available end of 
January.. Must be adept at 
multitasking; proficient in MS 
Office, including Words.Excel, 
Access. Database exp. a plus. 

Resume and salary req: 
HR Director - Cert. 

P.O. Box 9094 
Farmtngton Hills, Ml 48333-

9094 
FAX: 248-848-3771 

Barb.Bheyne@conErete.org 

Bookkeeper, must know 
Quickbooks, P/T, flexible hrs, 
non-smoking office, Excel/ 
Word, bank reconciliations. 

I.com 

Childcars Giver Assistant 
Part-Time 

Must love children & be 
MATURE. Fun job, no pres­
sure. Marty: 248-557-6879 

CLEANERS/JANITORIAL 
PT evenings available now 
Farmington Hills, Nov! & 

surrounding areas 
(586) 759-3700 

CLEANERS/JANITORIAL 
PT evenings available now 
Farmington Hills, Novl & 

surrounding areas (586) 759-
3700 

Custodial help wanted 
Morning hours/ Part time. 
Basic cleaning skills and trans­
portation a must. Background 
check required. Piease call 

248-722-1462 E.O.E. 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 

Do special work. Assist per­
sons we serve in their home 
and community. $8.30 per hr. 
plus good benefits,. Call: 
248-960-9657, 248-437-7535 

248-946-4425 

Sell it all with 
Observer & Eccentric 

1-800-579-SELL 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 

Enjoy helping others. Assist 
persons we serve with daily 
living. $8.50 + good benefits. 
S. Lyon area: 248-573-5023 
Ann Arbor: 734-239-9015 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 

Join the team. 
Assist persons we serve in 
residential settings. $7.65 total 
plus good benefits. 

Livonia: 734-469-4523 
734-469-4519,248-474-0283 

DIRECT CARE STAFF 
To work with developmental^ 
disabled adults. Westland area. 

Call Mon-Fri. 734-595-3253 

' DRIVER/AIDE v 

Transportation Dgpt. 
Qualifications: Must meet 
required Bus Driver 
Certification requirements. 
Must possess Commercial 
Driver License (CDL) with 
class "B" endorsement. 

Apply online at: 
http://wwcsd.net 
or come to Human 

Resources to use the 
online application system 
WAYNE WESTLAND 

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
36745 Marquette 

West land, M l 48185 
' EOE 

Posting closes: 
December 11,2008 

GENERAL OFFICE/ 
ACCOUNTING - PT 

Tech. society in Farmington 
Hills seeks detail-oriented Indi­
vidual to perform a wide vari­
ety of general office adminis­
tration and accounting duties, 
such as accounts payable/ 
receivable, correspondence, 
reports. Must be adept at 
multitasking; proficient In MS 
Office, including Word, Excel, 
Access. Position starts end of 
January. Database exp, a plus. 

Resume and salary req: 
HR Director - Acct. 

P.O. Box 9094 
Farmington Hills, Ml 48333-9094 

FAX: 248-848-3771 
Barb.cheyne@concrete.org 

Grounds-Part Time 

Looking for someone to assist 

with snow removal. 

Creekside of Farmington. 

Call 248-474-4400 

EMBROIDERY OPERATOR 
Full-Time. Prefer experience 
but willing to train. Canton. 

Forappt: (734)416-9941 

Don't take a 
chance.... 

...place your ad 
in Tke Observer 

fit Eccentric 
Classifieds today ! 

1-800579-SELL 

It's 

here! 

1-800-579-SELL 
www.hotmtowtiiife.com 

* Oil Change 
Technicians • 

10 Minute Oil Change experi­
ence or will train. FT &/or PT. 
Apply at: 34680 W. 8 Mile Fid. 
Farmington Hills. K mile W. of 
Farmington Rd. 248-476-1313 

Holiday Help 

$17.25 base-appt. 

PT/FT, flex schedules 
great for students/others. 

