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Vic Gabrielli, owner of Vic's floor store, still has a folder of scheduled jobs, in spite uf the national economic turmoil.

Retailers feelmg pmch of Wall Street crisis

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Vic Gabrielli doesn't want to
sound like a pessimist, but he
can’t see the light at the end of
the country’s economic tunnel.

“This is the nature of the
times,” he said. “It’s a bleak
picture right now. I have long-
time customers losing their
jobs and their benefits.”

‘With both of the nation’s
presidential candidates talk-
ing about the crisis affecting
Wall Street and Main Street,
on Ford Road, which can be
viewed as Canton’s “Main
Street,” business owners like
Gabrielli are feeling the pinch.

“T'm doing better than
most but it has completely
changed,” said Gabrielli,
owner of Vic’s Floor Store.
“Five years ago, we were so
busy, I had no time for a lunch
break.”

In June 2006, Gabrielli said
his business dropped by about

- 50 percent and has been that
way ever since.

As he talks with a tile sup-

plier from Sterling Heights;
Gabrielli learns that one
company recently raised their
prices by 25 percent.
“This is tough,” he said,
shaking his head. “Products’
are skyrocketing, When 1
used to place a $300 order, I
would get free shipping but
now I have to pay $50 to $60
for it. Carpet prices have gone
up about 30 percent in three
vears and pad costs more,
t00." -
As his costs continue to tise,
home values are dwindling
and Gabrielli said more and

Rob Gates, of

i Evolistion, Ink

| and Piercing says
i that business -

_ is clnents
& are generally
S5 younger and still
"] have disposable
1 income,

.more people are uncomfort-

able shelling out money for
home improvements.

“Theexcitement is gone.
People'aren’t changing their
tile for the fun of it anymore,”
he said. “They are doing it out
of necessity. As a small busi-
ness owner, I'see that people
are worried and they are
scared.”

Township Supervisor Tom
Yack said the economy has
taken its toll on certain pla-
zas in the township, inchid-
ing the cnes at Sheldon and
Cherry Hill roads and Joy and

Morton Taylor roads.

“In the best of times, it can
bé difficult to go into bisi-
ness for yourself and now, no
matter where you go, you see
small business owners leav-
ing,” he said, noting that the
township’s national retailers
are holding firm. “It’s hit or
miss but it’s still preity posi-
tive even though (companies)
may not be doing as wellas
they did in the past.”

Rob Gates, a tattoo artist at
Evolution Ink in the Canton
Plaza at 42420 Ford Road,
said he was let go from his job
as a bricklayer two years ago
when his former boss decided
to take his company to Texas.

“He left Michigan and 1 had -
been tattooing on the side
since I was 15, so I decided to
do it full time,” he said, joking
that his new occupation can
withstand any recession. “It’s
pretty steady because even
though come Christmas and

. Thanksgiving we are dead, we -

are so busy during tax season.

* This is so much more of a

rewarding career.”

. the candidates but it’s (Yack’s) conduct using township resourc-

Yack e-mails net
state complaint

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Rich Robinson plans to file a complaint against Township
Supervisor Tom Yack with the Secretary of State today.

Robinson, the executive director of the Michigan Campaign
Finance Network, a Lansing-based nonpartisan, nonprofit orga-
nization, believes he can prove e-mails sent from the supervisor’s
government account regarding
August’s primary election vie-
lated the Michigan Campalgn
Finance Act.

" “This has nothing to do with

To read copies of the e-maits
obtained by Watchdog Canton, log
on to www.hometownlife.com.

es,” he said. “My sense is that if he thought this violated the act,
he would not have done it but with public resources, when they
are used a little bit the next thing you know, they will be used a
lot”

At issue are 172 e- ~mails obtained by alocal group, Watchdog
Canton, that largely center around Yack’s support of longtime
Trustee Melissa McLaughlin in the treasurer’s race. In his cor-
respondence with McLaughlin, who won the primary over Joan
Noricks, the two discuss fund-raising lists, content of Ccampaign
literature, letters to the editor and news from the campaign trail.

Wa.tchdog Canton members filed a Freedom of Information
Act request to get the messages and collected donations for their i
$398 fee. After reading the e-mails, in which Yack suggesting {1
taking a “little more heavy-handed approach” with Noricks,
Watchdog Canton passed the messages along to Robinson,

Yack has called this situation a “distraction to my fellow board
members” and said he put a plan in motion last week to make the
township whole.

‘While Finance Director Rick Eva is calculating every per-hour
cost of operating the supervisor’s office, Yack said he has a per-
sonal attorney, whom he declined to identify, going through the
172 e-mails to see which, if any, violate the Campaign Finance
Act.

If presented with e-mails that are in violation, Yack said they
will determine how long it took him to compose'the message and
how much money it cost the township based on Eva’s findings.

“Based on the number of minutes, I will write a check to the 5!
township for what it cost,” Yack said.

Robinson said he questions a June 2 e-mail Yack senitoa
Lansing lobbyist stating:

“Our treasurer ig retiring and we have a (contentious) race
between a sitting trustee (R) and the president of the Canton
Community Foundation (B) for the open seat. Can you guys help
in anyway to raise a few bucks?”

“A line has to be drawn,” Robinson said. “He was acting as a
consultant to a campaign by reviewing literature and soliciting.”

Robinson said he is filing the complaint against Yack because
Watchdog Canton members have said they are afraid of retribution,

“That’s pure garbage,” said Yack, who has questioned the iden-
tities of the group’s members. “This is all smoke and mirrors
because they camn’t provide a single example in 20 years where
(retribution) has ever, ever happened.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com | {734) 953-2170

Wayne-Westland board OKs steps for teacher discipline

8Y SUE MASON
DBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Wayne-Westland Board
of Education put its striking
teachers on notice Tuesday
evening that it is prepared to
take action against thefn if
they don’t return to their class-
rooMmS.

The school board voted 6-0
with Treasurer Steve Becher
absent to allow school officials
to begin notifying teachers
participating in the “illegal
strike” of the procedures that
would be used for discipline.

