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Community leaders 

clowning around 
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Ann Theut, Peggy McGee, and Iris Endres wrap shoe boxes that will be filled with gifts. 

if* • 

Donations designed tohelp the world's needy 

Organizer Annie Grimes displays a finished 
gift box. 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVERSTAFf WRITER 

Candy? Check.! 
Crayons? Check. 
A teddy bear? Check. 
How about toothpaste? Check. 
After glancing over the shoe box 

stuffed with goodies, Annie Grimes 
sealed it and smiled. 

"Look at how happy they are," she 
said, whipping out a promotional 
flyer for Samaritan's Purse, a non­
profit Christian relief and evangelism 

organization. "Some children don't 
even know what a Christmas gift is 
and that's why we do this." 

For six years, Grimes, a resident 
of Waltonwood at Cherry Hill, has 
solicited the help of friends to assem­
ble care packages to donate to the 
North Carolina-based organization. 

The gifts, which are tailored to 
boys and girls in three age groups, 
are tucked inside of shoe boxes deco­
rated with wrapping paper. Grimes, 

Please see DONATIONS, A3 

New board members ready to go to work 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

John Anthony, Terry Bennett, Todd 
Caccamo, Syed Taj and Pat Williams 
were sworn into office Thursday in a 
ceremony attended by family, friends 
and township officials. 

Before administering the oath of 
office, Judge Mike Gerou told the 
newly elected Canton Township Board 
members that although they will face 
many challenges in the coming months 
they have a "terrific community to 
work" with. 

Williams, Caccamo, Taj and 
Anthony all say they are ready to 
get going as township trustees and 
Bennett was sworn in as both the 
township clerk and as an alternate 
chair for the Western Townships 
Utilities Authority. 

Melissa McLaughlin was unable 
to be sworn in as treasurer Thursday 
because of a family medical issue. 

"As soon as she gets a chance, I will 
swear her in," said Bennett, adding that 
she believes McLaughlin will take the 
oath before Tuesday^ board meeting. 

Township Supervisor-elect Phil 

Township Clerk Terry 
Bennett, who organized 
a successful election a 
few weeks ago, attempts 
to organize the new 
trustees for a group 
photo. They are John 
Anthony, Pat Williams 
Judge Michael Gerou, 
Syed Taj and Todd 
Caccamo. 
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LaJoy is expected to take the oath of 
office in mid-December in order to 
continue representing the 21st District 
in the state House. 

Caccamo said in spite of the nation's 
economic turbulence, he is excited to 
begin a second term. 

"We will work to preserve what we 
have in Canton," He said. "The next four 
years will be some of the most difficult 
in our lifetime and, without question, 
we will face challenges but we are well 
positioned." 

Anthony, who often campaigned 
with Williams and has met with Taj, 
said he is optimistic that the new board 
will continue to move the township 
forward. 

"I think it's a good mix of new faces 
and new thoughts and new ideas," 
he said. "We are not governed by old 
traditions and we will be able to think 
outside the box. I just look forward to 
serving all of the people." 

tlparks@tiometownlife.com j (734) 953-2170 

prices 
easing pump pain 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The pain at the pump has been 
replaced by happiness. 

"I'm going to get my change," 
LouAnn Lansu of Canton said with 
a chuckle as her car filled up with­
out costing the $20 she pre-paid. 
"I'm really happy about these prices. 
A couple months ago, I was paying 
$60 to fill up but now you can spend 
$20 and go somewhere." 

Many motorists, like Lansu, are 
getting a kick out of falling gas pric­
es, said Kyle Filer, of the Speedway 
Gas Station at Ford and Canton 
Center roads. 

"Even if it's 40 cents, they are like 
'Give it back!' because they haven't 
been able to get change in so long," 
he said, while his co-worker Danny 
Sanders agreed. "Everyone had got­
ten used to spending more so they 
are definitely happier." 

After filling her Ford Focus 
for $20.47, college student Julia 
Schmitz said she's thankful for the 
chance to free up money previously 

spent on fuel. 
"I have to drive to Dearborn four 

days a week for school so this is 
helping a lot," she said. 

Jamil Makki of the Canton Mini 
Mart service station at Cherry Hill 
and Lilley roads said the decrease 
in gas prices hasn't just tickled his 
customers. 

"I'm happy about it," he said with 
a laugh. "I fill up three times a week 
so I'm saving about $75." 

And like Filer at Speedway, Makki 
said many customers are delighted 
when they realize they've overpaid. 

"So many people come in and say 
'Give me $40 on pump two' and 
then they have to come back in and 
get $15 in change," he said. 

And while some are rejoicing as 
per-gallon costs fall under $1.80, 
others have tempered their joy with 
caution. 

Tra waiting for it to go back up," 
said Tom Fraas of Okemos as he 
filled up his Chevy Trailblazer. "But 
I would, have loved to see these pric­
es in the summer. I was paying close 
to $4.18 a gallon." 

Lou Ann Lansu 
gets change back 
from Kyle Filer 
after taking less 
money than usual 
to fill her gas 

X tank. 
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Judge denies appeal of recall language 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Organizers of a recall petition 
drive targeting two Wayne-Westland 
school board members have been 
cleared to continue circulating peti­
tions after a Wayne County Circuit 
Court judge ruled Friday that the 
use of an acronym for the district's 
teachers union was acceptable. 

"The judge denied the appeal, he 
made it very clear that we under­
stood why we were being challenged 
and that people would know what 
WWEA means," saidShawnn 
Maxwell who is spearheading the 
campaign to force the recall of 
school board President Martha 
Pitsenbarger and Vice President Skip 
Monit. "We only have to have clarity 
of the action taken and we had it in 
the language." 

Attorney Alan Canady argued that 
if the petition drive ends in a recall 
election, voters going to the polls 
would want to know what the acro­
nym stands for. 

According to Monit, Judge 
William J. Giovan acknowledge that 
while the vote by the school board 
to adopt hearing procedures to dis­

cipline teachers who had walked off 
the job on Oct. 6 "was done in an 
environment where it's known what 
that (WWEA) stands for," the cover­
age that surround the four-day strike 
has made the acronym recognizable 
to residents. 

The ruling clears the way for recall 
supporters to continue collecting 
signatures of register voters in the 
district. Maxwell said the plan is to 
submit the petitions to the Wayne 
County clerk by Jan. 30, in advance 
of the 95-day limit for getting issues 
on the May election ballot; 

Plans to submit language to recall 
board Secretary Cindy Schofield 
and Trustee William Gabriel 
to the Wayne County Elections 
Commission also have been delayed. 
Maxwell had said that language was 
going to submitted on Friday, but she 
now plans to meet with recall com­
mittee members this weekend about 
delaying it until the August election. 