Call Today (248) 426-4405 

Maintenance -
Service Technician 

Full-Time position. Slavik 
Management is seeking a 
•full time Service Technician 
for a beautiful apartment 
community located in 
Rochester Hills, Ml. This 
position will have you prop­
ping apartments for move-
in, completing service 
requests and maintaining 
the grounds. Applicants 
must be mechanically 
inclined, able to climb a lad­
der, self-motivated, dep­
endable, and able to lift 50 
lbs. Must be able to work 
overtime/on call and be 
available in the winter for 
snow removal. 

Please fax/send resume 
to the following: 

248-852-5320 
The Essex at Hampton 

64 Village Clr. 
Rochester Hills, Ml 48307 
or contact: 248-852-7500 

EOE 

SERVERS - Part Time 
Needed at senior residence in 
Westland. Accepting applica­
tions at 37501 Joy Rd., 

Westland Ml 48185 

— 
1~80G~5?g-$aL!7355} 

TEACHER NEEDED 
For Private Day school in 
Oakland County. Must have 
Pre-School and Kindergarten 
experience. Call for interview: 

248-357-1740 
Or fax resume 248-357-6361 

Help WanterJ-Office 

Clerical 

RECEPTIONIST 
For busy medical office in 
Troy. Answering phones & 
greeting patients. PT/FT. 

Benefits possible. 
Fax resume: 248-649-5320 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Exp'd. Westland office. 
Part-Time or Full-Time. 

Fax resume: 734-425-7675 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Full time. Join our great team 
in our beautiful state of the art 
office in Plymouth. Some exp. 
preferred but will train the right 
person. Call 734-453-9250 

Dental Receptionist 
FT. Exp. in dental office need­
ed. Must be positive, upbeat, 
people oriented, and able to 
multi-task. Farmington area 
office.' 
Fax resume: (248) 474-0052 

DENTAL TECHNICIAN 
Small crown & bridge dental 
lab in Garden City looking for 
technician for piece work or 
P/T. Call Anne 734-620-1250 

Hygienist 
English & Spanish speaking. 

P/T. Must be positive. 
Fax resume: (248) 474-8052 

Help Waitted-Medical A 

Histotechnologist 
Mohs surgeon seeks 

HistoTech with frozen section 
experience to process fresh 
tissue with Mohs frozen sec­
tion techniques in his expand­
ing, private practice. Back­
ground in histology, cryostat 
preparation and maintenance, 
and histO'Cfiemical staining is 
essential. Full or part-time, 
excellent pay and benefits. 
Ann Arbor area. 

Fax resume today: 
734-996-8767 

or 32derm@aol.com 
MEDICAL ASSISTANT 

FULL-TIME. Send resume to: 
43422 West Oaks Drive, PMB 

#167, Novl, Ml 48377-3300 

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
Full-Time for busy internal 
medical office in Troy. Must 
have 1-2 yrs. exp. and be pro­
ficient in EKG, injection, and 
phlebotomy. Fax resume to 

Klm: 248-267-6791 

Medical Assistant 
Medical office seeks experi­
enced Receptionist. Must 
have strong computer'& med­
ical Insurance knowledge. Full 
Time with exc. pay & benefits. 
Plymouth/Ann Arbor area. 
Fax resume to: 734-996-8767 
or Email: a2derm@aoi,com 

Help Wanted-Medical | ^ | | H e l p W a n i e d - M e d i u l A 

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
Pediatric exp. preferred. 
Flexible hrs. Farmington 
Hills & Troy. Benefits, 
401K, flexible spending 
plans & medical care for 
children. Fax resume: 

248-788-4297 

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
Position available for experi­
enced MA in fast paced family 
practice. References required. 
Fax resume to: 248-474-4224 

OPTOMETRY ASSISTANT 
Part-Time, for.private office. 
Exp. preferred. Please fax 
resume: (248) 427-9610 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
RECEPTIONIST 

Northvilie FT, Wixom PT clinic. 
Seeks Exp'd. Receptionist. 

