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New charter 
school may move 
forward despite 
opposition 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The special land use request for Universal 
Academy has been postponed until Nov. 17. 

The measure, which could lead the way for a 
second charter school in Canton, will go before 
the Planning Commission. 

Nawal Hamadeh, the founder, superintendent 
and CEO of Hamadeh Educational Services, Inc., 
said the matter was postponed because of sched­
uling conflicts. 

The Dearborn Heights-based school system is 
looking to build 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Do you think Canton Township 
needs another charter school? 
Tell us your thoughts by either 
e-mailing Editor Kurt Kuban at 
kkuban@hometowniife.com or by 
posting a comment on our Web 
site at www.hometownlife.com. 

a K-12 public 
charter school 
on Saltz Road 
between Ridge 
and Beck roads. 
The company, 
which educates 
2,000 students, 
has a school in 
Detroit and two 
in Dearborn. 

The proposed 
Canton school would be a relocation of the 
450-student Detroit facility. Hamadeh said she 
doesn't believe all of the children would transfer 
to the new location, which would accommodate 
750 students. 

Hamadeh, who has said the township is ripe 
for the school's targeted population, has been 
encouraged by parents in the area. 

"Some people have told me their prayers have 
been answered," she said, but added, "I know we 
have some opposition." 

The narrow parcel slated for the 77,420 
square-foot school divides the Vintage Valley and 
Antique Forest subdivisions. The land is less than 
a mile south of Canton Charter Academy, which 
is also trying to build an additional location in 
the township. 

Many .homeowners in Antique Forest and 
Vintage Valley have expressed concern over the 
proposed school's impact on traffic and property 
values. 

"This will have a tremendous impact on our 
community," said John Waite, who recently 
moved to Antique Forest. "It will change the 
nature of Saltz Road and traffic in the subdivi­
sion will be backed up." 

Bill Hermann, who also lives in Antique Forest, 
said he agrees with many of his neighbors who 
believe the school wouldn't enhance the area. 

"A school this close to our properties is not 
only an eye-sore but will have a negative impact 
on our property values," he said. "The sheer size 
will create traffic, noise, and safety issues (and) 
we already have 10 schools in a 2.5 mile radius of 
this proposed site." 

Hermann and Waite also referenced the possi­
bility of Plymouth-Canton Schools losing student 
funding if Universal Academy were to build in 
the township. 

"This school would hold 750 students," Waite 
said. "We don't need that additional school capac­
ity in Canton." 

Frank Ruggirello, Plymouth Canton Schools 
spokesperson, said despite a continued trend of 
increased enrollment within the district, the pos­
sibility of the charter school has raised concerns. 

"Nobody does it better than public schools, but 
in these economically challenging times, the pos­
sibility of losing students is not good," he said. 
"It's certainly a concern." 

ttparks@tiometownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 
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Volunteers Larry Arnett of Wayne (from left), Ken Hauser of Canton, Tpm Ismond of Huron Township, Joe Kosek of Westland, Ray Wall of Plymouth, Bilj Rodgers of 
Brighton, Dale Burgess of Ann Arbor and Mark Clapham of Taylor stand in front of the World War I fighter plane they are building by hand at the Yankee Air Museum. 

Volunteers meticulously resurrect World War I fighter plane 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In the cavernous Hangar II at Willow Run 
Airport, where Henry Ford once cranked 
out B-24 airplanes by the thousands during 
World War II, a small group of volunteers 
has spent more than a year building a replica 
World War I airplane. 

It has been a meticulous process for the 
group of retired engineers and toolmakers, 
including several military veterans, who are 
attempting to build a SPAD — a French fight­

er plane made famous by pilots like American 
Eddie Rickenbacker during the first world 
war> 

When they complete the project, expected 
to take two more years, the plane will not 
only be on display at the Yankee Air Museum 
at Willow Run Airport in Ypsilanti, but it will 
also be used in air shows, because the plane 
will be flyable, according to Lou Farkas, Jr., 
vice president of the Yankee Air Museum. 

"This won't just be a model. It will be fly-
able," said Farkas, a longtime Westland resi­

dent who now resides in Canton. "We're going 
to fly this thing at different air shows, which 
will help raise money for the museum." 

The museum is currently housed in Willow 
Run's Hangar II on a temporary basis, 
because of a fire that destroyed the old muse­
um four years ago. The museum lost nine 
vintage airplanes, as well as millions of dol­
lars worth of military and aviation artifacts. 
The organization that runs the museum is 

Please see FLIGHT, A2 
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A fond farewell 
Longtime Canton Supervisor Tom Yack and his wife, Barb, were surrounded 
by friends and supporters Nov. 1 at the Viflage Theater during a special 
retirement party for Yack, who is stepping down after 20 years as 
supervisor, the event included plenty of entertainment by local musicians 
and actors, as well as a silent auction. Many area businesses donated items 
for the event, which was a fund-raiser for the Partnership for the Arts and" 
Humanities, a non-profit cultural arts organization. More than 300 people 
attended the event, which honored Yack for his many years of service to the 
Canton community. 

Supervisor-elect La Joy 
will wait until December 
to be sworn into office 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

All but one of the 
township's newly-elected offi­
cials will be sworn into office 
Nov. 20. 

State Rep. Phil LaJoy, who 
defeated political newcomer 
David Marsh to become 
Canton's next supervisor, 
intends to postpone being 
sworn in until December 
so that he can participate 
in the set of votes that tradi­
tionally come before the 
House toward the end of the 
session. 

"I have absolutely nothing 
to gain from this," said LaJoy 
Tuesday night, adding that he 

is trying to do the right thing 
for his constituents. 

Longtime Supervisor Torn 
Yack has agreed to hold off his 
retirement until mid-December 
so that LaJoy may continue 
serving in Lansing. 

Township board members 
don't plan to take any official 
measure to postpone LaJoy's 
swearing into office. 

Those who will be sworn in 
Nov. 20 include Clerk Terry 
Bennett, Treasurer Melissa 
McLaughlin and Trustees John 
Anthony, Todd Caccamo, Syed 
Taj and Pat Williams. 
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currently holding a fund rais­
ing campaign to build a new 
museum on the grounds of 
the historic airport owned by 
Wayne County. 

