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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Despite postponing his swear­
ing in as township supervisor, Phil 
LaJoy is not eligible for the lifetime 
insurance benefit that comes along 
with serving in the State House for 
six years. 

"There is no financial benefit 
to him staying," said Tim Bowlin, 
business director for the Michigan 
House of Representatives. 

LaJoy, who defeated David Marsh 
to become the supervisor-elect, has 
dodged criticism that he's not get­
ting sworn in with the rest of the 
Board of Trustees on Nov. 20 in an 
attempt to quality for the lifetime 
benefit. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Do you think Canton Supervisor-elect Phil LaJoy should take office with the rest 
of the incoming board members, or continue serving in the state Legislature until 
mid-December so Canton has a^voice in Lansing? Teli us your thoughts by e-maiiing 
Editor-Kurt Kuban at kkuban@hometownlife.com or by posting a comment on our 
Web site at www.hometownlife.com. 

"That's just not true," said LaJoy, 
who has already started an informal 
transition with retiring Supervisor 
Tom Yack. "The only reason (I'm 
staying on) is to do the right thing. 
It's nothing more than that." 

Near the end of the House session, 
LaJoy said everything in the system 
could be up for a vote and he doesn't 
want to leave the 21st District, which 

covers the majority of Canton, with­
out a voice. 

"Anything and everything could 
come up and 1 would miss all kinds 
of votes," he said, adding that he 
expects to be sworn in sometime 
around Dec. 1§ or 19- "The agenda 
(in the State House) is tentative but 
I will be sworn in much before the 
end of the year." 

According to a representative from 
the Michigan Townships Association, 
LaJoy can be sworn in anytime from 
Nov. 20 to Dec. 31. In order to qualify 
for the healthcare benefit, LaJoy 
would have to be in office on Jan. 1. 

Bowlin said it is not rare for legisla­
tors to postpone taking on new duties 
in order to participate in the session's 
final votes. 

"It's definitely not unheard of and 
it could be seen as a detriment that 
he is not resigning earlier because he 
will make more as a supervisor," he 
said. 

As township supervisor, LaJoy will 
earn $115,366 while legislators make 
$79,650. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com j (734) 953-2170 LaJoy 

Moving on 
Kirchgatter retires after more 
than two decades on board 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER " 

From a comprpmise to 
a 21-year history, Elaine 
Kirchgatter is preparing to 
say farewell to township gov­
ernment. 

"Canton has been good 
to me," said Kirchgatter, 
who was appointed to the 
Township Board in 1987 and 
became treasurer five years 
later. "I am going to miss the 
people in my department but 
I'm ready to go." 

Calling herself the 
"compromise candidate," 
Kirchgatter was tapped to 
fill an open seat on the board 
after three members went to 

bat for one candidate, but the 
three other members desired 
someone else. 

A year later, she was elect­
ed to the seat. 

"I just want to thank the 
residents for giving me the 
opportunity to serve them for 
20-plus years," she said. "And 
I would be the first to admit 
that, along the way, I have 
made some mistakes but I 
have always tried to keep the 
total community foremost in 
my mind. I have tried to do 
my best." 

Kirchgatter, a Rochester, 
N.Y., native, touched down in 
Canton in 1965. 

Her husband, Richard, had 
toured the township in hopes 

of bringing his veterinary 
practice to the area and hap­
pily reported to his college 
sweetheart that he had found 
their new hometown. 

"We felt comfortable here," 
said Kirchgatter, adding 
that she didn't accompany 
Richard during his first trip 
to Canton because their 
daughter was only three 
months old. 

As the years passed, 
Richard, who died in 2003, 
grew his practice and the 
couple had two more daugh­
ters. 

Smitten with the down­
town Plymouth area, 
Kirchgatter got involved with 
various local groups and then 
took an interest in the school 
district. 

She sat on the Plymouth 
school board for nine years 

Please see MOVING ON, A5 
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BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Elaine Kirchgatter is ready to leave the day-to-day grind of the treasurer's office and spend more time at 
home. 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Catch me if you can 
This small buck seemed to be flaunting the fact that hunting season is in full swing. 
It was wandering around the Charing Cross subdivision Thursday afternoon. Firearms 
deer season started yesterday and runs through the end of the month. There are no 
changes to hunting regulations in Canton from 2007. There is no hunting allowed in 
eastern Canton, and a couple small areas in northwestern Canton. In the majority of 
western Canton, hunting is restricted. A map detailing closed and restricted areas is 
at the clerk's office in the Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road. 

Holiday service wil 
dealing with grief issues cope 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Whether this will be your first holiday season without 
a loved one or your 14th, L. J. Griffin Funeral Home is 
inviting those coping with a loss to their annual holiday 
service. 

The service, which is designed to honor those who have 
passed as well as uplift their family members, will begin 
at 7 p.m. Thursday at Griffin's Canton chapel at 42600 
Ford Road. 

"We are here to show support and unity with all the 
things people internally go through while others around 
them are in a festive mood," owner David Griffin said. 

The event was created. 14 years ago and is open to all 
members of the community, whether or not they have 
used Griffin's services. The evening will include candle 
lighting and spiritual reflections by pastor Drexel E. 
Morton and the Rev. Jack Baker, a Catholic priest. 

Cathy Clough, the director of New Hope Center for 
Grief Support, will be on hand to address the following 
concerns: Why is it important to plan for the holidays? 
What are some ways others have handled the holidays to 
make more tolerable? What can you do about decorating, 

GRIFFIN FUNERAL HOME 14TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY SERVICE 

Time: 7-8:30 p.m. 
Date: Thursday 
Place: Griffin Funeral Home, 42600 Ford Road 
Details: (734) 981-1700 

sending holiday greetings and the many other activities 
that are a part of the holiday season? How can you make 
the holidays special for small children when you don't feel 
like celebrating? 

The service usually brings in 150-200 people each year, 
Griffin said. 

"The best thing is that we're not selling something, we 
are giving something back and we try to reach out to the 
entire community," he said. 

Those interested in attending are encouraged to call 
(734) 981-1700 to RSVR 

tlparks@hametownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 
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Holiday open house 

The 7th Annual Bartlett-
Travis Holiday Open House 
will take place Friday, Nov. 
21 and Saturday, Nov. 22. 
Located at 500 N. Ridge Road, 
just north of Cherry Hill Road, 
this classic farmhouse will be 
dressed for the holiday season. 

On Nov. 21 from 6-9 p.m., 
will feature hot cocoa and hol­
iday music featuring the Grace 
Notes Flute Ensemble. On 
Nov. 22, the house will be open 
for viewing from 5-8 p.m. 

There is no admission and 
all ages are welcome. For more 
information call (734) 394-
5460 or visit leisure.canton-
mi.org. 

commemoration 

November 19,2008 
marks the 145th anniver­
sary of Abraham Lincoln's 
"Gettysburg Address." The 
Canton Senior Center will 
mark the occasion with a spe­
cial lecture commemorating 
this historic event from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. in the Parkview 
Room of the Summit on 
the Park, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. 

The program will fea­
ture David Curtis, Canton 
Historical Society History 
an4J|esfarch/Committee \ ^ ; 
Chairperson, presenting infor­
mation; oil several Canton sol? 
diers who fought and died at 
Gettysburg in 1863. 

