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Four years ago, Amanda Goodenow was driving
through Canton on her way from school when The

Pumpkin Patch caught her eye.

“I said ‘Ooh, pumpkins!’ and I turned in here,”
said Goodenow, a Dearborn resident and Eastern
Michigan University student. “"And I've been coming
here every vear since then. You can’t find prices like
this in the grocery store and I would rather support

local growers anyway.”

The Pumpkin Patch, located.on Cherry Hill Road
just west of Canton Center, is the _brainchi]d of Silvio

and Helen Vano's son, Larry.

“He came to us (in 1994) and said he wanted to do
this and he started with one row of pumpkins,” said
Helen Vano as she looked around the farmland that
has been in her family since 1941. “I am so proud of
him and it has become a family project.”

Aplace where no pumpkin is more than $5, Larry,
along with his wife, Ganya, have grown the Patch
from one row of pumpkins$ into dozens of rows. His
siblings, Maria and Silvio, Jr. and their spouses,
Gerry and Anp, also tend to the land.

“They grow them, we sell them,” Silvio chuckled.

The Patch, a former fenced-in home to cows,.
sheep, rabbits and chickens, is only open during the
month of October and has become a destination spot

for families.

“We'll have someone drop by when they are alone
and then they come back with their kids and then
they come again with their in-laws and then they
bring their neighbors,” Silvio said, adding that many

The Pumy
Halloween is harvest
time for local
family business

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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Pumpkin Patch owner Silvio Vano has grown pumpkins for 14 years,

District's backpack proqram will feed struqqlmq families

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Schools will begina
program next month designed to help keep
financially struggling families fed through the

weekend.

The district’s food service supplier Sodexo will
partner with Plymouth-Canton in the compa-
ny's nationwide Backpack program.

“Our goal is to very quietly send food home
with students of need,” said Mike Miller, district
manager for Sodexo School Services. “There’s
roughly eight to 10 pounds of food in a backpack
each week. We found that’s more than enough
food to feed several household members during

the course of the weekend.

“Hopefiilly students will be better prepared
Monday morning tolearn and not be hungry,”

he added.

fature.

Teresa Arnold, the school district’s director
of food and nutrition services, said there will
be 20 families identified at each of two yet-to-
be-determined elementary schools. Disfrict
officials hupe the program can be expanded to
the remaining 14 elementary schools in the near

“They don’t necessa.nly have to be a family on
the free and reduced lunch list, but it could be a
family the principal knows is struggling,” Arnold
said. “The backpack will be filled with canned
goods, soups, pastas and foods that will be stable
over the weekend. The backpacks will be exactly
like the ones students have, so no one will know

whats in it.

“We were shocked at how mary applications
we received this year for free and reduced lunch-
es,” Arnold added, “It’s a I7-pereent increase
from last vear.”

Miller said food will be provided by Gleaners
Food Bank in Detroit. During the past year,
Miller said the Sodexo Foundation donated
nearly $20,000 in support of the Backpack pro-

gram.

Arnold said the plan is to have Gleaners drop
off the food at Salem High School, where the
district’s Food Service offices are located.

“We're going to ask shiudents to help us pack
the backpacks. That would be a great way to get
them involved,” Arnold said. “No one will know
who the family is that gets them.”

Event offers opportunities to ‘make a difference’

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Grab your pennies, get ready to
paint, stock up on socks and prepare
to clean — Make a Difference Day is
back. The national day of volunteer-
ing is set for Saturday and there are

four opportunities to help in Canton.

Volunteers will clean and paint

the underpass at 1-275 and Michigan VanDusen, volunteer events coor-
. dinator, said the penny collection
was “phenomenal” last year with
thousands of coins coming in and
that the Goodfellows are hopeful
for similar results this weekend.
- *(GGiven the economic climate, we

Avenue to enhance the trail system.

Opento those age 18 and older,
Home Depot is a sponsor of the
event, which will run from 9 a.m. to
noon, Volunteers are asked to meet

at Fellows Creek Golf Club at 2936 5.

to the work site. Shuttles will run
throughout the morning,
Volunteers also have the oppor-
timity to help count pennies that
have been donated to the Canton

" Goodfellows for its No Child

Without a Christmas project. The

coumnting will take place at Surnmit

on the Park from Tl a.m. to 1 p.m.
In its second year, Pat

Lotz at 8:30 2. and will be shuttled  are hopeful,” said VanDusen, add-
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ing that people can drop off pennies
at the senior center in the Summit
through the end of October.

In addition to the cleanup at the
underpass, voluriteers can opt to
help beautify the stream at Pheasant
Run Golf Club’s 24th hole, located
east Denton Road off of Central
Park Drive from 9 a.m. to noon,
Those participating are asked to
wear gloves, The newest project has

" been coined “Sock Tt to Us” and is

designed to bring in new socks of all
sizes and colors for men, women and
children in the metro Detroit area,
Socks will be collected from 11 a.m.
10 1 p.a. in the Summit.
VanDusen said the socks will be

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY

When: from 8:30 am.fotp.m.
Saturday, Gct. 25 (rain or shine)
Where: Various locations through-
out Canton

To volunteer; Call Pat VanDusen

at {734) 394-5193 or e-mail her at
pvandusen@canton-mi.org.

i3

region for 200

distributed to 16 nonprofit organiza-
tioms in Wayne County. “The feedback
that we get from Make a Difference
Dayisthat it is a really good feel-

ing to know that you are helping to
giveback,” she said, adding that the
outdoor events will conmence rain

or shine, “No matter how much time
someone can give us, even ifits only

five minutes, every hand helps and
every person cen make a difference.”
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Communities

50,000 to 100,080 Populations

DR Violent _Par 1,000 ) Property m1,ooo oo Per1,000. |
Comimunity, {Population® | Crimes* Restdints | Crimes® Hesidants | Crimas®  Residents |

Canton " | 88126 { M0 1 sz 8 |ie W
farmington| 79473 1 12 . .z ) 150 19 1,559" oA
Hills -, T e

ol Ciossir U341 D ous0 2 a4 Luocar

vonia | 96261 | W3 2 | 2418 25 | 28m @b |

Westiand | 84293 463 5 , 276 3 | iM% 38

* Crime and popuiation figures cbtained from F8{'s 2007 Year-End Report.
Fiqures are founded to the nearest whole number.

FBI. says

Canton safest
community in

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER !

Among metro-Detroit communities of similar
size, Canton had the lowest overall crime reported
per 1,000 residents in 2007.

In a recently released annual report from the

 FBI, the township, which had a population of

88,126 residents last year, had 110 violent crimes
— 1 per 1,000 residents — and 1,562 property !
crimes — 18 per 1,000 residents.

The FBI defines property crimes as burglaries,
larcenies, motor vehicle thefts and arson. Violent
crimes are murder, rape, robbery and aggravated
assault.

Overall, Canton had 1,672 crimes — 19 per
1,000 residents — whlch is down 8 percent from
2006.

Canton Executive Director John Santomauro
said based on the growth of the community and
downturn of the economy, officials hadn t expect-
ed a decrease in crime.

“We were pleasantly surprised,” he said.
“Looking at normal factors that affect crime, we
were looking for an mcrease but getting a substan—
tial decrease surprised us.”

Santomaunro eredited resident mvolvement,
community support and a visible, proactive police
department for the decline in reported crime.

