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BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Township officials approved a 3-
year contract for Canton's police offi­
cers Tuesday night. 

The negotiations between the 
township and the Police Officers 

Association of Michigan spanned 
about four months. The contract is for 
July 1,2008 through June 30,2011. 

"We had various meetings," said 
Finance Director Rick Eva. "I think it's 
a reasonable contract for both the police 
o'fficers and the township. There was 
give and take between the two." 

Unlike past contracts, where a 3-
pereent salary increase was pegged 
for each year, the new agreement calls 
for a 3-percent raise the first year, 
followed by a 2.5-percent raise the 
second year and a 2-percent raise the 
third year. 

"It's the economy that is driving 

that," said Eva, adding that another 
change calls for all new police officers 
to pay 5 percent of their health care 
costs. 

The police officer's agreement is 
similar to the new contract recently 
approved for Canton firefighters. 

Officials will negotiate the contract 

for its clerical workers next. 
"It's an ongoing process," Eva said, 

noting that the township negotiates 
with seven unions, including two that 
represent command officers in the 
police department. 

tlparks@hometowniife.comH (734) 953-2170 

.' . PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Videographers Robert Luther and Kenny Carter, Sound and lighting worker Mohammad Nasser, and director Michael Horgan are ready to begin a scene. 

Nobody doesn't like Sara Lee 
Middle schoolers 

make film for 
video contest 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Pioneer Middle School cafete­
ria was turned into a movie set this 
week to produce a 90-second video 
for a Sara Lee Foods contest that 
could result in a $25,000 cash prize 
and lunch served by two High School 
Musical cast members. 

Students in Jason Kay's eighth-grade 
media production class wrote story-
boards and were the main actors in 
the video, which can only consist of 
K-8 students. The music for lyrics and 
technical work for the video — such as 
camera, lights and sound — is being 
performed by high school students in 
Janet Sutherland's video production 
class. 

If they win, the money will be split 
between Pioneer and Sutherland's 
class. 

"You will see a group of students 
who are excited about a Sara Lee bread 
product," Kay said. "(The main char­
acter) went to the doctor and, instead 
of being prescribed medicine, he was 

Amber Cottreli, Victoria Kinsler, Laura Steber and Mary Zelmanski look bor__. _ith _h?i lu -s. 
\ 

given a loaf of whole wheat bread to 
turn his diet around ... and now he's 
healthy." 

Emma Tardiff, 13, of Plymouth 
Township, was one of 30 students in 
Kay's class who helped write the story-
board. 

"A lot of ideas went through our 
minds what we could do and the poten­
tial of this," Tardiff said. "Our whole 
class came up with alot of ideas ... and 
many of them got used in some way." 

Hundreds of students were extras in 
the video. And, like any movie, it took 
several takes to get each scene just 
right. 

"You always are doing something like 
playing with your food or talking with 
someone," said Laura Sieber, 13, of 
Canton Township, one of the extras. "It 
was fun being a part of this." 

tbruscata@hometownlife.com 

(734)953-2172 

Some of township's finest 
hang it up for retirement 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

For the first time in 28 
years, Sgt. Rick Pornorski 
will wake up Nov. 7 and not 
be a township employee. 
The same will be true for 
Sgt. Robert Sidor on Nov. 8, 
Battalion Chief John Hunter 
on Nov. 8 and Ed Olson, the 
township's fleet supervisor, 
on Nov. 15. 

The four, along with 
Dianne Neihengen, former 
Canton Senior Center direc-
tox, were honored by town­
ship officials Tuesday night 
for their years of service'to 
the community. 

"If feels like it's been 

28 months instead of 28 
years," said Pornorski, who 
joined the Canton Police 
Department in 1980 as a 
cadet. "Many people wake 
up arid hate that they have to 
go to'work but I get excited. 
Everyone has their days but 
for the vast majority (of my 
career), I've enjoyed it." 

Pornorski, who has been 
active in nearly all of t}ie_ 
department's special units, 
has spent 16 years in the 
detective bureau, initially as 
a detective before becoming 
supervising sergeant. During 
that time, he's worked a lot of 
"who-done-it mysteries."' """ 

Please see RETIREMENT, A2 

Party will honor Yack, 
raise funds for arts 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack's career will be celebrated 
Saturday at the Village Theater 
with a fund-raiser for the 
Partnership for the Arts and 
Humanities. 

"Tom has a great passion 
for the arts and this is what he 
chose to do for his party," said 
Deborah Zevalkink, Yack's 
assistant. 

"He doesn't like to think of it 
as something for him, but for 
the Partnership." 

The celebration, which has 
been organized by the town­
ship and Partnership for the 
Arts and Humanities, will 
have a theater theme and will 
feature entertainment from 
The Grace Notes, the Spotlight 
Players, the Canton Concert 
Band and Destination Theatre. 
A silent auction will include 21 
items, such as artwork, con­
cert tickets and a "Tom Yack 
Momento Basket." The items 
have been donated by various 
residents and groups includ­
ing the Cherry Hill Quilters, 
Charlie Mott, Orchestra 
Canton, Greg and Debi Greene 
and Ever After Productions. 

Several area businesses 
will donate food for the 
event, including Main Street 
Catering, Holiday Market, 
Three Brothers Restaurant and 
Antonio's Cucina Italiana. 

Retiring Canton Supervisor Tom Yack 
'will be honored at a party Saturday 
at the Village Theater. -

TOM YACK'S RETIREMENT 

When: 6:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 1 
Where: Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill 
For tickets: Call (7.34) 394-5185 
by 5 p.m. Friday 

Zevalkink said 300 people 
are already slated for atten­
dance at the celebration, which 
is open to the public. Tickets 
are $35 and proceeds will 
benefit the Partnership, a non­
profit, cultural arts organiza­
tion. 

For more information on the 
Partnership, call (734) 765-
7061. 

t lparksihometownlffe.com | (734) 953-2170 
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• Reward businesses that hire Michigan workers. 

• End tax incentives for companies that 
outsource our workers' jobs to other states 
and countries. 

• Crack down on companies that knowingly 
hire illegal immigrants rather than Michigan 
workers. 

• Diversify Michigan's economy to attract 
job-providers in fast-growing fields such as 
renewable energy and life sciences. 

• Invest in education so Michigan can 

'produce.a top-notch 21 st century workforce. 

RETIREMENT 
FROM PAGE At 

"Boy, we have had a lot of 
cases," he says, while glanc­
ing over a VHS tape that 
features footage of one of 
his cases that was shown on 
German television. 

Pomorski, who decided 
on law enforcement as a 
career in the 11th grade, has 
a strong belief in the detach­
ment of emotions until an 
investigation is over and has 
been driven by "catching the 
bad guy." 

"I really feel Canton takes 
a professional approach to 
police work," said Pomorski, 
a married father of two sons. 
"We have a good bunch of 
guys here and it's bittersweet, 
but my time is up. I've got to 
go do something new." 

Sidor, who was hired one 
day apart from Pomorski 
in 1980 and is known to 
everyone as "Rocky," said the 
township has been "a great 
place to work." 

"I'm fortunate to be able to 
leave while I'm still happy," 
he said, adding that he's 
looking forward to spending 
more quality time with his 
wife, eight children and new­
born grandson. 

"I can't wait but I think it's 
going to be very strange not 
operating at the same level 
that I have for the past 28 
years." 

Pomorski Sidor Hunter 

Sidor, who has been in the 
department's rapid response 
unit, detective bureau 
and field training officer pro­
gram, has received 
more than 20 depart­
ment awards and citations 
throughout his career, 
including being named 
Officer of the Year. 

"When I was 18,1 decided 
to (go into law enforcement) 
because it seemed like an 
interesting field and now, I 
can't see myself doing any­
thing else," he said. "We have 
been well taken care of in 
Canton." 

Like Sidor, Hunter says he's 
ready to spend more time 
with his wife and family. 

"We've had to work birth­
days and Christmas so I'm 
looking forward to this," he 
said, but added, "this has 
been hard because I'm not 
ready to sit in a rocking chair 
yet but it's time." 

Hunter, who joined the 
fire department as a cadet 
in 1980, became a battal­
ion chief in 2006. In one of 
many letters he has gotten 
throughout his career, one 

was from a 
^ young mother 

who had 
overdosed on 
heroin and 
wrote Hunter 
to say that he 
had not only 

saved her life, 
but had brought 

new meaning to it. 
"I have been really happy 

with my career," he said. 
"The best thing is that I got 
out safe without anything, 
traumatic happening, a lot of 
people can't say that." 

As fleet manager, Olson 
oversees 171 on-road vehicles 
and hundreds of other pieces 
of equipment. 

"I'm going to enjoy (retire­
ment) and try to adjust," 
said Olson, who was praised 
as a "great role model" in 
township government by 
Municipal Services Director 
Tim Faas. 

