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Officials largely
happy with proposed

$25.3 million budget

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With the exception of the compen- -
sation of elected officials, the presen-
tation of the 2009 Canton Township
budget doesn’t vary much from the
previous year.

The proposed $25.3 million bud-
get was reviewed by the Board of
Trustees Tuesday night and there was.
some discussion as to why the sala-
ries of the township supervisor, clerk,
treasurer and trustees reflected a 2-
percent raise from the compensation .
set by the board last year.

Township Supervisor Tom Yack
said the finance department made a
mistake in factoring in a raige for the
positions and said he feels confident
the board, which will have new faces
in November, won't approve raises for
elected officials in January.

“We can’t bind them (to the lowered
amounts) but I don't know why they
would change the salaries,” he said.

The salary changes will go into
effect in November. The compen-
sation of the township supervisor
is going down from $127,073 to
$115,366. The salary for the treasurer
and clerk will fall from $103,730 to
$98,790, The compensation for trust-
ees will go from $12,537 to $12,000.

During the budget presentation,
treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter revis-
ited the decision to do away with the
$4,800 car allowance for the town-
ship treasurer and clerk saying that
the monthly allotment, even if low-
ered, is easier to manage than mileage
reimbursement.

Trustee Todd Ca,ccamo disagreed
saying that the matter had already
been decided tpon at the same time
the compensation was lowered.
Kirchgatter was the only vote against
lowering the salaries of elected offi-
cials.

With some departments reporting
savings in the form of retirements,
Yack said he's pleased with the pro-
posed budget, which is slightly Jarger
than this year’s $25.2 million budget.
Among other things it calls for a cell
block renovation at the Canton Police
Department.

“Given what’s happening around u us,
our staff did a great job,” he said.

The budget will be voted upon by
the Board of Trustees at its Sept. 30
regular meeting.

tHparks@hometowniife.com | (734) $53-2170

www.hometownlife.com
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After 26 years, Dianne Neihengen, who coordmates senior activities for Canton, is ready for retirement
that includes more time with grandkids and a part-time job.

So hard to say goodbye
After 26 years, Canton's

senior coordinator is
stepping down

BY TIFFARY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

‘When Dianne Neihengen
responded to a newspaper

- ad looking for a pari-time

senior center coordinator for
Canton Township, she didnt

~ know how hard it would be

to let go of the position 26
years later.

“Tt almost took my breath
away when I had to tell
everyone,” Nethengen said of
her announcement tp staff
and volunteers that she was
stepping down as the head
of the program. “This is a
new journey for mebutI . -

-don’t want to lose touch with

the people here because the
people are the heart of what
this program is all about.”
Neihengen's last official
day was Sept. 12, but she

has occasionally dropped by

the center to sort through .
and organize her remaining
paperwork,

“This was one of the hard-
est decisions I ever had to
make. You don't just go to
(this jols), you live it,” she
said.

Having seen the program
from its days on the 44000
block of Michigan Avenue
to its move to Summit on

the Park in 1996, Neihengen-

says she hadn't planned on
leaving the center but decid-
ed this was the right time
to move ou after learning
of a part-time position as a
Christian services coordina-
tor with Qur Lady of Victory
in Northville.

With her two small grand-
children living in Texas,

Nethengen says the new job

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Dianne Neihengen has worked
with Canfon's senjors for a
quarier century. If you have

a great story about her, we'd-

| iove to hear about it.

Send Editor Kurt Kuban an
-e-mail at kkuban@
- hometownife.com or post a
comment on our Web site at

www.hometownlife.com.

‘will allow her more time to

spend with her family.

“I kept saying no, no, no, I
can'’t retire, and then I real-
ized that I could. (The new

position) is a good fit but I'm

going to miss this place,” she
said. “Tt’s like family”

Neihengen took the reins
of the senior center after
spending 12 years as a stay-
at-home-mother to two chil-
dren. She says she felt the
position was special after
her first year.

Please see COORDINATOR, A6

Trustee
candidates

set sights on
general election

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With the primary election relegated to the history
books, those in the running to become a Canton Township
trustee say they are still knocking on doors, meeting new
people, ordermg Jawn signs

CANDIDATES FOR TRUSTEE | 20 stending community
4 events

m John Anthony Despite the advant_age

- Republican of being an incumbent, .

