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Those wanting to speak for or against the 
arrival of a new charter school in Canton will 
have to wait a while longer. 

Nawal Hamadeh, the founder, superintendent 
and CEO of Hamadeh Educational Services 
Inc., requested that the company's special land 
use request be removed from Monday's Canton 
Planning Commission agenda. 

A new date has not been set for the hearing, 
which was postponed once before. 

"I thought we had everything but the town­
ship needed more information," Hamadeh said. 
"We are working on it." 

In a township staff report to the Dearborn 
Heights-based school system, Canton 
Community Planner Jeff Goulet said officials 
raised questions over "outstanding issues" such 
as traffic and storm water. 

The item was removed from Monday's agenda 
in order for the company to better address those 
issues before coming before the commission. 

"They don't want to have to come back twice," 
Goulet said, adding that school officials will 
contact the township once they are prepared to 
proceed. "Whey they feel they are ready, we will 
re-advertise (the land use request)." 

Hamadeh Educational Services educates 
2,000 students in three facilities and is 
looking to relocate its Detroit school to the 
township. 

The proposed 77,420-square-foot build­
ing would sit on Saltz Road between Beck and 
Ridge and would accommodate 750 students. 

Homeowners in the two subdivisions that 
would border the school, Vintage Valley and 
Antique Forest, have questioned what impact 
the school would have on property values, traf­
fic and funding for the Plymouth-Canton school 
district. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2170 

Police examine 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The death of a 4-month-old boy is being investi­
gated by the Canton Police Department and Wayne 
County's child death review team. 

Rescue units were dispatched to the Extended 
Stay Hotel on Haggerty Road during Monday's 
early morning hours after the infant's mother dis­
covered he was not breathing. 

An initial investigation revealed that the boy and 
his parents, who have not been identified but were 
visiting from Missouri, were co-sleeping upon his 
mother's discovery. 

When officials arrived at the hotel, the child's 
father was performing CPR and the baby was then 
transported to a nearby hospital where he was pro­
nounced dead. 

The infant had no visible signs of injury and no 
known medical condition. 

"We are waiting on official word to conclude 
what happened," said Canton Sgt. Deb Newsome, 
but said that, regardless of the findings, co-sleeping 
puts children at risk. 

"Whether or not that was the (cause of death) in 
this case, it is highly dangerous. You are playing 
Russian roulette with someone else's life and you 
take a risk every time." 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2170 
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Senior Tyler Dean rehearses a scene in his role as Ken De La Maize during a dress rehearsal for the Park Players production of The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940. 

Park Players tackle' 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When last the Park Players 
took to the stage, they were per­
forming the dark and foreboding 
Jekyll and Hyde. 

So when Kristen Quesada was 
planning the Players' next presen­
tation, she felt it was time to turn 
to something a little lighter. Thus, 
the Players present The Musical 
Comedy Murders of 1940, a 
non-musical by John Bishop, 
Thursday through Saturday at 
the Gloria Logan Auditorium in 
Salem High School. 

'1 like to try to have variety 
in my selection (of plays)," said 
Quesada, the Park Players' direc­
tor. "Although this show is a 
murder mystery, it's comical and 
parts of it are slapstick and fun." 

The play revolves around 
the murder of a maid named 
Helsa Wenzel, who lives in a 
mansion owned by Elsa Von 
Grossenkneuten in Chappaqua, 
N.Y., in December 1940. Guests 
invited to the mansion by Elsa 
think they're coming to audition 
for a play, but someone soon fig­
ures out they were all part of the 

What: Park Players present "The 
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940," 
a non-musical by John Bishop 
When: 8 p.m. Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, Nov. 20-22 
Where: Gloria Logan Auditorium, 
Salem High School 
Cost: Ail tickets $10; can be pur­
chased start ing 7 p.m. show nights 
Visit online at www.parkplayers.org 

Students (from left) Molly Wallace as Helsa Wenzel, Kimberly Elliott as Margorie 
Baverstock, Kelly Fillos as Elsa Von Grossenkneuten, and Jordan Shroat as Bernice 
Roth rehearse a scene. 

creative team of a play beset by a 
murderer called The Stage Door 
Slasher." Soon, everyone figures 
out the identity of Helsa's mur­
derer. 

The play, first performed on 
Broadway April 6,1987, is said to 
have been based on several 1940s 
mystery movies, including The 
Cat and the Canary, one of Bob 
Hope's first films. 

According to Quesada, the 
slapstick nature of the play 
presents opportunities for the 
20-member cast/crew, which 
includes five male and five female 
on-stage characters. 

"The show has a lot of physi­
cal comedy, which gave us a lot 
of opportunity to be creative," 
Quesada said. "It made the 
rehearsal process exciting." 

The set itself includes such 
things as revolving bookcases and 
secret passageways, the kinds of 
items the group's run crew usu­
ally doesn't get a chance to work 
with. 

"The set was fun to design," 
Quesada said. 

"It was fun for the kids in 
the run crew, because they 
haven't had a chance to do that 
yet. It was new on the techni­
cal side and they had a lot of fun 
doing that." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 

(734)953-2153 

Deputy chief turns in her badge after 28 years 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After Laura Golles put aside 
her plans to become a lawyer in 
favor of protecting the streets, she 
got the following response: Tou 
can't be a police officer — you're a 
woman!" 

"And I said, *Yes, I can. Watch 
me,"' said Golles, who retired 
Nov. 7 from the Canton Police 
Department after 28 years. "I 
took it as a challenge." 

Joining the Canton Police 

Department in 1980 as a cadet, 
Golles became an officer the next 
year. 

"When I first started, we only 
had three patrol officers each 
shift," she said. "Everything 
west of Canton Center Road was 
farmland so things have totally 
changed in 28 years." 

Saying she got a thrill out of 
"working the road," Golles was 
promoted to sergeant.in 1984. 

In assuming her new role, 
where she was responsible for 
overseeing the department's 

afternoon patrol shift, Golles 
became the first female com­
mand officer in CPD history. 

"I was very proud," she said, 
adding that she felt victorious 
over naysayers who doubted her 
presence in law enforcement 
because of her gender. 

Golles, a member of the 
Southeastern Michigan Chiefs of 
Police and the Criminal Justice 
Women of Michigan, went on to 
earn the rank of lieutenant and 
deputy chief . 

During her time with the 

department, Golles has super­
vised special units such as the 
detective bureau and accident 
investigation unit, been respon­
sible for the operation of four 
patrol shifts and has created 
several of the department's initia­
tives including the Community 
Policing Program and the Citizen 
Complaint Program. 

"The Canton Police 
Department is what it is today 
largely in part to her efforts," said 
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Marchers shrug off state meet, make finals 
It's hard to think of the 

Plymouth-Canton Marching 
Band's performance at the 
Bands of America Grand 
Nationals last weekend as 
a comeback, but in essence, 
that's what it was. 

P-CEP, a perennial finalist 
at the BOA nationals, actu­
ally came into the competi­
tion at the new Lucas Oil 
Stadium in Indianapolis on 
a low note, having finished 
just third in the state com­
petition two weeks earlier. 

But the marchers were 
able to shrug off that disap­
pointing performance to be 
named one of the 12 national 
finalists out of a 90-band 
field at the national compe­
tition. 

"Our entire program 

is deserving of this big 
win," exclaimed a jubilant 
Director of Bands Martin 
Montoya, whose squad fin­
ished 11th overall. "From 
the instructors who made 
last-minute changes, to the 
parent volunteers who added 
additional props just last 
week, to the students who 
gave it their all this last two 
weeks, setting foot on the 
field for a Grand National 
Finals performance is an 
incredible accomplishment." 