"I'm ready to go," Olson 
said. 

Canton Executive Director 
John Santomauro said while, 
it's refreshing to see the 
retirements come after long 
careers, they are tinged with 
some sadness. 

"When you lose this quality 
of people, it will be hard to 
duplicate," he said. "But it's 
good because we know how 
hard they have worked." 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2170 
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MBT Welcomes Main Street Bank Customers. 
Visit Our Plymouth and Northville Locations 

MBT has assumed all deposits of Main Street Bank. On Saturday, October 11, all branches reopened as 

MBT, with the same familiar faces. MBT is proud to have been a financial stronghold in Michigan for the 

past 150 years. For a century and a half we have been investing in the communities and people we 

serve, providing sound, trusted financial products and services. 

At MBT, we're committed to the kind of convenience, personal service and local decision-making that 

translates into better banking and a better quality of life for our customers. We look forward to serving 

the Plymouth and Northville communities with the high caliber financial solutions that have made 

MBT a name synonymous with stability and strength. 

MOT 
Monroe Bank & Trust 
Life's Compficated. Banking Shouldn't Be. 

1=1 
Northville Branch,! 33 W. Main Street (248)449-3700 | Plymouth Branch, 706 S. Main Street (734)354-9200 I MBT 734-241-3431 www.mbandt.com 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:tlparks@hometownlife.com
http://www.riskoferguson.com
http://www.mbandt.com


www.hometownlife.com LOCAL NEWS Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, October 30,2008 (C) A3 

Canton Economic Club 
Wayne County Airport 

Authority CEO Lester 
Robinson will be the guest 
speaker at the Canton 
Economic Club luncheon on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 11:30 
a.m., at the Summit on the 
Park; 

The luncheon is open to any­
one who wishes to attend. The 
cost is $20. Reservations are 
required and can be made by 
calling 394-5185. 

The Economic Club hosts 
semi-annual luncheons with 
special guest speakers. The 
luncheons were developed 
with the purpose of introduc­
ing Canton's business and 
professional sector to leaders 
in the areas of manufacturing, 
government, entertainment, 
health care and economics. 

Women wanted 
The goal of the Canton 

Business & Professional 
Women (BPW) is to promote 
full participation, equity and 
economic self-sufficiency for 
America's working women. The 
group will host its next month­
ly meeting from 6-8 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 10 at Palermo's 
Restaurant, 44938 Ford Road, 
Canton. The guest will be Deb 
Mulka from The Parent Talk 
System on Communications. 
The group is always looking for 
new members. 

For more information please 
contact June Nicholas at (313) 
610-2561 or junenicholas@ 
comcast.net. Please RSVP for 
this meeting. 

Business Network 
Professionals 

Business Network 
Professionals, a local chap­
ter of Business Network 
International, meets weekly 
from 7-8:30 a.m. at the Canton 
Coney Island at the corner of 
Lilly and Joy roads. Any person 
in business in the Plymouth, 
Canton and surrounding area 
is invited to attend as a guest 
and meet with other busi-
nesspersons, for purposes of 
networking, referrals, and sup­
porting one another. 

Contact Bill MacFarland, 
chapter president, at (734) 812-
3845 for more information. 

Salem sports fund-raiser 
Salem High School wrestling 

and football teams are having 
a Texas hold-em poker fund­
raiser Nov. 6 through Nov. 9 at 
the Shark Club of Canton on 
Ford Road just east of Lilley 
in Canton. Call Don Turner 
at (734) 812-0504 if you have 
questions. 

A Toast to Canton 
A wine and food tasting 

event to raise funds for the 
Canton Rotary Club, elementa­
ry playground equipment and 
the Leadership Canton Alumni 
Scholarship Fund is scheduled 
for Friday, Nov. 7, from 7-9 
p.m. at Waltonwood at Cherry 
Hill (42600 Cherry Hill Road). 

There will be approximately 
20 wine tables with a wide 
variety of red and white wines. 
A large assortment of hors 
dbeuvres provided by Holiday 
Market is also included in the 
ticket price. Space is limited 
to 300 guests. Tickets are $35 
in advance, and, if available, 
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•Affordable Pricing 
• Quality Installation 
• Extended Warranties 
• EZ Financing 
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Our 34th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA 

' Rebate offer is valid only with ihe purchase of 
qualifying Lennox products. © 2008 Lennox Industries, 

Inc. SBB your participating Lennox dealerfor details. 
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$40 at the door. Tickets can be 
purchased at Holiday Market 
and the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The event is sponsored by 
Holiday Market, "Waltonwood 
at Cherry Hill and the 
Leadership Canton Alumni 
Association in cooperation 
with the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce and Charter 
Township of Canton. For more 
information, please, call the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 
at (734) 453-4040 or the 
Canton Supervisor's office at 
(734) 394-5185. 

Seniors security seminar 
The Canton Senior Safety 

Coalition and Canton Public 
Safety have scheduled their 
annual Seniors Safe, Sound & 
Secure seminar for Wednesday, 
Nov. 12, from noon-3 p.m., at 
Canton's Summit on the Park. 

This year's event will 
include guest speakers from 
The Senior Alliance speaking 
on HIV/AIDS concerns for 
seniors, Medicare fraud, Senior 
Alliance programs such as 
adult day care, caregiver sup­
port, holiday meals program 
and legal assistance. Speakers 
will also talk about Single 
Point of Entry — a clearing 
point for seniors who need help 
deciding if at home or nursing 
home care is needed. Police 
and fire personnel will also 
speak and have handouts avail­
able. 

This free event includes a 
pizza lunch. For reservations 
contact the Canton Senior 
Desk at (734) 394-5485. 

Salute to service 
Canton will honor area ser­

vicemen and women who have 
served and who are currently 
serving in our Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, Coast Guard, 
National Guard, and Reserves 
from 2-4 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 9, 
at the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill. The "Salute to Service" 
ceremony will recognize our 
military personnel in active 
duty and our veterans for their 
exceptional commitment and 
dedication. 

Photos of Canton residents 
who are currently in our. 
Armed Forces will be on dis­
play during this program. The 
public is encouraged to attend 
this free event, sponsored by 
Canton Township, Canton 
Community Foundation, and 

Canton Veterans Memorial 
Association. A short program 
will take place on the Theater's 
main stage at 3 p.m, 

For more information please 
call (734) 394-5193 or visit 
www.canton-mi.org. 

Sounds of Canton 
The Sounds of Canton will 

perform a "We are the World" 
concert on at 7 p.m., Friday, 
Nov. 7 and 2 p.m., Nov. 8 at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill. The aged 55 and older 
singers will embark on a musi­
cal tour and pay tribute to our 
brothers and sisters around 
the globe with this cultural 
concert. Featured songs rep­
resent numerous cultures and 
countries, including songs 
such as "La Vie en Rose," 
"Somewhere My Love," "The 
Lion Sleeps Tonight," "Brazil," 
and "Scarborough Fair." 

Ticket are $10 for adults and 
$8 for seniors and youth. For 
more information or to pur­
chase tickets online, visit www. 
canton-mi .org/villagetheater. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
at Summit on the Park or the 
Village Theater box office. The 
Village Theater ticket office 
will also be open one hour 
prior to each performance. 

The Sounds of Canton sing­
ers welcome anyone 55 and 
older with a love of music to 
join their volunteer group. 
Often the group sings for fellow 
senior clubs, nursing homes, 
community clubs and school 
groups throughout the metro­
politan area. For details check 
out the Canton Discover bro­
chure, which can be download­
ed at leisure.canton-mi.org. 

For more information 
call (734) 394-5485, e-mail 
seniors@canton-mi.org, or 
visit leisure.canton-mi.org. 

Hazardous waste 
collection 

The Wayne County 
Department of Environment's 
Land Resource Management 
Division will be holding a 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, Nov. 
8 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Westland DPS Yard located 
at 37137 Marquette, just east 
of Newburgh Road. This free 
event is open to Wayne County 
residents only and is an excel­
lent opportunity to make your 
home and environment safe 
by properly disposing of waste 
that is considered toxic, flam­
mable or corrosive. 

Examples of acceptable 
waste being collected include 
household paints, stains, dyes, 
floor wax, floor care products, 
carpet cleaner, furniture pol­
ish, bathroom cleaners, stain 
removers, solvents, nail pol­
ish, glue, fertilizer, lawn and 
garden chemicals, pesticides, 
antifreeze, motor oil, gaso­
line, automotive batteries and 
dry cell batteries, fluorescent 
bulbs, fire extinguishers, 
mercury fever thermometers, 
smoke detectors, computer 
monitors, printers, scanners, 
mice, keyboards, cell phones, 
fax machines, copiers, and tele­
visions. 