® Todd Caccamo Trustee Karl Zatbo said he's

- Repyblican still running his campaign

as if this was his first vent="
ture into politics. ’

“I am stil} faking the -
.a.pproach that someone is
going Home and I would not
like it to be me,” he said,
adding that he expected to receive a new batch oflawn, .
signs Friday. “The only thing that has changed (since the ™
primary) is the math,”

Zarbo, aleng with Trustee Todd Caccamo and pohtlcal
newcommers John Anthony and Pat Williams, advanced
to the general election after beating out three other
Republican candidates in August. ~

Canton resident Syed 8. Taj is campaigning as a
Democrat and Charlie Page, a longtime township resident,
will be on the ballot as a Libertarian.

Taj, who has lived in the township for two years, said
most of his campaigning has been “underground” w:th
friends calling friends.

“But now I'm ready to do the fliers and the buttons and
the lawn signs, you name it,” he said, noting that he will

® Charlie Page - L;bertanan
& Syed Taj - Democrat

| Pat Witkiams - Republican
B Karl Zarbo - Republican

_begin going door to door this weekend. “I need to ma.ke

sure people know the name and the face together.”

At a fund-raiser hosted by his supporters last week,
Williams said he’s still making connections w1th those in
the community.

" “We all have to get out there and still do the work

becanse six people are running for four spots,” he said.
P

“My desire regarding this election is that people do the
research and understand who has done what in the com- -
munity.” ‘

Anthony, who briefly paused his campaign to take a trip
to Italy with his wife, said he hasn't gotten ‘comfortable
given his advancement to the general election.

“This is just like the primary all over again,” he said.
“What we did worked well in the primary and T'm not tak-
ing anything for granted, We have spent too much time on
this campaign for me to assume P'm going to be knighted.”

Friends create virtual dinner to help toddler

Whitlock’s Miracle Fund.

BY TONY BRUSCATO

pated in their own way to send

longer than we anticipated.

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In a twist on the all-you-

can-eat spaghetti dinner, sup-
porters will be hosting a virtu-
al spaghetti dinner Saturday in
hopes of raising money to help
pay for medical treatments of
a 21-month-old toddler who is

battling leukemia.

Friends of Macaylah
‘Whitlock, the 21-month-old
daughter of Marc Whitlock
~— former director of the
Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band — will be holding a
virtual spaghetti dinner to
raise money for Macaylah

Instead of literally sponsor-
ing a spaghetti dinner ina
hall or restaurant, supporters

a donation to the fund as well
as comments and photos to
share their experience.

“As for the band parents,
I can’t thank them enough,”
be said. “It is an unbelievable

are asking families to enjoy a
meal of salad, spaghetti and
meatballs Saturday, whether
it be at home or a restaurant.
They've also included — via
e-mail — a blessing written
by Whitlock’s wife, Kellie,
who is a minister at Rosedale -
Gardens Presbyterian Church
in Livonia and mnsic selected
by Marc Whitlock, which is
available on iTunes.

After enjoying the meal with
family and friends, the group

As for Macaylah, the
Whitlocks are hopeful they've
turned the corner in the strug-
gle against leukemia.

“Macaylah is scheduled to
undergo a fifth run of chemo-
therapy next week,” said Marc
Whitlock. “Doctors think she
is on the right path. My belief
is that with time, faith, prayer
and support our daughter — by
the turn of the new year — will
be looking in the rear view
mirror of this, Doctors think
is asking for those who partici- it will happen, it will just take

thing they are doing with our
great relationship that started
as teacher to parent and has .
evolved into a lifelong friend-
ship. Iisok forward fo the
future to be able to pay it for-
ward.”

All donations, letters and
photos can be directed to
Macaylah Whitlock’s Miracle
Fund, P.O. Box 871734,
Canton, MI 48187.

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
{734) 953-2172

Friends of Macaylah Whitlock (above), the 21-month-old daughter of former
Plymouth-Canton Marching Band director Marc Whitlock, will be holding

a virtual spaghetti dinner to raise money for Macaylah Whitlock&#8217;s:
Miracie Fund.
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AROUND CANTON

On-fine classes

On-line credit recovery classes
are available through Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools’
Starkweather Education Center.
Classes are available for Algebra
1, Biology, English 10, English 11
and Geometry. The classes are
offered for grades 10, 11 and 12.
For more information, call (734)
416-4901.