In addition, Curtis will 
discuss Canton Historical 
Society's Adbpt-A-Civil-War-
Soldier Project. The goal of 
this project is to raise enough 
funds to acquire the military 
and pension records of over 80 
soldiers who lived in Canton, 
before, during, and after the 
war who are buried in Canton. 
This project hopes to obtain 
and preserve as many records 
as possible of the early settlers 
in our community. 

For more information, con­
tact the Senior Center Front 
Desk at (734) 394-5484 or 
visit leisure.canton-mi.org. 

Canton Newcomers 
The Canton Newcomers 

will host their next monthly 
meeting at 7:15 p.m., Dec. 3 
at the Sunflower Clubhouse -, 
(45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center). The evening 
will include socializing, neigh­
bor introductions, sign ups for 
more than 20 interest group 
activities (playgroups, Bunco, 
Scrapbooking, Book Club, 
Men's Poker Night, Couples 
Social, and more), and a raffle 
that will benefit the Canton 
Goodfellows. 

There will also be a din­
ner hosted by Palermo's 
Restaurant as well as dessert 
by Back Home Bakery. For 
more information or to receive 
a complementary copy of the 
group's newsletter, please visit 
www.cantonnewcomers.org or 
call Melanie at (734) 207-3341. 

Canton business women 
The Canton Business & 

Professional Women will meet 
from 6-8:30 p.m., Monday, 
Dec. 8 at Rose's Restaurant, 
201N Canton Center Road 
(west side of Canton Center 
Road just north of Cherry 
Hill). The guest speaker will 
be Judy Ellis of First Step. The 
group will be presenting First 
Step with donations for its 
'wish list.' Attendees are asked 
to bring a gift. 

You must RSVP for this 
meeting by Friday, Dec. 5 to 

.Irene PsHi^bye^mailing Irene. 
;Psilis@ncmcxomor calling 
(734) 981-78ia.:,:v 

Goodfellows help 
Several local merchants 

are hosting fund-raisers for 
the Canton Goodfellows. 
Showroom of Elegance Fine 
Jewelry, 6018 Canton Center 
Road, is continuing its annual 
"Goodfellows No child without 
a Christmas" drive through 
Dec. 5. The store will tie col­
lecting canned goods and non 
perishable items and offer­
ing a chance to win a $600 
Visa card for bringing in your 
canned goods. 

"This is our way to 
help those children in the 
Plymouth-Canton school 
district that are in need and 
wouldn't otherwise have a 
Christmas or food while out 
of school on the holiday break. 

Artistic competition set for young people 
The application deadline for the Plymouth Canton 

Symphony Society's Youth Artist Competition is Tuesday, 
Jan. 20. The competition is scheduled to take place Sunday, 
Feb. 1, at Evola Music, 7170 N. Haggerty Road, Canton. 
Through the generosity of the Michigan Council for Arts 
& Cultural Affairs, Plymouth Optimists, the Rotary Club 
of Plymouth, the Rotary Club of Plymouth AM and the 
Kiwanis Club of Colonial Plymouth, the Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Society recognizes young orchestral talent from 
greater Plymouth-Canton and surrounding communities. 
The competition is composed of three divisions: SENIOR 
INSTRUMENTAL (grades 10-12), SENIOR PIANO (grades 
10-12), and JUNIOR COMBINED (grades seven-nine). 
Applicants must be piano, band or orchestra students resid­
ing in one of the following school districts: Clarenceville, 
Livonia, Northville, Novi, Plymouth-Canton, Van Buren 
(Belleville) or Wayne-Westland. The distribution of scholar­
ship funds for the first place winners in each division is as 
follows: Senior Instrumental - $500, Senior Piano - $500, 
and Junior Combined - $250. If applicable, honorable 
mentions will also be acknowledged. Applications are avail­
able through the Plymouth Canton Symphony Society. For 
an application and/or further information, please contact 
Jane Libbing at (734) 451-2112 or by e-mail at jane@plym-
outhsymphony.org. Applications are also available on the 
Plymouth.Symphony Web site at www.plymouthsymphony. 
o r g . . • • ? " • ' - • . • • ' 

Our need is great this year 
with over 600 children to 
provide for. We rieed so much 
help. Please join us in this mis­
sion," said Linda Robin, owner 

of the jewelry story. For more 
information, contact the store 
at (734) 207-1906 or e-mail 
lindarobinl@ameritech.net. 

Also, Indigo Salon and 

Day Spa, located in Canton's 
Cherry Hill Village, will be 
holding a Canton Goodfellow's 
Gifts For Kids Charity Day on 
Sunday Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. 
to 7 P-m. Indigo will be open 
for business with a full service 
menu (reservations requested) 
and 100 percent of the money 
from services rendered will go 
towards the Gpodfellows goal 
of providing Christmas gifts to 
600 less fortunate children in 
the Canton area. In addition, 
Indigo will be; matching. 50 
percent of the total retail sales 
for the day. 

To make a reservation, visit 
www.indigosalonanddayspa. 
com to view the full service 
menu and price lists. Contact 
Indigo at (734) 961-3245. 

Holiday crafts ensemble 
The Plymouth-Canton 

Marching Band hosts its 
annual Holiday Arts & Crafts 
Ensemble, a holiday fund-rais­
ing event for music programs, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
22, at Plymouth High School, 
8400 Beck, in Canton. 

The event is a juried art 
and craft exhibition hosted by 
the Plymouth-Canton Music 
Boosters. Exhibitors include" 
makers of handcrafted jewelry, 
holiday gifts, floral arrange­
ments, purses, wood crafts, 
glass works, clothing & linens, 
paintings, painted glass orna­
ments, and more. liri addition 
to more than 90 exhibits, 
there will be food, baked 
goods, a raffle, and entertain­
ment by local musicians and 
artists throughout the day. 
Admission is $2. 

Proceeds from the event go 
toward the music programs 
at the Plymouth Canton 
Educational Park, many of 
which are funded by the non­
profit parent booster organiza­
tion. This year in particular, 
the boosters are working to 
raise enough funds to replace 
the 40-year-old semi-trailer 
used by the Plymouth-Canton 
Marching Band to transport 
all the large band instruments 
to many competitions and 
events. 

For more information, call 
(734) 455-0714. 

Civil War Round Table 

The Abraham Lincoln Civil 
War Round Table will host 
Mark Hoffman, author of , 
"My Brave Mechanics; The 
First Michigan Endiieers and 
Their Civil War" wMeM&ill be 
the topic of his presentation.' 
The meeting will be held at 
8 p.m. on Thursday Nov. 20 
at Plymouth Township Hall, ' 
9955 N. Haggerty Road just 
north of Ann Arbor Road. The 
public is welcome, admission 
is free. For more information 
call (734) 451-7998. 

Nutcracker ballet 
More than 70 dancers 

from Canton-based Bunny 
Sanford's School of Dance will 
perform the Nutcracker ballet 
live on stage on Saturday, Dec. 
13 at Livonia Stevenson High 
School. There will be two per­
formances, at 11:30 a.m. and 
2 p.m. Tickets are available 
for $5. 

