
Breast Cancer I State ballot iSSUK 
-Day Walk i Pro/Con on Embryonic 

" v online Photo Gallery SteiTl Cell ReSeaTCh 
A hometownlife.com 

Page A7 

Halloween 
j Family Fun 

listings 
: D 5 

v 

October 2,2008 ©baeruer 
Enter online 

at tometownlife.com 
or see page D8 

75 cents WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

www.hometownlife.com 

No distractions 
With no opponent Bennett puts focus on being ready for huge turnout 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

As Canton's chief adminT 
istrator of elections, Terry 
Bennett has had to balance 
her re-election campaign with 
running an office kicked into 
overdrive because of the presi­
dential race. 

"We have had a bigger frenzy 
this year than we have had in 
a long time," said the 13-year 

TERRY BEHNETT 
Years in Canton: 35 
Age: 57 
Family: Husband, Loren, two 
adult daughters 
Year elected as clerk: 1995 

township clerk. "Even though 
they are intense and a lot of 
hard work and long hours, elec­
tions are exciting." 

Bennett, who is running 
unopposed to keep her post, 
said that while she has been 
campaigning door to door, she's 
grateful for being able to keep 
the operation of the clerk's 
office as her main focus. 

"To be able to pay attention 
to business and not be distract­
ed by a campaign is a blessing," 
said Bennett, who is a former 
secretary and current member 
of the Michigan Association of 

Municipal Clerks. "I don't take 
it for granted." 

The clerk's office registers 
new voters, provides passports, 
dog licenses and minutes of 
meetings and ordinances. 

Bennett, a teacher in 
Oakland County for 22 years, 
was elected clerk in 1995 and 
has seen the state usher in 
several ideas birthed out of the 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Please see BENNETT, A3 

Canton Clerk Terry Bennett, who is running unopposed for reelection, and 
her staff are working quickly to mail out requested absentee ballots for the 
November general election. 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Hulsing first-graders Marc Weckesser and Hannah Dickson press their paint-covered hands against the formerly dull cafeteria 
wall on Monday. 

Students get'hands-on' 
to spruce up cafeteria 

./.YTONYBRUSCATO 
'"OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

First-graders at Hulsing 
Elementary in Canton Township 
literally participated in a hands-on 
activity Monday. 

As part of art class, a total of 78 
first-graders walked to the cafete­
ria for a chance to choose either 
red or blue paint, which was then 
spread on their fingers and palms 
by teacher Craig Linderman. Each 
youngster then walked into the 
lunch line area where they placed -

their handprints on the wall. 
"I never got to paint on the 

wall," said Kirstyn Anderson, 6, of 
Canton Township, who knows not 
to try it at home. "No, because my 
mom and dad won't let me." 

Mark Baker, 6, of Canton was 
washing his hands afterward with 
the help of cafeteria staff. 

"It was colorful and fun," he said. 
Hulsing cafeteria manager Pam 

Mack said the all-white walls were 
too dull, so they decided to deco­
rate them with handprints. 

"We thought we'd start with the 

first-graders and I'll wipe them 
off after they leave fifth grade," 
said Mack, who then realized the 
water-based paint might not come 
off so easily after five years. "If not, 
we'll just have to paint over it." 

Linderman said the handprint 
painting does fill a part of the cur­
riculum. 

"We were talking about cave 
paintings and how the cave men 
used to do this," said Linderman. 
"It worked out great." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com | (734)953-2172 

College asks voters for 
smaller tax renewal 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Voters who live in the Wayne County 
Community College District will decide a 
1.25-mill property tax proposal when they 
cast ballots in the Nov. 4 election. 

The tax, if approved, 
will be for 10 years start­
ing in 2011. It would 
replace a slightly larger 
1.5-mill tax that expires 
at the end of 2010. 

The tax would cost. 
$125 a year for a hom­
eowner who has a 
$200,000 house with 
a taxable value of 
$100,000. Voters across 
the college district, 
including those in a small portion of 
Canton (people living with the Wayne-
Westland and Van Buren school districts), 
will decide the proposal. 

The tax plan comes one year after 
WCCCD voters rejected a 1.5-mill, 10-
year proposal. 

George Swan, WCCCD's vice chancellor 
for operations, said the tax amounts to 40 
percent of the budget for a 72,000-stu-
dent, five-campus district that is growing 
and earning a solid reputation due to edu­
cational and facility improvements. 

"We want to make sure we have the 
opportunity to plan for our operations," 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Do you support Wayne County 
Community College District's 
miilage proposal? Send us your 
comments by either e-mailing 
Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban® 
hometownlife.com or by posting 
a comment on our Web site at 
www.hometownlife.com. 

he said. "We want to be wise stewards of 
public dollars." 

The tax revenues also would help a 
district that Swan said has kept tuition 
affordable for its students, who are mostly 
part time. Community colleges also fill a 
void when the economy takes a downturn 

and people need to keep 
costs down while they 
beef up their education, 
he said. However, the 
tax proposal has oppo­
sition from critics like 
18th District state Rep. 
Richard LeBlanc, D-
Westland, who is against 
any measure that he said 
amounts to a miilage 
renewal years in advance. 
LeBlanc has introduced 

a bill that would prohibit any tax proposal 
from being placed before voters unless it is 
within 18 months of expiring. He actually 
favored wording for 12 months, but he said 
he tried to reach a compromise. 

Regardless, LeBlanc said his bill 
hasn't been taken up by the state House 
Committee on Intergovernmental, Urban 
and Regional Affairs, even though he 
introduced it last November. 

"I can't get a hearing on it," he said. 
Swan said he hopes WCCCD voters will 

remember that the 1.25-mill tax measure 
would simply continue where the 1.5-mill tax 
drops off. "This is not an increase," he said. 

SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE 

Tasty fare 
Lisa Powers of Canton samples the food at the Schoolcraft College Foundation's Culinary 
Extravaganza sponsors reception. Patrons sampled delicacies from the school's kitchens, local 
restaurants, caterers, pastry shops and beverage vendors. The Sunday, Sept. 28, event featured a 
wine tasting seminar, a silent auction, and self-guided tours of the kitchens. 
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Township board 
approves $25.3 
million budget 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Canton Township Board 
of Trustees has adopted the fis­
cal year budget for 2009. 

The $25.3 million budget is 
a reflection of the township's 
push toward reorganization 
and creativity, said Finance 
Director Rick Eva. 