With the petition drive mov­
ing forward, Monit said he and 
Pitsenbarger will now start their 
own campaign to battle a possible 
recall election. They will form a cam­
paign committee and start holding 
fund-raisers. 
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AROUND CANTON 

Turkey Trot 

Canton will host its 6th 
Annual Turkey Trot for a Cause 
on Thanksgiving morning, at 
8:30 a.m., Nov. 27. Area resi­
dents are once again encour­
aged to take part in this special 
5K Fun Run & Walk through 
Heritage Park. Race.day regis­
tration for this 5K event starts 
at 8:30 a.m. at Pheasant Run 
Golf Club, located at 46500 
Summit Parkway. The kids' 
race will begin promptly at 9̂ 15 
a.m. with the adult race follow­
ing shortly after. 

All proceeds from this 
organized run will benefit 
the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Michigan. Adult entry fees are 
$20 through Nov. 21 or $25 the 
day of the event. Children 12 
years of age and younger can 
register for $10. 

Sponsors of the event include 
the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Michigan, Conor O'Neill's, 
J.M. Sons, Running Fit, 
Phillips Service Industries Inc., 
Rickard & Associates, Murray 
Home Improvement and 
Canton Leisure Services. 

Awards will be presented 
to the top overall and masters 
male and female runner post 
race at the finish line. For more 
information on the 6th Annual 
Thanksgiving Day 5K Fun Run 

CANTON CINEMA 
, Ttekat Ktoak & Tlctate Online 
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Funeral Packages 
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& Walk, please call the Canton 
Sports Center at (734) 483-
5600 or visit leisure.canton-
mi.org. 

Canton Newcomers 
The Canton Newcomers 

will host their next monthly 
meeting at 7:15 p.m., Dec. 3 
at the Sunflower Clubhouse 
(45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center).The evening 
will include socializing, neigh­
bor introductions, sign ups for 
more than 20 interest group 
activities (playgroups, Bunco, 
Scrapbooking, Book Club, 
Men's Poker Night, Couples 
Social, and more), and a raffle 
that will benefit the Canton 
Goodfellows. 

There will also be a dinner 
hosted by Palermo's Restaurant 
as well as dessert by Back 
Home Bakery. For more infor­
mation or to receive a comple­
mentary copy of the group's 
newsletter, please visit www. 
cantonnewcomers.org or call 
Melanie at (734) 207-3341. 

Canton business women 
The Canton Business & 

Professional Women will meet 
from 6-8:30 p.m., Monday, 
Dec. 8 at Rose's Restaurant, 
201N Canton Center Road 
(west side of Canton Center 
Road just north of Cherry Hill). 
The guest speaker will be Judy 
Ellis of First Step. The group 
will be presenting First Step 
with donations for its 'wish 
list.' Attendees are asked to 
bring a gift. You must RSVP 
for this meeting by Friday, Dec. 
5 to Irene Psilis by e-mailing 
Irene.Psilis@ncmc.com or call­
ing (734) 981-7810. 

Prison Family Support 
Group 

Do you have a family mem­
ber currently serving time in 
prison, a subject that you can't 
easily discuss with just anyone? 
Now, there's a place for help 
- for conversation - for under­
standing of what you are going 
through. 

Hope-4-Healing is a free on­
going support group for those. 
who have loved ones in prisdn,, 
providing a safe place to talk 
about it, share with and learn 
from others. The group meets 
the second Monday of every 

Junior Miss winner 
Canton High School student Willa Chen was the winner of the second-
annual Plymouth Canton Junior Miss scholarship program earlier 
this month at the Village Theater in Canton. Ten girls competed for 
scholarships totalling $4,950. Willa, the daughter of Kevin and Ling 
Chen (and sister of Bryant) of Canton, won scholarships totalling 
$2,250. She advances to the Michigan Junior Miss program in Ann 
Arbor March 14. Last year's winner, Erin Wheeler, presented Willa 
her Medal of Honor. Other scholarship winners included Sophia Daiy, 
the "People's Choice Award, $100; Stacy Mero, the "Spirit Award," 
$200; Stephanie Brown, "Physical Fitness" and "Talent" awards, 
$800; Raqueliah Hayes, "Self Expression Award," $300; Annie Zhang, 
"Interview Award," "Scholastic Award" and was first runner-up, 
receiving $1,100; Samantha Dieck was a finalist and received a $200 
scholarship. Anyone interested in participating in next year's program 
can go to the America's Junior Miss Web site at www.ajm.org and 
fill out an application. Anyone interested in volunteering with the 
program can contact Marissa Sarnecky at (313) 215-3512 or pcjrmiss® 
yahoo.com. 

month beginning in January 
2009 at Kirk of Our Savior 
Presbyterian Church, 36660 
Cherry Hill, in Westland. 

For additional information, 
contact Bonnie at (734) 646-
2237 or e-mail hope4healing@ 
rocketmail.com 

Luminaria sate 
The Plymouth Symphony 

League is selling Luminaria 
kits for the holiday season. 

Each $5 kit consists of 10 
white paper bags and 10 can­
dles and can be purchased at 
Gabriala's, Sideways, Saxton's 

and the Plymouth Symphony 
office at 470 Forest Place Suite 
18. from Nov., 24 to Dec, 24. 

For more information visit 
the symphony Web site at 
www.plymouthsymphony.org 

Goodfellows help 
Several local merchants 

are hosting fund-raisers for 
the Canton Goodfellows. 
Showroom of Elegance Fine 
Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center 
Road, is continuing its annual 
"Goodfellows No child without 
a Christmas" drive through 
Dec. 5. The store will be col­

lecting canned goods and non 
perishable items and offering a 
chance to win a $600 Visa card 
for bringing in your canned 
goods. 

"This is our way to help 
those children in the 
Plymouth-Canton school 
district that are in need and 
wouldn't otherwise have a 
Christmas or food while out 
of school on the holiday break. 
Our need is great this year 
with over 600 children to 
provide for. We need so much 
help. Please join us in this 
mission," said Linda Robin, 
owner of the jewelry story. For 
more information, contact the 
store at (734) 207-1906 or e-
mail lindarobinl@ameritech. 
net. 