The SPAD project began 
more than a year ago when 
volunteer and former pilot Bill 
Rodgers was out in California 
and got a hold of some original 
plans for the SPAD, most of 
which were written in French. 

The SPAD was a French 
biplane fighter, developed by 
the Societe Pour LAviation et 
ses Derives (SPAD). It was one 
of the most capable fighters of 
the war and is a recognizable 
symbol of World War I. 

The plane is made almost 
entirely of wood, which makes 
for a tedious process. Every 
once matters, as the team is 
hoping to keep the single-seat 

This SPAD is similar to the one under construction. 

plane under 1,200 pounds by 
the time it is finished. That 
means using special wood 
products, including spruce 
from the Pacific coast region. 

"We're seeing how difficult it 
was to make these things," said 
Westland resident Joe Kosek, 
who is the lead on the project. 

Kosek, 84, was a glider 
pilot who flew missions in the 
Pacific during World War II. 
He said building the plane by 

hand "is a very precise pro­
cess" and has lead to many 
disagreements between vol­
unteers and they put the plane 
together piece by painstaking 
piece. Last week, for example, 
there was an argument about a 
half millimeter when fabricat­
ing a piece of the plane. 

"This is a wonderful proj­
ect. I love the camaraderie 
with the guys," said Ray Wall, 
a retired engineer who lives 

in Plymouth. "I find myself 
waking up a 3 o'clock in the 
morning sometimes thinking 
I could have done something 
a little differently than I had 
done it that day." 

The volunteers work on the 
plane each week on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Sundays, 
according to Farkas, who calls 
the project a labor of love. He 
says the team' is so passionate, 
because they will help future 
generations remember a slice 
of American history. 

"It's important that people 
don't forget what happened 
during World War I, or any . 
war for that matter. It's impor­
tant to keep history alive. 
We're doing our part," Farkas 
said. 

fhe group of volunteers 
also includes Mark Clapham, 
Larry Arnet of Wayne, Gene 
Blanchard, Ken Hauser of 
Canton, Tom Ismond, Dick 
Sprague, Dale Burgess, Rick 
Klann and Hennie Moses. 

For more information about 

Canton's Ken 
Hauser, a retired 
engineer, works on 
designs for pieces 
oftheSPAD'swing. 

the SPAD project or to tour the 
Yankee Air Museum, call Lou 
Farkas at (734) 483-4030, or 
e-mail him at lfarkas@com-

cast.net. For more information 
about the Yankee Air Museum 
visit www.yankeeairmuseum. 
org. 

HOURS 
Sun-Thurs I.O am-10 pm 
Fri&Sat 10 a m - 1 1 p m 

Dine In & Carry Out • Catering Available 

'with all qualifying proj 
tf'//<//r&f-w/wtfitih, •<>/<*• r'/)/in' 

ject qualifies - 734-737-
8S& N. Mill Street. Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1424 

D.J. MALTESE 

www.djmaltese.corn 
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Special holiday market 
The Canton Holiday 

Marketplace will take place 
on Nov. 21 (5-9 p.m.) and Nov. 
22 (4-8 p.m.) at the Cherry 
Hill School, located at 50440 
Cherry Hill Road. The Holiday 
Market will feature locally 
grown farm products, arts and 
crafts by area artisans and 
unique holiday gifts. Available 
merchandise will include jew­
elry, candles, aprons, blankets, 
T-shirts, handbags, wall decor, 
hand-painted furniture, photo­
graphs, ornaments, baby items, 
hair accessories, baked goods, 
honey, jams, and more. This 
will also be the place to find 
holiday decorations. 

Returning vendors include 
Baubles By Barb; Bijou Beaute 
International Ltd.; Bizzy Lizzy 
Bakery; Char's Kitchen; Heart 
to Heart Candles; John the 
Wood Guy;, What We Hold 
Dear-Photngraphy; Boblin 
Honey; and many more. Special 
activities will include face 
painting for the kids and spe­
cial dessert demonstrations for 
adults. 

No admission is required to 
attend. For more information 
about Holiday Market, visit lei-
sure.canton-mi.org or contact 
the Market Manager at (734) 
398-5570 ext 5. 

Holiday craft fair 
Connection Church (previ­

ously Tri-City Christian Center) 
will hold its annual Holiday-
Craft Fair from 11 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 6. More than 60 
crafters and vendors will be on 
hand. There will also be a holi­
day cookie sale and concessions 
area. Admission is $1. 

The church is located at 3855 
S. Sheldon Road in Canton 
(1/4 mile north of Michigan 
Avenue). 

For fair or table rental infor­
mation contact Sharon Chefan 
at (734) 397-1777 or e-mail her 
at sharon@connectionchurch. 
info. 

Veterans Day service 
The Canton Veterans 

Memorial Association will 
hold a Veterans Day service at 
11 a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 11 at the 
Canton Veterans Memorial 
located west of the Canton 
Township Administration 
Building, 1150 S. Canton Center 
Road, Canton, MI 48188. For 
more information, contact John 
Spencer at (734) 397-8975 or 
johnscott44 («.yahoo.com. 

Library to close 
The Canton Public Library 

will be closed on Friday, Nov. 
14 for staff in-service train­
ing. Most online services will 
remain available to patrons, 
including access to account 
information, material requests 
and renewals. The library 
annually schedules staff in-
service for training and service 
updates. While the library is 
closed, work will be done on the 
main doors and handicapped 
access. Regular business hours 
will resume Saturday, Nov. 15. 

Township offices to close 
Canton's administra­

tive offices will be closed 
Tuesday, Nov. 11 in observance 
of Veterans Day. They will 
reopen for normal hours on 
Wednesday. 

