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Mohamed Afify is.reopening the former LaShish 
as LaSharm. 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Back in March, things were look­
ing good for the Centre Village Plaza: 
tenants were in place and the aging 
church that sat north of the plaza 
had been demolished. 

Then, the popular Middle Eastern 
restaurant chain, La Shish, closed 
its doors around metro Detroit 
leaving a prominent spot open in 
Centre Village, which sits near the 
southwest corner of Ford and Canton 
Center roads. 

Now, nearly eight months later, 
another eatery, La Sharm, is set to 
take La Shish's place, but two addi­
tional restaurants, CiCi's Pizza and 
Mariachi Restaurant, have closed. 
their doors, leaving noticeable vacan­

cies in the development. 
The company that owns the 

plaza, Stuart Frankel Development 
Company, was saturated with inqui­
ries immediately following La Shish's 
closure and didn't expect the space 
to be vacant for too long, but Darren 
Frankel says the economy began to 
weigh in. 

"Take a look around," he said, 
adding that the company is "very 
relieved" about La Sharm, which is 
expected to open this weekend. 

La Sharm owner Mohamed Afify 
of Troy had no affiliation with La 
Shish, but said his menu will reflect 
roughly 90 percent of what they 
offered. 

"We're not connected, but we'll 
have the same food and some of the 
same chefs," he said, adding that 

he hopes to woo the former eatery's 
loyal customers. "I think we'll do 
good." 

Debbie Barns, the office manager 
of Sharper Vision, which is located 
inside Centre Village, said she is 
thrilled about La Sharm's arrival. 

"I hope it helps the plaza," she said, 
adding that the development has 
had its share of comings and goings 
in the last several years. "Gateway 
Computers is gone, Dearborn Music 
is gone and now CiCi's is gone." 

The buffet-style pizzeria shut its 
doors less than two months ago 
and an orange sticker dated Sept. 
23 from the township's ordinance 
department has been placed on a 
window. The sticker warns that all 
signs must be removed from the 
space* 

"Dozens of people a day go there" 
thinking it's still open, Barns said. 
"There was no announcement." 

Mariachi, which opened in May 
2007, was the brainchild of Angel 
Silva Gomez. The Puerto Vallarta 
native opened the restaurant with 
his wife, Jennifer, and later created 
another spot in Plymouth, Mariachi 
Dos. Both restaurants are now closed. 

With vacant spaces on both sides 
of La Sharm, Afify said he is opti­
mistic about the future. 

"I'm happy here," he said, noting 
that the owners of La Shish had left 
much of the space's ornate dining 
area in place. "We are going to see 
how it goes." 

tlparks@hometowhlife.com 
(734)953-2170 

Hundreds of 
kids show up 
for annual 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Thousands of costumed 
little ones took over Summit 
on the Park Thursday for the 
annual Trick or Treat Parade. 

In case you missed it, there 
was a hippie, a spider, a blue 
M&M, a couple bottles of 
ketchup, a karate champ, 
Batman, a New England 
Patriot, a baby chicken, bum­
ble bees and several Oompa-
Loompas. 

"This is what it's all about," 
said Leisure Services Director 
Ann Conklin as children and 
their parents snaked through 
17 candy stations at the 
Summit. 

About 2,000 children age 
10 and under were expected 
at the event and less than an 
hour after the parade began, 
the kids had formed a line that 
extended outside the building, 
where a juggler, disc jockey 
and pair dressed as salt and 
pepper shakers entertained < 
the crowd. * 

While they waited, some 
kids adjusted their masks and 
the mother of one princess 
gave her daughter's perfect 

BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Juggler Joe Chasney entertains families waiting to enter the Summit for the annual Trick or Treat Parade on 
Thursday. 

Editor's note: To see a photo gallery 
of Thursday's Trick or Treat Parade, 
please visit our Web site at www.! • 
hometownlife.com. fc 

spirals one last shot of hairt.' 
spray. 

The juggler, Joe Chasney, 
had fun with the crowd as 
he told one boy, whose mask 
featured two monster faces, 
that he was going to call the 

Ghostbusters on him. 
"Stop looking so mean," he 

pleaded. 
Once inside and armed with 

the classic, plastic pumpkin, 
the youngsters collected candy 
as tney walked through the 
stations of varying themes, 
including Cinderella, Winnie 
The Pooh and the sports teams 
of Michigan State University, 
the University of Michigan 
and Ohio State University. 

As she kissed her 5-month-
old daughter on the forehead, 
Andrea Schimmelpfenneg of 
Canton watched as her 2-year-
old daughter collected another 
batch of goodies and said she 
was having a good time at the 
parade. 

"I wanted to do something 
different and this is our first 
experience here," she said. "We 
have started a tradition." 

Schools closed for election day 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

For the first time in recent 
memory Plymouth-Canton 
Schools will be closed on elec­
tion day. 

Student safety played the key 

role in the decision to close the 
district Tuesday, Nov. 4, for the 
general election. 

"With all the homeland secu­
rity issues and our attempts 
at keeping our schools safe 
we'll be closed," said Deputy 
Superintendent Ken Jacobs. "It's 

not to say voters pose a threat, 
but there are people who take 
that opportunity." 

Jacobs said there were too 
many issues to overcome to 
have both school and elections 

Please see ELECTION, A3 

Abagale Tyler, a fifth grader at Tonda, fills out her voter registration form 
for the mock voting process. 