“It has long been a philosophy (in Canton)
that crime is not a police problem but a com-
munity problem,” he said, adding that as town-
ship planners have worked throughout the years
on Canton’s development, police officials have
simultaneously mapped out plans to address the
growth.

Among other communities with popula-
tions ranging from 50,000-100,000 residents,
Farmington Hills and Novi had 21 overall crimes
per 1,000 re51dents Livonia had 27, Westland had °

38.

“Criminals make decisions,” Santomaure said.
“If they are driving down Ford Road and see
(patrolling officers), it does act as a deterrent.”

In addition to the police presence in the com-
munity, Santomauro credited the township’s
Community Watch program with getting resulents
engaged and informed about crime. :

For more information on the crime statistics or ;
to learn more about Community Watch, call (734) ;
394-5424 or log on to www. cantonpubhcsa.fety :
Org.
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Com mission rejects W-W recall language -
j q q Pumpkin Patch
customer Amanda
BY SUE MASON . making 1ts ru]mg He added ing where they're standing” on Goodenow pulls a
- OBSERVER STAFF WRITER that the recall effort was “being  the recall issue. load of pumpkins to
_ , done because of other cutside According to Maxwell, the her car. No pumpkin
Organizers of a recall of interests.” 10-member group planned to costs more than §5. -
several members of the Wayne-  “If T know 'm doing the right meet Wednesday.

Westland school board plan to
submit new language this week
after having their first atternpt
rejected by the Wayne County
Elections Commission. |

Shawnn Maxwell of Wayne-
Westland Parents for Quality
Education, called the decision
“a minor setback.”

“We intend to file again,” she
said. “We need to step back and
regroup because we don’t want
this to happen again.”

The group had targeted
school board President
Martha Pitsenbarger and
Vice-President Skip Monit and
dropped efforts to recall board
Treasurer Steve Becher and
Trustee Ed Turner becanse the
two men will be running for re-
election in May 2009. Maxwell
is confident voters will speak
by not re-electing them to the
board.

Monit was pleased with the
outcome of the hearing, say-
ing that the commission “saw
through the distortion” in

thing, I'll take the heat,” said
Menit, who has served on the
board for 10 years ¥

The recall language stated
that the board members had .
rejected the Wayne-Westland
Education Association’s offer
to extend its contract for one
year with a reduction in class
size at all levels and had voted
to discipline teachers for con-
ducting an illegal strike. State
law provides wide interpretive
latitude for recall petitions,
however, the commission’s rul~
ing found the langua.ge tobe

“unclear, imprecise and vague,’
Monit said.

“We were able to argue that -
the wording was incorrect and
the commission upheld that,”
he added. “At least for the first
round, we were able to have the
petitions knocked down.”

Maxwell said the group had
a feeling that the language
would be rejected, becanse it
wasn't strong on the first part,
However, the group is “stand-

“Everyone is disappointed,
but we're not-going to give up,”
she said. “We're doing this for
our kids and the teachers and
we're not going to back down.”

Pitsenbarger and Monit also
are standing by their work as
school board members.

“If you want to recall me
because I put children first
then feel free to do that,” said
Pitsenbarger, a 12-year board
member. “But, I will not be
intimidated to meet demands
based on distortion and lies.”

Monit said the board wants
to work with the teachers
union to reach a contract
agreement, but the board
wouldn’t bankrupt the dis-
trict “to meet unreasonable
demands.”

“T will see this through,” he
said. “I know I'm doing the

" right thing as a school board

member.”

smason@hometowniife.com
(734)953-212

Tired of Low CD Rates?
Looking for a Betler, More Secure Way to
Earn Money and Suppliement Your income?

FREE SEMINAR
Hawthorne Valiey Country Club
7300 Merriman, Westland
Tuesday, October 28, 2008
Complimentary Lunch provided!

Come and learn how 1o eam a betier return
with an extra 50 fo $300 per month.
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Trunk Show Specials!

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

TRUNK SHOW

Friday, October 24, 10am - 8pm
Saturday, October 25, 10am - 5pm
at our GARDEN CITY Showroom only!

$ee Use now Mix and Malch PANDORA Barnngs & Charns!
The new a8 beads ave borp!

Free Pandora polishing cloth with your $25 purchase OR
Free Pandora Bracelet with your $100 purchase OR

Free Pandora Clasp Opener with your $150 purchase OR
Free $50 ORIN Gift Card with your $300 purchase
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PUMPHINS

FROM PAGE AV

of their longtime customers
make two or three visits,
Helen, who gets a kick out
of children taking their time
to find the perfect pumpkin,
said the business couldn't have
better customers “even if we
ordered them.”
" “We have such good, hon-
est people stop by,” she said. *T

have found a lot of joy in see-
ing kids come here as babies
and are now 15 and 16, Tt's a lot
of fun to see the children and
adults smiling as they head
into the field.”

Mary Ann Wray, a longtime
customer, carved out time
Monday afternoon to bring a
friend’s child to the Patch and
had plans to return with her
three children.

“If they don't get to pick out
their own pumpkin, it would

T

be a problem,” she laughed.

As Goodenow gathered eight
pumpkins in a wagon, she
shared a joke with Helen and
then began to load them in her
vehicle while singing,

“I got my heautiful pump-
kins.”

'The Pumpkin Patch will be
open daily from 9 a.m. to 6:30
p-m. through Oct. 31,

tiparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 9532170
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Whirlp ool * Jennair Hotlpoint Vsking

Bosch 0 KitchenAid « GE ° WOIf e Subzero
No Phone Orders or Specml Orders!

‘Home Appliance

GARDEN CITY
29317 Ford Road af Middlebelt
734.422.7030

www.orinjewelers.com

34224 PI moulh Road ¢ Livonia « Ml 734.427.7310
1/4 mile West of farmmiton Rd.
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75 Years of Family Trust

Expect great returns.

Whether you're seeking the flexibility of a MMA or the convenience of a CD,
the great rates and peace of mind comes standard when you open an account

“with us. We’ve been putting our experience to work for our customers for over
140 years. Together, we'll help you find the right FDIC-insured product that fits
your specific needs. Stop in today or call to set up an appointment to discuss the
savings plan that's right for ymi. |

®Huntington

1-877-480-2345 | huntington.com

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us.

} *Minimum balance to apen and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY} for Huntmgtun Certificate of Depos;t is $1,000.00. APY is accurate as of date of publication and subjectto change withaut notice. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. For K
- personal acoounts of fess than $100,000.00, Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits, **nitial minimum depasit of $20,000.00 fequired to open the Premier Plus Money Market Account and obtain 275% Annual Percentage Yield - -
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49,999.99 are 2.70% (2.76% APY) and are guaranteed for one year from the day of account opening, and after that periad rates are not guaranteed and are subjectto change at any time. Rates for batances of $250 00.00 to $999,999,999.99 are subject to
uhange at any time. A $25 Early Account Clasing Fee will apply during the first 180 days after agcount opening. Offer availahle for new consumer eccounts only, and funds from existing Huntington sccounts cannot be used to open the new account. The
(regular interestrates and APYs are current as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. Interestis compounded and paid monthly. Fees could reduce earnings on the account, We reserve the rightto limit acceptance of deposits greater
than $100,000.00. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Member FDIC.  ® and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated, © 2008 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.
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Commission moves closer to altering parks millage

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Wayne County
Commission moved closer
Tuesday to passing an ordi-
nance that will take a portion
of the county’s parks millage
and dedicate it back to local
communities for recreation
initiatives.