St. Michael open house

St. Michael Christian School
is hosting an open house from
6:30-8 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 25.
The school nffers preschool and
elementary classes including
all day kindergarten and half
day Young Fives. As part of the
event, there will be an ice cream
social from 6-7 puan. 8L Michael
Christian School provides a
Christ-centered educatjon using
the Holy Bible, the Concordia
Publishing House study series,
and a weekly chapel service led
by the pastoral staff. Allteach-
ers are qualified and creden-
tialed,

3t. Michael Christian School
is located at 7000 N. Sheldon
Road in Canton. For more infor-

mation, call (734) 459-9720, or
visit their Web site at www.stmi-
chael-church.org,

Attention crafters

Connection Church (previous-
ly Tri-City Christian Center) is
currently accepting applications
for its Annual Holiday Craft
Fair on Dec. 6 (11 a.m .- 4 p.m.).
Connection Church is located at
3855 Sheldon Road in Canton,
north of Michigan Avenue.

For more information contact
Sharon Chefan (734) 397-1777 or
sharon@connectionchurch.info.

Salem Rocks fund-raisers

Abowling fund-raiser is
being held for the Salem Rocks
football team at 3 p.m. and 5
p-m, Sept. 21 at Plaza Lanes on

_ Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth.
The cost is $10 and includes all

bowling and shoes. Proceeds go ~

directly to help the Salem Rocks
foothall team, For more infor-
mation, contact Don Turner at
(734) 812-0504.

POW/MIA service
There will be a POW/MIA

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans |
Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx.

FIRST TIME EVER!

599

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES*

A proper dlsposal

More than 180,000 pounds of hazardous waste was collected at Canton's annual Household Hazardous Waste Round»Up, held Sept. 6 at the Division of Public
Works Building. Each vear at the annual event, residents drop off hazardous materials for proper disposal. Tofals collected this year included 16,725 gallons
of latex paint and non-regulated materials, two pails of mercury, four cubic yards of aerosol, 1,000 gallons of bulk motor oil, 2,100 galions of flammable
liquids, 140 gallons of liquid pesticide, 9,500 pounds of electronic waste, 100 gallons of torrosive material, 6,000 pounds of batteries, 0 gallons of
oxidizers and four pallets of propane. A total of 1,193 cars dropped off materials, and employees with Environmental Quality Company handled all disposal
activities. In case you missed Canton's event, the Wayne County Department of Environment will be holding a Household Hazardous Waste Coliection on Nov.
8 at the City of Westland Department of Public Services Yard, located at 37137 Marquette, just east of Newburgh Road. This free event is open to ail Wayne
County residents. For more information, call (734) 326-3936.

service at 6 p.m., Friday, Sept

19 at the Canton Veterans
Memorial west of the Canton
Township Administration build-
ing, 1150 8. Canton Center Road,
Canton. For more information,
contact John Spencer at (734)
397-8975 or johnscottdd@
yahoo.com.

.Optical

All Saints health fair

All 8aints Catholic School,
48735 Warren Road, Canton,
will host a safety and health fair
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday,
Sept. 27. Highlights for the kids
will include the Canton Fire
Department’s stnoke house, fire

" and EMS vehicle tours, face
painting, physical fitness com-
petitions, intlatables, and bicycle
safety tips. Highlights for the
adults include Blue Cross & Blue
Shield screening for blood pres-
sure, cholesterol, glucose, and
body mass index, as well as par-
ent information on child safety
and health, free car seat inspec-
tions by Canton police officers,
and child safety identification.

] Veterans homecoming

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346

B sives, spacialty lenses and lens aptlons are additional. *

Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639

mm 50 complete pair {frame & lenseg}. ncludes any frame up to $79.95 and plastic single visipn lenses. Some spatiat orders excluded. Additienal charge may be applled for strong Rx. Uthe; propras-
; =Kids* package Inclldes any frame up to $100.00, FREE warranty and pelycarbonate lenses for any child 16 and under, 'Kids' wardanty covers
& breakage and scratches or untll the syegiasses arg outgrown or the presoription changes. See Optician far details. Cannot bs combinad with any other offar, vision care plan, package pricing, or

prios ordess. Participating stores only. Woid where prohibited by law, Eye axams parformed by independent state licensed Dumurs of Optometry. Ofter ends Septermber 33, 2008.

S%, LA ;)

o5,

L
15% Off_f
319wm szggm ALL Other Brands!

