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Percussionist Eric Desjariais on tympani focuses on directions from the 
drum majors during the Plymouth-Canton'Marching Band's performance 
Saturday at the Woodhaven Invitational. 

After pulling out of 
1st week, marchers 
open with win 

BY DIANE HANSON 

CORRESPONDENT 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Marching Band didn't 
miss a beat from last year's 
stellar season, taking top 
honors for their first per­
formance of this year's 
program, "Kaleidoscope," at 
the Woodhaven Invitational 
in Brownstown Township 
Sept. 20. 

In spite of a couple pen­
alties for their incomplete 
program being seconds too 
short and their entrance 
onto the gridiron taking 
seconds too long, the 170 
members marched off with 
the Flight I first-place tro­
phy and all captions for 
Best Music, Best Marching, 
and Best General Effect 
along with the highest score 
of the 11 competing bands, 
62.9, which narrowly edged 
Southgate Anderson's 
first-place Flight II score 
of 62.75. Livonia Franklin 

placed second and Westland 
John Glenn third in Flight 
I. 

"I'm pleased with what 
they did today," said a 
smiling Martin Montoya, 
new director of bands 
at the Educational Park. 
"It was a solid day. They 
put forth everything we 
had rehearsed all week. 
Everything we worked on 
showed up today, so that's 
all you can ask for." 

Salem junior Kayla 
Ragland, one of the three 
drum majors, concurred. 
"I'm very proud of them," 
she said. "They've put in so 
much work. We've changed 
the design of our show and 
they've been coping with it 
so well." i 

Those program changes 
along with the change i$ 
directors has put the pro­
gram just a little behing 
schedule this year, accord-

Please see BAND, A6 

Remembering loved ones 
Alison LaComb of Canton was one of about 500 participants that came 
out to honor and celebrate their loved ones at Angela Hospice's first 
Walk of Remembrance, held Saturday, Sept. 13. 
Despite a steady rain, a sea of colorful umbrellas helped keep the 
walkers dry as they traversed the grounds of the Felician Sisters 
in Livonia. The 3K and 5K routes began at Madonna University and 
continued to Villa St. Felix, Ladywood High School, and finally Angela 
Hospice. Following the walk, guests enjoyed refreshments, and 
participated in music and a rock painting activity. LaComb took part in 
the rock painting. Proceeds from the event will benefit Angela Hospice's 
programs, including bereavement services and grief support groups 
offered free-of-charge to the community. For more information on 
Angela Hospice's programs or events, call (734) 464-7810, or visit www. 
angelahospice.org. 
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Tom Benoit, organizer of the charity gaming at the Shark Club, works with volunteers Greg Roell and Carl 
Wiltshire. Both are members of the Knights of Columbus in Garden City. 

'Poker without the drive' 
New Canton 

the dice for 
good cause 

, BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Those looking to scratch 
a Texas Hold 'Em itch can 
save the drive to Detroit 
and head to the Shark Club 
in Canton. 

The Canton Charity 
Casino, open every 
Thursday through Sunday, 
is located inside the club, 
42070 Ford Road. 

"We are getting bigger by 
the day," said Tom Benoit, 
the casino's floor director. 
"We have about 20 regulars 
and now we are seeing a lot 
of new faces." 

The casino, which opened 
Sept. 4, features Texas Hold 
'Em tournaments and cash 
games. 

The casino, a venue for 
all skill levels and featuring 
trained dealers, works by 
offering itself to non-profit, 
charitable organizations for 
fund-raisers. 

The organizations 
are required to get tem­
porary charity gaming 
licenses. 

Benoit said the casino's 
calendar is nearly booked 
for the rest of the year 
and organizations have 
come from Northville, 
Garden City and 
Rochester. 

The biggest turnout was 
during the fund-raiser for 
the Salem High School foot­
ball and wrestling booster 
club. 

"We get a mix of people," 
Benoit said. "Obviously 
some people come with a 

Chris Patrick, of Inkster, checks his poker hand at the Shark Club's Charity 
Casino last week. 

believes the popularity of 
the concept could allow it 
to expand into a nightly 
event. 

"We're already talking 
about (fund-raisers) for 
2009 with some groups," he 
said. "Charity casinos have 
replaced the single Vegas 
Nights that a lot of groups 
were doing." 

Benoit, a Westland resi­
dent, got his start by doing 
Vegas Night fund-raisers 
and said the Shark Club 
contacted him after one of 
the events and suggested 
the idea of him heading the 
charity casino. 

"The more I thought 
about it, the more I thought 
it was a great idea," he 
said, adding that he wants 
to bring other games to 
the venue. "We are going 
to turn this into a mini 

CANTON CHARITY CASINO 

What: Weekly casino features 
Texas Hold 'Em tournaments 
and cash games that will raise 
funds for local charities. 
When: Thursdays through 
Sundays. Hours are 7 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Thursday and 
Friday, and 2 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Where: The Shark Club, 42070 
Ford Road, Canton 
More information: Call Tom 
Benoit at (734) 502-7033 or 
send an e-mail to scpokertb@ 
gmail.com. 

goal of winning, but for 
others, it's a little more 
relaxed. It's poker without 
the drive." 

Benoit said the charity 
casino has a less competi­
tive atmosphere than a tra­
ditional gaming hall and 

casino. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
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Debt Consolidation 
Re-finaiice High Rate Debt &.Save! 

Consolidate your high rate credit 
card debt into; one low monthly 
payment at Community Financial-

COMMUNITY 

(734) 453-1200 (87?) 937-2328 toll free WWWXfcu.org 

b E M I l t 

PLYMOUTH C A N T O N NORTHVILLE NOVI 

, * « • - # . * _ 

All loans are subject to credit approval. Rates are based on loan amount, term, 
and your Individual credit history, - NCUA Your savings federally insured to 
at least $ 100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States 
Government, ts l Equal Housing Lender. ©2008 Community Financial j ^ ^ 
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in armed 
robbery 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS . 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland residents Michael 
James Stachowski, 28, and 
Megan Morley Sills, 24, were 
arraigned Saturday, for the 
armed robbery of Richardson's 

Pharmacy on 
Ford Road. 

Stachowski 
and Sills, who 
are brother 
and sister, are 
both being . 
charged with 
armed rob­
bery, a felony 
punishable by 
life or any term 
of years; and 
commission of 

--a^lpaywitha 
motor vehicle, 
punishable by 
a suspended 
driver's license, 
if convicted of 
the felony. 

Stachowski, who is facing 
similar charges in the robbery 
of a Westland CVS, alleg­
edly entered Richardson's 
Pharmacy on Sept. 14, request­
ed some cigarettes and then 
presented a note to the cashier 
stating that he had a gun and 
to put cash from the register 
into a bag. After the cashier 
complied, Stachowski left the 
area in a car allegedly driven 
by his sister. 

The two, who are also 
believed to have robbed a CVS 
and a Rite Aid store in Wayne, 
were caught four days after 
the Richardson's theft when a , 
Westland officer spottedthe 
getaway car, a Pohtiac G6. The 
siblings were arrested without 
incident. 

While he never brandished 
a weapon during the township 
robbery, the charges against the" 
two are based on Stachowski's 
implication that he had a gun. 
"This was a crime of opportu­
nity," said Canton Sgt. Debra 
Newsome. "Through our inves­
tigation, we (gathered) enough 
evidence to show they were 
clearly involved." 

While Sills isn't believed to 
have entered Richardson's, 
Newsome said as an alleged 
accomplice to the crime, she 
must face the same charges as 
Stachowski. During the rob­
bery, a bag had been placed 
over the G6's license plate. 

Bond was set for each defen- , 
dant at $50,000 or 10 percent. 
Their preliminary examina­
tion for the Cant m robbery is 
scheduled for Oct. 3 at 35th 
District Court in Plymouth. 
For the Westland robbery, 
Stachowski has an Get. 2 
hearing. 
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AROUND CANTON 
Women wanted 

The goal of the Canton 
Business & Professional 
Women (BPW) is to promote 
full participation, equity and 
economic self-sufficiency for 
America's working women. 
The group is looking for new 
members who are interested 
leadership development, busi­
ness networking opportunities, 
informative programs, political 
advocacy, community aware­
ness, and discussion about 
women's issues. The group will 
hold its next monthly meet­
ing from 6-8:30 p.m., Monday 
Oct. 13 in the Canton Public 
Library's Community Room. 
Dinner will be provided at a 
cost of $10 for members and 
guests. 

Take a guided tour of the 
library and learn about all the 
resources available. Relax and 
have some fun playing the Wii 
system games at the library. 