Also, Indigo Salon and Day 
Spa, located in Canton's Cherry 
Hill Village, will be holding a 
Canton Goodfellow's Gifts For 
Kids Charity Day on Sunday 
Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 7 p-m. 
Indigo will be open for busi­
ness with a full service menu 
(reservations requested) and 
100 percent of the money 
from services rendered will go 
towards the Goodfellows goal 
of providing Christmas gifts to 
600 less fortunate children in 
the Canton area. In addition, 
Indigo will be matching 50 
percent of the total retail sales 
for the day. 

To make a reservation, visit 
www.indigosalonanddayspa. 
com to view the full service 
menu and price lists. Contact 
Indigo at (734) 961-3245. 

Nutcracker ballet 
More than 70 dancers from 

Canton-based Bunny Sanford's 
School of Dance will perform 
the Nutcracker ballet live on 
stage on Saturday, Dec. 13 
at Livonia Stevenson High 
School. There will be two per­
formances, at 11:30 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Tickets are available for 
$5. 

The production features 
original choreography and 
costumes from the Nutcracker 
Ballet that formerly appeared 
at the Fox Theatre and Detroit 
Opera House. The produc­
tion features Clara and the 
Nutcracker Doll, the whirling 
Waltz of the Snowflakes, high-
jumping Russians and much 
more, yet the performance 

length has been shortened 
just enough to accommodate 
younger ballet buffs. 

Tickets to The Nutcracker 
Ballet are available at the door 
or by calling Bunny Sanford's 
School of Dance at (734) 464-
7440. 

Connection Church (pre­
viously Tri-City Christian 
Center) will hold its annual 
Holiday Craft Fair from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
6. More than 60 crafters and 
vendors will be on hand. There 
will also be a holiday cookie 
sale and concessions area. ' 
Admission is $1. 

The church is located at 3855 
S. Sheldon Road in Canton 
(1/4 mile north of Michigan 
Avenue). 

For fair or table rental infor­
mation contact Sharon Chefan 
at (734) 397-1777 or e-mail her 
at sharon@connectionchurch. 
info. 

Senior party fund-raisers 
The PCEP Senior Party. 

Committee is inviting diners to 
dine out for "a wonderful cause," 
supporting the senior party by 
dining out at one (or more) of 
the area restaurants which have 
agreed to donate 20 percent of 
the purchases made during a 
specific time and date. 

Fund-raisers take place at 
the following restaurants oh 
the following dates: 

Wednesday, Dec. 17, at 
Buffalo Wild Wings; Monday, 
Jan. 12 at Palermo's; Thursday, 
Feb. 12 at Caravel; Monday, 
April 6 at Palermo's; and 
Thursday, May 7, also at 
Palermo's. All restaurants are 
on Ford Road in Canton. 

Detail information and a 
flyer is available at http://web. 
pccs.kl2.mi.us/pcep/pages/ 
classof/2009/senior-party09. 
htm (this flyer must be pre­
sented at time of purchase for 
us to receive 20% credit of your '• 
purchase). 

Visit the committee's blog 
at bttp://pcep09seniorparty. 
blogspot.com/ or its Web page 
at http://web.pccs.kl2.mi.us/ 
pcep/pages/classof/2009/ 
senior-party09.htm 

To volunteer or for questions, 
contact pcep-senior-party@ 
comcast.net. 

COMING SOON 

Popular brands at bargain prices 
Refrigerators»Freezers • Washers • Dryers • Stove 

Plymouth Plaza Shopping Center 
44465 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth 
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Reluctant 
Red Cross volunteer gets recognition 

for his disaster relief efforts 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When David West joined the 
American Red Cross as a vol­
unteer six years ago, he never 
thought it would result in him 
landing on a billboard on 1-94. 

"A neighbor called and told 
me and I said 'What are you 
talking about?' I don't do this for 
the recognition. I try to keep low 
key," said West, 60, of Canton. 

The retired General Motors 
logistics coordinator traveled to 
Galveston, Texas, in September 
to serve in the aftermath of ' 
Hurricane Ike and has previ­
ously volunteered in various 
parts of Florida, Indiana and 
California. 

In addition to being stunned 
a while back by the oversized 
picture of him and a fellow vol­
unteer plastered on the highway, 
West, a married father of two 
adult children, smiles nervously 
at the suggestion of a friend that 
he's a hero. 

"No," he says. "I have had a 
good life and things have gone 
my way, but there are people in 
need of a lot of help and since I 
can pick up and go, it's great. I 
love doing this." 

As a volunteer with the south­
eastern Michigan chapter of the 
Red Cross, West also served in 
New Orleans and Biloxi after 
Hurricane Katrina. 

"It's not enough to just distrib­
ute goods," he said of traveling 
to disaster spots. "You have to 
show compassion and under­
standing and lend an ear. People 
are upset and some of them just 
want to talk about it. They are 
emotionally stressed." 

Ronald Grant, a spokesman 
for the southeastern Michigan 
Red Cross chapter, said West 
has been an asset to their mis­
sion. 

"He is one of our most dedi­
cated volunteers and he has 
been a leader," he said. "He has 
gone down to several disaster 
sites and he is always willing 
to help out as much as possible 
(here)." 

With his duties varying from 
assisting with food to finances, 
West said he's tried to become 
a "jack of all trades" to better 
serve the organization but says 
interacting with those in need 
offers the most reward. 

"Our job is to tell people that 
it's going to be OK and when 
they find out I'm from Michigan 

DONATIONS 
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David West jus t returned from the hurricane-ravaged Galveston, Tex3 5 

or that the other volunteers are For more information 11111 
from Mexico or Alaska, it means southeastern chapter, log n • • 
so much because they know we www.semredcross.org or i i '1 
care," he said. (313) H33-1140. 

FROM PAGE A1 

along with a handful of her 
neighbors, worked on their 
annual packages Thursday. 

"It's not easy to get every­
one to save their boxes but it's 
worth it," Grimes said, adding 
that while the group was able 
to donate eight boxes during 
their first year of participation, 
that number jumped to 40 
boxes last holiday season. "Just 
the fun of seeing a child smile 
means everything." 

Since 1970, according to 
its Web site, www.samari-
tanspurse.org, the organiza­
tion has tried to meet the 
needs of those who are "vic­
tims of war, poverty, natural 
disasters, disease, and famine 
with the purpose of sharing 
God's love through His Son, 
Jesus Christ." 

Through Operation 
Christmas Child, the organiza-

Cheer for the y 
hometeanv' 

read today's 

tion has sent gifts to China, 
Liberia, Russia, Malawi and 
the Philippines. 

