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Canton man
charged with trying
to murder wife

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STATF WRITER

A Canton man has been charged with assault with intent to
commit murder after allegedly pulling his wife into oncoming
traffic last week.

Ahmed Kalile Jaber, 22, has also been
charged with assault with the intent to com-
mit great bodily harm less than murder and
| domestic violence stemming from the incident
| Thursday afternoon on Haggerty Road, south
8 of Ford Road.
| Jaber’s wife, who married him through an
arranged marriage in Jerusalem, Israel, in
July, told officers she had only been in the
U.S. for about a week and had got into a dis-
pute with her husband and began walking on
Haggerty. She said Jaber began following her and then pulled
her into oncoming traffic.

The two were struck by a vehicie traveling southbound.

The couple was transferred to an area hospital with non-life
threatening injuries.

While hospitalized, the woman, with the help of an inter-
preter, told officers about the domestic dispute.

“They had been staying at a local hotel waiting for their
apartment to get ready when she said they got into a dispute,”
said Canton Sgt. Deb Newsome. “She said he was belittling
her and she left on foot and he followed her out.”

Jaber, who is being held on $50,000 bond, has denied his
wife’s allegations.

“He says she's lying,” Newsome said. “That’s all he will say.”

The driver of the vehicle that struck the couple was not
injured in the collision and is not expected to face charges.

Jaber is scheduled for a preliminary examination Dec. 1in
35th District Court.

Jaber

tiparks@hometawnlife.com § (734) 9532170

Observer rolls out
rictly Business page

Small business is the economic engine of our local area.
It’s important to support local business — and in a down
economy, it’s even more crucial to be informed about the local
business scene.

That’s why the Canton Observer is starting a new page,
called Strictly Business, which will run each Thursday, start-

ing Dec. 11, _
Strictly Business will include a roundup of local business -

Please see BUSINESS, A2

www.hometownlife.com

WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Twirling into the nationals

Delaney Hoberecht, an 11 vear oid sixth-grader at Discovery Middle School, perfbrms a twist during practice a.t Arctic Edge in Canton, D_ell_a'néy.f whq' '
skates for the Arctic Figure Skating Club out of Arctic Edge, has qualified for thé U.S. Junior Figure Skating Championships set for Dec. 8:13 in Lake
Placid, N.Y. For a story and more photos, please see Bl of our sports section.. ; ' e R L
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Looking for some help \

Economy hampering group’s
efforts to provide Christmas
to disadvantaged children

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
. GBSERVER STAFT WRITER

One way or the other, the
Canton Goodfellows are deter-
mined to provide Christmas to
625 township children.

“God always provides so we
will handle it, but it would
be a great help if we get more
children adopted,” said Nancy
Spencer, Canton Goodfellows
president, of the group’s annu-
al “No Canton Child Without a

Spencer by Dec. 5 stating their
age and gender preference. In
return, they. will be provided
with a first name and any gift
requests that child has made.

“It’s that easy,” Spencer
said, adding that sponsors are
limited to spending $50 per
child. “The good memories
that you'can help create for a
child will last throughout their
lives.”

In addition to needing spon-
sors, the Goodfellows are in
need of volunteers for the
annual paper sale on Dec, 6.

“It’s a cold job, but one that
will warm your heart to know
that you have been a part of
giving Canton’s children a
happy holiday,” Spencer said.
“We serve all children in our

community.”

As the economy eontin-
ues to dip, the need for the
Goodfellows continues to rise.

The group selects its chil-
dren through the school dis-
trict’s free and reduced lunch

- program and had 550 children
in 2006 and 400 kids in 2005,

“If we all pitch in, we can
know there is not a child
that we could have helped
in Canton that won’t have
Christmas,” Spencer said.

For more information on
adopting a child, the paper
sale or any of the Goodfellows
efforts, call Spencer at (734)
397-8975. :

Christmas” project.

Hampered by a rough econ-
omy, this year’s number of chil-
dren in need has spiked from
569 kids last Christmas.

“Please help,” Spencer
encouraged township resi-
dents. “There are so many
needy kids and it breaks my
heart. All of these children live
in Canton and we have to tell
them that we care,”

Those interested in spon-
soring a child can contact

tiparks@hometownlife,com
(134) 9532170

Canton’s tree lighting to kick off holidays

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

30TH ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING

‘Canton’s official holiday tree CEREMONY
will be kit for the 30th time
Wednesday evening. | When: 6-9 p.m., Wednesday,
The township’s annual tree Dec.3 _
lighting ceremony will take Where: Summit on the Park and
place from 6-9 p.m. at Summit | Heritage Park

on the Park and Heritage Park, .
“This is our 30th anniver-
sary so we are all really excited
about the milestone,” said
Jennifer Provenzano, Leisure

Activities: Holiday tree lighting
(7 p.m.}; carriage rides with hot
chocolate; entertainment; ice

sculpting and a visit from Santa

Services recreation specialist.

In celebration of three
decades, a pearl-themed tree
will be on display inside the
Summit and.there will be a
craft presentation on 30 crafts

for $30.

In addition to anniversary-
centered activities, the event
will include the traditional car-
riage rides with hot chocolate,

entertainment and the popular
ice sculpting.

“The ice sculpting is a hit
because it’s always a surprise,”
Provenzano said. “We never
know what will be made.”

In past years, the event,
which features a visit from
Santa, has been attended by
more than 6,000 families.

“Santa, of course, is a hig hit,
but people definitely come for
the main event,” Provenzano
said. “They like to be there
when we officially hit the big
switch at 7 p.m.”

This year, both outgoing
Supervisor Tom Yack and
incoming Supervisor Phil
LaJoy will have the duty of

lighting the tree.

