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Canton could get 2nd charter school ‘

A a5 . e st

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
CASERVER STAFF WRITER

It’s not an extension of Canton Charter
Academy, but a new charter school could be on
the horizon for the township.

A special land use request for Universal
Academy, a Hamadeh Educational Services,
Inc. school, is slated to go before the Canton
Planning Commission Nov. 3.

Township Planner Jeff Goulet said the group
submitted paperwork to Canton about a month

ago. The K-12 public charter school is looking to
build on a Saltz Road parcel between Ridge and
Beck roads. The land divides the Vintdge Valley
and Antique Forest subdivisions and is less than
a mile south of Canton Charter Academy, which
had proposed an expansion to its ciurrent facility
earlier this year.

Because the proposed plans involve a school,
Goulet said Hamadeh Educational Services isn't
obligated to submit a formal site plan to the
township.

Nawal Hamadeh, the founder, superintendent

and CEQ of Hamadeh Educational Services, has
two schools in Dearborn and one in Detroit and
says she’s ready to branch out into the township.

“We are definitely excited,” she said. “Our
targeted student population seems to exist (in
Canton).”

The school system, which has an emphasis on
promoting leadership and cultural dlversrsy, has
2,000 students.

“Since our first graduating class in 2004, we
have had a 100 percent graduation rate,” said
Hamadeh, who previously worked in both pub-

r

lic and private schools. “And 100 percent of our
students have gone to college.”

Hamadeh, who highlighted that her schools
offer classes on Arabic as a second language,
said children are better served by havmg educa-
tional options.

“Private schools can’t meet 100 percent of the
needs and public schools can't meet 100 percent
but charter schools can serve as a medium,” she
gaid: “I believe that choices are great.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 9532170

Wayne Westland will need
to make up missing days

Gallimore Elementary School fifth-grader Abbey Farweil watches as she releases her group's bal'loon-powered vehicle,

Wheels in motion

*These days have tobe made up,” said

Superintendent Greg Baracy. “Uniike the
- union lawyer’s analogy that these days were

equivalent to a snow day, they were not an
act of God, Fowas a strike, and these days will
have to be made up. We may have to use one of
those long breaks to do that.”

Baracy made the cormiments Friday morn-
ing just hours afber students returned to
classes following an end to a four-day strike by

PHOTES BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHGTOGRAPHER

members of the Wayne-Westland Education

" Association. Wayne County Cireuit Court

Judge Kathleen MacDonald issued an injune-

tion Thursday, ordering an end to the walk-out.
The teachers have been working without

a contract since Aug, 25. The union and dis-

trict had agreed to a.30-day extension which

expired Sept. 30, just six days before teachers

BY SUE MASON _
QRSERVER STAFF WRITER NEGOTIATIONS UPDATE
Tl 3 - ) B Wayne-Westland schood board Vice President
School is back the We j ) o
esﬂ;"d‘éommﬁfgséﬁ’l;ﬂ]s {jut Slyél g;es,  Skip Monit described Thursday's session with a state
tionm now is when the four da,ys losttoateach- | ‘mediator as “pretty much a stalemate”
ers strike will be made up. According to Monit, the district offered acolinter to

a unicn proposal of retaining MESSA heatth insur-
ance at no cost to members. The district countered
withits modified health care proposal that would tie
theemployee’s cost to the percentage of increasein
money the district gets from the state.

The offer was “flatly rejected by the union," Mot
said.

B The Wayne-Westiand Education Association

said the district “failed to respond' tots written
proposal, but instead presenied on that “provided
zero dollars” of its fund balance to pay for class

size reduction. According to the union, the district
“indicated that any class size reduction would have
to come out of the teachers’ contract.”

M Times and dates of negotiations are determined
by the state mediators who have asked the two

Balloon power tests students in science, math

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Every Wednesday afternoon it's a challenge
to move through the crowded fifth-grade cor-
ridor at Gallimore Elementary as students build
balloon-powered cars and test them to see how
straight and far they can go.

It’s an hour to learn about science and math,
but you won't hear any complaints from students
about being bored.

All third- and fifth-grade students in the
Plymouth-Canton school district are participat-
ing in “A World in Motion,” designed to show
students that learning math and science is both
practical and fun. While the program isn’t new,
Plymouth-Canton is the first, public school
district in the country to have a district-wide
partnership with the Society of Automotive
Engineers. Student mentors for the hour are
adult engineers from automotive companies and
their suppliers, including Johnson Controls and
AVL North America in Plymouth Township and
Yazakiin Canton Township. It's an effort by the
companies to develop home-grown engineers to
fulfill future demands.

“It brings hands-on practical experience

- to children, and the kids can't get enough
of it,” said Russ Burgei, an engineer from
Johnson Controls who velunteers at Workman
Elernentary. “Not only does it fit grade-level
requirements, but it gives the volunteer engi-
neers an opportunity to mentor and interact
with the children. Engineering can be fun, it’s
not all about data.”

Third-graders construct paper sailboats and
test different sail shapes and sizes to meet spe-
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walked out.

was in the courtroom Thursday morning.

can break the law and get away with it.”

In a statement issued by the Michigan
Education Association WWEA President

Gallimore Elementary School fifth-graders John Vary,
left, and Morgan Fuller get a little help from Yazaki

on in negotiations.

firing. However, MacDonald in her decision
put the district on notice that it cannot take
disciplinary action against the teachers who

“T'm disappointed by that stipulation,” said
school board Vice Pregident Skip Monit, who

“This sends a bad message to students that you
He added that MacDonald’s decision leaves
school boards “being held hostage by teachers.”

Nancy Strachan said that teachers were able to
" make the community aware of what was going

walked off the job. sies {0 prepare proposals to bring to the table
mﬁ%ﬁ?&%@?ﬁmﬁgﬁﬁ' when bargaining resumes at 5 pm. Monday. The

Wayne-Westland schoal board plans to meetin
closed session at noon Monday before negotiations
resume.

M Parents held arally at the school board offices
Thursday evening to show support for the teachers
and students and an effort has started aimed at
recalling members of the school hoard. Petitions
have been pulled with the Wayne County Elections
Commission to start the process. Ballot language
will have to be approved by the commission before
organizers can begin gathering signatures to

force a recall election. People can send an e-mail -
to waynewestlandrecalitheboard@yahoo.com for
more information.

guality engineer Anne Michelis as they work on their
science project.

cific performance criteria, all-the-while learn-
ing about friction, forces and design.