For more information please 
contact June Nicholas at (313) 

610-2561 or e-mail her at 
junenicholas@comcast.net. 
Please RSVP for this meeting. 

Heart & Bark rescheduled 
The Heart and Bark event, 

postponed from September due 
to inclement weather, has been 
rescheduled on Saturday, Oct. 
4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Lower Rouge River Recreation 
Trail, located at Morton Taylor 
Road and Michigan Avenue. 
This event, hosted by Canton 
Leisure Services and the 
Humane Society of Huron 
Valley, will feature valuable 
health and wellness informa­
tion for dogs and cats, as well 
as their owners. Four-legged 
family pets large and small 
are encouraged to attend with 
their owners. 

The Humane Society of 
Huron Valley will be offering 
a low-cost micro chip clinic for 
animals for $25 per pet. Cats 
are welcome to be chipped, but 
must be brought to the event in 

a carrier. One year rabies vac­
cinations will be administered 
from noon to 2 p.m., for a sug­
gested donation of $5 to ben­
efit the Huron Valley Humane 
Society. Only 200 vaccinations 
are available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Health and 
wellness experts will also be on 
site to address common health 
issues that effect pet owners. 
Free blood pressure and glu­
cose screenings will be offered 
by Oakwood Healthcare 
System. Individuals can also 
obtain the latest fitness infor­
mation from local health care 
providers and other health and 
wellness-related businesses. 

There are many sched­
uled activities including the 
Funniest Pet Trick & Look-
A-Like Contest at the Canton 
Live Stage beginning at 10 a.m. 
Prizes will be awarded for the 
Funniest Pet Trick and the Best 
Pet/Owner Look-A-Like. Each 
contest requires a $5 entry 
fee/donation to benefit the 

Huron Valley Humane Society. 
Representatives from local 
pet stores, veterinary clinics 
and other pet-related busi­
nesses will be on hand with 
merchandise and to answer all 
your pet care questions. Pets 
must be on a leash and in the 
owners' control at all times. No 
pre-registration is required to 
attend. 

For information on this 
Heart & Bark event, visit www. 
canton-mi.org or call (734) 
394-5460. 

Canton Newcomers 
Join the Canton Newcomers 

as they welcome business 
owner Amy Porter of Lil Sweet 
Pea Photography to discuss 
options for the electronic shar­
ing of photos with family and 
friends and answers ques­
tions on basic digital camera 
functions. Whether you are 
paparazzo or just want to 
learn about the endless pos­
sibilities of this cool technol-
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You can also visit our other convenient locations: 

Westland 36555 W Warren Rd., (734) 721-0255 

Plymouth 620 Ann Arbor Rd. W, (734) 451 -0720 
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Consumer Expo 
Tom Stahl, the chairman of the Canton Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors, was one of more than 60 area business people to participate 
in last year's Consumer Expo. He owns a State Farm Insurance Company 
in Canton. The Chamber, along with the Canton Downtown Development 
Authority, will present the Consumer Expo from 5-7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Oct. 25, at the Summit on the Park. The event is held twice annually in 
February and October, and features businesses from the community who 
display their products and services to the public. Participating businesses 
include banks, insurance, travel agents, pet services, carpet cleaning, and 
many more. Each vendor gives away a door prize, and admission is free. 
"The expo is a great opportunity to learn firsthand about the businesses 
in our community. Attendees have the opportunity to meet local business 
owners and learn about the great products and services they have to offer," 
said Chamber President Dianne Cojei. For more information, log onto www. 
cantonchamber.com. 

ogy, plan to attend their adult 
general meeting on Wednesday 
Oct. 1, at 7:15 p.m. at the 
Gainsbourough Clubhouse 
(45600 Gainsbourough) within 
the Sunflower subdivision. 
All remaining meetings are 
scheduled to be held at the 
Sunflower Clubhouse. 

The evening will also include 
socializing, refreshments from 
the Sheikh Restaurant and 

Back Home Bakery and is 
sponsored by Tutor Time. 
A raffle benefits a local 
charity. 

You don't have to be "New." 
To receive a complimentary 
October newsletter that will 
arrive a few days before the 
meeting, visit www.canton-
newcomers.org or call Noreen 
before the meeting at (734) 
981-0486 with any questions. 

Check us out on the Web everyday 
at hometownlife.com 
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teachers at odds over new 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

^potential strike by, Wayne-
Westlarid teachers still looms 
amid an impasse in contract 
talks between bargaining 
teams representing the 850-
member union and school dis­
trict officials. 

Despite the stalemate, dis­
trict Superintendent Greg 
Baracy confirmed Monday 
during a school board meet­
ing that "we're negotiating." 
Barring a collapse of talks, 
three more bargaining sessions 
are scheduled to occur by early 
next week. 

"There has not been any 
progress made," Wayne-
Westland Education 
Association union President 

Nancy Strachan said Monday 
evening, as a large crowd of 
placard-carrying teachers 
protested outside school dis­
trict offices on Marquette. "It 
doesn't look good as of right 
now." 

Strachan said teachers want 
contract talks resolved by Oct. 
2. However, Baracy warned 
that a strike Would be illegal, 
and he said negotiations will 
continue unless either side 
ends the effort with a 24-hour 
notice. 

"We feel that they haven't 
made a concerted effort to be 
at the bargaining table," Baracy 
said. 

Strachan said teachers made 
concessions in recent years and 
that they cannot accept further 
setbacks in wages, health care 

and class sizes. She said local 
teacher salaries rank near the 
bottom in Wayne County. 

Under the last contract, 
which expired Aug. 25, salaries 
ranged from $34,409 for a 
new teacher with a bachelor's 
degree to $82,081 for a sea­
soned teacher with an educa­
tion specialist degree. 

Baracy indicated that school 
officials aren't asking teachers 
to accept a pay cut or freeze, 
but he conceded the two sides 
are at odds over a proposal to 
give the 13,0 OO-student dis­
trict more flexibility to choose 
competitive health insurance 
carriers. 

This week, many teachers 
wore black clothing and "unity" 
buttons to school in an attempt 
to press their issues. They also 

garnered support from several 
parents who contended during 
Monday's school board meeting 
that too many students have 
been placed in some class­
rooms. 

Baracy responded that the 
district strives to quickly 
address any overcrowding 
problems and that "we're going 
to honor the contract." 

Parent Melissa O'Neil 
implored school officials not to 
allow problems like state fund­
ing shortfalls to usher in cuts 
affecting teachers, "the people 
that really matter to our kids." 

Baracy pledged that the 
district's bargaining team 
will continue to seek what he 
called a fair contract within 
the financial constraints fac­
ing school officials. However, 

he rejected "a ton of inaccurate 
information" that officials 
say has been disseminated to 
imply that money has been 
misspent. 

Baracy and board President 
Martha Pitsenbarger said rev­
enues raised from an earlier, 
voter-approved bond issue and 
a sinking fund could only be 
used for specific purposes like 
building improvements — and 
not for teacher salaries. 

Board Vice President Skip 
Monit and Trustee William 
Gabriel issued lengthy state­
ments Monday, criticizing 
rumors and saying the board 
is charged with looking out for 
student interests. 

"We answer to a higher 
authority. That authority is our 
kids and their parents," Monit 

said. 
Gabriel called strike threats 

unnecessary and said he would 
hate to see negative bargain­
ing tactics damage relations 
between teachers and admin­
istrators. 

"Trash-talking isn't some­
thing we want to teach our 
children," Gabriel said. 

As teachers protested outside 
school district offices Monday, 
Strachan indicated it's the 
district officials — not teach- • 
ers — who have been unfair in 
contract talks. She said teach­
ers in recent years have made 
concessions that saved the dis­
trict $19 million, "and now they 
want more." 

dclemHhometownlife.com 

(734)953-2110 

to benefit 
young mother 
stricken with 
breast cancer 

BY KURT KUBAN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Being a single mother of two 
young boys is never easy. Leza 
Ivezaj can certainly attest to 
that. But things have gotten 
much more difficult for the 28-
year-old Northville resident. 
, Ivezaj, who works at the 

Lucky Hair Company on 
Cherry Hill Road in Canton, 
was recently diagnosed with 
breast cancer; Now the mother 
of Bako, 6, and Ethan, 4, faces 
some very uncertain times, 
beginning with a double mas­
tectomy surgery that is sched­
uled for next month. 