Items that will not be accept­
ed include commercial waste, 
industrial waste, radioactive 
materials, explosives, ammuni­
tion, shock sensitive materials, 
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Bill Bynum & Co. will play the Village Theater at Cherry Hill at 8 p.m., Friday, 
Nov. 7 as part of the Village Theater's popular First Friday Studio Series. 
Songwriter Bill Bynum has been praised by music critics for his writing and 
performances. The band's core of guitar, dobro, fiddle, bass and harmony 
vocals can lean into bluegrass, veer toward country, or take listeners on 
a unique journey through Bill's original songs. Tickets are $10. For ticket 
information visit www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater or call (734) 394-5300. 
To learn more about Bill Bynum & Co., visit www.billbynum.com. 

household trash, 55-gallon 
drums, refrigerators, micro­
waves or other appliances, 
tires, yard waste and concrete. 
For information on how to 
dispose of these items, contact 
the Wayne County Resource 

Recovery Coordinator at (734) 
326-3936. 

For more information or to 
obtain a complete list of what 
will and will not be accepted, 
please call (734) 326-3936 or 
visit www.waynecounty.com. 

I Mone t TV 
They Look GREAT on your Wall 

Wiring, Mounting or just advice 

Call Dave at 

248-529-6311 
stereodave@com cast, net 
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The Diet with a Degree of Difference - a Medical Degree 
patients are suffering 
from severe health 
issues due to excess 
weight or merely looking 

i to lose 15 to 20 pounds, 
all receive a full medical 
consultation with sci­
entific measurement of 
their -body mass and 
basal metabolic rate and 

Individual body composition analysis 
to accurately predict weight-loss 
results. 

The center uses the latest techniques 
and medical data, and has access to 
high-quality nutritional products and 
the newest FDA-approved weight-loss 
medications that are available only to 
medical doctors. 

The average weight loss experienced 
by patients is 21 pounds in four weeks. 
In addition to the weight loss itself, 
health benefits include a decrease in 
dependence on blood pressure; dia­
betes and cholesterol medications, as 
well as lesser risk of chronic disease 
such as congestive heart failure, clini­
cal depression and sleep apnea. Many 
successful patients refer to their expe­
rience at The Center for Medical 
Weight Loss as life-changing, and in 
many cases, life-saving. 

To locate a center nearest you, call 
1-800-MD-BE-THINor 

www.mdbethln.com. 

T he Center for 
Medical Weight 
Loss is the first 

natidnal network of phy­
sicians to bring trained 
medical expertise to the 
field of weight loss. 
Founded in 2002 by Dr. 
Michael S. Kaplan, a 
specialist in bariatrtc 
medicine, the center offers patients a 
long-term weight-loss approach man­
aged with the full support of certified 
medical professionals. 

According to Dr. Kaplan, "Treating 
people with weight problems isn't sim­
ply a matter of telling them to eat less 
and exercise more," he says. His 
research found that a central factor is 
addiction - to food - and an unhealthy 
pattern of eating. His primary 
approach, therefore, is to break food 
addictions and help patients reach a 
safe and healthy target weight quickly. 
Most importantly, the center's program 
teaches patients how to maintain their 
weight loss permanently. 

"Unlike many consumer weight-loss 
programs whose staff requires no 
medical knowledge or training, The 
Center for Medical Weight Loss' phy­
sicians are certified professionals," 
notes Dr. Kaplan. "They fully under­
stand the complex factors that are 
related to weight gain such as individ­
ual psychology and 

genetics, contributing 
illnesses and prescrip­
tion medication." 

Dr. Kaplan's approach is 
based on individualized 
treatment. Whether 

The doctors at The Center 
for Medical Weight Loss 
have specialized training 

and use a variety of 
techniques to achieve 

rapid weight toss. 

* Average weight loss 
based on a random 
sample of 58 men and 
61 women on the medi­
cally prescribed diet. 
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THIS IMAGE HAS 
BEEN DOCTORED. 

Lose 21 Pounds in 4 Weeks/ 
There's no more effective way to lose weight than with a physician monitored 

program. Only a medicol doctor can teii you whether your weight problems are 

caused by a slow metabolism, your medication, your thyroid or other issues. And only 

a medical doctor can help. Not only will you lose weight fast, it's sofe and designed 

to maintain your weight loss permanently. Find out how easy and affordable it is to 

have your image doctored too. Cail for a location near you, 800-MD-BE-TWN. 

8Q0.MD.BE.THIr! www.mdbethin.com 
KEEGO HARBOR LIVONIA MACOMB MILFGRD SAINT CLAIR SHORES SOUTHGATE WAYNE WEST BLOOMFIELD 

Areas oYOilable to board certified physicians. 'Results based on a random sample of 5B men Dud 61 women on our 
medically prescribed diet. Results may vary by center. Programs available for \ 8 years and older. 
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campaign season 
worked hard to earn your vote, not by of-
ferine misle comparisons 

5 

• . • campaign 
* • 

sizing my menis. AS 
nears, I will continue to work hard, but I 
will not invade your privacy politica 

am honored to have the endorsements of 

me because they 

truly committed to our community and no 
. I kindly ask for your vote to serve as 
new 3 5th District Court Judee. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Barone 

Paid for by Joe Barone for Judge, 607 S. Main St. Plymouth, MI 48170 

http://www.hometownllfe.com
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WNIC personalities to host lunch at Buddy's 
WNIC listeners are in for 

a treat because the winner 
of this month's Dining with 
the Stars will lunch with Lisa 
Barry, co-host of the WNIC 
Breakfast Club, and Kevin 
O'Neill, WNIC's weekday 
afternoon (2-7 p.m.) drive-
time host. 

Tell us in 100 words or 
less why you want to have 
lunch with Barry and O'Neill 
of WNIC-FM (100.3) at 
Buddy's Pizza in Farmington 
Hills. E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars @gmail. 
com by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 12. 

In addition to lunch with 
the WNIC radio personalities, 
the winner will be treated to 
alimo ride courtesy of Class 
Plus Limo, mini-makeover 
by Sebastian and Heba of 
I Design Salon and Spa in 
Dearborn, $100 gift certifi­
cate from Reaver Diamond 
Co. in Southfield and dance 
exhibition by the Fred Astaire 
Dance Studio in Bloomfield 

O'Neill Barry 

Hills. 
Barry, a lifelong metro 

Detroiter, grew up in Livonia 
and graduated from Bentley 
High School. She received a . 
singing scholarship to Olivet 
College, wher.e she graduated 
with a degree in communica­
tions. She started working at 
the campus radio station and 
has spent her entire career in 
Michigan and mainly Detroit 
on-air at news talk and coun­
try radio stations prior to 
WNIC. 

Barry, who has two children 
— Benjamin, 17, and Parker, 
13 — enjoys traveling, movies, 
shopping and eating out. She 

is active in her church and in 
the community. 

After her son, Benjamin, 
spent an entire month in 
Beaumont Hospital — when 
a benign tumor was found on 
his spine — she selected The 
Children's Miracle Network 
at Beaumont Hospital as her 
children's charity of choice. 

"During this time... Buddy's 
was also nice enough to send 
over pizza to the hospital to 
cheer up Benjamin and share 
with the staff something that 
made myfamily forever grate­
ful to the wonderful people at 
Buddy's," Barry said. 

Staffers at WNIC describe 
O'Neill as "sweet, kind, funny 
and just a really nice guy." 

O'Neill was born and raised 
in Cleveland and his mom 
knew that broadcasting was 
in his blood when, at the age 
of 6, she found him creating 
his own "radio shows" (Dick 
Clark-style) using a soup 
strainer for a microphone. 
The rest is DJ history. 

Throughout his career, 
O'Neill has worked at a vari­
ety of stations, including 
those in Cleveland, Akron 
and Oberlin, Ohio, as well 
as in South Bend, Ind., and 
Houston. He was offered a 
job at New York's premier 
oldies station WCBS-FM and 
declined because he had little 
interest in becoming a New 
Yorker. Years later, O'Neill 
made it back to the Midwest 
and to the Detroit area he 
loves so much. 

Becoming a part of the 
WNIC family on Labor Day 
weekend of 2004 was the 
"right thing to do," O'Neill 
said. 

O'Neill's life would be 
changed forever — twice 
~ when his son, Brendan, was 
born in 1982 and again June 
11,2007, when a quintuple 
bypass would save his life. 

Dining With the Stars is co-
sponsored by Buddy's Pizza 
and the Observer £2 Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

MADD warns stay sober for Halloween 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving warns that the three-day 

Halloween period can be deadly for drunken driving, espe­
cially with Halloween night falling on Friday. 

From Oct. 30,2007, to Nov. 1,2007,66 people were killed 
by a drunken driver with .08 or higher blood alcohol content, 
according to data from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. 