Church fair 
The First Congregational 

Church of Wayne will hold its 
62nd annual church fair from 9 

a.m.-8 p.m., Nov. 13 and 14. The 
fair will feature a Christmas 
shop, boutique, country store, 
homemade candies, attic trea­
sures, coffee shop, book store, 
handmade goods, specialties 
shop, and aprons. Lunch (11 
a.m. and 1 p.m.) and dinner (5 
p.m. and 7 p.m.) will be served 
both days. The church is locat­
ed at 2 Towne Square in down­
town Wayne (at Wayne Road 
and Michigan Avenue). 
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Meet the seven Elvises 
Canton's Sue Merritt (standing at center in back) stood 
with her seven grandchildren next to busy Warren Road 
on Halloween and received lots of waves and honks 
from passing drivers. Grandma Merritt spent 25 hours 
a week for a month sewing the Halloween costumes 
for her grandchildren. She makes costumes every 
Halloween. The costume themes range from Carmen 
Miranda to Uncle Sam. The Elvi are (from left) Isaiah 
Bird, 3 years old, Taylor Laderoot, 11, Savannah Bird, 4, 
Olivia Dickens, 16 months, Heidi Bird, 9, Mason Bird, 12, 
and Emma Wieszkowiak, 4. 
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Military mom eyes 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Having grown up as an Air 
Force brat — her father is a 
retired Vietnam-era veteran 
and her family is replete with 
military service — Kathy 
Barker learned firsthand what 
it's like for the families of mili­
tary men and women who are 
deployed. 

With her son, an Air Force 
C-5 crew chief, now on a four-
month deployment to Iraq, she 
wants to help other families 
in similar situations learn 
how to get through it. Crafted 
much like the national Blue 
Star Moms, Barker's as-yet-
unnamed group (she's lean­
ing toward "Yellow Ribbon 
Families") would meet monthly 
to plan support projects, send 
"care" packages overseas — but 
mostly to talk. 

"It's more than just the moth­
ers concerned for the child 
(overseas), it's the whole fam­
ily," said Barker, who met her 
husband at Barksdale Air Force 
Base in Louisiana. "If they have 
fellowship with others in the 

SETTING UP SUPPORT 
• What: Support group for fami­
lies of military deployed 
• Who: Kathy Barker of 
Plymouth, whose son is in Iraq 
• Idea: To provide activities, put 
together "care packages for mili­
tary overseas, provide support 
for family members back home 
• How to get involved: E-mail 
Barker, kathy barker2003@yahoo. 
com 

X 

same situation, they feel more a 
part of things." 

While the Blue Star Moms 
do have groups in Michigan 
— Barker says there are groups 
in Troy, Dearborn and Grayling 
— there's no similar group in 
the Plymouth-Canton area. 
Barker said her group would 
likely meet at the VFW Hall in 
Plymouth. In fact, the group 
was supposed to meet last 
month, but the meeting was 
pre-empted when a tornado 
ripped through parts of the 
community. 

Nick Barker of Plymouth, a C-5 crew 
chief in the U.S. Air Force, left for 
Iraq on his birthday. 

The idea came to Barker 
when her 24-year-old son, 
Nick, a Canton High School 
graduate, left for Iraq Sept. 
2, leaving behind his wife, 
Penny, a medic at Dover AFB, 
Delaware, who also faces a 
potential deployment. 

She's not looking for money, 
simply donations of items that 
can be included in packages 
to be sent to military men and 
women serving overseas. In 

fact, one lawyer has already 
called to offer a donation of 
profits. Barker turned him 
down. 

"I told him, 1 really don't 
want your money, I'd rather 
trade a cotton swab for a nick­
el,'" said Barker, whose father, 
brother-in-law and other fam­
ily members have served in the 
military. "It's the items they 
need." 

Mostly, though, she wants to 
provide support and fellowship. 
For instance, she sees groups 
getting together and doing 
things like bowling, cards or 
just watching a football game 
together. She also sees the 
Christmas project and care 
packages as a direct result. 

"Everyone has a 'Support 
Our Troops' ribbon on their 
car, but what are they really 
doing?" asked Barker, a home-
maker and retired dental assis­
tant. ''This is a hole that needs 
to be filled. This is something 
we can really do." 

For more information on 
the group, contact Barker via 
e-mail at kathybarker2003@ 
vahoo.com. 
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Are you stuck in a low interest rate CD, IRA or Annuity? 

Are you losing money 
with the ups and downs of the stock market? 

IT May be Time To Rescue Your 
Current Savings Plan. 

Discover ways to earn more 
without risk. 

Peace ofmind...Yop,r money wiR'never decrease again! 
... Call fox om FREE information kit: . ••; 

(800)617-2601 

Kathy Barker intends to start a local support group for families of service 
men and women deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. Her son (in the picture 
with his wife, Penny) is serving in Iraq. 

VETERANS DAY SAVINGS! 
great mattress offers 

sale 
queen mattress set 

after 50% + 15% off 
Serta "Platinum" Reg. 1599.99 

50% OFF ALL 
MATTRESS SETS 
PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 

15% OFF ALL 
MATTRESS SETS 

10% off Stearns & Foster. 

10% CASH BACK on 
Cash back after mail-in rebate. Excludes Kohler special orders. See store for details. 

FREE DELIVERY on all Westport Bay vanities" 
Plumbing offers end 11/15/08. 

20% OFF Kenmore® major appliances, 10% OFF all other major appliances' 

PLUS NO INTEREST AND NO PAYMENTS 
on purchases $399 or more with qualifying card. See Important Deferred Interest Promotional Offer Details below 

PLUS FREE DELIVERY on purchases $399 or more. Appliance offers end 11/15/08. 

ALL lighting and ceiling fans ON SALE, PLUS 10% CASH BACK 
on purchases totaling $299 or more. Cash back after maii-in rebate. Excludes Never Priced Lower items, Casablanca Fan Co., Minka Aire fans and Hunter Prestige collection. 

See store for details. Offer ends It /15/08. 

ARIZONA Chandler 480-792-6000 Scottsdale 480-281-9000 
CALIFORNIA Burbank 818-260-8000 Chino Hills 909-972-6000 Irvine 949-340-6000 
COLORADO Broomfieid 720-566-1000 Lone Tree 303-708-2500 
ILLINOIS Lombard 630-873-8000 Schaiimburg 847-874-8000 
MARYLAND Gaithersburg 240-599-1300 MICHIGAN Novi 248-679-1000 
NEVADA Las Vegas 702-949-6600 OHIO Columbus 614-880-8800 
TEXAS Farmers Branch 214-764-1000 Houston 832-476-8000 

the great indoors 

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAILS (WHEN OFFERED): FINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase, from the date of purchase at the regular purchase rate in effect from 
time to time and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES for the entire promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of Hie promotional period or if you default under 
your card agreement. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES: With credit approval, for qualifying purchases when you use The 
Great Indoors MasterCard' or a Sears card (Commercial One"- exciuded). Sears Home Improvement Account^'-'valid on installed sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject 
to change without notice. May not be combined with any other credit promotional offers. Promotional offers greater than 14 months require minimum monthly payments as disclosed in the offer/Sears card APRs up 
to 26.49%, but if your account has a variable APR, the APR is up to 28.99% as of 10/6/08 and may vary. Minimum monthly FINANCE CHARGE .up.to $1. See card agreement for details including when the default rate 
applies. Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued by HSBC BankNevada, N.A. ' ' 