Friends, family members 
and co-workers have organized 
a fund-raiser to help ease the 
financial burden from the 
medical treatments and the 
fact she is losing time at work. 
The fund-raiser, being billed as 
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Leza Ivezaj with her two sons Bako (left) and Ethan. 

the Concert of Hope, will take 
place Sept. 28 at US 12 Bar 
& Grill in downtown Wayne. 
It will feature a number of 
bands, including Bridge, Pistol 
Day Parade, Flophouse, Seven 
Letters, Seasons of Eden, and 
Seven Ten Split, as well as raf­
fles that will benefit Ivezaj. 

"She is having a very rough 
go right now," said Tony Ivezaj, 
her ex-husband, who has 
helped put the fund-raiser 
together. "You don't see many 
young women with breast can­
cer. The doctors say it is real 
aggressive." 

What really has friends and 
family nervous is the fact that 
Leza's sister has already died 
frojn breast cancer. 

Tony Ivezaj said the family is 
going through an unbelievably 
emotional time. He said the 

hardest part is how to break 
the news to the two boys. 

"We're trying to keep posi­
tive. We think she is going to 
survive this," he said. "The kids 
don't know yet. We don't even 
know how to tell them. We'll 
probably wait until after the 
surgery." 

Organizers of the fund-raiser 
are asking people contribute 
a minimum $10 donation to 
get into the event. They are 
also still looking for donated 
raffle items. If you would like 
to donate to the raffle, please 
contact Mel or Dave Coughlin 
at (734) 844-8166 or (313) 574-
1980. If you can't attend the 
concert and would still like to 
help out, please send donations 
payable to: Leza Ivezaj, Lucky 
Hair Company, 45251 Cherry 
Hill Road, Canton, MI 48188. 

Publ ic Notice 
Publ ic Auction of Tax Foreclosed P r o p e r t y 

October 20,21,22, and *23,2008 
International Center Building, 400 Monroe, 5th Floor 

Detroit, Michigan 
*If necessary 

BIDDER REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 A.M. AUCTION BEGINS AT 9:30 A.M. 
ON Oct. 20 EACH DAY THEREAFTER THE AUCTION IS SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 
A $500 CASHIER'S CHECK in U.S. funds is required per property bid payable to 
the Wayne County Treasurer. A CASHIER'S CHECK must be shown at registration. 
The Wayne County Treasurer, as the foreclosing governmental unit, under Public 
Act 123 of 1999, reserves the right to remove any property from the sale and to 
reject any and all bids. List of properties being offered and rules and regulations are 
available online at: 

www.wavnecountv.com/treasurer 

Auction books will be available at the Treasurer's Office. Check website for exact 
date. 

Call (313) 224-5990 
RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ 

Wayne County Treasure r 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday / 8 A.M.-4:30 P.M. „ 
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"Joe's Falls Specials" 
Michigan Locally Grown-
Gala, Golden, Empire 

& Mcintosh 
Apples 

99 0 
lb. 

Hy's 
Michigan 

Apple Cider 

•2.99. 

Michigan Locally 
Grown 

Broccoli 

bunch 

Boarshead 
Golden Classic 

Chicken, Deluxe Ham 
or Low Sodium Ham 

*6.99.b. 
CoJack or Colby Cheese $5.99 lb. 

Joe's Specials 
Sara Lee 

Honey Turkey 
Sara Lee 

Brown Sugar Ham. 

>6.99 b 

Dietz & Watson 
Bacon Lover's 

Turkey 
$8.99ib 
Hard Salami 
$6.99ib 

Assorted Mini 
Coffee Cakes 

s1.99 

Joe's 
"Spiced Donuts" 

*3.99 half dozen 

Save $1,00 ; 
Goes Great with our* 

Michigan Cider« 

German Chocolate 
Brownie 

Bites 

each 

Gorgonzola 
Cole Slaw 
$2.99 

S ^ ^ P ^ S 

ib. 

Sesame 
Chicken 
$7.99 lb. 

Grilled 
Mediterrean 
Vegetables 
$5.99 lb. 

Joe's Fresh Roasted Coffee 

Flavor of the Week 
Mackinaw Island Fudge' 

$6.99lb 

Stop by Joe's for all 
your Fall Decorating 
Needs! Mum plants 

$5.99 & up. 
Hay Bales, Cornstalks 

& Jack 'O Lanterns 
are all availble! 

Joe's Gourmet 
Carmel Apples 

Plain or Peanut 

±«%j& e ach 
Dipped Daily! 

Olde Cape Cod ^ Crofters *7 Brianna's 
Crackers ^Organic JelliesJ Dressing 

2/$4.00 W6.0012/$7.i 
Joe's Gourmet Catering & Events HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING EXPERTS 

Whether you're planning an elaborate gala, family gathering at your home or the office holiday party.., 
we can make it extraordinary!!! Enjoy yourself & simplify your holiday season with 

Joe's Gourmet Catering! Call our Event Planner for more information @ 248-477-4333 Ext. 226 

Joe's Produce 
'33152 W. Seven Mile * Livonia, MI 48152 www.joesproduce.com (248) 477-4333 

Store Hours: Mori-Sat 9-8 • Sun 9-6 • Prices good through Oct. 1, 2008 

36-MONTH CD 

5.00 AF 

# 

0 
APY 

$.1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE 

PREMIER PLUS MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT 

0 
APY 3 9c% 

• £ < J A P I 
GUARANTEED FOR ONE YEAR 
$20,000 MINIMUM BALANCE 

The long and short of it. 
Most CDs offer great rates, but they tie up your money for a long time. And 

most IVloney Market Accounts offer great rates too - for a very short period. 

We figured you were ready for a change. Our 5.00% APY CD matures in 

only 36 months. And our Premier Plus MMA rate lasts a whole year. In short, 

we're finding new ways to keep you a happy customer for a long time. 

@ Huntington 
1-877-480-2345 I hLHitington.com 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

* Minimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,000.00. APY is accurate as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. 
For personal accounts of less than $100,000.00. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. ** Initial minimum deposit of $20,000.00 required to open the account and obtain 3.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Premier Plus 
Money Market Account. Balances under $20,000.00 are not eligible for 3.25% APY rate, and will be charged a maintenance fee of$20 per month. If at any time the balance in the account is or becomes $250,000.00 or more, the interest rate for the entire 
balance-will be the interest rate in effect for that balance tier; currently at 1.95% (1.97% APY). Subject to change at any time. We may determine different rates for different balance tiers. Rates fortiers $20,000.00 to $49,999.99; $50,000.00 to $99,999.99; and 
$100,000.00 to $249,999.99 are guaranteed for one yearfrom the day of account opening, and afterthat period are not guaranteed and are subject to change at any time. Rates for balances of $250,000.00 to $999,999.99 are subject to change at any time. A 
$25 Early Account Closing Fee will apply during the first 180 days after account opening. Offer available for new consumer accounts only, and funds from existing Huntington accounts .cannot be used to open the new account. The regular interest rates 
and APYs are current as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. Interest is compounded and paid monthly. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. We reserve the right to limit acceptance of deposits greater than $100,000.00. 

t Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. The Huntington National Bank is an Equal Housing Lender and Member FDIC. ® and Huntington ® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2008 
Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 

2675743pclf 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://dclemHhometownlife.com
http://www.wavnecountv.com/treasurer
http://www.joesproduce.com
http://hLHitington.com
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physicians, highly trained staff and the most up-to-date 

ages. 

and more, we offer 

ties of a big 

Oakwood Annapolis brings the 

highest level of care to the next 

generation of our community 

ew Birthi 

winning 

County's only LDRPs, 

IRI. We're also the leaders in urology, providing advanced 

received the Joint Commission's 

Replacement and we've been 

area's Top Hospitals, We're at 

ions 

e barely 

uccessful at caring for families is that we feel we're part 

family. For more information, visit oakwood.org. 

r ail-digital Breast uare uenter otters minimally invasive 

breast biopsy services, with doctors who are experts in 

cancer diagnosis and treatment. Additionally, our top-notch 

oncology facilities include an Outpatient Infusion Center, a 

We specialize. In you? 

Oakwood Annapolis 33"155 Annapolis Street 

Hospital Wayne, Michigan 48184 800.543. WELL 

http://www.hometownllfe.com
http://oakwood.org
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Schoolcraft College hosts 
annual college night Oct. 1 

Area high school students 
and their families can inves­
tigate the programs of more 
than 80 colleges and uni­
versities during Schoolcraft 
College's annual College 
Night on Wednesday, Oct. 1. 
The event is free and open 
to the community. 

The schools, primar­
ily from Michigan and the 
Midwest, will be on hand to 
answer questions and pro­
vide information on degrees, 
fields of study, admission 
requirements, cost, financial 
aid, scholarships and extra­
curricular activities. 