Fax resume: 734-416-3903 
or: ppts@bignet.net 

RN 

Great Car 
Great Care 

Great Career 

Seeking 
•RNs 

•Home Health 
Aides 

Full-Time 
positions available in 

Home Health & Hospice 
LIVONIA OFFICE 

Join a nationally recog­
nized Home Health Care 
Provider with a reputation 
for providing outstanding 
patient outcomes. Exc. 
Compensation & Benefits. 
Exp. In Home Health Care 
& Hospice desired. 

See our Website: 
GreatLakes 

HomeHeallb.Gom 
Apply tor our 

Livonia office online. 
or tax resume to: 

866-207-3091 

800-379-1600 
EOE 

RNs, LPNs, PT & MSW 
Needed for home visits. 

PT & FT w/benefits. 
Call: 248-968-9714 

or fax resume: 248-968-9715 

Help WanterJ-Sates ( f t 

Retail 
Jewelry Sales 

SEASONAL 
UP TO S20/HR 

734-525-3200 Fax 525-1443 
jobs@Jewe!ryexctiange .com 

Telemarketing/Seles 
Looking to hire Telemarketing/ 
Sales. Minimum starting pay 
$8/hour plus commission. 

Evening hours. 
Ml Property Maintenance 

Livonia 734-793-5135 

HelpWanted-Domest ie© 

Housekeeper wanted 
Female under 50 yrs oid pre­
ferred. Good pay. Living quar­
ters furnished. Located In 
Brownsville, Texas 

734-306-0581 

Its 
all 
here! 

,\«P| f 
Look in your 

CLASSIFIEDS 

. . . / / ' A all 

ahoul 
results! 

\ To Place An 
Ad Calf: 

800-579-SELL 
Fax; 

734-953-2232 

wwwJifflMlomttifa'mn 

OR 
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s 
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hopeful government will 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, is hopeful that the Big 3 auto 
companies will get support from the 
federal government. 

"No one has closed the door on a 
bridge loan," McCotter said Tuesday. 
"Last week there was a lot of political 
posturing." 

McCotter was one of the leaders 
among Republican House members 
who defeated the original $700 billion 
Wall Street bailout bill. 

Last week he was a strong voice 
in support of a $25 billion federal 
"bridge loan" to the Big 3 automakers. 

Congressional leaders grilled the 
top executives of the auto companies 
last week and demanded that they 

Ts « 

return to Congress 
with a detailed plan 
for how they intend to 
spend the $25 billion. 
McCotter said mem­
bers of Congress need 
to be disabused of 

. F- ..>*h;ftj *ne idea that the auto 
companies have not 

McCotter been restructuring. 
"We've seen people 

suffering through the restructuring 
process. Right here in my (11th) dis­
trict. Wixom is closed, other plants 
are underutilized, people are laid off," 
McCotter said. 

He said that an earlier $25 billion 
in aid to the auto companies to help 
retool for more energy efficient cars 
was funding to cover an "unfunded 
mandate" to produce more energy 

efficient vehicles. McCotter and other 
Michigan representatives have been 
critical of higher corporate average 
fuel efficiency standards. The Bush 
Administration has argued that the 
auto companies should use some of 
that money to tide them over through 
the end of the year. 

He said the auto companies did not 
come to the federal government to ask 
for money to support their restructur­
ing. He said they only came after the 
banking crisis made it difficult for 
them to sell cars and forced them to 
"burn through cash." He said they are 
"victims" of the crisis not the cause of 
the crisis. 

McCotter and other Republicans 
favored a private investment plan 
to buy up so-called toxic debts from 
investments banks. A revised Senate 

version of the federal bailout was 
passed in the Senate and House and 
signed by President George W. Bush. 
Since the bill was passed, Secretary of 
the Treasury Henry Paulson has spent 
about half of the approved amount 
but has changed the original invest­
ment strategy. 

McCotter said if the government is 
going to provide $700 billion in an 
attempt to stabilize the economy, then 
some of that money should be used to 
help get "an essential industry back 
on its feet." 

He said helping the auto industry 
will help prevent more foreclosures 
brought on by unemployment in the 
auto industry. 

McCotter said the recent defeat 
of Rep. John Dingell, D-Dearborn, 
as chair of the House Energy and 

Commerce Committee by Rep. Henry 
Waxman, D-Calif., is a huge problem. 