"We support enforcement efforts 100 percent in helping 
protect our children and our roadways this Halloween," said 
Richard Rondeau, executive director of MADD Southeast 
Michigan. "We want everyone to have fun, but drunk driving 
or providing alcohol to those under 21 can quickly turn a fun 
time into a very scary and terribly sad situation." 

MADD has these tips to help ensure everyone's safety: 
• Designate a sober driver before celebrations begin. 
* NeVer serve those under the age of 21 alcohol. 
• Plan safe parties, including providing non-alcohol drink 

options to guests and not serving alcohol the last hour of the 
party. 

• Be prepared to get everyone home safe in care your plans 
or individual circumstances change. 

Recent government data show that 1840 youth aged 20 and 
under were killed in crashes involving a driver at or above the 
legal limit of .08 blood alcohol content in 2007. 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com •19 

m 
rhe Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop 3947 W 12 Mite Berkley 
.248-543-3115 Mon-Wed, 10-5:30, Thu 10-3:30, Fn&Sat10-5:30,Sun 124 .detailsdolihospitai.com 

Serving the entire metropolitan area. 
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• Service changes & upgrades 
• Outlets added • Generators 

Installation of fixtures, ceiling fans, etc. 
Wiring of hot water heaters, appliances, 

hot tubs & more 
• Interior & exterior work 

• Federal and Stale Taxes 
• Income and Payroll Taxes 
• IRS Settlement Offers-ln-Compromise 
• IRS & State installment Payment Plans 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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620 Starkweather • Old Village 

Plymouth • 734-453-1860 

The Area's Most Trusted 
Custom Jeweler 

Because we give thanks to our military for all our freedoms, please 
help us show that we care. Help "stuff" a Miracle Turkey Box that 
will trot over to our troops! It's our way of showing our support. 
Join all of us and Desert Angels, Inc. for this wonderful event! 

Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2008 • 2:30 p.m. 
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14707 Northville Road 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-453-2600 
Located Just South of 5 Mile Road 

www.seniorvillages.com 

Professionally Managed by Senior Village Management 

-feko tS'd&vi 

Rates are sub|ed To choree. Minimum lean onsount 5 5 , 0 0 0 

Firs! payment mist be mode by March 15, 2 0 0 9 . Eiisiing Teteom foons 

B e r k l e y C a n t o n L i v o n i a S o u t h L y o n S o u t h f i e l d 
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Scott ready to be of service to WCCCD 
BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With no challengers fac­
ing her on the Nov. 4 ballot, 
Sharon Scott appears ready to 

— ? clinch a six-
year term as 
a 9th District r" 
Wayne County 
Community 
College District 
trustee. 

Scott will 
replace depart­
ing Trustee 
Elizabeth 

Potter to claim an unpaid posi­
tion once held for 12 years by 
Scott's husband, Ted, longtime 

Scott 

WCCCD board chairman and 
former Westland fire chief. 

"I think I can be of service to 
our community and the Wayne 
County Community College," 
Scott, 69, said. 

As the 9th District trustee, 
Scott will represent an area 
that includes part of Westland, 
Canton, Belleville, Romulus 
and three townships, Van 
Buren, Sumpter and Huron. 

Scott formerly served as the 
Wayne-Westland school board 
president and as a Westland 
City Council member, a posi­
tion she quit in 2000 amid 
threats she would be recalled 
for her role in the firing then-
City Clerk Patricia Gibbons. 

Scott has moved on, and 
she has continued to stay 
involved in her community as 
a board member for the non­
profit Westland Community 
Foundation and the city 
of Westland's Downtown 
Development Authority. She 
also has remained active in St. 
John's Episcopal Church. 

As she represents a WCCCD 
area that includes the expand­
ing Belleville-based campus, 
Scott said she hopes to get 
the word out that local high 
school students can apply for 
college scholarships through 
the Westland Community 
Foundation, which provides 
educational money every year. 

Scott also vowed to work 
with WCCCD Chancellor 
Curtis Ivery, describing him as 
"a very capable chancellor who 
has got a lot of great ideas" for 
the 72,000-student, five-cam-
pus community college. 

Scott's decision to seek a 
trustee seat marks a return to 
her involvement in education. 
She said she served over eight 
years on the Wayne-Westland 
school board before leaving in 
June 1991 and becoming a city 
councilwoman several months 
later. 

"I enjoyed my tenure on the 
Wayne-Westland school board 
very much," she said. "Those 
were the best years of my polit-

Downtown Northville 

Bridal Fair 
This Saturday, 

November 1st 

V 

/ 

Wedding 
Band 

Trunk Show 

Enter for a chance to win 
fl-$500 Wedding Ringl 

101 East Main St., Downtown Northville 
248-349-6940 

*«e; 

wedding I & event pla&nis 

(248) 347-0088 
(248) 349-0522 

Wine provided by 
Simply Wine 

(248) 380-WINE 

Limousines by 
5 Star Limousine 
(734) 427-7774 

Wedding Cakes by 
Pastry Palace Wedding Cakes 

(248)380-2810 

SHARON SCOn 
Age: 69 
Residence: Westland 
Education: Wayne Memorial High School graduate, attended Henry Ford 
Community College. 
Family: She and husband Ted have three adult daughters and five . 
grandchildren. 
Community involvement: Westland Community Foundation, Westland 
Downtown Development Authority, St. John's Episcopal Church, Wayne 
High Alumni Association, Westland First Citizen Award 1990, Westland 
Summer Festival co-chair"1976 

ical career." 
Scott also has personal ties 

to WCCCD. Her 19-year-old 
grandson, Theodore Scott 
Moore, attends the western 
and Downriver campuses. 

Although she had supporters 
and detractors as a city coun­
cilwoman, Scott described her­
self as pleased by the reception 

she received when she talked 
with people about seeking a 
WCCCD trustee position. 

"It was very positive when 
I got out and started meeting 
people," she said. "The recep­
tion was very good." 

dclem@hometownlife.com 

(734)953-2110 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The candy man is back 
Canton dentist J.B. Robison of the Robison Dental Group (8504 N. Canton 
Center Road) will once again be offering local kids a glowing electric 
toothbrush and $1 for every pound of Halloween candy they turn in at 
the office from 3-6 p.m., on Nov. 3. The candy must be unopened. "Ditch 
the candy, that's what we're saying. Visiting your dentist twice a year 
and brushing daily are great preventative measure, but doing away with 
excess sweets altogether would really give your teeth a healthy boost,". 
Robison said. For more information, call (734) 453-6320, or visit www. 
robisondentalgroup.com. 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) 
Newsroom (734)953-2104 Fax {734)591-7279 
Sports NightEine (734)953-2104 
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) 
Display Advertising ,...(734)582-8363 

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS 
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36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150 

Tired of finding your own entertainment? 
Come \>lny with d<t instead! 

loya1 -fpenci 5 

734.459.DOQS 
• 673 S. Main St. • Plymouth, Mi 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: October 30,2008 
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Style without the attitude 
Sisters put their 
own touch into 
Hair Vibe salon 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

What do you get when 
you combine an "uptown 
Mayberry" barbershop with 
some slick styles and cuts? 
Hair Vibes. 

The salon, located at 
8589 North Lilley Road in 
the Golden Gate plaza, was 
taken over by three sisters in 
August 2007 and has began 
to take on a new identity 
under its new ownership. 

"I have worked in larger 
salons with all of the drama 
and I am not having it here," 
said stylist Mel Quinn, 
whose sisters, Marianne 
Delia and Kathy MacKenzie, 
have joined her in business. 
"We don't have any attitude 
here and we have a lot of fun 
together." 

Quinn, who has been a 
stylist for 20 years, had been 
at the salon for about four 
years when the previous 
owners announced they were 
moving and wanted to sell 
the business. 

"It had always been a 
dream of Mel's to have her 
own salon and I had been 
looking for business oppor­
tunities," said Delia, who 
was working in the insur­
ance industry. "Being that 
there were three of us, no 
one person had to bear the 
burden of the costs alone so 
the risk was not so great and 
we decided to go for it." 

While Quinn, a Canton 
resident, overseas the day-
to-day operations of the 
salon, Delia, who lives 
in Westland, handles its 
finances. MacKenzie, a Flint 
resident, is largely a silent 
partner but drives down on 
weekends to pitch in. 

"I never expected it to be 

BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
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The crew at Hair Vibes: Carolyn "Red" Mitchell, co-owner Mel Quinn, Melissa 
Rosenberg and co-owner Marianne Delia. 

easy working with family 
but so far, so good," Quinn 
said, joking that the main 
disagreement she had with 
one of her older sisters was 
whether they should move 
the salon's front desk. "I 
thought we would have way 
more issues than we do." 

Delia, who has been 
coined the "go-to girl," left 
the insurance business to 
focus on Hair Vibes. The sis­
ters are joined by two styl­
ists, Carolyn "Red" Mitchell 
and Melissa Rosenberg. 