Fifth-graders build a Jet Toy — toy cars air-
powered with a balloon ~ in which they work
with axles and weights to make the car go
straight and for distance. Whether they realize
it or not, students are learning about jet propul-
sion, friction, air resistance and desigh as core
scientific concepts. ‘

“We let the balloon go and see how it runs,”
said 10-year-old Jacob Kubinski of Canton,
a Gallimore ﬁfth-grader who was testing his.
group’s air-powered car in the hallway. “We -
have to tighten the axles to make sure it doesn’t
go left or right. Ifit does, you can probably
angle the balloon the way it's not going.”

Please see BALLOON, A6

B Crowned

Kara Gregory is
crowned the 2008
Canton High Schoot
homecoming gueen
by last year's
queen, Brooke Van
Esley. Homecoming
king Dan Stoney,
star kicker for the
Chiefs, was in the
iocker room but was
ably represented
by stand-in Joey
Hanagan.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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AROUND CANTON
‘StOI'IGS from the Shadows' Chorus hE‘p on the Park. For more information College’s VisTaTech Center
contact, Jennifer Tobin, Canton Arts  (Waterman Room). Pre-register
Ca.nton Leisure Services will host - The Canton Community Youth Coordinator at (734) 394-5484 orby  before Oct. 10 (required) by calling
an evening of “Stories From the” ~ Chorusand Adult Chorus, underthe  e-mail at jtobin@canton-mi.org, {313) 792-9621 or e-mailing monitor-
Sha,dows on Sunday, Oct.12from  direction of David Welling, is currently Canton N ing@therouge.org. More information
4~7 p.in. at Canton’s Lower Rouge accepting new members. The Youth anton Newcomers and past results can be found at www.
River Recreation Trail, located Choiris comprised of boysand girls 6-  The Canton Newcomers monthly therouge.org. ‘
at Morton Taylor and Mlc’hlgan 15 years of age, while the Adult Chorus  meeting scheduled for 7:15 p.m., Nov. This is a great opportunity to get
Avenue, - is for anyone 16 years of ageand older. 5 will welcome Jeannette Williams outside, learn about your local stream
Storytellers will do their best to The purpose of these groups is to from the Canton Summit Aquaticand  and have a good time. Volunteers
assure age-appropiiate entertain- provide an outlet for those individuals ~ CPR Center, who will be speakingon  need no experience but must pre-
ment throughout the evening, All interested in singing inan organized  how we can best handle emergency register before October 10. Children
children must be accompanied by choir, Varigus vocal and performing ~ situations at home (someone fallingor 5 and older are welcome when
an adult. Parents are strongly dis- skills will be taught through vocal fainting, general cuts, and other home  accompanied by a participating adult.
couraged in bringing clildren under exercises and choral work. Thegroups  disasters) and the best remedies for On Bug Hunt Day, volunteers meet
4 years of age to this scary event. Be  will explore mauy'styles of music, these situations. Demonstrationswill  at a central location (Schooleraft
sure to dress weather appropriately, including classical, pop, musical be done with club volunteers. College) where they are assigned to
wear comfortable shoes and make  theatre and jazz. Whether you area In addition, Showroom of Elegance  ateam. Each team carpools to two
sure you're sitting next to someone  beginner or kave performedin choirs  will be holding a “Gold Party” Bring  sites where they sample under the
braver than you. before, come and enjoy this shared your unwanted jewelry tobepaidin  direction of a trained team leader. Th l tt t
Registration is required to attend  musical experience. cash for your items. This event also Volunteers take on the job of “picking” e e e rmeﬂ re u m
this event where participants will The chorus’ concerts this season supports our club’s fund-raising goals. anything moving from sample trays The Lettermen, who have been performing for
hear about mysterious noises, included an on-stage dress rehearsal The group welcomes new members  bronght up from the river. more than 40 years, will perform at the Village

haunted places, and unexplained
events. Canton residents can cur-

rently register for just $8 per par- p.am. at the Village Theater at Cherry  more than 50 years. at their site because the presence Head On My Shoulder,” "Goin’ Outta My Mind,” and
ticipant. Non-residents can register  Hill. Tickets for this entertainingper-  The meeting will take place atthe  ofmany of these sensitive ingects “Can't Take My Eyes Off You." Tickets are $45 for
for just $10. Space is limited. Sign ~ formance arejust $12. - Sunflower Subdivision Clubhouse at ~ tells them that the stream is in good all seats. The current Lettermen consist of Tony
up today online at leisure.canton- ‘The Adult Chorus meets every 45800 Hanford Road, Canton. For shape. The Hunt is part of a long Butala (at bottom), who is the group's only originat
miorg. In the event of inclement Monday from 7:30-9:30 pam. in the mote information, visit the group'’s term monitoring program designed member, Donovan Scott Tea (an accomplished
weather, eall (734) 394-5460 for Biltmore Studio of the Village Theater, Web site at www.cantonnewcom- to track the health of Rouge streams. singer and songwriter who joined the group in
information regarding program located at 50400 Cherry Hill Road. ers.org for more information or call The Michigan Department of 1984} and Darren Dowler (a young actor, singer,
cancellation. The Youth Chorus meets Monday Melanie at (734) 660-2328. Environmental Quality uses the data impressionist who came aboard in 1995). The year

For more information about

evenings from 6-7 p.m., also in the
“Stories From the Shadows” and Biltmore Studio. . , Bug hunters needed communities use it to track the health | created the Vocal Group Hali of Fame in Sharon,
other Fall Canton Leisure Services The cost to join the Youth Chorus Friends of the Rouge’s Fall Bug of their streams. The Fall Bug Hunt is dedicated to honor the greatest vocal groups in

events, call (734) 394-5460 or visit
www.canton-mi.org.

/4%4@ Cruise Seminar

on Dec. 11 with the main stage per-
formance schedule on Dec. 12, a1 7:30

i5 $40. There is 2 $50 fee to join the
Adult Chorus. Register at the Summit

and visitors, including residents who
have lived in Canton a few months to

Hunt is scheduled for9 am. to 4
p.m., Saturday, Oct. 18 at Schoolcraft

Each team hopes to find lots of
mayflies, stoneflies and caddisflies

to screen for problems and Rouge

tunded by the Rouge River National
Wet Weather Demonstration Project.

Theater at Cherry Hill on Oct. 24. The group is
known for its classic songs including “Put Your

2000 marked the group's 40th Anniversary. Butala

the world. Call (734) 394-5300.
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Down economy a ‘gift’ for new business

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Hthere is such a thmg as a recession-proof
business, perhaps Katrena Parks and Erin
Skaff have stuck commercegold. ~ ~

The two townshlp women, who were both
immersed in corpérate America a year ago,
are the owners of Expressions from Canton, a
gift basket company they launched in March.

The duo met five years ago through a day
care facility and as their families got closer,
they would often broach the idea of starting a

"home-based business together.