“The board will not per-
mit the laws of the state of

© The Observer
& Eccentric
For Home Newspapers
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Michigan to be violated,”
said board President Martha
Pitsenbarger. “The board’s
team has negotiated in good
faith. The board remains com-
mitted to resolving this com-
plexissue in a fair and equi-
.table manner. The board will
be at the bargaining table and
will remain at the table”

The school board expressed
alack of confidence in the
union to represent the interest
of its members or “act in the
best interest of the students,
the parents, the district and its
members.”

The decision came at a spe-

- cial meeting, held at Wayne

1i -

63174 10007

Memorial High School’s
Stockmeyer Aunditorinm.
More than 1,000 parents,
students, striking teachers,
their supporters and Michigan
Education Association officials
packed the auditorium for the
meeting that at times was loud
and rancous and resembled the
rally teachers had held outside
earlier in the evening.

It was the first meeting
the board has held since the
district agreed to move its
meetings to a larger venue to
settle a lawsuit filed by the
Wayne-Westland Education
Association.

Emotions ran high in the

auditorium as parents and stu-
dents expressed support for the
teachers and urged the board

1o sit dewn and negotiate.

- Wayne Mayor Al Hadius told
the board and teachers “that
the stakes are too high,” that
no one can win or lose in the
conflict.

“T know both sides are able
and qualified to go back to
the table and not leave until
they bring the children back to
school,” he said.

Parent T.J. Thomas told both
sides that they need to “grow
up and do what theyre

Please see TEACHERS, A7

i,
i

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PROTOGRAPHER "

- Wayne-Westland Schools teachers walk in a picket line in front of Watker-
Vinter Elementary after going on strike on Monday.
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Girls night out

Young ladies between 6-
12 years of age are invited 1o
attend a “Girls Night Out” at

'6-9:30 p.m. on Friday, Getober

10 at the Summit on the Park,
located at 46000 Summit
Parkway. “Girls Night Out”
participants will get a chance
to relax, eat, laugh, as well as
play fun interactive games, and
swim at the Aquatic Center.
Dinner, fun party snacks, and
plenty of girly things will also
be included in the evening’s
activities.

Register for $15 for members,
$17 for residents and $22 for
non-residents online at Jei-
sure.canton-mi.org. For more
information or to register, visit
www.canton-ni.org or contact
Canton Leisure Sevvices at
{(734) 394-5460,

‘Stories from the
Shadows’

Canton Leisure Services
will host an evening of “Stories
From the Shadows” on Sunday,
Oct. 12 from 4-7 pam. at
Canton’s Lower Rouge River
Recreation Trall, located at
Morton Taylor and Michigan
Avenue.

Storytellers will do their
best to assure age-appropri-
ate entertainment throughout
the evening. All children must
be accompanied by an adult.
Parents are strongly discour-
aged in bringing children under
4 years of age to this scary
event. Be sure to dress weather

ARDUND CANTON

appropriately, wear comfort-
able shoes and make sure you're
sitting next to someone braver
than you,

Registration is required to
attend this event where partici-
pants will hear about mysteri-
ous noises, haunted places, and
unexplained events. Canton
residents can currently register
for just §8 per participant. Non-
residents can register for just
$10. Space is Hmited. Sign up
today online at leisure.canton-
miorg. In the event of inclem-
ent weather, call (794) 394-
5480 for information regarding
program cancellation.

For more information about
“Stories From the Shadows”
and other Fall Canton Leisure
Services events, call (734)
394-5460 or visit www.canton-
miorg.

Chorus help

The Canton Community
Youth Chorus and Adult
Chorus, under the direction
of David Weiling, is currently
accepting new members. The
Youth Choir is comprised of
boys and girls 6-15 years of
age, while the Adult Chorus is
for anyone 16 years of age and
older.

The purpose of these groups
is to provide an outlet for these
individuals interested in sing-
ing in an organized choir,
Various vocal and performing
skills will be tanght through
veeal exercises and choral work.
The groups will explore many
styles of music, including clas-

Observer

sical, pop, musical theatre and
Jjazz. Whether you are a begin-
ner or have performed in choirs
befure, come and enjoy this
shared musical experience,

The chorus’ concerts this sea-
son included an on-stage dress
rehearsal on Dec. 11 with the
main stage performance sched-
ule on Dec. 12, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Village Theater at Cherry
Hill. Tickets for this entertain-
ing performance are just $12,

The Aduit Chorus meets
every Monday from 7:30-9:30
pro. in the Biltmore Stadio of
the Village Theater, located at
50400 Cherry Hill Road. The
Youth Chorus meets Monday
evenings from 6-7 p.m., also in
the Biltmore Studio.

The cost to join the Youth
Chorus is $40. There is 2 $50
fee to join the Adult Chorus.
Register at the Summit on the
Park. For more information
contact, Jennifer Tobin, Canton
Arts Coordinator at (734) 394
5484 or by e-mail at jtobin@
eanton-mi.org,

Canton Newcomers

The Canton Newcomers
monthly merting scheduled
for 7:15 p.m., Nov. 5 will wel-
come Jeannette Williams from
the Canton Summit Aquatic
and CPR Center, who will be
speaking on how we can best
handle emergency situations
at home (someone falling or
fainting, general cuts, and other
home disasters) and the best
remedies for these situations.
Demonstrations will be done

Fri,, Oct. 10 « 7:30pm -9pm

When radio was king

The Choral Connection song and dance troupe wili present On the Airl Vintage Yocals from the Era of Old Time Radio’
at 2 p.m., Oct. 26 the Village Theater at Cherry Hill, The colorful, upbeat show features Hit Parade songs, comedy
bits, stylized staging, and commercial jingles. The Choral Connection, directed by Carolyn Tjon Burnstein and
accompanied by Auita Delph, is a high energy troupe specializing in choreographed four-part harmonies, This show
will open the 15th season of the 20-member group, which performs for public and private audiences celebrating
spacial occasions throughout southeast Lower Michigan, Tickets are §15. For ticket infarmation, calf (734) 394-

5300. For more information about the show or the group, call (734) 6654573,

at the Sunflower Subdivision
Clubhouse at 45800 Hanford
Road, Canton. For more infor-
mation, visit the group’s Web
site at www.cantonnewcomers.
org for more information or call
Melanie at (734) 660-2328.