A sample of in-state 
schools attending include 
Michigan State University, 
the University of Michigan, 
Grand Valley State University, 
Wayne State University, 
University of Detroit Mercy, 
Michigan Technological 
University, Eastern, Central 
and Northern Michigan 
universities, College for 

Creative Studies, Adrian 
College and Hillsdale College. 
Out-of-state institutions 
attending include Bowling 
Green State University, Penn 
State University, Wisconsin 
University, Purdue University, 
University of Notre Dame 
and Valparaiso University, to 
name a few. 

College Night will be held 
in the Physical Education 
Building of Schoolcraft 
College's Livonia Campus 
on Haggerty Road between 
Six and Seven Mile Roads. 
Typically College Night draws 
about 3,500 people. The pro­
gram begins at 6:30 p.m. and 
continues until 8:30 p.m. The 
colleges are arranged fair-
style and in alphabetical order 
in both gyms so guests can 
visit as many tables and in the 
order they wish. 

For more information, 
call the Schoolcraft College 
Office of Admissions at 
(734) 462-4426. 

LOOKaheadLSCKin SALE 
Shop n o w For The Holidays! sale ends 9/30/08 

Lock in 12-25% Savings On All 
Your Toy And Doll Purchases Thru Thanksgiving 

T h e A b s o l u t e B e s t T o y S a l e OS T h e Y e a r ! 
Relaxed Shopping! 

3 Best Selection! 
I Friendly Service! 
s Convenient Parking! 

dollhospital.com for details 

3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 
248-543-3115 

Mon-Wed 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, 
Fri& Sat 10-5:30 

Investors shouldn't overreact to financial crisis 
There is a lot to learn from 

what happened on Wall 
Street last week. 

If you listen to the talking 
heads and read some of the 
news stories about the market, 
you would think that the entire 
economy was falling apart and 
that the Great Depression was 
around the corner. 

In fact, I heard the Great 
Depression referred to a num­
ber of times in listening to the 
talking heads. By the end of the 
week, the same talking heads 
were talking a different story. 

As investors, we cannot allow 
ourselves to be swayed by the 
daily banter that we read and 
hear. Think about how much 
money someone would have 
lost this week by bailing out of 
the market at the wrong time. 
Investors must recognize that 
good news or bad news, the 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

market tends 
to overreact. 
Investors can­
not be swayed 
by short-term 
volatility. The 
lesson to learn 
is don't over­
react and take 
a step back 
and let some of 
the dust settle 
before making a 

major change in your portfolio. 
Whenever a new program 

or a major change in tax law 
occurs, promoters of invest­
ments start coming out of the 
woodwork pushing the invest­
ment to take advantage of the 
changing situation. 

No matter what the changes 
are, the rules remain the same. 
They are: 

1.) Before investing in any-

October 4th 

Visit our website for detaUs 
www.ghouItidegatiieriEg.eom 

thing, check it out with inde­
pendent research. Don't believe 
what someone — who has 
an interest in an investment 
— says until you can check it 
out independently. If you can't 
check out an investment inde­
pendently, walk away. 

2.) Before investing, review 
how an investment has per­
formed over time. Look at three-, 
five- and 10-year track records. 

3.) Before investing, under­
stand how the investment 
works and how you can make 
money, lose money or get your 
money out when you want. 

4.) Before investing, under­
stand all the costs associated 
with the investment. Know 
what an investment costs to 
buy, sell and hold. 

Earn extra 
money 
doing faxes.* 

H&R Bfock Income Tax Course 
1 Ask about time and locations of 

Ute H&R Block Ipcome'Iax 
Course H&R BlOLk teaches tax 
preparation to everyone from 
beginner to CPAs Successful 
students could go on to earn extra 
money as fax professionals 

Bilingual students 
encouraged to enroll. 

For class times and locations visit 
hrblock.com/taxcour5es or call 
866-8534122 

5.) Don't forget — if an invest­
ment smells too good to be true, 
it generally is smelly. You need. 
to be reasonable when it comes 
to returns. If you let greed enter 
into your thought process about 
an investment, your returns will 
suffer. 

The rules on Wall Street 
and in Washington are always 
changing. As investors, we also 
need to follow a set of rules to 
protect ourselves, and those 
rules are not subject to change. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. 
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneyrfiatters@hometown-
life.com. For more information, visit Rick's 
Web site at www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. You can hear Rick from noon 
to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 

F01 Information Call 

866-853-4122 

" Enrollment restrictions may apply. Enrollment In, or completion of, H&R Block Income Iks Course 
is neither an offer nor a guarantee of employment. "Fees for courses materials may apply.Valid at 
participating locations only. Void where prohibited, ' 0Eoeei8W4 

$1,000 MINIMUM & CIRCLE GOLD CHECKING* $1,000 MINIMUM & CIRCLE GOLD CHECKING8 

indyourf f i t I Certificate of Deposit 

Member FDIC. All accounts and services subject to Individual approval. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of this publication date. The 3.25% APY applies to We 3-month and the 3.50% APY to the 24-month term. LImlted-tltne offer may be withdrawn at any time. This offer cannot be combined with any other CD offer. Circle Gold Checking account with 
$100 minimum opening deposit is required. Other rates and terms available. Minimum opening term deposit $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal, See a banker for details and deposit insurance coverage limitations. Offers valid In Ml only. Charter One is a division of RSS Citizens, N A 

Unless otherwise noted, 

College's Livonia campus, 
ocated at 18600 Haggerty 
Road, between Six and 
Seven Mile Roads, Maps 
and directions are available 
at www.sehoolcraft 
edu/rnaps/. 

Representatives from mors than 
80 colleges and universities will be 

on hand to answer questions and 
distribute informational literature, 

6 ,30-8 :30 p.m. 

Physical Educatjon Building 

Admission: Free 

nformation: 734-462-4426 or 
admissions@schoolcraft. edu 

Wednesday, October 8 
Fanayls Lyras, piano 

Noon to 1 p.m. 

The tradition of free lunchtime recitals at 
Schoolcraft continues. 

Presentation Room inside VisTaTech Center 

Admission: Free 

nformation: 734-462-4403 

Monday, October 13 
Schoolcraft Cotlege |azz Ensemble 
The ensemble performs at the historic Penn 
Theatre in downtown Plymouth. 

p.m. 

Admission: $3 donation to Friends of the Penn 

Perm ."Theatre, 760 Penniman Avenue, Plymouth, 

nformation: 734-462-4403 . 

From Sleeping Bear Dunes to the Porcupine 
Mountains, authors Susan Wedzel and 

Roger Storm offer a "guided tour" of trails in 
some of the most scenic areas in both of 

igan's 

11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Diponio Room inside VisTaTech Center 

Admission: $16 {prepaid, includes lunch) 

Neii S i m o n ' s 

. This delightful comedy about 

full of richly comic comp; 

October 24/25 and November 7/8 

6:30 p.m. 

3p,m, 

Admission: $12 

Theatre (LA500) inside liberal Arts Building 

information: 734-462-4596 

Schoolcraft College Wind Ensemble and 
Synthesizer Ensemble 

Seasonal favorites and a children's parade are 
highlights of this family-friendly concert. Costumes 
are encouraged. 

Admission: Free; donations accepted at the door 

Community Room (RC 115), Schoolcraft College 
Radciiff Center, 1751 Radciiff St., Garden City 

Information: 734-4624403 

Save the date 
November 8 (9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.) and 9 
(11 a.m. - 4 p m ) , Schoolcraft College Foundation 
Faii Craft Show (734-462-4518) 

November 9 at 4 p.m., Schoolcraft College 
Choral Union Pali Concert (734-462-4403) 

November 12 at noon, Logan Skeiton, piano and 
Jennifer Goltz, soprano (734-462-4403) 

November 14 at 8:00 p.m-. James Tocco, piano ,. 
(734-462-4403) 

December 5 at 11:45 a.m., WRC Luncheon Series, 
"The Parade Company" (734-462-4443) 

December 5 at 7:30 p.m., Schoolcraft College Wind and Artist 
Ensembles Winter Concert (734-462-4403) 

December 12 at 7 p.m., Bach Piano Honors Recital 
(734-462-4403) 

December 12 at 7:30 p.m., Schoolcraft College Jazz and 
Synthesizer Ensembles Winter Concert (734-462-4400, ext. 5217) 

December 14 at 4 p.m: "A Winter's Taie" Schoolcraft College 
Ghoral Union Concert (734-462-4403) 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://dollhospital.com
http://www.ghouItidegatiieriEg.eom
http://hrblock.com/taxcour5es
mailto:moneyrfiatters@hometownlife.com
mailto:moneyrfiatters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://www.sehoolcraft
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Fall Festival will 
feature carnival rides, 
free entertainment 

BAND 

Canton's annual Fall Festival 
carnival returns this weekend 
to the Canton Sports Center in 
Victory Park, located at 46555 
W. Michigan Avenue. 