Parks said they got serious about hashing
out a plan when she learned that her position
as a human resources directar for a health-
care company was being phased out.

“We talked about going into interior deco-
rating and party planning but then came the
idea for gift baskets,” she said, adding that
are both into creating unique gifts. “We felt
now was the time to do it and we had a year
to prepare.”

Skaff, who recently received word that she
will be laid off from her job as a program
manager for an automotive company, said
under other circumstances the news would
have been unsettling but instead she’s excited
about the opportunity to fully delve into her

We get your dentures fitting right the first time!
We guarantee it!

e Same Da

EXPRESSIONS FROM CANTON

B Owners: Katrena Parks and Erin Skaff
W Telephone: (734} 839-6385 .
W Web site; www.ExpressionsfromCanton.com

business with Parks.

“Fortunately, we like hanging out together,”
she laughed, noting that the two often lose
track of time and work well into the night
once they get going with an order.

Since Mareh, the two have made dozens of
custom gift baskets with varying themes such
as volleyball, Margaritaville, goif and the
New York Yankees. They specialize in baskets
for birthdays, housewarmings, holidays, wed-
dings, sporting events and graduations.

“Fhere have been a lot of peaks and val-
leys but we are doing what we enjoy and that
doesn’t happen very often,” said Parks, add-
ing that the company has been featured at
local expos and has been a mainstay at the
township’s farmer’s market, '

In addition to having each other, the two
say their husbands have played a role in their
success. Don Skaff put together the compa-
ny's Web site, www.ExpressionsfromCanton.
com and Michael Parks has guided their
marketing and promotion.

DENTURES

- w/Extractions
 CROWNS-$200 OFF

* FLEXIBLE SOFT PARTIALS

“When she first told me about the idea for. .

the business, I thought it was great because
she has been building baskets ever since I've
known her,” said Michae] Parks, adding that
they expectthe company to weather today’s
troubled economy. “Our research is telling us
that gift baskets are recession proof in that
people will continue to have children sup-
porting our baby gift basket line to the oppo-
site end of the spectrum of people honoring
those loved ones that have passed supporting
our sympathy and thinking of you baskets.”

Parks joked that her two children, Owen
and Kendall, and Skaff’s three kids, Griffin,
Derek and Paige, have also taken an interest
in the business.

“H’s so much fun because my son will come
to me and give me his ideas,” she said, while
Skaff chimed in that the gift-basket business
has been an ideal fit for all of their lives.

With many designs already under their

“belts and new ideas cropping up everyday,

Skaff said it’s difficult to pinpoint which bas-
ket has been her favorite.

“Tt seems like every time we finish one, we
both say ‘Now that is the cutest basket we
have ever made!” We love them all,” she said.
“And we are having a blast.”

Hparks@homeatownlife.com | (734) $53-2170

" BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Katrena Parks and Erin Skaff display some of their basket creations.
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 Treasurer candidate presses
 for answers and reform

n'i_! HUGH GALLAGHER
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In 2004 Brendan Dunleavy
as Wayne Cousity auditor
general did an audit of the
Wayne County Delinquent Tax
Revolving Fund. The audit
began in 2002 and then at
the request of the Treasurer’s
office was postponed and then
restarted in
2003.

According
to the audit,
released
in June
2004, “the
Treasurer’s
| office has

“either not pro-

vided request~

ed information
in a timely fashion or not at all,
which has significantly post-
poned our audit effort.”

The report challenged the
accounting practices used in
the Treasurer’s office and the
awarding of no bid contracts
and the use of wire transfers,

Now, Dunleavy is chal-
lenging longtime Wayne
County Treasarer Raymond J.
Waojtowicz for his seat and to
get answers to those questions.

“When it came to gei-
ting information out of Mr.
Waojtowicz, he wouldn't give
me the information,” Dunleavy
said. “I found things that
would make Kwame Kilpatrick
blush.”

Dunleavy was county audi-
tor from 1997 to 2004 when

Dunleavy

he was forced from office. .7 ..
Dunleavy filed a whlstleblower,' o
*“that we discovered. was that he

lawsuit against the county -
and eventually reached an ourt
of court settlement with the
county.

“No one has ever answered
my questions,” he said. "You
had a situation wherea guy
was in & position for 31 years

- with absolute power, the oper-

ation needs to be revamped.”
Wojtowicz said the audit

was potitically motivated and .

“wrong.” (See related story.)

Dunleavy said he is runhing |

ABOUT THE CANDIDATE

Age:48

Marital status: married, wife
Eileen, five chifdren

Residence; Plymouth

Party affiliation: Republican
Profession; Financial adviser,
‘Michigan Financial Cos.
Education: Master's degreein
financial services, Walsh College,
bachelor's degree in accounting,
Michigan State University: CPA
since1987.

Background; Wayne County
auditor general'1997 to 2004

as a Republican to extend the
campaign into November and
make Wojtowicz confront the
questions. He said he would
have liked to have seen Wayne
County Commissioner Phil
Cavanagh defeat Wojtowicz in
the primary.

“This is the first time hell
have to answer questions until
the first week of November,”
he said. “By running as a
Republican I could shed a dif-
ferent light on it then fellow
Democrats could on preblems
in his operations. People
should be aware of them.”

Dunleavy said thereis a
major problem with the delin-
quent tax revolving fund,
which is a series of funds set

_. up annually to account for
“gollections of de]mquent tax
‘payments.

“Oneof the ma_]or thmgs

was transferring money to the

_tune of $4.6 million and $3.8-
-nillion was going to a former
- employee of his,” he said. “I
o -‘a,sked_for supporting docu-
ts. Not only were.they wire,
transfers but they were bemg

paid out of reventie, which
ghort circuits expenses but

also under represents revenue.”

" Dunleaty said stich actions

care hard to detect. S
Dunleavy said contracts was

- winning in heavily Democrati
Wayne County are slim t6 -
- none; but that he’s concerne

- just one of many problems in

the department.
“He doesn’t have a policy in
place or a system in place to

" handle the vacant buildings

he’s getting (from tax foreclo-
sures), He's the largest slum
landlord in Wayne County,” he
said.

Dunleavy said he would use
a graphic imaging system to
locate properties, determine
where the city, county and
state have properties. He said
properties could be traded and
then nearby properties could
be bundled and sold together
rather than sold at auction as
is currently done.

Dunieavy said Wajtowicz
was instrumental in getting
the law changed on foreclo-
sures. Previously, delinquent
tax payers had five years to
pay their taxes and were com-
pensated for their houses after
they were sold and taxes and
fees paid. Now delinquent
taxpayers have only two years
to pay their taxes and all pro-
ceeds from the sale go to the:
county.