"We are tightening our belts," 
said Eva, noting that no town­
ship services were cut out of 
the budget. 

The budget, which has been 
in the works since May, doesn't 
differ much from this year's 
$25.2 million budget. 

The major changes are 
the lowered compensa­
tions of elected officials. The 
changes, approved by the 

Board last year, go into effect 
in November. The township 
supervisor salary will go down 
from $127,073 to $115,366. The 
salary for the treasurer and 
clerk will fall from $103,730 
to $98,790 and the compensa­
tion for trustees will go from 
$12,537 to $12,000. 

In addition, Eva said the 
township has seen cost savings 
by revamping several positions 
that are vacant from retire­
ments. 

"When economic times were 
better we didn't hire tons of 
people and beef up our employ­
ees" he said. 

"We also address issues as 
they happen instead of hoping 
that things change so we are in 
a position to survive without 
cutting services." 
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AROUND CANTON 

Historic cemetery tour 

The Canton Historical Society 
and Canton Leisure Services 
will conduct a historic walk, 
Sunday, Oct. 5. David Curtis of 
the Historical Society will give 
a 45 minute talk in Cherry Hill 
Cemetery about the Civil War 
soldiers and their families buried 
there. The tour is free and open 
to the public. 

This tour will be a little dif­
ferent than the tours that were 
held May through September. 
Visitors will have two options. 
The first option is to meet at 
noon in front of the Cady/Boyer 
Barn located on the Bartlett/ 
Travis property at 500 N. Ridge 
Road. Those choosing this 
option will be led on a walking 
tour by a Leisure Service tour 
guide. The guide will give a brief 
history of buildings in Cherry 
Hill such as the Cady/Boyer 
Barn, Cherry Hill School, Cherry 
Hill Inn, Ford Factory and the 
Veteran's Dormitory. This walk­
ing tour will end at the cemetery 
where the Civil War discussion 
will take place at 12:30 p.m. If 
you choose not to stay for the 
entire talk a Leisure Services 
staffperson will be available to 
escort you back to the Bartlett/ 
Travis house if needed. 

For the second option, park at 
Cherry Hill Methodist Church, 
which is just south of the cem­
etery, and meet inside the cem­
etery at 12:30 p.m. for the Civil 
War presentation. Cherry Hill 
Cemetery is located on the east 

Jim Holcomb, vice president of Business Advocacy & associate general 
counsel for the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, presents State Rep. Phi! 
LaJoy with Chamber's "Champion of Commerce" award last week in Lansing. 
LaJoy was evaluated on a range of Michigan House roll call votes that affect 
the state's economic competitiveness. Each of the votes covered important 
issues such as education, energy, environmental quality and tax policy. The 
Chamber of Commerce is a statewide business organization representing 
more than 7,000 job providers of every type and size in all 83 counties 
in Michigan. "It is a great privilege to receive this award," LaJoy said. 
"Families make up the heart and soul of Michigan, I will continue to work 
hard on their behalf." 

side of Ridge Road, just south of 
Cherry Hill Road. 

Call for crafters 
The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Education Society hosts its 
annual juried handmade-only 
Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 18, at West 
Middle School in Plymouth. 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 
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Hand crafted items such as 
art, jewelry, dolls and clothing, 
candles and gourmet food will 
be available for purchase. 

All of the proceeds from this 
craft show are used to pro­
vide college scholarships for, 
Plymouth Canton students. 
Currently ten Plymouth-Canton 
students are supported in college 
with funds from the Craft Show. 
Organizers are expecting some 
1,500 customers for the show, 
which also features food and 
drawings. 

For more information, call 
Sandy Downs at (734) 340-
4229 or e-mail Judy Stone at 
JBSTONE 716@C0MCAST. 
NET. 

Hockey team fund-raiser 
The Canton Crush 2000 

Mite AA Travel team will host 
a fund-raiser at noon, Oct. 4 at 
St. John's Golf Course. Golfers 
are still needed. Cost is $100 per 
person and includes all scramble 
formatted events, 50/50, silent 
auction, golf trivia and a BBQ. 
chicken dinner. Please call 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 

member Renee Merckx at (734) 
658-4317 to get your foursome 
included. 

All Saints applications 
All Saints Catholic School 

(48735 Warren Road in Canton), 
which serves the western Wayne 
County area, is accepting appli­
cations for the 2008-09 School 
year. The school serves preschool 
through 8th grade, and offers a 
before and after school Latchkey 
program. 

For more information, call 
(734) 459-2490, e-mail ascs9@ 
hotmail.com, or visit the school's 
Web site at www.allsaintscs. 
com. 

October Consumer Expo 
The Canton Chamber 

of Commerce and Canton 
Downtown Development 
Authority will present the bi­
annual Consumer Expo from 5-
7:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 23, at 
the Summit on the Park. Booth 
space is still available for an 8-
by-10tableis$60. 

The 8-by-20 is $120. 
Electricity is available on 
request. Booth space is limited. 

The Expo, which is being 
sponsored by Canton Computers 
and Martha M. Snow PC, will 
feature more than 50 local busi­
nesses. 

Each vendor gives away a door 
prize, admission is free and the 
expo is open to the public. 

For more information e-
mail eventscoordinator@ 
cantonchamber.com or call the 
Chamber at (734) 453-4040. 

Book signing 
Canton poet and photogra­

pher Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin, 
M-A.. recently released her sec­
ond book, "Cheryl's Musings, A 
Day In The Life Of An Award 
Winning Poet & Photographer. 

v Her first book signing will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 4, at 
the Borders Express store in 
Westland, Michigan inside of the 
Westland Mall from 1:00pm-
3:00pm. 

The second Borders Express 
to host her book signing will 
be Oct. 11 from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Southgaf e Borders Express 
located at 13667 Eureka Road 
near Panera's Bread. 
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YOU. 
OAKWOOD DOCTORS DELIVER PERSONALIZED 

CARE AT EVERY STAGE OF Y O U R LIFE. 

Oakwood primary care doctors take the time to listen to you like members of your own family. To fit 

your busy lifestyle, our health care centers and hospitals are conveniently located close to your 

home. We deliver exceptional family medicine, internal medicine, obstetrical care and pediatric care 

with compassionate doctors in a comfortable setting. We work closely with Oakwood-affiliated 

specialists to ensure that all of your health care needs are met. Visit oakwood.org for more information. 