"For 50 years, we've had a person 
protecting our jobs and prosperity. It's 
a huge loss," McCotter said. 

He said Dingell's defeat is indicative 
of the infighting in the Democratic 
Party between environmentalists 
and labor unions. He said Waxman's 
victory is a sign of the direction that 
President-elect Barack Obama's 
administration will be taking in sup­
port of an environmentalist agenda. 

McCotter said he was taking a 
wait and see attitude about Obama's 
recently named economics team, led 
by his nominee for Treasury secretary 
Timothy Geithner. 

"He says he will act boldly and 
swiftly. His party is running the 
Congress," McCotter said. 

BY BRAO KADR1CH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When Farrand Elementary 
School teacher MaryLu 
Fryberger was searching for 
something for kids to do as a 
physical activity, either during 
recess or after school, someone 
asked if she'd ever heard of the 
international Girls on the Run 
program. 

The question sent Fryberger 
to cyberspace to research the 
program which, as it turns out, 
is an intervention program 
that encourages pre-teen girls 
to develop self-respect and 
healthy lifestyles. 

It seemed like a good fit to 
Fryberger, who organized a 
Farrand team to take part in 
the 10-week program, being 
run locally by the Plymouth 
YMCA. That's why the Farrand 
team, with Fryberger and 
assistant coaches Krystle 
Gariepy and Lindsay DeRose, 
braved the chilly temperatures 
Sunday to take part in the 
first "Flurry Scurry" 5K run 
to celebrate completion of the 
program. 

"It seemed so uplifting 
for the girls at our school," 
Fryberger said. "It promotes 
healthy habits, and gives the 
girls more respect for them­
selves." 
Nearly 150 girls took part in 
the 10-week program at eight 
elementary schools (Allen, 
Bentley, Bird, Farrand, Is-
bister, Eriksson, Smith and 
Workman), plus one "Girls on 

? 

The Farrand Elementary team braved cold temperatures to take part in Sunday's "Flurry Sui. f H*... uH uH u>< 
week Girls on the Run program. 

Track" team from West Middle 
School. 
According to Alii Phillips, the 
Girls on the Run coordinator 
for the Plymouth YMCA, the 
girls met twice a week for the 
10 weeks, with 19 volunteer 
coaches spear-heading the cur­
riculum. 

Phillips said the volunteers 
helped the girls focus on'a vari­
ety of areas such as learning 
self-esteem, positive emotional, 
social and physical develop­
ment and conflict resolution. 
The program culminated in 
Sunday's 5K run. 

"All of these are things girls 
need going into the 'rough' 
years in middle and high 

school, and they combine it 
with the physical nature," 
Phillips said. "The girls get a 
huge self-esteem boost. They 
also learn a lot of life skills, 
how to deal with friends, how 
to voice their emotions, how to 
express how they're feeling." 
Emily Caragay, 8, a student 
at Bird Elementary, said the 
sessions were helpful and she 
learned one big lesson about 
herself. 

"I met new friends, and I 
learned I could run a 5K," 

Emily said. 
"I thought it would be fun, 

and it was a lot of fun." 
Phillips said the program 

will run again in the spring 
(around March), and "we're 
always looking for more volun­
teers, more coaches." 

Anyone wishing to get 
.involved can call Phillips at the 
Plymouth YMCA, (734) 453-
2904. 

bkadrichililiometownlife.com 

(734) 953-2153 

Cheek us out on the Web every day 
athometownlife.com 

•rw 

.£1 

-ft 

;. -^neTony-Aw^rdsihd&dingBestMu-ska!/ 

UA CHmmumis BACK, AND ITS 
—jorih Lahr, Tfte.New Yorker 

"Great music, a great story arid afresh cast that brings 

new energyto every performance."— CBS4 Denver 

Fisher Theatre"* Jan. 13-,Feb. 1 
Tickets at Pjsher Theatre box office & alIticketmaster outlets incl. 