Those wishing to have their
own tree on display during the
event can participate in the
Adopt-A-Tree-To-Decorate
program for $30.

“This is a way for people to
be & part of the fun, which is
cool,” Provenzano said, add-
ing that the program works by
having families, businesses,
churches or schools sponsor
a tree and decorate it in any
family-friendly manner they
choose. “We have gotten a

" DESERYER FILE PHOTO

couple calls already so we are
looking forward to this.” o :
For more information Santa will once again be the star of the show when Canton hofds its annual

about the tree program, call

tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday evening at Heritage Park and Summit
Provenzano at (734) 394-5460. : ' '

on the Park.
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to stay safe shopping

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“Hey, someone stop that guy,
he just stole my purse,” shouted
Kenya Davis as Ray Johnson
ran through the parking lot
of Westland Shopping Center
with her purse in his hand.

Cameras were rolling to
catch the crime, but it was
neither the first time Davis
hollered that nor a fleet-footed
escape for Johnson. The duo
were Wayne County Sheriff
officers, who were acting out
purse snatchings several times
to show how to thwart the
crime during the holiday sea-
$OIL.

It was a lesson Maureen
Brown took to heart. Looking
at her purse, dangling from
her shoulder, she had to admuit,
“This is bad.”

Brown and her husband
Peter had come to the shopping
center to watch the demonstra-
tion put on for members of the
media in advance of the start of
the holiday shopping season.

“Boy, if T can pick up one
little tip... any little thing can
help,” said the Plymouth resi-
dent.

“This is the worst economy
ever and when the economy ig
poor, you're going to have more
people looking for an oppor-

tunity to steal,” said Wayne
County Sheriff Warren Evans.
“You have to be aware of your
environment.”

Davis played the victim for
the demonstration, making
several walks to a car, parked
several hundred feet from the
Kohl’s Wayne Road entrance.
Each time Johnson darted out
from in front of a white panel
van, grabbing her purse from
her shoulder as she talked on
her cell phone and loaded her
packages in the car.

He also waited until she had
placed the bags in the backseat
and was well on her way back
to the store, when he broke the
window with a hammer to gain
access.

According to Evans, the dif-
ferent scenarios showed what
shoppers need to do to stay
safe. In the case of the cell
phone, he said to make the
call in the mall “and get it out
of the way.” He also advised
women to place their purses
across their body or “better yet
across their bodies and under
a jacket.”

He also told shoppers to park
beside smaller vehicles, tak-
ing away a hiding place from
wollld-be thieves and to move
the car every time they make a
trip to the car to drop off pur-
chases.

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wayne County Sheriff 0fficer Ray Johnson steals the purse from fellow
officer Kenya Davis as she 1alks on & ceil phone while waiking to a car
in the parking lot of Westland Shopping Center during & shopping safety

demonstration.

“They're not going to follow
you,” Evans said. “These are not
violent people. The louder you
screarm, the less likely thev'll
continue.”

Joining Evans for the pre-
sentation was Westland Police
James Ridener, whose depart-
ment began a beefed-up pres-
ence at the mall Friday with
the official start of the holiday
shopping season.

“We'll have stepped-up
enforcement at the mall
through Christmas Eve,” he
said. “We'll have patrols inside
and outside.”

The mall has its own secu-
rity detail, but works with
Westland Police with added
patrols.

The Canton Police
Department will also be

increasing its patrols at local
shopping centers and stores
beginning Friday, Nov. 28
throungh Christmas.

In addition to regular
patrols, police officers will uti-
lize bicycles and semi-marked
patrol cars to maintain high-
visibiiity in parking lots and -
store fronts in an attempt to
deter eriminal activity. .

Shoppers are reminded to - -
stay alert while in stores and
parking lots.

“It's easy to get distracted
while shopping during the
holidays,” says Deputy Chief
Patrick Nemecek. “To decrease
your odds of becoming a vie-
tim, you should be aware of
your surroundings and your
belongings at ali times.”

smason@hometownlife.com | (734)953-2112
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47249 Five Mile (east of Beck)

. Room Available for Meetings &
- Parties [up to 15 people]

5 MILE ROAD i
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Excluding Food & Sale items
Expires 12-3-08&
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Additional Savins on Everything you Need to Care for Your Pet
Nutritional « Medical » Grooming

)
(7 SuppLiE

T

Hours: Man.-Fri, 10-7:30
Sat. 10-6 Sun, 12-4

1442 Ann Arbor Road {Between Main Street and Sheldon)

734.453.6930

- Visit our website for a complete list of products...www.specialtypet.com

BUSINESS

FROM PAGE Al

events, promotions, anniver-
saries, openings, closings and
other changes at our local busi-
nesses.

We will also feature a busi-
ness profile in a “question and
answer” format, with a nice
photo. Also look for a roundup

380 8. Main Street * Downtown Plymouth

134-416-9340
Tues & Wed Spm-10pm
Thurs Spm~11pm
Fri & Sat Spm-
Open for Lunches in December
QOpen Sunday December 14,21 & 28
(4pm-9pm)

of local business newsmakers
and items from the Canton
Chamber of Commerce.

“It’s a local business blitz
every Thursday in your Canton
Observer,” said Editor Kurt
Kuban. “We encourage our
business owners to e-mail
information to us, so we can
include them on this page.”

E-mail information about
events, grand openings, staff

changes with photos, and
requests to receive a Q&A-
form to fill out for the business
profile piece. All information
should be e-mailed to Kurt
Kuban at kkuban@hometown-
life.com. a :

This page will also be posted
on our Web site (www.home- -
townlife.com) where you can
read daily news updates and
information.