Bug hunters needed |

Friends of the Rouge's Fall
Bug Hunt is scheduledfor g
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, Oct.
18 at Schooleraft College’s
VisTaTech Center (Waterman
Room). Pre-register before Oct.
10 {required) by calling (313)

with club volunteers,

In addition, Showroom
of Elegance will be holding
a "Gold Party.” Bring your
unwanted jewelry to be paid in
cash for your items, This event
also supports our club’s fund-
raising goals.

The group welcomes new
members and visitors, includ-
ing residents who have lived in
Canton a few months to more
than 50 years,

The meeting will take place

SRR R 2 - ’
Financial ¥92-8621 or e-mailing monitor~
Planni ing@therouge.org. More infor-
' anning mation and past results can be
# Seminar

found at wwwiherouge.org.

teers meet at a central location

{8chooleraft College) where
they are assigned to a team.
Each team carpools to two
sites where they sample under
the direction of a trained team
leader. Volunteers take on the
job of “picking” anything mov-
ing from sample trays brought
up from theriver. =
Each team hopes to find
lots of mayfles, stoneflies
and caddisflies at their site
because the presence of many
of these sensitive insects tells
them that the stream is in good
shape. The Hunt is part ofa-
long term monitoring program
designed to track the health of

- Rouge streams. The Michigan

[T ——

€3 GANNET HOMETOWNLIFECOM This is a great opportunity ~ Department of Environmental
Sat., Oct, 11 »' 9am-12 noon o get outside, learn about your Quali’gy uses the data to screen
HOW T0 REACH 1S (8:30am Pree Continentat Breukfasty local stream and have a good for problems and Rouge com-
. These are just a fow of § bé time. Volunteers need no expe-  munities use it to track the
Home Defivery/Customer Service.......1-366-83-PAPER (866-887-2737) iy Pt o b6 diocdemng: | rience but must pre-register  health of their streams. The
_ ' . o .«  before October 16, Children 5 Fall Bug Hunt is funded by
- T {T34) 9532104  FaXoorion {734} 5917279 * Paying off debt and older are welcome When the Rouge River National.
Sports NIghtlne....o..concmmemsns e {734) 9532104 *The 13 most common financial accompanied by a participating  Wet Weather Demonstration
Classified Advertising B00-579-SELL (7355 mistakes people make fn retifement | aun On Bug Hunt Day, volun-  Project |
! ‘ s « Stock and bond market cammoil - . g Hunt Day, volun-  Project.
Display Advertising.............. {734) 582-3363 Understanding and navigating

during uncerizin-times

Plymouth Church of Christ
9301 N.Sheldon Road - Piymouth
Foramore info oy to vegister call:

734-453—7638 ext, 22
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DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

Hapoy Hounds { “Catching a snooze §
now offers | at Happy Hounds § .

- is fun!" A
Cage-Free

1 2o

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-lke enviroament,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and loving stalf member!

Rumbs

i you are af work, on vacation,
or traveling for business, we are al wark
caring for your loyal friend & companion

el Cams!

~734-459-DOGS

8§73 South Main St = Pymouth, Mi 48170
ww happyhoundsdaveare eom

Happ? Heting e
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Pog Day Care

N OE0BE21 063

OAKWOOD HEALTHCARE CENTERS DELIVER
PERSONALIZED PRIMARY CARE CLOSE TO HOME,

Mezza Mediterranean Grill Banquet Room - NOVI
42050 Grand River

Frocaeds Bonefit lackson HS boouters Ut 2-3 M4RE71; Biwanis Ulok of
Haslett youth programe Ot 16419 42638, Jomumnity Action Team
. communiy prajerty 0ot 23.26 Me2581 and Ol 30-Hov Z 42648

1oy - CANH GAMES - LEAGUES

information. At Oakwood, we specialize in caring for families just fike yours. .kvery Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday...

Oakwood’

We specialize. In you™

Qakwood primary care doctors take the time 1o listen to vou like members of your own family. To
fit your busy lifestyle, our health care centers and hospitals are conveniently located close o your
home. We deliver exceptional family medicine, internal medicine, obstetrical care and pediatric

care with compassionate doctors and staff in & comfortable setting. We work closely with Qakwood-

aftiliated specialists 1o ensure that all of your health care needs are met. Visit cakwood.org for more

GHC-Bellevilie s T4.B97.9055  OHC-Desshorn Meroury Dr. ... M13.982.4351 Gakwood Dearbors Pedbtties wwm... 313,593, 7240
DHC-BroWnStown ..o cvevor, TH4.382.8011  CHO-LIROOI PAK novsvrrvonen. 132943515 Oakwood Dearbors 0B-GYN Assoc. ... 313.503.5810
+ BHE-BAIION cosmromsessecrsosrerees TRRABEION  DHEREWROM covrrms e rirmreenren THTOBS120  Dakwvond Bearbort Women's Haalth . 313.962.5430
OHC-Garden Y. v wesveenn, 73.762.3600  OHE-S0UHD010 -.oocrrecssuenne
OHC-Dearhorn Hubbard Br. . 3132713801 DHG-Westant...ueron T3L727.3000

For more information g0 to Wﬁﬁaﬁiyﬁeﬁééi@aieﬁﬁanmm
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Playing with a purpose

All Saints
players take
the field to
fight cancer

BY NANCY DEUTSCH
CORRESPONDENT

At first, Jerry Grady of
Canton learned his wife's step-
mother had pancreatic cancer.
Then a friend was diagnosed
with cancer, and the father of
a boy on his sons soccer team
admitted he'd just finighed
ayear of treatment for rectal
cancer.

Every time he heard the
news, Grady’s compuision io
do something grew.

What came out of that need
is Cancer Awareness Day,
which is Saturday, Oct. 11. On
that day, kids from All Saints
Catholic School who play soc-
cer or volleyball will be raising
money for the Cancer Society
through the sports they love.