The event, which is being 
sponsored by Community 
Financial and put on by Canton 
Leisure Services, begins today 
and runs through Sunday. 

The 96.3 WDVD Prize Team 
will be on location Thursday 
from 5-7 p.m. to visit with 
attendees. There will also be 
free entertainment, including 
a daily teen sports arena with 
dodge ball and other games, 
the big screen movie under 
the stars, "Monster House" on 
Friday night, and hours of live 
musical and other entertain­
ment from talented local and 
regional artists. 
, Some of the big highlights 

will be the two graceful and 
death-defying performances 
Thursday evening hy circus 
artists, The Ariel Angels, the 
"Rising Stars" Showcase fea-

CANTON FALL FESTIVAL 
AND CARNIVAL 
When: Thursday, Sept. 25,5-10 

p.m.; Friday, 5-11 p.m.; Saturday, 

noon to 11 p.m.; Sunday, noon to 

6 p.m. 

Where: Canton Sports Center in 

Victory Park, 46555 W. Michigan 

Avenue. 

For more information: Visit lei-

sure.canton-mi.org or call (734) 

394-5460. 
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ing to Montoya, and was one of the 
reasons for pulling out of the Sept. 13 
competition at Novi High School. 

"We just needed a little more prac­
tice," he explained. "We wanted to 
make sure we had everything together 
before we made our debut. I'm pleased 
with what they did. It's the first show 
and first shows are always a little jit­
tery." 

That was certainly true for Plymouth 
freshman Michael Wolf, an alto saxo­
phonist. 

"I was scared to death," he confessed, 
"but once I got on the field and I 
was waiting for part two, it went away. 
I was focused and did everything 
right." 

Montoya said that while the band 
members have learned about three 
quarters of the program, they only 
performed about half of it on Saturday. 
That's because "we want to make sure 
we are putting forth the most solid 

package out there," he explained. "We 
scrutinize every song selection, every 
visual aspect and we make sure it's 
planned'out to the most specific detail 
so that once we learn it, it is what we 
want to put out there. The process we 
have works for us pretty well." 

More of the show will be revealed at 
the Trenton competition Sept. 27 and 
nearly the entire show will be ready 
by the Bands of America Regional 
Competition at EMU on Oct. 11. 

"The last quarter of our program is 
really the most challenging and dif­
ficult part of our show," said Montoya. 
"That's where the fast, the loud, and the 
color all come together. The show is all' 
a big progression toward complexity, 
speed and color." 

Color Guard Director Jenifer Leseth 
is pleased with the show's progres­
sion and Montoya's direction. "Martin 
(Montoya) is doing a great job," she 
said. "The transition has been going 
very smoothly also due to the consis­
tency of the parents and a few key staff 
people who have been here for awhile. 
And, of course, the kids really know 
how the program works." 

PHOTO BY DIANE HANSOM 

Color guard member Katie Babcock prepares 
to catch her flag during the Plymouth-Canton 
Marching Band's competition performance at 
Woodhaven High School Sept. 20. 

turing three young, local musi­
cians/bands that are sure to 
be destined for greatness; and 
the Saturday night main stage 
show featuring country and 
classic rockers, The Cadillac 
Cowboys. • 

The other big highlight of the 
event will be the carnival rides. 
Ride-all-day wristbands will be 
sold for $20. s 

CEP students named National Merit semifinalists 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers.... 

"Catching a snooze 

Caae-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the.bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details 
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Rumba 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 S 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

Fourteen students at the 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park have been named semifi­
nalists for the 2009 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. 

The students - Canton 
High School seniors Willa 
Chen, Ke Ding, Katherine 
Marion, George Muresan, 
Ryan Randall and Santosh 
Shanmuga, Plymouth High 
School seniors Monika Kothari 
and Amy Shen and Saleni High 
School seniors Nikita Consul, 
Kelley Determan, Derrick Fu, 
Megan Ghastin, Linda Ling 
and Surya Nagaraja - rank as 
high scorers in the nation. 

The National Merit 
Scholarship Program has 
named approximately 16,000 
academically talented high 
school seniors as semifinal­
ists. These seniors now have an 
opportunity to advance in the 
competition for 8,200 Merit 
Scholarship awards (about 
$32 million) to be offered next 

KNOW THE SCORE 
cheek out the mimfiersm 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 

fey* ?•-*•* 

Announcing! 

•J ** • • .• • 

Arthur Murray! 

FIRM UP FAST 
Losing inches has never been so fast... 
riuch fun! The passion and technique 

w 'W Champion Rhythm & Latin dancers, 
>acked into the perfect fitness system. 

You'll love it and anyone cm do I t 

TRIM DOWN NOW 
Core Rhythms is the revolutionary exercise concept 

that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your 
heart rate, while toning and tightening your 

entire core. You'll be swept away while 
getting a 360° total core workout. 

CALL TODAY 
Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready, 
excl usively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios, 

Call today and schedule your first session. 

NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! 
Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout! 

Classes Every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 9:30 

Starting September 30th. Drop-Ins Welcome. 

Jlrthurt/t 
JUurrmpy 
Franchisee! Dance Studios 

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 • Northvil le 
(between Northville Rd. & Haggerty) 

248.349.1133 

PAUL HURSCHMANN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Darrin Silvester, "before." 

spring. 
Students entered the 

National Merit and 
Achievement competitions 
by taking the 2008 PSAT/ 
NMSQZ Students must ful­
fill several requirements to 
become a Finalist—record of 

high academic performance in 
college prep course work, SAT 
scores that confirm the PSAT/ 
NMSQT performance, detailed 
scholarship information 
about extracurricular activi­
ties and leadership positions, 
self-descriptive essays and full 
endorsement of the high school 
principal. 

Odyssey Award for 
history 

Darrin Silvester, social stud­
ies teacher at Salem High 
School, has been chosen to 
receive one of three 2008 
Odyssey Awards. 

Recipients were chosen 
based on their depth of knowl­
edge about Michigan history; 
demonstrated leadership in 
helping others learn about 
Michigan history, both in their 
local school district and in 
their community; and their 
creativity in teaching Michigan 

history. 
Each year, the Michigan 

Historical Center Foundation 
presents the Odyssey Award 
to up to four educators who 
excel at teaching Michigan his­
tory. Each honoree is invited 
to attend the Jingle Ball to 
receive a plaque made of 
Michigan agate and $500. The 
ball takes place on Nov. 22, 
at the Michigan Library and , 
Historical Center in Lansing. 

Local hero named 
Barbara Marshall, a 30-year 

veteran of Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools, has been 
named a Local Hero by the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Fund for her outstanding com­
mitment to the organization. 

Marshall has been the top 
Michigan fund-raiser for the 
society and plans to raise 
another $13,000 this year. 
This year's walk will be held 
Oct. 18 in Ann Arbor. 

Penn signs on for concert series 
BYTONYBRUSCATQ 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Penn Theatre in down­
town Plymouth will be the home 
for a series of six old-fashioned 
variety shows to entertain the 
young and old. 

"Saturdays @ the Penn" is 
co-spdnsoredbythe Plymouth 
Community Arts Council and the 
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra. 
Performances will be on the first 
Saturday of the month, begin­
ning Oct. 4. 

"It's really a continuation of 
Music in the Park," said Deb 
Madonna, the executive director 
of the PCAC, which sponsors the 
Wednesday summertime noon 
concerts for children in Kellogg 
Park. "We wanted continuity 
between Music in the Park and 
the shows at the Penn so we're 
not booking the same acts. We 

have a lot of great performers 
that we can't use in the summer." 

Madonna said the variety 
shows last an hour and include 
special guest hosts and per­
formers, including a juggler, 
yo-yo entertainer and the mem­
bers of the PSO, including the 
Celebration Youth Orchestra. 

"(Symphony conductor) Nan 
Washburn loves to do things 
for kids," said PSO executive 
director Beth Stewart, "and the 
Penn is the perfect venue for it 
on Saturdays. We have a perfect 
partnership, we have music and 
the Arts Council has contacts for 
other great performers. Every 
month kids will be exposed to art 
in many forms." 

While the shows are geared 
toward children, the Saturday 
shows are being billed as for kids 
of all ages. 