All mail-in rebates exclude sales tax. "Free standard local delivery with mail-in rebate. Outside local delivery area,.customer pays an additional charge. Rebate values, local area and additional 
charges vary. Free delivery excludes professional ranges and built-in refrigerators. Maximum rebate value $75. Savings on purchases $399 or more. Excludes Never Priced Lower items, clearance, 
closeouts, open box merchandise, Aga, Asko, Bertazzoni, Best hoods, CornuFe, Dacor, DCS, Diva, Electrolux, ElectroJux icon, Fisher & Paykel, Marvel, Mielej Thermador, U-Line, Vent-A-Hood, Viking 
(not available in CA) and Zephyr. © 2008 Sears Holdings Corporation " > . / •_•; • • - ; •." . " . * " • • • . • ; . . " - : 

Board, 
union 
school 
calendar 

Wayne-Westland students 
will have a shorter midwin­
ter recess and attend school 
through Friday, June 12, to 
make up for four days lost 
because of ateachers strikelast 
month. 

According to a joint press 
release issued Friday, the 
Wayne-Westland school board 
and the Wayne-Westland 
Education Association have 
agreed that Wednesday-Friday, 
Feb.18-20 and on Friday, June 
12, will be designated as make­
up days. 

The teachers walked off the 
job on Oct. 6 and remained 
out until Oct. 9 when a Wayne 
County Circuit Court judge 
ordered them back to work. 
The announcement is the 
first made since the two sides 
agreed to refrain from com­
menting on negotiations pub­
licly until a fact finder issues 
his report, expected in January. 

The makeup days are part of 
a 2008-2009 school calendar 
the two sides have tentatively 
agreed upon. 

A contractual item, this 
year's calendar includes the 
Thanksgiving recess, Nov. 
26-28; winter recess, Dec. 
22-Jan. 2; the abbreviated 
midwinter recess, Feb. 16-17; 
spring recess, April 10-17, and 
the Memorial Day recess, May 
22-25. 

The district is making cop­
ies of the calendar available in 
the schools and will post it on 
its Web site at www.wwcsd.net 
and on its cable TV channels.' 

KNOW THE 
SCORE 

check out the 
numbers in 

today's 

Sports 
section 
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http://vahoo.com
http://HOMET0WNLIFE.COM
http://www.wwcsd.net


Www.hometownlife.com COUNTY NEWS Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, November 9,2008 (*) 

No investments are risk-free, even money markets McCotter 's House 
band takes a hit 

Money Matters 

My wife has a large amount 
of money in a 403(b) in 
Fidelity 205 Freedom Fund. 
All hew money has been 
going into the Fidelity U.S. 
Money Market Fund. She'll 
be retiring in the next couple 
of years and does not want 
to lose principal. Should 

she transfer 
some of the 
205 Freedom 
Fund into 
the Fidelity 
U.S. Treasury 
Money 
Market? 

If your wife 
wants an 
investment 

Ricktom^^ that has no 
*"*"' principal 

fluctuation 
then the money market fund is 
certainly the way to go. Money 
markets have no principal 
fluctuation and have a stable 
value of one dollar per share. 
The Fidelity Freedom 2005 
Fund is made up mostly of 
bond funds and it does have , 
principal fluctuation. 

If her goal is to have a 
portion of her portfolio 
invested without principal 
fluctuation, the money market 
fund is the way to go. However, 
just because it has no principal 
fluctuation does not mean it 

does not have risks. -
Many investors believe that 

the only risk is losing principal. 
However, another risk that 
can be as devastating as 
losing principal is not keeping 
up with the increased cost 
of living. Too many people 
think that as long as they beat 
inflation they are doing fine. 
Unfortunately, that is not 
the case. First, you have to 
recognize the effect taxes have 
on returns. If money is invested 
in a retirement account, the 
money is taxed at an ordinary 
income level — the highest tax 
bracket. Therefore, if you're 
getting a 4 percent return, 
the after-tax return for most 
people is 3 percent or below. 
Then, against the 3 percent 
return you have to consider 
how your cost of living is going 
up on a year-by-year basis. 

I believe most Americans 
would find that their costs , 
are increasing at 3 to 4 
percent per year. Therefore, 
the risk of investing in money 
market accounts is not that 
your principal will fluctuate, 
because it won't, but rather 
your money is not keeping up 
in terms of purchasing power. 

It is important to understand 
there is no such thing as a 
risk-free investment. All 
investments have risks. 

Investors who ignore the 
risks that inflation and 
increased cost of living create 
are those who find they are 
running out of money later in 
life. 

Investors need to have a 
varied portfolio that does not 
subject all money to one risk 
but rather is composed of a 
variety of different types of 
investments that have different 
levels of risks. 

An investor may feel that 
they are safe by keeping all 
their money in investments 
that have no principal 
fluctuation such as CDs, 
bank accounts and fixed 
annuities. Although these 
types of investments can play 
an important role within the 
portfolio, they should not 
represent your entire portfolio. 

Although it is difficult to 
make changes in a portfolio 
while in the midst of a major 
crisis, such as we are, it is a 
good idea to begin to think 
how your portfolio should look 
after things calm down. 

It is extremely difficult 
during times like this to 
continue investing in equities. 
After all, I am an investor 

too and my portfolio has 
also suffered. However, I am 
staying the course because I 
do not want to be in a situation 
where I don't have sufficient 
resources later in life. That 
said, investors who randomly 
buy equities without focusing 
on a realistic overall strategy 
have to realize that the stock 
market is not a gambling hall. 
Equities are for the long term 
and should not be used for 
short-term needs. 

Investors who are in salaried 
deferral programs such as 
401(k)s and who are long-term 
investors should continue to 
invest in equities. I don,'t know 
if we've hit the bottom and 
are on our way up. However, 
I do know that equities are 
considerably cheaper than they 
were a year ago and tliere is 
nothing wrong with shopping 
when things are on sale. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For.more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 

On Thursday Chris Matthews 
of MSNBC's Hardball had some 
fun with U.S. Rep. Thaddeus 
McCotter's soon to be disband­
ed Congressional rock band 
The Second Amendments. 