Their third-place finish at 
the state competition ended 
a streak of 14 straight state 
championships and left 
instructors and the students 
with the intervening two 
weeks to improve the show 
design, add more props, per-
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feet the drill and the show's 
music to accomplish the feat. 

The work paid off in the 
band's 21st appearance as 
a national finalist in the 
competition's 33-year his­
tory. 

The 175-member band, 
the only Michigan band to 
make the top 12, wowed the 
audience with the ten-min­
ute colorful program titled 
"Kaleidoscope" particularly 
when the feathered plumes 
worn by all the marchers 
magically turned from white 
to a vivid spectrum of color. 

"Plymouth-Canton has 
a long standing tradition 
of excellence, and com­
ing in third at States is not 
typical for this band," said 
Montoya, in his first season 
leading the band. "We had 
some challenges this season, 
but the end goal of making 
finals was always in sight 
- and they did it. I'm just so 
proud of these kids." 

The 2008 marching band 
season will end with a large 
fund-raising event Nov. 22 at 
Plymouth High School. The 

The Plymouth-Canton Marching Band wowed the audiences enough to pull off a top-12 finish at the Bands of America 

Grand National competition in Indianapolis Nov. 15. 

Music Boosters are hosting to 4 p.m. Visit www.pcmb. Correspondent Peggy Fenwick 
ajuried Holiday Arts and net for more information. contributed most of this story. 
Crafts Ensemble from 9 a.m. 
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University of Michigan 
Health System 

(Beauty Night Out 
Look sensational this holiday season! 

Join us for an evening of beauty. 

Hosted by the 
University of Michigan Center tor Facial Cosmetic Surgery. 

Learn how non-surgical procedures, such as Botox®, & JuvedernV 
can relax wrinkles, fill lines, soften folds & enhance lips! 

A representative will be on site to answer your questions. 

Be seen by a University of Michigan Physician and 
experience the "Michigan Difference" 

When: Thursday, December 4th, 2008 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

Where: University of Michigan- Center for Facial Cosmetic Surgery 
19900 Haggerty Road, Suite 103, Livonia, ML 48152 

RSVP: Space is limited so please call us at (734) 432-7634 
to reserve your spot today! 

(Bookedappointments receive a free gift Sag at the event! 
(While supplies last) 
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receive an additional $25 off!* 

Receive a complimentary skin consultation with Suzannah, 
our licensed esthetician. Get advice and recommendations 

for all your skin care concerns! 

Register to win a complimentary esthetician service! 
Prizes include facial laser hair removal, microdermabrasion, 

and facial rejuvenation! 

Book a surgical consultation the evening of our event, 
and receive it FREE! 

Get 25% off our entire line of fabulous skin care products. 

Light hors (foeuvres and refreshments mil be served 

*Some restrictions may apply. Not valid with any other offer. 
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Turkey Trot 

Canton will host its 6th Annual Turkey 
Trot for a Cause on Thanksgiving morn­
ing, at 8:30 a.m., Nov. 27. Area residents 
are once again encouraged to take part in 
this special 5K Fun Run & Walk through 
Heritage Park. Race day registration 
for this 5K event starts at 8:30 a.m. at 
Pheasant Run Golf Club, located at 46500 
Summit Parkway. The kids' race will begin 
promptly at 9:15 a.m. with the adult race 
following shortly after. 

All proceeds from this organized run 
will benefit the Epilepsy Foundation 
of Michigan. Adult entry fees are $20 
through Nov. 21 or $25 the day of the 
event. Children 12 years of age and young­
er can register for $10. 

Sponsors of the event include the 
Epilepsy Foundation of Michigan, Conor 
O'Neill's, J.M. Sons, Running Fit, Phillips 
Service Industries Inc., Rickard & 
Associates, Murray Home Improvement 
and Canton Leisure Services. 

Awards will be presented to the top 
overall and masters male and female 
runner post race at the finish line. For 
more information on the 6th Annual 
Thanksgiving Day 5K Fun Run & Walk, 
please call the Canton Sports Center at 
(734) 483-5600 or visit leisurexanton-
mi.org. 

Lilley/Hanford project complete 
Construction to provide safety improve­

ments at the intersection of Lilley Road • 
and Hanford Road is now complete and 
the intersection is open to motorists. The 
intersection was chosen to receive safety 
improvements by Canton's Intersection 
Action Committee. 

Construction on this $340,000 project 
began in August and was completed in 
late October. Improvements made to the 
intersection included adding dedicated 
right-turn lanes for north and southbound 
Lilley Road, widening a small portion at 
the southwest corner of Hanford Road 
for traffic turning southbound onto Lilley 
Road, installation of new traffic signals 
with decorative mast arms and illumi­
nated street signs, pushbutton pedestrian 
crossings across Lilley and Hanford roads, 
sidewalk improvements, and new pave­
ment markings. 

For more information on road projects 
going on in Canton please visit www.can-
ton-mi.org or call Public Works at (734) 
394-5150. 

Headed to Florida 

Chineze Mbanuqo, 11, of Canton, a 7th grade 
student at West Middle School, has qualified 
for the 2008 National Miss Pre-Teen Pageant 
Competition in Orlando. Chineze qualified on 
Nov. 2 during the Nationals' Detroit Pageant 
competition held at Lakeview High School in St. 
Clair Shores. More than 176 contestants from 
all parts of the state participated in the event. 
Chineze, who is a member of the National Honor 
Society and also plays basketball, softbaEI, and 
track and field athletics, will be competing in 
the Miss Pre-Teen division, one of four divisions 
that will have ladies between the ages of 7 and 
19. More than $60,000 in prizes and awards will 
be presented at the Nationals Competition while 
each winner enjoys an all-expense paid trip of five 
nights and six days in Orlando. 

Holiday open house 

The 7th Annual Bartlett-Travis Holiday 
Open House will take place Friday, Nov. 
21 and Saturday, Nov. 22. Located at 
500 N. Ridge Road, just north of Cherry 
Hill Road, this classic farmhouse will be 
dressed for the holiday season. 

On Nov. 21 from 6-9 p.m., will feature 
hot cocoa and holiday music featuring the 
Grace Notes Flute Ensemble. On Nov. 22, 
the house will be open for viewing from 
5-8 p.m. There is no admission and all 
ages are welcome. For more information 
call (734) 394-5460 or visit leisure.canton-
mi.org. 

Canton Newcomers 

The Canton Newcomers will host their 
next monthly meeting at 7:15 p.m., Dec. 
3 at the Sunflower Clubhouse (45800 
Hanford, west of Canton Center).The 
evening will include socializing, neighbor 
introductions, sign ups for more than 
20 interest group activities (playgroups, 
Bunco, Scrapbooking, Book Club, Men's 
Poker Night, Couples Social, and more), 
and a raffle that will benefit the Canton 
Goodfellows. 
. There will also be a dinner hosted by 
Palermo's Restaurant as well as dessert by 
Back Home Bakery. For more information 
or to receive a complementary copy of the 
group's newsletter, please visit www.can-
tonnewcomers.org or call Melanie at (734) 
207-3341. 

Canton business women 
The Canton Business & Professional 

Women will meet from 6-8:30 p.m., 
Monday, Dec. 8 at Rose's Restaurant, 201N 
Canton Center Road (west side of Canton 
Center Road just north of Cherry Hill). The 
guest speaker will be Judy Ellis of First Step. 
The group will be presenting First Step with 
donations for its 'wish list.' Attendees are 
asked to bring a gift. You must RSVP for 
this meeting by Friday, Dec. 5 to Irene Psilis 
by e-mailing Irene.Psilis@ncmc.com or call­
ing (734) 981-7810. 