At Oakwood, we specialize in caring for you. 

Oakwood* 
We specialize. In you? 

OHC-Belleville 734.697.9085 OHC-Dearborn Mercury Dr.... 313.982.4351 Oakwood Dearborn Pediatrics 313.593.7240 

OHC-Brownstown 734.362.9011 OHC-Lincoln Park , 313.294.1515 Oakwood Dearborn OB-GYN Assoc... 313.593.5810 

OHC-Canton .734.454.8001 OHC-Newport 734.586.9120 Oakwood Dearborn Women's Health. 313.982.5430 

OHC-Garden City... 734.762.3600 OHC-Southgate 734.246.8100 

OHC-Dearborn Hubbard Dr. ...313.271.3801 OHC-Westland ..........734.727.1000 

http://www.hometownlife.com
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http://cantonchamber.com
http://oakwood.org
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All hail the king and 
queen 
John Glenn Homecoming king Josh Reed 
and queen Chanel Payne were honored last 
week at a pep assembly. But the enthusiasm 
for Homecoming was dampened when 
their beioved Rockets lost the gr idiron 
confrontat ion to Livonia Franklin in a 20-19 
squeaker. Students put on their best red, 
whi te and blue for the assembly that fea tu red , 
the varsity cheerleaders smooching a pig as 
a way of saying thank you fo r the students ' 
and staf f 's support of thei r recent fund­
raiser and the teachers losing to the seniors 
in the annual tug-o-war. For more photos of 
the celebration, visit our Web site at www. 
hometownlife.com. 

W-W teachers say no to 
extension as talks go nowhere 

BENNETT 
FROM PAGE A1 

township, including having the 
affidavit of photo identifica­
tion printed on the back of the 
voter applications and having 
carbonate pages within the 
official poll books. Canton is 
also one of a handful of com­
munities that post election 
results online as they roll in. 

"I just want to earn the 
respect of the people who put 
me in office," said Bennett, 
who praises her eight-person 
staff for the creativity they 
bring to the department. 
"Without a great staff you 
don't accomplish anything." 

To gear up for the 90-per­
cent voter turn out expected in 
November, Bennett has gone 
beyond the state's requirement 
of having one voting booth for 
every 300 registered voters 
and said Canton will have one 

booth for every 100 voters. 
She has also created floor 

plans designed to accom­
modate the increased traffic 
for each of the township's 39 
precincts. 

"Are we perfect? No," 
Bennett says while looking 
over a map of the township. 
"But do we strive to be the best 
we can professionally? Yes." 

With stacks of absentee 
ballot applications flooding 
the office, Bennett said she 
expects the first run of bal­
lots from the county to go out 
Friday. For election purposes, 
Canton is divided into five 
areas based on various factors 
including school district, com­
munity college district and 
state House district boundar­
ies. 

Bennett, who says the clerk's 
office has moved "nonstop 
since the primary," said she 
has tried to be an advocate 
for the community and her 
profession. In her campaign­

ing, Bennett says residents 
sometimes invite her into their 
homes to talk about the issue 
of the day. 

"People love the Canton 
community," she said. "They 
do have questions and con­
cerns, but they love (the town­
ship and) I hope 13 years of 
good service speaks for itself 
and my sense is that it does. I 
love my job." 

tlparksilrtometowrilife.com 
(734)953-2170 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Wayne-Westland school 
board has taken an unprec­
edented step of publishing on the 
school district Web site a con­
tract offer presented to Wayne-
Westland Education Association 
negotiators this week after the 
union turned down a request for 
a second 30-day extension. 

"Based on yesterday's negotia­
tions, which were very disheart­
ening, the board of education 
had no other alternative than to 
release to the public and teachers 
what has been discussed the past 
several weeks," Superintendent 
Greg Baracy said. "It was obvi­
ous to the board and the board's 
negotiating team that the union 
leaders are not interested in 
negotiating in a fair and equitable 
manner to resolve the issue of 
health care." 

The teachers' contract expired 
Aug. 25, and was extended 30 
days following a flurry of negotia­
tions Labor Day weekend. The 
extension expired Tuesday. 

Teachers are continuing to 
work without a contract and 
negotiations are scheduled 
for today (Oct. 2) and Friday. 
According to Baracy, while the 

district is trying to schedule 
meetings for next week, the 
union has not committed to more 
talks. 

"The board of education wants 
a contract for the kids, for the 
community and for the teachers, 
they have opened up the check­
book, but they can't open it any 
further," Baracy said. 

Union leaders have expressed 
frustration with the course of 
the talks. Evelyn Baran, MEA 
UniServ director for the W-WEA 
unit, said the district has not bar­
gained in good faith. She main­
tains that the district proposals 
"are illegal" in that they prevent 
the union from negotiating an 
insurance carrier and coverage 
and that a wage formula offered 
in the third and fourth years of 
the proposal would eliminate the 
union's right to negotiate wages. 

The two sides have been at 
odds over class sizes, wages 
and health care, but Baran said 
health care is "the biggest stum­
bling block at present." 

"The proposals are regressive," 
she said. "It's very frustrating. It's 

very hard to understand why we 
can't have the health insurance 
we want when it's less expensive 
than what the district is offering.". 

The union has filed two unfair 
labor practices against the dis­
trict for what it calls "multiple 
refusals" to provide information 
critical to negotiations, as well 
as a lawsuit charging that the 
school board violated the Open 
Meetings Act by failing to move 
its meeting to a larger venue to 
accommodate people interested 
in attending. 

Baran said she isn't surprised 
by the posting on the district's 
Web site, adding that contrary to 
statements that they would not 
negotiate in public, the district 
has been doing just that. The lat­
est contract update has angered 
union members, and a meeting 
had been scheduled with the 
membership on Wednesday. She 
added that the union is apprecia­
tive of the community support. 

"Parents have been absolutely 
terrific," she said. 

smason@hometownlife.com I (734)953-2113 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Office Of The Wayne County Treasurer 

Public Auction of Tax 
Foreclosed Property 

October 20,21, *22, and *23, 2008 
International Center Building 

400 Monroe, 8th Floor 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 

*If necessary 

Call (313) 224-5990 
RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ 

Wayne County Treasurer 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday / 8 A.M.- 4:30 P.M. 