The bombastic news com­
mentator got a few things 
wrong. He called the band The 
Singing Amendments and a 
graphic mislabeled the mem­
bers, identifying McCotter as 
outgoing Rep. Dave Weldon of 
Florida and putting a big X over 
his face. 

McCotter played lead guitar 
in the band. Drummer Rep. 
Kenny Hulshof of Missouri 

and Weldon are retiring and 
Republican Reps. Bill Salli 
of Idaho and Jon Porter of 
Nevada lost their bids for re­
election in the Democratic 
onslaught. Remaining band 
members in addition to 
McCotter are Democrat vocal­
ist Collin Peterson. 

In addition to the Matthews' 
slight, the Web site Gawker . 
says pf the band, "They were 
basically a crappy wedding 
band, playing dad music semi-
competently, but the 'members 
of Congress thing made the 
whole show a little more sur­
real." 

QPbN 
MQN.-SAT. 

9-9 
SUN. 
9-7 

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY 

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializing in Diseases " 
oftheSMnfHair&NaUs 

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care you deserve. 

• Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne B o t o x • Much More -

Accepting New Patients • AH Ages 
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 ^ 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available 

Lewis Meilcal Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377 

greatlake$derm@y ahoo.com oEossa^ 

Catch the bus to 

Ann Arbor 
Bay City 
Brighton 
Burton 
Clinton Township 
Clio 

Flint 
Jackson 
Lansing 
Livonia 
Pontiac 
Roseville 
Saginaw 

St. Clair Shores 
"Sterling Heights 
Troy 
Warren 
Westland 
Ypsilanti 

For locations and reservations 
call Blue Lakes Charters 8 Tours 

866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536] 

if you bet more than 
you runarfr-'iuf to Jose 
yoiAn oat. a problem. 
Calf'l 300-270-7117 for 
free, confidential help 

Offer subject to change or cancellation at any 
time without notice MotorCity Casino Hotel anil 
MofcorCity Casino Hotel design ore trademarks 
of Detroit hntnrtainnient, LL C Q2003 Detroit 
Entertainment. I. t C. All rights reserved. 

^ Vis , - - , J x * , ^ 

iKe :S 
Mailkeitjpjlacte -N 
. I f t f l f t n A n n A P K A P DfJ v u . n n i T S 7 V ^ 

. . . . . -,.... n.». .«. Tour "lepra veil •• > 
Livonia \ Supermarket ' . ' , J 
(734)464-0330 ^ ^ X -*-<L ~-S 

! N o w taking orders for 
FRESH AMISH TURKEYS 
DEARBORN SPIRAL HAM 
Call our meat department NOW! J 

SALE VALID NOV. 10-NOV. 16 • 

Fresh Ground Beef . 

^ G R O U N D $ 0 
N ^ - V CHUCK M f i 

Family Pack B O B B 

Boneless Lean Boneless Lean A ^ ^ Jfe A 

DELMONICO $ 9 9 9 
PORK ROAST fi 

* * „ >• * 

* r e c» O C<tC / | 

•, - v. CUT-UP 
\ - CHICKEN 

Fa wiily Pack 

USDA Boneless 

. ^ i NY. STRIP $ J 
6 St aks Valu Pack 

Lean Boneless A ^ A A 

' > STEW 5 W S 
BEEF 

Boreless \ — •JWI5ICSS * • • • • * Mil 

^ ~ * BUTTERFLY $ Q 4 9 
PORK CHOPS 

A Fresh Ground Beef 

^GROUND $979 
N WSIRLUIN fi 

Fa.ml/ Pack 

UbDA Boneless 

ENGLISH $ 9 9 9 
GUT ROAST 

2 Roast Family Pack 

Boneless Beef 

SIRLOIN $499 
STEAKS Ht 

Fresh Sliced From The Deli 
Lipari Oven Roasted A —*. A A 

TURKEY $ 4 9 9 
>^r>" BREAST 
Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
mailto:moneymatters@hometownlife.com
mailto:moneymatters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://ahoo.com
http://Mikes-marketplace.com
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1 • iy Sold ier Shop 3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 
W J W J I i3 IHUII-HPU, HJ-U:30. Thu 10-8:30, FriSSal 10-5;30; Sun 12_-4 detailsdoHhospitai.com 

TONER INK & MORE 
37665 Five Mile Road • Livonia•734 953.8647 • tonerinkandmore.com 

Everyday savings up to 70% on toner and ink cartridges 

riage re f i l l J | 
jjimtedjimeOffer_ j j J d l ^ i P H S ^ L ——_Jo 

THINKING ABOUT,.. 

• Affordable Pricing 
• 0% Financing Available 
• Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

Our 34th Year! 

v 8919 MIDDLEBELT* LIVONIA j 

CANTON CINEMA 
„ , . , Ticket Kfc»k& Tickets Online 
Goodrich 
Al I T V wwrw.GaTI.com 

ALMY ffFErenrm 
THEATERS w^ 

1 Mile Wast of IKEA 

DETROIT'S BEST 

MOVIE DEAL 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS 

ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL S T A D I U M SEATING 

$4 to$4.50 
ALL SEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVENING 

Design- Sale* - Imlalhtion 

Drawing 12/1/08 _~ " 

Quality Construction Since 1989 
Additions - Basements - Kitchens 

Bathroom$~WetBars~ Offices 
Laundry Rooms- Garages 
Rooting ~ Siding ~ Concrete 

Insurance Repair 
. licensed & Insured. 