Book signing 
Award-winning author and photogra­

pher Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin of Canton 
will autograph books at the Livonia 
Borders Express store 1-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 22. The store is located inside Laurel 
Park Mall in Livonia. 

Her latest release, "Cheryl's Musings: 
A Day In The Life Of An Award Winning 
Poet & Photographer," will be available. 
The book walks readers through her 
18-month writing journey and how she 
accomplished many goals in such a short 
time. Her mini writing guide will enable 
writers of all levels to pen their first 
poem, story or essay. Martin's first book, 
"Woman Reclining," will also be available. 

Martin's photography is displayed 
through The Healing Arts Exhibit, and 
The Portrait Show in Orion Township. 
At the end of November she'll have a solo 
photographic exhibit at the Flat Rock 
Library, in Flat Rock. She can be reached 
at peroinc5@comcast.net or by calling 
(734) 397-1626. 

Snow 'fowls' up turkey golf event 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth Salvation 
Army Corps is in desperate 
need of turkeys to feed strug­
gling families Thanksgiving 
Day. 

Last Saturday's "Free Golf 
for a Turkey" event at the Fox 
Hills Golf and Banquet Center 
netted the Salvation Army 
only five turkeys because of the 
snowy weather. 

"We have 79 turkeys, and 
the need is for 200 by Friday," 
said Laurie Aren, the Plymouth 
Corps' director of family and 
community ministries. "Our 
Thanksgiving list is up over 
100 percent from last year. We 
did 127 meals last year, and 
we're at 278 families right now. 

"Last year we were in the 
same position and God just 
showed up," she said. 

Employees of Saturn of 
Plymouth and Saturn of 
Farmington Hills are doing 
their part in trying to fill the 
need for Thanksgiving meals 
by providing 40 complete 
Thanksgiving Day meals, 
of which half will go to the 
Plymouth Salvation Army and 
the other half to the Salvation 
Army in Farmington Hills. 

"We're purchasing all the 

mainstays of a Thanksgiving 
Day dinner... turkey, stuff­
ing, cranberry sauce, butter, 
rolls and a pumpkin pie," said 
Suzanne Hill of Saturn in 
Plymouth. "Our general man­
ager, Jim Huston (of Westland) 
purchased all 40 turkeys; The 
rest of the employees are pledg­
ing money to purchase the 
other items. 

"We just wanted to help out 

the community'because we 
realize these are tough times 
for many people," said Hill. 
"It's always nice to help out, but 
especially in times like this." 

Donations of turkeys and 
additional food items can be 
dropped off at the Salvation 
Army in Plymouth Township, 
located at 9451S. Main. 

District eyes 
election shift 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A decision by the Schoolcraft 
College Board of Trustees 
to move its elections to even 
years in conjunction with the 
November general election 
means the Plymouth-Canton 
Board of Education will have 
to decide by the end of the year 
whether it will follow suit. 

Plymouth-Canton had 
been splitting the cost with 
Schoolcraft College when 
both had the same election 
cycle in odd-year May. With 
Schoolcraft moving to even-
year November elections in 
2010, the community college 
will save more than $100,000. 
Plymouth-Canton board mem­
bers will have to decide by Dec. 
31 if the May 2009 election 
will go as scheduled — which a 
board subcommittee estimated 
to cost $100,000 — or move to 
a November election cycle. 

"If we went to odd November 
(2009), it would cost us 
$84,000," said Trustee Steven 
Sneideman, a member of the ad 
hoc election committee. "If we 
waited until 2010, it would be 
cost-free because it would be 
on a national ballot." 

Sneideman said if the Board 
of Education waited until 2010 

for the next election, "then it 
would be 31/* years between 
elections... that's nearly a full 
term." 

If the election is held in 
May 2009, the ballot would 
include four names (assuming 
they all seek re-election): Judy 
Mardigian, Barry Simescu, 
Tom Wysocki and John 
Jackson. Jackson, who was 
appointed to the seat vacated 
by Mark Slavens, is slated to 
seek re-election on the next 
scheduled election date, which 
at this point is in May. 

The Board of Education 
would also need to determine 
how to stagger the terms to 
avoid a major overhaul of the 
school board at one time. 

"It's a delicate balance," said 
Gonzalez, the committee chair­
person. "We have to decide if 
we need to have an election 
because we haven't had one for 
30 months* or if we should save 
money for the district. 

"Part of being elected is fol­
lowing the will of the people," 
she added. 

"If we're in office 30 months 
longer tha^i what we were 
elected for, then I don't think 
it's the will of the people." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com 
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NEW HUNTINGTON" EASY ACCESS CDSU 

3.50 A P Y 
12-MONTH CD. $15,000 MINIMUM BALANCE 

Introducing our new Huntington® Easy Access CD,SM the CD that 
allows a one-time withdrawal of your funds. Let's face it, while CDs are a smart 

investment, it's sometimes hard to accept that your money will be tied up. Even though 

it's FDIC insured and it's earning 3.50% APY- still, what if you need it? We understand. 

With the new Huntington® Easy Access CDSM your money's safe, growing and available, 

if you need it. 

Huntington 
1-800-480-2265 | huntington.com 

For more information, stop by a 
Huntington banking office or visit us online. 

•Minimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for HUNTINGTON® EASY ACCESS CD!M is $15,000.00. APY is accurate as of date of publication and subject to change at anytime. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal during the original term on the amount of 
principal withdrawn within the first 6 (six) days afterths day of account opening. No penally will be assessed for early withdrawal from the seventh day through the end of the original term. A different early withdrawal penalty will apply during any renewal term. See "Huntington Easy Access CD 
-Fixed-Rate Certificate of Deposit Account Agreement and Disclosure of Account Terms and Rules and Regulations" for details about the early withdrawal penalty. Any withdrawal of principal during the original term of this account must be a withdrawal of the entire amountofthe principal in 
the account. No partial withdrawal of principal is permitted during the original term. For consumer accounts only; maximum deposit amount S250.000.00 per account. Member FDIC. #® and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares incorporated. Huntington® 
Easy Access CDSM is a service mark of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2008 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 

http://www.hometowrtlife.com
http://mi.org
http://www.canton-mi.org
http://www.canton-mi.org
http://mi.org
http://www.cantonnewcomers.org
http://www.cantonnewcomers.org
mailto:Irene.Psilis@ncmc.com
mailto:peroinc5@comcast.net
mailto:tbruscato@hometownlife.com
http://huntington.com


A4 (*) Observer S Eccentric j Thursday, November 20,2008 COUNTY NEWS www.hometownlffe.com 

volatile stock market 
-, % ow to explain it? Mid-
$" ~% afternoon the stock 
£ market is in an all too 
common downturn and then 
it recoups its losses and is up 

500 points 
by close. The 
very next day 
the market 
is down 300 
points. 

It doesn't 
make sense. 

This is a 
time when 
fear and irra­
tional behav­
ior — rather 
than the 

fundamentals of the market 
— appear to be the norm. To 
make sense out of the wild 
swings on Wall Street is 
nearly impossible. There are 
issues in our economy but on 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

any given day it is impossible 
to figure out why the markets 
react the way they do. 

Years ago when the market 
was booming, many individu­
als began to day trade — buy­
ing and selling-on a daily 
basis. Unfortunately, I have 
started to hear that because 
of the Volatility in the markets 
many people are starting to do 
some day trading. To me, day 
trading is nothing more than 
gambling. I don't believe in 
"gambling" with your invest­
ment dollars. 