12am

day Parties

eople 7 days a week
quet Menus available on'l

Food, Fun & Friends
380 8. Main Street * Downtown, P_lymo”

734-416-0100
Mon, Tues, Wed 11am-10pm
Thars Tam-11pm

Sat 12pm-12am

Fri llam-12am s

Sun Ipm-I0pm

- T # Ty
e ctoodirnd ety dove {938
¥ hd

FREE: DESIGN* & COST EFFECTIVE CONSTRUCTION

. *with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies - 734-737-0500

886 N. Mill Street, Plymauth, Michigan 48170 1424
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On the job

Canton Township Clerk Terry Bennett
{center) swore in the trustees of the
Canton Library Board at a ceremony
during the library board's monthly
meeting on Nov. 19. The new board
consists of Don Turner (from left),
Colteen Van Auken, James Gillig,
Michael Steqgrist, George Snow and
James G. Fausone. The Library Board
of Trustees is made up of community
members who are elected every four
years on a nonpartisan ballot, They
meet the third Thursday of every
month at 7:30 p.m. The public is
invited o attend.

- Curbside pick-up of residen-
tial yard waste ends this'week
for Canton residents and will
not resume until Apiil. There
will be no pickup on Thursday,
Nov. 27. Residents whose col-
lection date falls on the 27th
‘will have their yard-waste col-
lected on Friday, Nov. 28.

After Nov. 28, items such as’
grass clippings, leaves, yard
and garden waste, pruning
debris, wood debris, and brush
will no longer be accepted at
the curb. However, Canton
Waste Recycling (CWR),
located at 42020 Van Born
Road, will have a yard waste
truck available at their facility

Joe Gannon .
We're recommended
by Joe Gannon

» Affordable
* 0% Financing Available
* Extended Warranties

s Quality Instaflation

Our 34th Year!

\ 5919 MIDDLEBELT = LIVONIA

gf'icing '

UNITED TEMPERATURE

on Friday, Dec. 12 from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 13
from 8-11 a.m. for any resident
who missed the last pickup.

Yard waste collection ends this week

themselves:

For more information on
yard waste, recycling ot refuse
collection, please refer to your ~

Canton Resource Guide or call
CWR at (734) 397-5801.

Residents are required to place
all yard waste inside the truck

e %‘&Q .
£ Wiilona Furs, A New York Icon, Is - 3

“GzOING OUT OF BUSINESS”
Known Worldwide For Top Line
Designers And The Very Finest
Mink & Russign Sables & Lynx

His Helrs Want To Liquidate!
Ang Dittrich Furs Has the
Remaining Inventory Al
Licuidation Prices

Thisls The
Opportunity Of A Lifetime
withall
Russian Sable Coats from
88,000 10511,000,
Russian Lynx Coats from
36,500 to 510,000
Shewred Mink Coats from
84,000 1w 56,800
Mink Coois from

$3.000 10 310.000 e 5
¢ (B ens™ o v SRGF

Blaomfleld Hifls ® (4% 642-3000
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g 166 10 Gpm Defroit € (313) 873-8300
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. Use Earth-Friendly Fertilizer_ 1

for Green Grass &
Water Quality Protection

* Slow-Release Nitrogeri
* Low or No Phosphorus
‘¢ Free of Pesticides

Thegreatetslection o ewels.. ot the fowestpossleprics
= SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! =~

DIAMONDS » SILVER » GOLD + BEADS « PEARLS « RINGS « EARRINGS « NECKLACES
ESTATE JEWELRY » COLORED GEMS - WATCHES - FREE JEWELRY CLEANING

of m m;.gi;;r_like:yoﬁ!

Funded in paﬂz by the Wayne County Rouge River National Wet Weatheﬁl)emonstration Proje:ét. :
¥or more information, in Oakiand County call 248-858-0958, in Wayne County call
' 888-223-2363 or see ous website at h

www.lnterGem.com

whera Jatroi moms meet

2702598pd

ADONN
UNIVERSH

TY

~» Clinical Psy c

« Criminal Justice
» g-Lommerce
«Education

- Health Service

www.allianceofrougecommunities.com

Building trades workers liviniin the Wayne

County community extend t

eir thanks to

Your policy of employing local building trades
workers for the construction of the beautiful new

" Good jobs employing
Michigan workers:

¢ Help workers support local businesses.
B\ * Make it possible to make contributions
} tochurches and charitable
organizations. ‘
» Keep tax dollars in the community.
* Allow workers to afford health
insurance and enjoy retirement

benefits

~Thank You
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30% orr

Entire stock of Willow Tree® by DEMDACO
and Yankee Candle®. Give endearing angels,
figurines, keapsake boxes and great fragrances.
Reg. 11.50-330, door buster 8.05-821.

24.97

Chicago Cutlery® 25-piece Baslics Plus set.
Exclusively ours! The perfect gift for the chef
on your list! Reg. $75, sale 39.99 afier 1pm.

47 .97 src. seT

19.97 vour cHolce

Panasonic razors. For her, the Close Curves®
razor with wet-dry capability for use in shower
or fub, bikini trimmer and charger, For him, the
Pro Curve™ razor is fully immersible wet-dry, with
floating double heads, sideburn/mustache trimmer
& charger. Reg. $5C ea., sale 24.99 aa. after 1pm.

Monaco luggage set from Leisure. Includes 27", 24" & 20" uprights,
tote and toiletry kit. Reg. $200, sale 79.99 after 1pm.

2.97

Boys & Girls Club plush toys. Exclusively
ours — holiday plushl 10% of the total sales
will benefit your local Boys & Girls Clubs,
Reg. $10, sale 4,99 after 1pm.