“He adamantly was after
this law, he designed it and it’s
one of the things that’s causing
us major problems,” Dunleavy
said. “Why isn't he up in
Lansing putting some sort of
sunset provision on this?”

Dunleavy said Wojtowicz
has done some good things.
He said he has done a good
job investing taxpayer doliars,

receiving better than average _

returns on low-risk invest-
ments, He said he has also .
‘done a good job in keeping

“people with foreclosure prob-.
Jlems in their homes, rather - . |
- than adding to the county’s o

vacant properties.
Dunleavy said he under-
stands that his chances of

about how the department
is run. He said he wants

- more transparency, anend to -

“buddy contracts” and better
accountmg methods

Treasurer cites collection
record, foreclosure help

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A spike in tax foreclosures,
a steep drop in investment
markets and a huge deficit in
the county budget have put a
strain on the Wayne County
treasurer’s office.

Raymond Wojtowicz, who
has been the treasurer for 32
years, has also been facing
some stiff
competi-
tion in this
year’s elec-
tion. In the
Democratic
primary,
he faced
a strong
challenge
from
Wayne
County Commissioner Phil
Cavanagh of Redford, one
of several candidates in
the primary. In the gen-
eral election, he faces
former Wayne County
Auditor General Brendan
Dunleavy, a Republican.

Wojtowicz stands by
his record, citing a high
90 percent collection -
rate on delinquent taxes
while offering outreach
programs to keep people
facing tax foreclosures in
their homes,

“Prior to today’s econqr‘n—
ic conditions, we have been

Wojtowicz

ahead of the curve,” he said.

- The Wayne County trea-
surer handles more than
850,000 taxable parcels in

. Waytie County, with more

than half in the city of

. Detroit.

“Last year we had over- -

- ‘whelming amount of tax

dehnquencles compared to

value Was over $2
he said, ' '

Wthow:cz said that while -
he has been aggressive in” " -

ABOUT THE CANDIDATE

Age: 79

Marital status: Married, five
children, nine grandchildren
Residence: Hamframck

Party Affiliation: Democrat
Education; Graduate of St.
Ladislaus High Schiool, Great
Lakes College

Profession: Wayne County trea-
surer, 1976-present

pursuing delinguent taxes,
his department has also
offered help to those facing
tax foreclosures. He said
unlike morigage foreclosures,

the county doesn’t put a sign

up at a foreclosed property.

“Our outreach program
has been moving forward
so that pver time we have
developed a partnership
with nonprofit organiza-
tions,” he said.

Terrance Keith, deputy
county treasurer who sat in
with Wojtowicz on his inter-

‘view, said that in November
a supplement in the Detroit
Free Press listed 18,000 par-
cels in foreclosure.

“From that list we have
reconciled either by pay-
ment or hardship applica-
tion, 78 percent of those
parcels, some 3,800 by way
of hardship applications or
other arrangements made
with our office,” Keith
said.

He said a lot of those
properties were vacant,

. with about 1,600 occupied.

The county currently .

- -“holds 8000 parcels. There

‘is'a procedure for auction-

: * ‘ing the properties once
i they go into foreclosure.
¢ Owners have a two-year

pgnod to settle their tax

“debts: Keith said no occu- -
~ pied properties were auc- ™
o tiolné& this year.

WOJtow:cz said the

county’s budget prob-
lems have been affected
by the current financial
downturn. He said he has
accepied the 10 percent
cut in his department bud-
get requested by County

Executive Robert Ficano.. .

In 2004, then-county
anditor genera,l Dunleavy
issued a scathing audit of
the treasurer’s Delinquent
Tax Revolving Fund,
charging accounting
irregularities and ques-
tionable contracts. He said |
Wojtowicz refused to coop-
erate with the audit.

“He’s wrong, he was
wrong then and is even if
he makes that statement
today,” Wojtowicz said.

Keith said Dunleavy
was politically motivated
because he supported an
opponent of Wojtowicz.

“The treasurer has been
audited three to four times
since then in regard to
what he alleged to com-
plain about,” Keith said.

He added that practices
at the office have been-
changed.

“In addition audltors
have come through and
given us very healthy
reports,” Wojtowicz said.

Wojtowicz said his
department is looking
at programs to use the -
vacant property in their
possession. He said he has
met with the director of the
Urban Farming Program.
Under that program, vacant
lots could be used as small
produce gardens. Some of -

the produce could thenbe.
donated to local soup kitch~

ens and food banks.

Keith said the department -

is also trying to work with..
the county and city land
banks to move some of the:
property. '

'hqaIlaqhet@hometow_nlife.to‘fh__ e

(734) 953-2149
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IHA doctors are currently accepting new patients. To experience
IHAS patient-centered approach, choose an IHA doctor
today or select an IHA doctor during benefit enrollment.

Call 734-995-2950 or visit IHAcares.com for physicians,
practice locations and helpful information on all of your
medical needs.

Did you know that [HA doctors:

- are accessible 24/7, 365 days a year
— providing extended off ice hours and After Hours Care
to meet your needs

Do what tmaﬁsgaas‘;dﬁ have done — choose an IHA doctor.

- offer a personal and accessible apgroach to healthcare
— providing you the best clinical care and outstanding
" patient service

help gijide you through the healthcare system
— providing support and guidance for needed sewices
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Current financial crisis shouldn’t be compared to Great Depression

Dear Rick: My portfolio
has taken a beating over
the last year. I've started
10 take more of an interest
in my money. The articles
Iread compare what is .
happening today to the
Great Depression. Do you
believe the condiiions
today are similar to what
they were before the Great
Depression?

There is no doubt we are

going through difficult

— times. We
have seen an
unprecedented
change in
the financial
markets, not
only here
k‘ but around
SN i the world.
Money Matters However, itis
important to
recognize that
even though
these are
unique times, we have been
through prior crises in the
past.

Over the last 20 years
we have seen the crash of
1987, the meltdown in the
technology markets, the
savings and loan crisis in the
early 1990s and the terrorist
attacks on 9/11. Although each
one was somewhat unique, the
common thread was that some
commentary was comparing it
to the Great Depression.

Although 1 don't know when
this current crisis will end,
there is very little similarity
to the Great Depression.
First, during the Great
Depression unemployment
was at 25 percent. And there
was a 50 percent foreclosure
rate. Although foreclosures
have been on the rise, they
don’t come close to what was
happening during the Great
Depression. And although
Michigan has the highest
unemployment rate in the
country, it basically is a third
of what it was during the
Great Depression.

