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Slavens

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS
CBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When Dian Slavens finally climbed into her
bed in the early morning hours Wednesday
after Tuesday’s election, she had hope, but no
numbers to verify whether she had won the 21st
District State House seat.

“Someone jusi called me a while ago,” Slavens
said Wednesday morning. “I feel very honored. I

ew day for

township board

Voters oust
incumbent,
select several
newcomers

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

New leadership is coming
to Canton.

Tuesday’s election of politi-
cal newcomer Syed Taj to the
Township Board left the chief
of medicine for Oakwood
Hospital almost speechless
when asked how he felt about
the results.

“Well,” he paused.
"Amazed.”

Taj, the lone Democrat of
six candidates running for
four seats on the board, pulled
in 20,000 votes.

“I am going to work for
Canton,” he said, adding
that he’s proud of the chance
to represent the township’s
growing Indian population.
“When I started at Oakwood
in 1983, there were hardly any
toreign doctors, but it’s not
like that now and everyone
is welcome. Everyone feels at
home.”

Republicans John Anthony,
Pat Williams and incumbent
Todd Caccamo also raced
to victory. Caccamo was
the highest vote-getter with
21,348 votes, Anthony nabbed
20,286 and Williams received
20,0009,

Incumbent trustee Karl

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Pemocrat Syed Taj, whowas
elected to the Canton Beard of
Trustees on Tuesday, was out
taking down his campaign signs on
Wednesday morning.

Zarbo, a Republican, fin-
ished with 19,440 votes and
Libertarian candidate Charlie
Page captured 5,599 votes.
Calling the numbers “topsy
turvy,” Williams worked
some polling locations early
Tuesday and added that he
had just begun to relax.
“We've done all the work
that we could do,” he said
while standing outside
Summit on the Park.
Anthony, who often paired

‘with Williams on the cam-

paign trail, said the race was a
great experience.

“I'm encouraged,” he said.
“I've meet some great people
and I'm optimistic about serv-
ing Canton,”

Zarbo, whose business

Please see BOARD, A6

feel fantastic.”

~ Slavens, 50, victoriously ran as a Democrat
for the seat against Republican Todd LaJoy and

independent Brian Cronan.

In the district, which represents Canton,
Belleville and Van Buren Township, Slavens
captured 27,802 votes — 52 percent — while
LaJoy had 24,203 votes — 45 percent — and
Cronan got 1,784 votes — 3 percent.

“My whole team worked very hard on this

Sabiha Hal of Canton and Tonya Miller of Farmington Hills ¢
Burton Manor in Livenia. ‘

* Record turnout

Voting trends, demog’raphic‘s favor Democrats in Canton

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In & township traditionally
run by the right, the left showed
up in full force Tuesday.

With a record voter turnout
of more than 83 percent, the
majority of Canton voters —
56.81 percent — swung toward
the Democratic presidential
ticket while 41.54 percent sup-
ported the Republican ticket.

“The numbers are a part of
a national trend,” said John
Anthony, who won a spot on the
township board as a trustee.

And while many have
credited the popularity of
Barack Obama to the wave of

www.hometownlife.com

Slavens waits until Wednesday to declare victory over LaJoy
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campaign,” said Slavens, a respiratory therapist
and political newcomer. “And I'm glad my mes-
sage resonated with voters.”

The following vote totals are ynoffi--
ciai totals for how residents of Canton

Slavens, who has said she wants to “work on voted. .
both sides of the aisle,” said she intends to focus | Overallwinners are denoted with a &
on preventative health care measures, bringing
jobs to the state-and education funding. us. PIES]UERT
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Democratic support to other

" candidates on the ballot,

Anthony also said, “the demo-
graphics have changed over the

last eight to 10 years.”

Township resident Hilda
Partin said she was more
than ready to cast her vote for
Obama.

“T live in Canton and we're
making history,” said Partin,
whose family is from South
America. “I have been Jooking
forward to this and I believe
the world will see us a united
people.” :
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‘And thousands of other voters based on their political party
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ers opting for the Democratic
straight party option com-
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14-year state reign ends for marchers

BY DIANE HANSON
CORRESPOMDENT

There is no doubt the 170~
member Plymouth Canton
Educational Park Marching
Band has put in many hours
of practice and hard work on
this year’s colorful, dynamie,
and musically delight-
ful competition program,
“Kaleidoscope,” earning ,
them a number of first-place
trophies at local invitation-
als. .

But a 15th straight Flight I
championship trophy was not
in the cards Saturday.

Instead, the hometown

marchers captured the Flight been overcoming a bit of a

I third-place trophy at the
Michigan Competing Band
Association State Finals at
Ford Field, ending their 14-
vear reign as Flight I State
Champions.

“We work hard all season,

late start when former Band
Director Marc Whitlock
stepped down for family rea-
sons and new Band Director
Martin Montoya took up the
‘Teigns.
The band has been steadily

but especially these past cou- improving since the com-

ple of weeks, even these past
couple of days,” said

Salem junior Kayla
Ragland, one of the three
drum majors. “We've been

cleaning and fine-tuning, It’s

been really challenging, and
the band rode to the chal-
lenge.” :

Part of the challenge has

petition season began in
September, but their score of
84.25 was behind the 89.25
posted by Flight I winner
West Bloomfield.

“I really like this show,”
said Plymouth senior Kelcie
Liubakka, who plays the
trumpet. “But I think we've
been stronger.”

Jenifer Leseth, color
guard director and assistant
marching band director,
hopes to rectify that.

“They did a great job. They

went out there and did what
they had to do,” she said.
“The improvement has been
constant, but we have a lot
moteto do. We're Iooking
toward the end goal which is
Nationals, and we have two
weeks to go. We'll get there.”
The hometown marchers
will compete at the Bands
of America Grand National
Championships at the Lucas

0Oil Stadium in Indianapolis -

Nov. 13-15.

PHOTO BY DIANE HANSON

Lauren Carnevale (front left), followed by Bruno Yoshioka, Rebecca Paul
and Alyssa Myers, along with Kristen Riggs (front right), followed by Julia
Beckett and Kaitlyn Tracy concentrate on music and marching during the
Plymguth-Canton-Marching Band's State Finals performance Nov. 1 at Ford
Field, . ‘ o
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Historic presidential election draws voters to polls

BY KURT KUBAN
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Although there were
plenty of local and state
races as well as several
proposals to choose from
on Tuesday’s ballot, many
voters in Canton were
attracted to the polls for -
one reason - the his-
toric presidential election
between Barack Obama
and John McCain.