Meeting in Canton, the
Commission’s Ways and

‘Means Committee voted in .

favor of altering the 0.25-mill

tax, which county voters first

authorized in 1996 and have
renewed twice since. It gen-
erated more than $13 million
fot the county parks system
in 2007.

If it ultimately passes,

the ordinance — proposed
by Commissioners Kevin
McNamara of Canton, Laura
Cox of Livonia and Bernard
Parker of Detroit — would
transfer 25 percent of the
annual millage back to cities,
townships and villages to use
onlocal parks projects.
Tuesday’s public hearing
attracted & large andience,
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Since our founding in 1871, welve slweys believed in
conservative, careful business practices. After all, we
know that it isw't just owr money that’s at stake, it's yours.
But vou don't have to take our word for it. Your deposits are
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corparation an
additional $150.000 per depositor - up to $250000 - until
Decamber 31, 2009, And our bank ratings are some of the
strongest among financial institutions, Now more than ever,
you need a bark you can count on and we're here to help.
1€ you have any guestions about your money, please stop
by a branch, call 1-877.TOP.RATE ar visit tharterone.com
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including Livonia Mayor:
Jack Kirksey and Canton
Township Supervisor Tom

Yack, two of the millage’s big-

‘gest critics. Both expressed
support for the proposed
ordinance.

“Livonia puts in about
$1.25 million each year. In
return, we've received pen-
nies on the dollar,” Kirksey
said. “This (the ordinance) is
a bright spot, to say to local
communities we want to
partner with you in these dif-
ficult economie times.”

Yack said the ordinance
would take the politics out of
where the millage money is
spent.

However, Wayne County
Assistant Executive Alan
Helmkamp warned the com-
missioners that the ordi-
nance was illegal, because it
would “constitute a different

The League of Women
Voters of Michigan is spon-
soring several non-partisan
forums entitled, “A Fair and
Impartial Michigan Supreme
Court.”

The League of Women

Voters Oakland Area will host

a forum 7-9 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 29, at Schooleraft
College, VisTaTech Center,
Presentation Room, Haggerty
and Seven Mile.

Featured speakers are
Judge Edward Thomas,
Wayne County Circuit Court
(retired); Detroit Free Press
columnist Brian Dickerson;
and Rich Robinson, execu-
tive director of the Michigan
Campaign Finance Network.

. State Rep. Paul Condino,

chair of the House Judiciary
Committee, will moderate the
event.

Races for the Michigan

: Supreme Court have become

purpose” than what voters
approved.

“This is a very tantalizing
proposal, especially at this
time of year,” Helmkamp

‘said, referring to the upcom-
ing election.

Commissioner Cox said the
ordinance was about making
sure there was an equitable
distribution of funds from
the parks millage.

“Every community will see
this,” she said. “We need to
level the playing field.”

The proposed ordinance
now moves to the full com-
mission. However, many of
the details still have to be
worked out on how local
communities will be able

" to use the money, such as

for capital improvements or
maintenanece, or both, and if
the county must first approve
the projects. Several com-

Forum focuses on influence
in Supreme Court race

expensive and highly conten-
tious, with more than $20
million spent to elect justices
since January 2000. The
growth of contributions from
competing special interest
groups and donor disclosure
Joopholes combine o create
the appearance, if not the
reality, of conflicts of inter-
est in the Court’s selection of
cases and its decisions.

“Political influences are
jeopardizing the integrity
of the institution we rely on
to protect our rights,” says
Eva Packard, president of
the Oakland County League
of Women Voters. “The
Court is accountable to the
Constitution and the laws, not
to politicians and groups with
a political agenda.”

The forums are intended |
to raise awareness about the

- problems with the current

system for electing justices,

i

i ey 5o B

missioners, including Phil
Cavanagh of Redford, said :
they were in favor of simply 1
providing the communities
with a check for 25 percent of
what they coniribute to the
millage. i
Only Commissioner Keith i
D. Williams of Detroit voted
against the measure,
“I'think we're going down
a slippery slope. We're going
to start pitting communities
against one another,” he said. i
Helmkamp said the mea- H
sure could end up in court,
but he is hoping the ordi- |
nance can be killed in the i
legislative process.
MecNamara said he is not
worried about Ficano vetoing i
the measure. !
“We are going to succeed "
with this ordinance, and we
have the votes to pass it,” he \
said. i

present ideas for reform, and
encourage citizens to take
action.

The event is co-sponsored
by the League of Women
Voters of Michigan (LWVMI),
League of Women Voters
chapters in Ann Arbor,
Dearborn-Dearborn Heights,
Detroit, Gresse Pointe, [
Northwest Wayne County, :
Troy; Oakland County Bar
Association; Washtenaw :
County Bar Association; gy
Chambers of Commerce of :
Farmington/Farmington
Hills, Livonia and Plymouth;
AAUW of Michigan; !
Association of Black Judges ;

_ of Michigan; Michigan

Campaign Finance Network; :
Michigan Impartial Courts
Coalition; National Couneil B
of Jewish Women, Greater ‘
Detroit Section; and National
Lawyers Guild/Detroit &

Michigan Chapter.
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Focus On The Future!

~ SPECIAL ~
_ Movein by .
Dec. 31, 2008..,
Keep the 2008
Rental Price
Thra Dee, 31, 2009 .

CALL 734-451~1155 TODAY
And Join Us For Lunch And A Personal Tour

37501 Joy Road * Westland, Mi 48185

Wednesday
6:30 p.m.
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'How To Pian Your Wedding in
Like Speed Dating But It's All About Your Wedding

October 29,2008

‘Free En

¥ Have all your questions answered
# Tips on‘how o make your wedding run smoothly
% Avold the most common wedding mishaps
% Educate yourself to create a stress-free wedding ,
¥ Save gas and time-no need to drive all over fown to

~ find everything you need for your wedding
¥ Our panel of experts will give you honest answers

To All Couples Attending!

Reservcﬂons in Advance Are Complimentary
Tickets at the Door-$10.00

Call Today for Reservations' (734) 710.9492

in 90 Minutes

Meehng House
Grand Ballroom -

499 S. Main Streef
Plymouth, M

oy
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Prosecutor

location

A new Wayne County Prosecutor’s
Offfice Out-County Office was officially
opened Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2008 at noon.’

"The new office is in the Dearborn
Heights Justice Center at 25637 Michigan
Ave., Dearborn Heights. The opening
of the new office is the cuimination of
the efforts of Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano, Dearborn Heights Mayor
Dan Paletko, the Police Chiefs of Wayne
County, the Dearborn Heights City
Council, and many others, who made this
possible.

"We know that this office will improve
our ability to serve our out-county com-
munities by bringing justice closer to
their homes,” said Prosecutor Kym
Waorthy.

opens out-county

s out on the Web every

" day at hometownlife.com

Government financial package has benefits for taxpayers

here’s been much written
about the $700 billion pack-
age that Congress passed and

‘President George W. Bush signed,

Most of the conversation has to
do with Troubled Asset Recovery
Program, a plan
that will allow the
government to buy
equity positions in
certain financial
institutions and
troubled mort-
gages. The pur-
e B pose of TARP is to
Mdnev Matters provide financial
institutions with
the necessary
- liquidity to start
loaning money and
easing credit. Although the money
for TARP is the most important
aspect of the bill there are other
aspects of the legislation that can
be valuable to you and me.