Macy's • tkketmaster.conv 248-645^6666 • info 313-872-1000 

B roadway! nDetrojt,cornvAChoru5Une.com -Groups (12+): 

313^8?1-I132pr groupsales@rSederianderdetroit.com 

Lookirii 

flexible hours? 
find a job 

ifjiiiLntfiiiy) 

NEWSPAPERS 

800-579-7355 
h(>mflmmUfi;.t.tim 

0PFN 
( ^ £ , MON-SA?. 

3o00G Ann Arbo; Rd. 
«onia f 

W 
Ybi r fa at & Dslt A 

Supcvmarfrct ' \;~" V 

iiaee 

MIKE'S FANTASTIC 
SAVINGS 

SALE \ 

hresh Ground Beef A 

GROUND $ 
CHUCK 

Family Pack 

Bone-In _ 

CENTER CUT C 
PORK • 
CHOPS 

* - f i 3 § L FreshGradeA 

\ JW 

V ^ t & t Fresh Ground Beef 

v ^ GROUND 
SIRLOIN 

f- Family Pack 

N C PORK SHOPS ib 

Boneless 

s 

V 

CUT ROAST 
2 Roast Family Pack 

Fresh Sliced From The Deli 

POLISH 

HOLIDAY COUPON f HOLIDAY COUPON 
S11-12-400i;i#211 

I Purchase of $50 or more | 
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Drive-Thru open at 7 am 
.for Early Morning 

Burgers or 
Breakfast! 

Battle over Blue Cross reform continues in lame-duck session 

BRAY'S Hamburgers 
35650 Ford Road • 2 Blocks w. of Wayne Road 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Attorney General Mike Cox has 
been making the media rounds in 
his continuing battle against indi­
vidual market health care reform 
bills that would benefit Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan but, he 
argues, would be bad for consum­
ers. 

"We are worried about them 
trying to push through any one 
of the five or six versions in lame 

duck," Cox said in a meeting with 
Observer & Eccentric editors 
Nov. 20. "They come back the 
first Tuesday after Thanksgiving, 
schedule three days that week and 
three days the next week, they 
won't have hearings." 

Blue Cross Blue Shield has 
been promoting the reform 
legislation for more than a year. 
Last fall, legislation was passed 
quickly through the Michigan 
House of Representatives. The 
Senate approved its own bill 

after months of hearings and 
since then the legislation has 
been stalled. In addition to Cox, 
the bills have also been opposed 
by commercial insurers, the 
Consumers Union, AARP and 
theUAW. 

"The Senate took five or six 
months holding hearings. They 
held at least nine hearings and 
came up with a radically different 
version which gave Blue Cross a 
lot of things, but also kept a lot of 
consumer protection in the role of 
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the insurance commissioner and 
my office," Cox said "Blue Cross 
rejected it. In lame duck, they 
don't have hearings. It won't nap-
pen. It is purely backroom." 

BCBS is a not-for-profit insur­
ance company chartered by the 
state of Michigan since 1939 as 
the health care insurer of last 
resort. It receives special tax 
advantages in exchange for pro­
viding state-mandated services 
and state-rate regulation. 

The company has been seeking 
relief from the growing burden of 
providing individual health insur­
ance policies for those not covered 
by a group policy. The individual 
market is expected to grow in the 
coming years as small businesses 
no longer offer health coverage, 
more people work as independent 
contractors and more workers are 
laid off. 

CONSUMER PROTECTION 
BCBS has argued in favor of 

creating a risk pool into which 
it would contribute the largest 
share, but other health insurers 
in the state would be required to 
participate. BCBS accounts for 
about 70 percent of health care 
coverage in the state. BCBS is 
also asking for changes in how its 
rates are approved. A separate bill 
would allow BCBS to expand its 
for-profit insurance subsidiaries, 
the largest being the Accident 
Fund, which writes workmen's 
compensation insurance. 

Cox argues that the various 
iterations of the bills being pro­
posed do not address his major 
concerns. He said he is especially 
concerned that his office and the 
governor's office, through the 
insurance commissioner, would 
have less say over rate increases. 