Turnout was heavy in
Canton, with more than
80 percent of eligible voters
casting a ballot, either at the
polls Tuesday or by absentee
ballot. A total of 49,187 Canton
residents voted. It was clear
that many had nothing but the
presidential election on their
minds.

That was certainly the case
for Eric Brown, a 44-year-
old African-American who
is a quality reviewer for Blue

Canton voter Hitda Parton, votes at Si. John
Neumann Church.

Care Network. Although he
has always been politically
active, Brown never thought
he would see the day America
would elect a fellow African-
American president. _
“I'm proud [ was able to see
this day and participate in
such a historic election,” said
Brown, who worked the polis
at Crescent Academy. “This
is a monumental day for our

-

tor one

eautriv! woman.,

620 Starkweather ¢ Old Village
Plymouth ¢ 734-453-1860

- The Area’s Most Trusted

irsstit

country.”

Natalie Megison, 38,
also acknowledged the
historic nature of the
presidential race, The
mother of two teenagers,
she said her children had
been badgering her about
the need to vote.

“They've been pushing
me, If T didn’t vote, they
would really get on me,”
she said.

Megison, who has
lived in Canton for five
years, said she voted for
McCain, then paused and said:
“T actually voted for Palin.

He's (McCain) old and he's

_going to die, so we'll have our

first woman president,” she
said after voting at Crescent
Academy.

Ray Burchart, an auto
body repair man who has
lived in Canton since 1991,
calls himself an independent,
but his mood was very anti-
Republican on Tuesday when
he voted at Walker-Winter
Elementary School shortly
before polls closed at 8 p.m.

“I'm tired of all the crap from
the Republican Party. I think

e G

W Celebrnate! weve
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Tara Lang is a first time voter. She voted with her mom, Trina Lang, at 5. John Neumann. Both voted for McCain. -

MceCain would just follow suite
with Bush,” said Burchart, who
voted for Obama. “I don't like
the way this country is being
run. The whole system is a
mess.”
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‘Charles Johnson, a 57-year-
old retired press operator, also
voted at Walker-Winter. It was
only the second time he has
ever voted (he voted for Bill
Clinton in 1992). He voted for
Obama on Tuesday.

“After hearing about 2l] these
young people who were voting
for the first time, I decided to
do it myself,” he said. “I just
wanted to be able to go home
and say, even if my guy didn't

win, I could feel good about it.”

For Ronald Harris, a 22-
year-old African-American,
the night was filled with hope.
This was his second time
voting, and he was thrilled
with the opportunity to vote
for America’s first African-
American president.

“I'm very excited. We're all
excited,” he said. =

“This is a very positive thing
for our country.”
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Newest judge
hopes to hit
bench running

BY TONY BRUSCATO
(BSERVER STAFF WRITER

The next 60 days for attorney
Jim Plakas will be busy as he
prepares to succeed retiring
Judgé John MacDonald on the
35th District Court bench Jan.
2 following his victory over Joe
Barone (unofficially 34.954-31-
802) Tuesday.

“The next two months

Plakas defeats Barone

totals from the five communi-
ties 35th District Court serves
while at the Inn at St. John's.

will be very
important,”
said Plakas,
who earned a
six-year term.
“Pm going
to meet with
(35th District
~ *Court judges
" Ron) Lowe,
MacDonald
and (Mike) GGerou next week.
I'l] also bi¢ going to various
other codrts and observing
judges from behind the bench
and absorbing every little thing
I can.
“T've lived in district court

Plakas

‘and had my training from the

other side of the bench,” he

said. “I'll be watching from a
different perspectjve, but at the
same time thinking internally
‘What would I do?”

While hell be gaining tips
from his soon-to-be colleagues,
Plakas already knows what
kind of judge he'll work to be.

“I enjoy judges who engage
with attorneys and challenge
theny, in a respectful way, to.
convince them your view is
the right view,” Plakas said.
“It’s their time to be there that
day and I want to hear what
they have to say, because when
the day ends and a decision ig
made it’s over.”

Plakas said all his emotions
spilled while watching the vote

“I saw my wife and we
embraced, and I was looking at

the screen with the numbers,”

recalled Plakas. “She was
erying into my shoulders and

. when the final Canton num-

bers came up I whispered ‘We
won. '

“l admit I was crying, and
every person [ hugged T was
crying,” he said. “This has been
over two years in the making
for us, and it’s been a lot of
stress and disruptive to our
law practice, my family and
friends.”

Plakas said next to getting

v

married and experiencing the
birth of his children, the win
was “an amazing emotional
experience.” '

“It’s now just hitting me

" and I'm trying to savor every

minute because I know I won't

- have a feeling like this again,”

Plakas said.

“T've never experienced a
challenge like this, waking up
every single day with your feet
hitting the floor in competition

‘against quality people. It'sa

painful thing to live through,
amazingly stressful, but — for

us — at the end of the day well .

worth it.”
- While there has been talk
of animosities between Plakas

and Lowe because Plakas ran
against the incumbent Lowe
two years ago, Plakas down
played it.

“(1.owe) showed up at my
party which meant a lot to me,
that was extending the olive
branch,” said Plakas.

“T expressed to him that
I now know how he felt two
vears ago, that it's miserable
being the hunted. We shook
hands and embraced, and he
and I knew we would be fine
and everyone in the these com- -
munities will be proud of this
court.”

tbruscato®@hometowniife.com
(134) 953-2172

SLAVENS

Slavens and a LaJoy battled for
the 21st District seat. Six years
ago, Slavens’ husband, Mark,
was defeated by LaJoy’s father,
Phil, wha is term limited and
was elected township supervi-
sor on Tuesday.

LaJoy, who is wrapping
up his first term as a Canton
trustee, was expected by many
to win Tuesday’s race and got
4 narrow victory in Canton
with more than 50 percent
of the votes to Slavens’ 46
percent. Slavens made up sig-
nificant ground, however, in
both Belleville and Van Buren

Township.

“The LaJoy name is well
known so I knew I had to work
hard,” Slavens said. “I thought
the race would be decided
within 100 votes, so I'm very
happy voters wanted a new
voice.”