440 N. Lafayette, South Lyon www.seghi.net 

Don'trclotutc...RL\0\ \FE/ 

SHOWTIMES 11/7 -11/13 O No passes 

MET-DOCTOR ATOMIC LIVE 
SATURDAY 11/8 1:00 PM 

O MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA (PG) 
11:00,12:00,1:10, 2:10, 3:20, 4:20, 5:30, 
6:30,7:40, 8:40 
FRI/SATLS11:00 
O ROLE MODELS (R) 
12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:35 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
O SOUL MEN H , 
12:10, 2:30, 4;50, 7:05, 9:30 
FRI/SATLS11:50 
OZACKANDMIRI(R) 
FRI, SUN-TH 12:25, 3:40, 4:55, 7:20, 9:25 
SAT 4:55, 7:20,5:25 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
O CHANGELING R; 
1:05,4:00,7:00,9:55 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3(G) 
11:40,2:05,4:30,6:55,9:20 
FRI /SATLS11 :45 

SAWV(R; 
9:40 
FRI/SATLS 11:46 
PRIDE AHD GLORY (R) 
FRI/SATLS 11:40 

2 0 O Z . D R I N K wmmt 
wiW S3.S5 purchase s a l l E ' 

ot 46o?, bag ot buttery popcorn ^S'W I 

• I *$.* - »•* 

24-Month . 
Rising Bate CD \ 

5;00 

4.50 wM \H 

Honoring flags 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6695 and Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 528, along with Boy Scouts 
of America Troop 1535, had an American Flag retirement ceremony. The Veterans Groups purchased 220 
American made 3'x5' flags to be exchanged for old flags that needed to be retired. The scouts assisted in the 
swapping of the flags and put on the program for the retirement complete with a rifle salute and taps. The 
event retired almost 500 flags. The 50-person audience (50) participated by each person adding a stripe or 
fieid to the fire. There are still flags to exchange, and the veterans are still accepting donations to their "Cell 
Phones for Soldiers" program. Contact Gary Kubik at the Post or call (734) 459-6700. 

Dignified 
Funeral Packages 

$ 

From 3499 
Direct Cremation 

NO Hidden Fees 
_ _ Call for Details 

Memorial Moviel 
New, comfortable facility with 3 lounges..,2 for the Kids with Xbox gaming and computer internet access 

Live, world-wide webcasting and a "Celebration of Life" video included with every funeral service 

" S B E f t S " * ^ioJJerq^on family 
Jxmaral Mome and ijremation Services 

Visit us on the web: www.riskoferguson.com 

han You Thin 
,^ *-;-(*QVT 

£-Play more, drive Its* 

J 

• 
1 

. . . . . . - m< ; 
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Monit, Pitsenbarger to challenge recall decision 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two Wayne-Westland school board 
members plan to challenge a Wayne 
County Elections Commission decision 
to give a citizens group the go-ahead to 
circulate recall petitions against them. 

The commission voted 2-1 Friday 
to approve recall language for board 
President Martha Pitsenbarger and 
Vice President Skip Monit. 

In an interview Friday afternoon, 
Monit said he and Pitsenbarger will 
fight the recall, including appealing 
the commission's decision to Wayne 
County Circuit Court. 

"We will do everything we possibly 
can to postpone or overturn this deci­
sion," he said. "We'll get out in the 

community and fight as best we can. 
Unfortunately, this is a distraction 
from our duties as school board mem­
bers." 

Recall organizer Shawnn Maxwell, 
however, is elated with the commis­
sion's decision. 

"We feel pretty good about it, we 
thought it would take several tries," 
she said in an interview hours after the 
language was approved. "Our move­
ment is pretty strong, I'm already get­
ting phone calls. My phone is ringing 
off the hook." 

The language states that 
Pitsenbarger and Monit on Oct. 7 
voted in favor of adopting hearing 
procedures "concerning the illegal 
withholding of services by the WWEA 
or any of its members," a reference to a 

strike by teachers that lasted four days. 
"I think it's unfair, it's not a reason 

for a recall," said Monit, who was at 
the commission meeting. "This recall 
has nothing to do with the language 
they put forth. If anyone looked at this 
language, how could they justify a vote 
to recall us?" 

Pitsenbarger wasn't able to attend 
because of a work obligation, but was 
apprised of what had happened, Monit 
said. 

Maxwell said her committee 
planned to meet Saturday to go over 
details to make sure everything is done 
correctly when the group begins circu­
lating the petitions. The group has to 
submit a written request and should 
know within five business days how 
many signatures of registered voters 

they will need to force a recall election 
The number of signatures needed for 

each school board memberis tied to 
the percentage of votes cast in the last 
governor's election. Maxwell is vowing 
to get double what is required and to 
circulate the petitions is every commu­
nity that is included in the 13,000-plus 
student district. 

"If they say we need 4,000 signa­
tures, we'll get 8,000," she said. "We're 
going to get as many signatures as we 
can. Our goal is to double the number 
needed. This board needs to see that 
this community is upset." 

The group will have 180 days from 
the day the language was approved to 
collect signatures. However, by law, 
signatures begin dropping off daily 
after the 90~day mark. 

Maxwell said also plans to file recall 
language for school board Secretary 
Cindy Schofield and Trustee William 
Gabriel on Nov. 17. State law prohibits 
the recall of elected officials dur­
ing their first six months and last six 
months of their terms. Schofield and 
Gabriel were elected to office in the 
May school election. 

"They say the teachers pushed our 
emotional button about class size 
to get us involved, but we have con­
cerns that need to be addressed," 
said Maxwell. "The teachers' con­
tract is what started it, but we're not 
happy with the way money is being 
allocated, we're not happy with Mr. 
(Superintendent Greg) Baracy*s con­
tract." 
smasonililiometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112 

home 
A Canton woman, 58, report­

ed to officers that she believes 
her neighbor, a 36-year-old 
man, stole items from her 
home earlier this month. 

The woman called the police 
department last week say­
ing that nine rings, valued at 
$7,100, and a necklace worth 
$400 were taken from her 
Ravenwood Drive home Oct. 7-

Officers reported that the 
woman said she had previously 
allowed the man, who has a 
mental age of 15, to take show­
ers at her home because he and 
his mother allegedly disagree 
over the frequency they are 
needed. 

The woman said she told the 
man earlier this month that 
he could no longer shower at 
her home because of increased 
water costs and on Oct. 7, she 
returned home from a medi­
cal appointment to discover 
that the sidewalk in front of 
her home had been vandal­
ized with orange spray paint. 
She believes the can was taken 
from her garage. 