A Rat Pack Evening!! 
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Buffalo Bills' 
Winery 

America's Original 
Pumpkin Ale 

s8.99, 

Hob Nub ^ 
Wines / 

VinDePay.sD'oc 
s10.99 

"Joe's Fall Specials" 
Michigan Locally Grown 

Gala, Empire, Mcintosh, 
Red or Golden 

Delicious Apples 

99* lb. 

Hy's 
Michigan 

Apple Cider-r2.99 

AL 
Michigan 

Green 
Cabbage 

lb. 

Boarshead 
Honey Smoked Turkey 

or Sweet Sliced H a m 
$6.99.b 

Yellow & WMte Cheese $4.99 lb. 

t*^ Joe's Specials l^ 
Sahlens 

Oven Turkey 

*6.99.b 
Sahlens 

Smoke House Ham 

7.99 

Dietz & Watson 
Corned Beef or 
London Broil 

Roast Beef 
$ 8 . 9 9 i b 

Mi 

p\ease come to our next 

A BEAD SUOW& s z ^ 

B ^ <® <®5> O R & 4B ®» ^ B 
Sunday, October 5th • 10 am to 5 pm 

at the Southfield Mun i c i pa l C o m p l e x 
26000 Evergreen Road, Southfield 

$4 admission • no strollers, please • free parking 
over 70 m e r c h a n t s 

w i t h beads f r o m across t h e g lobe ! 

Presented by the Great Lakes Beadworkers Guild 
P.O. Box 1639 • Royal Oak, Ml 48068 • 586 997-7043 
www.greatlakesbeadworkersguild.org 

Returning 
Joe's Homemade 

Pumpkin 
Bars & Pumpkin 
Streusel Bread 

Joe's 
"Spiced Donuts"* 
»3.99 half dozen. 

Save $1.00 

Joe's 
Jumbo 

Football Cookie 
$6.99 each 

Tomato 
Penne 
Pasta 

$ 4 .99 lb. 

Chicken 
Parmesan 
$ 5.99 lb. 

Joe's 
Crab 
Cakes 

$4.99 each 

Joe's Gourmet 
Carmel Apples 

Plain or Peanut 

$1.99 each 
Dipped Daily! 

Stop by Joe's for all 
your Fall Decorating 

Needs! Jack-O-
Lantems, Gourds, 

Straw Bales & 
Cornstalks 

Fall 
Mum 

Plants 
$ 5 . 9 9 &uP 

^m: 
Billy Bee 

Honey Bears 
Musette 

French Lemonades' 
Stacy's 

Pita Chips 
2/*3.00 WGM 12/$5.oo 
Joe's Gourmet Catering & Events HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING EXPERTS 

Whether you're planning an elaborate gala, family gathering at yourhome orthe office holiday party... 
i j:™» we can make it extraordinary!!! Enjoy yourself & simplify your holiday season with 
iW$M J°e's Gourmet Catering! Call our Event Planner for more information @248-477-4333 Ext.226 

J o e ' s Produce 
'33151 W. Seven Mile • Livonia, Ml 48152 www.joesproduce.com (248) 477-4333 

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 9-8 • Sun 9-6 • Prices good through Oct. 8, 2008 
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Tops at Trenton 
Marchers best Novi to capture invitational 

BY DIANE HANSON 

CORRESPONDENT 

Saturday was a great day 
for gridiron action as 13 
high school marching bands 
competed at the Trenton 
Invitational. 

The 170-member Plymouth-
Canton Educational Park 
Marching Band captured the 
Flight I championship trophy 
along with one of the caption 
awards for Best Music and the 
highest score, 71.5, of all com­
peting bands. 

Flight I second place and 
a caption for Best General 
Effect went to Novi with a 
score of 70.9 and Milford took 

third and a caption for Best 
Marching with a score of 68.8. 

But high scores and trophies 
were not solely what Martin 
Montoya, director of bands at 
P-CEP, was anticipating from 
his band's performance of their 
show, "Kaleidoscope." 

"It was a solid performance 
out there and I make sure they 
know that," he said. "At the 
same time, one of the things we 
always stress is that if it's not 
the best they can do, it's not a 
complete success." 

Immediately after their exit 
from the field, he urged his 
performers not to settle for just 
"good enough." 

"We don't want to do only 

SAV£ THIS CiWmW 

as well as we did last week 
or even perform as well as 
we did yesterday," Montoya 
explained. "We are always com­
peting against ourselves and 
we always want to be sure we 
are taking it to the next level 
- never settling." 

Canton senior clarinet­
ist Ryan Zaluzec, recognized 
the less-than-personal-best 
performance of his band, but 
also knows how they will get 
beyond it. 

"I just think we didn't per­
form at the highest level we 
could have performed at," he 
said. "It was good, it just wasn't 
at that next level What we need 
to do is just forget about the 

mistakes. They're in the past, 
we can't change them and we 
need to look forward toward 
the future. Only then can we 
rise up above our previous per­
formances." 

Caroline Williams, a 
Plymouth junior and one of 
the three drum majors, was 
pleased her band was perform­
ing later in the evening just 
as the first hints of dusk were 
beginning to cross the sky. 

'It's a lot more exciting per­
forming later into the night," 
she said. "Our motto is to play 
for the moon and stars. It's 
what Plymouth does. Every 
week we strive to reach for the 
moon and stars. It started in 
1990 and 18 years later, we're 
still carrying it on." 

Salem senior tuba player 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers.... 

Gaae-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 

Visit our website for details Rumba 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 481701 

www.happyhoundsclayc8re.com 

Funeral Packages 

$3499 
Includes Visitation, Funeral, rp- r • rt ri -r 

Simple tasket and MUCH MORE! ^JtetefrJ&'fpisoR family 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 

KNOW THE SCORE 
check out the numbers in 

'; • '^faezxdMditie etncfQremafian Oerw/cas 

NO Hidden Fees 
Call for Details .SPOR oday'sul Ultiusection 

comfortable facility with 3 lounges...2 for the Kids with Xbox gaming and computer internet access 
Live, world-wide webcasting and a "Celebration of Ufa" video included with every funeral service 

PHOTO BY DIANE HANSON 

Meg Meddaugh, a member of the Plymouth-Canton Marching Band's color 
guard, deftly maneuvers a weighted rifte prop at the Trenton Invitational 
Saturday. 

Laura Kirby is looking forward 
to the new additions coming to 
their still incomplete show. 