In the legislation that creates
TARP, there are a number of tax
law changes that potentially can
affect you and me. One of these
provides some planning oppor-
tunities with regard to charitable
contributions. For the last couple
of years, individuals who were over
age 70%5 and required to take min-

Rick Bloom

Ohpecinlizing in Residentind § CQommercial Restoration
& Custom Brick Work

Dan’s Custom Brickwork

_ Founded in 2002 by Dr.

5 882 York St.  Plymouth, MI 48170

Chimneys & Porches Repaired

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation

and Rebuilt

1.734.416.5425

Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured

QEQBE19480

ADVERTORIAL

The Diet with a Degree of Difference ~ a Medical Degree

he Center for
Medical  Weight
Loss is the first
nationat network of phy-
sicians 1o bring trained
medicai expertise to the
field of weight loss.

Michzel 8. Kaplan, a
specialist in bariatric
medicing, the center offers patients a
leng-term weight-loss approach man-
aged with the full support of certified
medical professionals,

According to Dr. Kaplan, “Treating
peopie with weight problems isn’t sim-
ply 2 matter of telling them to eat less
and exercise more,” he says. His
research found that a central factor is
addiction - to food - and an unhealthy
pattern of eating.  His primary
appreach, therefore, is to break food
addictions and help patients reach a
safe and healthy targe! weight quickly.
Most importantly, the center’s program
teaches patients how to maintain their
welght loss permanently.

“Unlke many consumer welght-loss
programs whose staff requires no
medical knowledge or training, The
Center for Medical Weight Loss’ phy-
sicians are certified professionals,”
notes ‘Dr. Kaplan. “They fully under-
stand the complex factors that are
related to weight gain such as individ-
ual  psychology and

patients are suffering

issues due to excess
waight or merely looking
to lose 15 to 20 pounds,
all recelve a full medical
consuitation with sci-
| entific measurement of
their body mass and
basal metabolic rate and
individual body composition analysis
to accurately predict weighi-loss
resuits.

The center uses the latest techniques
and medical data, and has access to
high-quality nutritional products and
the riewest FDA-approved weighi-loss

medications that are avalable only to -

medical doctors,

The average weight loss experienced
by patients is 21 pounds in four weeks.
In addition to the weight loss itself,
healih benefits include a decrease in
dependence on hlood pressure, dia~
betes and cholesterol medications, as
well as lesser risk of chronic disease
such as congestive heart failure, olini-
cal depression and sleep apnea. Many
successful patients refer to their expe-
rience at The Center for Medical
Weight Loss as life-changing, and in
many cases, life-saving. ’

To locate a center nearest you, call
1-806-MD-BE-THIN or
www,mdbethin.com.

from severe health

imum required distributions from
their IRA had the option to have
the distribution donated to a char-
ity. This provided a great planning
opportunity for people who do not
itemize their deductions.

The law that allowed this tax
treatment expired and was not
valid in 2008. However, with the
new plan this has changed and

_ you now can, if you are over 7034,

contribute your required minimum
distribution to a charity and avoid
having to report the distribution
on your income tax return. For
individuals who are charitable in
nature and who do not itemize
their deductions, this is a great
planning opportunity.

The legislation also contains
temporary relief from the alterna-
tive minimum tax, Under the new
law, the alternative minimum tax
exemption for a single individual
has been raised to $46,200 and
for a married couple, $69,950.
Without this temporary fix, mil-
lions of Americans would have
been subject to the alternative
minimum tax. The tax was estab-
lished in the 1960s to tax the’ very
wealthy that were using certain
shelters to avoid taxes. Because
Congress never indexed the exemp-

tion to inflation, many middle-
income people are now subject to
the tax. The temporary fix will
spare millions of this additional
tax burden.

The education deduction that
had expired has been extended for
2008-09. This deduction allows
you to deduct $4,000 in education
expense for a child, spouse or even
yourself, whether or net you item-
ize your deductions. To qualify for
this, if you're single, your adjusted
gross income must be $80,000
or less, and if you're married,
$160,000 or less.

Another important temporary
tax break extended to 2012 deals
with forgiven mortgage debt.
Under previous law, if a mortgage
company forgave your mortgage
debt, such as in a short sale, the

debt was taxed as ordinary income.

As foreclosures started to mount,
Congress passed a temporary fix
and this has been extended to
2012. Basically, for the majority
of people, if your mortgage debt
is forgiven, the money will not be
taxed.

Other tax law changes included
in the recent legislation include
energy tax credits for home

the sales tax deducfion, The sales
tax deduction had expired in 2007
but now has been extended to
2008 and 2009. The $500 proper-
ty tax deduction for non-itemizers
has also been extended to 2008.

1 always tel] individuals their
goal is never to lower taxes but
rather have more money in their
pocket. In other words, don't let
the tax tail wag the dog and don't
do anything for tax reasons alone.
However, that does not mean we
do not want to take advantage of
the laws available to us.

Take the opportunity to see if
any apply to you and take advan-
tage of the changes. Taxes are a
necessary evil, however, it is not
more patriotic to pay more money
in taxes than you must. The key
is to be smart about taxes and to
make sure the tax laws work for
you.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
guestions at moneymatters@hometown-
Jife.com. For more information, visit Rick's
Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.
com. You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM,

improvements and the extension of

take an extra

all fall clearance apparel,
alreagy

reduced 25-40% |

Excludes Yellow Dot Clearance.

genetics, contributing g yoctors at The Center
linesses and presetip- g4 podical Weight Loss
tion medication.” have specialized training
and use a variety of
techniques to achieve
rapid weight toss.

* Average weight loss
based on a random
sample of 58 men and
61 women on the medi-
cally prescribed diet.

br. Kaplan's approach is
hased on individualized
treatment. Whether

;[ , Now through Sunday, Octaber, 26, 2008

take an EXTRA 20% OFF

a single sale price apparel or
fine jewelry item

or, take an EXTRA 15% OFF
a single sale price accsssory, footwear,
intimate apparel, ladies’ or men's cuterwear or suit,
or men's tailored clothing item

or, take an EXTRA 10% OFF

a single sale price home store, luggage, furniture,
matiress, area rug or furniture accessory item

PARISHAN
VAR WG

AQ0COOT1NOY

Caniet e used in conunction with any other coupon or special elfer.
Capan #1ll nat e svallable in storss. Goupor must ba presarted 4 time of
nurGhase. Dupticates will not be hanored. One coupan per e, Coupon excludes
Yellow Dot Clearancs, all furniture clearanes center merchandise, Incradible Vaiue

Now through Sunday, October, 26, 2008

take an EXTRA 20% OFF

a single sale price appare! or
fine jewelry item

or, iake an EXTRA 15% OFF

) a single sale price accessory, footwear,
intimate apparel, ladies' or men's outerwear or suit,
or men's tailored clothing item

o, take an EXTRA 10% OFF

a single sale price home store, luggage, furniture,
matiress, area rug or furnifure accessory item