The Nov. 1 show will include 

Washburn and members ofthe 
Celebration Youth Orchestra 
playing excerpts from the PSO's 
first CD, Magical Times ££ 
Marvelous Tails. 

As with most variety shows, 
there will be a master of cer­
emonies. Most weeks it will be 
kid-favorite Guy Louis, who per­
forms each summer at Music in 
the Park. The shows will start at 
noon and last one hour. 

The groups received a $3,000 
grant this year and next year '; 
for the six shows. The Plymouth 
A.M. Rotary Club ari^Trayel 
Leaders also contributed to the 
programs. The money will go' 
toward the $310 cost ts> rent the 
Penn and pay the talent. 

Potential sponsors, and those 
wishing to purchase 'group tickets 
can contact Madonna at (734) 
377-0914 or clarion@storytell-
erdesign.com. 

JCPenney; Optical 

HURRY IN! 
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ALL EYEGLASSES* 

All Frames 
All Lenses 
All Options 

. ' . ' 

OFFER INCLUDES: 

. Transitions-LEN^E-^ 

. No-Line Bifocals 

. Non-Glare Coating 

. Polarized Lenses 

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans 

;, \, Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx. 

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 

*50% off discount applies to all frames excluding Ray Ban and SunSpot Collection. Select designer brands will be discounted at 25% off. 50% off discount also applies to ail 
lenses and lens options. Complete pair purchase raqulred. Some exclusions may apply. "Kids' package Includes any frame up to $100.00. FREE warranty anil polycarbonate 
lenses' for any child 16 and under. 'Kids' warranty covers breakage and scratches or until the eyeglasses are outgrown or the prescription changes. See Optician for details 
Cannot be combined with any other offer vision care plan package pricing, or pnor orders Participating stores only. Void where prohibited by law. Eye exams performed 

irs of Optometry Offer ends October 4 2008 ffa^cbbE'Etf i 
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CONTACT LENS STOCK-UP SALE 

Iff!9 s29 l 
15% off 
A __ Other Brands! 

s 49 
Bsesn annual SUI$J of 

CALL1-877-JCPEVES SHOP JCPEVES.com 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://sure.canton-mi.org
http://www.happyhoundsdaycare.com
mailto:clarion@storytellerdesign.com
mailto:clarion@storytellerdesign.com
http://JCPEVES.com
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Mojo in the Morning: 
It's back! 
The Observer & Eccentric/ 

Mirror Newspapers and 
Buddy's Pizza "Dining with 
the Stars" contest returns this 
fall asking: Who wants to have 
lunch at Buddy's Pizza with 
Mojo, Spike and Kyra of Mojo 
in Morning? 

Mojo, along with Spike 
and Kyra, wakes up metro 
Detroit with some outrageous 
antics. The show is known for 
Spike's "Senseless Surveys," 
"War of the Roses" and outra­
geous phone scams (the sta­
tion Web site says more than 
570 people have been heck­

led, bothered and bullied by 
phone scams). 

Mojo, who came to Detroit 
and Channel 955 in February 
2000, is one of metro Detroit's 
most popular personalities. 

"My interests are my wife, 
my kids, and sports ... in that 
order," he said. "My hero is my 
dad. He came to this country 
from Cuba for a better life for 
himself. He learned a new 
language and became a doc­
tor, husband and dad. I get my 
work ethic from him. He was 
the biggest supporter of me 
getting in radio. Without his 
support, I would never made 

A Rat Pack Evening!! 

THE SINGJNQ DUO FOR ANY OCCASION 
ACCOMPANIED BY THE MONROE BIG BAND 

Two For The Road performs in the spirit and style 
of the Rat Pack with a perfect mixture of comedic 

bantering & smooth sounds from yesteryear, 
all powered by the 17-piece Monroe Big Band. 

A portion of all tickets sales donated to the 

THURS., OCT. 9, 2008 • 7-9pm 
,At The Village Theater 

50400 Cherry Hill Road, Canton 

Tickets are $38 each 
Order by Sept. 26 using promotion code: twofortheroad 

and receive a $10 discount. 
Order via internet: 

http://www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater/ 

, Or call: (734) 394-5300 

For more information visit: 
www.twofortheroadlive. com 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 

it." 
Tell us in 100 words or less 

why you want to have lunch 
with Mojo, Spike and Kyra at 
Buddy's Pizza in Farmington 
Hills. E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars@gmail. 
com by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Oct. 1. 

In addition to lunch, the 
winner will be treated to a 
limo ride courtesy of Class 

95.5 crew 
Plus Limo, mini-makeover 
by Sebastian and Heba of 
I Design Salon and Spa in 
Dearborn, $100 gift certificate 
from Reaver Diamond Co. in 
Southfield and dance exhibi­
tion by the Fred Astaire Dance 
Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

To top it off, Buddy's will 
donate $500 to Covenant 
House, one of Mojo's favorite 
charities. 

t-*e*-< 
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Kyra, Spike and Mojo. 

Don't just use your energy - controi it. MyEnergy Analyzer from DTE Energy 

gives you the power to manage your energy right from your computer. 

With MyEnergy Analyzer at my.dteenergy.com, you can: 

• Identify factors, like changing weather, that impact your energy bill. 

• Get customized recommendations on how to lower your monthly costs. 

• See what you can expect to save by following those recommendations. 

MyEnergy Analyzer is simple to use and easy to understand. Use your 

fingertips to get the information you need to manage your energy use. 

Visit MyEnergy Analyzer at my.dteenergy.com. 

T h e P o w e r o f Y o u r C o m m u n i t y e = D T E 

^ $ > MEDILODGE 

Rehabil i tat ion 
& Nursing Facilities 

CALL T O D A Y ! 

586-752-5008 
www.medi iodge.com 

http://www.hometownllfe.com
http://www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater/
http://www.twofortheroadlive
http://hometownlife.com
http://my.dteenergy.com
http://my.dteenergy.com
http://www.medi
http://iodge.com
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Library board reads 
writing on the wall 

If you-want to get the pulse of the Canton commu­
nity, there probably is no better place to do it than 
at the Canton Public Library, located on Canton 
Center just across from the township's administra­
tive building. Go there on a typical day and you will 
see a snapshot of the township. Patrons are young 
and old. Black, brown and white. Rich and poor. 
And just about everything in between. 

The library's board of trustees proved last week 
it has have a p re t t y good grasp of the commu­
nity as well. The six-member board voted to reduce 
the l ibrary 's budget by 

Give the board some credit 
Trustees realized that people 
are hurting out there-even 
in Canton. Many in the 
community are facing the 
same economic problems 
as people elsewhere in the 
region. Jobs have been 
lost, and many are facing 
foreclosure on their homes. 
And considering what is 
happening over on Wall 
Street, things are probably 
going to get worse before 
they get better. Easing the 
tax burden on residents, 
even if just a little bit, shows 
the board does have some 
compassion. 

more t h a n 10 p e r c e n t 
for 2 0 0 9 , mean ing the 
l ibrary staff wi l l have 
a b o u t $ 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 l e s s 
next year than they did 
this year. 

For p rope r ty owners 
in Canton, the smal ler 
budget means they will 
pay less in t axes . The 
mi l lage r a t e for 2 0 0 8 
is 1.5437, which means 
owners of a home with a 
$100,000 taxable value 
paid $155. At the new 
rate of 1.4980, the same 
h o m e o w n e r w i l l pay 
$149. 

Granted, it's not a big 
r e d u c t i o n — six dol ­
lars won't even buy you 
two gallons of gas these 
days. Still, it's a reduc­
tion. 

Give the boa rd some 
credit. Trustees realized 
t h a t people a re h u r t ­
ing out t h e r e — even 
in Canton. Many in the 
community are facing the same economic prob­
lems as people elsewhere in the region. Jobs have 
been lost, and many are facing foreclosure on their 
homes. And considering what is happening over on 
Wall Street, things are probably going to get worse 
before they;get bet ter . Easing the tax burden on: 
residents, even if just a little bit, shows the board 
does have some compassion. 

The best part of the deal is Library Director Eva 
Davis says the budget reduction will not alter the 
level of service the library provides to the commu­
nity. She says patrons won't notice the difference. 

Davis had all her staff" go over every aspect of 
their budgets to find line i tems to be cut. They 
found $700,000. This should be an example for all 
levels of government. If only the taxpayers could be 
so lucky. 

Michigan's delegation must 
demand more from Washington 

Michigan's role as a bat t leground state for the 
November presidential elections provides a unique 
opportuni ty for the state 's congressional delega­
t ion to inf luence na t iona l policy, and keep our 
needs in the spotlight. 