"I'm really excited to see 
where we're going from here," 
she said. 

So is Montoya, who said 
there will be many additions 

to come over the next two 
weeks, resulting in a fairly 
complete show in time for the 
Bands of America Regional 
Championships 
at Eastern Michigan 
University's Rynearson 
Stadium Oct. 11. . 

Design • Sales • Installation 

Additions • Basements 
Kitchens • Bathrooms 

Wet Bars * Offices 
Laundry • Garages 
Roofing • Siding 

Concrete • Insurance 
& More! 

Visit us on 
the web 

Visit us on the web : www.r isko ferguson.com 

,^J. 

Call lor your 
appointment 

jlmseghirenovations.com 440 N. Lafayette, South Lyon 

GREENSIDE TAVERN 
Your New Favorite Dining Spot! 

GREAT VIEWS ' 
Overlooking Hickory Creek * ' * 
Golf Course. Outdoor patio. 
Open for Lunch and Dinner! 

Replace Your Old Windows. 
: l l l l l f l a i l another year? 
Northville Lumber Door & Window Replacement 

'£ 

•M 

v * •^vVsw* 
!? '** 

i-1 

b E * - * 

GREAT FOOD 
Come find out why we're known 
for our Friday Night Fish Fry! 

GREAT VALUES 
Join us after work for our NEW 
Happy Hour, Mon.-Fri. 4-7pm 

•1/2 OFF APPETIZERS 
• $2.00 DOMESTIC BEER 

SPECIALS 

B>\ 

GfT* 

& .V ' ' 

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY HERE! 
• Spacious banquet facilities for up to 150 people 
• Many menu options to please everyone 
• Warm, friendly staff • Gorgeous views 

Call today for pricing and 
to reserve space for YOUR party! 

GREENSIDE TAVERN 
Located within Hickory Creek Golf Course 

On Ford Road, 2 miles W. of Beck (at Napier) 

734-454-1850 

Andersen! 

W I N & O W S * D O O R S , 

• Professional installation by our own employees 
• Visit our newly remodeled showroom with the 

latest Andersen & Therma-Tru products 
• We service all Andersen products 
• Let us help with 6 months same as cash financing* 

'Financing terms and conditions set bf American General Financing 

"£ w « ~ , ff 
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Patience is the key to weathering current financial crisis 
As you listen to the discus­

sion, commentary and 
the babble surrounding 

the current crisis in the finan­
cial markets, it is difficult to 

know who to 

^ ^ B ^ P BL has their own 

Money Matters The real­
ity is it will 

Rick Bloom take years to 
•w»*«*™^»*™*—™ determine 

what really 
happened and whether the 
measures taken were proper. 
Like most issues, we will have 
more than one viewpoint of 

the situation. The issue, how­
ever, is not what commenta­
tors and pundits may say, but 
rather what you and I should 
be doing. 

It is important to remember 
that a crisis should not be the 
only time to review a portfolio. 
You can't put your portfolio 
in automatic pilot and forget 
about it. We live in a dynamic 

" world and we must change 
with the times. Portfolios are 
something that, like a yard, 
requires regular maintenance. 

STAY CALM 
For investors who have 

maintained diversified portfo­
lios and who have established 
a portfolio based upon an 
assefallocation strategy, my 
advice is do nothing. Most 

asset allocation strategies do 
take into consideration that 
down markets occur and they 
can be painful. However, the 
strategy of staying diversified 
and spreading risk into differ­
ent asset classes protects an 
investor in difficult markets. 

For the investor who does 
not have an overall strat­
egy and whose portfolio is 
a hodge-podge as opposed 
to a coordinated game plan, 
take advantage of the present 
market conditions to restruc­
ture. Your portfolio needs to 
he based upon a strategy that 
matches your goal. Randomly 
picking mutual funds or stocks 
is a bad way to handle a port­
folio. 

Then there's the investor 
whose view is, "I'm tired of 

the losses. I'm just going to 
liquidate all my investments 
and put the money in cash." 
This strategy offers short-
term comfort but inevitably 
will cause long-term pain. 
Investing in items such as 
CDs, money markets and gov­
ernment bonds are important 
investments for a portfolio. 
However, just like 100 percent 
of your money should not be 
in stocks, 100 percent of your 
money should not be in fixed 
income investments. 

The reason people liquidate 
their portfolios to move into 
cash, is they think the portfo­
lio will be risk-free. It would 
be nice if some of these invest­
ments were risk-free, but they 
are not. Risk is more than your 
money going up and down in 

value, it is also not keeping 
up with the increased cost of 
living and taxes. Those selling 
out of the market today may 
get some short-term satisfac­
tion, however, they are assum­
ing a substantial risk that their 
money will not keep pace with 
the increased cost of living. 

NO ONE ANSWER 
There is no one answer how 

investors should handle the 
present crisis. The key to han­
dling any type of financial cri­
sis is to look at your individual 
situation and use that as your 
guide. 

There is, however, one 
thing that applies to every­
one, patience. When people 
rush, they generally make the 
wrong financial decision. We 

all need to take a step back 
and let some of the dust settle. 
Sometimes the best course of 
action is to do nothing. 

Although every crisis has its 
own personality, a common 
thread is fear. Investors who 
let fear dominate their invest­
ment decisions ultimately fail 
to achieve the returns they 
desire. If you must make a 
move during these volatile 
times, be careful and thought­
ful and make sure you don't let 
your short-term comfort cost 
you long-term security. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowniife.com. For more • 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bioomassetmanagement.com. 

i 
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OUR VIEWS 

Plakas is best 
choice for 
district court 

When voters go to the polls on Nov. 4 and vote 
to replace retiring 35th District Court Judge John 
MacDonald, they'll have to choose between two 
strong candidates. 

Jim Plakas and Joe Barone were the top two vote-
getters during the August p r imary election, and 
now face each other for the six-year term, which 
pays $139,272. Voters can select only one candidate. 
We believe that candidate should be Jim Plakas . 

Plakas seems to have been training for this par­
t icular job most of his career. He's been a pros­
ecutor, a city attorney and a defense attorney. He's 
handled all manner of cases in a variety of court­
rooms. 