The production features 
original choreography and , ; 

costumes from the Nutcracker 
Ballet that formerly appeared 
at the Fox Theatre and Detroit 
Opera House. The produc­
tion features Clara and the 
Nutcracker Doll, the whirling 
Waltz of the Snowflakes, high-
jumping Russians and much 
more, yet the performance 
length has been shortened 
just enough to accommodate 
younger ballet buffs. 

Tickets are available at 
the door or by calling Bunny' 
Sanford's School of Dance at; 
(734) 464-7440. 

Special holiday market 
The Canton Holiday 

Marketplace will take place 
on Nov. 21 (5-9 pan;) arid Nov. 
22 (4-8 p.m.) at the Cherry 
Hill School, located at50440 
Cherry Hill Road. The Holiday 
Market will feature locally ': 
grown farm products? arts, and 
crafts by area artisans and 
unique holiday gifts. Available 
merchandise will incBde jew­
elry, candles, aprons^wankets, 
T-shirts, handbags, wall deeor, 
hand-painted furniture, pho­
tographs, ornaments, baby 
items, hair accessories, baked 
goods, honey, jams, and more. 

FREE DESIGN* &. COST 
'with all qualifying projects - ask if your project qualifies -
' - • • -'SSBN.MISSEreetVPli/mQum.Michigan 4^170 

D.J.MALTESE 

www,d|maites^.com 

TODAY! 
Appetizers • Crafts • Fun! 

Accepting children 6 weeks to 12 years old 
Canton's Best Childcare Secret • Serving Canton for over SO years 

Family Owned and Operated • High Quality Programs 
Highly Educated Staff* Reasonable Rates • Tours anytime 

Enroll your child 
during our 

1 _ ' „ C ,1 ', !„ ' £>^~ 

and receive 

New families only please j 
With this coupon * Good Nov 16, 2008 only j 

Enroll your child j 
during the i 

and receive ! 
t \ t 

New families only please 
With tkts coupon * Good thru Nov 2008 only 
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BEGINNERS INN 

v 11 a> C A R E AND LEARNING CENTER . 

7505 N. Canton Center Road 

Warren 

www.beginnersinn.com 

Wedding % CefeSration Creations 
<Ffcwers1 gifts 

•messim&s®. mBg&mtzmmmmsts. 

Not your ordinary florist! 
Unique Gifts 
Seasonal & Year Round Home Decor 
Basket/Container Exchanges 
Centerpiece of the Month Program 
Craft of the Month Program 
Classes (floral design/crafts/home decor) 
House Plant Doctor 
Monthly Drawings for Free Centerpiece 
Create Your Own Centerpiece or Basket 
(with a little help from us!) 

Flowers for all occasions 
Weddings 
Anniversaries 
Birthdays 
Funerals 
Graduations 
Corporate Events 

10% OFF 
Entire Purchase 

A Holiday 
Centerpiece 

6UUU Mwldon Road (just off Ford Road) Canton, MI 48187 
Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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Online votes could lead to Pioneer prize 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Students at Pioneer Middle 
School and Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park are soliciting 
your help for a chance to win 
$25,000 for their schools. 

Eighth-graders from Jason 
Kaye's media production 
class, with the help of Janet 
Sutherland's high school video 
production class, recently wrote 
and produced a 90-second 

video to promote a new product 
line by Sara Lee Fresh Bakery. 
The online contest could net 
the cash prize and a visit by 
actors from Walt Disney's "High 
School Musical 3: Senior Year." 

T h e student production 
group is appealing to friends 
and family for support," said 
Kaye. "Besides having a panel 
of professionals judge the 
commercial video entries, the 
contest also has a public voting 
component. 

Director Michael Horgan offered advice to videoqraphers Robert Luther and 
Kenny Carter during the commercial shoot. 

; pv*t- :±^:-i£&&-x£Biaiz&&rzti?^& 

» Kids 
• under 12 eat 

FREE! 

Drive-Thru open at 7 am 
...for Early Morning 

Burgers or 
Breakfast! 

SPINAL STENOSIS 
. SPINAL DKQMPRESSiQN 

call 1-800-469-361B <24-hour recorded message) 
or go to www.mldlschtemlatlon.c6m 
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BRAY'S Hamburgers 
35650 Ford Road • 2 Blocks w. of Wayne Road Sl§---*3 

Having difficulty managing your day to day life? Or 
are you feeling like you are struggling to cope with 
more serious issues? If the answer is yes to either of 
these questions, I can help you! I am a licensed 
therapist with experience working with children, 
adolescents and adults. I specialize in following areas: 

• Family Conflict 

• High Risk Behaviors 

Sexual Abuse • Child Behavioral Issues 

Call me today to make an appointment! 

Etana M Gottfried, LMSW, ACSW 
I accept most major insurance plans. 

Located in the office of Dr. Lawrence J. Lipnik, MD, Internal Medicine 

huHith RtMtl * Uvoniti * (I'M) 

: HanaM.GolIftied.LMSW, ACSW 
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J&yrjrtfj, Cooler, & fijicr-iikai 
Serving the entire metropolitan area. 

North Woodward: Detroit 

East: Downriver: West 

We carry ALL premium name 
brand equipment so 

that we can mem 
yam needs 

1WA 3J3SH5£ML 

• Service changes & upgrades 
• Outlets added • Generators 

- Installation of fixtures, ceiling fans, etc. 
• Wiring of hot water heaters, appliances, 

hot tubs & more 
• Interior & exterior work 

1 SAVE$30.00...tfOWONtV: 

Wtt8rfs«f-Nj>t , * l M « S » f i S - « . f - * 
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Chef Mike, with 1B years of experience 
specializing in Lebanese Cuisine. 
Invites you to sample his varied menu: 

• Appetizers • Soups & 5alads 
• Sandwiches • Seafood Entrees 
• Chicken, Beef or Lamb Entrees 
• Traditional Lebanese Entrees 
• Raw Juices & Fresh Smoothies 
• Kid's menu • Desserts 

MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE 

I t ' 

3 7 2 4 0 Five Mile • Livonia 
N.E Carner of 5 Mfie & Newburgh 

734-779-0000 
Fax: 734-773-0050 

Open Monday-Sunday lOam-tlpm 

Catering for all occasions 

EJJJ^ITJIJJ 
Lumn IJJDJJ5 
Ujjju=!r JPJzjis 

marinated and char ( ^ _ » _ * r I r t 
chops with your choice «J 1^1 I *" I"* I 
s and soup or salad. *r —• —J * * * 

Four Tender marinated and char 
broiled lamb 
of rice or hies 

»s V : ^ " ^ * . ' *•_£. -'***' 

Fisher 
Funeral 
Home 

( renutt mi 

AffurJMe Alt* 

i?.i<ru' Cremation 
ii i i i lve o t 

"I li vS # 
s605 

_, -~- Jar Memorial Servient 

Trad i t iona l Service 
w i i n Cremat ion 

^ ' * * **"^ JaLaik viewing 
ft airvce 2195 

Affordabhif'aafifonaifunerah 
iauoreafor^my budget 

24501 Five Mil* Road • Record 

313-535-3030 
wwwnshertuneraiacacronî .on com 

The voting counts for 10 per­
cent of the overall score, which 
will be factored into the judges' 
scores." 