"I get a feeling of personal 
satisfaction doing this," said 
Mildred Domke, who has 
helped Grimes with the project 
each year. "I feel like we are ful­
filling a need and helping out." 

As some of the volunteers 
sorted through toys and 
sweets, others focused on 
wrapping the shoe boxes. 

"The fact that we're all 80-
90 years old makes this inter­
esting," Grimes jokingly whis­
pered. "But we have fun." 

Chris Markowski, Grimes' 
daughter, said her mother 
loves giving to the less fortu­
nate and believes it has blessed 
her life. 

"Sometimes, she is so tired 
and achy but somehow God 
has given her the strength to 
do this," she said. "There are so 
many people around the world 
in need." 
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Having difficulty managing your day to day iife? Or 
are you feeling like you are struggling to cope with 
more serious issues? If the answer is yes to either of 
these questions, I can help you! I am a licensed 
therapist with experience working with children, 

M i > i s-j ^ > sw adolescents and adults. I specialize in following areas: 

• Depression • Family Conflict 
• Anxiety * High Risk Behaviors 

• Sexual Abuse • Child Behavioral Issues 

Call me today to make an appointment! 

Etana M Gottfried, lMSVi.,ACSW 

I accept most major insurance plans. 

Located in the office of Dr. Lawrence J. Lipnik, MD, Internal Medicine | ; 

Chef Mike, with IB years of experience 
specializing in Lebanese Cuisine. 
Invites you to sample his varied menu: 

• Appetizers • Soups & Salads 
• Sandwiches • Seafood Entrees 
• Chicken, Beef or Lamb Entrees 
• Traditional Lebanese Entrees 

Juices & Fresh Smoothies 
« Freshly Baked Bread • Desserts 
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broiled lamb chops ttfth your choice 
of rice or files and soup or salad..... 
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CANTON CRIME REPORT 

Bad bill 

Canton police were called to 
Gordon Food Service Tuesday 
after a clerk reported receiv­
ing a counterfeit $20 bill. 

After a 59-year-old town-

/ 
h. 

IMf ''- • 
? A ; f •> 

DOES YOUR 
. FAMILY GET 

ENOUGH 
FLUORIDE? 

According to the U ,S. Centers for 
Diseose COntro! and Prevention, 
the reduction in dental cavities 
due to adding fluoride to public 
water supplies is one of the top 
ten public health achievements 
of the 20th-century. Yet, 60 years 
after fluoridation was first 
introduced into public water 
supplies to help prevent tooth 
decay, the water systems serving 
about 30 percent of Americans 
are not giving them fluoridated 
water. This translates to 82 million 
Americans not getting fluoridated 
wafer from community water 
systems. It should also be pointed 
out that people who obtain their 
water from private wells or from 
bottled water may not be getting 
fluoride, either. If you have 
concerns about getting sufficient 
fluoride, consult with your dentist. 

The best opportunity to keep 
your teeth healthy for a lifetime, 
and the best insurance for a 
healthy oral profile right now is 
sticking to a routine of brushing 
and flossing and receiving 
fluoride and regular professional 
care. If it's time for your child's first 
visit to the dentist (around age 2), 
or if you can ' t remember the last 
time you visited the dentist, it's 
time to call your dental office. If 
you are looking for a family 
dentist, • we are currently 
accepting new patients, from 
pediatrics to geriatrics, at our 
comfortable, state-of-the-art 
practice at 496 W. Ann Arbor 
Trail, Ste. 201, Plymouth, PH: 
734-453-9413 

P.S. Your dentist can 
recommend a number g f j y 

ship man attempted to make 
a purchase for $12.57 with 
the fake bill, he was asked to 
stay at the store until police 
arrived. After completing his 
transaction with other cash, 
the man waited 15 minutes 
and then offered his contact 
information to GFS employ­
ees before leaving the Lotz 
Road store. 

Upon arrival, officers 
obtained the man's address 
and went to interview h^pi 
at his Carriage Cove Circle 
residence. The man reported 
that he was certain that he 
had received the counterfeit 
bill from Quizno's on Ford 
Road after he paid for his 
order with a $50 bill. He then 
described the cashier that 
waited on him. 

Officers later visited the 
restaurant and spoke with an 
employee who said the eatery 
only checks for the authentic­

ity of bills $50 and higher. 
The counterfeit $20 was 

tagged into evidence. 

Boosted bike 
A township man, 20, has 

reported that his mountain 
bike was stolen from outside 
of Kroger on Canton Center 
Road. 

The man, who works at the 
grocery store, said that when 
he went on break Tuesday 
evening, his bike, a black 
Schwinn valued at $900, was 
still in place but that upon 
getting ready to leave the 
store just after 9 p.m., it was 
gone. 

The bike was not locked. 
The man said that he and 

his father checked the sur­
rounding area without luck. 

There are no suspects. 

Night-time thef t 
A burglary was reported 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 
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Monday at a residence on the 
46000 block of Graystone. 

The homeowner, a 47-year-
old woman, told police that 
when the friend of her daugh­
ter, 17, left her home at about 
11:30 p.m. Sunday she exited 
out of the front door. 

The door was closed but 
unlocked. 

At about 1:30 a.m., the 
woman's daughter said she 
was inside the home's garage 
when she was startled by 
a man attempting to look 
through the garage door's 
windows. Soon after, the teen 
said she heard what sounded 
like a door being opened. 

The girl then awoke her 
mother and the two walked 
through the residence and 
didn't notice anything miss­
ing. The woman said she 
questioned whether her 
daughter was imagining 
things and decided not to call 
the police department. 

Several hours later, the 
woman said she realized that 
$30, two credit cards and a 
debit card had been taken 
from her purse, which was 
near the front door. 

Neither the woman nor 
her daughter believed that 
the teen's friend, who visits 
the residence frequently, had 
taken the items. 

• Escape damaged 
A vandal damaged a 

2006 Ford Escape outside 
of Walmart on Ford Road 
Monday. 

The owner of the vehicle, 
a Livonia man, 40, reported 
to Canton police that he was 
inside the store for about an 
hour when he exited to dis­
cover that a reptile cage had 
been thrown on the front of 
his car. 

The cage, which contained 
large rocks and small pebbles 
similar to those found in fish 
tanks, was broken into pieces 
and the man's vehicle was 
scratched and there was a 
crack in his windshield 

There are no suspects. 

Announcing! 
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N O W AT Arthur Murray! 

FIRM UP FAST 
Losing inches has never been so fast., 

and so much fun! The passion and technique 

of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers, 

packed into the perfect fitness system. 