29.97

Conair® garment streamer. Just five minutes
to heat up for 40 minutes of steaming.

Includes door hook. 6-fl. power cord, Reg. $60,

sale 39.99 after 1pm

15.97 vour cHolce

Neck or back massagers. Choose from
Caonair® back massager with heat therapy
option or Homedics neck massager with
heat and a flexible shape for the perfect fit
Reg. $40 ea., sale 19.99 ea. after 1pm.

j

S Vet
fo e opllowt

nts not valid on Door Busters,

15.97 Arrer RE“F;ZAT\:E

The Perfect Pitlow®. Temperature-smart foam adijusts to
your shape and movement for allnight perfect comfort.
With a machine washable velour cover for easy care.
Fits a standard-size pillow case and has S-year mir,

warranty. Reg. $80. sale 29.99 affer 1pm,

door bustar 24 97, 19.97 after $5 mfr, mail-in rebate.

6.97

Micropglush throw.
Cuddleupina

cozy warm throw.

in blue, blue plaid,
antique white, stripe,
warm sand, gamet
plaid and gamet.
Reg. $22, sale 9.9¢
after 1pm.

NI

69.97 vour croice

Cuisinart 10-cup coffee makers.

Grind & Brew ™ or Thermal Programmable
coffee makers feature 24-howr programmiability,
Brew Pause™ and limited 3-yr warranty

Reg. $120 & $125. sale 79.99 ea. after 1pm.

SR

39.97

Dirt Devil Dynamite
Upright vacuum. Enjoy a
tidy home with these tidy
savings! With Altergen
Filtration system, 20-ft.
cord and s fight enough
to carry anywhers!
Reg. $100, sale 40.9g
after tpm.

37.97

Oster® blender/food processor.

An indispensable kitchen focl Features a
450-watt moter, stainless steel blades and
dishwasher-safe, 5-cup glass container.

Reg. $80, sale 49.99 after 1pm. o

www.hometownlife.com
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19.97 AFTER REBATE
Mr. Coffee® 12-Gup coffee maker.
Pragrammable coffee 'maker features
two-hour aute shut-off, brewing

Pause ' Serve-funiction and remagvable
fiiter basket for easy cleaning. Reg. $60,
sals 39.99 after 1pm, door busier 20.97,
18.97 after $10 mir. mail-in rebate,

79.97 ArFTER REBATE

Nextar™ M3-03 navigation system. Features maps of all 50 states 3 5" LCD toich
screen and rechargeable battery. Inciudes street specific voice prompts, mounting

bracket and chargers. Reg. $300, sale- 129.99 after 1pm, door buster 99.97,
79.97 after $20 mir. mail-in rebate. Tech Trek Dapariment,

[

cina 3-pc. buffet server

variming tray. Includes three
Hie 2.5-GE chafing dishes

$100, sa}e 59 99' z

199.97 ArFtER 330
MFR. MAIL-IN REBATE
Nextar™ 14-BC Navigation system,
Features maps of all 50 states and Canada,
an oversized 4.3" LCD touch screen and
rechargeable battery. Includes fext-to- -
speech feature that clearly pronounces -
street names. Plus, bonus back-up
camera included! Camera mounts to your

49.97

The Sharper Image® 4GB MP3 player.

Take your music anywhere! Holds

approximately 960 sengs and features a
video player and photo viewer. Includes
built-in rechargeable battery, Reg. $150,

rear license plate and wirelessly activates
the view screen when you put your car in
reverse. Reg. $600, sale 299.99 after 1pm,
door buster 229.97, 199.97 after $30 mifr.

sale 89.99 after 1pm. Picture simulated. mail-in rebate. Tach Trek Depariment.

Tech Trek Department.

29.97

The Sharper Image® remote control robot car,
Transforms from car to robot and back again -
at the push of a button! Includes rechargeable
battery. Reg. $80, saie 39.99 after 1pm.

Tech Trek Department.

29.97 srrerresate 69.97

Nextar™ 3.5" digital frame. Holds up to 3,000  Photoshare 7" digitai photo frame.

photos. Interchangeable black wood and black  Displays digital photos, videos and plays music.
or white acrylic frames. Reg. $100, sale 49.99 Classic walnut wooden frame compliments any

after 1pm, door buster 39.87, 29.97 after $10 décor. Includes remote, 128MB built-in memwory
mfr. mail-in rebate. Tech Trek Department. and programmabie shut-cff feature. Reg. $200,

sale 89.992 after 1pm. Picture simulated.
Tech Trek Department.

12.97

RC “Savage” car.
Powerful and blazing
fast! Features super
spinning action with
amazing single-tire
wheelies. Reg, $40,
sale 15.98

after 1pm.
Tech Trek Department.

For the store nearest you or to shop online, visit us at bonton.com.

Door Busters effective 4 a.m. - 1 p.m. Friday, November 28, 2008. Sale prices effective Friday, Navember 28 through
Saturday, November 29, 2008. No price adiustments for previously purchased clearance merchandise. Ertire Stock offers
exctude Clearance and Incradible Value merchandise. Regular and original prices reflect offering prices in effect during the 90
days before or after this sale, but not necessarily during the past 30 days. Savings may not be based on actual sales. Intermediate
markdowns may have been taken. Merchandise, style and color avallability may vary by store and oniine. {19885A]

39.97

The Sharper Image® digitai photo keychain.  The Sharper Image® digital photo viewer.