Vasm:esmmnn reqlteg, Contact istises mtavmlabla mmr\!us! wmmma sunn of
ok frosuct camtact lenses 19 racelve rvggﬂ i or- mm’rw 4
Ses Optictan lo. dems ands

etivery,

CALL 1-877-JCPEYES
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HGP JGPEYES.com

Meat the
new owners. -
Darin & Dwayne

The first 25 peoplé through the door get a
FREE Gallon of Benjamin Moore Premium Paint.
‘.. Limit one galioh per household. Exciudes Aura Paints.

September 27, 2008 only

<l Meet the Ben;amm Moore Representatlves
*ﬂemphmwwmy Food & Beverages All Day -

AMINMooTs.com

43145 3

VFW Post 6695 (1426 S,

l Mill Street — just north of Ann

Arbor Road — in Plymouth)
will host an all veterans, all
wars homecoming and open
house from 1-5 p.m., Sept. 27.
All veteran organizations will
be represented. The VFW, VVA,
American Legion, Am Vets,
Purple Heart, DAV, and Marine
Corps League have been invited
and will have information on
their organizations. All veterans
and their families are welcome.
A light lunch will be served at no
charge. For more information,

«call (7349 459-6700.

Christmas assistance
program

The Salvation Army Plymouth
Corps is currently accepting
applications for Christmas
assistance for residents of
Northville, Plymouth, Canton,
and Belleville. Families in need
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VlSlt Clearly You
at our new location:

“@é " 44633 Joy Road
\ Canton, MI 48187

- Just west of Sheldon,
South Side of Joy

Same Phone Number!
734.453.7475
Microdermabrasion
‘Peels and Facials
Botox and Juvederm
' Hair Removal

Vascutouch and Microcurrent
- Clarisonic

Zeno and More

- Rosacea and
“ Acne Treatments

Emaii clearlyu@aol.com » www.clearlyyouonline.com

100

of assistance should coritact The
Salvation Army at (734} 453-
5464 to set up an appointment.
Candidates will be interviewed
on Toesdays and Fridays begin-
ning on Oct. 14 through Nov. 14.

Applicants will need to bring
picture ID for all household.
residents, proof of household
income and expenses. For more
information, please contact The
Salvation Army Family and
Community Ministries office at
(734) 453-5464.

Candidates forum

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host its candi-
dates forum at 7 p.m., Thursday,
Sept. 25 at the Cherry Hill
Village Theater,

Candidates for public ofﬁce in
the Camton area will be address-
ing questions previously submit-
ted by local voters. The theater
is located at the corner of Ridge
and Cherry Hill Roads.

Candidates participating in
the forum include those running’
for Canton Township trustee,
Canton Township supervisor,
Wayne County cornmissioner,
and state representative for the

- 20th and 21st Districts as well

as candidates for 35th District
judge.

Citizens will have the.oppor-
tunity to meet the candidates
individually and ask any addi-
tional questions after the forum .
at the Cherry Martini located
in the theater complex at 50296
Cherry Hill Road. For more
information, contact the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at (734)
453-1040.

Ann Arbor Rd. West

Joy Rd.,

K Yoo &
Hea
44633 Joy Rd.
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‘Exchange Club raising funds
for new ‘Freedom Shrines'

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Exchange Club of Canton is sell-
ing the 2009 Entertainment Book in an
effort to raise money for two new Freedom
Shrines.

The Shrines, already housed in the
Canton Township Administration
Building, Plymouth High School and
Plymouth Christian Academy, include
30 documents that have shaped the
country including the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, the Bill of
Rights and the Gettysburg Address.

The club would like to put new Shrines
in Salem High School and Canton High
School. Each Shrine costs about $1,100.

“Students have told us it'’s muclr easier
to learn about our history by looking at
the documents rather than reading about
them in a book,” said David Loveland of
the Canton Exchange Club.

The group wants to sell 200 copies of
the $20 book, which has thousands of
discount offers for restaurants, attrac-

‘The Dretroit area book features deals for
Meijer, Bailey’s, Super Bowl and Joes Crab
Shack.

“The book pays for itself becanse you
are going to get your money back when
vou use it,” Loveland said, adding that
early sales for the book have been prom-
ising, “We are already going past 100
{books sold} and we will be selling until
December. It feels good to know that our
hard work is starting to pay off.”