He comes from an experienced legal background, 
has a sound judic ia l t e m p e r a m e n t and has the 
backing of many judges. His list of endorsements 
includes MacDonald, who has served with distinc­
tion; Judge Robert Brzezinski of Livonia's 16th 
Dis t r ic t Court ; and Judge C Char les Bokos of 
Westland's 18th District Court, three of the most 
respected district court jurists in the area. 

We admit to a little concern about his political 
backing because, after a contentious campaign two 
years ago, the 35th District Court could use a little 
less politics. Plakas will also need to swallow any 
animosity remaining from his loss to Chief Judge 
Ron Lowe in that election, and function as pa r t 
of the team led by Lowe. But Plakas is a young, 
hard-charging, community-minded attorney with a. 
young family, and we believe he will turn out to be 
a good judge. 

Joe Barone, who has tried more cases in the 35th 
of the two, is heavily involved in the community. He 
also has the backing of 35th District Court Judge 
Mike Gerou, as well as all four former candidates 
who ran and lost in the August pr imary election 
(Martha Snow, Cam Miller, J im Malinowski and 
Art Butler). He has built a thriving law practice in 
downtown Plymouth, and shares many of the attr i­
butes that make Plakas an attractive candidate. 

However, we believe Plakas ' b read th of experi­
ence and'his passion for the job make him the bet­
ter choice of the two. We recommend Jim Plakas for 
35th District Court judge. 

New energy package 
is a good first step 

Two weeks ago, the Michigan Legislature passed a 
compromise energy package that won the support of 
Michigan environmental groups and the state's two 
largest energy companies, Consumers Energy and DTE 
Energy. 

It is not perfect legislation and has raised objections. 
Energy brokers are concerned about returning the big 
energy companies to a regulated monopoly, with 90 
percent of the state's energy consumers. They argue that 
energy choice hasn't been given a fair trial. Others com­
plain that the energy companies can make rate changes 
without prior approval of the Michigan Public Service 
Commission. Some argue that Michigan should be mov­
ing more aggressively on alternative energy. 

And no one is happy that residential energy bills will 
be going up. The new legislation shifts some of the bur­
den from industrial and commercial enterprises to resi­
dential customers, who have been subsidized by business 
customers. 

But rates would have gone up anyway. The legislation 
moves Michigan into a better competitive position with 
other states and finally makes an effort to set a renew­
able portfolio standard (RPS) and create an energy-effi­
ciency program. 

Consumers and DTE wanted customer stabil­
ity so they could seek loans to build new power plants 
to replace dated, inefficient plants, coal and nuclear. 
Environmentalists wanted the RPS and efficiency pro­
grams to make the state less dependent on coal-fueled 
electrical power plants. 

Under this legislation, they all get something. 
The energy companies must supply 10 percent of the 

energy they generate from renewable sources (solar, 
wind, biomass, etc.) by 2015. Energy efficiency pro­
grams require a 1-percent annual reduction in electric­
ity demand by 2012. These steps could ultimately lower 
energy costs in addition to creating cleaner and more 
efficient energy. 
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Think twice about McCain 
As president of a small company in 

Livonia, I'm facing the same pressures 
that challenge so many businesses in 
Michigan. While government can't 
resolve all of the issues we face, it can, 
for better or worse, affect the climate in 
which we compete. Accordingly, I have 
a strong stake in whom we elect as our 
next president. We're faced with two can­
didates who both show good character, 
and are easily smarter that the current 
occupant of the White House. A major 
difference between them is experience, 
and it's on this that I'm going to base my 
choice. McCain has much more experi­
ence, and much of it scares me. 

McCain was part of the deregula­
tion mob that did away with the Glass-
Steagall Act in 1999, directly leading 
to the financial instability and credit 
crunch our citizens and businesses now 
facing. 

He was part of the coalition of con­
gressmen that repeatedly squashed 
any attempt at meaningful health care 
reform, instead backing a give-away to 
the pharmaceutical industry that was 
thinly disguised as "consumer choice." 
These choices left out country's busi­
nesses at a competitive disadvantage, 
while leaving many of our citizens with­
out health care. 

John McCain was a vocal and consis­
tent supporter of the choice to invade 
Iraq. This unwarranted war has flushed 
billions of our tax dollars down the toi­
let, led to the death of thousands of our 
citizens and hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis, and contributed to the deteriora­
tion of our standing an influence on the 
national stage. 

He has repeatedly supported tax 
breaks for the wealthy in general, and 
big oil in particular, further contributing 
to a debt that our offspring will be bur­
dened with for generations. In addition 
to being a morally indefensible abuse of 
our descendants, this government need 
for loans addsto the credit woes so pain­
fully obvious at the current time. 

In short, rather than being an asset 
in his drive for the presidency, I think 
McCain's experience indicates that he is 
clearly a bad choice. 

In my hiring decisions, I've often had a 
choice between an experienced job can­
didate and a fresh face that shows great 
promise. When the experience shows a 
good track record, that often wins out. In 
this case, I have to go with the fresh face, 
and I hope that you will join me in voting 
for Barack Obama in November. 

Robert K. Kelson 
Canton 

Let it go 
For a number of years, the Canton 

community was wrapped around a con­
cept called "Character Counts." Its pur­
pose was to prompt folks to remember 
that how you do things is as important as 
why you do them. It would appear that 
many of those same folks who advocated 
having character in one's life have forgot­
ten that concept. 

The loser of the primary election 
— and her friends — have carried on 
in ways that definitely do not fit the 

LETTERS 
"Character Counts" concept. The can­
didate lost by a 21 percent margin, not 
21 votes, Instead of trying to instigate 
a witch hunt, they should try giving a 
good example to the Canton community 
by being gracious losers. Nothing is ever 
gained by divisive tactics and hurtful 
innuendos. That was made abundantly 

' clear by the results of the primary elec­
tion. 

Let it go — have a little class — and 
remember character counts. 

Nancy Spencer 
Canton 

Band was awesome 
Without question I think everyone 

would agree that the High School Band 
was awesome at the recent Canton-
Plymouth football game on Friday, Sept. 
12. 

As residents of Plymouth we have only 
seen the band perform at the parades in 
Plymouth. I have often wondered why 
the band did not play at home football 
games. The band did a great job, the 
music was good and their routine was 
excellent, and they made a very impress 
sive sight on the home field. 

It was an exciting game between 
Canton and Plymouth and having the 
sounds of the band certainly encouraged 
louder school spirit. 

Go Chiefs! We are hoping for a win­
ning season! 