Mitchell, a longtime styl­
ist and resident comedienne 
of the salon, recently moved 
to Canton and said she went 
through four salons in 10 
months because she couldn't 
find the right chemistry. 

"I had to go through a few 
salons in order to find some­
place that I wanted to stay," 
she said. "I don't do egos and 
it was easy to talk to (Quinn) 
so l said 'alright then.'" 

Rosenberg found Hair 
Vibes through an online list­
ing in May. 

"We do have a lot of fun 
together," said Rosenberg 
of Farmington Hills, as 
she joked that she needed 
a catchy name such as 
Mitchell's self-appointed 
"Hair Goddess" title. 

"Hey, it's on my business 
cards," Mitchell said. 

In efforts to make the 
salon their own, Quinn and 
her sisters have put up art­
work, mirrors, painted a 
couple walls and removed a 
batch of fake trees. 

"It was like a hair jungle in 
here," Mitchell quipped. 

In addition, the salon has 
donated its services to local 
groups and has partnered 
with other local businesses 
in an effort to survive the 
economic times. 

"No one in small business 
wants to see another busi­
ness fail," Delia said the 
cross promoting. 

Quinn agreed and said 
that while the hair indus­
try has taken a hit, she sees 
promise with Hair Vibes. 

"There has been a big 
swing in the industry 
with people stretching the 
amount of time in between 
cuts and colors but we are 
seeing good things happen 
even now," she said. "All of 
our hard work will be worth 
it and even though we work 
a lot of long hours, I'm not 
going home saying that I 
hate my boss." 

t lparks@hometownlife.com 

(734) 953-2170 
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OUR VIEWS 

Football success just 
tip of the iceberg 

Plymouth takes on Canton in a prep football play­
off game Friday night at the varsity football field at 
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park. 

That shouldn't come as much of a surprise — the 
Chiefs have long been a perennial playoff contender 
(last year's non-playoff year notwithstanding), and 
the Wildcats have made it nearly half the time since 
the school opened for the 2002-03 school year. 

Athletic prowess should come as no surprise to 
those who follow the Plymouth-Canton school dis­
trict, because the sports teams are always top-notch 
and because they get the lion's share of publicity. 

What should be no less surprising — but which may 
well be much lesser known — is all the other success 
students in the district have. It may be lesser known 
because those students toil in more obscurity than the 
athletes, who have their exploits splashed on newspa­
per fronts and talked about over water coolers. 

Don't get us wrong — we try to get as much of those 
accomplishments into our pages as possible. We cover 
as much as we can; we do an Academic Achievers 
section every year, for instance. The sheer number of 
their academic accomplishment makes printing them 
all prohibitive. 

There are many students who earn success on the 
Michigan Merit Exam tests every year, who earn 
scholarship money in the state's Michigan Meri t 
Scholarship program. You may not have heard about 
the Plymouth-Canton students — Katherine Marion, 
Nikita Consul, Willa Chen, Kelly Determan, Linda 
Ling, Megan Ghastin, Monika Kothari, Ke Ding, 
George Muresan, Derrick Fu, Surya Deepak, Ryan 
Randall, Santosh Shanmuga and Amy Shen — who 
were named National Merit Scholar finalists. The 
student-run radio station annually earns a plethora 
of honors. 

Plymouth-Canton students excel in everything 
from robotics to music, from academics to athletics. 
They're succeeding on the stage — in two different 
acting groups — and in the classroom, on the field 
and on the air. 

So when you're at Friday's playoff game, tu rn to 
the student next to you and say, "Congratulations." 
There's a pretty good chance they've earned it. 

To avoid long election 
lines, vote absentee 

In less than a week, our nation will renew itself 
once again and elect a new president and a new 
Congress. Many communities also have a plethora 
of local races that will determine everything from 
state representative and county executive to township 
board and district court judge. Unlike some places 
in the world, where such decisions are made by those 
already in power, in America, it is we, the people, who 
decide. We hold the power. 

Considering the various challenges facing our 
nation and s ta te , the stakes will be higher for 
Tuesday's election than at any time in recent memory. 
Local and state election officials say the turnout will 
be massive. Long lines are expected, which means 
voting Tuesday could be a time-consuming process. 

However, for people who might be physically unable 
to wait in long lines or have other issues that would 
prevent them from heading to the polls Tuesday, there 
is still an opportunity to vote with an absentee ballot. 

To receive an absentee ballot by mail, you must 
submit an absentee ballot application to your town­
ship or city clerk by 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 1. You also 
have until 4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 3, to vote in person in 
your clerk's office. If emergency circumstances exist, 
the deadline for absentee voting may be extended to 4 
p.m. election day. 

There are several reasons that would make a person 
eligible to obtain an absentee voter ballot, including 
being age 60 or older; physically unable to attend 
the polls without the assistance of another; expect­
ing to be out of town on election day; in jail awaiting 
arraignment or trial; unable to attend the polls due 
to religious reasons; or appointed to work as an elec­
tion inspector in a precinct outside your precinct of 
residence. 

For those of you who will be standing in those lines 
Tuesday, remember polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 
p.m. (anyone in line at 8 p.m. will be allowed to vote). 
And remember to bring photo identification with you 
(it is required by law). 

The fact tha t there is so much interest in the 
upcoming election is proof that Americans under­
stand what is at stake and a testament to the power of 
our democracy. Don't be one of those people left out 
of the process. 
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Signs, signs, signs 
Congratulations to the candidates who 

have made it to the November election. 
While permission is needed to place 
their campaign signs on-private property, 
according to a Canton elected official, 
"it is the rare candidate" who does so. 
He also stated that the township cannot 
regulate the placement of these signs. We 
are then stuck with hundreds of signs lit­
tering the side of our roads. Vacant lots 
are especially popular though I have spo­
ken with business owners who are caught 
off guard by signs that suddenly appear 
on their property. I am amazed by cam­
paign signs that cover the signs of stores, 
many of which are struggling every day 
in this economy. 

The Canton DDA should be consider a 
plan to reduce the clutter along its Ford 
Road corridor. In the primary, I was 
determined to abide by the rules, but 
I also saw how easy it is to exploit the 
lack of enforcement. It is time for those 
who want respect and our votes to also 
respect us and our ordinances. 

Mike Andro 
Canton 

Know your candidate 
As the political climate heats up, 

political signs are populating our land­
scape. These are only a temporary blight 
to promote name recognition to the vot­
ing public. My wife and I admit respon­
sibility for placing some of these signs 
on privately owned property with the 
permission of the owner. Municipalities 
have rules for these signs and can remove 
them from public property (that area 
between sidewalks and streets). Many 
candidates assume that if another can­
didate has a sign at a location that they 
can post theirs also. Hopefully each can­
didate has received permission from that 
property owner to place their sign at that 
location. No one, other than a municipal­
ity or property owner, has a right to move 
or remove them. There could be fines 
or misdemeanor charges for any others 
doing so. Parents advise your children. 

Business owners, wishing to support a 
known candidate and realizing reduced 
sales, might be tempted to accept cash 
for political signage, or succumb to sug­
gestions of patronage being purposely 
withdrawn. If I was a business owner 
and my business income was down, 
I might be tempted to accept pay for 
signage, but then I would have to think 
"Will I lose customers because I was 
favoring one candidate over another?" 
Hopefully no candidate would condone 
or endorse that a business owner remove 
an opponent's sign in favor of theirs or 
risk a boycott by that candidate's sup­
porters. Business integrity is just as 
important as personal integrity. That's 
why I support the person, not the party. 
Know who you're voting for! 

John L Chew 
Canton 

Vote no on 2 
This is in regard to Proposal 2 

— embryonic stem cell research — and 
the two articles pro and con (Canton 
Observer, Oct. 2). What's wrong with 
this picture? There is no mention of the 
results or either embryonic or adult stem 
cell research. 

Furthermore, while it is illegal to 
destroy a human embryo for research 
in Michigan, it is not illegal to research 
that embryo's stem cells if the embryo 
was destroyed elsewhere. Human embry­
onic stem cell research is not illegal in 
Michigan. It has been ongoing since 
2003 at the University of Michigan 
Center for Human Embryonic Stem 
Cell Research, which receives both 
federal (taxpayer) and private dollars. 
Proponents of Proposal 2, however, pub­
licly claim that human embryonic stem 
cell, research is illegal in Michigan and 
that jobs are leaving the state. 

This research has failed to produce 
any beneficial treatments or cures since 
it began in 1998. On the other hand, 
there are 73 benefits of adult stem cell 
research including cancers, rheumatoid 
arthritis, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson's 
disease, acute heart damage, chronic 
liver failure, etc. Adult stem cell research 
uses stem cell from the placenta, umbili­
cal cord blood, and living donors, and 
does no harm to the donor. Embryonic 
stem cell research uses stem cells from 
human embryos as research material 
and requires the destruction of those 
embryos. What gives the government the 
right to destroy the embryonic human 
being? 