You'll love it and anyone cm do it 

TRIM DOWN NOW 
\ Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 

heart rate, white toning and tightening your 

entire core. You'll be swept away while 

getting a 360° total core workout. 

CALL TODAY 
Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 

exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule your first session. 

NO Contracts! N O Month ly Payments! NO Membership Fees! 
Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout! 

Drop-Ins Welcome » Start Anytime 
Call For Class Schedules 

JWurrmyy 
FranchisedDance Studios 

42000 Six Mile RdL, Suite 250 
North ville 

(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 

248.349.1133 

1926 South Telegraph Rd. 
Bloomfield 

(next to Carl's Golfland) 

248.338.6390 

The winner of the Dining With the Stars contest will be treated to lunch with 

Dick Purtan (right) and Purtan's People of WOMC-FM (104.3). 

You cou 

- By Tiffany L Parks 

The lucky winner of this 
month's Dining With the Stars 
will be treated to lunch with 
Dick Purtan and Purtan's 
People (Big Al Muskavito, 
Jackie Purtan, Dana Mills, 
Rebekah Rhodes, John 
"Ankles" Stewart, Larry 
Lawson and news anchor Dana 
Mills) of WOMC-FM. 

Tell us in 100 words or less 
why you want to have lunch with 
Dick Purtan, the dean of Detroit 
radio, and his zany morning 
show crew at Buddy's Pizza in 
Farmington Hills. E-mail your 
entry to BuddysDiningStars@ 
gmail.com by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 17-

In addition to lunch, the 
winner will be treated to a 
Kmo ride courtesy of Class 
Plus Limo, mini-makeover 
by Sebastian and Heba of 
I Design Salon and Spa in 
Dearborn, $100 gift certificate 
from Reaver Diamond Co. in 
Southfield and dance exhibi­
tion by the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

Dining With the Stars is 
co-sponsored by Buddy's Pizza 
and the Observer £? Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

i 1 i 

Dick Purtan is one of 
Michigan's most recognized 
on-air personalities. As host 
of 104.3 WOMC's Morning 
Show with Purtan's People, he 
entertains his loyal listeners 
with comedic commentary and 
topical wit. 

Purtan's work also has been 
recognized on a national level. 
He has twice been named 
Billboard Magazine's "Major 
Market Air Personality of the 
Year" and is the winner of 
radio's top prize, The National 
Association of Broadcasters 
MARCONI Award as "Major 
Market Air Personality of the 
Year." In 2006, Purtan was 
inducted into the National 
Association of Broadcasting 
Hall of Fame in Las Vegas. 
Only one person in the radio 
industry is inducted each year. 

For 21 years, his annual 
Salvation Army Radiothon has 
raised almost $17 million for 
the Salvation Army's Bed & 
Bread program. 

Dick Purtan and Purtan's 
People can be heard Monday 
through Friday on 104.3 
WOMC from 5-10 a.m., and 
Saturdays from 6-10 a.m. 

* i 
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• Professional installation by our own employees 
• Visit our newly remodeled showroom with the 

latest Andersen &Therma-Tru products 
• We service all Andersen products 
• Let us help with 6 months same as cash financing 

' Financing terms sntl conditions set by American GmersI Finming 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://H0METOWNLIFE.COM
http://gmail.com
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Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

Dear Rick: I work for 
a small company in the 
automotive business. I 
think the company will go 
out of business. My concern 
is with my 401(k) plan. 
If my employer files for 
bankruptcy or closes down, 
is my 401(10 at risk? If it is, is 
there anything that I can do 
to protect it? 

Your 40l(k) plan is not 
considered an asset of the 

company. 
Whether the 
company 
went into 
bankruptcy 
or just shut 
down, your 
40l(k) plan is 
not subject to 
creditor attack. 
The 401(k) 
plan is held in 
a separate trust 
that shields 

it from creditors. In fact, the 
separate trust also prevents 
your employer from dipping 
into your 401(k) plan. 

Although 40l(k) plans 
are shielded they are subject 
to market fluctuation. If 
a portion of the 401(k) is 
invested in company stock 
and the company does go out 
of business, there will be a 
significant loss. 

Employees should limit their 
exposure to company stock. 
I recognize there is a loyalty 
issue, however, the bigger issue 
is diversification. Investors 
cannot afford to keep all their 
eggs in one basket. That is 
why it's important to limit 
the amount of exposure to 
company stock. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
tersthometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 

KNOW THE 
SCORE 

check out the 
numbers in 

today's 

Sports 
section 

THINKING ABOUT... 
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• Affordable Pricing 
• 0% Financing Available 
• Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

Our 34th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 

8919 MIDDLEBELT* LIVONIA 

<*) A5 

wireless 

The World's First 
Touch Screen BlackBerry! 

• Touch and Click. Unique SurePress'* touch 

screen allows you to be as accurate-as ever,-. 

• Visit your favorite sites and navigate the- Web 

eds. . /" 

• Enjoy full multimedia capabilities™ videos/ 

music., games and more. 

$24"9,99'2-yr. price - $50 nwiMn jebdlt debit td«! ' ' 
wilfi n&v 2-VF, dCfeiluf! m A 'mtiymm Email HM\. 
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yon America's Largest 36 Network, 

online, in any store or you can order today at 1.877.28UY.VZW. your local store for early holiday hours. 

Mmtm -mm&jm mmmumcmom STOI 

fttl^lPARK-

» Chains, Ste. C 810-225-4789 
M2W Ford Rd. 73*-84<M>481 

aiNTOMTOWHSHIP 
f ^ w 1?3?S HsJi m. 586-228-4977 
DEAB808N 24417 Ford M. 3!3 278-4491 

fatrlaw Mali 313-441-0168 
DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-869-7392 

300 Renaissance Center 313-56M05S 
FARiVHNSTQNHJULS 

35011 Orchsfd Late ftd. 248-538-990O 
F6NTON MM Silver Pkwy. 8IQ-629-2733 
FT. GHATIOT41« 74Th Ave. BKHtK-Wl 
LAKE ORKJN253! S. Lapeer R& 248-393-68: 

•HA 29523 Plymouth fei 734-513-9077 
: 2161 Mall Rd. 734-241-4099 

NORTHVULE 7KB0 Haoawtv lid. 7 

TAYLOR 23495 Eureka fid. 734-287-1770 
TROY 1913 b. Big Beaver Hd 24&326-0940 

Oakland Mall 248-583-9507 
WARREN 

5745 Twelve Mile Rd. Heritage Village 5 
WESTLAND 35105 Warren Hd. 734-722-7330 

TWveOaks mil 243-735.3973 

fonmcmmmmm 
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80CHE5TES Htl tS 3035 S. Rochester Rd, 248-S 
ROYAl OAK 31941 Woodward Are. 248-549-417 
ST. CLAM SHORES 26401 Harper Ave. 586-77 
SOUTHFIELD TBI i 7 T^graph Rd ?48-3SB-ya 
STERLING NHGHIS Lakeside Mail 586-997-65 
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,fS!.^SSCUSrOM£PS 

(wm^m 
•rinwl 
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OROSSE POINTS 
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Aphorized Cellular 586-566-8555 
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m CLEMENS 
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ROYAL OAK 
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Fusion Communications 248-5-49? 