As the results of local
races began pouring in late
Tuesday nighit, LaJoy refer-

~ enced the trickle down effect

of President-elect Barack
Obama’s candidacy on local
Democrats.

“If it's meant to be, great,”
he said. “If not, that’s the way
it goes.”

tiparks@nemetownlife.com
{734) 9832170
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Veterans' Day Sale prices etfective now through Monday, November 10, 20{)8; Merchandise, style and color availability may vary by store and online, [19665B]
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OAKWOOD ANNAPOLIS IS THE LEADER IN PRIMARY CARE
AND SPECIALTY SERVICES FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY.

With more than 600 primary care and specialty care
physicians, highly trained staff and the most up-to-date
facilities in the area, Oakwood Annapolis delivers
cémprehensive care o people
of all ages. With ER, cardiac
care including emergent
angioplasty, surgical services,
open MRI and more, we offer
the capabilities of a big

hospital with the individual

care you deserve.

OUR NEW BIRTHING CENTER DELIVERS
EXCEPTIONAL CARE.

| Oakwood Annapolis brings the
highest level of care to the next
generation of our community
with our new Birthing Center.
This award-winning Obstetrical
Unit features Western Wayne

County’s only LDRPs,

combining Labor, Delivery,

Recovery and Postpartum all in the same private room.

LEADING THE FIGHT AGAINSTY CARCER
IN OUR CQ?&B&%N?TY@

Our ati—digitai Breast Care Center offers minimally invasive
breast hiopsy services, with doctors who are experts in
cancer diagnosis and treatment. Additionally, our top-notch

oncology facilities include an Outpatient infusion Center, a

OEO8B2D562

laboratory and radiology capabilities, including CT and
MRI. We're also the leaders in urology, providing advanced

uroiogical treatment of prostate cancer (bracytherapy).

WE WON. YOU WIN.

Oakwood Annapolis has received many awards,' honors and

accolades including the 2007 Michigan Quality Council Award,

the state’s highest honor for outstanding quality and leadership.

We received the Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Appro?a!
for Joint Replacement and we've been acknowiedgedﬁin
Vital magazine as one of the
area's Top Hospitals, We're at
the forefront of the Michigan
Health & Hospital Agsociation’s
Keystone Safety Initiatives, with
award-winning outcomes in ICU
and Obstetrical Care. All of

which means better care for you.

Annapolis delivers unsurpassed care for every member of
the family, young and old alike. All with the warm, friendly
atmosphere you've come to rely on. Méybe the reason we're
50 successfui at caring for families is that we feel we're part

of the family. For more information, visit oakwood.org.

Oakwood

We specialize. In you™

Oakwood Annapolis 33155 Annapolis Street
Hospital Wayne, Michigan 486184  800.543.WELL
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Historic night celebrated by local Demorats Wo

BY KEN ABRAMCZYK
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The party was festive,
the mood nothing short of
eaphoric Tuesday night.

When Barack Obama’s
face loomed large on the
big screens televising
CNN and WDIV at Burton
Manor in Livonia with a
win in Virginia, the local
Democrats cheered.

Moments later, the room
erupted when the networks
named Obatha as the pro-
jected winner. High-fives,
hugs and Obama chants
filled the room.

Standing and watching the
results, Derrick Thornton,

a black voter from Canton,
stood by himself near a
table, soaking in the moment
of history, seeing the first
black man elected president
of the United States.

“I want to cry and I'm try-
ing to hold back the tears,”
Thornton said. “It’s a very
different feeling. It’s the first
time we're seeing a black
man get to that level”

“(Obama’s election) tells
me that people in this coun-
try are accepiing people as
who they are.”

It wasn't lost on the
Thornton, the loud cheers
coming from the mostly
white audience for a black
president, either. :

" “We're so familiar with
each other, rooting for that
persen to get to that posi-
tion,” Thornton said.

Thornton thought Obama
won because “he capitalized
on the issues that the small
person has,”

. “He spoke to our inner-
most feelings,” Thornton
said.

Not only was hlstory made,. |
the pendulum of power now - |
was swinging back to'the . .

Democrats.

Kevin Kelley, onetime
Redford Township supervi-
sor and currently Wayne
County director of senior
services, watched results

with his wife, Connie Marie .

Kelley, who was running for. *

Wayne Coun’cy 3rd C1rc111t

: “In my-50: years, it is. the
» biggest night’I cani'remem-

Sunday and David Sudek, of Livonia; reéct to CNN's projection of an Obama win.

berasa Demoprat ‘Kelley- .
said. “I thotight Michigan
- would be selid, but states-

like Indiana and Louisiana

4 AR

Bring in a canned
food aﬁqn on

to help' those in need
within our community.
At @%@

‘m%f%ﬁw%@

The event takes place on Wednesday,

November 12" from 7am to 6pm

Please join us for Food, Fun & Prizes!

?wmmmmwmmmm

Record™ for ‘é%’ag éﬁ@m ?m* drive @%&gﬁﬁg
a single event, nationwide.

: #
sodexo

OF8a29297

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tanya Miller-Swift of Farmington Hills is overwhelmed with emotion as she calls her mother to qive_her the neWs of
Barack Obama's victory. Linda Nimpson of Canton applauds the historic moment.

would be close. When you
see those numbers in the elec-

| tion, I think it bodes well for

the Democrats for the next 10
or 12 years,”

Kelley thought: Bush’s for-
eign policy “overréached”
which led to Repubhcan
John McCain’s and other
Republican losses Tuesday,

“I can't believe we sunk
that far,” Kelley said. “I hope
we learn a lesson from them ‘
and govern from the middle
S0 We can progress from the
middle.”

House Speaker Andy
Dillon; who was celebratlng
his re-election and defeat of
a recall against him that eve-
mng, called Obaing’s election

“a htstorlc day,” comparing it
to when man landed on the
Moon. '

“Tt crosses a bridge,” Dillen

.said, "Tts a day we'll all
- .remember :

¥

kabramez@hometownlife.com - -

(T34) 9532119 %

towicz, other

mCmeents sweep

Wayne County Treasurer
Raymond Wojtowicz won
easy re-election Tuesday in

the only competitive race for

Wayne County admmlstra-
tive offices.