According to the club’s national Web
site, www.nationalexchangeclb.org, the
organization has a goal of puiting a Shrine
in each U.8. middle and high schoal.

“The disappointing part is that some
don’t understand the purpose of the
Freedom Shrines, but the joyful part is
the reaction we get from students and the
reaction we get from teachers,” Loveland
said.

To buy a copy of the Entertainment
Book, call Loveland at (734) 207-8943
or log on to www.entertainment.com/
support. For more information on the
Exchange Clab of Canton, visit www.exch-

' OBSERVER FILE PHOTQ
The Exchange Club has a goal of putting Freedom
Shrines in every high school and middle schoot.
The Canfon Exchange Club is currently raising
money to put the shrinas in Canton and Salem

Thieves make off with church

offerings at St.

ieves broke into and ran-
sacked St. John Neumann
Catholic Church over the week-
end and made off with $5,000
to $8,000, according to church
officials. The cash, donated
Sunday, was stolen before it
was counted Monday.

“A sign out front here, it
says, ‘All are welcome here,”
Tom Yoakam, 62, of Canton, a
parishioner for 30 years, said
Tuesday, just after he finished
counting $1,000 in cash from
sealed envelopes. “Obviously,
we welcome everybody here;
they were welcome. We wel-
comed them, and they took
from us.”

The thieves got in through a
maintenance room door some-
time between 9 p.m. Sunday
and 7:30 a.m. Monday, accord-
ing to police. They ransacked
shelves, files, desks and storage
areas and broke doors and win-
dows. They also took cameras

John Neumann

parties and other events.

The Rev. George Williams,
parish priest, said it could have
been worse — the thieves left
checks and they didn’t touch
the sanctuary or steal sacred
items.

Williams said St. John
Neumann will not hold a spe-
cial mass to bless the church,
but on Sunday, he'll mention
the theft and pray for those
involved.

“I'will pray they will reform
their lives-and come to their '
senses,” Williams said. “It’s not
a good life they're embarking
on. I do hope they're caught.

“The things they are steal-
ing are people’s generosity,” he
added. “The things we have are
because people of faith trust
us to support the poor and do
the work of the church. To steal
from the church is to steal from
all these people, which I think

Rk

makes the crime more severe.”
used to photograph baptisms, :

tions, hotels and entertainment venues. angeclubofcanton.org.
communions, confirmations,

high schoals.

Gannett Newspapers

“Public Notice
Public Auction of Tax Foreclosed Property

October 20, 21, 22, and *23, 2008
Internatlonal Center Building, 400 Monroe, 5th Floor
Detroit, Michigan

*If necessary

BIDDER REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 A M. AUCTION BEGINS AT 9:30 A M.

ON Oct. 20 EACH DAY THEREAFTER THE AUCTION IS SCHEDULED TO

BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M.

A $500 CASHIER'S CHECK in. U.S. funds is required per property bid payable to

the Wayne County Treasurer. A CASHIER'S CHECK must be shown at registration.
| The Wayne County Treasurer, as the foreclosing governmental unit, under Public
1 Act 123 of 1999, reserves the right to remove any property from the sale and to
| reject any and all bids. List of properties being offered and rules and regulations are

available online at:

AT AR G

.wavnecounty.comftreasurer A
Auction books will be available at the Treasurer's Office. Check website for exact

0 i
To Reserve, please send a $50 non-refundable deposit to:
I Red Robin Travel, 33006 W. 7 Mile Road, #414, Livonia, MI 48152

~ Call (313) 224-5990
RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ

I

N |

Wayne County Treasurer I o =
Office Hours:  ciy: State: |

Monday - Friday / 8 A.M.-4:30 P.M. —— Zip: Phone: : I
. i : Rooming with:__ =

i

l Email Address: <
Website: redrobintravel.com

Email: rrtravel@twimirr.com,

- Tour: Mystery/Oct, 11th-12th 2008 189/199/219
T g T e L T

' The Slide and Ne gative to
‘Digital Picture Converter

“Joe’s Se tember Spectals”

Michigan Locally Grown :chlgan Locally Gm Michigan Locally Grown
Ro Gala, Golden . .Aﬂ Purpose
Tomatoes Maclntosh > White Potatoes
Apples $ :
69¢1b ]- L 99 10s, bag .