At the time of the Great
Depression, we did not have
security laws to protect
investors, nor did we have
insured savings accounts
through banks. Although
our regulatory structure has
changed dramatically over the
last 20 years, in reality there
were no regulations at the
time of the Great Depression.

Angther fundamental
difference is today’s economy
is totally different. In the
19208 our economy was a
manufacturing/agriculture

|

Rick Bloom

AR T B

Contest
highlights
nature photos

Do you have an eve-catch-
ing photo taken at a Huron-
Clinton Metropark? Enter
it into the 2008 Nature
Photography Contest held by
the Huron-Clinton Metroparks
and the West Oakland Camera
Club.

Photo entries will be accept-
ed through Nov. 3. Contest
rules and entry information are
available at www.metroparks.
com.

Anyone can enter up to four
images in any of the following

. categories: wildlife, plant life,

scenic and recreation/educa-
tion. Photographers will be
grouped by age: 5-12, 13-17 and
adults.

Color or black and white
digital images will be accepted,
and must be at least six mega-
pixel resolution. Cell phone
photos will not be accepted.
All photo entries must have
been taken within the Huron-
Clinton Metroparks.

Entries will be judged by
members of the West Oakland
Camera Club, who publish
in Audubon, Sierra Club and
Nationol Geographic.

Winning photos will be part
of a traveling display within
the Metroparks, Prizes will be
awarded, including the grand
prize, an educational photo
shoot at Kensington Metropark
with a nature photographer
from the West Oakland
Camera Club.

Located along the Huron and
Clinton rivers, the Metroparks
provide a natural casis from
urban and suburban life as
well as year-round recreational
activities and events. The
Metroparks consist of 13 parks
covering nearly 24,000 acres,

economy. Today, our
economy is service-based and
international in scope. We

do not livéin an American
economy,%

economy,

I believe it is irregponsible
for people to compare the
economy today to the economy
back in the 1920s. Many
commentators bring up the
Great Depression because of
the shock value.

ve live in a world

Samsung Alias™
HIGH-POWERED M
MESSAGING CENTER

$99.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rebate
+, debitcard, With new 2-yr. activation.

> Awesome dual-flip design
> Ultra-slim QWERTY keyboard

I wish: I couid give you a
date when the markets will
turn around. I do know that
we've gotten through financial
crises in the past and there
is no doubt that we will get
through this one. The key
is not to make short-term
decisions for comfort that will
cost you in the long run.

Dear Rick: Like everyone
else, I am neivous. I have a

401(k) plan for retirement
and some IR As, In about
two years, my mortgage is

going to adjust. I owe alittle
over $100,000 on the home.
I would like to pay the house
oif by the time the mortgage

adjusts. I just received a

settlement of about $75,000.

‘What should I do with
the money? My mortgage

interest rate for the next two

years is 6.5 percent.

gs

Since your goal is to pay the
house off over the next two
years, use the $75,000 to pay

- down the morigage. This won't
lower your monthly mortgage
cost, however, the bulk of the
money will no longer be used
for interest but rather to pay
down the principal. When
the mortgage adjusts. you
will have already paid off the
rmortgage or will owe a few
remaining dollars,

$129.99 2-yr. price — $50 mail-in rabate
debit card. With new 2-yr. activation on
a Nationwide Cafling Plan.
> Get V CAST Music
with Rhapsody®
(subscription, wireless
and PC downioads)

> Large slide-out QWERTY
for texting on the fly

Buy ANY phone
$29.99 or higher

Samsung u410 camera phones. -
§79.99 2-yr. price ~ $50 maik-in rebate debit card,
With new 2-yr. activation per phone.

Factoring in all the tax
consequences, paying down
the principal on the mortgage
is the way to go. Co

Rick Bleom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit guestions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
Youi can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m,
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.

Lo "i.‘.x

pateal

any store

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES

ALLEN PARK BETROIT

3128 Fairlane Dr., 14126 Woodward

Fairlane Green (Model T Plaza)

313-271-9255 313-869-7382

AUBURN HILLS 300 Rengissance Cemier

Great Lakes (fevel 1 between

Crossing Mal towers 200 & 300)

248-253-1799 313-567-4055

BRIGHTON FARMINGTON HILLS

8159 ChalTis, Ste. € 31011 Orchard Lake Rd.

{off Grand River, {southwest comner of Orchard

infront of Target) Lake Rd. & 14 Mile Rd.)

810-225-4789 248-538-9500

CAKTON FENTON

4447 Fori Rd. 17245 Silver Pkwy.

{corner of Ford & {in the Sears Plaza)

Lifley Rds.; 810-629-2733

Cantan Corners) ET. GRATIOT

734-844-0481 4129 24th Ave.

CUNTONTO\:NSHIP §10-385-1231

17370 Hall Rd,

Partrdge Creek Mal)  SraronioH

586-228-4977 - Lapeer 1o,
{Orion Mall 2 miles north

DEARBORN of the Palace}

24417 Ford Rd. 248-393-6800

{just west LIVONEA

gﬁg;g’ﬂgﬁ 29522 Piyraouth 4,
(&t Middlebelt)

Fairlane Mall 734-513-9077

{3rd floor next to Sears) '

313-441-0168

1N CRRLASORATERN VELIE

Alcatel Lucent %

MONROE

1161 Mall R,

{in frant of Kohi's}
734-241-40%9

NORTHVILLE

Three Generations Plaza
20580 Haggesty Rd.
734-779-0148

Novi

43025 12 Mile Ra.
{Twelve Oaks Service Br.
north of Sears)’
248-305-6600

Twelve aks Mall
{lower levei play area)

PONTIAC/WATERFORD
454 Telegraph Rd.
{across from Summit
Place Mall)
248-335-9900

ROCHESTER HILLS
3035 5. Rachester 8d.
{at Auburn Rd.)
248-853-0550

ROYAL DAK

31943 Woodward Ave.
fat Normandy)
248-549-4177

ST. CLAIR SHORES
26401 Harper Ave.
{at 10172 Mile)
586-771-4013

SOUTHFIELD WESTLAND
28117 Telegraph Rd. 35105 Warren Rd.
{south of 12 Mile Rd.} {southwest corner
248-358-3700 of Warren & Wayne
Rds.}
STERLING HEIGHTS
45T11 Park Ave. 1347207330
(M-59 & M-53, OR VISIT THE
Uitica Park Plaza) VERIZON WIRELESS
*586-997-6500 STORE AT
. CIRCUIT CITY

Lakesice Mall ﬁ -
{lower level, Sears court) AUBURN HILLS f‘&
TAYLOR KERT
73495 Fureka Rd., BIOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP
{across from Southland BRIGHTON
Mail} DEARBORN
734-287-1770 LAKESIDE
TROY NEwr
913 E. Big Beaver Rd. MADION HEIGHTS
{Troy Sports Center)
248-526-0040 Novi