There are people who make 
money on day trading, how­
ever, it's similar to saying that 
buying lottery tickets is a good 
investment because there are 
many winners. Studies show 
the majority of people who get 
involved in day trading lose 
a substantial portion of their 

money. The reality is only a 
few gamblers actually make 
money, the same can be said . 
for day trading. 

There is no doubt that 
investors are apprehensive 
and concerned about their 
portfolios. However, investors 
should resist the temptation 
to get involved with either 
investments or investment 
strategies that are gimmicky. 
In today's market, there are 
many hustlers who are pounc­
ing on investors, encouraging 
them to move money in order 
to take advantage of the cur­
rent market conditions. My 
advice is be extremely cau­
tious. 

It is important during vola­
tile times that investors do 
not make rash and emotional 
decisions. After all, the mar­
ket conditions today may not 

and discipline 
be the same market condi­
tions just a few months down 
the road. 

If I told you back in July 
when gas was more than 
$4.50 a gallon that in just 
a few months you'd be pay­
ing under $2 a gallon, most • 
would have said that's impos­
sible. Experts were predicting 
$5. No one predicted that 
gas prices would plummet. 
Market and economic condi­
tions in today's world change 
rapidly and that is why inves­
tors need to be cautious. 

We have been through 
numerous financial crises 
in our country's history and 
have always worked our way 
through them. Whether it was 
difficult times after the start 
of World War II when our 
country was losing the war, 
the housing market was crum­

bling and the federal govern­
ment was incurring massive 
debt to fund the war, or the 
stock market crash of 1987, 
the markets and our economy 
have always rebounded over 
a relatively short period of 
time. 1 am a believer in the 
American economy — not out 
of blind pride — but based 
upon the facts. 

During this crisis many 
experts seem to suggest that 
our economy will go through 
an extremely difficult period 
like the Japanese did just 
a few years ago. Although 
there are similarities, it is 
important to recognize that 
our form of capitalism and 
our economy is unlike that of 
Japan. The U.S. economy is 
not only the largest economy 
in the world, it is the most 
flexible and this remains one 

our strengths. 
I have no idea when the cur­

rent difficulties will end and 
when markets will rebound. 
I don't have the answer and 
neither does anyone else. 
However, I do know what 
history has shown and that 
is that markets do rebound 
faster than most people antic­
ipate. 

It is a difficult time for 
investors, however, be assured 
it will improve. Investors who 
show discipline and patience 
will be rewarded. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial' 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
tersthometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at1 

www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays onWOTK1400 AM. 

First payment must be made by March 15, 20Q9. 
Minimum loan amount £5,000. Existing Telcom loans excluded, 

kfey ; Canton .= Livonia Ly. on Soufhfield 

...all at an affordable cost. Contact us at (734) 462 0770 for information 
on our all inclusive wedding packages including dinner, tax, gratuity, bar 

services and the wedding cake from "Sweet Dreams". 

View online all of our menus and information on 
our Upcoming New Years Eve Party 

*Home and Office 
^_ catering with delivery or pickup-ready to serve. 

$4AAm^ *Open Mon. - Fn. 10am-3pm for lunch 
Lo

sTA™ S °\fiT "Assorted Holiday Pies contact us at {734)779-4525 
^^•^MtK^ii^SiXX-zeiiawijaa'mtti 
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OUR VIEWS 

liday season brings 

It's worth noting the Plymouth Salvation Army Corps 
kicked off its annual Red Kettle Campaign — the corps' 
biggest fund-raiser and key financial provider — on 
Monday. 

Of course, the Salvation Army isn't the only group 
helping the needy during the upcoming holiday season. 
Rotary, Kiwanis, Goodfellows, Lions and a variety of 
other organizations are doing their best to make sure the 
less fortunate are able to enjoy a nice holiday. 

The Salvation Army campaign is noteworthy for a cou­
ple of reasons. First, it is perhaps the most recognizable 
fund-raiser out there, what with volunteers standing next 
to the big red kettles, drawing donors in with the rhyth­
mic notes of the golden bells. 

Less obvious is the more important note the kettle 
campaign is sounding this year; One of desperate need in 
an oppressive economy. In an area so dependent not just 
on the Big Three auto companies, but on ancillary suppli­
ers as well, the struggles of the industry are hitting hard. 

Here's a fact: A good number of the people in our area 
(the Salvation Army covers Plymouth, Canton, Northville 
and Belleville) who have in the past made significant 
donations to the Salvation Army are now the ones com­
ing through the door needing significant help from the 
Salvation Army. 

That's how much the need in our community has 
increased. That's how pivotal drives such as the Red 
Kettle Campaign can be. Programs like this — and any 
of the other drives, fund-raisers and campaigns run by 
countless civic, church, school and neighborhood organi­
zations — are literally life-savers. 

The Salvation Army has set a lofty goal for their cam­
paign - $235,000, up from the $206,000 they raised a 
year ago. Teresa Moriarty, the volunteer coordinator for 
the Plymouth Salvation Army, says she's concerned about 
the need for volunteer bell ringers. Weekends are pretty 
well taken care of, but midweek ringers are still needed 

; (go to www.ringbells.org or call (734) 453-5464 to Volun­
teer). Volunteering is another way of helping — not just 
the Salvation Army but all the other groups, as well — if 
you don't think you can afford to drop some cash in the 
kettle. 

Moriarty, however, notes times of economic downturn, 
of financial hardship, often bring out the best in donors. 
When they can feel something of the pinch themselves, 
people tend to be more giving. 

Moriarty has history on her side, and so she won't be 
surprised when the Salvation Army tops its goal. 

Given the generosity of this community, of course, nei­
ther will we. 

The forecasts are gloomy, and it's not the unseasonably 
cold weather that economists are talking about. 

Rather, they're gritting their teeth at the prospect of a 
lean holiday shopping season. So lean will it be, they're pre­
dicting, that sales could be in the negative column, meaning 
a decrease in sales from previous years. 

That's where suburban shoppers come in. Let's face it: 
We're all feeling the pinch of higher utility bills and stag­
nant wages, so where we spend our dollars this season is 
more important than ever. 

After all, it's the trickle down effect. The state economy 
needs tax revenue from healthy retail sales, and to stay in 
business — and employ thousands of us during the season 
— retailers need your business. 

There's no need, however, for suburban shoppers to grit 
their teeth this holiday season. There are plenty of reasons 
to shop locally that go well beyond keeping the local econo­
my healthy. 

There's nothing like seeing a purchase up close and per­
sonal, whether it be to check out the right color for a sweat­
er, or to make sure the features on Wii and Guitar Hero are 
what you expected. 

Besides, when you shop in your hometown, there are no 
prieey shipping and handling charges that buyers encounter 
online. Those two items don't exactly put you in a holiday 
mood. 

Shopping close to home, though, offers a perfect chance 
to get in the holiday spirit. Shoppers, and the youngsters 
who tag along, often thrill to the child-sized train rides at 
the Oakland Mall in Troy and Laurel Park Place in Livonia. 

Shopping locally also gives buyers a chance to check out 
boutique stores in downtown districts, like Birmingham, or 
that exceptional handmade gift at, say, a library gift shop. 

Holiday festivals, such as at the one Dec. 6 at Willow 
Creek Shopping Plaza in Canton, and like the Lagniappe 
on Dec. 1, with the Big Bright Light Show in Rochester, give 
buyers just a little something extra with their purchases. 

Everyone loves a bargain, and forecasters predict there 
will be plenty of those to warm up to this holiday season. So 
buy locally and make this season merry and bright for all. 