Voting at www.thejoyofeat-
ing.com continues through Nov. 
21. Click on the "High School 
Musical 3" link, enter the video 
contest area and vote for "Lunch 
Time Joy." 

During the three-week proj­
ect, Pioneer students wrote the 
storyboard and acted in the 
video. High school production 

n j Z v A 

students wrote the music and 
performed the technical work, , 
which included the camera, 
lights and sound. 

The director for the project 
was Michael Horgan, an alumni 
of both Pioneer and P-CEP, who 
directed a full cafeteria scene 
comprised of 200 extras, a cho­
reographed celebratory dance 
sequence and a main charac­
ter with enough charisma to 
encourage his peers to join "the 
whole grain bread revolution." 

U 1°. 
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• federal and State Taxes 
• Income and Payroll Taxes 
• IRS Settlement Offers-ln-Compromise 
• IRS & State Installment Payment Plans 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 

29701 Six Mile Rood, Suite 120 
Livonia, Ml 48152 E C W S K Y , PC 
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VETERINARY HOSPITAL 

WALK-IN 

WED.&THURS.1-5pm 
VaGCinatlsn Packages starting at s29 JO 
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Free Office Visit for any First Time Client 
Spay/Neuter, Dental Cleaning Free 

Declaw Surgery from $ 159 Heartworm 
15% off 

(minimum $20 savings) 

Hours: Mon - Fri 9:30 - 7:00 pm • Saturday 9:30 - 5:00 pm • Sunday noon - 400 pm 

11655 Farmlngton Road (lust N. of Plymouth Rd.) 

(includes general 
anesthesia, cleaning & 

polishing) 

Test 
wr&iEanVPrdtecftjrt 

Welcomes Zahava as the newest addition to their staff, 
specializing in women's cuts and color. 

JJ.r- ika^iita 
Senior Citizens 
& Chiltten under 12...... 

Adults 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • uu f . 

••••••••BHBBanmaJ nn 
W^>}>. -, 27309 Five Mile * East of Inkster • Bedford 
>** ~ Hours: Mon. 10-5; Tues.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-4 

(313)538-3554 
OE0863147r 

.n 

r 
13-month CD 

4.25* 
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Davenport enrolls 900 
students at Livonia location 

Davenport University's new location in 
Livonia has attracted a near-capacity fall 
enrollment of about 900 students. 

"We are thrilled by how this community 
has embraced Davenport University and that 
we are meeting a demand for higher educa­
tion in a growing and dynamic area of the 
state," said university Provost David Fleming. 
"Our convenient location, flexible class 
schedules and career curriculum are resonat­
ing with students who want to prepare for 
many of our state's most in-demand careers." 

The 40,000-square-foot facility with 26 
classrooms, several computer labs and a 
library on three floors, opened for its first 
semester on Sept. 3 at 19499 Victor Parkway. 
Prior to construction of the building, 
Davenport University did not have a location 
in the area and was not well known in the 
community. 

"Now that we have a new building highly 
visible from 1-275 and an enrollment of hun­
dreds of students, we look forward to becom­
ing an asset to this community and known 
for bachelor's and master's degrees that pre­
pare students for today's knowledge careers," 
Fleming said. 

Bachelor's and master's degree programs 
are offered at DU Livonia days, evenings, 

• • • • • * * * * 

Davenport's Livonia campus has a three-story 
building with 26 classrooms and covers 40,000 
square feet. 

weekends and online to accommodate tra­
ditional-age students and adult learners. 
The new location will also be the site of the 
university's first executive M.B.A. program 
beginning winter term. Other programs 
include accounting, finance, human resourc­
es management, marketing, computer gam­
ing and technology, computer networking, 
network security, and a master of science in 
information assurance. 

Parksi.de DENTALTEAM 
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I was unhappy with my smile for years. I had braces when I was 
younger, but it wasn't long before my teeth shifted back. I was tired 
of hiding my smile, so I decided to look into cosmetic dentistry. 

1 went to other dentists, but none of them gave me the care 
that t deserved. I was relieved when I found Parkside Dental Team. 
The staff is so friendly and the doctors are experienced and 
professional. 

When I met with Dr. Cohen, he was confident that he could 
give me the results that I was looking for. I received four porcelain 
veneers on my front teeth and couldn't be happier with the 
outcome. Now I love showing off my beautiful smile! 

i recommend Parkside Dental Team to all my family and friends 
and my mom is going to have her teeth whitened at the Zoom 
Room Tooth Whitening Center very soon. If you're considering 
cosmetic dentistry, don't wait another minute! Schedule a free 
consultation at Parkside Dental Team today. It's totally worth it! 

" # ? * VISIT OUR NEW WESTLAND OFFICE! 
•" *^ *»^\ , 36444 W. Warren Avenue 

(734)261-6060 
; www.parksidedentalteam.com 1 
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Family & Cosmetic Dentistry • Evening & Weekend Appointments • Se habla Espanol 
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A smart plan starts by 
knowing your Medicare options. 
Keeping track of Medicare benefits and your options 
to use them can be confusing. What health care services 
are covered? When are you eligible? What's the cost? 
Where can you receive treatment? 

As an experienced provider of skilled nursing and 
rehabilitation care, we can help you make sense of your 
Medicare benefits from square one. And it's likely we 
can offer the services you need following a hospital stay. 

We'll gladly answer your questions about Medicare 
coverage and the services we provide. Start by calling 
and asking for our free brochure, " Capture Your Benefits 
From Medicare" 

• J * 

Heartland Health Care Center 

734-975-2600 

Heartland Health Care Center 
734-394-3100 

Marvin & Betty Danto Health 

248-788-5300 

Heartland Health Care Center 
248-645-2900 

Heartland Health Care Center 

586-778-0800 

Heartland Health Care Center 

734-455-0510 

Heartland Health Care Center 
248-729-4400 

Heartland Health Care Center 
248-661-1700 

Heartland Health Care Center 
313-386-2150 

-Ann Arbor 

— Canton 

Care Center 

— Georgian Bfoomfield 

— Georgian East 

— Plymouth Court 

— Oakland 

-West Bloomfield 

-Allen Park 

_** 

Heartland Health Care Center - Dearborn Heights 
313-274-4600 * 

Heartland Health Care Center — Dorvin 

248-476-0555 

Heartland Health Care Center— University 
734-427-8270 

Heartland^ 
Health Care Center hcr-manorcare. com 

Harry Belafonte keynotes 
ACLU of Michigan dinner 

Singer/activist Harry 
Belafonte will be the keynote 
speaker at the American Civil 
Liberties of Michigan Annual 
Dinner Saturday, Nov. 22, at the 
Hyatt Regency in Dearborn. 

"It is truly an honor to have 
such a committed advocate for 
social justice addressing our 
supporters after this historic 
election " said Kary L. Moss, 
ACLU of Michigan executive 
director. "Mr. Belafonte is not 
only a consummate entertainer, 
he is a man who has dedicated 
himself to the rights and liber­
ties that we so cherish in this 
country." 