PARISHN
A N

ADOCCOTINGY

Cannct be used In conjunction with any other coupen or special offar,

GCoupan will nat be avallabie in stores, Cougon misst ba prasanted at time of

purchase, Duplicates will nat be honored. One colipon per item, Coupon excludas
Yellow Dat Clearance, all furniture cleasance center merchandise, incredible Value
mercharidise, Bonus Buys, Door Busters, all cosmeties and fragrances, Anne Kiein merchandise, Sonus Buys, Door Busters, &l cosmetics and fragrances, Anne Klsin
Bridge, Brahmin, Brighion, Calvin Kisin handbags, Club Lisby Lu, Goach, Columbia Bridge, Brahmin, Brigton, Galvin Klein handbags, Club Libby Lu, Coach, Columbia
apparel, odterwear & accessories, elestonics, Efleen Figher, Elien Tracy, Fina Jawelry é »‘ apparel, outerwear & accessorles, elecironics, Eileen Fisher, Ellen Tracy, Fine Jewelry Jv
spacial overt merchandise, Fine Jewelry Super Values, Fine Watches, Latayefts 148, *  special svent merchandlise, Fina Jewelry Super Valuas, Fine Watches, Lafeyetts 148, I
LevFs, Louben, Maternity, . Johin, Tech Trek, The Sharper Image, Tempur-Padic, Lewl's, Louben, FAztemity, St. John, Tech Trek, The Shamer Tmage, Tempur-Pedic, -

Tumi, Ugg and regufar price merchandize. Coupons are not valid on Breast Cancer Tumi, Ugg and ragular price merchandise. Coupons are not valid on Breast Cancer i
Awareness merchandise, special orders, giff cards or in senvice departments. Cannot Awareness merchandise, special orcers, gift cards or In service departments, Cannot

be applied 1o previously purchased merchandise or mail/phonefintemet orders,
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THIS IMAGE HAS
BEEN DOCTORED.

Lose 21 Pounds in 4 Weeks,

There's no more effective way to lose weight than with o physician monitored
program, Only o medical doctor can tell you whether vour weight problems are
ctusad by a slow metabolism, your medication, your thyroid or other issues. And only -
& madicaf docgor can help. ot only will you lose weight fast, it's safe and designed

ta maintain your weight loss permanently. Find out how easy and affordable itis o
have your imags doctered foo. Coll for ¢ locotion near you, BOQ-MD-BETHIN,

f - the center for medical weight losse

800.MD.BE.THIN www.mdbethin.com

KEEGOHARBOR LIOMIA MACCMB MILFORD SAINTOLAIRSHORES SOUTHRATE WAYNE WEST BLOOMFELD

Arens ovaitoble to board certifed ahys'dans. *Results based an a rendom sornpla of 58 man wnd 61 woman en our
medically preseribed diet. Rasubis moy vary by <entsr, Progeams available for 18 vears and oldar,

be applied to previously purchased merchandise or mail/phonefintamet orders.

For the store nearest you, visit us at bonton com.
Sale prices effective Thursday, Oclober 23 fhirough Sunday, October 26, 2008. Merchandise, style and color avallabn Hy may vary by store. [19664B]

ATIHBD-H-284R
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LIFE HAS |
ITS MOMENTS...

t a promotion

Z

r e

AKE THEM
UNFORGETTABLE

PANDORA
 TRUNK SHOW

‘One DaY Only! Build a Bracelet of Memories -
| d o, b ) " th Add to your collection- or start a new one.
Satur ay, OCtO er 2 5 | Choose from hundreds of Pandora pieces

flown in especially for this one-day event.

9 . 3 O a.m.- 6 . 00 p m . Shop early for the best selection.

Stop in to the Showroom of Elegance and
receive a FREE Pandora bracelet. One
bracelet per customer. This special offer is
valid during the Trunk Show only.

6018 Canton Center Rd.
(North of Ford Rd.) -
P: 734.207.1906
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Friends offer final seasonal
chance to tour Miller Woods

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Shirley Thayer of Ann
Arbor has taken the nature
tour at the Plymouth-Canton
Schools-owned Miller Woods
in Plymouth Township several
times.

However, the visits weren't
her first connection to the
beech-maple climax for~
est located on Powell Road,
between Beck and Ridge.
Thayer — who grew up as
Shirley Miller — lived on the
120-acre farm owned by her
grandfather, Norman Miller,
from the time she was 3 years
old until she graduated from
the old Plymouth High School,
which is now Central Middle
School,

“(The woods) was our big

treat, every Sunday grandpa .
wouid take us down to look at
the trees and we would pick the
wild flowers,” said Thayer, 80.
“I always had a fall leaf project
at school and T could get plenty

. of leaves from the woods.

“Grandpa helped me carve
‘Shirley Miller 12-years-old’
in one of the trees, and we'd |
go every year and see it,” said
Thayer. “Now, I can'’t find it, It
wasn't until I took one of the
tours that I found out you never

‘carve in the trees becaunse it

harms them.”

_ The school distriet pur-
chased 40 acres of the farm, .
which includes the 10-acre
Miller Woods plot. University
of Michigan students in the
“Woody Plants” course visit
Miller Woods to study the trees,
a tradition for more than 40

1 L0CAL NEWS |

BiLL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The Friends of Miiler Woods
offer walking tours of the woods
Sunday at 2, 2:30 and

3pam. :

years. And, Scout troops visit
regularly to work on various
badges.

The Friends of Miller Woods
will hold the last of its guided
walks for the seasen Sunday at
2, 2:30 and 3 p.m. The woods
has a dozen different species
of shade tolerant trees, most of
them sugar maple and beech
trees, of which some are nearly
400 years old.

“We want to raise awareness
and get people to come and see
the history of Miller Woods,”
said Cheryl Bord, president of
the Friends of Miller Woods.
“The more we make people
aware of how neat and unique
this is, the more people will
want to protect it. There are
very few urban forests left.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com

SENIOR LIVING

JRETTR S
101 East Main St., Downtown Northville ¢ 248-349-6940

Wedding Band Trunk Show

OAKMONT

42000 SEVEN MILE RoAD
NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN

(248) 449-1480

g . B Ny g
L un:que.lya%.{g?@y
g (5 ) I wedding ;& event planaing
L . g S s ey ma S ; ~ . )
. -~ D viera | z | S (248) 347 008_8 (248) 349-0522
g % lg Wine provided by Limousines by Wedding Cakes by ;
Bs snilesd |2 Simply Wine 5 Star Limousine Pastry Palace Wedding Cafes i
_ ) {248) 380-WINE {734) 427-7774 (248) 380-2810 &

Hurry, last week to savel
National Karastan Month

plus 12 months No interest, no payments on all Karastan installed carpet
‘and stair runners, including labor and pad' N

O l
Q

plus an
adlditional

i

6.40 per sq. #t. instalied, before rebates
Panache carpeting #55458

bt

Jamboree carpeting #55461

590 per sq, fi. installed, before rebates

B.55' per sq. ft. instalied, before rabates
Qatlands carpeting #53262

4.40 per sq. ft. installed, before rebates
Cabana carpeting #20497

1) 1399.99 soxe,
before rebates
Antique Legends
Villa Veneto area rug
#11070-206 '

2) 1299.99 59«9,
before rebates

Ashara Ravenna
area rug #10383-549

3) 549.99 sy,

before rebates

Artworks Plum Blossom
Maize area rug #55269-219

*Cash back after mai-in rebates, Excludes sales tax. One rebate per transaction; may not be combined with any cther rebate offer. Retainer must be taken between 19/23 and 11/1/08. Order must be placed by 11/16/08. Sea stora for details. tNo interest, no payments on purchases $199 or more with qualifying card. See befow for
Important Deferred Interast Promotional Offer Details. Installation by trained professionals. Offers end 11/1/08. CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBERS: The following licanse numbars are held on behalf of The Great Indoors: AZ (Gen. Gomm, Contr. Lic. ROC #160117B-1 and Gen, Fes. Contr, Lic. ROC #160178B); CA (Contr. Lic. #797613);
MD (MHIC 321-47); M! (Res. Bleir. #2I0N75210) NV (82 #0054532 and £16 #0054531% New York City (Lic, Numbar 1119508); VA (Class A Contr. 2706 057009). Services and instatlation performed by The Gireat Indoors authorized licensed contractors, ’