SOUTHFUID 
VWrdess USA 24S-39S-2222 

SOUTH LYON 
Cell City 348-587-* 100 

7-1777 

Wireless Hylwyrk 586-573-759 
WESTBLOOMFIEtD 
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TROY 
The Wireless Shop 248-158-N11 
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Now more than ever, you need a bank you can count on and we're here to help. If you 
have any questions about your money, please stop by a branch, cat! 1-877-TOP-RATE 
or visit charterone.com 

™ b 8 L F D l C ?l[,aCC°,umS and lepe°es s t f t 0 d̂'Y ûalapproval Annual Percentage YTeld (APY) is accurate as of this publication date. The 3.75% APY applies to the 6-month and the 4.00% APY to the 60-month term. Umited-time'offer may be withdrawn at any time This offer cannot be combined with any other CD offer Charter One Circle 
Gold Banking- relatlonsh,p required Tins mdudss a Circle Gold Checking account accompamed by a Circle Gold Savings account. Circle Sold Checking account with $100 minimum opening deposit.is required. Other rates and terms available Minimum opening ternTdeposit $1 000 ^ Z ^ S S a s S ^ ^ i / S S i and dZ l t 

insurance coverage limitations. Offers valid in Ml and OH only. Charter One is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A. 
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Briefcase team 
lands spot in 
Macy's parade 

BY TONY BRU5CAT0 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Fred Hill BriefCase 
Drill Team started out as a 
lark 24 years ago, a human 
billboard in local parades to 
parody those who wear busi­
ness suits. 

On Thanksgiving Day the 
group will hit the ultimate 
parade "big-time" when it 
marches in the 82nd annual 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade in New York City. 

Hill, a Plymouth Realtor, 
sent a letter to parade orga­
nizers last December. He led 
off the inquiry with "This is, 
I think, the proverbial shot in 
the dark. But; here goes none­
theless." 

Not only did Hill receive 
a favorable response to his 
17-member drill team, but 
after sending a DVD of their 
maneuvers the Drill Team was 
awarded entry into the parade 
that wows 3.5 million specta­
tors and over 50 million televi­
sion viewers nationwide. 

"Giddy is a good word," said 
Hill about how he and his col­
leagues felt about being one 
of the select few in the Macy's 
Parade. "It's kind of like that 
feeling you get when you got 

Drilling the Big Apple 
* " . • 

•- •* i W t - *• *S -'• mf 'h 

BILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Fred Hill and the Briefcase Drill Team, local parade favorites for years, are on their way to New York for the Macy's Thanksgiving parade. 

that first bicycle. 
"There's the anticipation of 

what the crowd reaction will 
be because they've never seen 
us before," he said. "A little 
bit of nervousness ... will they 
get it?" 

The first appearance for 
the Briefcase Drill Team was 
in the July 4,1986 parade in 
Plymouth. The group was 
originally designed to be a 
walking advertisement for 
Hill's men's clothing store, 

Fred Hill Haberdashers. The 
store closed in 1982, but the 
drill team continues to march 
on. Their resume includes 
20 consecutive appear­
ances in Detroit's America's 
Thanksgiving Parade; appear­
ances at the Fiesta Bowl in 
Tempe, Ariz., the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame in Canton, 
Ohio and the Indianapolis 
500 parade; a commercial 
for Beacon Investment and 
a grand opening for Neiman 

Marcus. 
Hill, who is known by his 

squad as "The General," calls 
the cadence and nearly a 
dozen maneuvers for the 16-
member squad, each wear­
ing the standard blue busi­
ness suit, white shirt, silk 
red-striped tie, a red pocket 
handkerchief and — of course 
— carrying a briefcase. 

Warren Musson, 52, of 
Plymouth Township, has been 
a member of the Briefcase 

Drill Team for about seven 
years and is excited about 
being a part of the big stage 
called New York City on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

"I think it's fantastic," said 
Musson, a senior vice presi­
dent and head of lending for 
Fidelity Bank, the same kind 
of "suit" the Briefcase Drill 
Team parodies. "I think the 
group represents what's good 
in metropolitan Detroit and 
southeast Michigan. 

"The crowd really gets 
into it and we really feed off 
the crowd," he said. "Of all 
the entries that go into the 
parade, the crowd consistently 
responds in a positive and 
energetic way to this group 
when it goes by." 

The Briefcase Drill Team 
holds only one "secret" prac­
tice a year, in the down­
town Plymouth parking 
deck the Sunday before the 
Thanksgiving Day parade. 
This year's practice (5 p.m. 
Sunday, all are welcome) will 
be followed by a second on 
Tuesday in New York. 

"We leave here at noon, 
check into the Hilton New 
York and then we have to go 
to a rehearsal that night," said 
Hill. "We'll do exactly what 
we'll be doing when we get our 
30-second performance on 
television so they know where 
they want to position the cam­
eras. This parade is so finely 
tuned, the detail is incredible." 

The Macy's parade route is 
about 2.5 miles, about a half-
mile longer than the Detroit 
Thanksgiving parade. 

When asked why people 
enjoy the Briefcase Drill Team, 
Hill paused for a few seconds. 

"Maybe it's as simple as we 
have fun and people watching 
us have fun, for that instant," 
said Hill. "They clap, they 
whistle, they hoot and cheer. 
Laughing at us and at them­
selves at the same time." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com I (734)953-2172 

Salvation Army rings in with kettle campaign 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER' 

The Plymouth Salvation 
Army Corps kicked off its 
biggest fund-raiser, the 
annual Red Kettle Dell-ring­
ing campaign, Monday morn­
ing with a goal of reaching 
$235,000. 

That's nearly $30,000 
higher than the $206,000 
the campaign took in a year 
ago, but Salvation Army offi­
cials are hopeful, despite the 
lagging economy, they can 
reach that amount. 