Sheriff Warren Evans;
Clerk Cathy Garrett and -
Prosecutor Kym Worthy
were returned to office after
facing nominal opposition.
Register of Deeds Bernard
Youngblood faced no opposi-
tion in the general election
Tuesday. The winning incum-
bents are all Demadcrats.

Wojtowicz, 79, a Democrat
from Hamtramck defeated
former Wayne County
Auditor General Brendan’
Dunleavy, a Republican of
Plymouth, after surviving a
strong challenge from
County Commissioner
Phil Cavanagh of Redford
and cothers in the August
Democratic primary.

Wojtowicz has been Wayne
County treasurer since 1976.

During the campaign,
Dunleavy said he didn't
expect to win in the heavily
Democratic Wayne County-
but that he wanted to raise
questions about the account-
ing and contracting practices
of the treasurer’s office and
about the handling of fore-
closed properties.

“I don't think we got a lot
of those issues out there,” he
said Wednesday. “I do intend
to make sure the issues to got
out. These are complicated
issues and we need to find'a
way to break them down so
folks can understand-them.

- He said that his propos-
als for handling foreclosed
properties helped him win
the endorsements of The
Observer and the two Detro1t
dailies.

-.“Maybe Ray will adopt -

some of these ideas,” he said. -

county offices

The follawing vote totals are unoffi-
cialotals for how residents of Wayne

County voted. .
Overall winners are denoted with a &
WAYNE COUNTY SHERIFF
{71 Warren Evans (D) {0).. ... ... 562,144
Taras Hyoriak (8)... - 125513
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER
Brendan Dunleavy (B) . ...-... ... ¥T.919
B Raymond Wojtewicz (0} (i), 522,180
| WAYNE COUNTY REGISTER
OF DEEDS ‘
21 Bernand Youngblood (0) G).. 580,760
WAYNE COUNTY CLERK
&1 Cathy Garrett (B (.. .. .. 53744
Lanaell Buffington (R) ... ... ... 153,447
WAYNE COUNTY PROSECUTOR
&1 4ym Worthy (D) ... .. ... 611493
3RD CIRCUIT COURT
Richard Continghats .., .. ... ... 142247
71 Dasiel Hathaway .. .. ... ... 209,108
Susan Hubbard.. ... .. w . .. 113,017
{7 Congie Marle Relley.., ... ... 117,88t
iynne Pearce . .. ... ... .. 202.23%

John Sufivan.. .., . . . ME.383

Last week, Dunleavy filed a
formal complamt
with the Secretary of State’s
office accusing Wojtowiez of

purchasing radio ads, signs

and other campaign materi- |
als with county funds he con-
trols as treasurer.

The complaint also
accuses Wojtowicz of violat-
ing Michigan’s campaign .
finance act by failing to dis-
close spending of more than
$150,000 to mail campaign
literature.

Dunleavy said he w111
be focused full time on his

... financial consu]tmg busi-

ness.

AT 4.00% APY,
Your Nest Egg
Can Take A Deep Sigh
Of Relief.

Special cé Rate « 4.00%:« 12-month CD + $2,500 minimum balance » Comaﬁ:a Checking acoount sequiréé

800-202-1300 » comerica.com/GreatRates

*hnnual Percontags Yiekd APY) is avaiable for & limited time on oorsumer and husiness acoounts, aad i accirate as of October |, 2008, Funds are
FINC instired up to the markmum amount allowed by law. Package accoint bonuses, coupans or special rates cannot be combined with this-offer.
AComgrica Checklng account is reduires for this offer. Special offer is subjest o change withoat notice at the Bank's discrefion, To receive this APY,
& minimum balance of $2,500 is requirad. Maximam deposit of $5,008.000, Fees may reduce eamings. Substantial penalty for sarly withdrawal,
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AROUND CANTON

Veterans Day service

The Canton Veterans
Memorial Association will
hold a Veterans Day service
at 11 a.m., Tuesday, Nov.

11 at the Canton Veterans
Memorial located west

of the Canton Township
Administration Building,
1150 S. Canton Center Road,
Canton, M1 48188, For more
information, contact John
Spencer at (734) 397-8975 or
johnscott44 @yahoo.com.

Library to close

The Canton Public Library
will be closed on Friday,
Nov. 14 for staff in-service
training. Most online ser-
vices will remain available
to patrens, including access
to account information,
material requests and renew-
als. The library annually
schedules staff in-service for
training and service updates.
While the library is closed,
work will be done on the
main doors and handicapped
access. Regular business
hours will resume Saturday,
Nov. 15.

Township offices to
close

Canton’s administra-

tive offices will be closed
Tuesday, Nov. 11 in obser-
vance of Veterans Day. They
will reopen for normal hours
on Wednesday.

Step and dance show

The African-American
Students Association
at Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park is sponsor-
ing their Autumn Step and
Dance Show at 7 p.m., on
Saturday Nov. 8 at the Salem
High School gym. Step and
dance teams from Wayne and
Oakland counties will per-
form.

We're very excited to host
this show,” said Brenda
Sanders, faculty advisor
for the African-American
Students Association. “There
are some very talented stu-
dents performing and we
would love to have the com-
munity come out to see this
show.”

Trophies and monetary
awards will be given to the
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place win-
ners.

Tickets are on sale at
the Salem, Canton, and
Plymouth high school caf-
eterias during lunch. Tickets
will be sold for $7 at the
door.

Hﬁ‘f’f}’ Houin

_;;s*wa;

Dog Day Care

, While you siré ax wm‘k W

Tired of finding your owa enfertainmemv

loyal friend & cqmm_
734.459.D0GS

We alee offer
Bog Qhadience Olagses

bagioning on Febroary 1et!
Pupky (8 whe iv & menths)
gad Adult Dogs ($ monthe and sver)

Lall or maii for eneolimens fnfe!

Township Clerk Terry Bennett reminded John Chew, whe is volunteering for Karl Zarbo, of the
restrictions on interacting with voters at one of the polling stations Tuesday.

Poll worker
accosted by
man during
election

_ Anunidentified man started a ruckus
“at St. John Neumann Tuesday afternoon
when he took a cigarette away from an-
election worker, who was on a break, and
stated that smoking is “disgusting.” .

“The man, who then harassed another. .
campaign Worker, left the church before
police officers arrived.