DFOR 
DENTAL HEALTH 

It seems that recent research 
has found that vitamin D confers 
more health benefits than was 
once thought, The most recent 
finding shows that babies born 
to mothers with low vitamin D 
levels may be a t increased risk 
for tooth enamel defects a n d 
early chi ldhood decay , This Is 
important because researchers 
found that only 10.5 percent of 
the women studied during their 
second trimester of pregnancy 
had adequa te vitamin D levels, 
With this study in mind, women 
of chi ldbearlng a g e , m a y wan t 
to be sure' that they are eat ing 
foods that are rich in nutrients, 
including vitamin D. If necessary, 
supplemental, vitamins/minerals 
m a y toe considered, always 
keeping dairy recommendat ions 
a n d Intake limits In mind. 

A very g o o d lesson to 
remember is t ha t prevention is 
key to opt imum denta l health for 
patients o f all ages, Through 
g o o d habits like choosing a 
dental-friendly diet a n d proper 
brushing a n d flossing, you have 
a lot of 'control over your denta l 
health a n d that of your children. 
One of the most important 
services we offer is a p lan for 
preventive denta! care, including 
counseling on nutrition, the 
proper way to brush and floss, 
a n d recommendat ions for oral 
hygiene products a n d how to 
use them, For an appointment, 
please call us at 734-453-9413, 
496 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ste. 201, 
Plymouth. 

P,S, Numerous studies indicate 
that .vitamin D and calcium 
deficiencies result in bone loss 
and Increased Inflammation, 
which is a well-recognized 
symptom of periodontal diseases. 

iM iwiiwtti iiiiiiiiwiii i ii Miiiiiiiiiii ni^u^S^i^if^i 

It wasn't until later that the 
woman said she noticed her 
jewelry was missing and want­
ed the matter, documented for 
insurance purposes. 

A cosmetic caper 
A 17-year-old Westland girl 

and her younger sister, 12, were 
caught stealing cosmetics Oct. 
29 from Wal-mart on Ford 
Road. 

The two were spotted in the 
health and beauty department 
putting items into the 17-year-
old's purse. After they passed 
all points of purchase, the girls 
were stopped and three items 
were recovered, including a 
bottle of nail polish priced 
at $6.47, a hair clip priced at 
$2.22 and foundation priced at 
$4.78. 

When a police officer arrived 
at the store, the mother of the 
girls had also arrived and the 
younger child was turned over 

to her custody. The older child 
was ticketed for simple larceny 
and will be in court Nov. 18. • 

Smash and grab 
Township police were called 

to a home on the 7100 block 
of Poppleton Oct. 28 after a 
Canton woman reported that 
her purse had been stolen from 
her vehicle. 

The woman told officers a 
thief had shattered her rear 
passenger window and took 
her pocketbook, which con­
tained seven credit cards and 
$252. 

In addition, she reported 
that some of her sister's items 
were taken as well, including a 
passport, checkbook and wallet 
containing $150. 

Upon speaking to neighbors, 
officers learned that no one 
had heard and seen the theft. 

There are no suspects. 

By Tiffany L Parks 

T H O M A S M O K E 
L a w C e n t e r 

Islam'and How We Can Do It 

The Thomas More Law Center hosts 
Brigitte Gabriel 

Expert on Global Terrorism 

Tuesday, November 18th 

The Community House 
Downtown Birmingham 

Admission: $25 pe r pe rson 
Event includes cocktails, hors d'oeuvres, 

presentation and book signing 

Please RSVP to the Thomas More Law Center: 
(734) 827-2001 

events@thomasmore.org 
For more information: www.thomasmore.org 

Plymouth 
• » Mm/ 

« I *ff 

To reserve your space at one of HAP's 
free informational workshops, 

Call toll-free at 
(800) 449-1515 or 
100(313)664-8000, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

For accommodation of persons with 
special needs at sales meetings, call 
toll-free at (800) 449-1515 or TDD 
(313) 664-8000, Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p,m. 

Value. Choice. Experience. 
Count on it! NOW OFFERING AN ENHANCED FLEXIBLE HEALTH 

OPTIONS BENEFIT*TOWARD: 
• Membership at a gym, fitness facility or health club 
* Qualified weight management program 
* Routine chiropractic services 
• Acupuncture 

1 1 

t l 
i ' 
- i - t 

* Benefits provided through Individual plans and 
employer group plans may vary. 

Health Alliance Plan and Alliance Health and Life Insurance Company are health plans with a Medicare contract To enroll in these 
plans, you must continue to pay the Part 8 premium, Ifapplicable, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third party. 
PPQ is a product of Alliance, a wholly owned subsidiary of HAP. Unused portions of the monthly flexible health options benefit 
cannot be carried over to successive months. If you pay for an annual membership you will still med to maii a monthly statement to 
HAP in order to qualify for the benefit 

H2312 H2322 S3440 225R Event Ad3 
FMJ Certified: 10.19.08 
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OUR VIEWS 

Veterans pay 
heaviest toll for 

Obama election: A day never to be forgotten 

our 
Last Tuesday, Americans turned out at the polls in record numbers to 

exercise their right to vote. Around 11 p.m., when most of the votes had been 
counted, it was declared that Barack Obama, a black man, would be the 
44th president of the United States. 

Whether or not you voted for Obama, the day will long be celebrated as 
a great milestone in the evolution of one of the greatest experiments in the 
history of mankind — American democracy. Our democracy. 

Just a generation ago, Obama would have had a difficult time even voting 
in some parts of the country. After a vigilant civil rights movement, howev­
er, a black man will now ascend to the highest office in the land. As Obama 
himself said Tuesday night, it is a story that could happen only in America. 
We are all very fortunate to live in such a country, where freedom is the glue 
that holds us together. 

But those freedoms come with a cost. We all owe a tremendous debt to the 
countless soldiers who have fought to preserve our way of life, our ideals, our 
democracy. 

On Tuesday, we celebrate Veterans Day. It is the day we remember and 
honor all the military personnel who have sacrificed so much just for the 
privilege of being an American. The soldiers whose blood soaked the fields 
of Gettysburg. The Marines who charged with unblinking fury on to the 
sands of Iwo Jima. The airmen who strapped themselves into small boxes 
with wings to engage in dogfights with the Kaiser's pilots over the fields of 
France in-World War I. George Washington's army, which survived early 
defeats and a miserable winter filled with doubt at Valley Forge, only to per­
severe and help give birth to a nation. Our nation. 