Belafonte has been an activ­
ist his entire life. He was a 
leader during the marches in 
Selma and Montgomery, Ala., 
as well as the Freedom March 
in Washington, D.C. in 1963, 
he has continued to be an 
activist. In 2005, he founded 
"the Gathering for Justice" to 
address the plight of children 
in the criminal justice system 

A J £ 

and to pass 
the torch from 
the elders of 
the civil rights 
movement to 
the next genera­
tion of prepared 
young leaders. 
In 2001, he 

Belafonte and his former 
wife set up the 
Harry and Julie 

Belafonte Fund for HIV/AIDS. 
In addition, he has had a career 
as a recording artist, concert 
singer, movie, Broadway and 
television star, as well as a pro­
ducer. He has received a Tony, 
four Grammys (including a 
lifetime achievement award) 
and the first ever Emmy for an 
African American. He has been 
a UNICEF goodwill ambas­
sador for 20 years and received 
accolades for work in Africa and 
the civil rights movement. 

During the event, the ACLU 
of Michigan will honor Attorney 
David Moran and The Arcus 

Foundation. 
Founded by Jon Stryker, 

Arcus focuses its philanthropy 
in Michigan on advancing social 
justice that is inclusive of sexual 
orientation, gender identity 
and race and recently added 
two priority areas: Religion & 
Values and the Michigan Racial 
& Economic Justice Initiative, 
which fights poverty and racial 
injustice in Michigan. 

Co-honoree David Moran 
has been a cooperating attorney 
with the ACLU of Michigan for 
many years and represented the 
organization in three' criminal 
cases before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. He worked as a criminal 
appellate defense attorney at 
the State Appellate Defenders 
Office for over ten years and 
then began teaching law at 
Wayne State University. This 
year, he joined the law faculty 
at the University of Michigan 
where he founded an Innocence 
Project. 

The College of Education at Madonna University University is scheduled for a Spring, 
2009 accreditation review by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE). Federal regulations require that accrediting agencies allow for 
public comment on the qualifications of institutions or programs under consideration for 
first accreditation or continuing accreditation. 

NCATE and Madonna University recognize that graduates, parents, schools, and 
community organizations have valuable perspectives on the quality of the programs 
that prepare teachers and other school personnel. We invite interested parties to 
submit written testimony on the Madonna University College of Education to: 

Board of Examiners NCATE 2010 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 500 Washington, 
DC 20036-1023 or by email to callforcomments@ncate.org 

Comments must'address substantive matters related to the quality of professional 
education programs offered at Madonna University, and should specify the 
respondent's relationship, if any, to the institution {i.e., graduate, present or former 
faculty member, employer of graduates). Copies of all correspondence received will be 
sent to Madonna University for comment prior to the review. No anonymous testimony 
will be considered. 

Letters of comment should be received no later than Sunday, December 31, 2008. 
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Still playing guessing games 
with your bra size? 
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principal eager to help teens learn 
CANTON CINEMA 

BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

David Ingham's new role 
as principal at Westland 
John Glenn High School 
suits him just fine. 

"Good," the first-year 
principal said of the new 
school year. "Kind of recon­
necting with the staff and 
the kids." He'd been an 
assistant principal at Glenn 
up to six years ago when he 
became principal at Adams 
Middle School, also in the. 
Wayne-Westland district. 
He served for five years 
at Adams prior to being 
tapped for Glenn. 

"It's busy," Ingham said 
of Glenn. "It's busier than 
the middle school. We just 
got done with the fall sports 
season. Being in a large high 
school there's always some­
thing going on." 

Winter sports will start 
right after Thanksgiving, 
including boys and girls bas­
ketball. "We have a new gym. 
That's helped out a lot," he 
said. 

Ingham, who lives in Howell 
with his wife and lOth-grader 
son, did his undergradu­
ate work at the University 
of Connecticut. "I grew up 
in New England." Graduate 
school was at Marymount 

University in Alexandria, 
Va., and Central Michigan 
University in Mount Pleasant, 
where he earned a master's 
degree from each. 

Ingham has several goals for 
his first year at Glenn, includ­
ing making connections with 
the community. That brought 
him to a recent Westland 
Rotary lunch as a guest at the 
Wayne-Westland Salvation 
Army. 

Ingham and his colleagues 
also hope to refocus energy 
on student achievement. "We 
felt our scores were too low," 
he said of helping Glenn stu­
dents succeed and face bright 
futures. 

He's an avid reader: "I 
read and research all the 
time." Ingham also enjoys 
hunting and fishing. 

"Any free time I am usu­
ally outside," he said. 

Greg Baracy, Wayne-
Westland school superin­
tendent, is glad Ingham's 
on the job. "I think Dave 
is an excellent fit for John 
Glenn High School," said 
Baracy, citing Ingham's 
experience as a Glenn assis­
tant principal and later at 
Adams. 

Ingham turned around 
Adams academically, 
Baracy said. "His forte is 
high school," Baracy added, 

citing the principal's per­
sonality and background in 
curriculum and leadership. 

FROM PAGE A1 

and chuckles recalling the times she drove 
down Beck Road terrified during the win­
ter months. 

"Back then, there were very few homes 
between Joy and Gyde roads and the wind 
would whip my car around," she said. "I 
would wonder if I was going to get home." 

As a member of the township board, 
Kirchgatter has viewed herself as an inde­
pendent voice and said she remembers' 
when Meijer's arrival to Ford Road was 
met with excitement and believes expan­
sion and commercial development was 
inevitable for the former farming com­
munity. 

"Growth was going to keep happening 
in Canton, but I wanted it to be controlled 
growth," she said, adding that she found 
pleasure in balancing her duties in the 
treasurer's office with being on the board. 
"It used to be an exciting, interesting and 
rewarding challenge." 

Soon after taking over the treasurer's 
office, Kirchgatter said the technology 
boom was ushered in. 

"There have been big changes to the way 
we do business," she said. 

And when asked about the highlight of 
her time as treasurer, Kirchgatter points to 
the hiring of Bruce Malinczak, assistant/ 
deputy treasurer. 

"He has provided a positive influence to 
the whole township," she said. 

Malinczak said the department will miss 
Kirchgatter. 

"She has been a huge support to me and 
she has been a great person to work with," 
he said. 

Saying that she has tried to be fair 
and consistent with her 10-person staff, 
Kirchgatter said she has viewed the trea­
surer's office as a unit. 

"I consider us a team so I don't liked to 
be introduced as the boss," she said. "I may 
be the captain, but we're a team." 

Longtime Trustee Melissa McLaughlin 
will take over the treasurer duties begin­
ning Thursday. 

Advocate's in 'People' magazine 
BY REBECCA JONES 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Livonian Laura Jackson will be 
featured in an upcoming issue of 
People magazine. 

The 19-year-old, an advocate for 
stem cell research, was featured 
in statewide commercials pushing 
for yes votes on Proposal 2. Voters 
approved the measure earlier this 
month. 

When People magazine called, 
she said, "I was really excited." 

People wanted to hear her story. 
Jackson was paralyzed in 2003 
when she suffered an accident try­
ing to perform a stunt during cheer-
leading tryouts. 

She was interviewed for an article 
about being safe during sports, she 
said, and "to show people you can 
still have a life after paralysis." 

The issue will hit the newsstands 
in a few weeks. 