He did not vote. . _ .

“It’s our first rumble,” joked Township
Clerk Terry Bennett, who had made her
way to the Warren Road parish to make

LL BRESLER | STAFF PHO £R

VOTERS

FROM PABE Al

And although the majority of voters
in Canton supported Obama, Sen. John
McCain still had many in his corner,
including first-time voter Tara Lang,.

Lang, who voted alongside her mother,
Trina Lang, said McCain solidified her
support after the presidential debates.

“I feel like McCain is more honorable,”
she said. “I think Obama is in some shady
stu

Bennett said interest in the presidential

sure the incident was over.

It was said that the unidentified man
-had confronted the same poll volunieer
about smoking during a previous election.

race was extraordinary with more than
450 voters requesting an absentee ballot
on Monday.

On Saturday, about 76 percent of the
township’s 13,500 absentee ballots had
been returned. That figure had jumped to
93 percent by Monday evening,

And with all of the talk surrounding
the election of the first African-American
president and the possibility of having
selected the first female vice president,

- By Tiffany L. Parks

things will improve as the years go on,”
she said, as she waited for her mother
to finish voting at Discovery Middle

12-year-old Angeil Shrive said it would School.

have been neat if she were old enough to

cast a vote in the historic race, tiparks@hometownlife.com .
“No matter who is in charge, I think (734} 953-2170

BOARD

BILL BRESLER.

the 19,034 that were cast for STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Marsh.
FROM PAGE A1 “I love my community and Trustee N

- 1 am excited about the oppor-
tunity to see it prosper,” said
LaJoy, who will succeed long-
time Supervisor Tom Yack.

“I want to grow on (Canton’s)

background brought a wealth
of experience to the board,
said he had a “great ride” asa
trustee.

“All good things come to an
end,” he said.

In the other township
races, state Rep. Phil LaJoy
defeated David Marsh for the
township supervisor post.
LaJoy, a Republican, pulled
in more than 23,000 votes to

success,”

coasted

26,209,

‘Running unopposed both
Clerk Terry Bennett and new
Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin

Bennett got 27,331 votes
and McLaughlin received

candidate John
Anthony and
supervisor .
candidate Phil
LaJoy wait’ "
during a mid-"
afternoon luII

at St. John .
Neumann Church
in Canton, -
Both men w
Tuesday.

to victory.

473 5. Main St « Plyraouth, Mt 48170
www happyvheundsdaycare.com ¢ plymouthdogmom@msn.com

Look in on thew aa our dogals web cawms!

FARMINGTON HILLS
25100 Haggerty Rd. 1-800-730-6429

-www.suburbanhonda.com

2009 PILOT LX

Suburban Honda

2009 CRV
WD, LX MODEL

1,9%

Financing”

36 Month
Lease

12,000 Miles

36 Month

$2,899 Due at Signmg

12,000 Miles $2,999 Due at Signing

2006 CRVLX |

35,{}08 tmles, certzf:t-ed 7. _Vaiue package

39 ﬂﬂﬂ mﬂes 32 H{}B miies
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McCotter will face a changed, more Democratic Washington

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

When Thaddeus McCotter goes
to Washington in January for the
opening of the 11ith Congress, he
will face a dramatically changed
political environment.

The Livonia Republican won re-
election to represent
Michigan’s 11th con-
gressional District
in the House of
Representatives
Tuesday, but his
party took a hit, By
early Wednesday
morning, Democrats
" were expected to

add to their majori-
_ ty in the House by at least 18 seats.

In the Senate, Democrats were

expected to add to their major-

ity by at least five seats, bringing

them to 56 seats, with four seats

still too close to call.

In addition, Democrat Sen.
Barack Obama of Illinois won a
convincing victory in the presiden-
tial election over Republican Sen.
John McCain of Arizona and will
be setting the agenda for the next
Congress.

Two of McCotter’s fellow
Republicans in the Michigan

McCotter

UNOFFICIAL VOTE TOTALS

M Thaddeus McCotter-R (i)172,282
& Joseph Larkin-D 147,530

B John Tatar-L 5,756

W Erik Shefiey-G 4,829

House delegation were among

the defeated. Democrat Mark
Schauer defeated Republican
incumbent Tim Walberg in the fth
District and Democrat Gary Peters
defeated longtime Republican
Congressman Joe Knollenberg.

In the Michigan Senate race,
longtime Democratic Sen. Carl
Levin easily defeated state Rep.
Jack Hoogendyk with more than
60 percent of the vote.

MeCotter had a relatively easy
time defeating Democrat Joseph
Larkin, a political newcomer.
McCotter won by more than
20,000 votes in the Qakland
County section of his district, but
according to unofficial vote totals
early Wednesday morning he was
only ahead of Larkin by about
3,000 votes in Wayne County.
Also on the ballot were Green
Party candidate Erik Shelley and
Libertarian John Tatar.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Joseph Larkin at the Democratic Party
‘gathering at Burton Manor in Livonia.

“The fundamental goal if re-
elected is to serve your constitu-
ents whether it’s a President Bush,
a President McCain or President
Obama, you look at the interests
of the district and if some things
are good, you vote for them and if
some things are bad, you oppose
them,” McCotter said Tuesday.

Larkin offered his congratula-

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com

JOB FAIR

for EMT Basics & Paramedics Only
Saturday, |
November S8th

tions to McCotter.
“He was the incumbent and had
name recognition and money. If

' I had had the monetary support
| that Mr. (Gary) Peters had, I might
. have won,” Larkin said.

Larkin said he was excited by the

| election of Sen. Barack Obama.

“I look forward to his presidency.

t He is for many of the things I ran
L for,” Larkin said, “Investment in

energy and alternative energy,

_ ending the war in Iraq and bring-

ing the savings back from that so
We can use them to rebulld our
economy.”

MeCotter held his victory party
at Laurel Manor in Livonia. He
and his brother, Dennis, enter-
tained the attendees with some
hard-charging rock and roll as
background music for what would
turn out to be the disappointing
news for Republicans being broad-
cast on a big screen by the Fox
News Channel.

McCoiter is taking a wait and
see attitude on what kind of coop-
eration there will be between
the Democratic majority and
Republicans.