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAILS (when offered): FINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of purchase at the regular purchase rate in effect from time fo time and all accrued FINANCE
CHARGES for the entire promotional pericd will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional periad or If you default under your card agreement. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your
promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. With credit approval, for qualifying purchases when you use The Great Indoors MasterCard® or a Sears card {Commercial One® excluded). Sears Home improvement Account™ valid on installed
sales only. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. May not ke combined with ary other credit promotional offers. Promotional offers greater than 14 months require minimum monthly payments
as disclosed in the offer. Sears card APRS up to 26.49%, but f your account has a variable APR, the APR is up to 28.99% as of 10/6/08 and may vary. Minimum monthly GE up to $1. See card agreement for details including when the default
raie applies. Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A.

ARIZONA Chandier 480-792-6000 Scottsdale 480-281-9000 CALIFORNIA Burbank 818-260-8000
Chino Hills 909-972-6000 Irvine 949-340-86000 COLORADO Broomfiald 720-566-1000
Lone Tree 303-T08-2500 ILLINOIS Lombard 630-873-8000 Schaumburg 547-874-8000
MARYLAND Gaithersburg 240-529-1300 MICHIGAN Novi 248-679-1000 NEVADA Las Vegas
702-943-6600 NEW JERSEY Woodbridge 732-956-2300 OHIO Columbus $14-880-8800
TEXAS Farmars Branch 214-764.1000 Houston 832-476-8000

We're pleased to
accept these cards.

® 2008 Sears Holdings Corporation
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Here are our plcks for
Canton Township trustee

When Canton voters head to the polls for the Nov. 4 elec-
tion to vote for Canton Township trustee, they will have an
interesting slate of candidates to choose from. There are four
Republican candidates (John Anthony, Todd Caccamo, Pat
Williams and Karl Zarbo), one Democrat (Syed Taj), and one
Libertarian (Charlie Page). In our opinion, voters should re-
elect incumbents Karl Zarbo and Todd Caccamo, as well as
newcomers Pat Williams and John Anthony.

Caccamo has consistently fought to rein gug
in the cost of township government, and he
has displayed independence and the ability to
speak out on issues. While he was often com-
bative during the early part of his term, he has
learned the art of compromise. Ultimately, we
think Caccamo, who is a U.S. Marine reserv-
ist, has done enough to earn a second term, =58
even though part of that term might be spent John Anthony
elsewhere serving his country as a Marine.

Zarbo, who is completing his sixth year as a
trustee, is an easy choice. He has a firm grasp
of the issues impacting the Canton commu-
nity and government. With his background in
commercial real estate management, he has
provided an influential voice when it comes
to development issues, partictlarly along Ford
Road. Todd Caccamo

John Aunthony, a township resident since | :
1973, spent 25 vears as a special agent with the
FBI before retiring in 1993. Anthony brings a
ton of experience to the table, especially when |
it comes to public safety. In fact, his main §&
goal is to make sure Canton’s Public Safety [
Department is well-funded and maintains its |
excellent reputation. There is nothing more
important, in his opinion, than for Canton pat williams
residents to feel'safe in their homes and neigh-
borhoods.

Williams has lived in Canton for 23 years
and raised his three children here. Williams,
who was named a Canton Township
Community Supporter Award in 2006, seems
to have been groomed for the position of
trustee, He is a past president of the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, board member of y,r73rne
the Canton Lions Club, and a graduate of
the Leadership Canton program. He has also
served on Canton’s Board of Review. But it is for his business
background that sets Williams apart from some of the other
candidates in this race. He is an accounts manager with
Automotive Components Holdings, LLC, which is a Ford
Motor Co. subsidiary, and a small business owner.

Taj, the lone Democrat, is an interesting candidate. He is the
chief of medicine at Oakwood Hospital in Dearborn. Born in
India, Taj should be an inspiration to Canton’s booming Asian
population. In fact, he said he hopes his candidacy will inspire
other Indian-Americans to run for public office in the future.
We hope they take him up on it. Unfortunately, Taj doesn’t
know enough about township issues to merit our endorsement,

Canton voters would best be served by choosing John
Anthony, Todd Caccamo, Pat Williams and Karl Zarbo on
Nov. 4.

McCotter is our chou:e

These are troubled times.

Our economy is in shambles. The stock market is a pen]ous
roller coaster. We are committed to two war fronts. Voters are
worried about their jobs, health care, retirement, educational
opportunities.

Democrats have reason to be optimistic about retaining their
majority in the U.S. House and picking up seats in the House
and Senate. But Michigan's 11th Congressional District has been
a safe seat for Republican incumbent Thaddeus McCotter.

McCotters Democratic opponent, Joseph Larkin, is a Livonia
attorney with no government experience. He offers basic
Democratic talking points and seems honestly concerned about
the war in Iraq and the foreclosure problems. But he has a super-
ficial understanding of some issues and no record of government
service that would suggest he could be a Congressional leader.

MecCotter is a bright man with some complex and puanced
positions and observations on national issues. He sees himself as
atrue conservative and, as chair of the Republican House Policy
Committee, he helps the party set its conservative agenda.

His voting record has generally been supportive of President
Bush and Republican positions. He usually votes with his party.
But as a member from southeast Michigan, he also votes the dis-
trict on issues involving trade, the auto industry and minimtm

wage,

WeTe often bothered by McCotter’s rhetoric. He'll often label
domestic positions he opposes with a pejorative use of the loaded
word “socialist” and has labeled those who oppose his foreign
policy positions as “appeasers.” As someone who speaks about
working with members of the other party, he needs to tone
down his thetoric.

Given his intelligence, his ﬂem'bmty on issutes of local i impor-
tance, his broad legislative experience, his regular presence in
the district and his constituent service, we support the re-elec-
tion of Thaddeus McCotter for a fourth term.

@bserver
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Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Peter Neill
Community Editer | Executive Editor | Vice President
General Manager
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Sales & Marketing
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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.
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Six-year-old Emma 0'Beirne of Westiand looks at her voting sticker, as her mother, Amy 0'Beirne, casts her vote in the primary election. This.will be an -
historic election and everyone is encouraged to exercise their right to vote. ‘

Barone is impressive

1 attended the Canton Chamber
Candidates Forum a couple weeks ago
and the recent League of Women Voters
debate. I was very impressed with Joe
Barone. Joe represented himself very
well and presented a very humble per-
sonality. He understands what it will
take to relate to the peopleé that will
appear before him as a 35th District
Court judge and will work as a team
member of the 35th District Court. His
endorsements are genuine and from the
heart of those that granted them. These
judges and attorneys have actually wit-
nessed him practice law. Joe has been .
involved in our community for years
as he and his wife, Maria, built their
Plymouth practice from the ground up.
Joe is a self-made man with the most
experience and the most time spent prac-
ticing in the 35th District Court. That is
why I am voting for Joe Barone for 35th
District Court judge.