"Every single version allows 
them to charge the sick and 
elderly more. Right now, they are 
required to charge everyone in 
the same market the same," Cox 
said. 

He said the original legislation 
took his office and the insurance 
commissioner completely out. 

"The new mantra is that we are 
still in the picture, but we're really 
not," he said. "We couldn't ask for 
a hearing until they exceeded 80 
percent (rate increase). Now my 
office is able to intervene for any 
rate hike." 

State Rep. Marc Corriveau, 
D-NorthviUe, said he has been 
asked by House Speaker Andy 
Dillon, D-Redford, to head a 
joint House-Senate committee to 
reach a compromise between the 
two chambers. He emphasized 
that the current version is not his 
bill, but a reworking of House and 
Senate bills. 

"We have no final consensus. 
Major points have been agreed 
upon. Debates are going on and 
suggestions are being taken," 
Corriveau said. 

He said the bills being dis­
cussed do have consumer protec­
tions for people with pre-existing 
conditions. He said the bills do 
offer rate oversight 

RATE SETTING 
Currently, BCBS files for a rate 

increase with OFIR, the Office 
of Financial and Insurance 
Regulation, through the gover­
nors office. The attorney general, 
or any resident, can object and 
demand a rate hearing. Corriveau 
said sometimes the hearings 
can last as long as IS months. 
Commercial carriers operate 
under file and use. They tell OFIR 
their new rates and can imple­
ment them immediately. 

Corriveau said under the pro­
posed legislation, BCBS would 
submit a rate to the governor's 
office to determine if it is actuari­
a l sound. The rate5 would go 
into effect in 30 days. The attor­
ney general, or any resident, can 
object. It would then go before a 
special panel, which would decide 
quickly on the request. 

Cox argues BCBS vrill be able 
raise rates for senior Medigap 
insurance, which supplements 
Medicare, by up to 74.5 percent 
of current premiums without 
oversight. 

"For the first time, Blue Cross 
will be able to red line, charge 
people in different areas differ­
ently. Same person, same house, 
same gender, it will matter where 
you live," Cox said. 

Corriveau said the redlining 
problem was fixed. 

He said the original legislation 
allowed Blue Cross to define areas 
that were geographically too 
small. He said the new proposal 
would set areas taking in four; 
counties. 

He also said that the legisla­
tion sets a 90-percent loss ratio, 
meaning the insurer must spend 
90 cents of every dollar collected 
on health care. 

Corriveau said that BCBS 
would always lose money on its 
Medigap insurance. 
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La Joy doing right thing 
Yes, I think Phil LaJoy is 

doing the right thing by delay­
ing his swearing-in to con­
tinue representing Canton in 
Lansing. I did not understand 
the point of the Observer 
article, highlighted by its place­
ment at the top of the Nov. 16 
edition front page. Didn't Phil 
explain why he is delaying his 
swearing-in? It seems like the 
Observer is hunting for con­
troversy for the newly elected 
supervisor when there is none 
— a great way for the Observer 
to begin coverage on a new 
administration, no? Why not 
run another article on the cam­
paign e-mail "scandal" of the 
Yack' administration? 

We would have been bet­
ter served by eliminating this 
ridiculous article and running 
Editor Kurt Kuban's article on 
salmon and trout in the River 
Rouge on the front page. That 
is much more newsworthy than 
the "nothing there" front page 
article that you presented. 

Doug Tomayko 
Canton 

A belated thank you 
For those who know me, I 

am rarely at a loss for words. 
Your support over the last four 
years, and subsequent re-elect­
ing me to the Canton Township 
Board of Trustees does indeed 
make it difficult to find the 
right words. Nevertheless, I 
want to profoundly thank the 
citizens for this honor and 
responsibility. There are few 
greater honors than public ser­
vice, and to win a re-election 
motivates me to do even more 
for our township. I will do my 
best over these next years to be 
worthy of your trust and con­
fidence - as I do not take this 
lightly. 