Jackson graduated from 
Stevenson High School in 2007 
and is now a student at Schoolcraft 
College. She hopes to transfer to 
Madonna University to study inter­
national business or marketing. 

She has also testified before the 
state Legislature, saying she has 
experienced benefits from a stem 
cell surgery in China, and appeared 
at a fund-raiser for MichiganCure, 
the group backing Proposal 2, 
where she met former President Bill 
Clinton. 

She said before associating her 
name with Proposal 2 she learned 
everything about it to make sure it 
was something she believed in. 

She said she doesn't mind the 
attention. 

"It's a cause I believe in. I will do 
anything I can to get the word out," 
Jackson said. 

rrjortes@rtomeiownlife.com | (734) 953-2054 . 

SHOWTIMES11/14-11/20 QNopasses 

MET-D0CT0R ATOMtCEJICORE - , 
WEDNESDAY 11/19 7:fi0 RM . 

O MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA (PG) 
11:00,12:00,1:10,2:10, 3:20, 4:S0, 5:30, 

6:30, 7:40, 8:40, 9:50 
FRI/SATLS 11:00 

O ROLE MODELS (R) 
12:30,2:45,5:00,7:15,9:35 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 

O SOUL MEN (R) 

12:10. 2:30, 4;50, 7:05, 9:30 

FRI/SATLS 11:50 

ZACKANDM1RI R: 

FRI-TUE/TH 12:25, 2:40, 4:55,7:10, 9:25 

FRI/SATLS 11:40 

WED 12:25, 2:40 

CHANGELING (R) 

12:55,3:50,6:45,9:40 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3(G) 

11:40,2:05,4:30,6:55,9:20 
FRI/SATLS 11:45 
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with $3.25 purchase 
oJ 4607. bag of buttery popco n 
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Dignified 
Funeral Packages 

?3499 
Direct Cremation 

$675 
NO Hidden Fees 
Call for Details 

Memorial Movie! 
New, comfortable facility with 3 lounges...2 for the Kids with Xbox gaming and computer Internet access 

Live, world-wide webcasting and a "Celebration of Life" video included with every funeral service 

•Juneral Jiome ana Kjremalion Services 

Visit us on the web: www.riskoferguson.com oeoaesew «*« la | 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
NOTICE OF BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

NOVEMBER 25,2008 

The Charter Township of Plymouth Board of Trustees will hold a 
public hearing on the proposed township budget for the fiscal year 
of 2009 at the Charter Township of Plymouth offices located at • 
9955 N Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 48170 on November 25, 2008 
at 7:00 PM. 

A copy of the budget is available for public inspection at the 
Charter Township of Plymouth, Clerks Office, 9955 N Haggerty 
Road, Plymouth, MI 48170 during normal business hours 8:00 am 
to 4:30 pm 

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to 
support the proposed budget will be a subject of this 
hearing. 

Publish Novefliber 16,2008 
OE0B6323S1 - M 

Design* Hale* - Installation 
'L-^\ 

A: KBCV^ ___ 
Drawing 12/1/08 ~~ 

Quality Construction Since 1989 
Additions - Basements - Kitchens 

Bathrooms ~ Wet Bars ~ Offices 
Laundry Rooms - Garages 
Roofing - Siding - Concrete 

Insurance Repair 

Licensed & Insured 

,'ATKXNS 

440 N. Lafavette, South Lyon www.seghi.net 

15 GUM DISEASE 
LINKED TO CANCER? 
Gum disease may raise the. 

risk of developing cancer. This 
finding is based on a long-' 
running study in which male 
health professionals with a history 
of gum disease were found to 
have a 14 percent higher overall 
risk of developing cancer. After 
controlling of smoking .and other 
risk factors, periodontal disease 
was found to be significantly 
associated with an increased risk 
of lung, kidney, pancreatic, and 
hematological (blood) cancers. 
This higher overall risk was even 
detected in men who had never 
smoked. Researchers point out 
that people with gum disease 
have inflammation in their 
blood, and inflammation has 
been linked with cancer. It is also 
possible that whatever causes 
the Inflammation may also 
cause gum disease and cancer. 

Your total health is always our 
concern, which is why we take 
the time to advise- you 'on 
preventive care, That's also why 
all new patient exams are so 
thorough, so we can establish a 
baseline against which we can 
measure your future dental 
profile and progress. And regular 
professional checkups make it 
possible to watch for developing 
concerns and address them 
while they are still small, before 
they can turn into something 
more serious. For an 
appointment for advanced, 
gentle dental care, please call 
US at 734-453-9413, 496 W. Ann 
Arbor Trail, Ste. 201, Plymouth. 

RS. Whether or not maintaining 
good oral hygiene can help 
prevent cancer, preventing and 
treating periodontal (gum) 
disease is a good end in itself. 

OUR STAND 

EVERYONE COULD USE 
A QUARTER BACK. 

($100 OFF YOUR DEDUCTIBLE WOULD BE EVEN BETTER.) 

GET NEW DEDUCTIBLE REWARDS TODAY. $100 off your 

deductible for every year of safe driving. It's part of new Allstate 

Your Choice Auto insurance. Are you in Good Hands®? 

(734)525-9610 

Cheryl Bowker Agency 
31221 Five Mile Road 
Livonia 
cherylbowker@allstate.com 

Serving the community for over 25 years 
/instate. 

You're in good hands.' 

Feature is optional and subject to terms and conditions. Available in select states now and in most states by 1/31/06 (subject to regulatory 
approval where required).Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:rrjortes@rtomeiownlife.com
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mailto:cherylbowker@allstate.com
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Salvation 
annual 

BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth Salvation 
Army Corps kicks off its big­
gest fund-raiser, the annual 
Red Kettle bell-ringing cam­
paign, Monday morning with a 
goal of reaching $235,000. 

That's nearly $30,000 
higher than the $206,000 me 
campaign took in a year ago, 
but Salvation Army officials 
are hopeful, despite the lag­
ging economy, they can reach 
that amount. 

"When times are tough 
people give from their hearts, 
they're very generous," said 
Teresa Moriarty, the Salvation 
Army's volunteer coordinator. 
"With the economy the way it 
is, and the need growing des­
perately, there's an awareness 
out there in the community 
that people are struggling. I 
feel very confident we're going 
to reach that goal, with the 
grace of God." 

Moriarty said the Salvation 
Army will have some 20 
locations scattered through 
their service area (Plymouth, 
Canton, Northville and 
Belleville), including a brand 
new kettle spot at the J.C. 
Penney on Ford Road in 
Canton. 

While there are plenty of 
locations, what the Salvation 
Army really needs are bell 

See related story, A7. 

ringers. Moriarty said she's -, 
got plenty for most weekends, 
but is in great need of volun­
teer bell ringers for weekdays, 
including this week. 

"We desperately need people 
who wish to volunteer during 
the week, especially next week, 
since it's our first week and 
we're kind of light on volun­
teers," she said. 

Anyone interested in vol­
unteering can do it one of two 
ways: online at www.ringbells. 
org, where volunteers can 
pick their dates, times and 
locations; or they can call the 
Salvation Army directly at 
(734) 453-5464. 

"Some people are just com­
fortable working with comput­
ers, and (registration) is very 
computer friendly," Moriarty 
said. "If you're not, just call 
me." 