Also, contrary to the claims of its sup­
porters, Proposal 2 does absolutely noth­
ing to protect Michigan's ban on human 
cloning. 

Please consider the facts carefully and 

LETTERS 
vote no on Proposal 2. 

Barb Sehmid 
Canton 

Prop 2 is unfair 
As Election Day nears, voters are mak­

ing up their minds on whether to sup­
port Proposal 2, the stem cell research 
proposal. I am voting no, and encourage 
others to do the same. There are sev­
eral reasons why, and they are critically 
important. 

First, it is important that we all agree 
that we all want cures to the many ter­
rible diseases that afflict us or our loved 
ones. Any assertion that a voter opposing 
Prop 2 is without compassion is a false 
assertion, and is cruel and irresponsible. 

One reason I oppose Prop 2 is that the 
language of the bill does not expressly 
prohibit public funding for stem cell 
research. True, it does not take public 
money now, but without a prohibition on 
public funding, you and I both know the 
tax and spenders in Lansing will come 
after your wallet. Just look at California, 
where they are stuck with a $3 billion 
tax bond for the research. That state is 
in a budget crisis (sound familiar?) and 
is now coming to the federal govern­
ment for a bailout. Who gets to pay for 
California's bailout? You. If we enact 
Prop 2, we will eventually be stuck with 
higher taxes and spending just like 
California. 

The specter of public funding is 
even more offensive to the millions of 
Michigan residents who have strong 
moral objections to embryonic stem cell 
work. If we open the door with Prop 2, 
the push will be on to allow more and 
more areas of research that are mor­
ally offensive to many. It is not fair to go 
down this road. 

Science should be encouraged to inves­
tigate non-embryonic stem cell research. 
What Michigan cannot afford, for multi­
ple reasons, is to open the door to public 
funding and morally offensive research. 
Voting no on Prop 2 is the reasonable 
and responsible choice. 

jerry Vorva 
Republican nominee for 20th District state 

representative 
Plymouth 

Zarbo is best choice 
You may know him as the current 

Canton Township Trustee (six years), 
whose re-election is endorsed by former 
Plymouth-Canton School Supt. Dr. Jim 
Ryan; a former planning commissioner, 
who brings 25 years of business and 
management experience; the longest 
standing board member of the Home 
Owner's Advisory Council; the trustee 
who made the first phone call to IKEA; 
a volunteer chef who cooked pancakes 
along the Liberty Fest parade route; the 
"voice of reason"; the volunteer and mas­
ter of ceremonies at last year's Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters Craft show; a 
Friend of the Library; a 2006 and 2007 
Community Support Award recipient; 
a Partner of the Arts; a member of the 
Intersection Action Committee; the 2006 
Canton Chamber of Commerce Excellence 
Award winner; and who is supported by 
both Democrats and Republicans alike. 

I know him as fiscally responsible; 
he recently voted for his own, and other 
board members' pay cuts. I know him as a 
supporter of Leisure Services, who enjoys 
Canton's quality of life, and who worked 
side by side with me for Christmas in 
Action, an initiative that helps the elderly 
with free home repairs. I learned even 
more about him and the township when I 
participated in a community question and 
answer session he recently hosted. 

To keep Canton's progress going, 
whether you are voting straight ticket, 
split ticket or mixed ticket I urge you 
to cast one of the up to four votes for 
Canton Township Trustee Karl Zarbo to 
be re-elected. Visit Karl's Candid Canton 
"live" at www.karlzarbo.com to get 
answers to frequently asked questions or 
just call him like I do at (734) 981-0486. 

Randy L. Cook 
Canton 

Candidate wants answers 
Thank you for granting me an inter­

view in the Sept. 28 edition of your 
paper. As you might imagine, it can be 
challenging for a third party candidate to 
get out his message without the advan­
tage of a $900,000 campaign war chest. 
Your article was fair and thorough, plus 
the on line version gave me the opportu­
nity to interact further with concerned 
members of the community which I 
would have otherwise never had. 

Towards the end of the article, you 
checked my claim that the McCotter 
office failed to respond to my questions 
and reported that I was sent two letters, 

one in response to the Telecom immunity 
bill and the other disagreeing with me 
on impeachment. While I did receive 
those letters, the dates you reported were 
not accurate. The claim that a letter was 
sent Sept. 25 could give your readers the 
impression that a response came before 
the article was written. 

However, whether or not a form let­
ter was generated is not at issue but that 
specific questions posed directly to the 
congressman's chief of staff, Andrew 
Anuzis, weren't answered. You can 
hear those questions by going to www. 
YouTube.com/erox07 and watching 
"McCotter & me: episode X." You will 
also hear Anuzis tell me that I would 
have answers in writing "rifled off" to 
me. It's been four months now. What cal­
iber of rifle is the McCotter office using 
to send out letters these days? 

On Monday, Oct. 20,1 had the oppor­
tunity to meet with Livonia residents 
at the CCCA candidate forum. It was 
perhaps the only opportunity the public 
will have to see all of the candidates for 
this office in one place since McCotter 
has planned no public appearance before 
the election. McCotter could have been 
there, but left hours before the event 
to attend a hearing the next morning 
in Washington, D.C. At the forum he 
missed, McCotter's campaign manager, 
Chris Gravel, said that he answered my 
questions. If you watch "McCotter & me: 
episode XV" you will hear me ask him 
how we can hold the president's cabinet 
accountable if Bush extends executive 
privilege to them? You will hear Gravel 
respond, "I don't know." I don't know if 
that is really an answer. 

Gravel later suggested that Anuzis was 
still composing that letter. I'm certain 
it will be a masterpiece. When asked if 
McCotter would be so forgiving of an 
Obama administration, Gravel conceded 
that the president had exceeded his con­
stitutional authority to extend executive 
privilege to his cabinet. Sadly, Gravel is 
not running for Congress. McCotter is, 
and if we are to re-elect him, he must 
answer this simple question himself. 

I believe this to be a most modest 
request. 

Erik Shelley 
Green Party candidate 

U.S. House of Representative? 
Michigan's 11th District 

La Joy owes favors •/•/ * 
The Michigan Republican Committee 

is sending out their garbage slander 
about the Democratic candidate, Dian 
Slavens. They need to look at their pup­
pet Todd La Joy and the special interests 
that have contributed to his campaign. 
Todd LaJoy's special interest groups are 
those that his daddy wrote bills for while 
a state Rep. Todd LaJoy is bought and 
paid for by the Republican special inter­
est network — pull up his finance report 
on: http://miboecfr.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/ 
cfr/com__det.cgi?com_id=513526. 

Look at all the PAC groups that 
have paid for his campaign — bank­
ing PACs, health care PACs, restaurant 
PACs, Motorcycle PACs, rental car 
PACs, DTE Energy PAC, UPS PAC, Real 
estate PACs, AAA PAC, MI Chamber 
PAC, Energy PAC, Insurance PACs, 
Consulting and employment services 
PAC, Waste Management PAC, MI Beer 
and Wine PAC, MHSA PAC, Builder 
and Contractor PAC, Farm Bureau PAC, 
Trucking PAC, AT&T PAC, Small busi­
ness PAC, Auto dealers PACs, * 

The Republican committee should be 
careful of what they accuse their compe-; 
tition of — it seems that their candidate, 
Todd LaJoy, is paid for by everyone... not 
a good candidate to be putting into office 
and expect him to vote for the residents 
he represents ~ he owes a lot of corpo­
rate PACs some favors. 

Todd LaJoy is king of Lansing lobby­
ists and special interest groups — paid 
in full. 

LeonWakoski 
Canton 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail:. 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
"We've been taught how to spin a flag, rifle or saber; we have to know how to dance and put it all together and 
be able to march with the band and not hurt anybody." 
- Megan Meddaugh, 18 of Canton, one of three P-CEP marching band members selected to perform with the U.S. 
Army All-American Marching Band on Jan. 3 during halftime of the Army's Ail-American Bowl in San Antonio, 
Texas, discussing some of the challenges they will encounter 
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Legacy costs: E-mails 
tarnish Yack's record 

LETTERS 

Kurt Kuban 

% fter 20 years as Canton's supervisor, Tom 
•*ji Yack is set to say good-bye. 
s * Although he is due to stay on for a few 

more weeks, many of his supporters will gather 
this weekend at the Village Theater to say fare-

«i«w well and pay homage to him. 
ifcfc From what I'm told this will 

be a first-class production about 
Yack's accomplishments over 
the last two decades. Township 
staff has worked hard to put 
this thing together to make sure 
Yack is remembered as he wants 
to be: The leader who led the 
town from its rural, dirt-road 
past to its current status as a 
shiny suburb on the hill. 