For too many years, Michigan has been known as 
a donor state, meaning we send more tax dollars 
to Washington than are returned in federal fund-. 
ing for education, t ranspor ta t ion and other vital 
services. This was less an issue when our state's 
economy was humming, but that clearly no longer 
is the case. 

Our state has some pressing needs, and our rep­
resentatives in Washington should be taking every 
oppor tuni ty between now and November to ta lk 
about them with the McCain and Obama camps. A 
good place to s tar t is helping Detroit's automobile 
companies lead the charge with alternative fuel 
vehicles, but it does not end there. 

This state, and our local communities, has press­
ing needs to repair and replace aging roads and 
bridges, upgrade municipal water and sewerage 
systems and protect our Great Lakes from toxins 
and exotic species. And no meaningful discussion 
about a light rail system can take place without a 
commitment of federal dollars. 

Hopefully, when our local politicians are press­
ing the flesh wi th the i r respective pres ident ia l 
candidate and making joint appearances along the 
campaign travel, they will take the time to make 
th is state's case for more support for Michigan, 
and make it a condition of their support. 
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McDonald's deserves support 
This is in response to Barb Schmid's 

letter "Boycott McDonald's" (Sept. 18). 
McDonald's supports a wide variety 
of people — people with learning and 
physical disabilities, gay, lesbian, black, 
white, Hispanic, short, tall, overweight, 
thin, etc. They are an equal opportunity 
employer. 

Each individual has the choice in 
whom they support. You can't write a 
letter and think that will change my 
mind in who I support. I personally, 
look at all the good McDonald's does for 
people. McDonald's has always worked 
around my daughter's high school 
schedule and now her college schedule. 
McDonald's offer a U.S. Scholarship 
program, medical insurance, Ronald 
McDonald House, RMHC Grants, RM 
Care Mobil, and RM Family Room, to 
name a few. 

Would I buy my kid another Happy 
Meal? You betcha. 

Tracey Kukielka 
Canton 

Supporting Slavens 
I am a homeowner, proud parent and 

school social worker who will be voting 
for Dian Slavens for state representative 
on Nov. 4th. 

Dian will be a fantastic representative 
in the state house serving Canton, Van 
Buren and Belleville. She is a respiratory 
therapist (RT), and such Allied Health 
professionals are dedicated to their 
practice. They are thus often not found 
seated in the state Legislature. I would 
wager that one never encounters an RT 
until they or their loved ones are in a 
hospital with breathing problems, then 
they appreciate an RT. We need people 
like her, dedicated professionals, not 
more career politicians representing us 
in the Capitol. 

Dian is also a dedicated parent like I. 
She took time out from her schedule to 
attend parent teacher open house at the 
Park earlier this month. She was sitting 
next to me for the senior parent meet­
ing. Both of us are concerned about our 
daughters' academic futures in public 
education now, but someday what will 
happen to these children? Who is bet­
ter to fight for us on the matters most 
important to our kids and their educa­
tion than Dian? 

Again, we need people like her, not 
more career politicians who have milked 
the taxpayers, representing us in the 
Capitol. 

Clearly, Dian is like many moras and 
dads in the 21st district like you or I. We 
can rely on Dian Slavens to serve us best. 

Leonard T. Zabawski 
Canton 

One size doesn't f i t all 
To the Parents of the 38 Students in 

the Split AP, Spanish IV Class at Wayne 
Memorial High School: 

Your children are not getting the edu­
cation they deserve. Crowding two high 
level Spanish classes using radically dif­
ferent curricula into one room with one 

LETTERS 

teacher during the same time span is not 
educationally sound. Yes, the contract 
allows the administration to overload 
a class with 38 students, but that's not 
what you should be getting for your tax 
dollars and that's not how your students 
or their teacher should be treated. This 
is not a passive college lecture class 
whose teacher just speaks and the stu­
dents listen and take notes. This is an 
active participation class with the goal 
of speaking, understanding, reading 
and writing another language with ever 
increasing facility — students can't just 
go to a textbook to correct their accent 
or to verify that the vocabulary they're 
using means what they think it does. 

Even the language lab only holds 33 
students at functioning computers on its 
best days, and with languages and the 
work done at the advanced level, sharing 
isn't a viable option. Having taught those 
levels myself at the same high school 
(I taught at Wayne High and retired 
in 2006), I know what passing the AP 
test requires and what the rewards are 
for students and parents. And I was 
fortunate that I had separate classes 
so I could give eachlevelmy undivided 
attention. 

I know also that the current teacher 
goes home every day in a state of 
extreme frustration because she feels 
she is not able to really do justice to your 
children's education, and, believe me, 
that is her goal. She tries splitting the 
class, putting one group in an adjacent 
room or in the hallway while the other 
class is speaking or having her undivid­
ed attention on the writing, grammar or 
other language issues. Supervision then 
becomes a problem as few high level 
classes have aides — nor should an aide 
replace the expert. The solution offered 
her as choosing four students to drop. 
She said "no." Since they had studied so 
many years to get to this level, she would 
do her best for them — not that 34 stu­
dents in the split class would have even 
solved the major problem. 

One size does not fit all — please help 
change this situation. 

Lynne Elsesser 
Northviile 

Supports Corriveau 
State Rep. Marc Corriveau has done a 

stellar job in his first term representing 
his constituents. 

He has initiated a plan that passed 
the House which rewards businesses 
that hire Michigan residents. His "Hire 
Michigan First" initiative encourages the 
economic growth our state desperately 
needs. 

He has fought to increase funding for 
public education and supported legisla­
tion that ensures our 9-1-1 emergency 
communication system is fully funded. 
He voted to cut legislative pay and voted 
to protect homeowners from foreclo­
sures by allowing homeowners to refi­
nance their loans at a secure fixed rate. 

His vigorous fight in the legislative 
arena to protect Northviile Township 
from losing land by annexation to 
Livonia contributed to the defeat of that 
proposal in the primary. 

Marc Corriveau has been moving our 
state and community forward. I want 

to see the momentum continue and that 
is why I endorse his re-election to the 
Michigan House of Representatives. 

Jim Amar 
Plymouth Township 

What have we become? 
My daughter is a third-year teacher in 

the Wayne-Westland schools. Just before 
school started this year, she came home 
from a teachers union meeting disen­
chanted and embarrassed at the unpro­
fessional behavior of her colleagues. She 
explained the conduct as incomprehen­
sible and was shocked at the theatrical 
approach the union leadership from 
Lansing took when addressing the mem­
bership. They had total disf especTfotT"" 
the Board of Education, community and 
students. 

Where was the caring, nurturing 
culture the teachers like to brag about? 
I think their true colors came out loud 
and clear. Especially when the union 
leadership was promoting an illegal 
strike. What message does this send 
students? Break the law when it fits your 
own needs. Come on! 

Even more appalling was that state 
Rep. Richard LeBlanc took the stage 
and promoted an illegal strike at the 
meeting. What business does a state 
representative have at a union meeting 
promoting an illegal strike? What has 
our legislature become? 

All my daughter wanted to do is teach 
and not be subjected to all this non­
sense. She cares and loves children. She 
is committed to the education of the 
children in Wayne-Westland. She also 
is very thankful and happy with her job, 
salary and benefits that come with it. 
In my humble opinion, it is time for the 
outsiders to leave town and take their 
agenda and trouble-making elsewhere, 

Wayne-Westland schools have served 
my family well, and I am here to stay. 

Joan Washburn 
Westiand 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may-edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Cay* 

(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 

"Sheldon is residential. It's not supposed to have 26,000 cars a day." ' 

- Victor ia Holland of Wayne County's Depar tment of Pufaiic Services, discussing t h e $ 4 . 5 million project t o revamp 
the Sheldon Center corridor, which calls for el iminating the portion of Sheldon Road near Gal l imore E lementary 
School 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
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Librarians lead the way in 
keeping information free 
You may not think of librarians as a radical 

bunch, but they're on the forefront of free 
speech efforts in the U.S. and beyond. 

Banned Books Week: Celebrating the Freedom 
To Read, is Sept. 27 to Oct. 4 this year, as a book­
mark from the Plymouth District Library remind­
ed me. 

Banned Books Week: Celebrating the Freedom 
To Read is observed during the last week of 
September each year, according to the Web site of 

the American Library Association 
.(ala.org). Observed since 1982, the 
event reminds Americans not to 
take the freedom for granted. This 
year marks BBW's 27th anniver­
sary. 

BBW is sponsored by the 
American Booksellers Association, 
American Booksellers Foundation 
for Free Expression, American 
Library Association, American 
Society of Journalists and 

Authors, Association of American Publishers, 
National Association of College Stores, and is 
endorsed by the Center for the Book in the Library 
of Congress. 