Butch and Maureen Brown 
grandparents of Chiefs' No. 58 

Plymouth 

Effective change 
Every day "we, the people" are inun­

dated with irrelevant election and mud-
slinging nonsense. Ads that keep touting 
how our country needs "change" are 
nothing more than pure lip service. 

Reactionary fixes to festering prob­
lems have had cataclysmic results. The 
financial news of this past week has 
proven this out and will continue to do 
so. 

There is one (former) candidate who 
has-been warning us and Congress for 
years about what has recently occurred 
in the financial markets. He was ridi­
culed throughout the 2007 debates. He 
has suggested real market solutions to 
remedy our "critical condition" economy, 
incomprehensible deficits, the unconsti­
tutionality of direct taxes on our wages, 
the unconstitutional control of our mon­
etary system by a private foreign corpo­
ration (which is not federal nor has any 
reserves), the real cause of price inflation 
(another tax) and, of course, our ineffec­
tive foreign policy which has diminished 
our once-strong national defense into an 
aggressive international offense. 

Although he suspended his campaign 
in June, this great American began 
a new, perpetual campaign entitled 
"Campaign for. Liberty." Enter Ron Paul. 
Some media label him as a radical. This 
is interesting because our founding 
fathers were also considered radicals 
in their day. Defined, "radical" can also 
mean to get to the "root" of something 
... like all of the above issues currently 
plaguing our great country. 

As usual, most voters just go along to 

get along and will end up settling for the 
lesser of the two media-endorsed candi­
dates. This is truly a wasted vote. Think • 
about it carefully. Turn off American Idol 
and study who is really going to effect 
change to restore our republic. 

For me, I will vote my conscience as.I 
cannot vote for someone I don't respect., 
Wake up, America... and hurry, please. 

Bruce Hartdegen 
Plymouth 

Lower the drinking age 
I just finished reading the "Our Views" 

article in the paper. I felt the need to 
voice my opinion on the subject. 

I am in total agreement with all the 
people who have joined the initiative to 
lower the drinking age to 18. We have 
such a double standard in this country. 
that's so ridiculous, it is almost funny. 
You feel that people at the age of 18 are 
not responsible enough to drink. These 
are the same people that are serving in 
our armed forces and dying every day so 
that you can voice that opinion. 

These are the same young people that 
pay the same amount of taxes as you. 
They are held to the same laws as you. -
They are married and have the same 
responsibilities as you. They have to sup­
port their families like you, but you don't 
think that they are responsible enough to 
drink. 

Am I the only one that sees something 
wrong with this? 

Don't you think that if they're not 
responsible enough to drink then they 
should not have to pay taxes, fight our 
wars and be held accountable for all 
the other things that they are until they 
reach the age of 21? If they cannot have 
a beer until they are 21, then the rest 
should not apply until they are 21. 

I also see where they want to restrict-
driving until the age of 17- So I can't drive 
until I am 17, but the minute I turn 181 
can ship out and maybe die for my coun­
try. How sad. 

I am 63 years old and when I shipped 
out to Vietnam from California I was 
20 years old. I had to stop a guy on the 
street to go in and buy me a six-pack. 
Four days later, I was in Vietnam. Do you 
not see something wrong with this? 

Roger Caldwell 
Westland 
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QUOTABLE 

"We're expecting a 90 percent turnout, no matter what we do there are going to be lines. We've tried to think about 
how we can best move the lines." 
- Canton Clerk Terry Bennet t , who has added vot ing machines to the various voting locations in ant ic ipat ion of a 
huge turnout on the Nov. 4 elect ion . ' 
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Stem cell Proposal 2 would 
advance medicine, grow economy 

Embryonic stem cell research has the power 
to bring hope to the sick in Michigan 
where there has been none, and healing to 

people in horrible suffering. 
It holds the promise of new treatments 

and cures for a long list of devastating dis­
eases: cancer, heart disease, diabetes, stroke, 
Alzheimer's, ALS, Parkinson's disease, spinal-
cord injuries, to name just a few. 

It offers physicians a gateway 
into a new understanding of 
basic human biology and a fan­
tastic array of new techniques 
to bring better health care to 
their patients. 

And it can provide a 
major economic stimulus to 
Michigan's lagging economy. A 
conservative estimate says that 
it would add 8,000 new jobs 

and $490 million to payrolls throughout the 
state. 

Yet Michigan physicians who want to use 
this powerful new tool face serious jail time 
— simply for wanting to help their patients. 

That's what Proposal 2 on the Nov. 4 
Michigan ballot wants to change. It will finally 
unshackle our best doctors and our best scien­
tists to pursue the most promising opportuni­
ties for advancing the cause of medicine. 

Proposal 2 would allow Michigan physicians 
and scientists the freedom to pursue cures 
through embryonic stem cell research, just like 
doctors in 45 other states. 

Who could possibly be against bringing new 
hope and healing into the world? 

The answer is simple: People who want to 
impose their own narrow values on others, 
who have decided their lack of compassion and 
understanding should stand in the way of suf­
fering patients finding comfort and care. 

We have already seen that the opponents of 
Proposal 2 will not let the truth stand in their 
way. It's science against cynicism. They have 
lots of money; they have created a small cot­
tage industry of deception •— a dissembling 
line. And they will use it shamelessly to distort 
the truth and buy votes. 

Let's start with their lies: 
Taxes: Proposal 2 does not ask for one 

penny of tax dollars. In fact, by providing eco­
nomic stimulus, it will save each one of us in 
Michigan money. 
, Cloning: Proposal 2 specifically outlaws it. 

Unregulated science: Embryonic stem cell 
research is already strictly regulated at the 
federal level. Proposal 2 adds another layer of 
ethical safeguards. Embryos can only come 
from fertility clinics, when they can no longer 
be used for reproduction and when the donors 
offer their consent. 

Embryos for sale: Proposal 2 specifically 
prohibits it. Researchers can only use frozen 

embryos languishing in fertility clinics that 
would be otherwise discarded. By law, there 
can be no payment. 

Forget the hype: the science of embryonic 
stems cells is very simple. Fertility clinics 
create embryos in test tubes, far more than 
can ever be implanted in female donors. 
Remaining, unneeded embryos are frozen for 
storage. Eventually they are tossed out. 