In addition to the standard 
red kettles, Moriarty said 
she's going to spread about 
20 "counter kettles" at willing 
business locations around the 
area. 

One major push for the cam­
paign will come Nov. 27, when 
the Plymouth community 
welcomes Santa on his annual 
visit. Bell ringers will be pres­
ent in Kellogg Park, dressed in 
traditional cape and cap/bon­

net, with the Salvation Army's 
brass ensemble also playing. 
It's all designed to make a 
success out of the Salvation 
Army's biggest fund-raiser of 
the year. Moriarty said those 
who can't donate cash can still 
help. 

"Ringing the bell is how we 
generate the funds that stay 
right here in this community," 
she said. "If you can't donate 
money, donate your time. 
Money isn't everything." 

The theme of this year's Red 
Kettle campaign is "Doing the 
Most Good," which officials 
hope will raise awareness of 
the many different services 
and programs the Salvation 
Army uses to do their part to 
help their community. 

"We continually see 
increased demand for our 
services and the annual Red 
Kettle Campaign is a major 
reason why we are able to 
provide assistance to those 
in need," said Maj. Norman 
Marshall, divisional com­
mander of The Salvation Army 
of Metro-Detroit. "It is our 
mission to do the most good 
with the community's contri­
butions by offering hope with 
rehabilitation, providing food 
for the hungry, clothing and 
shelter to the homeless and 
opportunities for underprivi­
leged children." 

Copper thieves 
The vice president of the homeowner's 

association for Savannah Pointe has reported 
to police that someone stole copper piping 
from the subdivision's sprinkler system. 

The man said the association learned of the 
theft when they attempted to get the system 
serviced. He also told officers that the last 
time he knew of the system being intact was 
in early October. 

In addition to the piping, the thief also took 
other copper items related to the system. The 
damage is estimated at $400-$500. 

There are no suspects. 

Not so neighborly 
After a Canton woman reported that she 

suspected him of breaking into her home, a 
33-year-old township man was arrested Nov. 
3 on an outstanding warrant. 

The woman told officers that she believed 
the man entered her trailer on the 41000 
block of Old Michigan Avenue and took some 
money and prescription drugs that were 
inside an enclosed end table. 

The woman said the man had been in her 
home before and was aware of the location 
where she kept those items. Police also inter­
viewed another man who reported seeing the 
33-year-old exit the woman's trailer. 

Officers then went to the township man's 
trailer and he denied stealing from the 
woman and said he had been at work. Upon 
running his name through the system, it was 

discovered that he had a parole violation war­
rant out of Lansing and he was arrested and 
taken to the Canton Police Department. 

Not so neighborly, part II 
Police were recently called to a township 

residence after a Canton woman said that her 
neighbor threatened her. 

The woman said she was preparing to go 
to bed Nov. 2 when her neighbor, an elderly 
man, began yelling at her. 

Upon opening her window and asking if 
he was addressing her, the woman said the 
man began to yell louder and she asked him 
to quiet down. The man then said something 
about her calling the police because there 
would be a homicide. 

The woman told officers she wasn't sure 
of the man's exact comment but wanted the 
incident documented. 

Traffic warrants . 
A 36-year-old Canton woman was arrested 

for two traffic warrants Nov. 3 at the Motel 6 
on Ford Road. 

With an initial bond of $330, the woman's 
first bench warrant was for contempt of court 
stemming from a charge of driving while 
unlicensed. The second charge, which had 
a bond of $650, was for driving with a sus­
pended license. 

- By Tiffany L Parks 
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Are you stuck in a low interest rate GD, IRA or Annuity? 

Are you losing money 
with the ups and downs of the stock market? 

IT May be Time To Rescue Your 
Current Savings Plan. 

Discover ways to earn more 
without risk. 

Peace qfmind.,.Your money will nexier decrease again! 
Call for ouri^i^infoniiation kit: ; -'-,?, 

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPT. 
734 354-3232 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 

Notice is hereby given that on 11/21/08 at 10:00 a.m.at Mayflower 
Auto Transport, 1179 Starkweather, Plymouth, Ml 48170, a public 
auction of the following: 

1944 
1978 
1882 
1996 
1993 
1995 
2000 
2004 
2001 

Ford 
Ford 
Ford 

Jeep 
Cadillac 
Honda 
Ford 
Dodge 

Ecort 
Bronco " 
Explorer 
4D 
Cherokee 
SLS 
Civic 
Taurus 
Intrepid 

3FARP15J8RR105494 
V15HLBC6488 
1FMDU34XXNVD35552 
1B3EJ4GX8TN129594 
1J4FJ68SXTL262878 
1G6KS527XSU831247 
2HGEJ6619YH550585 
1FAFP53274G181360 
2B3HD46R11H671826 
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Announcing! 
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that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 
heart rate, while toning and'tightening your 

entire core. You'll be swept away while 
getting a 360° total core workout. 

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios. 

Call today and schedule your first session.. 

Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! 
Pay only for t he sessions y o u use! Call n o w t o schedule your FREE in t roductory w o r k o u t ! 

Drop-Ins Welcome • Start Anytime 
Call For Class Schedules 
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v*. 
Franchisee! Dance Studios 

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 
Northville 

(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 

248.349.1133 

1926 South Telegraph Rd. 
Bloom field 

(next to Carl's Golfland) 

248.338,6390 
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IHERMA TPU 
sag six* MTSM w> $ » mm*® m 

• Professional installation by our own employees 
• Visit our newly remodeled showroom with the 

iatest Andersen &Therma-Tru products 
• We service all Andersen products 
• Let us help with 6 months same as cash financing* 

'Financing terms hid conditions set ty American General Financing 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.ringbells


www.hometownlife.com 
Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 16,2008 (*) A7 

Rockettes kick off Salvation 
yule drive at Laurel Park in 

BY JULIE BROWN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Maj. John Turner of the 
Salvation Army and his wife 
saw the Rockettes of Radio 
City Music Hall fame perform 
in Branson, Mo., when the 
couple traveled for their 25th 
wedding anniversary. 

They really enjoyed the show, 
and Turner, general secre­
tary for the Salvation Army's 
Eastern Michigan Division, is 
glad the Rockettes were avail­
able to kick off the Red Kettle 
campaign this year. 

"We're just pleased they've 
chosen to come out and help 
us," said Turner, who was at 
Laurel Park Place mall Friday 
for the kick-off. "This is not 
uncommon that a group would 
help us." 

The Radio City Rockettes 
helped the Salvation Army 
of Metro-Detroit kick off its 
annual Red Kettle campaign 
by ringing bells at Laurel Park 
Place in Livonia. Also present 
was The Salvation Army Brass 
Band Quartet. 

The Rockettes performed 
in front of the Food Court, 
and were joined by Salvation 
Army officers and volunteers at 
lunchtime Friday, Nov. 14. 

That day marked the 
beginning of bell ringing for 
this year's Salvation Army 
Christmas appeal, which has a 
goal of $8.5 million for Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties 
for 2008. 

In Detroit suburbs, some people 
who used to donate are now 
unemployed and need Salvation 
Army help. 

"It's quite a goal to raise 
given the economic conditions," 
Turner said. "We are already 
seeing an increase in the num­
ber of requests." 