12.97

Features 3.2" LCD screen, 256MB memory

1.4" high-resclution LCD screen. that holds up to 500 photos slide show feature
Rechargeable battery. Software included. and built-in, rechargeable battery. Reg. $150,
Reg. $50, sale 24.99 after 1pm. Picture simulated.  sale 62.99 after 1pm. Picture simulated,

Tech Trek Department. Tech Trek Department.,

Displays up to 80 photes on a full-color
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act on smoking ban

In political c1rcles, the time between the November
general election and. the day the new state Legislature is
seated in January is unflatteringly known as the lame-
duck session.

This span of time is fraught with danger for residents

and taxpayers because, for many legislators, there are no

more restraints on what they can do. Those on the way
out after losing the election have nothing more to lose
in whatever action they take, and often much to gain for
their post-elected office careers.

Some legislators say that valuable work is accomplished
in lame-duck sessions and, indeed, some serious issues,
such as budgets, are hammered out under the pressure of
the dwindling days of a legislative session. .

There is one significant issue the Legislature should
address before it calls it a year: Approve a-ban on smok-
ingin pubhc places.

Once again, partisan politics has overshadowed good
governance when it comes to this issue. Democrats and
Republicans seem to both favor dragging Michigan into
the 21st century regarding this public health issue — and
make no mistake, it is a public health issue — but they
can't agree on what businesses, if any, should be exempt
from the smoking ban.

For once, our political leaders need to turn their backs
on the special interests who line campaign coffers and
address the issue head on. If it can work in California
and Canada and Great Britain without bankrupting the
restaurant/batr/casino industry, then it can work here as
well.

It’s time to end the debate and approve the smoking
ban. . :

Face up to reality
of poverty in area

Poverty has a face, but there’s no need to look at pic-
tures of the homeless and the hungry in countries around
the world to recognize it.

In Oakland and Wayne counties today, that is as likely
to be the face of your neighbor’ child as it is the faces of
families in less affluent areas.

Layoffs, spiraling utility costs and higher groecery
bills are all drawing new pictures of the face of poverty.
Economists are projecting that the need will grow in
2009 as the unemployment rate is expected to jump to

10.5 percent by the end of .

the year. ‘ Local agencies, however, are
Local agencies, however, - airaady raporting significant

are already reporting signif- | .

icant increases in requests [IMCTEASeS fﬂqliF-StS

f:or help-dAil:l Trtosngeor;ie for help. At Troy People
oncerned, the stall reports

that the size of the requests co“cemeq' the staft reports

for help have grown, much that the size of the requests

have skyrocketed. eer s
Fulfilling those requests & the utility bills we all pay

for help offers hope that have skyrocketed, Fulfilling

there is one month more a
wage earner can keep her those requests for help

house or feed his family offers hiope that there is one
while lookmg for work. month more a waue earner

Now more than ever, it’s
time to look those needs Can keep her house or feed

in the face. Here are a few his family while looking for

ways,
The Salvation Army has work.

gone high tech with a segure

online donation site (www.

onlineredkettle.org), but it still needs bell ringers for its
annual Red Kettle campaign.

In Rochester Hills, the all-volunteer Holiday Helpers
will again have a giving tree at city hall. Rochester Area
Neighborhood House, like Troy People Concerned, is
seeking donations of gas and grocery cards.

Just as someone in need is right around the corner,
there is no need to drive far to help.

Century 21 Hartford, 35615 Grand River in
Farmington, is a drop-off site for The Salvation Army’s
Toy Shop. The Toy Shop is an alternate Christmas pro-
gram for every family that is not “adopted” for the holi-
day. New, unwrapped toys, stuffed animals, games and
clothing for kids up to age 14, will be collected.

All items will be delivered to The Salvation Army loca-
tion at 27500 Shiawassee Road in Farmington Hills.
(Call (248) 478-6000.)

Keep your eyes peeled for other opportunities to help
in your hometown., It might not be polite to stare, but we
all must face up to the fact that poverty is looking right
back at us.
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Seek compromise for school

Perhaps the question should be “Does
Canton need a new charter school on
this proposed site?” Canton was and is a
bedroom community. The last few years it
seemis that the concerns of'the homeown-
€rs near a proposed commercial area are
totally ignored, dismissed, denigrated.
list: the Oakwood hospital debacle, the
Indian temple addition.

This is too narrow a strip of land to
construct a school. Why not build on Ford
Road or Michigan Avenue? There won't
be a negative impact on the home values
and thoseinterested in sueh a school Wﬂl
be happy.

Barbara Alcock
Canton

LaJoy deserves praise

I have known Phil LaJoy for several
years and he has represented Canton and
Van Buren townships in Lansing very well
over that time. There are many critical
issues facing Michigan that need to be
dealt with during the lame-duck session
of the State Legislature and Mr. LaJoy
needs to be there to represent us. Mr,
LaJoy has a history of selfless service to
the community, the state and the country.

As Michigan moves through this very
difficult time, we need to praise this self-
less behavior that is so rare today. We
need more community and business lead-
ers like Phil LaJoy to get Michigan back
on track as an economic powerhouse.
Thank you Mr. LaJoy. Thank you for your
personal sacrifices for the betterment of
our community and thank vou for public
service in Lansing. Good luck finishing
the missions you set out to complete 50
many years ago in this last session of your
legislative career.

Steven Graviin
Canton

Glad LaJoy is staying

T am glad that Phil LaJoy is staying on
in the State Legislature as long as he can.
He feels there are issues that he wants to
be a part of. I think that’s great,

Chris Dail
Canton

Support Big 3

Hats off to Jim Drozdowski for his let-
ter about saving the Big 3 (Nov.3). Iam a
retired GM worker, who spent 31 years at
Willow Run. I feel the same way he does
about buying American. If the people who
live in this country would support their
own, like I see people from other coun-
tries supporting their own, we wouldn't
have the mess we have today. Buying an
American vehicle saves American jobs
and keeps the money here. Now more
then ever, the automobile companies
need everyone to look at their products,
Supporting your friends and neighbors is
the right thing to do.