Embryos are tiny things, the size of the 
period at the end of this sentence. They con­
tain 150 or so cells, including the embryonic 
stem cells. They could not survive on their 
own. But their stem cells have immense power 
and immense potential to save lives, because of 
their innate ability to produce every other type 
of cell in the human body. 

Think of the opportunities that affords med­
ical scientists. They can take embryonic stem 
cells and use them to grow endless amounts of 
tissue in a test tube, which can be put to work 
repairing or replacing damaged and dead cells 
in their patients. For instance, medical sci­
entists could grow spinal tissue that can help 
the injured walk again. Or they could grow 
pancreatic cells as a source of insulin so that 
a child with Type 1 diabetes no longer has to 
endure injections every day. 

Physicians can also model diseases — that 
is, they can develop cells that have a certain 
disease, such as cancer or diabetes — and then 
test countless possible medications to identify 
ones that are effective treatments or cures, in 
far shorter time than the methods they have 
now. That speeds up the time for getting life-
saving treatments to desperately ill people. 

So the question comes down to this: Whom 
do you believe? Doctors and scientists who are 
desperately trying to save lives and who pray 
every night to have the power to create cures 
for their patients? Or people who care more 
for their own narrow beliefs than the very real 
pain of sick or injured people? 

Do we want cures or scares? 
No wonder embryonic stem cell research has 

wide support across this nation. Recent sur­
veys show that 68 percent of Americans sup­
port it. Embryonic stem cell research has the 
backing of the American Medical Association 
and the National Health Council. And it has 
the bipartisan blessing of both presidential 
candidates, Sens. John McCain, and Barack 
Obama. 

But now, more than ever, it needs your sup­
port, too. 

As you enter the voting booth Nov. 4, please 
vote YES on Proposal 2. It's a vote for hope and 
healing and cures. 

Dr. John "Joe" Schwarz is a medical doctor and a for­
mer Republican U.S, congressman and Michigan legisla­
tor. He is associated with CureMichigan which is promot­
ing the baliot proposal. 

Proposal 2 would allow 
unregulated experimentation 

Pat McDonald 

s a person living with metastatic cancer, 
I would love as much as anyone to find 
cures and new treatments for diseases 

and illnesses. However, Proposal 2 will not 
provide the answers promised by backers. 

Instead, Proposal 2 goes too far because it 
is deceptive and is being presented with emo­
tional and dishonest appeals. 

In November, Michigan 
voters will be voting on 
Proposal 2, but its language 
has nothing to do with find­
ing cures or with stem cell 
research. I'm opposed to 
Proposal 2 because it removes 
state and local oversight 
of experimentation involv­
ing live human embryos or 
embryonic stem cells. 

I urge voters to read the fine print of 
Proposal 2, and not merely rely on the pack­
aged description of the amendment offered 
by its proponents. 

This proposed constitutional amendment 
provides that no state or local law may pre­
vent, restrict, obstruct, discourage or provide 
disincentives to any embryonic stem cell 
research. In other words, no laws would apply 
to embryonic stem cell research. 

I would like to clarify a few misconcep­
tions on Proposal 2. First, embryonic stem 
cell research is not illegal in Michigan. Forty 
scientists are currently conducting human 
embryonic research at the University of 
Michigan alone. 

Second, this constitutional amendment 
does not ban human cloning. 

And third, those of us who are opposed to 
this proposal are not opposed to all science 
related to stem cell research. 

Human embryonic stem cell research is 
already legal in Michigan. Research has 
been conducted on human embryonic stem 
cells for years, primarily at the University of 
Michigan Center for Human Embryo Stem 
Cell Research, one of the largest research 
centers in the country. Proposal 2 would 
allow unregulated and unrestricted research, 
not only on stem cells, but also on human 
embryos. 

Proposal 2 does not place a human clon­
ing ban into the Michigan Constitution. It 
does state that nothing shall be interpreted 
to "alter" the statute that is currently on the ' 
books that bans human cloning. However, if 
Michigan law changes to allow human clon­
ing, the proposed amendment would then 
allow cloning, and there are two bills that 
would allow human cloning pending in the 
Michigan Legislature right now. 

The proposed amendment is very deceptive 
and gives the impression that it addresses 
human cloning without doing so in any way. 

There is nothing in the proposal that protects 
Michigan's existing statutory ban on human 
cloning. 

Supporters of Proposal 2 told the Detroit 
Free Press that the ban on human-cloning 
could be revisited once the general public ' 
becomes more familiar with the science. 
Quite obviously, their intent is to pursue elim­
inating Michigan's ban on human cloning. 

Finally, MI-CAUSE supports science, but 
with reasonable restrictions and regulations. 

Inserting language in the state Constitution 
that allows for unrestricted and unregulated 
scientific experimentation is bad policy and 
creates a horrible slippery slope that is next to 
impossible to reverse or control. 

If Proposal 2 is passed, state law would 
not be able to regulate matters of commerce, 
patient safety, record keeping, donor and 
recipient privacy and other unforeseen issues. 
If a business were involved in stem cell exper­
imentation that utilized hazardous viruses or 
animal DNA, the state would be prevented 
from overseeing it. 

Certainly, any industry that does business 
in our state should be subject to laws and 
requirements that state and local govern­
ments and the people of our state feel are -
necessary. Industry centered around human 
embryonic research should be treated no dif­
ferently. 

In fact, the nature of the industry demands 
that the most stringent and exacting laws and 
regulations be in place as they are in other 
states. 

Regardless of how pure the motives of its 
practitioners, regulations and restrictions 
do have a place in science and research, 
Unfortunately, Proposal 2 fails to include 
regulations and restrictions to prohibit 
human embryo experimentation. 

Science involving adult stem cells and 
induced pluripotent stem cells continues to 
make great strides and can produce discover­
ies that make our lives healthier and more 
productive. Personally, new discoveries that 
may help anyone who has cancer or another 
disease or illness would be wonderful, M t 
I do not believe Proposal 2 is the avenue we 
should take to find new treatments and cures. 

Likewise, the people of Michigan should 
not be fooled by claims that unregulated and 
unrestricted experimentation can bring us 
closer to cures. We're too smart to believe this 
is possible or that this is how science should 
be used. 

This is not the cure Michigan needs. 
Proposal 2 goes too far. Vote NO on Proposal 
2. 

Patricia McDonald is co-chair of Michigan Citizens 
Against Unrestricted Science and Experimentation (Ml-
CAUSE). 
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