Make no mistake, there are 
a great many challenges ahead 
of us, but with your support, 
prayers, involvement and all 
of our collective hard work, we 
will be up to the challenges the 
next four years will surely pres­
ent, and we will prevail. 

Todd Caccamo 
Canton 

Decision all about T h a n | < s for support 

greed 
Stop and think about this 

issue of delaying the swear­
ing in of the Phil Lajoy office 
of supervisor for Canton 
Township. It's all about greed. 
This nation is founded on it. 
Look at the auto industry. It's 
all about greed between the 
owners and the unions. The 
only reason LaJoy was elected 
is due to name recognition, 
and notbecause of what he did 
in Lansing. If you look at his 
record, it isn't an impressive 

one. 
Keith M. Jordan and Kathryn 

L. Moseley 

Canton 

i? 

I don't know why you're even 
having a poll on this. It's a no-
brainer. Phil LaJoy is needed to 
give those last votes for Canton. 
He's only postponing swearing 
in a short while and Tom Yack 
agreed to stay on until then. So, 
what is the problem? 

Melanie Leeson 

Canton 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the vot­
ers of Canton Township for 
their support in the election 
year 2008. Before we let this 
election year slip away, I feel I 
owe it to you, my supporters, 
to detail the events behind my 
candidacy that you endorsed 
with your vote. 

As a political newcomer 
with a budget under $1,000, 
there may have been some who 
viewed supporting my candi­
dacy with some trepidation. 
Unfortunately, I believe it is 
probable that the slight chanc­
es of my success demoralized 
endorsements from the many 
I solicited. However, I want . 
my supporters to know, all 
19,030 of you, that I did put in 
a daunting effort that I believe 
earned your trust and support, 
and I humbly thank you again. 

In the beginning, I observed 
that a change in leadership of 
the board was needed if we 
were to invest our resources 
more wisely and frugally. I 
spent at least 30 hours getting 
signatures for my ballot peti­
tions. I wrote several letters to 
local papers stating my views 
on the more important issues. 

LETTERS 

MSWVOICEI 

How have you been affected by the ? 

"Our grocery bills are higher." 
Susie Williams of Canton 

"I'm a student so it hasn't affected 
me much, but I graduate next year so 
it's going to affect me dramatically." 
Justin Ooms of Canton 

"I can't say. I'm on disability now 
but two years ago, when I was able 
to work, I had a hard time finding a 
job." 
Karen Hersman of Canton 

"More so than our retirement funds, 
I'm afraid for our (children's) college 
funds. That time will come before we 
know it." 
Jessica Demianenko of Canton 

I attended Board of Trustee 
meetings and Planning 
Commission meetings. I 
became involved with local 
Democratic Party members. 
I sought various endorse­
ments. I set up my campaign 
after becoming the sole 
opponent of the Republican 
Party for the office I sought. I 
designed Web site at no cost, 
DAVIDMARSH.INFO, which 
is still active and which sup­
porters may visit. I designed 
and ordered postcards which 
I personally distributed door-
to-door and at the Canton 
Library. I designed and 
ordered signs which were per­
sonally placed strategically 
(and a special thanks for those 
of you who allowed this) with­
in the township. I alsd spoke 
at a number of functions. 

In short, although my bud­
get could not realistically 
compare with the six figures 
which paid for the avalanche 
of signs, mailings, full-page 
ads, and air time of my oppo­
nent and the Republican 
Party, I believe my personal 
effort, the same effort that I 
would have expended on the 
job had I been elected, was far 
greater than anyone else's. 

I believe that major achieve­
ments and accolades can be 
drawn from this election of 
2008. Firstly, from the ashes 
of the worst presidency in 
history, we elected a sena­
tor serving his first term, an 

African American, based not 
on his experience, but on his 
ability to put together ratio­
nal foreign policy statements 
without using "wild west" 
euphemisms, economic transi­
tions which already are seen 
as our best hope of escape 
from the shattered economy 
which the Republican Party 
has left us, and the interna­
tional experience he picked 
up right here in Detroit (if 
indeed, he saw Canada from 
this side of the river). Secondly 
and more closely related, it 
was proven that a dissatisfied 
voter, who is willing to expend 
the time, energy, and some 
expense, can effect a sub­
stantial impression upon the 
voters of his community — 45 
percent of you. Lastly, we have 
learned that we can cause the 
reining political enclave to 
realize that if their manage­
ment reaches proportions of 
the epic incompetence of our 
latest president, even a politi­
cal newcomer may be taken 
seriously. 