Robert Denstedt
Canton

Don't bail out Big 3

I have been purchasing and leasing
Ford/Mercury products on an exclusive
basis starting with my first car in the
1960s. I started with Ford because most
of my family worked for Ford in some

LETTERS

capacity or another and ! stayed with
Ford because I liked the product they
offered. Unlike Jim Drozdowski in his let-
ter “Save the Big 3,” I would never shame
anyone into buying autos only from the
Big 3 based on some specious sense of
patriotism.

I'would also go so far as to suggest that
the Big 3, in their present business model,
should not be saved because ultimately,
they cannot be saved; it just makes bad
economic sense to prop up companies that
are no longer viable, To do so would be to

" reward gross mismanagement, incompe-

tence and greed by both inanagement and
labor.

What would make sense is to allow the
companies to recrganize under bank-
ruptey protection into vidble, sustainable
business models. Taxpayer money could
be used to speed the process along.

Some critics are even saying that the
management currently in place at the
auto companies is incapable of perform-
ing the restructuring steps that are
needed to make the companies viable
again and are calling for an independent
authority to step in. That may be another
option to consider but pouring taxpayer
money into firms burning through cash
because they are not selling their prod-
ucts, is just plain irresponsible.

Janusz M Szyszko
Canton

Congress should look in mirror

I found it incredulous that Congress
criticized the antomakers for their private
jets. Perhaps it was not good judgment to
use the jets. But Congress needs to look
into a mirror. Our country is trillions of
dollars in debt, yet members of Congress
receive large paychecks, work short hours,
and have some of the best health care and
retirement plans in the world, as well as
untold benefits from lobbyists. In addi-
tion, when they wrote the $700 billion
check to the banksters, they didn’t even
put it in writing that the money should
not be given out in unconscionable botus-
es. It seems American manufacturing is
the favored whipping boy.

This country spends billions of dollars
a year for the care of illegal aliens (hitp://
endiana.blogspot.com/2008/02/cost-
of-illegal-immigration.html — thisis a
subsidy to various businesses that illegally
employ illegal aliens). We shell out billions
in foreign ajd to other countries, even
though we are hardly in a position to do
50. Neither of these tax-sucking programs
benefits citizens. Yet our own American .
companies go wanting,

I also worry about the defense of our
nation. In the 1940s, it was our manufac-
turing base, specifically the automotive
companies, who stepped up to the plate
to manufacture the weapons of war that
defeated both Germany and Japan. If one
of the superpowers that we now grovel to
{or goods and money decides to invade
our shores, I doubt we can count on
Toyeta or Honda to come to our aid, espe-
cially if we were again attacked by Japan.
Without a strong manufacturing base, we
are sitting ducks. It was FDR who said
“Detroit is the Arsenal of Democracy.”
Outsourcing our military manufacturing

necessary, it includes leveling the playing
field with foreign competition. See http://
buchanan.org/blog/2008/11/pjb-who-
killed-detroit. We need Americans to sup-

_port our citizens and our defense by buy-

ing American products, including cars,
whenever possible. We must also work to
bring back other industries that have been -
shipped out of our country in the name of
globalization.

" We must protect and defend our fragile
repuiblic by supporting American manu-
facturing. We are counting on Congress to
do the right thing.

Peg Robichaud :
Canton

Prolid of band .

Plymouth-Canton, you have much to be
proud of. Your marching band competed
this past week at the Bands of America
Grand Nationals held at the new Lucas
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis; against over.
90 of the nation’s top high school march-
ing bands.

From these bands, 34 advanced to the
semifinals, and yvour band was there.
From these bands, 12 advanced to vie for *
the National Championship, and your
band was there. And when the competi-
tion was over, your Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band placed 11th in the nation!

Martin Montoya and his staff areto be
commended for their perseverance, dedi- -
cation, and work ethic preparing these
170 students to believe in themselves and
execute their best performances of the
year, )

Graduating band members, recall your
past years with fond memories of band
camp, regionals, GLI; states and nation-
als, Your years with the band now become
part of the continuing legacy of PCMB.

Returning members relish your accom-
plishments! Upon you, the band now
rests! Welcome the challenge to succeed
and surpass in 2009. ‘

Incoming freshmen and prospective
students thinking about joining the band?
Talk to a band member and they will tell .
you that the years fly by, the satisfaction is
intense and the friendships are forever.

Thomas Edison once wrote: “The object’
of all work is production or accomplish-
ment and to either of these ends there:
must be forethought, system, planning,
intelligence, and honest purpose as well
as perspiration.”

Congratulations to all on ajob well done.

Carl Katafiasz

Canton

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We weicome your letters to the editor, Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
{ivonia, MI 48150

is, in my opinion, quite insane. Destroying +fax:

our manufacturing base is a close second.
The rescue of the American automo-

tive industry is essential for our country’s

security. This includes not only the loans

(734) 5917279

Emait
kkuban®hometowntife.com

QUOTABLE

“We will work to preserve what we have in Canton. The next four years will be some of the most difficult in our' _
lifetime and, without question, we will face challenges but we are well positioned.”

- Canton Townshap Trustee Todd Caccame, who was sworn in for a new four-year term last week
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Library blood drive

The Red Cross Blood Mobile
will be at the Canton Public
Library on Friday, Nov. 28 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Appointments
are available by calling the
library at (734) 397-0999. Walk-
ins are welcome.

According to the Red Cross,
every two seconds someone in
America needs blood. The need
does not decrease during the
holiday season but donations
often do. Blood is needed for
emergencies and for people who
have cancer, blood disorders,
sickle cell, anemia and other ill-
nesses. Some people need regu-
lar blood transfusions to live.