“It’s going to depend on the size
of the majority they bring in,” he
said after completing his musical
set. “The House is obviously dif-

ferent from the Senate. The will of
the majority is designed to prevail
there, so we have less relevance.
The rights of the minority in the
Senate are more powerful, s¢ it"
depends on what number we get of
Republicans and I think the Senate
will determine the starting point.”

On Wednesday morning,
Democrats were short of the 60
votes needed to quash to filibuster.
MeCotter said that might deter-
mine whether Democrats will feel
a need to work with Republicans.

He said he didn’t want to pre-
judge the Democratic leadership
in the House, though he has been
critical of House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi in the past.

“We need to see the size of what
happened, there could be 2 man-
date here, a mandate from the
people to do certain things and
they’ll be justified in doing them
whether they work with us will be
up to them,” he said.

He said the atmosphere will also
depend on the new president.

“It depends on Sen, Obama,
he’s talked about being more of a
uniter and I hope he is,” McCotter
said.

hgaltagher@hometowntife.com
(734) 953-214%

e Doil Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop .
248-543-3115 Mon-Wed, 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, Fi& Sat10 530, 3un 124 _ cletails dolihospltal.col

3647 W. 12 Mile, Betkley

Major Crodit Cards Accepted

AOUN

29707 Six Mile Road, Suite 120

_ Livonia, MI48| 52

7’3&%‘

Dr. Allen Berman Can Help
Yma Achme T!w Smﬁe Yw

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
DMCare Express
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Dr. Allen Berman, Plymouth’s premier Dentist specializing in
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry, has helped countless patients
find their best smiles with a wide range of services including:

» Porcelain ers ® Eﬁm%mg

Dr. Allen Berman, D.D.S.

9430 S. Main Street » Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-2200

Visit our website at:
www.drallenberman.com
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Election winner?
It's the voters

So, we must ask, did you vote on Tuesday? If so, pat
yourself on the back. You're the winner in this election.

Why? Because you voted. Whether you stood in long
lines at the polls, or voted by absentee ballot, you helped
make history.

For many, the luré was the presidential race. The once-
every-four-years event always brings out more voters
than in the off years.

The fact that so many registered voters in Canton
cast their votes in Tuesday’s election is good news. But
it would be even better if every registered voter in the
. township had done so. It’s a clerk’s dream come true to
one day report that there was 100 percent participation.

We can only speculate as to why so many people don’t
take an interest in who is running their township, state
and national governments. And we can only hope that
one day they will see the light and get involved in the
election process,

As for that process, it happens because of the township
clerk (Terry Bennett} and an army of election workers
that work from the wee hours of the morning until late
night, making sure everyone who shows up to vote does
and that every vote gets counted. We can grouse all we
want about the long wait, but it is these election workers
who keep those lines moving,

These workers at township hall and at all the polling
places are the backbone of an election. They make sure
everything is done right. They deserve a big thank you for
what they did on Tuesday.

To all the people who decided to run, the incumbents
and the challengers, we say thank you. Qur election pro-

cess works when people get involved. Running for an-

elective office is no easy job. We appreciate that those
who did face challengers stuck to issues and ideas and
left the mud-slinging to others.

To all the people who took the time to vote, we also say
thank you. Sorting the wheat from the chafe of political
rhetoric, especially at the national level, was no easy task.
You have spoken.

But we ask you to remain involved in the election pro-
cess. Don't wait another four years. There’s plenty of elec-
tions between now and then for you to express an opinion
at the ballot box. Let’s aim for 100 percent voting each
and every election.

Don't aid the emerald ash
borer by moving firewood

Since it first appeared in southeast Michigan in 2002, the
emerald ash borer has spread across the state at an alarm-
ing rate.

More than just a pest, this exotic bug from China has dev-
astated our state’s ash trees. It is estimated that the metallic
green insect has damaged or killed more than 25 million
ash trees in Michigan and at least five other states, with
southeast Michigan being the epicenter of the infestation
and the hardest hit.

Most of us in metro Detroit have seen the damage first-
hand. Many neighborhood streets once lined with stately
ash trees now stand bare. Parks and golf courses have also
been hit hard. In fact, there aren’t many ash trees left in the
original six-county quarantine area of southeast Michigan.,

It is clear, based on how quickly it has spread, that the
emerald ash borer is pretty adept at moving on its own.
Unfortunately, it has been aided by careless or ignorant peo-
ple who have transported dead ash materials, nsually in the
form of firewood, to other parts of the state (and nation).

. Just last week, state agricultural officials confirmed
an isolated emerald ash borer infestation in the Upper
Peninsula’s Schooleraft County. Schooleraft is now the
fourth county in the UP to have confirmed cages of the
destructive pest. State officials believe all the cases are a
result of transported firewood.

Because of its rapid spread, the state has continuously
expanded its quarantine area, which makes it illegal to
transport any hardwood firewood or other hardwood mate-
rials out of the area. The Level I quarantine area includes
21 contiguous counties of southeast Michigan. The Level II
quarantine area, which includes the remainder of the Lower
Peninsula, means people can only move hardwood materi-
als into the Level I quarantine area.

Individuals or businesses found violating the quarantine
are subject to fines ranging from $1,000 to $250, 000 and
jail time of up to five years.

With the firearms deer hunting season right around the
corner, downstaters will be traveling north to their hunting
camps. Many might be tempied to take their firewood with
them. If you're thinking about it, don't do it. The millions of
ash trees in northern Michigan are at risk, and state offi-
cials are doing everything they can to stop the spread of this
destructive insect, including cracking down on those who
violate the quarantine.

Don’t move firewood. Buy firewood when you reach
vour destination and burn it all on site. There are no more
eXCUSes.
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His rifle used to scare me, but now it’s his firewood!”
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- Stop the malfeasance

An article was published in the Canton
Observer written by Kurt Kiban suffi-
ciently detailing the results of 2 meeting
held in Canton Township where a pro-
posed ordinance was reviewed to transfer
tax money from an inflated county parks
millage back to other political commmuni-
ties. A few sensible comments were made
by Wayne County Assistant Executive

, Alan Helmkamp, who said the “proposed”

ordinance was illegal, because it would
constitute a different purpose than what
voters approved, and that proponents

of the new law should expect a lawsuit.
Keith Williams, a commissioner, noted the
potential of a slippery slope, which may
equate to an ice trail.