99 N
Boarshead Dietz & Watson

Joe (4 Speczals s
Ovengold Turkey Sara Lee Bacon Lover's
Tavern Ham, Honey Turkey
Baby Swiss Cheese

Sara Lee
6.99..

Brown Sugar Ham
$6 99..
Mini Coffee
Cakes

*1.99

Assorted Varieties

%6.99 1,

Jumbo
Cookies

%6.99 ...

- Great for your
Tailgate Parties!

Come see Joe's
Bigger Better Pies!

‘ ) You asked for it and
This device converts old 35mm slides and film negatives into digital images, ot iojkegd%ﬁﬁ;yz
allowing you to easily preserve your memories without having to rely on a
conversion service. Slides and negatives are placed into a tray that aligns each
propetly; the touch of a button scans the image instantly. It has a SMP CMOS
sensor that provides 10 bits per color channel for data conversion and uses fixed
focus and automatic exposure conirol and color balance, resuiting in clear digital
images without loss of c'{uality.: It can scan images up to 1,800 dpi and uses three
white LEDs as a back light source. For photo transfers and power, it has a USB
cable (requires USB 2.0) that plugs into a PC running Windows XP (not Vista)
and includes software that allows you to edit, crop, and resize your slides as
well as convert your negatives into positives. 64" H x 3%4" W x 312" D. (1 1b.)

The Slide and Negative to Digital Picture Converter
ltem 74083 $99.95

ou will have to take
one home today!

BLT
Pasta Salad

*3.99.

Gummy
.Butterflies

$1 99.. |

Save $1.00 a Ib,

Greek
Pasta Salad

*3.99.

rJoe’s Fresh Roasted Coffee
Flavor of the Week

Pumpkin Spice

*6.99..

Maple Grove
Dressings Potato Chips

24,00 2/6.00

. Joe’s Gourmet Catering & Events HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING EXPERTS
Whether you're planning an elaborate gala, family gathering ot your home or the office holiday party...
we can make it extracrdinary!!! Enjoy yourself & simplify your holiday season with
Joe ‘s Gourmet Catering! Call our Event Planner for more information @ 248-477-4333 Ext. ‘226

Joe’s Produce
33152 W, Seven Mile + Livonia, MI 48152 www.joesproduce.com (248) 477*4333
Store Hours Mon Sat 9-8-¢ 8un 9-6 * Prices good through Sept 24, 2008

Crab Qulohe
Slice

#2.50.. 3

&) -
‘\“‘W"VVVV

Stop by Joe’s forall
your Fall Decorating
Needs! Joe’s has a
wide selection of
beautiful Mum Plants,
Pie Pumpkins, Hay
Bales & Cornstolks.

1-800-543-3366

www.hammacher.com/slide
Order by Oct. 31, 2008 to receive free shipping with special offer code 500977

Edy’s

> Ice Cream
2*7.00

Lo o

Cape Cod

Lifetime Guarantee of Complete Satisfaction.

=7 OE0BS21427

America’s Longest Running Catalog

Hammacher Schlemmer

Offering the Best, the Only and the Unexpected for 160 years.

OEDBE22126
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Mojo in the Morning: Win lunch
with the 95.5 crew at Buddy S

It’s back! most popular personalities.
The Qbserver & Eccentric/ “My interests are my wife,
Mirror Newspapers and my kids, and sports ... in that

Buddy’s Pizza “Dining with
the Stars” contest returns this
fall asking: Who wants to have
lunch at Buddy’s Pizza with
Mojo, Spike and Kyra of Mojo
in Morning?

Mgjo, along with Spike
and Kyra, wakes up metro
Detroit with some outrageous
antics. The show is known for
Spike’s “Senseless Surveys,”
“War of the Roses” and outra-
geous phone scams {the sta-
tion Web site says more than
570 people have been heck-
led, bothered and bullied by
phone scams).

Mojo, who came to Detroit
and Channel 955 in February
2000, is one of metro Detroit’s

order,” he said. “My hero is my
dad. He came to this country
from Cuba for a better life for
himself. He learned a new
language and became a doc-
tor, husband and dad. I get my
work ethic from him. He was
the biggest supporter of me
getting in radio. Without his
support, I would never made
it”

Tell us in ¥00 words or less
why you want to have lunch

Buddy's Pizza in Farmington
Hills, E-mail your entry to
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.
com by 5 p.m. Wednesday,
Qect. L.