Grady coaches soccer for the
team his son, Jacob, plays on.
Those on the team will don
purple shirts for the game on
Saturday, since purple is the
color for cancer. Each shirt

BitL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The JV Boys Thunder Soccer 2008 Team Is; Michael, Angotti, David Binden,
Michael Brish, Andrew Budd, Ryan Doyle, Alex Hayes, Josh Jones, Kent

Langlinais, Conor Nailos, Cameron Peterson, Connor Schummrick, Luke

Stevenson, Luke Wellman, Austin Carr, Jacob Grady, Matthew Hammerstein,
Conar McElroy, Gino Persicone, Andrew Pyle, Eric Swartz, and Matthew
White, The team is coached by Jerry Grady, Rob Pyle, Gill Doyle, and Brent
Jones,

LET THE GAMES BEGIN

® The soccer games will be played Saturday, Oct, 11, at St. John
Neumann Catholic Church, 44800 Warren Road. The game times

Host airs final-serving of ‘Lemonade’

“Lemonade,” 88.1FM’s show
by and for local seniors, cel-
ebrated its final show recently.

The show, hosted by
Plymouth resident Betty Smith,
has aired Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m. for more than 10 years.
Each week Smith spotlighted
news for local seniors. Bhe also
took time to interview interesi~
ing people and seniors that are
living an active life. Each show
included an eclectic mix of Jazz
from her extensive record col-
lection. Smith left the show to
pursue other interests.

“I knew this time would
eventually come but I'm still
sad to see Betty go,” said Bill
Keith, station manager, “The
show's success is a tribute to
Betty’s hard work and dedica-
tiop. She has really created an
important radio show for local
seniors.”

Wednesday's show turned
the tables on Smith. Keith
served as the host and Smith
shared her favorite memories
of the show. The show included
clips of past guests including
Bao Schembechler, Lloyd Carr,
Maynard Ferguson, Elmore
Leonard and others. Smith
also shared some of her favorite
msic.

As Smith began talking
about leaving the show, Keith
said, many names surfaced as
new hosts. He said station offi-
cials are “pleased to announce
that Debra Madonna will take

Longtime radio host Betty Smith did her last broadcast of ‘Lemonade’ on
88.1 The Escape, the student-run radio station of the Plymouth-Canton
schoois. Smith hosted the show for more than 10 years.

over the Lemonade slot with
her new show, ‘Community.
“Community” will put the
spotlight on Plymouth-Canton
individuals, service orgauni-
zations, cultural activities,
education groups, and busi-
nesses that contribute Lo the
well-being and quality of life
for others.

“We're excited to have Debra
step int on this show,” said
Keith, “No one could replace’
Betty, but Debra will provide
a wonderful new direction for
the show. I'm sure many of the
same Hsteners will regularly
tune into ‘Community.”

Madonna is no stranger to
WSDP, the student-run radio
stafion that serves Plymouth-
Canton schools,

Her son, Mark, a student
at the University of Michigan,
is a former WSDP staff mem-
ber. Even prior to her son’s
time at the station, Madenna
was a regular supporter of
WSDP.

“We also look forward to
having Betty back as a guest
host when Debra is unavail-
able,” said Keith, “We won't let
her get away that easy. Shes
been too important to the
WSDP staff”

will bear a different name on
the back- the name of someone
with cancer or someone who
had cancer.

When the game is over, the
shirt will be presented to the
family of the person for whom
that student played.

Grady paid for all 18 shirts,
which were $10 each, out of
his own pocket. He asked the
boys to raise half of that, and -
. donate it to the American
Cancer Society. They were also
welcome to raise more money
if they could. More than 8280
has been raised already.

The motivation for doing
this was easy, accordmg to
Grady.

“I've been very well blessed,”
said Grady, the father of four.
“I believe in paying forward.”

are as foltows, and all teams are playing Our Lady of Good Counsel
Catholic Schoof soccer teams:

10 am. - JV Girls; 1130 a.m. - JV Boys {the game where the boys
wear purple jerseys; 1 p.m. - Varsity Girts; 2:30 p.m. - Varsity Boys
® The Volleyhali games will be played at All Saints Catholic
School, 48735 Warren. The game times are as follows:

10 a.m. - JV girls “Thunder” vs Our Lady of Victory;, a.m. - JV
girls “Blue” vs St. Genevieve; Noon - Varsity girls “Thunder” vs St.
William; 1 p.m. - Varsity girls “Blue” vs St. Genevieve

N ¢ ST. MARY MERCY ;.,WQNIA
* Suint Joseph Mercy Health System |

Free Breast Form and
Bra Fitting Event
for women experiencing breast cant;_er

driver, and when she heard
what Grady plans “she was
ecstatic.”

The family will either per-
sonally deliver or mail the
shirt Jacob wears for the game
to her, Grady said.

*I thought it'd be really cool
if we could do something,”

to take part, but were too late
to order shirts. They will wear
purple wristbands or pink
and purple ribbons to show
support for raising money for
cancer.
As for Grady’s own family,
his wife’s stepmother, Sharon
" Lipka, is too ill to travel to the

Thursday, October 16
{0 a3 pam. : o
The Helen Palmer Image Recovery Cenmr

at 5t. Mary Mercy Hospitals ..
Qur Lady of Hope Cancer Center
{4555 Levan Rd, Livonia - :

Mosted by Americon Bregst Care’

Different soccer teams at games from Florida, where Grady recalls.
the school, and the volleyball  she retired. Lipka used tobe a “It’s taken off faster than I ‘Fittings for thi ' b
teams, decided they wanted Plymouth-Canton school bus  thought it wonld.” FIRngs tor this event are by
. appointment, call 734.655.8810

2 D October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month!
Oy i 33
fo =
= \:,,; 2 X Services at the Halen Palmer image
= 4 g P Recovery Center include, but are not
LN limited o, prosthetics and bras, har
e replacement and head wear; haircurs
; : = , and styling, corrective mineral makeup,
L 2 z ‘ 5 botanically based shin 2nd nal care,
. 5 medicinal manicures and pedicures, as well
5 “Joe’s Faa! SPeciaisﬂ - as medical oncology massage tharapy.
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~ Dad: Book about daughter’s fuqht meant to haI'«

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

On what would have been his
daughter’s third birthday, Allen Shuh
sat in the foyer of his church and
gripped the book he wrote in memory
of his second-born child.

“T think about her often,” said
Shuh, a youth pastor at Agape Family
Worship Center in Canton. “But it is
our belief that one day we will walk
with her.”