Common sense people are known to
ask a lot of questions to derive truth and
justice, A comprehensive top down audit
of the bloated Parks bureaucracy should
yield another political scandal. Historically,
those who insist in remaining in the dream
world state of past radical empiricism
and refusing to budge one jota aided by a
mass of confused and hoodwinked follow-
ers should expect full restitution from the
oppressed public. How long will pohtzca,l
malfeasance be permitted?

Tom Yack, the elected Canton supervi-
sor who envisions himself as the CEOQ
of Canton, likes the proposed tax rebate
offered by the commissioners and would
accept it as money in the offering bowl for
his spendthrift and unwise employees to
blow wildly. He inferred in the meeting that
Wayne County mathematicians use slot
machine formulas for their math programs.
History however proves his tribal members
are very adept in creating various random
number generator formulas. So, no real
evidence exists between donkey or elephant
party theories. Rational evidence should
dictate major changes are in order for the
decision-making process to include listen-
ing to citizens with more humbly matured
intelligence who may be better equipped at
employing rationalism, realism, and sound
judgments.

The current trustees may be praying the
e-mail scandal and past poor decisions go
away. Political power rests in the citizens
known as “We ye people.”

Charlie Page
Canton

Make high school start early

1 am of the opinion that Plymonth-
Canton high schoolers should have school
start the latest, rather than elementary
schoolers. Scientific studies have shown
that teenagers are instinctively inclined to
sleep later and stay up later. On the other
hand, they need more time after school for
after-school jobs and sports. What do you
think?

Meg E. (13 years old)
Canton

lliogical move

1 guess 1 just had to comment on the
move of the Observer Newspapers to down-
town Detroit. It seems incongruous to me
that a suburban newspaper would move
into the city. I'm sure the city is delighted,
but what a huge loss for Livonia. The mere
identity of the newspaper group with the
suburbs makes this move seem illogical to

LETTERS

me. I bet i T follow the money, as they say,
it’s probably a strategic move in that direc-
tion. :
Nancy Austin
Canton

Downtown move opposed

Iwas surprised and saddened to read in
the Observer Newspapers several weeks ago
that the editorial employees housed in the
Livonia office for 37 years will be relocated
to a downtown Detroit office.

‘The news of the upcoming move saddens
me for several reasons. One is that as an
Observer community editor for more than
33 years before retirernent, I know first- -
hand that the newspaper builds its strength
on the relationships it has with institutional
leaders, ongoing contacts and typical read-
ers who depend on the newspaper for infor-
mation that can't be found anywhere else.

By relocating the reporters, editors and
photographers to a distant location some 25
miles away from its current location could
be damaging on a direct and indirect basis.
Will readers see the Observer as its “home-
town newspaper” when its phone nmumber
is in a different area code and represent
a toll call for local residents? While many
contacts may continue to communicate by
computer, it's not the same as knowing the
reporter or editor is just a short drive away
if personal contact is required.

. The damage will be psychological as well
asreal

I hope the management reconsiders the
relocation on a financial basis as well as an
editorial one.

By providing reporters, editors and pho-
tographers with lap tops and cell phones, it
would less cost than reimbursing them the
reimbursed mileage and parking fees.

That method would allow editorial
employees the opportunity to spend more
time interacting with veaders, news sources
and the community at large instead of
driving 45 minutes each way to a down-
town office (longer during rush hours and
inclement weather). Such a move down-
town would create a further emotional
distance between the newspaper and the
community it wants to represent.

I also read in the relocation story that
the Oakland County editorial employees
will remain in their current offices near
dovmtowm Birmingham. If saving money
were the key issue in the relocation, why
not transfer those persons to the downtown
Detroit office?

Over the summer, the company had a
large sign outside its Livonia office that it
intends to relocate within the community.

1 find it hard to believe in this peried of
economic hardships and numerous office
vacancies that the Observer couldn't find
a local office location at a reasonable cost
closer to home for most of its employees
and readers.

Hopefully the newspaper I had worked
for more than a third of a century will con-
tinue to represent the needs and wants of
the community instead of corporate bean
counters. But I am not optimistic.

Leonard Poger
Westland

Editor"s note: Leonard Poger was editor of the
Wastland and Garden City editions of the Observer.
He retived in 2000.

Legalize marijuana

Iwas pleased to see Phil Power write an -
article in the Detroit News (Oct. 22) calling -
for a state of Michigan spending decrease
in order to get its financial house in order.”.

Phil has long vexed me with his support
of increased governiment taxation and I feel
as a private business owner that he should -
know our politicians have been on a dnmk—
en spending binge.

In addition, state Rep. (Marc) Corrlveau
called me and I read him the riot act for his -
support of the large tax increase last fall. -
This tax increase did nothing but allow our”
indecisive governor to dole out more money
for continued educational dollars that end

up as compensation for teachers and the ...~ -
school administrators who only work a ...

fraction of the hours of the private sector
and vet enjoy golden-plated wages and
benefits compared to the rest of our society
given the limited hours they work. '
Michigan educational employees enjoy
wage and benefit packages in the top 5-10
percent of the nation compared to their
national counterparts. In addition, the
slimy way that MESSA is allowed to con-
tinue to obfuscate its costs is indefensible
and should be legislatively stopped. They
must have a link with ACORN.
The illegal Westland school teacher
strike should have given the governor cauge
to fire them just as Ronald Reagan had the
courage to do with PATCO, but then shélet
Kwame slide so why expect any different
behavior? In addition, government empio -
€es are contmumgto get raises and enjoy
defined pensions and benefit packages tha
most of the rest of society can’t imagine.
Lastly, I suggested Rep. Corriveau sub-<
mit legislation to legalize marijuana usage
in the same way that we as a society have
legalized alcohol and gambling, It would be
a great tax increase and probably 90 per-
cent of the people who are reading this note
have used this product. Let’s keep the high
school doobie-smokers out of jail and worry
about paying our bills. .
Idonot use or want to use this prod-
uct and I have never spent anickelina %
Michigan casino, either. However, since itis « .
& behavior tried by the vast majority of ot |

population I am calling upon Sen. (Biuce) .

Patterson and Rep. Corriveau to reach -

across the aisle and use this as a source of b
positive funding for the state.