" Qakland Mall New!
(inside main entrance, ROCHESTER HILLS
nextto foed court) ROSEVILLE
WARREN TAYLOR
5745 Twalve Mile R., TROY
Heritage Village WESTLAND
586-578-0955 ‘

Free Handset Software Upgrade!
< € € © D

See store for Retum/Exchange Policy,

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipsnent prices, models & retum policy vary by location. Authorized Retailers

may impos2 additianal eguipraent refated charges, indluding cancelfation fees,

CANTON

Cellular and More
734-404-0191
734-981-7440
CLARKSTON

Cellular Technologies
248-625-1201
CLAWSON
Communications USA
248-280-6390
COMMERCE

Cellular Source
248-360-9400
Wireless Tomorrow
248-669-1200
FARMINGTON HIELS
Celluiar City
243-848-8800
FERNDALE
Communications USA
248-542-5200

FT. GRATIOT

Wireless Solutions
830-385-3400

" GROSSE POINTE

Authorized Cellular
313-417-1000

LIVONIA
Muttilinks
248-444-6440

MACOMB
Authorized Cellular |
586-566-8555

MONROE
2B Mohile
734-240-0388

Herkimer Radio
734-242-0806

Herkimer Too
734-384-7001

MT CLEMENS
Authorlzed Cellular
586-468-7300

OXFORD

Wireless Network
248-678-3400
PLYMOUTH

20720 Communications
734-456-3200

Wireless USA
134-414-8519

ROSEVILLE
Authorized Cellular
586-293-6664

ROYAL OAK
Cetlular Cellutions
248-582-1100

Fusion Communications

248-549-7700

SOUTHFIELD
Wireless USA
248-395-2222

STERLING HEIGHTS
Authorized Celiuiar
586-795-8610

Wireless Network
586-997-1777

TROY
The Wireless Shop
248-458-1111

uTIcA
Mobile2Mobile Wireless
586-739-9977

WARREN
Muititinks
586-497-9800

Wireless Network
586-573-7599

WEST BLOOMFIELD
Global Wiretess
248-681-7200

WIXoM
Auto One
245-960-0500

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ, Sve. of 11.4% of interstate & int’| telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory &85¢ Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov't taxes & our surchargesi:ould 2dd9%-33%
toyour bill. Activatton fee/tine: $35 (525 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts), Activation fee/line: $35 {$25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts).

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agrmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/ine & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not avaitable everywhere. Rhapsody and the Rhapsody jogo are registered
trademaris of RealNetwarks, Inc. Device capabilities: Add"l charges & conditions apply, Rebate debit card takes up to & weeks & expires in 12 months, Limited-time offers. White supphies last, Network detafls, coverage maps & V CAST Music w/Rhapsody subscription details at

verizonwireless.com. © 2008 Verizon Wireless,

RESH
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The legendary work of car-
toonist Charles M. Schulz
comes to life this week when
the Canton Premiere Players

present “Charlie Brown” at the
Riverside Arts Center, 76 N.

Huron in Ypsilanti.

The production, featuring
local high school and college
students, takes place Oct. 16-18
at 8 p.m., with a 2 p.m. matinee
on Sunday, Oct. 19.

Kimmy Elliott takes on the

Pelt opposite Gary Clayton,
a Crestwood High School
senior from Dearborn, in the

Plymouth High School senior

leading lady role as Lucy Van

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPT.
- 734-354-3232
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that on 10/17/08 at 10:00 a.m. at Mayflower
Auto Transport, 1179 Starkweather, Plymouth, MI 48170, a public
auction of the following:

-1PES27C1TD501469

1996 Plymouth Neon
1999 Chevrolet Malibu 1GINES2MXXY113754
1998 - Ford Escort

IFAFPL3PTWW294013
Dated: 10/08/2008 '

Publish: Qctoher 12, 2008 )

QE0BE26447 - 22

Andrea 5,

vivian, 005, |

THE GUM DISEASE/
DIABETESLINK |

Several recent studies suggest §
that by taking befter care of thelr §
teeth and gums, people withtype §
2 digbsfes con exert befter §
confrol  over the disecse. §
According to the studies, fype 2 §
diobetics who have gum clisecse
are mora likely to develop
worsened gliycemic control ¢
well as have a higher risk for end-
siage kidney disease. Numerous §
studies point to the fact that good
glycemic confrol lessens the
development and progressicn of
diabetes’ complications. With this
in mind, when glycemia is difficult
for dichefes potisnts o confrol,

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its REGULAR
October meeting Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. af 223 S.
Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170,

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tape of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meetingthearing
upon seven (7) days notice to the Plymouth District Library.
Individuals with digabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or ealling
the following:

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary
Plymouth District Library
223 S. Main Street
Plymouth, MI 48170
734-453-0750
X217

Publish: October 12, 2008
OEQS561930 - 23

they might want fo consider
scheduling,a visit with the denfist,

who can check for signs of gum
disease. Dlagnesis and fregtment
may help keep glucose levels
under cantrol,

Although  gingivitis  and
perlodontal disease are cgused
by plogue, other factors can
increcse the sk, severty, and
speed of thelr development.
These factors include disecse, %
medications, smoking, impacted &
food, peorly fifting bridges, §

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

Notice is hereby given that of pursuant to State Law 257.252, the
foliowing vehicle {s) will be sold at Public Sale at Mayflower
Towing, 1179 Starkweather Rd., Plymouth, MI on the date and

defective restorations, poor dief, § time below: : :
and bed habits You can sfil § | Monday, October 27th, 2008 7:00 a.m:
achieve good oral  heclth; § Vehicles: .

though, by following you dentist's §

advice and procticing preventive § Year Make StyleModel Vin No Case No.
hygiene. If you are new to the § 2001 Oldsmobile 4D Alero  1G3NF52E11C110047 08-1222
Pymouthcreaandhoven'tfound 8 | 1997 Pontiae 2D Firebird  2G2FS22K8V2200908  08-2313
the ight dentist yet foryourfamily, § T 1994 Buick 4D Regal-  2G4WB55LIR1430787 08-4294
we Invife you fo call cur office of § 2008 Dodge 4D Avenger 1B3LC76M48NG19000 08-4364

496 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ste, 201, 2
Plymouth, for the sunniest smiles 3
possible. Call us 734-453-¢413 &
for an appolntment.

1979 Chevrolet 2D Monte Carlo 1Z37J9K604465 08-5108
Inquiries regarding these vehicle should be directed to Officer
Koval, City of Plymouth Police Department, 734-453-1234, ext. 536.