But our veterans are not simply relics from the annals of history. There 
are millions among us today. For example, there are still about 2.5 million 
World War II veterans alive. Once 16 million strong, our WWII vets are 
dying at a rate of about 1,200 a day, and some predict they will all be gone 
by 2020., 

There are more than 8 million veterans of the Vietnam War alive today. 
And let us not forget the veterans of the Korean War, Desert Storm, or the 
many smaller skirmishes in which we have been engaged. 

As you read this, we have thousands of soldiers entrenched in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, fighting hostile forces hell-bent on destroying America and 
the freedoms we take for granted. Nearly 4,200 soldiers have died in Iraq, 
and more than 600 have died in Afghanistan, where the conflict is worsen­
ing after seven years of warfare. 

America has never been a perfect nation. History tells us this. But we have 
always strived to get better. Tuesday's election was certainly evidence that 
we continue to take positive steps toward a more perfect union. Without the 
sacrifices of our veterans, however, none of it would be possible. 

On Tuesday, take a few moments to think about that. And make sure you 
thank a veteran, if you know one. Chances are, you do. 

To be alive and bear witness to such 
a historical moment is a day that I 
never expected to see. On Tuesday, 

Nov. 4, only a few seconds after 11 p.m., 
some words came through my televi­
sion speakers that set the stage for 
history to be made in this nation and 
the voice of Brit Hume of the Fox News 
Channel stated the following: 

"It is just past 11 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time and here at the Fox 
News Channel, we project the 44th 
president of the United States to be 
Illinois Sen. Barack Hussein Obama." 

There could be no better way to end 
a day for me that began filled with 

so must anxiety and 
anxiousness.Adayfbr 
me that started at 5 
o'clock in the morning. 
Though many polls 
were expecting Barack 
Obama to fulfill his 
destiny, I am always of 
the mindset that peo­
ple vote, not pollsters, 
so I never put a lot of 
stock into what they 

are saying. Though all the polls were 
pointing to the fact that Mr. Obama 
would become the first non-white male 
to become president of the United 
States, I still did not want to get too 
wrapped up in those numbers. Besides, 
there was still a sense that disappoint­
ment could come for me and many oth­
ers at the end of the day. 

On this day and the days leading 
up to people from all over the coun­
try casting their vote for president, I 
remained enthusiastic and filled with 
joy of what could be. As I continued to 
prepare myself to head over to the pre­
cinct to participate in the polling duties 
for which I had signed up for, my heart 
raced with anticipation as if I was a kid 
that could not wait to open gifts that 
had been placed under the tree for me. 
My last words to my still half-sleeping 
wife before leaving the house were to 
not call or text me with any updates 
regarding the outcome of the election. 

As I got into my car to head over to 
the Crescent Academy where I was 
working, I clicked the garage door 
opener and as it opened I began to 
reminisce on ablog I had posted over at 
The Detroit News political/government' 

blog site back on Feb. 25,2007- It was 
then that I wrote about the contro­
versy surrounding Barack Obama and 
whether or not he was "black enough." 
Not only did I ask the question about 
"What is being black enough?," I went 
on to say that Mr. Obama was the best 
hope that African-Americans have ever 
had of getting a black president. My 
sense of the destiny facing Mr. Obama 
started back in August 2004, when 
he came before the nation to deliver 
the keynote speech at the Democratic 
National Convention in Boston, Mass. 

Still giddy about the day and what 
it would all mean if the this historical 
"first" was to happen, it seemed as if 
my car drove itself over to the polling 
place. Upon arriving there a few min­
utes before six in the morning, I was in 
awe of the line that had already formed 
with people ready to cast their votes. 
Once inside the school, there was a 
feeling that came across me, letting me 
know that I was in store for something 
magical happening today. 

The day that many of us thought 
would never come to fruition and 
showed signs that there was inevitabil­
ity in the air. It was cool to see so many 
first-time voters, young kids accompa­
nying their parents to vote and older 
voters renewing their acquaintance 
with a ballot box. Then there were the 
sounds from the many little tykes say­
ing to their parents, "You're voting for 
Barack Obama, right?" Hearing mat on 
a regular basis added some assurances 
for me to begin to believe what the polls 
were saying, while realizing that the 
day that I thought would never happen 
was coming to be a reality. Even for me, 
someone that has followed polities for 
many, many years, this is a day that I 
thought I would only see while looking 
down on my loved ones once I made it 
to heaven. . 

There are many reasons why black 
people thought that we would never 
see a day like this past Tuesday, but we 
still had hope and wanted to believe in 
the many dreams that we have dreamt. 
We were not naive to the history of 
this country and the "we have got to 
be better than the majority mantra," 
but those that came before Barack 
Obama were not the people that could 
pull off this historical feat. I always 

felt that it wpuld take the right person 
that could bring forth a message that 
resonated with all people and that is 
not what we got from Shirley Chisolm, 
Jesse Jackson, Carol Mosley-Braun 
or Al Sharpton. Nothing personal 
against any of them, but they, in my 
opinion, just did not have what it took 
to become the president of the United 
States. However, in Barack Obama, my 
gut feeling back in August 2004 told 
me that he could be the one. 

Still, that did not prevent me from 
knowing that anything could have 
gone wrong the other night. It is for 
that reason why I opted not to attend 
any viewing parties and chose to head 
home after the polls closed to be with 
my family. If I was to be disappointed, 
I wanted to be in the confines of my 
house with my family to share that 
feeling as a family. However, there was 
no disappointment and I am glad that 
I kept my 7- and 12-year-old kids up 
with me and my wife so that they could 
bear witness to what ended up being a 
historical moment. 

After Brit Hume declared that this 
country would have its first black presi­
dent, I turned to my kids and let them 
know how significant of a moment it 
was. After that, I showed no shame in 
shedding some tears of joy in front of 
them. 

Silence ruled the moment because 
I got the sense that they understood 
exactly why their father cried as they 
watched their mother comfort me. 

I am proud to say that I was able to 
see the day that I thought that I would 
never see and I hope that everyone can 
grasp just how monumental of a day 
is was. To all of the forefathers with 
African-American heritage that laid 
the groundwork for the history that 
was made on Tuesday, continue to 
smile down on us, watch over us and 
be proud of the moment that you will 
never forget as well It just goes to show 
that all the struggles you went through 
and what you did to build this nation 
was not done in vain. T 

he history that we shared the other 
night is your just reward for making 
this nation the best throughout the 
world. 

Eric Brown, 44, has lived in Canton for 10 years. 
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