In Detroit suburbs, some 
people who used to donate are 
now unemployed and need 
Salvation Army help. "It's a 
problem we're going to face this 
year, and hopefully only this 
year," he said. "As they (donors) 
help us, we help others." 

The $8.5 million is a signifi­
cant part of the Salvation Army 
budget. In 2007, the Eastern 
Michigan Division served 
some 2.8 million meals, and 
sheltered an average of 2,100 
people per night. 

Turner agreed the Salvation 
Army, both a church and a 
social service organization, 
benefits from a strong reputa­
tion. It gives 83 percent of each 
donor dollar directly to pro­
grams and services. 

"There are bell ringing 
opportunities," he said, adding 
some 50,000 bell ringing slots 
are available for volunteers. 
There's www.ringbells.org 
online, where you can sign up 
by community as a bell ringing 
volunteer. 

The Salvation Army's red 
kettles will be stationed at 
more than 300 locations in 
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties. Red Kettle loca­
tions include retailers and 
businesses such as Wal-Mart, 
Macy's, Sam's Club, Kroger, 
J.C. Penney's, Walgreens and 
Michaels, among others. Red 
Kettle donations will be col­
lected through Monday, Dec. 
24. Contributions also can be 
made by calling (877) SAL-
MICH or given online at www. 
salmich.org until Jan. 31,2009-

The Eastern Michigan 
Division raised $8.2 million in 
last year's Christmas appeal. 
"We just look to the commu­
nity," Turner said. "Southeast 
Michigan has been a very gen­
erous community through the 
years. 

"It's really critical that we 
make our fund-raising goal," 
added Turner, who's new to his 
job, four months ago. Although 
other donations are appreciated, 
money's particularly useful as 
the Salvation Army can get good 
prices and apply donated money 
where needed. 

The evening of Friday, Nov. 
21, there's a large kettle program 
planned at Detroit's Campus 
Martius. That 56-foot kettle has 
25,000 twinkling lights. 

"We're excited about that," 
Turner said. 

The Salvation Army doesn't do 
bell ringing on Sunday, a day for 
worship and family time. "That's 
the whole reason for the season," 
he said. "We do find time to 
spend with our families." 

Check our website for additional specials! Hikes-markelplace.com 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.ringbells.org
http://salmich.org
http://Hikes-markelplace.com
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in down market 

Rick Bloom 

Rick: I am 80 years 
old and just 
received an 
inheritance 
ofabout 
$100,000 
from the 
death of 
a friend. 
Financially 
I'm set, so 
I want to 
invest the 

use it down the road for my 
grandchildren who range in 
age from 4 to 11. My thought 
is to invest this money in 
some stock mutual funds. 
My friends tell me I'm nuts 
to invest in the market. 
They say wait until things 
improve. What do you think? 

I love the way you think. 
I agree with you that the 
market is "on sale." Now is the 
time investors should look for 
opportunities. That does not 

mean that the market can't go 
lower, but there is no doubt 
that prices are significantly 
cheaper than they were at the 
beginning of the year. 

The problem with waiting 
until things are back on track 
is by the time that happens, 
the bargains will also vanish. 
There is no doubt that once 
confidence has been restored 
in the market, which it will, 
the prices we see today will be 
just a fleeting memory. 

I believe one should invest 
based upon his/her goals 
and objectives, not where 
the market is. A few years 
from now many people will 
be kicking themselves for the 
mistakes they've made during 
this unusual and volatile time 
frame. It does take courage to 
be an investor and to ride out 
times such as now. However, 
always remember that in 
the past, things have been 
much worse and not only has 

the market survived, it has 
thrived. 
Dear Rick: I am a Ford 
retiree and have been 
reading all this stuff 
about a bailout of the auto 
companies. I've heard all 
sorts of rumors about how 
this could affect my pension 
and health care. Should I be 
concerned? 

It is important to realize 
that the events developing are 
happening at an incredibly 
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rapid pace and anything can 
change in a relatively short 
period of time. That being 
said, I do believe concern is 
justified. 

One of the problems the 
auto industry faces is its legacy 
costs. General Motors, for 
example, has approximately 
$3,000 of legacy cost for every 
car. These costs give the U.S. 
automakers a competitive 
disadvantage. There, is a 
belief by many that if the auto 
industry is to get taxpayer 
money there should be strings 
attached and one of those is 
to address legacy costs. If this 
line of thought prevails, it 
could mean reduced benefits 
to retirees. Of course, if one of 
the Big Three does decide that 
bankruptcy is the appropriate 
course of action, then, almost 
certainly, you would see 
reduction in overall benefits, 
Bankruptcy courts have w'ide 
discretion with regards to 
existing contractual relations. 
I think it is reasonable to 
assume that if one of the Big 
Three does pursue bankruptcy 
protection, retiree benefits in 
particular, would be affected. 

There is virtually nothing 
you and I can do that would 
impact what happens with 
the Big Three. That said, 
that doesn't mean that there 
is nothing that you can do 
in your situation. The best 
way to face potential cuts in 
benefits is to immediately 
look at expenses and where 
adjustments can be made. In 
order to survive in times of 
crisis, businesses look for ways 
to reduce costs andbecome 
more efficient. That is exactly 
the answer for individuals 
who face various financial 
uncertainties. 

Unfortunately, many : 
people will wait to make 
difficult decisions and that 
is a mistake. Don't wait until 
the crisis is upon you, prepare; 
now. It won't help reduce the 
anger but it will reduce the 
financial impact. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 

adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 

can submit questions at moneymat-

ters@hometownlife.com; For more 

information, visit Rick's Web site at 

www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 

You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.-m. •- -•• 

Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 

MILL1KEN WILL BE HONORED 
AT LIVONIA TRIBUTE DINNER 

Former Michigan Gov. 
William Milliken will hon­
ored 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
the annual tribute dinner 
of the Michigan Political 
History Society aj: Laurel 
Manor in Livonia. Milliken, 
a Republican, was Michigan's 
longest serving governor. He 
became governor in 1969 when 
George Romney resigned to 
take a cabinet position in the 
Nixon administration. He was 
elected to three times subse­
quently in 1970,1974 and 1978. 

Milliken, from Traverse 
City, has long been associated 
with the moderate wing of the 
Republican Party. 

David Murley, president of 
the Michigan Political History 
Society and a legal adviser for 
Michigan House Republicans, 
said that Milliken is the fourth 
political figure to be recog­
nized by the society, which 
was founded in 1993. Previous 
honorees were longtime 
Attorney General Frank Kelley, 
a Democrat; former House 
Co-Speaker Paul Hillegonds, 
a Republican; and former Gov. 
James Blanchard, a Democrat. 

Murley said the nonpartisan 
group has tried to alternate 
between Republicans and 
Democrats. 

Milliken, 86, and his wife, 
Helen, are expected to attend. 
Murley said there has been a 
good response to invitations 
sent out to people involved 
in government and politics. 
Following a buffet dinner, 
attendees will hear sev­
eral people associated with 
Milliken, include former 
Attorney General Kelley. 

THINKING ABOUT... 
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• Affordable Pricing ' 
• 0% Financing Available 
• Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

Our 34th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
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