"When times are tough 
people give from their 
hearts, they're very gener­
ous," said Teresa Moriarty, 

the Salvation Army's volun­
teer coordinator. "With the 
economy the way it is, and 
the need growing desperate­
ly, there's an awareness out 
there in the community that 
people are struggling. I feel 
very confident we're going 
to reach that goal, with the 
grace of God." 

Moriarty said the Salvation 
Army will have some 20 
locations scattered through 
their service area (Plymouth, 
Canton, Northville and 
Belleville), including a brand 
new kettle spot at the J.C. 
Penney on Ford Road in 
Canton. 

While there are plenty of 
locations, what the Salvation 

Army really needs are bell 
ringers. Moriarty said she's 
got plenty for most week­
ends, but is in great need 
of volunteer bell ringers for 
weekdays. 

"We desperately need 
people who wish to volunteer 
during the week, especially 
next week, since it's our first 
week and we're kind of light 
on volunteers," she said. 

Anyone interested in volL 

unteering can do it one of 
two ways: online at www. 
ringbells.org, where volun­
teers can pick their dates, 
times and locations; or they 
can call the Salvation Army 
directly at (734) 433-5464. 

"Some people are just 

comfortable working with 
computers, and (registration) 
is very computer friendly," 
Moriarty said. "If you're not, 
just call me." 

In addition to the standard 
red kettles, Moriarty said 
she's going to spread about 
20 "counter kettles" ,at will­
ing business locations around 
the area. 

One major push for the 
campaign will come Nov. 
27, when the Plymouth com­
munity welcomes Santa on 
his annual visit. Bell ringers 
will be present in Kellogg 
Park, dressed in traditional 
cape and cap/bonnet, with 
the Salvation Army's brass 
ensemble also playing. It's all 

designed to make a success 
out of the Salvation Army's 
biggest fund-raiser of the 
year. Moriarty said those who 
can't donate cash can still 
help. 

"Ringing the bell is how 
we generate the funds that 
stay right here in this com­
munity," she said. "If you 
can't donate money, donate 
your time. Money isn't every­
thing." 

The theme of this year's 
Red Kettle campaign is 
"Doing the Most Good," 
which officials hope will 
raise awareness of the many 
different services and pro­
grams the Salvation Army 
uses to do their part to help 

their community. 
"We continually see 

increased demand for our 
services and the annual Red 
Kettle Campaign is a major 
reason why we are able to 
provide assistance to those 
in need," said Maj. Norman 
Marshall, divisional com­
mander of The Salvation 
Army of Metro-Detroit. "It 
is our mission to do the most 
good with the community's 
contributions by offering 
hope with rehabilitation, pro­
viding food for the hungry, 
clothing and shelter to the 
homeless and opportunities 
for underprivileged children." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2153 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
' (734) 394-6260 

Publish: November 23, 2008 
OEOSS33220-2x2.6 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA 

DECEMBER 11,2008 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008 at 7:00 PM. The meeting 
will be held in the Board 
Room at the Township Administration Building located at 1150 S. 
Canton Center Road, 
Canton, MI 48188. The'following agenda will be discussed: 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 

Roll Call: Randy Blaylock, Jim Cisek, Craig Engel, Steven 
Johnson, Vicki Welty 

Alternate: Dawn Zuber 

Acceptance of Agenda 

1. Taleb & Abdallah Holdings, 15111 W. Warren Avenue, Dearborn, 
MI 48126, for commercial property located at 45495 Michigan 
Avenue (Amoco/BP), south side of Michigan Avenue between 
Belleville and Dewitt Roads, appealing Sign Ordinance Article 
6A.O0, Section 6A.15; Article 6A.00, Section 6A.06; Article 6A.00, 
Section 6A.25, sign variance. 
ZoneC-3 Parcel 132 99 0010 712 (Building) 
Tabled from the 12-13-2007,1-10-2008, & 10-9-2008 meetings 

2. Bryan L. Amann, 355 North Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 
48187, for residential property located on the west side of 
Denton between Geddes and Proctor Roads, appealing Article 
26.00, Section 26.02.b, variance of 882 ft from the maximum 388 
ft depth allowed based on a lot width of 129 ft in the R-2 district. 
ZoneR-2 Parcel 120^9 0010 707 (part of) (Planning) 

3. Jeffrey L. Scott, 41775 Michigan Avenue, Suite 200, Canton, MI 
48188, for vacant property located on the south side of 
Michigan Avenue between Haggerty and Lilley Roads, appealing 
Sign Ordinance Article 6A.00, Section 6A.25, block style 
lettering shall be at least 14" in size on any wall sign. 
Zone C-3 Parcel 137 99 0016 000 (Planning) 

Approval of the November 13,2008 Minutes 

All written comments need to be submitted to the Charter 
Township of Canton, Clerk's Office. 1150 S. Canton Center Rd., 
Canton, MI 48188, prior to 5:00 PM on the date of the hearing. 
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KNOW THE SCORE: Check out the numbers in today's sports section 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

PROPOSED ACTION: 

REZONE FROM: 
REZONE TO: 
DATE OF HEARING: 
TIME OF HEARING: 
PLACE OF HEARING: 

AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF THE 
TOWNSHIP 
AG, Agricultural District 
R-l-E, Single Family Residential District 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 
7:00 P.M. 
Plymouth Township Hall 
9955 N. Haggerty Road 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of 
Plymouth Charter Township has a received a petition to rezone 
parcel R-78-042-99-0003-004 from AG, Agricultural District t o 
R-l-E, Single Family Residential District. The property is 
located directly west of 51200 and 51100 North Territorial Road, a 
short distance east of Napier Road. 

Application 2002 

AMENDED ZONING MAP NO. 011 
Charter Township of Plymouth, Wayne, Michigan 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: For parcel descriptions, see tax 
records based on Tax ID No. R-78-042-99-0003-004. (The 
property is located directly west of 51200 and 51100 North 
Territorial Road, a short distance east of Napier Road. 

The application may be examined at the Plymouth Township 
Division of Public Services, Community Development Department, 
during regular business hours from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. Written 
comments will be received prior to the meeting and may be. mailed 
to 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, MI 48170 or call 734-354-3270, 
ext. 6. The meeting will be held in the Meeting Room at Township 
Hall which is located at 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth Township, 
MI 48170. 