CANTON 
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LETTERS 
Against new charter school I will fight for you 

A new charter school in Canton con­
cerns me for reasons other than traffic 
or property value. First, in a beleaguered 
economy, the last thing Plymouth Canton 
Community Schools need is to lose sev­
eral hundred students to a charter school. 
PCCS has survived hard times because 
of growth, but the school board still faces 
major cuts each year. The state has not 
raised the per-pupil funding to meet rising 
costs. 

The second difficulty I see is that public 
tax money is funding a "target audience" 
school. Charter schools receive the same 
per-pupil allowance from the state as pub­
lic schools, but do not have a public board 
nor require open meetings. I have no issue 
with private schools of any stripe, but I do 
take issue with this school, unless all pri­
vate schools in the district can also receive 
public monies. 

Elizabeth Givens 
Canton 

IS 

To Bob J. Harden (letter "Don't profit 
from education," Nov. 13): You have a right 
to be against charter schools. You have a 
right to be against this particular proposed 
charter school. You also have a right to be 
against for-profit learning institutions. 

You really cross the line by insinuat­
ing Muslims who teach are insulting bur 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. You seem 
to be implying that this proposed school 
will be funding terrorism and the Iraq 
insurgency. Your comments are not only 
ridiculous, they are also insulting to the 
growing Arab-American community here 
in Canton. 

Khalil S. Kandah 
Canton 

r 
In the Observer on Sept. 28,1 read that 

Phil "LaJoy intends to postpone being 
sworn in as supervisor so that he can par­
ticipate in the 'flurry' of votes that tradi­
tionally come before the House toward the 
end of the session." After he won, he stated 
in the Canton Journal newspaper that 
he planned to take office in January, but 
would spend time in township hall when 
he wasn't needed in Lansing. 

Mr. LaJoy, are you serving Canton or 
your own interests? According to Michigan 
law, you qualify for lifetime health insur­
ance only after completing your term in 
December (Act 261, Section 38.1079). Also, 
Michigan Election Law states: "All town­
ship officers' terms shall commence at 12 
noon on Nov. 20 next following their elec­
tion." (Act 116, Section 168.362) 

To me, it looks like you want to finish 
your term in Lansing to qualify for the 
lifetime health insurance benefits. But by 
law, you should take the oath of office as 
township supervisor before your term as 
state representative is finished. Are you 
planning to double dip (get paid to work in 
two jobs simultaneously)? 

Technically, Mr. LaJoy could be appoint­
ed by the board in January to fill his 
vacancy created by not swearing in before 
Jan. 1. 

Dan Devey 
Canton 

I would like to extend my deepest grati­
tude to all the residents of Canton, Van 
Buren and Belleville who chose me to be 
our community's voice in the Michigan 
House of Representatives. Throughout my 
campaign I spoke to everyone I met about 
the need for change. I want you to know 
that those are not empty words. 

I believe we need a state government 
that is in tune with what our residents 
need. As your state representative, I will 
fight to create more good-paying jobs for 
our workers and get our economy back on 
track. I will work to expand health care so 
that all residents can live full and healthy 
lives, and I will work to lower the cost of 
health care for everyone. I will work to 
strengthen our schools so that every child 
has the opportunity to reach his or her full 
potential. By focusing on education, we can 
ensure that Michigan will have the highly 
skilled workforce needed to be a leader in 
the 21st century global economy. 

I also believe we need serious reform to 
ensure that our government is working for 
our residents' best interests and not the 
special interests. I will work to crack down 
on lobbyists' influence in Lansing, starting 
with prohibiting lawmakers from becom­
ing lobbyists for two years after leaving 
office. I also will fight to cut state spend­
ing to ensure that we are living within our 
means — just like every family must do. 

There is a lot of work ahead to get 
Michigan back on track, and I am up to 
the task. I am truly honored and humbled 
that our residents have chosen me to work 
on their behalf, and work I will. I will be 
an independent voice for our community 
— and I will make sure that our communi­
ty always comes first. I was chosen by you 
to speak for you, and that will guide every 
decision I make in the Michigan House. 

Again, I would like to thank our com­
munity for your support — I couldn't have 
done it without you. 

Dian Slavens 
state representative-elect 

Canton 

Thanks for the support 
I would like to personally thank every­

one who supported me in my recent bid 
for 35th District Court judge. Although 
the outcome wasn't favorable for me, I am 
proud that we ran a clean and positive 
campaign. I believe that our campaign was 
a true reflection of the character of every­
one involved. I have been deeply touched 
by all of your cards, e-mails and letters 
offering your condolences and continued 
support. 

I owe a special debt of gratitude to every­
one who worked closely with me on my 
campaign team. You all worked incredibly 
hard and I am truly honored to have had 
such an outpouring of support. I would 
also like to thank the nearly 32,000 voters 
who voted for me on Nov. 4. Your expres­
sion of confidence in me makes me proud 
to call our community my home. 

I also want to thank my primary election 
competitors, Martha Snow, Cam Miller, 
Jim Malinowski and Art Butler. Your com­
petitive spirit before the primary and your 
support for me after the primary will never 
be forgotten. Finally, I would like to con­
gratulate my opponent, Jim Plakas, for his 

success. I wish him the best in serving this 
great community. 

My wife, Maria, and I will continue to : 
operate our law practice in the heart of 
this community serving the legal needs of 
our residents., We will continue to remain 
active with community events and worthy 
causes that make our area such a special 
place. 

Joe Barone 
Plymouth 

Make schools diabetic safe 
For children with diabetes, managing 

their condition is a full-time job. Their 
daily tasks include monitoring their blood 
sugar levels several times and often taking 
multiple insulin shots. For these children, 
proper management of their condition 
is not a choice, it's an absolute necessity. 
Keeping blood sugar levels under control 
enables kids to live healthier and more pro­
ductive lives at school and at play and to 
avoid health complications. 

Unfortunately, students with diabetes 
are often left with no assistance in caring 
for their condition at school. This is why it's 
so important for the Michigan Legislature 
to pass House Bill 6555, prompted by 
the American Diabetes Association's 
Safe at School Campaign and supported 
by the Michigan Diabetes Outreach 
Network, National Kidney Foundation of 
Michigan, and Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation. The legislation will allow 
diabetic students to bring necessary per­
sonal equipment to school to monitor their 
condition during class or school-related 
activities. 

The legislation will also ensure that 
schools have personnel to assist with daily 
and emergency diabetes care tasks. All too 
often, a single nurse is assigned to cover 
as many as 10 schools. Even when schools 
have a full-time nurse, they are not always 
available, especially during field trips and 
extracurricular activities. By training 
school personnel to perform diabetes care 
tasks, students will safely get help when a 
nurse is not present. 

I am going to contact my state repre­
sentative and state senator and encour­
age them to support the Safe at School 
Campaign. I hope you will do the same. 

Brock Varner 
National Kidney Foundation of Michigan 

Canton 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 • 

Cay* 

(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

tUOTABLE 
"When times are tough people give from their hearts, they're very generous... With the economy the way it is, and 
the need growing desperately, there's an awareness out there in the community that people are struggling. I feel 
very confident we're going to reach that goal, with the grace of God." 
- Teresa Moriarty, Plymouth Salvation Army volunteer coordinator, expressing admiration for the giving spirit of 
people, especially during hard times 

http://www.hometownlife.com
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Democrats praise Milliken's 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Tuesday night at Livonia's 
Laurel Manor was like a high 
school reunion for politicians 
and political journalists. 

They had come to honor 
William Milliken, Michigan's 
longest-serving governor, who 
has come to symbolize civility, 
bipartisanship and devotion to 
public service. 