Mock vote gets 
Tonda students 
involved in election 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Students at Tonda 
Elementary will be holding 
their own presidential elec­
tion Monday, the results of 
which may be a precursor to 
the Tuesday, Nov. 4 general 
election. 

And, like any other voter, 
9-year-old Colton Borke of 
Canton Township has the 
facts to make an informed 
decision on who he wants for 
president. 

"I know (John) McCain 
has seven kids and(Barack) 
Obama has two," said Colton, 
a Tonda fourth-grader. '1 

think I'll vote for McCain... 
but I don't know why." 

The school's Library Media 
Specialist, Donna Sarrach, 
declared this the Year of the 
President at Tonda. Each week 
during library time Sarrach 
has discussions with the K-5 
students about the presiden­
tial election, the civic respon­
sibilities of a U.S. citizen and 
helped each to register to 
vote. Students also listened 
to speeches by candidates 
running for student council 
before voting this past week. 

"I learned that James 
Madison is the smallest 

Please see STUDENTS, A5 

ilitary veterans: Share your memories 
The "Observer & Eccentric" is looking for photographs and stories from 
local veterans. Send us your memories, anecdotes, and stories 
- no longer than 200 words - and we'li publish them in an upcom­
ing issue. Include a photo from your time in the service, as well as a 
recent photo. E-mail the photos - attached as JPEGs - and information to 
sdargay@hometownlife.com or mail to Sharon Dargay at the"Observer S 
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150. 
Be sure to include a telephone number and your city of residence.. 
Submissions must be received by Tuesday, Nov. 4. All memories and photo­
graphs will be published in the Sunday, Nov. 9, edition. 

For Home 
Delivery call: 

(866) 887-2737 

© The Observer 
& Eccentric 
Newspapers 

Volume 34 
Number 37 

Receive up to V 
100 with your new 
checking account! 

$ 53174 10007 a 

Learn how at www.cfcu.org 

Or call (734) 453-1200 • (877) S37 

INDEX 

Bfrir <jifj"s "fifty Sw, fcr.c'rt" fa NCUA 

APARTMENTS 
AUTOMOTIVE 

CLASSIFIED 
HEALTH 

HOMETOWNLIFE 

Joss 
NEW HOMES 

OBITUARIES 
OPINION . 

REAL ESTATE 

SERVICE GUIDE 
SPORTS 

D2 
D5 

C1-D6 
B5 
C1 

C11 
D1 
C4 
A11 
02 
D4 
Bl 

coverage: 
Endorsements, A7, A11 
Letters, A5, A7 

http://www.hometownlifexom
mailto:tlparks@hometowhlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
mailto:sdargay@hometownlife.com
http://www.cfcu.org


A 2 ( C P ) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 2,2008 
Www.hometownlife.com 

my campaign, please calf me directly at (734) 418-2944 or visit my website at www,$yetftaj. com 

Paid for by Syed Taj for Trustee »1244 M tiibrook R&, Canton Mi 48188 

http://Www.hometownlife.com


Www.hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, November 2,2008 ( O A3 

i y P 0 N District voters asked to approve two ballot measures 
in the buildings on the same 
day. There are issues dealing 
with serving lunch, and the 
Americans With Disabilities 
Act requirements involving 
elections, Jacobs said, not to 
mention parking issues. 

"We made a conscious deci­
sion to fix the issues and the 
solution was not to have school 
those days," Jacobs said. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2172 

THE 2008 GENERAL ELECTION 
When: Tuesday, Nov. 4, polls are 
open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Where: Canton Township has 39 
different voting precincts. There 
are a total of five different bal­
lots, depending on where you 
live, fo see a map of the differ­
ent voting locations, as well as a 
sample ballot for the precinct in 
which you live, visit the Canton 
clerk's Web site at www.canton-
mi.org/cierk/voting.aspx. 
• You can also visit our Web site 
at www.hometownlife.com and 
click on the Canton Observer 
link to find a sample ballot. 
Also, please visit our Web site 
on Tuesday for updated election 
information, including an elec­
toral map, which will'be available 
on election night. 
• Voters needing help getting to 
the polls election day can utilize 
Michigan 2-1-1, which can provide 
transportation to the polls and 
help finding information on can­
didates and ballot proposals. It's 
an initiative sponsored by the 
Michigan Participation Project, a 
non-partisan, non-profit group 
dedicated to expanding the role 
of non-profit organizations in 
voting and elections. Michigan 
2-1-1, the health and human ser­
vice equivalent of 9-1-1 to give or 
get help, currently services 71 
percent of Michigan's population 
through regional call centers. 

BY PEGGY WALSH-SARNECKI 

GANNETT NEWS SERVICE 

Voters in the Van Buren 
Public Schools district will 
be asked Tuesday to approve 
a millage for a new Belleville 
High School and changes in 
a millage passed in 1998 to 
pay for improvements to other 
schools. 

The Belleville-area district 
serves about 6,580 students 
and has nine K-12 schools and 
three specialty schools. The 
district boundaries include the 
southwest portion of Canton 
Township. 

The new high school would 

cost up to $79 million and 
raise taxes by 2.98 mills. On a 
home with a taxable value of 
$100,000, that would.be $298 
a year. 

The proposal for the 1998 
millage would reduce that mill-
age 0.13 mills, to 1.13 mills. 
The owner of a home with 
a taxable value of $100,000 
would save $13 per year. 

Taxable value is half or less 
than a house's market value. 