And in many ways, that's who Yack is. Under 
his leadership, Canton has changed dramatical­
ly. While some old-timers would disagree, most 
in Canton today would say the changes have 
been very positive. Canton is one of the nicest 
places to live not only in Wayne County, but in 
the entire region. For.his vision and persistence, 
Yack deserves a lot of credit. 

But that's not the whole story. 
Anyone who has read Yack's e-mails that a 

group calling themselves "Watchdog Canton" 
recently obtained under the Freedom of 
Information Act now knows there is another 
side to Yack. The e-mails make it quite clear 
Yack can also be a vindictive man who, if chal­
lenged, will hit hard without regard for whom or 
what gets damaged along the way. 

Canton Community Foundation President 
Joan Noricks found this out the hard way. 
Noricks, you may remember, had the audacity 
to run against Yack's hand-picked candidate for 
treasurer, Melissa McLaughlin, who has been 
one of his most loyal supporters. McLaughlin 
trounced Noricks in the primary election, 
thanks in no small part to Yack's support. 

The e-mails suggest Yack has run the town­
ship like his own little fiefdom. His use of the 
township's e-mail system for political purposes 
shows, I think, he has no clear understanding 
(or perhaps it's simply a disregard) of what is his 
and what is owned by the township. The line has 
been blurred for him, I think, partially because 
he has never received a real challenge from any­
one for two decades. 

Until Noricks came along. 

Got Game? 
Yep, got scores, too. 

It is clear from his e-mails Yack perceived her 
as a threat to what he has accomplished over 
the years. In his e-mail to Phil LaJoy, who is 
sure to succeed him as supervisor, Yack warns, 
once "she figures out that Canton is organized 
differently than the state statute prescribes" she 
would disband the township's finance depart­
ment. 

In another e-mail' exchange with McLaughlin, 
they discuss the $33 million the township is 
looking at in unfunded retirement health care. 
I think the latter issue will be another telling 
aspect of Yack's legacy. 

Since Yack took office, the size of Canton's 
government has exploded - just like Canton 
itself. As development and the population 
increased, so did the township's services to keep 
up with the growth. The township has built 
some beautiful facilities, including the new 
administrative building, Summit on the Park, 
the library, Pheasant Run golf course, and the 
Village Theater. 

Yack has also done a great job hiring a pro­
fessional staff that is second to none when it 
comes to providing government services. The 
Public Safety Department is one of the most 
well-respected in the state and Leisure Services 
was recently honored as providing the best rec­
reation programing in the nation for towns of 
similar size. 

But all of these employees will retire some day 
and they are going to draw pensions and health 
care benefits, something Yack's administration 
really hasn't had to deal with. It will be Canton's 
future leaders who are going to have to deal 
with those costs. The question will be how will 
the services the town provides its residents be. 
impacted. 

The reality is most people in Canton don't 
really pay that much attention to who is run­
ning township government, and that is largely 
a result of Yack's success. They just know they 
like their community — their parks, their 
library, the retail options and their neighbor­
hoods. 

That's what they will be celebrating at Yack's 
party Saturday. And it is worth celebrating. But 
just remember, there's more to the story. 

Kurt Kuban is the editor of the Canton Observer. He 
welcomes your feedback at (734) 953-2164 or kkuban® 
hometownlife.com 

I read a recent article in one of the other news­
papers in the area about the two skaters (Tanith 
Belbin and Ben Agosto) and how they missed 
the Canton area but feel that they made a good 
choice relocating to New Town Square, Pa., and 
then in another small article in the same paper, 
they talked about a street that was named after 
them at the Arctic Edge arena in Canton and 
how people were upset that their street sign had 
been removed. I guess people don't remember 
that we welcomed these two skaters to our area 
with open arms and actually made them the 
prince and princess of Canton for close to 10 
years. After they had lose a few competitions, 
they decided to pack up and leave the township 
high and dry without even a thank you to the 
citizens that supported them in the area. If it 
were up to me, I would also remove their ban­
ners inside the arena and ship it to them along 
with the street sign and a letter saying "Thanks 
for Nothing." 

Robert Denstedi 
Canton 

Barone is objective 
I am supporting Joe Barone for district judge 

because, unlike his opponent, he has not sought 
the endorsement of Mike Cox, Kwame Kilpatrick 
or anyone else wrapped up in the reciprocal 
backscratching and favor-trading that is ram­
pant in the Wayne County political machine. 
From what I can tell, Mr. Barone is truly an 
objective, impartial candidate, and all indica­
tions are that he would maintain that purity 
behind the bench. We don't need any "urban leg­
ends" in the 35th District Court. 

Christopher Roeser 
Canton 

I am writing this letter to endorse Pat 
Williams for Canton trustee. As a Canton busi­
ness owner in a struggling local economy, I 
recognize the need for strong leadership. I am 
impressed not only with Pat's commitment to 
community but also the business knowledge and 
common sense approach Pat will bring to this 
position. In the past 11 years, I have witnessed 
Pat's commitment and dedication to community 
service groups and the endless hours he has 
unselfishly committed to our community. It is 
for these reasons that I support Pat Williams for 
Canton trustee. 

Doug Mans 
owner, Mans Lumber and Millwork 

LaJoy has solutions 
I recently had the opportunity to witness a 

candidate forum sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters. This well-organized event fea­
tured all three candidates seeking to represent 
Canton in the state House. While I applaud all 
the participating candidates for their commit­
ment in this endeavor, I strongly urge my fellow 
citizens to support Todd LaJoy. 

For the most part, all the candidates were 
able to identify the problems facing our state. 
Nonetheless, only Todd LaJoy was able to 
offer specific solutions to address the compli­
cated issues facing the hardworking families 
of Michigan. I was particularly impressed with 
Todd LaJoy's plans to improve our roads, creates 
jobs, address government waste and increase 
access to affordable health care coverage. Unlike 
the other candidates running for office, Todd 
LaJoy's resourceful platform is fiscally respon­
sible and protects the taxpayers. 

The challenges feeing our state will not allow on-
the-job training and it is important to elect someone 
who is well-prepared to hit the ground running. 
Todd LaJoy's experiences as Canton Township 
trustee, small business owner and lifelong resident 
of Canton have obviously served him well. 

On Nov. 4, please vote Todd LaJoy for state 
representative. 

Robyn Novak 
Canton 

The economy is in a tailspin, millions are 
unemployed, retirement savings are disappearing, 
home values have plummeted and George Bush 
and the Republican Party have been asleep at the 
wheel as they have steered our country into an 
economic depression. The Republicans' anti-regu­
latory philosophy has been largely responsible for 
the mortgage crisis and stock market collapse, the 
health insurance crisis and the decline of the auto 
industry. The latter due to their stubborn refusal 
over the years to go raise the fuel efficiency stan­
dards of cars, which would have made the U.S. 
manufacturers more competitive with foreign 
companies as the gas prices rose. 

The Republicans have failed miserably and 
it is time to elect a Democratic president and 
Congress to put this country back on the right 
track. This is the most important election since 
1932 when Democrat FDR was elected and 
brought America out of the Great Depression 
and brought fairness and confidence to our eco­
nomic system. 

Thaddeus J< Hejka 
Canton 

) 

. . . . • : • • • •?• ' • ;" , • 

<!*M& 

find their best smiles with a wide range of services Including 

•— • • • — ^ W w i p • » • ! • • • • • •!»«» —• 
-V . •"- L " . . 

• ? v : 

* N * ^ -^m. -t . » ; , . . - . 

' + JUr*kJl* 

9430 S. Main Street • Plymouth, MI 48170 

www.drallenberman.com 

* ftv "•*.**•* .< 

12-month term. $2,500 minimum deposit. Comerica checking account required. 

%% 

> % 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.drallenberman.com


A10 (*) Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, October 30,2008 COUNTY NEWS www.hometownlife.com 

Season of giving good time to 
evaluate charitable contributions 

There are an estimated 143 million orphaned 
children worldwide. Gwe hope to one of 

these children by considering adoption 

UPCOMING ADOPTION INFORMATION 
MEETINGS IN FARMINGTON HILLS 

Domestic infant China*, Colombia, Ethiopia", Hafti, India, 
Kazakhstan, Nepal. Russia1*, and Ukraine 

October 14,7pm 
November 18 ,7pm 

December 9 , 7 p m 

I t's hard to believe there are a 
little over two months left in 
the year. There are impor­

tant items to discuss before 
year's end and one of these 
deals with charitable contribu­
tions. 

The holiday season is when 
many people open up their 
hearts and checkbooks to 
charitable organizations. In 
just a few weeks, we will start 
receiving various letters asking 
for money. Americans, by all 
accounts, are the most gener-

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

ous people 
in the world. 
However, there 
are many who 
take advantage 
of this generos­
ity. If you are 
considering a 
charitable con­
tribution, do 
your homework 
on the organi­
zation. 