Chamber luncheon

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host its annual
holiday luncheon at 11:30
a.m., Wednesday, December
3 at Summit on the Park. The
Plymouth-Canton Madrigal
Choir will be performing. Each
person is asked to please bring
an unwrapped toy or gift for the
Canton Goodfellows. Cost of the
lunchis $20.

Reservations are required.
Call the Chamber office at {734)
453-4040. Deadline for reser-
vations is Monday, Dec. 1. The
luncheon is sponsored by Saint
Joseph Merey Canton Health
Center.

Trails group seeks
volunteers

Canton residents interested
in helping to support, maintain,
and champion the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail should
plan to attend an open meeting
on Thursday, Dec. 4 from 7-9
p-m. in the Lower Level Room
A of the Canton administra-
tion building, located at 1150 S.
Canton Center Road. Canton
Leisure Services is hosting the
meeting in an effort to receive
citizen input for planning special
trail events, ranger recruitment
and design of interpretive trail
signage.

Whether you're interested in
volunteering as a ranger, help-
ing to organize a special event,
or creating interpretive sign
designs, Leisure Services has an
opportunity for everyone, We
are also looking for eitizen input
regarding the promotion of
canoeing, kayaking and fishing
in the Lower Rouge River.

The meeting is open to all

AROUND CANTON

(:elebratmq diversity

Canton resident Nimisha Shah recently participated in a celebration of
diversity at DTE Energy headquarters in Detroit. The event featured food

and music from a variety of cultures, as well as a presentation by company
employees representing countries around the world through language and

traditional costumes. As part of the program, Shah spoke in Gujarati, a
language spoken in the indian state of Gujarat. Shah is a project manager in
the company's information technology organization.

Canton residents. For more
information on the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail, please
call Canton Park Office at (734)
394-5310. '

Spotlight Players
scholarships

Local theater group Spotlight
Players is encouraging local mid-
dle and high school students to
apply for a $250 scholarship that
can be used for a theater-related
{raining program. Applicafions
are due no later than Feb. 15,
2009 and can be downloaded
from www.spotlightplayers.net.

Students must be attending

* middle school or high school to
be considered for the scholar-
ship. Recipients will be selected
by Spotlight Players board of
governors. Selection criteria
includes the scholarship applica-
tion which requests applicants
to list on and off stage theater
experience, theater related train-
ing, and how they plan to use
the scholarship. Affiliation with
Spotlight Players is not neces-
sary but will be taken into con-
sideration.

Spotlight Players is the resi-
dent adult theater group for the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill,
located at Ridge and Cherry
Hill Roads in Canton Township.
Formerly the Plymouth Theater
Guild, Spotlight Players is a non-
profit organization and has been
in existence for 62 years.

Spotlight Players will have six
performances of “You Can't Take
It With You” between Nov. 28-
Dec. 6 at the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill.

For more information on
Spotlight Players, scholarship
applications and current shows
visit www.spotlightplayers.net or
call (734) 480-49445,

Canton Toastmasters

The Canton Communicators
Toastmasters Club, a non-
profit group where members
learn both communication and
leadership skills, meets every
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Canton Coney Island at 8533
Lilley Road, just south of Joy
Road, in. the Golden Gate Plaza.
Visitors are always welcome. For
more information, please con-
tact Bonnie at (734) 646-2237.

Christmas craft show

St. Thomas a’Becket Catholic
Church, 555 S. Lilley Road,
Canton (southeast corner of
Cherry Hill and Lilley), will
host its Christmas craft show
from. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday
Dec. 6. The event will feature
more than 85 crafters, abake
sale, and lunch will be available.
Admmission is $2. Children under
12 will be admitted free. For
more information, contact the
chureh at (734) 981-1333,

Shop Canton Holiday Fest
The Shop Canton Holiday

We get your dentures fitting right the first time! §
We guarantee it!

¢ Same Da

Get

DENTURES

w/Exftractions
* CROWNS-$200 OFF
e FLEXIBLE SOFT PARTIALS

your I -

dental work done
before your ll

insurance

runs out!

AMERICAN MADE
RIGHT HERE IN
LIVONIA!

APPLE DENTURE CENTER & MORE, L. L C
28200 West 7 Mile Rd. ¢ Suite 126 ¢ leoma, MI 48152

Visit Santa Land

for Pictures with ‘
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(248) 777-7547

Cost is $10, which will be 1§

donated to Active Faith.

HOURS: Friday 4pme-Bpm
Saturdsy ipw-Tpm Sunday ipm-ipm

OEQ8G626113

' Featuring Hot Chocolate
Hot Cider and Donuts
Friday 4pm-Spm
Saturday 10am-Spm
.- Sunday 10am-3pm

65th class reunion

Members of the Ypsilanti High School Class of 1943 held a reunion last month at Waltonwood in Canton, According
to Canton resident Mary Kathryn Skinner, “We had a lovely iunch and enjoyed much taik. It was a fun time for ali,
Pictured are (on couch) Lottie Webster and Donna Flowry. Standing (from left) are Phil Stokes, Donald Gill, Skinner,
June Johnson, Mae Alice and Joe Butcko, Audree Benswanger, Betty Katz, Trudy Bohms, and Elaine Brite.

Fest will take place from noon
to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6, at
the Willow Creek Shopping
Center (north side of Ford Road
between Lilley and Haggerty).
As part of ShopCanton for the
Holiday Campaign, the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, in
conjunction with the DDA and
Canton Leisure Services, will
host the 2008 Holiday Fest. The
guest of honor will be Santa. In

addition, there will be Christmas

carolers, lots of family activities,
a coloring contest, hot chocolate,
coffee, cookies and much more. J

If you would like to volunteer
for this event, call the Chamber
office at (734) 4530-4040.