The new high school would 
be built in stages on the site of 
the current school. Only the 
music wing, auditorium and 
cafeteria would remain. Those 
areas were built in the 1990s, 

and reusing them will save an , 
estimated $8.5 million in con­
struction costs. The rest of the 
school was built in 1926 and 
renovated following a fire in 
1956. Students would be moved 
into the new building as each 
section is completed. 

The new school would add 
about 132,000 square feet 
and hold about 150 more 
students. It would have 24 
more classrooms and a media 
center almost double in size, 
plus more gym space and an 
enlarged pool. 

The sinking fund millage 
originally passed in 1998 at 
1.28 mills and was autho­

rized to build two elemen­
tary schools, Edgemont and 
Rawsonville, and add media 
centers and gyms to Elwell and 
Haggerty elementary schools. 
However, since the millage 
passed, property values in the 
school district have increased. 
The millage has generated a 
surplus of $4.6 million that 
is not needed for the original 
purpose and continues to gen­
erate revenue that can't be used 
for anything other than the 
projects already completed. 

"When they calculated this 
back in 1998, they calculated 
it on the tax that was being 
collected from property back 

then," said Paul Henning, dis­
trict communications special- '. 
ist. 

"Over the last 10 years, our 
property values have gone up." 

The district is proposing low­
ering the millage and chang­
ing the purpose of the sinking 
fund, so the surplus and other 
revenue generated can be used 
for repairs. 

"It's a win-win situation," 
said Kelly Owen of Belleville, 
who has children in the second, 
fifth and seventh grades. 

The bonds were refinanced 
at a lower interest rate two 
years ago and can't be paid off 
until 2015. 
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THE TRUTH FROM THE DESK OF TOM YACK 
October 31,2008 

am writing you to address the issue of our roads. Our current commissioner Kevin McNamara 
to have $23 million coming to Canton for new roads. This jUst is not true. He is using 
ions through the year 2030. This is misleading at best! McNamara cfearly has not delivered. 

Sincerely, 
TomYack 
Canton Township Supervisor 

The TRUTH on a couple more troubling issues: 
Canton Township has sent $8.5 million to the 
County over the past 12 years in a recreation 

age, and $7.9 million has been given to 
communities. Detroit sent $20 million and 

received $31 million back. Did Detroit get our 

has not delivered! 

July 12, 2008 
"Kevin McNamara is unwilling to spend more 
money to prosecute Kwamee Kilpatrick"????? 

McNamara has not delivered! 
Steve Johnson was on record in favor of giving 
Kym Worthy adequate funds to prosecute 
Kwamee Kilpatrick. 

It's time for someone other than a 
to represent us in Wayne County! , J » 

igent and energetic, and proven he is 
We have no doubts that he would make 

commissioner and represent the district well." 

(Dbserucr oct 19 2008 Raid for by: Steve Johnson.for County Commissioner 
42204 HarMijrd S-Canton, Mr4818? 

Mew Name * New Face * New Voice * New Ideas 
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LETTERS 

In the interest of accuracy, I 
am writing in response to Mr. 
Roesers' Oct. 23 letter to the 
editor in which he erroneously 
claimed that I solicited former 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick's 
endorsement of my candidacy 
for 35th District judge. I can 
only assume that he made an 
honest mistake considering 
the fact that I am endorsed 
by Wayne County Prosecutor 
Kym Worthy, who as we all 
know successfully prosecuted 
Mr. Kilpatrick's case with the 
utmost class and dignity. As 
a district court prosecutor I 
couldn't be more proud to have 
the endorsements and sup­
port of Ms. Worthy, the state's 
chief law enforcement official, 
Attorney General Mike Cox, 
and over 60 Judges. 

signs are now gone while his 
opponent's signs remain in 
place. 

For the past 25 years I have 
served in the United States 
military, prepared to defend 
the rights and freedoms of 
this nation's citizens. Among 
these is our right to support a 
political candidate of our own 
choosing. 

It saddens me that someone 
would steal yard signs in appar­
ent disagreement with a differ­
ing political position. This despi­
cable act performed in the dark 
of the night is as un-American as 
anything I can imagine. 

To the persons who have 
been steeling Senator McCain 
signs, please stop and think 
about the terrible price he and 
so many of our nation's heroes 
have paid to protect the rights 
of every citizen. 

Barone?" 
Having spent considerable 

time with Joe Barone, I know 
that he is one of the finest 
attorneys that I have ever met. 
He is remarkably intelligent 
in all areas of the law. He and 
his wife, Maria, have built 
their Main Street law practice 
from scratch. You will see Joe 
as a volunteer at many, many 
community events. He has the 
remarkable quality of being a 
good listener. And over all, he 
is one of nicest guys you will 
ever meet. 

I encourage all those citi­
zens that voted for me in the 
August primary to consider Joe 
Barone and I'm sure that the 
other candidates feel the same 
and ask that you vote for Joe 
Barone because he will make a 
great judge. 

Jim Malinowski 
Canton 

Plakas more qualified 
I was very surprised after 

receiving a mailer from Joe 
Barone this weekend. He 
paints an appealing picture 
of himself on TV and his Web 
site as being truly impartial. 
Barone claims how important 
it is forjudges to distance 
themselves from partisan poli­
tics. Then his mailer came with 
a one-sided list of his support­
ers and I realized that he is no 
different from so many other 
politicians - dishonest and mis­
leading. 