LINDA LANGMESSER

PS. Glycemia refers fo fhe § City Clerk

concentration of sugar (glucose) §
inthe bloodstraam

APubl:ish: Qctober 12, 2008

QEDBE2E232 - 2x3.5

-Announcing!

FIRM UP FAST

Losing inches has never been so fast...
and so much fun! The passion and technique
of World Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers,

packed into the perfect fitness system.
«= You'll love it and anyone cando it

Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your

heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while
getting a 360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready,
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session.

rthur &
mﬂrfk_uﬁj \>

Feanchisad Danne Sdiox

Cora Rhythms Creators

Julta Powers
12 time U.5. Champion
&

joanna Kitnifz
10 time International Champion

aazeSuor

NOW AT Arthur M.U rray! |

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees!

Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Classes Every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 9:30am

Drop-Ins Welcome ¢ Start Anytime
Arthuar /¢
@
J)(urmy
Franchised Dan

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 * Northville

tudios

thetween Northville Rd. & Haggerty)

title role.

Other cast members
include Brandon Wesenberg
as Linus Van Pelt, Aubrey
Donnell as Sally Brown,
John Ellett as Schroeder,
former Plymouth-Canton
student Monica Williamson
as Peppermint Patty, Will
Smith as Franklin and
Caleb Kruzel, a student at
Washtenaw Technical Middle
College, as Snoopy.

Tickets are $10 for stu-
dents and seniors with valid
1D and $12 for adults.

Part of the proceeds will be
donated to “Project Linus.”

“Project Linus is a national
organization that gives com-
fort to children who are seri-
ously ill, traumatized, or oth-
erwise in need through the
gifts of new, handmade blan-
kets and afghans, lovingly
created by volunteer ‘blanke-
teers;” said Jami Kraus, who

The Canton Premiera Players present “Charlie Brown" at the Riverside Arfs
-Center, 76 N. Huron in Ypsifanti Oct. 16-18 at & p.m., with a 2 p.m. matinee on
Sunday, 0ct. 19,

will direct the play.

~ Since starting up in 1995,
“Project Linus” has distrib-
uted more than two million
blankets to children in need.

" “We will be accepting
donations for this organiza-
tion during intermission and

a percent of ticket proceeds

from Saturday’s show will be

donated as well,” said Kraus.
“We will also be accepting
blankets.”

More information about
“Project Linus” can be found at
www.projectlinus.org

BALLOON
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Students, who work in teams
with one chosen as the team
leader, learny that making
changes is a process that needs
to be done slowly and carefully.

“It takes a lot of steps, you
have to make one change at a
time,” said Hannah Sterling,

9, of Canton. “If you change
more than one thing at a time
you don’t know what (the prob-
lem) is.

“Today we were successful,”
she said. “We changed the
axle s it would go straighter,
and we finally got it to go
straight.” Arine Michelis, a
quality engineer at Yazaki, said
she didn’t like science until she
was in college. But, she likes
the AWIM program because
it teaches students at a young
age that her profession can be
fun. . S

“It’s a lot of hands-on
instead of just having to sit
and read books.” said Michelis,
34. “It gives them ownership
and gets them motivated to
move on to other science proj-
ects. '

“They learn to listen, work
together as a team, listening
to authority from team leaders
and time management,” she
said. “I think it will draw more

interest to science and math.”

Volunteer engineers from
nine area companies give an
hour per week for a two-month
span to mentor the young
students. It’s enough time to
make an impact.

“The engineers have been
so supportive and work really
well with the kids, really
bringing it to life for them,”
said Joyce Napier, fifth-grade
teacher at Gallimore. “The
kids get to see real-life appli-
cation to what I'm trying to
teach them, while at the same
time having fun.

“It’s been a real struggle on
learning how to work together,
which is perfect for the real-
life situation,” she said. “I
want to teach them real skills
they’ll need to be successful in
life ... math, science, measur-
ing, predicting, adjusting. It
will help them with their lives,
their jobs and their careers.”

Teaching partner Vickie
Krause said the AWIM pro-

. gram is a look at science the
. way it is in the real world.

“You've got your science
knowledge, which is air resis-
tance and acceleration force,”
said Krause. “They learn those

‘things, but now they have to
apply their knowledge. And,
when they use it correctly, it
will match the goals ... for the
car to go straight.”

Along with volunteer engi-

neers, materials are paid for
by the Society of Engineers
Foundation, resulting in no
cost to the school district. Don
Manvel, CEO of AVL North
Ammerica, is also a member of
the SAE Foundation hoard.

“We like to be involved
in win-win sitnations,” said
Manvel. “We're helping young.
people get interested in math
and science, which is impor-
tant to life. It's infectious for
the kids to have real engineers
come in, and for the engineers
to connect with the teacher
and teach to the real world.”

If the United States doesn’t .
start finding more qualified
engineers, AWIM program
manager Matt Miller said the .
results conld be disastrous.

“We have an aging work
force in science and engineer-
ing, and in about 15-17 years
we’H have a huge deficit in

-the sciences and engineering

professions because we aren't
growing the right amount of
talent,” Miller said. “We have
a crisis on our hands and the
way o address it is to engage
kids as young as possible and
expose them to science and
math. If they don't have that
exposure, they aren’t going to
see engineering and science as
an option.”

thruscato@hometowniife.com
(734) 953-2152
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Been A While Since
ouve Been Carded?

Open An Account At New Libeﬂy Bank
And Well Give You A $50 Gas Card!

Right now when you open a New Liberty Bank checking,
savings, certificate of deposit or money market account, we'll
reward you with a $50.00 gas card’! I you refer a
friend who opens an account, youll both receive one!
Just bring this ad into the bank and we'll do the rest.
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Fnvestment and insumnee producs and serviess ars offersd through INFINEX
CINVESTMENTS, INC., member FINRASIPL, INFINEX anaf the Bank are not atfliated,
Prowucts wad services made available drotgh INFINEX are not insared by the 8DIC orany

From great rates on consumer and business
savings accounts, certificates of deposit and
money market accounts, (o an array of
checking accounts, access to investment
services™ and more, there’s a soltion’
to match your needs. Add free ATM
*j B . access at 32,000 surcharge-free ATMs

nationwide, and there’s no reason to
bark any place else. Visit us today.,
and bring a friend!