Mark Hutchins
Canton

Re-elect Zarbo

I am writing to encourage a vote
for Karl Zarbo to re-elect him Canton
Township trustee, Kar] has been a
trustee for six years and understands the
issues as well as the benefits Canton has
10 offer. He has helped bring new busi-
ness here as well as support things like
hiking trials and open spaces. He is also
available and approachable for questions
P've had on such things as boat storage,
driveway markers, recycling, and new
businesses. I appreciate him finding out
answers to questions that are important
to me.

Voting for Karl Zarbo on Nov. 4th is
avote for the things that make Canton
great.

' Jennifer Lay-Luskin
Canton

Stavens is best choice

Dian Slavens is the best choice for state
representative in Canton, Belleville, and
Van Buren Township:

Dian Slavens understands the eco-

_nomic problems facing families in our

communities and she is ready to address

them as state representative. Her top pri-

orities include good-paying jobs, access

to affordable and quality health care and

more adequate funding for our public

schools, '
As our state representative, Dian

. Slavens will work to provide incentives

for businesses to create jobs, so people
in our communities can proudly provide
for their own families. Dian knows that
small local businesses are the backbone
of our economy and that providing them
with sensible tax relief benefits all of us.
As a heaith care professional, Bian

Slavens sees the inequity in health care
and health insurance in Michigan. Dian
believes that health care/insurance for
each and every Michigan resident cught

LETTERS

to be equal to or better than the health
care we provide to our state legislators
through our tax dollars.

As amother, young grandmother and
longtime resident, Dian Slavens knows
that the traditional public schools in our
communities have been shortchanged in
the foundation grants they receive from
Lansing. As our state representative,
Dian will work toward more equitable
and fairer school funding so our chil-

. dren’s classrooms are not teeming with

35 or more students.

For our senior citizens and retirees,
Dian will work as state representative
to assure every retiree and senior citizen
that their pensions and retirement sav-
ings are secure and there when they need
them. Dian Slavens is an independent,
caring and fresh voice that we need to
represent us in these tough economic
times. Vote for Dian Slavens for state
representative on Tuesday, Nov. 4.

Martha A. Trafford

Canton -

LaJoy is prepared

I recently had the opportunity to wit-
ness a candidate forum sponsored by
the League of Women Voters. This well-
organized event featured all three can-
didates seeking to represent Canton in
the state House. While I applaud all the
participating candidates for their com-
mitment in this endeavor, I strongly urge
my fellow citizens to support Todd LaJoy.

For the most part, all the candidates
were able to identify the problems facing
our state. Nonetheless, only Todd LaJoy
was able to offer specific solutions to
address the complicated issues facing the
hardworking families of Michigan. I was
particulasly impressed with Todd LaJoy’s
plans to improve our roads, creates jobs,
address government waste and increase

-access to affordable health care coverage.

Unlike the other candidates running for
office, Todd LaJoy's resourceful platform
is fiscally responsible and protects the
taxpayers.

The challenges facing our state will niot
allow on-the-~job training and it is irnpor-
tant to elect someone whao is well-pre-
pared to hit the ground running. Todd
LaJoy's experiences as Canton Township
trustee, small business owner and life-
long resident of Canton have obviously
served him well.

On Nov. 4th, please vote Todd LaJoy
for state representative. \

. Robyn Novak
: 7 Canton

Cronan is real change

Bvery election cycle, the common

theme amongst the electorate and news-

papers alike is the talk of changing the
way things are done at the local, state
and federal level of politics. Strange
thing though, there is hardly ever

any change. The mantra that is being
screamed from the aforementioned enti-
ties is nothing more than blowing a lot of
hot air.

Now once again, we are being asked to
support the endorsement of the Canion
Observer with regard to the state’s 21st
District House seat, I question whether
or not the endorsement is based on the
paper feeling that he is the best for the
job or does it boil down to name recog-
nition. I mean, that is the best way to
get elected around here, but when the
electorate down in Detroit does the same
thing, they are criticized for being igno-
rant and out of touch, :

It is for that reason that 1 support
the candidacy of Brian Cronan for the
state’s 21st District House seat. ] implore
people to get off of the name recognition
bandwagon and to go to his Web site
{(www.briancronan.com) and decide for
yourself if he is worthy of your support.’

" We should all be sick and tired of follow-_

ing the two-party system'like sheep with -
their promises of giving us the world
and delivering nothing more than a bag
of rocks as if we are all trick-or-treating
with the venerable “Charlie Brown.” Mr.
Cronan has some great ideas and his
“thinking outside the box” approach is
a breath of fresh air. He has my support
and I hope that many of you will follow
suit.

Eric Brown

Canton

Quit pointing fingers

I was watching TV the other night
when I saw an ad from Todd LaJoy,
spreading lies about Dian Slavens, his
opponent in the state representative
race. LaJoy claims that Slavens will raise
taxes, but she has never said this and is
in fact against any tax increase, i Todd’s
going to point fingers for Michigan’s
finaneial problems, he should look with-
in his own house. Phil LaJoy was one of
the representatives in Lansing during the
last government shut-down, and if any-
one in Canton is accountable for our tax
situation, it’s someone with the last name
LaJoy. With people like Todd LaJoy pay-
ing for air time, you can’t believe every-
thing you see on television. Join me in
voting against Todd LaJoy on Nov. 4th.

Joe McGlinchey

Canton

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We weicome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address-and phone number
-for verification. We ask that your letters be 400

- words or less. We may edit for clarity, space

and content

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
362515choolcraft .
Livonia, MI 48150

Fax:
(734) 5917279

E-mail;
kkuban@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“Growth you can absorb within your current facilities and absorb within current staffing means you have scale
of economy, which is good ... Right now we can absorb that, but you can't continue to grow without expanding
facilities. At the middle schoof level, we're pretty tight in a couple of buildings - Discovery is pretty full - so how
much more growth can you absorb in a facility? Then you have to start talking about additional facilities, and that
¢an become expensive. Or add on to current facilities, but that's hard to do because maybe the infrastructure - the
hallways, cafeterias and gyms - can't support it.”

- Craig Fiegel, Plymouth-Canton Schools superintendent, on his district becoming the state’s third-largest, behind-

only Detroit and Utica
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Taj wants to help
the community

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Taking a cue from the cam-
paigns for the nation’s highest
office, Syed Taj says a change is
needed in Canton.

- Taj, 63,

the chief of

¢ medicine for

Oakwood

Hospital in

Dearborn

is the lone

Democrat run-

ning for a seat

Taj on the Canton
Township

Board of Trustees.

“My feeling is that this coun-
try has given me alotand I
want to return the favor,” said
Taj, who was born in Tndia.
“Because of my age, I can't be
in the Army but T think politics
is the next best (thing).”

Taj, who moved to Canton
two years ago, said he got
familiar with the community
in 1992 after he and his brother
developed Aziz Estates, 4 52-
home subdivision near Palmer
and Lotz roads.

“I'm not a professional politi-
clan,” the married father of one
says. “I just want to help my
community.”

Taj, who has also practiced
medicine in India and Great
Britain, said he is concerned
about falling home values,
transparency of township gov-
ernment and the advancement
of Canton’s official Web site.