Shuh, a Wayne resident, penned
The Story of Bella after his daughter
died at 5-months-old from complica-
tions of spina bifida, a defect caused
by incomplete development of a fetus’
spinal cord.

“Bella was always in pain but she
was still a fighter,” said Shuh, refer-
encing the 10 brain surgeries she had
to undergo. “Her being here got all of
us closer to God and we know that life
is important.”

Shuh and his wife, Shelby, were
the parents of a 2-year-old boy, Issac,
when they decided to try for a second

child and conceived after only two
months.

“That was a great thing because we
tried for five years for Issac,” he said.
“And my wife ended up going to her
20-week doctor’s appointment a little
early and they said they had found
seripus issues.”

When dactors gave the couple the
option of ending the pregnancy, they
decided against it and braved 16 addi-
tional weeks until she was born.

“That time was very hard for us,”
Shuh said, adding that the pregnancy

* was compounded by well wishes and

questions from those who didn’t know
their situation. “It was a mix of bitter-
sweet feelings.”

Upon her birth, Bella's will to fight
— she once stunned a nurse by mov-
ing her feet — gave her parents hope
that she would make it, but after her
final brain surgery, doctors noticed
her body hadn’t responded well and
she passed the following day.

Shuh says he thought about putting
the experience in writing and was
given confirmation two months later

when a fellow church member stipped
him $100 in a handshake.

“We were at an anrual auction for
our church when a (presenter) got up
and asked had any of us ever wanted
to write our story,” he said. “When
bidding started at $100 to get a book
published with Zoe Life, ¥ looked
down at the $100 in my hand and
thought, OK, this is chvious.”

Zoe Life Publishing, of Canton, '
released Shuh’s story in 2006. The
book is available on Amazon.com and
Target.com.

“Everyone I know who has ever lost
& child said that the book seemed to
help him,” he said, calling it a story
of hope, faith and love. “The book is
meant to heal.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com | {734) 953-2170

Allen Shuh published his book, ‘The. Story of
Bella,” about the loss of his daughter, and
believes 'one day we will walk with her.

BIL%. BRESLER | STAFF PHDTOGRAPHER
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Don't let skunks, yellow
jackets ruin fall's splendor

e perfect season is here.
Crisp nights. Golden
sunshine days. A time for
goldfinch to tear at purple
coneflower seeds. A time for
monarch but-
terflies to drift
south, And the
time to dance
with skunks.

For as the
waning nights
of September
gave way to
the dawn of
October, tiny
feet pitter
patter about
your yard, dig
up tasty lawn
grubs, paw
through back door cat food
bowls and dig exploratory
burrows under your low deck:
“Hey, this looks real snuggly
for a winter hideaway!”

The striped skunk is a mas-
ter of perfection when it comes
to adapting to the suburban-
created habitat. And aversive
conditioning techniques —
creating negative stimuli such
as boldly yelling at or harass-
ing the unwanted intruder
— are ineffective at the least
and foolish.

Natre's Way

Jonathan
Schechter

s

Before you can yell, “That’s
not the heighbor’s cat!” and
beat a hasty retreat, it will spin
about, raise tail and let go with
a pungent blast of overwhelm-
ing musk. Fact of the matter is
clear: skunks practice aversive
conditioning to keep us away.
And if you let your dog out
at night to cryptically do its
“business” on the neighbor’s
lawn (Who, me, do that?) it
just may well come home reek-
ing of an encounter.

Another word of advice,
if you are one of those do-it-
yourselfer woodchuck catchers
and you set a cage to catch the
garden raider, close the cage
door before dusk or you may
well wake up with a skunk
peering at you from behind
bars. "Honey, you caught
something in the cage. I think
it’s a skuuuunk!”

Every autumn in my subur-
ban nuisance wildlife removal
work down in the burgs of
Bloomfield, I've come across
this exact situation.

Be aware. Be skunk smart.
Skunk-proofing your low deck
may help. Bird feeder spill-
age is a great skunk attractor.
This intelligent, omnivorous
creature has wide ranging

Skunks are one of the few animals that happily will take en a nest full of
vellow jackets — and win most of the time.

tastes. And one if its absolute
favorites, the most delightful
delectable, is nothing other
than an underground nest
full of yellow jackets. Both
the larva and the adults are
delicacies.

These golden days have
underground vellow jacket
nests exploding in a frenzy of
activity. And it is these insects
-~ not honey bees — that are
the cause of most human sting
agony. And do they ever love
your picnics, cider, dough-
nuts and suburban campouts.
Watch your beverage cans,
too. Check the can lip before
you sip — yellow jackets share
drinks.

And avoid the underground
nests: Not to be messed with
unless you are a hungry skunk
putting on weight for winter.

Jonathan Schechter writes on
nature’s way. Write him at oakne-
ture@aol.com,

100 BOO SCARES UP FUN AT DETROIT Z00

The Detroit Zoo's annual
“merry-not-scary” Zoo Boo
celebration returns this
Halloween season, featuring
a festively decorated half-mile
trick-or-treat trail through the
front of the park. Presented by
Meijer, Zoo Boo will be held
6-8 p.m. Oct. 17-19, Oct. 24-26
and Oct. 30-31, rain or shine.

Elaborate pumpkin displays
will line the treat trail, where
greeters will pass out goodies
to costume-clad children at
treat stations along the route.
A trail of eerie fog and myste-
rious sounds will lead through
a graveyard to the Haunted
Reptile House, where friendly
witches, mummies, vampires
and other monsters have taken
up residence for the season.

Ghouly Games, spon-
sored by Blue Care Network
of Michigan, will feature
Halloween-themed games,
prizes, arts and crafts and
a hay maze, The live mini-
musical “Zoo Boo Revue”
will be performed every half
hour starting at 6:30 p.m.

Wz

at the Main Picnic Grove.

The excitement continues at
the Wild Adventure Ride,
sponsored by State Farm
Insurance, as “Dracula’s
Haunted Castle” transports
riders through secret passage-
ways.

On Oct. 25, FedEx and Safe
Kids USA will remind chil-
dren and parents about safety.
FedEx will provide reflective
giveaways to increase visibility
as well as safety tips for par-
ents and drivers.