New Libert
. Bank 4

1333 W. Anfi Arbor Road
Plymouth, MI 48170

(734} 455-1511 .
www.newlibertybank.com

#ffer s avaalable to individvals and suad! Inshiesses witlout s New Libenry
Thank vhecking, savings, eanificats of deposit or mongy sadet seoott in fhe pagt
1 offer, sublect i e, Call for details, Minimum
depostt renuirements (lor this sromintion mﬁy&m 30006 for- business checking,
3000 for porsenst checking pztﬁxm@.wxdﬁ?;i {
RN C8.
recipient us interest Brome on Form HIGINT Cand will be mailod 7- 1 dgys after eligrbie snomant
opening. Maxirouneof divee-cands per custorer, Cand depiered s nos achual card seanded.

30 for savings products. New Libesty
ol valine, The value will e Wi

248.349.1133
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she possible toss of value,
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'l hereby declare ...
New citizens 3
take oath of
allegiance

BY STACY JENKINS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Wen'dlsas

Thomas Mathai’s expecta-

tions of the United States were
" far different from what he
found.

From Kerala, India, Mathai
came to the U.8. 20 years ago,
to study, He lived in Missouri,
in America’s heartland, and
quickly fealized he had found
a second home in this new
land.

“I came here with this
‘Hollywood’ view of the United
States and it’s completely dif-
ferent,” said Mathai, who now
lives in Farmington Hills with
his wife, Sheena and two chil-
dren. “I was completely blown  Ken Christian takes the 0ath of Allegiance during a naturalization ceremony Friday morning at the Costick Center in
away by the acceptance of the  Farmington Hills. Christian immigrated to the United States from England.
people here.”

After two decades in
America, “it was a natural pro-
gression” for him to seek U.S.
citizenship.

He was among about 40
immigrants to take the oath of
citizenship during a natural-
ization ceremony Friday at the
Costick Center in Farmington
Hills. The annual swearing-
in event is part of the city’s
Heritage Festival, which cul-
minates today, Sunday, with
a free family festival, 12:30 -
5:30 p.m. at the Costick Center
on 11 Mile, east of Middlebelt.

» 3

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Citizenship and Immigration
Services, could relate to the
excitement the new citizens
were feeling.

The Albania-born Dedvukaj
became a U.S. citizen 14 vears
ago.

“In this country, anything
is possible,” he said. “Being an
American citizen is more than
a piece of paper; it binds ug
together and we are instantly
equal. 2 p i

“There is no real difference  § resh Ground Bee

between one who was born
With a wide smile of excite- here and one who chose to n " “ n
ment, Chinwe Ugonna, who come here.” c H “ G K

came from Imo State, Nigeria, 4 The group of new citi-
also became a U.S. citizen Participants stand for the National Anthem, performed by Linnea Anderson zens, sworn in by United

Friday morning — and, she-.  during the start of a naturalization ceremony Friday morning at the Costick  State District Judge Robert Family Pack
knows exactly what she’ll do €enter in Farmington Hills. H. Cleland, came from
first. E Lebanon, Iraq, New Zealand,
“I'm going to get a passport ! Romania, Jordan, the
and I'm going to register to Hospltal She missed the voter regis- Philippines, Canada, Yemen, Boneless Skinl
vote,” she said. §I {felt there were more tration deadline for the Nov. 4 Poland, China, Mexico, Togo, oneless JKirn ess
Ugonna came to the U.S. Portumtles for me here,” election, but she’s looking for- Honduras, Israel, India, South s cHIcKEN
nine years ago and went to shé said. “And, the ability to ward to voting in subsequent Korea, Bulgaria, England, :
college to become a nurse.The  vote motivated metoapplyto  elections. Pakistan and Bangladesh.
'Farmington Hills womanisa  become a United States citi- Mick Dedvukaj, dis-
registered nurse at Providence  zen.” trict director for the U.S. sjenkins@hometownlife.com | (734) §53-2131
ROUNDTABLE LAUDS LEADERS
The Michigan Roundtable

for Diversity and Inclusion

will honor Heaster Wheeler, o " T , o " :
executive director of the NAACP An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,

Detroit Chapter; the Rev. Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

Dr. Daniel Krichbaum, chief
operating officer for the State
of Michigan; and Dr. Mary
Sue Coleman, president of the
University of Michigan, at its
£1st Annual Humanitarian
Tribute Thursday, Nov. 6, at the
Marriott Hotel, Detroit.
Krichbaum and Coleman will
receive the Humanitarian of the
Year Award, and Wheeler will
receive the William Beckham,
Jr. Community Service
Award. Dave Brandon, CEQ of
Domino’s, will be the honorary
chair of the event.

DA Boneless
ENGLISH GUT
ROAST

2 Roast Family Pack

Fresh Boneless Buﬂerﬂs

The Humanitarian Tribute -24 Hour Professional Staffing -Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
Wﬂlg;g(i}ﬂ atéloon- Tiikets -Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free  -Medication Management
are , and reservatiions are u o H A
required by calling (313) 870- 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

1500. The Tribute includes six -On Call Nurse Practitioner -Incentinence Management
levels sponsorship opportunities, -Planned Activities -Beauty & Barber Shop

as well as individual sponsorship
tickets at $250. For informa-

tion, contact Erica Vanden Befg c A “ I o N
i

at {313) 870-1500, Ext. 114, ar
vandenbergerica@gma,il.coﬁl.

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

0E08489830

STEAKS

6 Steak Value Pack

Beone In Center Ct

From The Deli

tional Service
Cremafmn
i g[ciuriesc ;‘R f -

- .A_f}&rd ble triditi m?fun .
“mffm;; e

Five Mile Road @ Re&for&

13-535-3030 |

s tisherfuneral mdﬂrema:h_a f

OEN



http://Www.hometownlife.com
mailto:vandenbergerica@gmail.com
file:///kernatire
http://Eo.it
mailto:sjenkins@hometownlife.com
http://www.parksldeaentaitearn%5eom
http://Mikes411a1ketplace.com

Qbserver & Eccentric | Sunday, October 12, 2008

CP)

Legal Experience (Years)

Prosecuior (1Y)

Assisiant Clty Attorney (15
Crirainat Delense Attorney (13)
Civil Litigator (1Y)

{0)

{0)

Criminal Defense Attny. (11)
Civil Litigator (11)

Cases Prosecuted

0

Judiclal
Endorsements

63 Judges |
(Including reviting
35th District Judge,

3 Judges

~ Law Enforceme
indorsemen

- Wayne County She:

Hon. Jobn B, MacDonald)

Wayne County Prosecuto

None

Police
Endors

Canten Prof

fesstonal Five Fighters
Northville Township
Professional Bire Fighers

Pobice Officers Assor. of Mickigan

M Assoc. of Police Organivations

None

Eagle/Journal

men Lawyors
Association Of Mi

Unrated

“Qualified”

12
12

- -"-‘B.éroﬁe information obtéined frbrn | -

candidate website on 10/5/08.
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