And while applauding the
work of Leisure Services, Taj

said he would like to see mem- -

bership costs for Summit on
the Park reduced for senior cit-

© izens on fixed incomes. He says

he also wants to work to curb
government spending, reduce
taxes, increase recycling efforts
and continue road improve-

TRUSTEE CANDIDATE SYED
T '

Age: 63

Political Party: Democrat
Career: Oakwood Hospital chief
of medicine

Family: Wife, Sofia; sen, Asad
Web site: www.SyedTaj.com

ments. '

“I want to add on to what is
going on in cur government,”
he said, adding that aside from
Oakwood being his employer,
he is pleased with the possibil-
ity of a hospital coming to the
township. “We need a hospital
(here).”

And while he understands
some resistance to Oakwood’s
proposal to build off of Beck
Road and Michigan Avenue, he
feels the plans are favorable to
the whole community.

“I don’t think people realize
what benefits it will give them,”
he said.

Saying that the township
is “one of the best” areas in
‘Wayne County, Taj feels that he
can bring a new perspective to
the beard, which represents a
diverse population. As an India
native, Taj says he was disap-
pointed when the proposal for
the Hindu Temple rebuild took
a controversial turn and led to
the resignation of a longtime

planning commissioner.

“I think the board needs
representation for all people,”
he said, adding that he would
like to serve as a role model for
more people getting involved
in local politics. “T'm doing this
for our next generation. I'm
trying to show them the path.”

tiparks®hemetownlife.com
{734) 953-2170

Page wants to ‘make government work for the people’

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Charlie Page is not your aver-
age political candidate. Any
discussion about politics with
him is sure to take an abstract
turn.

A “semi-retired’ computer
analystand
Realtor, Page,
66, is just-as
or more apt
to discuss the
tenets of phi-
losophy and
religion than
he is the politi-
cal rumors of
the day. He
can guote the works of authors
William Shakespeare and
William James, and he inter-
jects words like epistemology
and empiricism into everyday
conversation.

- Tt .certainly isn’t what you
would expect from a guy who
is trying to get elected Canton

Page

TRUSTEE CANDIDATE

CHARLIE PAGE

Age: 66

Political Party: Libertarian
Career: Semi-retired computer
analyst and Realtor

“Famify: Married to Nancy, with
two adult sons. '

Township trustee,

Page was born in a min-
ing town in West Virginia
and grew up in Ohio. He first
came to Michigan in 1970
and moved to Canton in 1980.
Over the course of his profes-
sional career, Page has worked
for a number of corpora-
tions, including Lumbermen’s
Mutual Insurance Company,
Burroughs Corporation,
Michigan National Bank,
UNISYS Corporation, Kramer-
Triad Management LLC, and
Midstates Alliance Group,
LLC.

.Page said he first started
paying attention to Canton
government when he noticed

his tax bills going up on an

annual basis,

started to regularly attend
board of trustee meetings,
and has been an open critic of
government spending, He has
been particularly critical of
Canton Leisure Services, espe-
cially programs and facilities
that do not pay for themselves
like the Pheasant Run golf
course. :

“What's this quality of life
motto? What is it? I need
someone to define it for me,”
said Page, who served in the
U.8. Army in the 1960s.

Although he is running
as a Libertarian, Page said
he considers himseif to be a
Republican, but a misunder-
standing with the clerk’s office
resulted in him missing the
deadline for primary ballot. So
he turned to the Libertarian
Party, He attended the party’s

Four Republicans candidates running

Kar! Zarbo has unfinished business,
'Pat Williams wants a chance to imple-
ment his ideas, Todd Caccamo still
wants to serve and Jobhn Anthony is .
looking to take his love affair with the

township to a new level.

As the Republican candidates for the
Canton Board of Trustees, these four
already skated past three candidates

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth Canton
Symphony Orchestra and the
Plymouth Historical Museum
have been awarded grants - |
which will be used to fund edu-
cational programs.

The symphony has been
granted $9,000 from the
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs to promote
both educational programs
and orchestral performances.
Musical director and conduc-
tor Nan Washburn has made it
a htallmark of the orchestra to
suppeort living composers and

Charlie Page.

government.

great American music during
her 10-year tenure.

“We believe in highlighting
the work of new American com-
posers, especially those from
Michigan, as a regular part of
concert programming,” said
Beth Stewart, executive direc-
tor. “It’s a wonderful way to
introduce our audiences to new
and beautiful music. To be hon-
ored by the state of Michigan,
especially in this economic cli-
mate, is especially rewarding.”

The Plymouth Historigal
Museum will use its $3,700
matching grant from the
Motorcities National Heritage
Area to create an interactive

in the primary election and are hop-
ing to do it again in November against
Democrat Syed Taj and Libertarian

Zarbo, a former member of the
Planning Commission, and Caccamo
are running as incumbents. Anthony
and Williams are newcomers to local

state convention and was nom-
inated to run for trustee.

Page is not spending any
money to campaign, and is
largely getting the word out
about himself through
televised appearances at can-
didate forums and board meet-
ings. :

If elected, he said he will go
over the township budget with
a fine-tooth comb and cut out
what he considers non-essen-
tial expenditures.

“I'm going to evaluate what
is needed for government and
what is not,” he said,

Page believes the people who
have run Canton’s government
for the last decade have grown
attached to power, and no lon-
ger are serving the township’s
residents.

“The only reason I'm running
is to make the world better
for my sons and grandson,” he
said. “I want to make the gov-
ernment work for the people
again,”

for trustee

In the August primary, Caccamo was
the highest vote-getter out of seven can-
didates pulling in 3,616 votes (22 per-

cent). Zarbo got 3,014 votes (just under

touch screen kiosk in front of
the museum’s Alter Car exhibit
in the Timeline of Plymouth
exhibit.

The kiosk, which will be the
second in the museum, will
allow visitors to select options
and learn more about the
Plymouth invention and its
inventor, Clarence Alter, as well
as the history of automobile
entrepreneurs and the transi-
tion from horseless'carriage to
the automobile in the Plymouth
area. Museum director Liz,

- Kerstens said the kiosk should

be operational early next year.
“Technology is our future,”
Kerstens said. “It gives us

19 percent), Williams captured 2,815
votes (17 percent) and Anthony had
2,732 votes (17 percent}.

- By Tiffany L. Parks

Grants help with museum, PSO programs

another way to tell a story, and
we can tell more in that small
space than we can with a num-
ber of objects. We can expand
on the various topics and peo-
ple get to pick what they want
to read or hear.

“We need to entice people to
learn about history and, ina
compelling way, to show.that

history can be fun,” she added,

The Plymouth Historical
Museum has also been selected
to receive the 2008 History
Award from the Wayne County
Council for Arts, History and
IHumanities for fts cultural con-
tributions.

‘ ; FF'S BASY BATH. fust put vour money into a Citizens Bank
high-vield CD to make more. That's smart.

.

TO FIND THE CITIZENS BANK
LOCATION NEAREST YOU,
VISITCITIZENSBANKING.COM OR -

CALL 800-444-6989.
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‘Dr. Allen Berman Can Help
You Achieve The Smile You
Have Always Dreamed Of...

Dr. Allen Berman, Plymouth’s premier Dentist specializing in
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry, has helped countless. patients
find their best smiles with a wide range of services including:
 Porcelain Veneers

*» Porcelain Crowns

« Non-Metal Fillings
» Several Opitions for Teeth Whitening

Dr. Allen Berman, D.D.S.
"9430 S. Main Street ¢ Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-2200

Visit our website at;
www.drallenberman.com

* Bonding
» Implants
* Invisalign
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