Milliken, 86, who served 
from 1969 to 1982, was hon­
ored by the Michigan Political 
History Society. Previous hon-
orees were longtime Attorney 
General Frank Kelley, for­
mer House Co-Speaker Paul 
Hillegonds and former Gov. 
James Blanchard. 

Politicians and journal­
ists from the Milliken era 
exchanged handshakes, hugs 
and laughs as they caught up 
on lost time and reminisced 
about their days in Lansing. 
The formal presentations 
combined some mild roasting 
with heartfelt tributes to the 
man admired as much for his 
demeanor as his progressive 
Republican politics. 

''Bill Milliken represents 
civility in government and he 
was in fact the most civil of 
individuals, he would listen to 
both sides," said former U.S. 
Rep. Joe Schwarz prior to the 
presentation. "He was decisive 
but never offensive, all the 
things that people today should 
strive to be." 

That theme was struck time 
and again by the evening's 
speakers and demonstrated in 
Milliken's response. 

PHOTOS BY MIKE OUILLINAN 

Former governor William Milliken chats with longtime Attorney General 
Frank Kelley at the tribute dinner for Milliken Tuesday. Kelley was one of the 
speakers. 

Michigan House Speaker Andy Dillon, D-Redford, has a talk with former Gov. 
William Milliken. Looking on is state Sen. Martha Scott, D-Detroit. 

"It is so good to be here in 
this room with all of you. I 
have been deeply moved by 
your friendship and the words 
spoken tonight," Milliken said. 

Democrat Frank Kelley, 85, 
Michigan's attorney general 
from 1961 to 1998, began the 
evening's tributes. He said he 
and Milliken came from differ­
ent backgrounds but were both 
inspired by their fathers to 
become public servants. Kelley 
praised Milliken's political 
courage. 

"He actually led a battle to 
raise Michigan's taxes that all 
economists agreed were need­
ed at the time," Kelley said. "He 
raised taxes, that takes courage 
and if you don't believe me, ask 
Andy Dillon." 

But Kelley, too, spotlighted 
Milliken's personality. 

"He was always even-handed 
and a perfect gentleman in 
relations with others, and he 
trusted the opposition party 
and treated the opposition with 
fairness," Kelley said. 

Former Republican Party 
chairman William McLaughlin 
called Milliken "the best can­
didate in the nation to work 
with on the Republican side," 
especially in 1974 in the midst 
of the Watergate scandal. 

David Baker Lewis spoke 
about the special relationship 
between Milliken and Detroit 
Mayor Coleman Young. He said 
there was a common wisdom 
that Republican governors and 
Democratic big city mayors 
would always be at odds. 

"William Milliken shattered 
that stereotype as he did many 
others," Lewis said. "Relations 

with the city were the best they 
could have been. The governor 
and mayor were known as the 
odd couple and not because 
they were at odds." 

Former Milliken aides Keith 
Molin, Joyce Braithwaite-
Brickley and Bill Rustem 
offered their views of the man 
who has come to symbolize 
moderate Republicanism in 
Michigan. 

Rustem said Milliken was 
a Republican of another era, 
in the heritage of Abraham 
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt 
and Dwight Eisenhower. 

Milliken was in strong voice, 
belying his years, and offered 
some strong views on today's 
political landscape. 

He praised the Michigan 
Political History Society, which 
was formed 15 years ago to 
preserve Michigan's political 
history. 

"The society's efforts are 
helping foster a greater under­
standing and perspective on 
what has happened in the past 
and what is happening now in, 
the field of public policy," he 
said. 

Milliken reminded the audi­
ence that his last year in office 
was also a time of severe reces­
sion. 

"Those were very difficult 
times, I shall never forget, 
but we got through them," he 
said. 

"I think most of us would 
agree that despite our current 
difficulties there is optimism 
and hope in this nation tonight. 
That optimism stems diiectly 
from our recent national elec­
tion. I believe it was a great day 
for our country and the world 
that we elected a man of the 
caliber of Barack Obama to be 
our next president." 

He said he is impressed by 
how Obama ran his campaign 
and the deliberate approach he 
is taking in forming his admin­
istration. 

"I believe he will be a presi­
dent who will see beyond pure 
partisanship and appeal to our 
highest natures," he said. "As a 
Republican, I am glad we have 
made this incredible move at 
this time in our history." 

He remembered his rela­
tionship with Coleman Young 
warmly. 

"We had our differences 
to be sure. They could be 
intense at times, but we were 
able to resolve them and retain 
civility and mutual respect," he 
said. 

He said when Youngnsed 
a particularly offensive 
12-letter word to describe 
him, the mayor called imme­
diately the next day to say the 
word was really "an endear­
ment." 

"I took his word," Milliken 
said. 

Milliken was critical of the 
partisanship in state govern­
ment and what he called politi­
cal pandering at a time when 
the state's services are being 
severely cut. He laid some , 
blame on term limits. 

"I know of no other line of 
work where inexperience is 
considered an asset," he said. 

But he said he is optimistic 
that the recent elections are a 
sign that progressive politics. 

Milliken attended the dinner 
with his wife Helen. 

hgaltagher@hometownlife.com 
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Public Safety Director John 
Santomauro. "She is largely 
responsible for overseeing the 
vast majority of changes in the 
department over the last 18 
years. She has been a tremen­
dous asset." 

Canton Sgt. Deb Newsome 
said Golles' career has served 
as inspiration to other women. 

"She is one of the reasons I 
came here 17 years ago," she 
said. "She was a high-rank-

Canton Police Laura Golles 
Officer Laura retired Nov. 7 
Golles when she after some 28 
was hired in years on the 
1980. Canton Police 

Department. 

ing female officer so I knew 
there were opportunities (for 

advancement). She was one of 
the first people I met." 

Joking that she has a split 
personality that allows her to 
remain firm in the workplace 
and feminine and motherly 
while at home, the married 
mother of two children has 
been honored by outside agen­
cies and has received various 
departmental awards and cita­
tions throughout her career. 

After wrestling with whether 
to wait until next year to retire, 
Golles said she made her final 
decision Nov. 3. 

"It was very difficult," she 

- Advertisement 

Michigan Eye Doctor 
Helps Legally Blind 
Dr. Sheldon Smith fits special 
glasses to help those with 
macular degeneration and 
other eye conditions keep 
reading and driving. 
By Elena Lombardt 

Most of us take things like reading, 
watchingTV or playing cardsfor granted. 
But poor vision from conditions like 
macular degeneration, glaucoma, diabetes 
or cataracts makes these tasks difficult or 
even impossible. When people have 
insufficient vision to do the things they 
want to do, they have low vision. 

Today Michigan Optometrist Dr. Sheldon 
Smith has the answers many of these 
people have been seeking. Dr. Smith, a 
Low Vision Specialist, helps people with 
these types of eye diseases see better. A 
Fellow of the International Academy of 
Low Vision Specialists, Dr. Smith is one of a 
select group of doctors serving the visually 
impaired. 

"People don't know there are experienced 
doctors who can help them with 
specialized low vision care," says Dr. Smith. 
"Many people hear from their own doctors 
that nothing can be done for their eye 
disease, but there are ways to improve 
vision" says Dr. Smith. "I devise special 
glasses to help patients meet their various 
visual goals." 

Patients often end up using weak, clumsy 
hand-held magnifiers trying to see. 
Conversely, Dr. Smith prescribes hands-free 
devices that are easier to use. "We use the 
same telescopic devices surgeons use 
during operations," says Dr. Smith. "That's 
how powerful and convenient they are." 