Mr. Barone - don't tell us 
what sounds good to win you a 
vote, just tell us the truth. He 
also said that his endorsements 
where based on friendships. 
Shouldn't endorsements be 
based on qualifications and 

Please see LETTERS, A7 

STUDENTS 
FROM PAGE A1 

president and he was also 
the lightest (in weight)," 
said Kaitlin Harries, 9, of 
Canton, who was running 
for student council secre­
tary. "I'm not really sure 
what they do, but my mom 
- when she was younger 
- she ran for secretary and 
told me it was a lot of fun, so 

that's why I'm interested." 
Fourth-grader Erika 

Lindberg of Canton knows 
it's important to study the 
presidential candidates and 
what they stand for. 

"Because you wouldn't 
want to vote for the wrong 
president who would do 
bad for the country," said 
Rebecca. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2172 

WANT 

candidate for 35th District Court 
judge 

Saturday morning I dis­
covered that my "Veterans for 
McCain" yard sign had disap­
peared during the night. As 
I drove around the neighbor­
hood, it became apparent that 
nearly all the John McCain 

Canton 

If you read this newspaper 
and have been receiving any 
of the many mailings from 
the "Joe Barone for Judge 
Committee" you have read that 
all four former candidates for 
35th District judge, Martha 
Snow, Cam Miller, Art Butler 
and I, are now supporting 
Joe Barone. You have to ask 
yourself, "Why would all these 
former candidates prefer Joe 
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Salute to service 

Canton will honor area ser­
vicemen and women who have 
served and who are currently 
serving in our ArVny, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, Coast Guard, 
National Guard, and Reserves 
from 2-4 p.m., Sunday, Nov; 9, 
at the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill. The "Salute to Service" 
ceremony will recognize our 
military personnel in active 
duty and our veterans for their 
exceptional commitment and 
dedication. 

Photos of Caiiton residents 
who are currently in our 
Armed Forces will be on dis­
play during this program. The 
public is encouraged to attend 
this free event, sponsored by 
Canton Township, Canton 
Community Foundation, and 
Canton Veterans Memorial 
Association. A short program 
will take place on the Theater's 
main stage at 3 p.m. 

For more information please 
call (734) 394-5193 or visit 
www.canton-mi.org. 

New Historical Society 
board 

The Canton Historical 
Society would like to announce 
the elected board members 
for the 2009 year. They are 
Elizabeth Carlson, David 
Curtis, Martin Hershock, 
Richard Barker, Gregg King 
and Ronnie "Curtis. They will 
join Bill Tesen, Tom Barker and 
Karen Russell. 

The Society is always look­
ing for volunteers to help with 
events and work on commit­
tees. If interested please con­
tact the Society at (734) 307-
0088. 

Family dance 
Canton's littlest princesses 

and superheroes are invited to 
suit up for an adventure and 
dance the afternoon away at 
the Princess and Superhero 
Family Dance on Saturday, 
Nov. 15 at the Summit on 
the Park. The action takes 
place from 3:30-6 p.m. in the 
Summit's Grand Ballroom, 
located at 46000 Summit 
Rarkway. Families will be able 
to enjoy music, dancing, punch, 
cookies and an exciting balloon 
drop. 

Be sure to Invite that special 
little lady or young gentleman 
in your life and enjoy an after­
noon of dancing to age-appro­
priate music and light refresh­

ments. Keepsake photos will be 
available for an additional cost. 
Pizza, pop, and souvenirs will 
also be available for a nominal 
fee. 

Tickets are currently on sale 
now for $8 per person for resi­
dents and $10 per person for 
non-residents. Children two 
and under will be admitted for 
free. Both parents and youth 
will require a ticket for admis­
sion. Space is limited, so don't 
put those Halloween costumes 
away just yet and register 
today. 

For more information or to 
register, visit leisure.canton-
mi.org or call (734) 394-5460. 

Canton Newcomers 
The Canton Newcomers 

monthly meeting scheduled 
for 7:15 p.m., Nov. 5 will wel­
come Jeannette Williams from 
the Canton Summit Aquatic 
and CPR Center, who will be 
speaking on how we can best 
handle emergency situations at 
home (someone falling or faint­
ing, general cuts, and other 
home disasters) and the best 
remedies for these situations. 
Demonstrations will be done 
with club volunteers. 

In addition, Showroom 
of Elegance will be holding 
a "Gold Party." Bring your 
unwanted jewelry to be paid in 
cash for your items. This event 
also supports our club's fund-
raising goals. 

The group welcomes new 
members and visitors, includ­
ing residents who have lived in 
Canton a few months to more 
than 50 years. 

The meeting will take place 
at the Sunflower Subdivision 
Clubhouse at 45800 Hanford 
Road, Canton. For more infor­
mation, visit the group's Web 
site at www.cantonnewcomers. 
org for more information or 
call Melanie at (734) 660-2328. 

Canton Economic Club 
Wayne County Airport 

Authority CEO Lester 
Robinson will be the guest 
speaker at the Canton 
Economic Club luncheon on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 11:30 
a.m., at the Summit on the 
Park. 

The luncheon is open to any­
one who wishes to attend. The 
cost is $20. Reservations are 
required and can be made by 
calling 394-5185. 

The Economic Club hosts 
semi-annual luncheons with 
special guest speakers. The 

luncheons were developed 
with the purpose of introduc­
ing Canton's business and 
professional sector to leaders 
in the areas of manufacturing, 
government, entertainment, 
health care and economics. 