Kevin A.C. Lamhert

Plymoutfi -

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please

_ include your name, address and phone number

for verification. We ask that your tetters be 400 -
words or less, We may edii for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Ghserver
36251 Schoalcraft
Livonia, Mi 48150

Fax:
(734) 591-7279

E-mail:
kkuban@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“With all the homeland secunty issues and our attempts at keeping our schools safe we Il be closed. It's not to
say voters pose a threat, but there are people who take that opportunity.”

= Plymouth-Canton Schools Deputy Superintendent Ken Jacobs, on why district officials decided to close schools |
Tuesday for the election (several polling locations are at district schools)



http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownllfe.com

www.hometownfife.com

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, November 6, 2008

© N

Corriveau: ‘Back to
work' in state House

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

voters, earning 3 691 votes to 1,490 for
Vorva.

Corriveau said his main focus during his-
next two years in the House will be some-
what similar to his goal during his first
two years in office.

“{ want to reach across the (political)
aisle and find solutions that are best for
my district,” said Corriveaun. “That’s what
people are demanding now, they don't
want the bickering anymore. I want to
work as hard as I can to give people who
gave me another shot to be proud of their
decision. That's my focus.”

Vorva said with no money to spend his
job was to make sure Corrivean focused
on the 20th House race and didn’t use any
of his war chest to help Democratic candi-
dates in other districts.

" “We ran a good ground game, a lot of
door-to-door, and made Corrivean and the
Demgocratic Party spend a lot of money,”
said Vorva.

“I'he big voter turnout and (John)
McCain pulling out of the state didn't help,

- Just like two years ago, state Rep. Marc
Corriveau, D-Northville, won't have time

- to bagk in the limelight of Tuesday’s elec-
tion-night victory.

Corriveau is back to work now in
Lansing, representing the 20th House
District after a solid (30,393-20,662) win -
over Republican Jerry Vorva of Plymouth,
But, said Corriveau, who earned his sec-
ond term, this time it’s a little different.

“When I won two years ago they said
was lucky, gave me 24 hours to feel good
with no chance to be re-elected,” said
Corriveau. “When we look at the numbers,

'm pretty confident this time we earned
the right to get back based on the work
we've done.”

The 20th House District includes the
Plymouths, the Northvilles, the city of
Wayne, and a sliver of Canton Township
east of I-2775. Corriveau took more than 70
percent of the vote among those Canton

Tax renewal lets WCCCD ‘build stronger

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

for 10 years. However, this
year’s request, while still a
10-year renewal, was pared
down'to 1.25 mills. As a
result, 62.99 percent of vot-
ers in the district voted yes
compared to a 37.01 percent
no vote.

In the portion of Canton
Township in the college
district, the vote was 2,943
t0 2,403 in favor of the tax
renewal. ‘

The tax, which will take

~ effect in 2011 after the cur-
rent 1.5-mill tax expires,
would cost $125 a year for
a homeowner who has a
$200,000 house with a

spokeswoman for the
Wayne County Community
College District.

“The passage of this
year’s millage renewal
and reduction ballot is
of utmost importance to
Wayne County Community
College District, our stu-
dents and our communi-
ties.”

This is the second time
the college has asked vot-
ers to pass the tax renewal
which expires in 2010.

In 2007%, 60 percent of
voters cast ballots against
the WCCCD plan to renew
the 1.5-mill property tax

What a difference a year
made for Wayne County
Community College offi-
cials, who saw a pared-
down millage renewal pass
muster in Tuesday’s general
election,

“No doubt, the very sur-
vival of this great institu-
tion was at stake and we
are delighted that Wayne
County voters recognized
the need for WCCCD
and demonstrated such a
strong support for this dis-
trict,” said Vidya Moorthy,
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At the Piymouth Culturaf Center, incumbent state
Rep. Marc Corriveau {left) and challenger Jerry
Vorva work the voters arriving to vote.

either,” he said.
“The leadership in the Republican Party
is lacking.”

ures
taxable value of $100,000.

The millage represents 40

percent of the budget for a

79,000-student, five-cam-

pus district.

“The district now
continues to have the
critical resources it
needs to help build a
trained workforce for
southeastern Michigan, to
continue to improve our
student facilities, broaden
our program and course
offerings and most impor-
tantly, continue to trans-
form lives and help build
stronger futures,” Moorthy
said.
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Wayne County Commissioner Kevin McNamara had plenty to celebrate
Tuesday, as he won a second term. He partied with other Democrats at

Livania's Burton Manor Tuesday night.

McNamara wins re-election
for county commission

BY KURT KUBAN
QOBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Wayne County
Commissioner Kevin
McNamara cruised to re-elec-
tion Tuesday night, defeating
rival Steve Johnson by a wide
margin.

Unofficial results from
Wayne County showed
McNamara, a Democrat, earn-
ing more than 60 percent of the
vote with 33,368 votes to his
Republican rival’s 21,180 votes
(39 percent). The victory means
MeNamara will represent the
cornmission’s 11th District for
another two years. The district
includes Canton Township,
Van Buren Township, Sumpter
Township, and the cities of
Wayne and Belleville.

"Itsa good nighttobe a
Democrat,” said McNamara, a
Canton resident who celebrat-
ed Tuesday night at Burton
Manor in Livonia w1th other .
Democrats.

McNamara, 51, also won in
Canton, beating Johnson by
more than 6,000 votes, 23,774
to 17,025,

McNamara praised Johnson,
also a Canton resident, for run-
ning a good campaign.

Johnson, 41, called

McNama.ra. about 1i p.m.
Tuesday to concede the race,
and said the two had a good
conversation.

“I feel good about the race I
ran. Obviously I'm vot happy
about the result, but I feel
did everything I could to win,”
he said. “I feel the district will
be better off for the issues I
brought up. The more people
get educated about what to
expect from county govern-
ment, the better they will be”

Johnson said he will con-
tinue to be active in trying to
make the community better,
and said he can foresee himself
running for another political
office in the future.

As for McNamara, he said
his priority for his next term .
will be “roads, roads, and
roads.” He also said he is com-
mitted to return a portion of
the county’s parks millage back
to local communities, some-
thing he recently championed
with other members of the
commission.

McNamara said he is looking
forward to working with new
Canton Township Supervisor
Phil LaJoy, who won Tuesday.

“T have a good relationship
with Phil LaJoy. I know we'll
work well together,” he said.

"
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