Special prismatic reading glasses and 
microscopes help make reading a little 
easier. Telescopic glasses primarily focus 
on distance objects like TV, passing 
neighbors or scenery. Telescopes can also 
be adapted to closer tasks like playing 
cards or computers. "Telescopes can even 
help people meet the driver vision 
requirement," Dr. Smith explained. 
Michigan is one of 46 states that allow 
bioptic telescopic glasses for driving. 

Mr. Don Liptak, age 74 of Livonia, Michigan 
saw Dr. Smith last January. Don had 
macular degeneration and was on strong 
chemotherapy for leukemia. Don had 20/ 
60 vision and sought help with reading, 

Don Liptak wearing driving telescopes • 

driving and the computer. The doctor 
prescribed a system of three low vision 
aids that addressed all of Don's objectives. 

"These are better for the computer than 
anything else I've tried," Don said. "Last , 
week I went out in my '66 Mustang 
convertible and the glasses helped me see 
things far away. It's hard losing your 
independence but these glasses make my 
life easier." 

Many activities require their own unique 
device, such as reading and driving. The 
extent of each system varies as people 
have differing visual ability and range of 
interests. Special reading glasses start at 
$600 and most custom telescopes cost 
from $1800 to $2500. Interest free 
financing is available. 

"Each patient has a unique amount of 
vision and their own goals," says Smith, "so 
I help patients do what matters most to 
them. We train patients to use their 
remaining vision and their devices to meet 
the challenges of daily living. Also 
safeguarding present vision levels is crucial. 
Sun filters and nutritional supplements can 
improve vision and prevent further sight 
loss." 

If you or someone you know is struggling 
with their vision, call Dr. Smith to find out 
how low vision care can help improve 
quality of life. There is help available. You 
just need to know where to find it. 

You can reach Dr. Smith and 
Suburban Low Vision of Michigan at 

1-877-677-2020. 
Dr. Smith has offices in Livonia,Warren and 
Greater Lansing. Visit Suburban Low Vision 
of Michigan at suburbaneyecare.com or 
find out more about the International 
Academy of Low Vision Specialists at 
ialvs.com. QEOSMUTI 

said, noting that her departure 
"hasn't sunk in yet. I feel like 
I'm on vacation and next week, 
I'm going back." 

As for whether she feels any 
regret for choosing a badge and 
gun over becoming an attorney, 
Golles said she hasn't ruled 
anything out. 

"It could still come to be," she 
said. "I'm not ready to go sit at 
home." 

Check us out on the Web every day 
athometownlife.com 
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Why did Carol Richardson 
want to have lunch with WNIC 
radio jocks? 

"Because I absolutely adore 
them," Richardson wrote in her 
winning entry for Dining with 
the Stars. 

"I love WNIC and would 
never switch to satellite radio," 
wrote Richardson, who got 
to meet and lunch with her 
favorite radio crew — WNIC's 
Breakfast Club hosts Chris 
Edmonds, Lisa Barry and 
newsman Dave Lockhart and 
afternoon host Kevin O'Neill 
— Tuesday at Buddy's in 
Farmington Hills. 

"I could not function in the 
mornings or apply makeup 
without Lisa on my shower 
radio and my bathroom coun­
ter radio," Richardson wrote. 
"Dave Lockhart is so precious 
with his conservative views, 
reminds me of Dad. Chris 
Edmonds is hilarious. Kevin 
gets me home — traffic jams, 
rain, snow or sun I am devoted 
to Kevin." 

Richardson presented each 
WNIC radio host with a rose in 
the limo ride to Buddy's cour­
tesy of Class Plus Limo. 

"Lunch lasted over two 
hours," said Marcy Brontman 
of Buddy's, who initiated the 
Dining with the Stars promo­
tion with this newspaper. 
; Richardson, a Canton 
Township resident, said it was 
"way more than I expected." 

. . r;,:,,3:,,:MiKms-i.i,-,VS!Siii 

i \J'w 4- .. Jv-.> 'lair liaJJ. :• . \J V ~ i i . ' -,J t ;-. t. 

Wedding % Celebration Creations 

Dining with the Stars winner Carol Richardson of Canton Township gets 
a mini-makeover from Sebastian Kobeissi of E Design Salon and Spa in 
Dearborn. 

ins 
Not your ordinary florist! 

Unique Gifts 
Seasonal & Year Round Home Decor 
Basket/Container Exchanges 
Centerpiece of the Month Program 
Craft of the Month Program 
Classes (floral design/crafts/home decor) 
House Plant Doctor 
Monthly Drawings for Free Centerpiece 
Create Your Own Centerpiece or Basket 
(with a little help from us!) 

Arriving via iimo at Buddy's in Farmington Hiils are Deb Lance (Carol's best 
friend), Carol Richardson and WNIC radio personalities Kevin O'Neill, Lisa 
Berry and Chris Edmonds. 

She even brought her best 
friend, Deb Lance, to share in 
her win and give her support 
on the way to picking up her 
"stars." Buddy's owner, Robert 
Jacobs, stopped at the table to 
congratulate the winner and 
meet the stars and the staff at 
Buddy's got into the spirit of 
the moment. 

"They arrived at 11 a.m. when 
Buddy's just opened, so they 
had the entire place to them­
selves. It was very cool. About 
40 minutes later, the place was 
packed. They left about 1 p.m. 
full and happy," Brontman 

Funeral Packages 

said, adding "the limo driver 
carried out about 40 balloons 
for Carol and put them in the 
limo for the trip home." 

Buddy's Pizza donated $500 
to The Children's Miracle 
Network and Judson Center in 
honor of the WNIC crew. 

Richardson also was treat­
ed to a mini-makeover by 
Sebastian Kobeissi of I Design 
Salon and Spa in Dearborn, 
a $100 gift certificate from 
Reaver Diamond Co. in 
Southfield and dance exhibi­
tion by the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

Direct Cremation 

• Weddings 
• Anniversaries 
« Birthdays 
• Funerals 
• Graduations 
• Corporate Events 
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$ 
From 3499 

Includes Visitation, Funeral, 
Simple Casket and 
Memorial Movie! 

10% OFF 
Entire Purchase 

| Valid thru December 31,20,08 

A Holiday 
Centerpiece 
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DitheralHome and Cremation Service.', 

NO Hidden Fees 
Call for Details 

New, comfortable facility with 3 lounges..,2 for the Kids with Xbox gaming and computer internet access 
Live, world-wide webcasting and a "Celebration of Life" video included with every funeral service 

2401 3, Wayne Road (between Paln^erS. GlenwooclJ s Wes'iand « 734»n3-120i" 
Visit us on the web: www.riskoferguson.com 

6000 Sheldon Road Oust off Ford Road) Canton, MI 48187 
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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iis year, nana over 
your keys and make 

special message rrom 

This holiday season, we take time to 
remember HVA EMT Cheryl Kiejen 
who was killed in the line of duty on 
January 26, 2008. 

Tues & Wed 5pm-10pm 
Tnurs 5pm-11pm 

Fri &Sat 5pm-12am 
Open tor Lunches in December 

Open Sunday December 14,21 & 28 
(4pm-9pm) 

Food, Fun & Friends 
350 S. Main Street • Downtown Plymoutk 

734-416-0100 
Mon, Tues, Wed 11 am-10pm 

Tnurs 11 am-11] 
Fri 11 am-12am 
Sat 12pm-12am 
Sun 1pm-10pm 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.riskoferguson.com
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Ed Wright, editor. (734) 953-2108. ewright@tiometownlife.com 

Thumbs up to 
real grass, great 

www.hometownlife.com 
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Ed Wright 

!o one asked, but here are afewbetween-sea-
isons observations I thought I'd throw at you. 
! Unfortunately, I can't guarantee you 

they'll all be spirals... 
•It's puzzling to read all the 

recent comments on MLive. 
com that rip on the fact a few 
of this weekend's MHSAA 
semifinal football games will be 
played on real grass at Lansing 
Everett High School instead of 
artificial turf. 