Women wanted 
The goal of the Canton 

Business & Professional 
Women (BPW) is to promote 
full participation, equity and 
economic self-sufficiency for 
America's working women. The 
group will host its next month­
ly meeting from 6-8 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 10 at Palermo's 
Restaurant, 44938 Ford Road, 
Canton. The guest will be Deb 
Mulka from The Parent Talk 
System on Communications. 
The group is always looking for 
new members. 

For more information please 
contact June Nicholas at (313) 
610-2561 or junenicholas© 
comcast.net. Please RSVP for 
this meeting. 

Business Network 
Professionals 

Business Network 
Professionals, a local chap­
ter of Business Network 
International, meets weekly 
from 7-8:30 a.m. at the Canton 
Coney Island at the corner of 
Lilly and Joy roads. Any person 
in business in the Plymouth, 
Canton and surrounding area 
is invited to attend as a guest 
and meet with other busi-
nesspersons, for purposes of 
networking, referrals, and sup­
porting one another. 

Contact Bill MacFarland, 
chapter president, at (734) 812-
3845 for more information. 

Salem sports fund-raiser 
Salem High School wrestling 

and football teams are having 
a Texas hold-em poker fund­
raiser Nov. 6 through Nov. 9 at 
the Shark Club of Canton on 
Ford Road just east of Lilley 
in Canton. Call Don Turner 
at (734) 812-0504 if you have 
questions. 

A Toast to Canton 
A wine and food tasting 

event to raise funds for the 
Canton Rotary Club, elementa­
ry playground equipment and 
the Leadership Canton Alumni 
Scholarship Fund is scheduled 
for Friday, Nov. 7, from 7-9 
p.m. at Waltonwood at Cherry 
Hill (42600 Cherry Hill Road). 

There will be approximately 

Susan ffl Hubbard 
WAYNE COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE 

A Name You Can Trust! 
EXPERIENCE-

Attorney with over 17 
years experience in 
Wayne County courts. 
Wayne County 
Mediator. Third 
Hubbard generation to 
serve in office. Wayne 

County Commissioner for over 15 years 
overseeing county's Legal Department. 

INTEGRITY- Authored Wayne county's 
first Ethics Law and other laws aimed at 
ending cronyism and nepotism in 
Wayne county government. The Detroit 
News wrote, "Susan Hubbard has acted 
as the county watchdog in pursuit of 
efficiency and accountability throughout 
county government." 

^-Endorsed by Wayne County 
Sheriffs/Airport Police 

Vote Non-Partisan, Nov. 4th a 

A heart-warming comedy 
Actors Meg daPonte, Jerry Carney, Barbara Bloom and Cara Manor of the 
local theater group Spotlight Players will perform the comedy "You Can't 
Take It With You" Nov. 21,22,23,28,29,30, Dec. 5-6 at the Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill. Showtime is 8 p.m. except for Nov. 23 and 30, which will be 
matinee performances at 2 p.m. The show is about a family that lives the 
credo, "If you aren't having any fun, why do it?" Many people are familiar 
with the 1939 Oscar winning movie starring Jimmy Stewart and directed 
by Frank Capra. However, the play, written by George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart, won the 1937 Pulitzer Prize. The Village Theater at'Cherry Hiil is 
located at 50400 Cherry Hill Rd in Canton, Michigan 48176. To buy tickets, 
which cost $15-$18, or for more information, visit www.spotlightplayers.net 
or call the box office at (734) 394-5300. 

20 wine taBles with a wide 
variety of red and white wines. 
A large assortment of hors 
d'oeuvres provided by Holiday 
Market is also included in the 
ticket price. Space is limited 
to 300 guests. Tickets are $35 
in advance, and, if available, 
$40 at the door. Tickets can be 
purchased at Holiday Market 
and the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The event is sponsored by 
Holiday Market, Waltonwood 
at Cherry Hill and the 
Leadership Canton Alumni 
Association in cooperation 
with the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce and Charter 
Township of Canton. For more 
information, please call the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 
at (734) 453-4040 or the 
Canton Supervisor's office at 
(734)394-5185. 

Seniors security seminar 
The Canton Senior Safety 

Coalition and Canton Public 
Safety have scheduled their 
annual Seniors Safe, Sound & 
Secure seminar for Wednesday, 
Nov. 12, from noon-3 p.m., at 
Canton's Summit on the Park. 

This year's event will 
include guest speakers from 
The Senior Alliance speaking 
on HIV/AIDS concerns for 
seniors, Medicare fraud, Senior 
Alliance programs such as 
adult day care, caregiver sup­
port, holiday meals program 
and legal assistance. Speakers 
rill also talk about Single 
i'oint of Entry — a clearing 
joint for seniors who need help 
deciding if at home or nursing 
home care is needed. Police 
and fire personnel will also 
speak and have handouts avail­
able. 

This free event includes a 
pizza lunch. For reservations 
contact the Canton Senior 
Desk at (734) 394-5485. 

Sounds of Canton 
The Sounds of Canton will 

perform a "We are the World" 
concert on at 7 p-m., Friday, 
Nov. 7 and 2 p.m., Nov. 8 at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill. The aged 55 and older 
singers will embark on a musi­
cal tour and pay tribute to our 
brothers and sisters around 
the globe with this cultural 
concert. Featured songs rep­
resent numerous cultures and 
countries, including songs 
such as "La Vie en Rose," 
"Somewhere My Love," "The 

Lion Sleeps Tonight," "Brazil," 
and "Scarborough Fair." 