Again, from the bottom of 
my heart, thank you for the 
honor, trust, best wishes, and 
support that has been shown 
to me since I started all of this 
in April of 2008. 

David Marsh 
Canton 

Great sportsmanship 
I'm the parent of a high 

school marching band stu­
dent from Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools. Our kids 
competed along side the fine 
marching band students at 
Lake Orion High School and 
90 other bands at the Bands 
of America 2008 Grand 
National Championship 
recently in Indianapolis. I 
had to write to share what an 
outstanding group of kids we 
witnessed from Lake Orion. 

This was the first time the 
Lake Orion Marching Band 
participated in the nation­
wide event. Only six Michigan 
bands competed and what an 
impressive show Lake Orion 
performed. Despite their 
efforts, they did not advance 
forward to the semifinals. 
But their greatest perfor­
mance came off the field 
just after the 12 top finalists 
were named. Despite coming 
in third place (behind West 
Bloomfield and Lake Orion, 
respectively) at the MCBA 
State Band Championship 
Nov. 1, Plymouth-Canton 
worked hard the last two 
weeks to pull off the unbeliev­
able - being named the only 
Michigan band to be included 
in the Final Top 12. 

Just before the 8 p.m. 
performance of the final 12 
bands, I had heard rumors 
that several Lake Orion kids 
were discovered shopping the 

mall prior to the final compe­
tition searching for Plymouth-
Canton colors of bright yellow. 

Well when my friends and 
family sat down in our seats 
at the final performance, we 
were seated behind four rows 
of Lake Orion band students. 
To our surprise the rumors 
were true and all the L.O.H.S. 
kids were wearing some sort 
of yellow (many wore hand 
made headbands made from 
yellow plastic bags). They 
even drew PCEP on a few of 
the newly purchased yellow 
T-shirts. When the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band hit 
the field, a huge chant erupted 
from the Lake Orion students, 
"Lake Orion Loves Plymouth!" 

I am just so impressed with 
the sportsmanship and dedi­
cation of your kids. To all the 
Lake Orion parents and band 
staff, you've done a wonderful 
job molding these future lead­
ers. Thank you so much for 
demonstrating that winning 
takes, place both on and off 
the field. Saturday night was 
certainly a great demonstra­
tion of what the BOA Grand 
National Championships is 
all about. Michigan was well 
represented this weekend, 
and the Lake Orion Marching 
Dragons were a big reason 
why. 

Peggy Fenwick 

Canton 
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Having difficulty managing your day to day life? Or 
are you feeling like you are struggling to cope with 
more serious issues? If the answer is yes to either of 
these questions, I can help you! I am a licensed 
therapist with experience working with children, 
adolescents and adults. I specialize in following areas: 

• Family Conflict 

• High Risk Behaviors 

Sexual Abuse • Child Behavioral Issues 

Call me today to make an appointment! 

Elana M. Gottfried, LMSW? ACSW 
I accept most major insurance plans. 

-'id in the office of Dr. Lawrence J. Lipnik, MD, Internal Medicine 
0 Plvmouth Road « Livonia « 17341421-2840 
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Let u$ take care of your guest during the holidays! 

Special Rate of «"?; I: (USD) 
includes breakfast for up to 4 guests per room. 

Sates are per night, subject to availability and do not include applicable taxes. 

Hilton 

Plymouth 

Call now 
' to reserve this special rate: 

734-354-0001 
Ask for the Home for the Holidays rate: 

(Rate Code: L-HOME) 14600 R Sheldon Rd. - Plymouth, MI 48170 (located just off M-14 exit 20) 
. www.pIymouth.stayhgi.coni 
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