Advance tickets can be pur-
chased at Booth One at the
admission gate of the Detroit
Zoo or online at www.detroit-
zoo.org. Tickets are $6 per
person, ages 2 and up. Tickets
for the Wild Adventure Ride
are an additional $2 per per-
son, half-off the regular price.
Time slots for Zoo Boo are 6
p.m, 6:30 p.m.,'7 p.m.,, 7:30
p.am. and 8 p.m. Ifa date and
time slot is not sold out, a lim-
ited number of tickets may be
available at the gate that day
after 5 p.m. for $10. L

<

Hair Salon
Invites you to join us for our

Monday, October 20TH from 6:30pm - 8:30pm

% *Free Haircut % Drawings % Hairdressing % 10% off
Certificates every 20 Demonstration - already
for the first minutes for ; low-priced -
50 people . Gift Baskets . Refreshments * hair products _

m?;% Yitb.gg ¢
U ¢ SALow gypy CERT! Mm‘
Srowse our Boutiguel - See you there

www.captivatingcuts.com
17150 Farmington Road » Livonia, ME 48152 ¢ 734-422-444%

Captivating Cuts is conveniently located in the strip mall at the NE cornerof .
6 Mile & Farmington. We are tucked back in the courtyard by Baskin Robbi

*FIRST TIME . CLIENTS ONLY - TO BE REDEEMED AT A LATER DATE, BY APPOINTMENT ONLY..

‘ L www, threecedarsfarm.org

2

Sun-Thurs ioam-dusk
Fri & Sat 10am-topm

7897 Six Mile Ro;
Salem Townsk

| Call today
i for prices.
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$15,000 minimum deposit.
Comerica Platinum Circle® or
Premier checking account required.

12-month term. $2,500 minimum deposit..
Comerica checking account required.

Quality senior care at an affordable price.
But the real value is her happiness.

Select suites starting at $60 a day.*

Time to plan for the furure. Sunrise Senicr Living makes it easier than ever to provide quality

care for the one that means so much to you. We offer a variety of living options, amenities,
sactal activities, and more— all tailored to maximize each resident’s independence. It’s the best

of everything for less.

Since 1981, Sunrise has been a leader in senior care. We offer personalized, supportive care
and services, dedicated care-management teams and individualized service plans. It allows
all cur seniors to live with dignity on their own terms.

Call today to find out just how affordable tomorrow can be. Limited time offer.

1
SUNRISE.

SENIOR LIVING
734-420-7917
Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care

* Limuted tme offer. Must move-in by
10731108, Offer based on avadabilizy.
Daes nat include additional charges
for semaces or medical care Other
restrictions may apply.

aé&

15870 Haggerty Road

Brighton Gardens of Northville

www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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Corriveau our pic
in 20th House race

There were more than a few raised eyebrows two years
ago when Democrat Marc Corriveau of Northville won a
state House seat, the 20th District, that had been owned
and operated by Republicans forever.

His re-election — which we believe voters should pro-
vide — should come as far less a surprise.

Corriveau, who defeated Northville
Township Supervisor Mark Abbo two
years ago, faces Republican Jerry Vorva
of Plymouth, a former 20th District rep-
resentative, in the Nov. 4 general election.
Neither had a primary challenge.

And his performance in his first
term has earned him the right to con-
tinue serving his district, which includes
both Plymouths (city and township), the
Northvilles (city and township), the City of Wayne and a
small portion of Canton Township.

Corriveau went to Lansing with 4 promise to keep his
constituents in mind,-and we believe he’s done that, He'd
barely gotten his seat warm when he and other legisla-
tars had to tackle issues such as removal of the Single
Business Tax (he believed eliminating it without a suit-
able replacement already in hand was a mistake) and the
huge deficit in the state budget. Say what you want about
his decisions, but Corriveau took into account what his

Corriveay

constituents wanted when he cast his votes. And one of

the things we Iike best about Corriveau is his willingness
after those votes to put himself out there to explain his
thought process.

Corriveau has the ability to work without regard to
party lines. He talks regularly to the elected officials in

his district, many of whom are Republican, and most of

whom speak well of him,

He also proved his ability to get things done when he
moved legislation through the House in an attempt to
help Northville Township’s fight against the annexation
of the old Northville Regional Psychiatric Hospital land
to the City of Livonia.

Despite the fact that legislation stalled in the Senate,
Corriveau worked with Republican Sen. Bruce Patterson
of Canton to help township officials in trying to prevent

the annexation. Corrivean joined Northville Township

officizls in campaigning against the annexation. Livonia
voters did reject the annexation proposal.

Vorva is saying all the things people like to hear from
campaigning politicians — cut taxes, save and create
jobs, reduce government. But there’s no real evidence he

did any of that his first time around, and Corriveau has.

proven he can work with representatives of both parties
to broker solutions to difficnlt problems.

“We believe Marc Corriveau has earned re-election in
the Nov. 4 general election.

_etters, Web page
Drovide your voice

Over the years, we have enjoyed — and taken seriously
- the responsibility we have to be your eyes and ears in
the communities we cover as your hometown newspaper.

But there’s another role we play on your behalf, another
thing we can be for you — particularly as the world moves
farther along the information highway.

Your voice. .

With the established opinion pages inside our print edi-
tions, and our interactive, user-friendly Web site (www.
hometownlife.com), readers have an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to take part in the coverage of their own commu-
nity. ‘

But the letters serve a valuable purpose in non-election
times, ds well. A range of topics — from taxes to budgets
and zoning to public safety - are debated in these pages
twice a week. At 400 words apiece, thats a lot of discus-
sion.

But increasingly, readers are finding it more convenient
and more interactive to get into discussions via our Web
page (www.hometownlife.com). There are several ways to
do it, and all of them are easy.

You can become an Observer blogger (all you have to do
is register, and the Web site walks you through the easy-
ag-pie instructions). There are community forums, where
you can either start a discussion about anything vou wish,
or join an existing discussion. Or you can leave a comment
about an individual story posted to the site.

Upset with your elected officials? Let us know. Want to
thank a police officer or a firefighter? Drop us a line. Prefer
the Internet to old-fashioned paper and pencil? Feel free.