Ticket are $10 for adults and 
$8 for seniors and youth. For 
more information or to pur­
chase tickets online, visit www. 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
at Summit on the Park or the 
Village Theater box office. The 
Village Theater ticket office 
will also be open one hour 
prior to each performance. 

The Sounds of Canton sing­
ers welcome anyone 55 and 
older with a love of music to 
join their volunteer group. 
Often the group sings for fellow 
senior clubs, nursing homes, 
community clubs and school 
groups throughout the metro­
politan area. For details check 
out the Canton Discover bro­
chure, which can be download­
ed at leisure.canton-mi.org. 

For more information 
call (734) 394-5485, e-mail 
seniors@6anton-mi.org, or 
visit leisure.canton-mi.org. 

Hazardous waste 
collection 

The Wayne County 
Department of Environment's 
Land Resource Management 
Division will be holding a 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, Nov. 
8 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Westland DPS Yard located 
at 37137 Marquette, just east 
of Newburgh Road. This free 
event is open to Wayne County 
residents only and is an excel­
lent opportunity to make your 
home and environment safe 
by properly disposing of waste 
that is considered toxic, flam­
mable or corrosive. 

Examples of acceptable 
waste being collected include 
household paints, stains, dyes, 
floor wax, floor care products, 
carpet cleaner, furniture pol­
ish, bathroom cleaners, stain 
removers, solvents, nail pol­
ish, glue, fertilizer, lawn and 
garden chemicals, pesticides, 
antifreeze, motor oil, gaso­
line, automotive batteries and 
dry cell batteries, fluorescent 
bulbs, fire extinguishers, 
mercury fever thermometers, 
smoke detectors, computer 
monitors, printers, scanners, 
mice, keyboards, cell phones, 
fax machines, copiers, and tele­
visions. 

Items that will not be accept­
ed include commercial waste, 
industrial waste, radioactive 

materials, explosives, ammuni­
tion, shock sensitive materials, 
household trash, 55-gallon 
drums, refrigerators, micro­
waves or other appliances, 
tires, yard waste and concrete. 
For information on how to 
dispose of these items, contact 
the Wayne County Resource 
Recovery Coordinator at (734) 
326-3936. 

For more information or to 
obtain a complete list of what 
will and will not be accepted, 
please call (734) 326-3936 or 
visit www.waynecounty.com. 

Chorus help 
The Canton Community 

Youth Chorus and Adult 
Chorus, under the direction 
of David Welling, is currently 
accepting new members. The 
Youth Choir is comprised of 
boys and girls 6-15 years of 
age, while the Adult Chorus is 
for anyone 16 years of age and 
older. 

The purpose of these groups 
is to provide an outlet for 
those individuals interested in 
singing in an organized choir. 
Various vocal and performing 
skills will be taught through 
vocal exercises and choral 
work. The groups will explore 
many styles of music, including 
classical, pop, musical theatre 
and jazz. Whether you are a 
beginner or have performed in 
choirs before, come and enjoy 
this shared musical experience. 

The chorus' concerts this 
season included an on-stage 
dress rehearsal on Dec. 11 with 
the main stage performance 
schedule on Dec. 12, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill. Tickets for this 
entertaining performance are 
just $12. 

The Adult Chorus meets 
every Monday from 7:30-9:30 
p.m. in the Biltmore Studio of 
the Village Theater, located at 
50400 Cherry Hill Road. The 
Youth Chorus meets Monday 
evenings from 6-7 p.m., also in 
the Biltmore Studio. 

The cost to join the Youth 
Chorus is $40. There is a $50 
fee to join the Adult Chorus. 
Register at the Summit on 
the Park. For more informa­
tion contact, Jennifer Tobin, 
Canton Arts Coordinator at 
(734) 394-5484 or by e-mail at 
jtobin@canton-mi.org. 

Attention crafters 
Connection Church (pre­

viously Tri-City Christian 
Center) is currently accepting 
applications for its Annual 
Holiday Craft Fair on Dec. 6 
(11 a.m.- 4 p.m.). Connection 
Church is located at 3855 
Sheldon Road in Canton, north 
of Michigan Avenue. 

For more information con­
tact Sharon Chefan (734) 397-
1777 or sharon@connection-
church-info. 

Christmas assistance 
program 

The Salvation Army 
Plymouth Corps is currently 
accepting applications for 
Christmas assistance for resi­
dents of Northville, Plymouth, 
Canton, and Belleville. 
Families in need of assistance 
should contact The Salvation 
Army at (734) 453-5464 to set 
up an appointment. Candidates 
will be interviewed on 
Tuesdays and Fridays through 
Nov. 14. 

Applicants will need to bring 
picture ID for all household 
residents, proof of household 
income and expenses. For more 
information, please contact 
The Salvation Army Family 
and Community Ministries 
office at (734) 453-5464. 

Paid for by Susan Hubbard for ]udge 
4308 Schaefer, Dearborn, Ml 48126 • (313) 468-7077 

OUR STAND 

INSURING YOUR HOME & CAR TOGETHER 

SHOULDBEANO-BRAINER. 
(JUST THINK OF ALL THE MONEY YOU'LL SAVE.) 

Call me today to see how much 

you could save with Allstate's 

home & auto discounts. 

(734)525-9610 

Cheryl Bowker Agency 
31221 Five Mile Road 
Livonia 
cherylbowker@aUstate.com 

Call for a free quote 
/instate 

You're in good hands. 

Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower.Ailstate 
Insurance Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company and Allstate Indemnity Company; Northbrook, IL © 2007 Ailstate 
Insurance Company. 
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OUR VIEWS 

We endorse McCotter, Dunleavy 

* \ 

McCotter 

This promises to be a good year for 
Democrats in their effort to retain and 
expand their control of the U.S. House 

of Representatives. 
A troubled economy 

and widespread concern 

1 -j. j J over jobs, health care and 

; retirement are expected 
I to benefit Democratic 

candidates. 
But in t h e l l t h 

Congressional District, 
Republican Thaddeus 
McCotter of Livonia is 
expected to win easy re­
election in a predomi­
nantly Republican dis­
trict. He faces Democrat 
Joseph Larkin, a Livonia 
attorney; Green Party 

^ k ^ j candidate Erik Shelley of 
HHR\ c ^ fiS Redford; and Libertarian 

candidate John Tatar, 
Dunleavy a r e t i red Livonia school 
teacher. 

Larkin has presented the Democratic 
case and has deep concerns about the 
war in Iraq and the foreclosure prob­
lems, but he lacks government and polit­
ical experience. 

McCotter is a bright, articulate man. 

He sees himself as a true conservative 
and, as chair of the Republican House 
Policy Committee, he helps the party set 
its conservative agenda. He was a leader 
in a group that opposed the Bush bank 
rescue plan, though he has generally 
supported the president on most of his 
initiatives. 

Still, as a member from southeast 
Michigan, he also votes the district on 
issues involving trade, the auto industry 
and minimum wage. 

Given his intelligence, his flexibility 
on issues of local importance, his broad 
legislative experience and his constitu­
ent service, we support the re-election of 
Thaddeus McCotter for a fourth term. 

Wayne County offices 
In heavily Democratic Wayne County, 

countywide elective, offices are usually 
decided in the primary. This year is no 
different. 

Prosecutor Kym Worthy ran unop­
posed in the pr imary and general 
election. Register of Deeds Bernard 
Youngblood is unopposed in the general 
election. Sheriff Warren Evans and Clerk 
Cathy Garrett have nominal opponents 
in the general election. 

The only race drawing any interest this 
year is the race for treasurer. Incumbent 
Raymond Wojtowicz, 79, who has served 
in his position for 32 years, faced 10 
opponents in the Democratic prima­
ry, including a strong bid by coun­
ty Commissioner Phil Cavanagh of 
Redford. 

On Tuesday, Wojtowicz faces 
Republican Brendan Dunleavy, 48, of 
Plymouth, former Wayne County audi­
tor general. 

As county auditor, Dunleavy released 
a scathing audit of the Treasurer's 
Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund in 
2004. In the audit, Dunleavy says that 
Wojtowicz would not cooperate and sup­
ply information. Dunleavy raised ques­
tions about the department's accounting 
practices, awarding of no-bid contracts 
and other "irregularities." Wojtowicz 
said the audit was politically motivated 
and procedures have improved. 

We believe that Dunleavy has raised 
serious concerns and offers interest­
ing ideas for helping people facing tax 
foreclosure and for handling foreclosed 
properties that come into the possession 
of the county. We believe it is time for a 
change in the treasurer's office and sup­
port Brendan Dunleavy for treasurer. 
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experience? Our community 
can do better than "friendly" 
back scratching. The choice is 
clear. Jim Plakas is far more 
qualified, has bi-partisan back­
ing, and his endorsements are 
from people who truly know 
the courts. 

Nick Wilson 
Canton 

A candidate with vision 
A trustee with a heart and a 

trustee with passion - Canton's 
his first love. Building bridges 
as a team member - build­

ing many friendships along 
the way. Financing important 
issues while staying true to 
his community's roots. Using 
words that ignite inspiration, 
while getting the job done. 
Keeping Canton on the right 
track - moving carefully with 
the ebb and flow - trusting that 
the path that's already, trod­
den in our backyard today, will 
continue to be utilized for the 
common good. 

Electing Karl will keep 
Canton's trail blazing vision 
as he's running on the proven 
course - supporting the needs 
of tomorrow. 

Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin 
Canton 

Fresh Ground Beef 
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6 Steaks Value Pack 
4 

* Boneless Skinless 

l i & CHICKEN 
?a:F BREAST 
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, interest groups undermine judi 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

When Edward Thomas ran 
for the Michigan Supreme 
Court in 2000, he estimates 
that almost $20 million dol­
lars was spent in a campaign 
for three court seats. 

"Why would anyone spend 
that much money for a 
Supreme Court justice seat 
that pays approximately 

$165,000 a year," he said 
during a forum Wednesday 
at Schoolcraft College. "It's 
because of the decisions that 
are made that benefit certain 
people." 

The role of money and out­
side influence on the court 
were the topic of "A Fair and 
Impartial Michigan Supreme 
Court," sponsored by the 
League of Women Voters 
Oakland Area. 

The forum comes when 
incumbent Justice Clifford 
Taylor faces Judge Diane 
Hathaway in another expen­
sive and politically charged 
judicial campaign for the 
Supreme Court. 

State Rep. Paul Condino 
(D-Southfield), chair of the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
was moderator for a three-
person panel: Thomas, a 
former Wayne County Circuit 

judge and currently Wayne 
County corporate counsel; 
Brian Dickerson, a columnist 
for the Detroit Free Press; 
and Rich Robinson, execu­
tive director of the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Network. 