Canton Newcomers

The Canfon Newcomers will

. host their next monthly meet-

ing at 7:15 p.m., Dec. 3 at the .
Sunflower Chibhouse (45800
Hanford, west of Canton
Center). The evening will include
socializing, neighbor introduc-
tions, sign ups for more than 20
interest group activities (play-
groups, Bunco, Scrapbooking,
Book Club, Men’s Poker Night,
Couples Social, and more), and
a raffle that will benefit the -
Canton Goodfellows.

There will also be 2 dinner
hosted by Palermo’s Restaurant
as well as dessert by Back Home

Bakery. For more information or
1o receive a complementary copy
of the group’s newsletter, please
visit www.cantonnewcomers.

org or call Melanie at (734) 207~
3341

Canton business women

The Canton Business &
Professional Women will meet
from 6-8:30 p:m., Monday, Dec.
8 at-Rose’s Restaurant, 201 N
Canton Center Road (west side
of Canton Center Road just
north of Cherry Hill). The guest
speaker will be Judy Ellis of First
Step. The group will be present-
ing First Step with donations
for its ‘wish list.” Attendees are
asked to bring a gift. You must
RSVP for this meeting by Friday,
Dec. 5 to Irene Psilis by e-mail-
ing Irene.Psilis@ncme.com or
calling (734) 981-7810.

Goodfellows help

Several local merchants are
hosting fund-raisers for the
Canton Goodfellows. Showroom
of Elegance Fine Jewelry, 6018
Canton Center Road, is continu-
ing its annual “Goodfellows No
child without a Christmas” drive
through Dec. 5. The store will
be collecting canned goods and
non perishakle items and offer-
ing a chance to win a $600 Visa
card for bringing in your canned

goods.

“This is our way to help those
children in the Flymouth-
Canton school district that are
in need and wouldn’t etherwise
have a Christmas or food while
out of school on the holiday
break. Our need is great this
year with over 600 children to

. provide for. We need so much

help. Please join us in this mis-
sion,” said Linda Robin, owner
of the jewelry story. For more
information, contact the store at
(734) 207-1906 or e-mail linda-
robinl@ameritech.net.

Also, Indigo Salon and Day
Spa, located in Canton’s Cherry
Hill Village, will be holding a
Canton Goodfellow’s Gifts For
Kids Charity Day on Sunday
Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

. Indigo will be open for business

with a full service menu (res- .
ervations requested) and 100
percent of the money from ser-
vices rendered will go towards
the Goodfellows goal of provid-
ing Christmas gifts to 600 less -
fortunate children in the Canton
area. In addition, Indigo will be
matching 50 percent-of the total
retail sales for the day.

To make a reservation, visit
www.indigosalonanddayspa.
com to view the full service
menu and price lists. Contact
Indigo at (734} 961-3248.

it’s The Greatest

n f@ﬂays Mamet While no one knows where the

market is heading, you can
take comfort in knowing where

B&ﬂkiﬂg p&m ﬁf ﬁﬁ, Comerica Bank has been.

Right here, since 1849.

With almost 160 years of

experlence behind us, you
can bank with confidence.

s

R00-282-1300 » comerica.com
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With more than 800 primary care and speciaity care
physicians, highly trained stalf and the most up-to-daie
facilities in the area, Oakwood Annapolis delivers
comprehensive care o people
of all ages. With ER, cardiac
éare inciuding emergent
angioplasty, surgical services,
open MRI and more, we offer
the capabilities of a big

hospital with the individual

care you desgerve.

CUR NEW BIRTHING CENTER DELIVERS
EXCEPTIONAL CARE.

Cakwoeod Annapolis brings the
highest level of care 1o the next
generationl of our community
with our new Birthing Center.
This award-winning Obstelrical
Unit features Western Wayﬁe

County’s only LDRPs,

cor}xbining Labor, Delivery,

Recovery and Fostpartum all in the same private room.

LEADING THE FIGHT ACAINST CANCER
iN DUR COMMUNITY. |

Qur alimdigitéi Breast Care Center offers minimally invasive
breast biopsy services, with doctors who are experts in
cancer diagnosis and treatment. Additionaiiy, our top-noich

oncology facilities include an Ouipatient infusion Center, a

CEQB8E30987

HE LEADER IN PRIMARY CAR'E |

THE ENTIRE FAMILY.

laboratory and radiclogy capabilities, including CT and
MRI. We're also the leaders in urology, providing advanced

urological treatment of prostate cancer (bracytherapy).

WE WON. YOU WIN.

Oakwood Annapolis has received many awards, honors and
accolades including the 2007 Michigan Quality Council Award,
the state’s highest honor for outstanding quality and lead'ership.
We received the Joint Commission's Gold Seal of Approval

for Joint Replacement and we've been acknowledged in

Vilal magazine as one of the
area’s Top Hospitals. We're at
the forefront of the Michigan
Health & Hospital Association’s
Keystone Safety Initiatives, with
award-winning outcomes in ICU

and Obstetrical Care. All of

which means better care for you.

Annapolis delivers unsurpassed care for every member of
the family, young and old alike. All with the warm, friendly
atmosphere you've come 1o rely on. Maybe the reason we're
so successful at caring for families is that we feel we're part

of the family. For more information, visit oakwood.org.

Oakwood’

We specialize. In you™

Oakwood Annapelis 33155 Annapolis Street

Hospital Wayne, Michigan 48184  800.543.WELL
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