For years, we've been your watchdog, keeping our eyes on
your community for you. Now we've found more ways than
ever to provide you with a voice of your own.

Whichever way you choose to do i, all you have to do
now is make sure your voice is heard.

@bserver

€) GANNETT

Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Peter Neill
Community Editor | Executive Editor | Vice President
General Manager
Hugh Gallagher ; Marty Carry
Managing Editor | Director of
Advertising

Richard Aginian - Publisher Emeritus

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the fives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.

www.hometownlife.com

LaJoy is committed

This community is very fortunate to
have an excellent and experienced indi-
vidual, Todd LaJoy, runniung for state
representative. | have had the pleasure
of knowing Todd LaJoy for many years.
When I see Todd I think leader and
communicator. Todd gives 100 per-
cent to the many things he s involved
in in this commumnity. Az an elected
board member and past chair of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce, Todd
was responsible for leading efforts to
cut chamber costs and assist the busi-
nesses of the community in establish-
ing a permanent home for the Chamber
of Commerce on Hanford Road. As a
business owner in the community, Todd
has maintained his connection with
other businesses and the chamber even
as he moved into his current leadership
role as trustee for Canton Township.

Again Todd is a key communicator
for the board and his voting record
speaks for itself on issues related to the
Canton Community, Todd LaJoyis &
lifelong resident and is a produet of our
school system. Election time brings a
flurry of activity by many candidates to
get all their civic duties accomplished
so it can be part of their campaign
strategy. Todd LaJoy is not that type of
candidate. His long term commitment
to moving the community forward ig
apparent in his long list of accomplish-
ments and skills.

Todd will be a state representative
ihat you can approach with any issue -
and get answers. In November, please
join me in voting for Todd LaJoy for
state representative,

Saily Bailey
Canfon

Slavens is reformer

Our founding fathers had a vision
of citizens leaving their homes and
livelihoods, going to Washington to
serve in their government to make the
lives of their fellow citizens better and
then returning to the private sector: In
that tradition, Dian Slavens, a mother
and grandmother of a Canton family,
has seen a crying need for reform that
hasn’t been addressed by our career
politicians and she is answering the
call for change by running for Congress
in the 21st district this November.

Dian, whose children attended
Canton schocls, knows how important
a good education is to our children and
our cominunity. She will fight to make
sure our children get the kind of educa-
tion that prepares them to be produce-
tive citizens of this rapidly changing
world.

Dian’s work in the medical field
makes her uniquely able to address
the ever-growing problem of making
affordable health care available to all,
People who cannot afford health care
will not seek care and that's a problem
for us all. ’

The biggest fight of our lives is to
get Michigan's economy back on track.

LETTERS

1 know that Dian is solely interested
in doing just that for her family and
for us. She may not be a pit bull with
lipstick, but she knows how to make
reasoned arguments for change. She
can bridge the great partisan divide to
‘get real work accomplished and that is
what we need.

My entire family will be voting for
Dian, a2nd if you are unhappy with the
way things have gone the past eight
years, vou should to.

Mary Brown

Canton

Zarbo has right approach

T'm looking for reliable and conve-
nient ways to learn about the local can-
didates for Canton Township’s upcom-
ing elections. In general, Web sites are
a helpful resource.

Before I cast my vote however, I want
to know what is the person’s approach
to the job and how do they stay in touch

- with residents?

1 agree with current Trustee Karl
Zarbo’s approach to the position: retain
and recruit residents and businesses
and combine those with investment,
jobs and fiscal and growth manage-
ment so tax rates can remain low.

The fact that he has been recognized
by the community for his additional
commitments with a 2006 and a 2007
Community Supporter Award let’s me
know he is involved.

I amin a fairly unique situation
being a neighbor of Karl’s. 1 can assure
you that Karl gets it. He doesn’t “fight”
-~ rather he just.brings innovative
ideas, investment and jobs and well
thought-out solutions to township
challenges. And he voted for his own
(and his colleagues) pay cut — I like
that a lot. :

Other ways to get information is
to view the replay of the Chamber of
Commerce’s recent candidates fornm
(Karl was their choice for their 2006
Business Person Excelience Award) on
the local cable channels and ask for
recommendations from friends and
neighbors. _

I hope you will consider this neigh-
bor’s recommendation tc vote to re-
elect Canton Township Trustee Karl
Zarbo on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2008. For
more information, visit his Web site at
www.karlzarbo.com.

Jamle Certo

Canton

Barone has local experience

As many elections do, it seems the
race for 35th Distriet Court judge will
come down to the wire. While I may
not have been correct on critiques in
the past, I find it funny where some
campaigns choose to put their focus.
The focus, at least from a media stand-
point, seems to be on the endorsements
of each candidate in this race. One is
promoting an extensive list of individu-
als from around the state and the other

with individuals specifically related to
the 35th District. While much bas been
made about the sitting judges’ endorse-
ments and the ethics related to doing
50, let us look deeper at these “endorse-
menis.” : . .

Jim Plakas boasts about such support
from various judges to Wayne County
Prosecutor Kym Worthy. However,1
wonder if I am the only one to notice
the problem here being a lack of con-
nection to the 35th District. Joe Barone
finds his supporters in all of the for-
mer candidates for the 35th District
seat (Martha Snow, Cam Miller, Jim
Malinowski, Art Butler), numerous
asth District elected officials, and _
other community leaders. 1 may sup- =
port Arnold for governor in California,
but who cares, becanse I vote here in
Michigan.

The focus should be on the experi-
ence of each, While both are respected
in their field, one has shown a dedica-
tion to our district. Barone has handled
4.5 times the amount of cases in the
35th District as Plakas. Plakas has
spent his 13 years as a prosecutor pri-
marily in Westland. Now why, if he has
such an extensive network of support,
has he not been elected to the bench
in the 18th District, where he has pre-
dominantly practiced? But then again,
who am I to question, I am only a 35th
District resident and voter, '

Scott Foess

Canton

Voting for Barbne

The 35th Distriet Court needs a
knowledgeable, humble judge that
will work well with the other two
judges and the support staff of the
court. I attended the Canton Chamber
Candidates Forum last week and
was very impressed with Joe Barone.
Barone was well poised and showed he
will be a humble, hardworking judge
that will treat the people that appear

_ before him with fairness and respect.