(3 

KENDRA BARBERENA, SECRETARY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide 
necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at all Township 
meetings to individuals 
with disabilities at the meetings/hearings upon one week notice to the Charter 
Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the Supervisor's Office, 9955 N. 
Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, MI 48170. Phone 734-354-3201. TDD users: 800-849-
3777 {Michigan Relay Service). 
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Did we miss yon? Wos your paper wet? If, for 
any reason you don't get your hometown 
news, just call us at 

EXCITING NEWS!-
You can now schedule vacation stops, make 
vacation donations to local schools and more 
on our website. Check it out at: 

hmmimmlife.eom 
THE 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
mailto:tbruscato@hometownlife.com
http://ringbells.org
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
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Trinity Church of Plymouth and Gleaners Community Food Bank are working together to provide food for families in the area who have been hit by the 
economic slump. Gleaners has refurbished a beverage truck that Trinity will fill with some 30,000 pounds of produce and staples for distribution to 
families in the Plymouth-Canton area. To receive food, call Trinity at (734) 459-9550 and sign up for a pickup time. 

School district recognized for financial 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The magic numbers stands 
for the Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools are seven 
and nine. They represent the 
number of consecutive years 
the district has been honored 
for its Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report. 

"Out of some 700 school 
districts in the state, only 
three submit and disclose 
their full financial report," 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
said. "We're one of a few dis­
tricts across the state which 
fully disclose our financials as 
well we should. These awards 
are something the school 
board, the citizens and the 
district can be proud of." 

For. the ninth consecu­

tive year, the district has 
been awarded a Certificate 
of Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from the 
Association of School Board 
Officials International. 
And for the seventh con­
secutive year, it's received a 
Certificate of Excellence in 
Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers 
Association of the United 
States and Canada. 

"Why do we do it? The 
answer is simple," said Gary 
Martin, deputy superinten­
dent of administrative and 
business services. "We feel the 
parents, the students and the 
staff deserve a full accounting 
of how we spend $161 mil­
lion." 

The ASBO award is the 
highest recognition awarded 

for school district financial 
operations offered by the 
organization and is only given 
to districts that have met or 
exceeded the standards of the 
program. 

Likewise, the GFOA cer­
tificate is the association's 
highest recognition given in 
governmental accounting and 
financial reporting and rep­
resents "a significant accom­
plishment by a government 
and its management." 

Martin said participating in 
the ASBO and GFOA certifi­
cate of excellence programs is 
a rewarding experience. 

"Attaining these awards 
brings a feeling of confidence 
and has remarkably increased 
our financial reporting cred­
ibility not only to the district 
but to the community as a 

whole," Martin said. 
He added that the awards 

were the end of a long process 
and that the district's audit­
ing firm of Plante Moran 
"keep us on our toes." 

He also acknowledged the 
efforts of his "excellent staff," 
including Linda Compton, 
senior executive director of 
business and operations; Sue 
Rawson, her executive secre­
tary, and Angela Black, super­
visor of business/purchasing. 

"They do a super job," he 
said. 

"It's gotten so we expect 
these excellence awards every 
year," said board President 
Martha Pitsenbarger in con­
gratulating Martin and his 
staff. 

smasoniiihometowniife.com I (734)953-2112 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

Catch the bus to 

Csf&//y0 -jytfrf/, 

Ann Arbor 
Bay City 
Brighton 
Burton 
Clinton Township 
Clio 

Flint 
Jackson 
Lansing 
Livonia 
Pontiac 
Rosevitle 
Saginaw 

St. Clair Shores 
Sterling Heights 
Troy . 
Warren 
Westland 
Ypsilanti 

For locations and reservations 
call Blue Lakes Charters 6 Tours 

866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536] 

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY 

j/*tenr/jn«nm™i l f Vou bet mure Uiais 
«ifiimuiiimn ikuhh you can afford l".(l lose 

yriLr'vt! got a problem. 

If you bet mure Uiais Offer subject to change or cancellation at any 
you can afford to lose, time without notice MulorCily Casino Hotel and 
yriLr'vt! got a problem. MotorCity Casino 1 iotel design are trademarks 
Call 1-800-270-7117 for -of Detroit Entertainment, LLC. O?n0tt0ctroit 
tree, confidential help. Entertainment, L I C All rights reserved 

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializing in Diseases 
oftheSMntHair&NaHs 

Invites yowto visit and receive 
the care you deserve. 

• Skin Cancer * Eczema 
• Moles • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne B o t o x • Much More 

Accepting New Patients • All Ages 
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available 

lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, Nov/, Michigan 48377 

greatlakesderm@yafioo.com OEO86Z6097 
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NWROUETTE HOUSE H fc% 
of rVt&higan as a hems for the 

&KS qu#Ty of our s ia i &M} a 

I only. Program is km 
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I-isher 
1'uiieral 
Home 

Family Owned and Operated 

Cremation 

— Affordable A kernatwe ~ 

Basic Cremat ion 

far Memorial Service* 

Traditional Service 
wjtk Cremation 

includes C 
facade, vie 
& aesviue 

'e traditional jungt 

tailored for any budget 

2 # i Five Mile W « R e < 

3l3-535-303i i 
www.nsRerruneiaia^ilcreinati oa 

Hot Thanksgiving 
Dinner for $2.05 
No one should go hungry on Thanksgiving • 
especially when it costs so little to feed a 
hungryand homeless person. . 
And a meal is often the first step in dealing 
with the problems of the homeless. 

So please help us care for the homeless -
$20.50 helps feed 10 hungry people. 
$30.75 helps feed 15 hungry people. 
$51.25 helps feed 25 hungry people. 

f, J 

' ! 
Grace Centers of Hope 
35 E. Huron Street Dept. DNF08 
Pontiac. Ml 48342-0725 
248-334-2187 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

| Here is my gift of > S20.50 • S30.75 • Sb1 25 • S 

raOCOJ.'nA.'ja-Pd. Vbiii Meat & Dun [ ' „ ^} 
L.VOMC \ Supermarket ' . . J 

i 

am ~ 3 pm 

* •" * -, rreihGiOi.ndP.ee 

; # SIRLOIN 
- Family Pack 

J.fe\& 
Fresh Ground Beef 

Family Pack 

Boneless Beef Tenderic'n 

FILET 
MIGNON 
4 Steak Value Pack 

Fresh Sliced From The Deli 

> , 

Kowalski 

HARD 
SALAMI 

i 
ior additional specials! Hikes-marketplace.com 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://smasoniiihometowniife.com
http://hometownlife.com
mailto:greatlakesderm@yafioo.com
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http://reihGiOi.ndP.ee
http://Hikes-marketplace.com
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