There are 
many fine charitable orga-

AdoptionMonth.org 

Since QW founding m 1871, weVe always believed 
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nizations that do good work 
with the money they receive. 
However, there also are a lot 
of organizations that do not 

• effectively spend money on 
charitable purposes. In addi­
tion, there are organizations 
that out and out scam people 
out of money. 

Many organizations sound 
very similar to legitimate orga­
nizations, but they are not. 
When you give to a charitable 
organization, you are giving 
money because you want to 
accomplish something good. 
There are a couple of Web 
sites, www.charitynavigator. 
org and www.give.org, that 
can provide you with a wealth 
of information about the char­
ity you are considering. 

One strategy used to maxi- -
mize your charitable contribu­
tion is to donate appreciated 
securities. Donating a stock or 
an investment that you have 
a gain in means you can still 
deduct the full fair market 
value of the investment and 
avoid paying taxes on the gain. 
For example, if you paid $1 
a share for stock that is now 
selling for $10 a share and you 
donate the security to a char­
ity, you can deduct the full $10 
as a charitable contribution 
and avoid the capital gains tax. 
If you have losses on the secu­
rity, then the better strategy 
is to sell the stock, deduct the 
loss for tax purposes and then 
donate the cash to a charity. 

Not all charitable contribu­
tions are cash contributions. 
You also can donate clothes or 
household items. The key is to 
properly value the contribution 
and adequately document the 
donation. Whenever you make 
a charitable contribution, it is 
important to have the proper ,\;_ 
documentation, f have found 
— particularly with clothing 
and household items. — that 
taking a picture aftd keeping 
it with your tax records is"suf- -
ficient. That doesn't mean y^B . 
have to take a picture of each' 
item, btit you. do want some , -
sort of documentation. 

If you donate cash, save 
your cancelled check and the 
receipt that you receive from 
the charity. 

When it comes to taxes, one 
thing no one wants is a letter 
from the Internal Revenue 
Service. Although you can't 
prevent the IRS from contact­
ing you, as long as you have 
the proper documentation and 
receipts, you have nothing to 
worry about. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers' 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetnanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 

KNOW THE SCORE 
check out the numbers in 
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makes his 

For preview of Plymouth-Canton 
playoff game, see Page B2. 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRfTER 

The Plymouth football 
team's defensive scheme is 
designed to funnel all of its 
opponents' plays toward the 
middle of the field, which 
more often than not sets up 
the ball carVier with an up-
close-and-personal appoint­
ment with Wildcat middle 
linebacker Connor Martin. 

Off the field, they'd enjoy 
meeting Martin, a friendly, 
easy-going teenager who is 
an accomplished student (3.8 
grade-point average) and 
lacrosse player. 

On the field, well, that's a 
different story, considering 
Martin hits with the force of 

a freight train and is drawn 
to the football like a bull is 
drawn to the color red. 

Since getting promoted to 
the varsity as a sophomore, 
Martin has established 
himself as an ultra-reliable 
defensive anchor, racking up 
double-digit tackling statis­
tics in nearly every game he's 
played. 

Although not exception­
ally fast or big (5-foot-ll, 
180 pounds), he possesses 
a fearless, old-school brand 
of tenacity that rivals that 
of Jack Lambert and Dick 
Butkus. 

"Connor Martin was born 
to be a football player/' 
said Plymouth coach Mike 
Sawchuk. "He's the type of 
kid that no matter what the 

Please see MARTIN, B3 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Senior linebacker Connor Martin has led Plymouth's defense in tackles the past 
two seasons. 
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Canton senior fullback Nicole Douglas proved a freshman classmate wrong by not only surviving three years of high school football, but thriving at the sport. 

Canton's female fullback earns respect of coaches and teammates 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Canton football team's third-
string fullback may occasionally wear 
mascara and fingernail polish, but, boy, 
does the 5-foot-5,135-pound senior ever 
pack a wallop while running the 41 trap. 

That wasn't "Nick" Douglas bull-doz­
ing through the secondary for a 9-yard 
gain during the Chiefs' regular-season 
finale last Friday night — it was Nicole 
Douglas, perhaps the only girl in the 
state who plays high school football at a 
position other than kicker. 

"One of my teammates likes to walk 
behind me when we shake hands with 
the other team after the game because he 
likes to see how many double-takes 1 get," 
Douglas said, smiling. "The guys on the 
other team will look back toward me and 
say, 'Oh my gosh, it's a girl!'" 

Yes, Douglas is a girl, but she's proven on 
a regular basis the past three years that she's 
also a pretty darn good football player. 

Not a gimmick 
Canton coach Tim Baechler was a little 

skeptical when Douglas approached him 
about joining his program prior to her soph­
omore year, but the skepticism soon turned 
into admiration. 

"Nicole was in one of my classes, so I 
knew her," Baechler said. "She had a great 
personality and she was a hard worker, but 
gym class and high school football are two 
different things. 

"I had a girl try it a couple of years before 
Nicole and she only lasted two or three 
days." 

OK, but... 
Baechler gave Douglas the thumbs up, 

but with certain conditions. 
"I told her she could play as long as she 

attended all the workouts like everybody 
else and if she genuinely wanted to be a 
football player, be one of us," Baechler said. 
'Til tell you what, she has really earned the 
respect of the coaching staff and her team­
mates. I know a lot of her teammates root 
for her and they get excited when she gets in 
the game." 

Baechler gave Douglas a solid scouting 
report. 

"She's in great shape as far as condi­

tioning goes," he said. "She's str.ong, too. 
She's not a great blocker and she can't 
catch real well, but she can definitely run 
the fullback trap. She hits the hole hard 
and fast." 

Too fast and too hard, as far as a 
few opposing defenses are concerned. 
Although she only plays during the tail-
end of blow-outs, Douglas has ripped off 
gains of nine, nine and 18 yards during 
her two-year varsity career. 

"Probably my favorite play was my run 
on Friday night," Douglas said. "Once 
I broke through the line of scrimmage, 
I saw open field, then one of their line­
backers hit me, but I kept going. It took 
about four of their players to bring me 
down." 

Meeting the challenge 
Douglas' high school football career 

was sparked by an ongoing challenge 
that was delivered by a football player 
during her freshman year at Canton. 

"It started when a guy in my personal 
fitness class was messing around with 
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0T goal steals Rocks' state title hopes Scott 
O'Connor was 
a consistent 
offensive force 
during Salem's 
post-season 
run. The junior 
had a two-goal 
game against 
Dearborn in 
a Regional 
semifinal 
game. 
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BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Like a thief in the night, 
a perfectly executed corner 
kick robbed the No. 1-ranked 
Salem boys soccer team of an 
opportunity to move on in the 
state playoffs Saturday night in 
Saline. 
, With U:08 remaining in the 

first 15-minute sudden-vic­
tory overtime period, Saline's 
Dan Kuehn roped a curving 
kick to the left post that Zach 
Walega rammed home to give 
the Hornets a 1-0 triumph on 
a windy, bone-chilling late-
October night. 

The Regional final setback 
proved to be the only blemish 
on Salem's 22-1-4 record. 

The Rocks threatened to end 
the contest two minutes ear­
lier when they lasered a shot 
that bounced firmly off what 
appeared at first glance to be 
the soccer goal's cross-bar and 
right to Lachlan Savage, who 
drilled the rebound into the 
lower right-hand corner of the 
net from 15 yards out. 

The referee, however, ruled 
correctly that the initial shot 
hit the cross-bar on the football 
goal-post that was positioned 
just above the top of the soccer 
net, so the ball was ruled dead 

at that point. 
"It's devastating for all the 

players to get this far only to 
lose in overtime in such dra­
matic fashion," said Salem 
coach Ed McCarthy. "A lot of 
our guys were hoping for a 
goal kick on that play, but the 
linesman called it a corner and 
Saline executed it perfectly. It 
was very difficult to defend." 

Both goalkeepers •— Salem's, 
Sasa Miskovic and Saline's • 
Carter Beil — came up big when 
called upon during the game's 
first 83 minutes. 

Of the many big saves 
Miskovic registered, one of the 
most impressive came with 

33:04 left in regulation when 
he smothered a sizzling 15-yard 
rocket off the foot of Saline's 
Kyle Mattson. 

Salem's best chance to score 
came in the game's seventh 
minute when Josh Pascarella 
lined a free kick into the box 
that Jace Bearden headed into 
the cross-bar. 

Saline's Mitch McLean drilled 
the cross-bar from 35 yards out 
10 minutes later. 

McCarthy said the loss in no 
way diminishes the pride he 
felt in his highly accomplished 
squad. 
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• Rodney S t u c k e y Home Youth J e r s e y to f i rst 7,500 fans 

courtesy of Kerby's Coney Is land & C o c a - C o l a 
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• Pistons Calendar to all fans courtesy of Total Health Care 
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