I could understand the whin­
ing if it was the MHSAA rmnm-
farego^ftournament, an event 

that would require a smooth, pure surface. But 
we're talking aboakjbotbaM for crying out loud — a 
sport that was made great by guys like Bronko 
Nagurski, Joe Schmidt and Dick Butkus, warriors 
who toiled on ripped-up fields of sod that would 
have made Everett's plush turflook like a fairway 
at the Augusta National Golf Course. 

Give me the real stuff any day and the muddier, 
die merrier. 

•Hats offto the organizers of the Kim Renzi 
Freshmen Volleyball Tournament, which raised 
over $4,000 last month for the family of Kim 
Renzi, and to the members of the Salem volley­
ball program, which organized a fund-raiser at 
the Box Bar that raised over $1,600 for the same 
cause. 

Renzi, the Plymouth freshmen volleyball coach, 
has been valiantly battling metastatic melanoma 
since she was diagnosed with the horrible disease 
back in September. 

The way the community has supported the 
Renzis over the past few months is truly inspira­
tional. 

•It's time to alter the three-point shot in high 
school basketball. Instead of rewarding three 
points to the teams that bury 19-foot-plus jump­
ers, let's get rid of the arc completely and give three 
points to a team if it executes a perfect back-door, 
give-and-go or pick-and-roll layup. 

The closer you get to the basket, the tougher it is 
to score, so let's change the rules accordingly. 

•You read ft here first Ifl win the Mega 
Millions Lottery tomorrow, I'm going to purchase 
a 20-fixjt-by-30-foot, high-definition, plasma TV 
screen that we can attach to the PCEP football 
stadium's scoreboard. I can't tell you how many 

Please see WRIGHT, B2 
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PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Tyler Horqarth attempts to grab one of Jack Heineman's flags during a Michigan Youth Flag Football practice earlier this month at the Canton 
Sports Center. Close to 550 Plymouth and Canton youngsters participated in the league this fall. 

MYFFL teaches youngsters 
gridiron fundamentals 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

You don't need pads or tack­
ling to learn many of the impor­
tant lessons the storied game of 
football has to offer. 

Close to 550 Plymouth and 
Canton youngsters learned that 
fact the fun way this fall when 
they participated iri the local 
version of the Michigan Youth 
Flag; Football League, which 
capped its 2008 season with a 
state championship tournament 
this past weekend at Walled 
Lake Northern High School. 

Decked out in the jerseys of 
NFL franchises, 53 teams in 
four age groups — ranging from 
a kindergarten/first-grade divi­
sion to a sixth-seventh-eighth 
grade league — played a non-
contact version of the sport dur­
ing a seven-week, eight-game 
regular season that stretched 

from mid-September to early-
November. 

"The first thing we wanted 
the players to learn was how to 
work as a team," said Canton 
resident Jonathan Mehl, who 
served as.co-coach of the 
2nd/3rd grade Bears along 
with Plymouth resident Bryson 
Horgarth. "From Day 1, we 
taught them that they're not 10 
individuals, they're one team, 
which is so important in foot­
ball. 

"A lot of the kids had played 
baseball before, but not foot­
ball. While you're together as 
a team in baseball, the players 
are doing their own thing. In 
football, we tried to teach them 
that everybody has to do their 
job on every play for the team to 
succeed. It was a great learning 
experience for the kids — and a 

Please see FLAG, B7 
Nicholas Ontko unleashes a pass as co-coach Bryson 
Horgarth looks on. 

Bair peaking at ideal time 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The hundreds upon thou­
sands upon — who knows, mil­
lions? — of strokes Emily Bair 
has used to propel her body 
through the water in the Salem 
High School pool the past four 
years will pay off handsomely 
beginning this afternoon. 

For the first time in her four-
year career at Salem, Bair is a 
multiple individual qualifier 
in the Division 1 state swim­
ming meet that begins today at 
Eastern Michigan University 
— and the man who knows 
best says no one deserves the 
career-closing achievements 
more than Bair. 

"Emily is a super young lady," 
said Sklem coach Chuck Olson. 
"She's always been a good 
swimmer, but the past couple 
of years she's taken it more 
seriously and it has shown in 
her results. She's always done 
well on our relay teams, but 

this year she qualified for the 
state meet in the 100 butterfly 
and the 200 individual, which 
is quite an accomplishment. 

"Emily has done as well as 
she has because she's always 
been a good practice swimmer. 
She never takes a practice off." 

Successful start 
Bair began swimming com­

petitively in the seventh grade 
at Discovery Middle School. 
The following summer she 
joined the Plymouth-Canton 
Cruisers and she's been swim­
ming year-round ever since. 

"I love the camaraderie with 
my teammates and I just love 

being in the water," she said. 
"Even though I swim year-
round, I've never gotten sick of 
it. I enjoy practice because it's 
different every day." 

Swimming is in the Bair 
family's genes. Her dad, Derek, 
qualified to compete in the 
100 butterfly at the 1976 U.S. 
Olympics Trials. He also swam 
one year in college before 
hanging up his goggles. 

Bair was voted a team cap­
tain prior to the season and it's 
a role she's handled as well as. 
her in-the-water role. 

"Emily is a good captain 
because she relates well to 
the very good swimmers and 
just as well to the novices," 
said Olson. "She's a very good 
organizer and she does a lot of 
things to build team unity. She 
gets things done and she does it 
with a smile on her face. She's 
just a nice young lady." 

Please see BAIR, B8 

Senior Emily 
Bair has made 
countless 
contributions 
- both in the 
water and out 
- to the Salem 
girls swim 
and dive team 
the past four 
years. 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
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Faicusan 

Falcusan signs 
Head coach Jill 

Hirschinger of the 
University of New 
Hampshire volleyball 
team announced last 
Thursday the signing 
of Salem senior Jansan 
Falcusan to a National 
Letter of Intent to join 
the Wildcats' program. 

Falcusan signed dur­
ing the fall early-sign­
ing period. 

Falcusan, a 5-10 
setter, was an All-
Conference, selection in 
the Kensington Lakes 
Athletic Association, 
an All-Area, All-
Region and Michigan 
All-State selection in 
2008. 

In addition, Falcusan 
was recently named a 
Salem Scholar-Athlete 
Award winner, which is 
presented to student-
athletes with grade-
point averages of 3.5 or 
higher. 

"We are excited 
to have Jansan as a 
member of the UNH 
volleyball team," said 
Hirschinger. 

Turkey Trot 
Canton Leisure 

Services will be host­
ing the 5th Annual 
Thanksgiving Day 5k 
Fun Run & Walk on 
Nov. 27. 

The course will wind 
through Pheasant 
Run Golf Course and 
Heritage Park. 

Proceeds will 
be donated to the 
Epilepsy Foundation of 
Michigan. 

Registration for the 
event begins at 8:30 l 
a.m. at the Pheasant 
Run Golf Course club- J 
house. 

The kids' race startts 
at 9:15 a.m. with the 5K 
run/walk immediately 
following. 

The registration fee > 
is $20 before Nov. 21 
and $25 the day of the 
race. The kids' fee (12 -
and under) is $10; 

For more informa­
tion, call (734) 483-
5600. 