Pat Thomas, director of the Plymouth District 
Library, pointed with pride to library displays on 
Banned Books Week and librarians5 lapel buttons 
saying "I read banned books." 

"It's amazing what people try to ban," she said. 
"The Bible, a lot of things you consider great lit­
erature." 

Plymouth has a formal process for challenge 
in which librarians review material, checking 
with neighboring libraries in Livonia, Canton, 
Northville and Farmington. "A lot of it is a com­
munity standard," Thomas said. 

Infrequent challenges have come up, but 
Plymouth has never removed material. A book 
may go from children's to teen, or from teen to 
adult. "The library has things for all kinds of 
tastes and all kinds of sensibilities," said Thomas. 

She likes to ask those who object to material 
what they'd like to include. "I'd rather have more 
points of view rather than fewer," she said. "If we 
start narrowing it down, then we close people 
out." 

The Canton Public Library's Laurie Golden, 
marketing and communications manager, said 
there are book displays, posters and bookmarks 
for Banned Books Week. "It's going to be featured 
on our Web site," www.cantonpl.org, she said. 

"Every once in a while, we get a request for 
someone to look at materials. It's not a big issue 
here," Golden said. Like Plymouth and other 
libraries, there's a process for reviewing materials 
some find offensive. 

Librarians select materials appropriate for the 
community, allowing for a plurality of viewpoints. 

"We really do try to do that. Because Canton is so 
diverse, we really do have a wide range of materi­
als here," Golden said. 

Kim Potter, Redford Township District Library 
director, said Wixom where she previously was 
did displays. "Occasionally" the issue arises in 
Redford. Some parents were concerned about a 
video their young teen daughter viewed involving 
cutting. "It doesn't come up very often. I think the 
Internet has kind of taken its place as far as par­
ents being concerned," Potter said. 

Redford adult, children's and teen librarians 
strive for "all sides of a topic, based on what they 
have available. I would call our collection broad 
and deep," she said. "They're very tame nowa­
days," she added of The Catcher in the Eye and 
other classics that have been challenged. 

At the William P. Faust Public Library of 
Westland, Director Cheryl Napsha said book ban-
ning's not an issue "that I've ever heard" locally. 
The Westland library will have a teen event for 
Banned Books Week 6-7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 29. 

"They're going to read banned books out loud," 
Napsha said. The teens should sign up and pick a 
passage ahead of time. 

"We wanted to make sure it was appropriate," 
she said, adding you can call (734) 326-6123 for 
sign-up details. 

"The best books are thought-provoking. I think 
sometimes adults are afraid of what a book might 
inspire, what kind of thinking or challenging 
thoughts," Napsha said. 

She agreed not every book is right for every 
reader; it's best for parents to be aware "of the 
literature themselves and guide their child's read­
ing." 

"Intellectual freedom is really the foundation of 
a public library," Napsha said. "We're here to pro­
vide all sides, answers to an issue, and we're not 
supposed to judge." 

She's concerned by "the fear that seems to be 
behind a lot of the banning." "I think it's really 
the cornerstone of our country, giving people the 
freedom to think on their own. That's really the 
fundamental definition of a democracy," she said. 

Plymouth's Thomas noted "I don't know that 
you see the polarization in the library." Librarians 
are there in person, there's safety to explore1' 
views and respect for views. "So you don't get 
the extremely emotional kind of environment," 
Thomas said. 

The "information explpsion" has benefited from 
professional librarians who help us sort through 
the heavy load of information out there these days. 
It's also time to salute librarians for their efforts to 
keep free speech free and alive. 
Julie Brown of Plymouth Township is presentation editor of 
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. She can be reached at 
(734) 953-2111 or via e-maii at jcbrown@hometownlife.com. 

Culinary Extravaganza 
features area's best foods 

Ken Abramczyk 

Since I've switched from editing 
Feature sections to the news sections 
of the Livonia and Redford Observer 

at the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 
it's been an adjustment for me in getting 
used to new deadlines and new staff. It 
isn't a drastic one, because I worked in 
news for almost 15 years before going to 
Features. 

One of the perks of 
working in the Features 
sections was covering the 
Culinary Extravaganza 
at Schoolcraft College in 
Livonia. 

And now that I'm edit­
ing the news section for 
that community, I'd like to 
take the liberty to expand 
on that event. Now in its 
17th year, its proceeds 
help support scholarships 

for Schoolcraft students. This year it is 
scheduled from 2-5 p.m. Sept. 28 at the 
VisTaTech Center. 

The event represents a Who's Who of 
the school's culinary graduates, some of 
the best chefs in metro Detroit. 

Year after year, Schoolcraft's culinary 
graduates return to "give something 
back" to the college to support scholar­
ships. The graduates range from Steve 
Allen of Steve & Rocky's of Novi to 
Randy Emert of Great Oaks Country 
Club in Rochester. Chef Brian Polcyn, 
chef/owner of Five Lakes Grill in 
Milford and the recently opened Forest 
Grill in Birmingham and co-author 
of Charcuterie, The Craft of Salting, 
Smoking and Curing, a James Beard-
nominated book, often presents some of 
that charcuterie namely his chicken sau­
sage, also highlighted in the book. Then 
there's The Farm Restaurant in Port 
Austin, owned by certified master chef 
Jeff Gabriel, a graduate of the Culinary 
Institute of America, who along with 
Polcyn teaches at Schoolcraft. 

Kelli Lewton, owner and chef at Pure 
Food 2 U in Royal Oak and food instruc­
tor, is another graduate of the program. 
Holiday Catering & Cooking School in 
Royal Oak is led by Stacy Sloan, another 
graduate. 

Joe's Gourmet Catering & Events, an 
expanded operation at Joe's Produce in 
Livonia, has hired several Schoolcraft 

Year after year, Schoolcraft's culinary 
graduates return to'give something back' 
to the college to support scholarships. The 
graduates range from Steve Allen of Steve & 
Rocky's of Novi to Randy Emert of Great Oaks 
Country Club in Rochester, 

graduates in producing upscale carryout 
dinners, desserts and other foods. 

All of these restaurants, bakeries, 
catering services and carryouts will be 
presenting food at the extravaganza. 

There are other fine restaurants at 
the event, too. Bacco Ristorante in 
Southfield will feature its fine Italian 
cooking, and LaBistecca Italian Grille 
in Livonia often serves its tremendous 
Piedmontese beef tenderloin (one of my 
favorites) with its rich peppery flavor 
at this event. Matt Prentice's No. VI 
Chop House in Novi and Zingerman's 
Bakehouse in Ann Arbor also are part of 
the star-studded lineup. 

Of course, American Harvest at 
Schoolcraft College, the restaurant where 
culinary students sharpen their knives 
and skills, will feature its usual lineup of 
fine pastries and entrees under the guid­
ance of instructors like Shawn Loving, 
Marcus Haight, Joe Decker and Dan 
Hugelier. 

Schoolcraft is a culinary cornerstone 
of the community and it is reflected in 
this star-studded lineup of food sam­
plings. Where else can you go to sample 
these great culinary delicacies from res­
taurants and pastry shops? Beverages, 
including wines and beer, will be served 
(you must be 21 to attend.) 

It's a great event to taste great foods, 
and the money goes to a wonderful cause. 

The 17th annual Culinary Extravaganza 
is scheduled from 2-5 p.m. Sept. 28 at the 
VisTaTech Center at the college, 18600-
Haggerty, between Six Mile and Seveii 
Mile roads. 

Tickets are $50. For more information, 
call (734) 462-4518 or visit www.school-
craft.edu/foundation. 

Ken Abramczyk is the editor of the Livonia and 
Redford Observer newspapers. He can be reached 
at kabramcz@hometowniife.com or at (734) 953-' : 

2119. 
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Jack Demmer Ford 3ody 
Shop 

37300 Michigan Ave. Wayne, Mi. 48184 
(2 Miles East of 1-275 on Michigan Ave.) 

• Free Shuttle Service 
• Direct Repair For Most 

Insurance Companies 
• Theft Specialists 
• Laser Frame Measuring 

• Free Estimates 
• Free Pick up and Delivery 
• We Repair All Makes and 

Models 
• Computerized Paint Matching 

Tell Your Insurance Company 
"I want my car repaired at Jack Demmer Ford Body Shop' 

1 
Jack Demmer Ford Special 

*Free Collision Loaner 

734-721-0612 
*See store for details 

Jack Demmer Ford Special 

^Free Collision Loaner 

734-721-0612 
*See store for details 