That is why I am voting for Joe Barene
for 35th District Court Judge.
Mark Hutchins

Canton

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 .
words or less. We may edit for ciarity, space

and content. .

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, M| 48150

Fax:
(734) 5917279

E-mail;
kkuban@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“It's very frustrating. t's very hard to understand why we can't have the health insurance we want when it's less
expensive than what the district is offering.” |

-~ Wayne-Westland teacher representative Evelyn Baran discussing the impasse the teachers union is having with
district officials
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Poetic

Local author
heips others
write with
new book

BY MANCY REYTSCH
CORRESPONBENT

Canton-resident Cheryl A.
Vatcher-Martin believes any-
one can write; a talent she pos-
seszes, and so the award-win-
ner author has written a book
that attempis to inspire new
writers to vy their hand at the
craft.

This is the second book for
Vatcher-Martin, who released
a poetry book calied Waman
Reclining in May of 30086, Her
new release is titled Cheryl's
Musings, A Day In The Life
Of An Award Winning Poet &
Photographer.

“I feel anybody can write,”

Cheryl Vatcher-Martin has just published her second book.

said Vatcher-Martin, who has
a master’s degree in educa-
tion, is a freelance writer,
and has written several chap
books (pocket-sized booklets).
“Everybody has a story to tell.
They can get inspiration from
my book.”
She started writing her lat-
est book in 200%, and released
a chapbook of the same name
in 2007. Vatcher-Martin, who
has led some writing classes at
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools, said she writes like she
‘teaches. “T iry io motivate and
inspire” The book is in a diary
format that attempts to lead
the readers to think about sto-
ries of their own.-
Vatcher-Martin, who is in

THE VATCHER-MARTIN FILE

Who: Canton-resident Cheryi A,
Yatcher-Martin

What: just published a second
book catled Cheryi's Musings,
ADay In The Life Df An Award
Winning Poet & Photographer.
Books Signing: October 1lth
from 2-4 p.m. a} the Southoate
Borders Express tocated at
13667 Eureka Road near Panera’s
Bread.

Where you can purchase her
book: www.Authorhouse.com,
Borders on Eureka Road, Amazon
oriine, and several other stores

- someone reach out and pick up

her 40s, likes to take photo-
graphs, and some of these are
included in her new hook.

Si Evehe -

WIRDOWSE-DOORS

She won a Huron Valley

Literary Award for Poetry
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TEACHERS

FROM PAGE At

suppused to do.”

“The only people who get
hurt in this mess, and thisis '
3 mess, is these kids,” he said.
“They've got to get back in
schoolL”

Parent Jennifer Finley blast—
ed the district for its handling
of the cancellation of classes
Monday morning, saying that it
was “very irresponsible.”

“It really was unnecessary, .
you should have given usa-
hieads up the night before,” she
said, “It doesn’t give me a ot of
confidénce in the decigions of
this administration.”

MEA President Iris Salters
also spoke to the board, telling
the trustees that they “seem to
have lost their way.”

“If you corse to the table,
know that the Wayne-Westiand
Education Association will
come,” she said. “Do vou think
they want to be out there? We
teach becanise we love what
they de. I ask you to get a grip,

- to stand tall and come to the
table. These teachers are ready
to-step up and do that.”

The school board allowed
one hour for public comments

efore adjourning the meet-
ing. Their decision was loudly
booed by the andience.

After the meeting, Trustee
William Gabrie! said the trust-
ees were prepared to speak but
opted to keep silent.

“We would have loved o have
made a statement, but under
the circumstances, we would
not have been heard,” he said.
“TI wanted the meeting to be
an exchange with residents. It
turned into a big rally for the
teachers.” )

Gabriel said that he hag
locked into complaints about
class sizes and so far, has found
that at the elementary level
only 19 of 200 classrooms have
maore than 30 students — nine
have 31, seven have 32 and four
are actually over 32.

*That doesn’t sound like a
crisis,” he said; adding that
teachers agreed to increase the

“overflow number from two to
four in their last contract.

Under the old agreement, -
kindergarten class sizes were
capped at 27 students plus four,

BILL BRESLER § STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

and several other awards for
her first endeavor, Woman
Reclining, and said sales of that
book are bhealthy. “It’s doing
great.”

This most recent book,
which is published through
Authorhouse, is a preguel to
her first book, in that it helps
readers to understand how to
pull a book together, Vatcher-
Martin said.

“I am excited about it
because I know I canreach a
lot of writers, from fledging to
established,” Vatcher-Martin
explained.

This is not her final book,
she added. “I have all these
books in me. My goal is {o have

my books.”

Or perhaps use this new
book write one of their own. -
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Class size Is one of the issues teachers have raised in negotiations.

STRIKE UPBATE

B Students for a third straight day siayed home as a result of a strike
by Wayne-Westiand teachers.

B The two sides were scheduled to meet for negoti iations with state
mediator Wanda Harris at 4 p.m. Wednesday and again Thursday.

B The dispute is also headed for the courtroom. On Thursday, the
Wayna-Westland school district will ask a Wayne County Circuit Court
judge to issue an injunction, foreing the district's striking teachers back
to work, and the Michigan Laber Relations Board also scheduled a spe-
cial session for Wednesday about the Wayne-Westland situation.

® The Michigan Education Association has won the first of several
unfair fahor practice charges,it filed against the district. According

to MEA general counsel Art Praybylowicz, an administrative law judge
ruled that the district failed to properiy respond o union requests for
information. The judge issued the decision in favor of the union after
the district failed to respond to an order to show cause.

The teathers' contract expired Aug. 25. Members had been working
under at month-long contract extension that expired Sept. 30. The
union refused the district's request for a second extension and instead
went on strike Monday.
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grades one-three at 28 students other districts,” he

plug four and grades four-five  added. “Livonia has 26.2 stu-

at 32 students plus four. At the  dents, Allen Park 24.9 students

high school level, the negoti- and Plymouth-Canton 25 stu-~ -

ated class size is 34 students dents.”

plus four, '
“We're in the balipark in

smascn@hemetownlife.com
class size when it comes to
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