Michigan has an unusual 
method for selecting Supreme 
Court justices. Candidates 
run on a non-partisan ballot 
and can run as independents, 
but the political parties also 

nominate candidates for the 
courts. In this year's elec­
tion Taylor is endorsed by the 
Republican party, Hathaway 
by the Democratic Party. 
Justices serve an eight-year 
term. 

When a seat becomes 
vacant, the governor appoints 
a justice without having to 
seek legislative approval. 
During his time in office, Gov. 
John Engler appointed four of 
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WSS11 any store 

ALLEN PARK3128 Fairlane Dr. 313-271-9255 

AUBURN HILLS Great Lakes Crossing Mall 248-253-1799 

BRIGHTON 8159 Ctiailis, Ste. C 810-225-4789 

CANTON 42447 Ford Rd. 734-844-0481 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 

hEwj 17370 Hail Rd. 586-228-4977 

DEARBORN 24417 Ford Rd. 313-278-4491 

Fairlane Mall 313-441-0168 

DETROIT 14126 Woodward 313-869-7392 

300 Renaissance Center 313-567-4055 

FARMINGTON HILLS 

3101! Orchard Lake Rd. 248-538-9900 

FENTON 17245 Silver Pkwy. 810-629-2733 

FT. GRATIOT 4129 24th Ave. 810-385-1231 

LAKE ORION 2531 S. Lapeer Rd. 248-393-6800 

LIVONIA 29523 Plymouth Rd. 734-513-9077 

MONROE 2161 Mall Rd. 734-241-4099 

NORTHVILLE 2058Q Haggerty Rd. 734-779-0148 

NOVI43025 12 Mile Rd. 248-305-6600 

Twelve Oaks Mall 248-735-3973 

PONTIAC/WATERFORD 

454 Telegraph Rd. 248-335-9900 

ROCHESTER HILLS 3035 S. Rochester Rd. 248-853-0550 

ROYAL OAK 31941 WoodwardAve. 248-549-4177 

ST. CLAIR SHORES 26401 Harper Ave. 586-777-4010" 

SOUTHFIELD 28117 Telegraph Rd. 248-358-3700 

STERLING HEIGHTS Lakeside Mall 586-997-6500 

In Collaboration with 

iYORES 

TAYLOR 23495 Eureka Rd. 734-287-1770 

TROY 1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. 248-526-0040 

Oakland Mall 248-588-9507 

WARREN 

5745 Twelve Mile Rd, Heritage Village 586-578-0955 

WESTLAND 35105 Warren Rd. 734-722-7330 
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the seven justices, creating, a 
strongly conservative court. 

Thomas ran with the 
endorsement and financial 
backing of the Democratic 
Party in his race against 
Justice Stephen Markman. 
Thomas and the other 
Democratic-endorsed candi­
dates lost in that election. 

"Each of us lost by the same 
percentage basis. I believe it 
was because of the incumbent 
status, a tremendous advan­
tage," he said. 

Incumbents are identified 
by their title on the ballot. 

Edwards said there are pros 
and cons for both appointing 
and electing justices. 

"I think back to one par­
ticular governor I had great 
faith in and that was Gov. 
Milliken," he said. "The way 
he went about picking judges 
for various courts was impar­
tial, well thought out and fair-
minded. Some governors^ and 
I'm not talking about anyone 
in particular, come in with 
agendas and pick judges that 
will follow what their agenda 
is and that's not good for the 
public in my estimation." 

Brian Dickerson was less 
reticent about naming a gov­
ernor with an agenda. He said 
he first realized that things 
were changing during the 
1998 court election. He said 
he attended a Republican 
fund-raiser during which 
then Gov. John Engler said 
tort reform passed in the 
legislature and reinforced by 
conservative judges "made it 
much safer to do business in 
Michigan." 

Dickerson said Engler saw 
judicial reform as an eco­
nomic development tool. He 
said Michigan citizens have 
been adversely affected by the 
conservative 4-3 decisions of 
the current court. 

"As citizens of Michigan 
you've all been a party to 
many, many state Supreme 
Court cases, and I will argue 
that, sadly, you've been on the 
losing .side in many cases," he 
said. 

Dickerson cited three cases 
that came before the court in 
which the court ruled against 
individuals and environmen-

interests in favor of busi­
es interests. 
Aich Robinson's organiza­

tion keeps track of campaign 
financing. He said large 
amounts of money are given 
to judicial campaigns "not for 
selfless reasons.", 

He said the 1998 campaign 
was the. first "million dollar" 
Supreme Court campaign. 

"The game changer was 
when different groups 
weighed in on the campaigns. 
We had not experienced these 
expenditures in past elec­
tions," he said. 

He said one major change 
was the advent of "issue ads" 
in which groups advocate on a 
certain issue without exhort­
ing a vote for or against a can­
didate, but strongly implying 
a positive or negative view of 
the candidate. 

He said millions are spent 
in this way and the contribu­
tions are "off the book." He 
said many of these ads are 
anonymously funded. 

Robinson and his organi­
zation are advocating full 
disclosure on who is paying 
for these issue ads, similar to 
requirements in federal elec­
tions; setting standards for 
when a justice has to recuse 
him or herself from a case 
where a major contributor is a 
party; and public funding for 
judicial races to-avoid these 
conflicts. 

"This is not a liberal or a 
conservative issue, this is an 
issue of impartial justice," he 
said. 

He added, "I would say that 
the net effect of all of this, 
including the campaign that 
is going on today, is to under­
mine trust and confidence in 
a fair and impartial judiciary 
and we need to address this or 
have a further erosion in rule 
of law in this state." 
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