In addition to lunch, the

with Mojo, Spike and Kyra at -

Kyra, Spike and Mojo.

winner will be treated to a

Southfield and dance exhibi-

Madonna chosen as site
for-sign Ianguage testing

Last year a law was
passed in the State of
Michigan requiring
sign language interpret-
ers to earn state Quality
Assurance (QA) certifi-
cation, In addition, any
interpreters working in
K-~12 education must pass
the national Educational
Interpreter Proficiency
Assessment (EIPA). Until
now, Lansing was the only
EIPA testing sight in the
state. Madonna University
has been approved to
administer these tests at its
main canspus in Livonia.

Rebecea Shriner, inter-
preter coordinator for
Madonna’s Office of
Disability Resources and
instructor for sign language
studies, is certified to proe-
tor the national EIPA exam

EIPA exam in the future.
“These certifications are
important to ensure that
only knowledgeable and
qualified people are inter-
preting the words of the deaf
community,” Shriner com-
mented. “Madonna’s sign
language studies program
is proud to offer convenient

testing for those performing -

this vital service.”

The Michigan QA test also
can be taken at Madonna
University, where Delores
Gariepy, Madonna sign -
language studies instruc-
tor, admuinisters the test oné
Friday a month. Upcoming
test dates are: Sept. 19,

Oct. 10, Nov. 14 and Dec. 5.
Arrangements to take the
EIPA or QA tests can be
made by calling the Division

on Deafness at 877-499-6232. -

lirno ride courtesy of Class
Plus Limo, mini-makeover
by Sebastian and Heba of
I Design Salon and Spain

L@@Kahead L CK m SALE Dearborn, $100 gift certificate

Shop now For The Holidays!? saeends9/3008 | from Reaver Diamond Co. in

at Madonna. The exam is
given in two parts, written
and performance. The writ-
ten portion can be taken

at Madonna; however the
performance portion must

Since 1975 Madonna =
University.(www.madonna.
edu) has offered the state's
only Bachelor of Arts degree
in sign language studies =
(SLS). By the year 2012, all

tion by the Fred Astaire Dance
Studio in Bloomfield Hills.

To top it off, Buddy’s will
donate $500 to Covenant
House, one of Mojo's favorite
charities.

Lockn 12-25% Savings onAll [ 5

Your Toy And Dyoll Purchases Thru Thanksgiving
ASHFORD

The Absoclute Best ‘l‘oy Sale Of The Year?

Relaxed Shoppmg! dolihospital.com for details
s BestSelection! '_ 3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley '
ey S ASESE | COURT
g N . on-Wed 10~ u
g Convenent Parkmg' Fr & Sat 10-5:30

other availa

!‘ i i o
; u«}ii!{ RS %u;: =

[+ Borolimerit restrictions way dpply. Enrollment in, or completion of, H&R Block Income Tax Course
H

I

is nefther an offer nor a puarantee of employment. **Fees for courses materials may apply. Valid at
participating locations only. Void where prohibited.

QEQ8915824
ek

Unless otherwise noted,
events are at Schoolcraft
Collegre’s Livonla campus,

L focated st 18600 Haggerty
R Road, between Six and

L Seven Mile Roads. Maps
B and directions are avallable
at waw schooleraft,
edu/maps/.

Wednesday, October |
College Night

Heprasentatvas from mrs han
8G srlleges and unkersitins wil be
an hare 19 saswer auestions end
distributs formstiong! Hergtre,

Bt - B0 pom

Brysing! Edeoglion Bullding
Adraission; Freg

titgrmalion: 7244624428 oy
adrmssinpstBestastoratl ady

Wednasday, October 8
fanayls Lyras, plano

Rutn s 1 g,

Tha radition of fras junshiime recilals a8
Behnstoratt continiss,

Praseriadicn Room ingds VisTaTeah Center
Admiiagion: Freg

ifermatien: Ti4-483 4403

R&anﬁﬁ% G@zm%m; i;‘a

’ﬁ & %fsﬁéﬁ'ﬁfﬁiﬁ ;”ﬁfféfff‘fﬁ& st %h;a Histors Fan
Traatrs it downtown Blymouth,

840 g,
fadrission: B3 dorstion i Frignds of the Perrn
Pann Thasls, T80 Perviman fusrus, Plymouin S
Informatitn 7T34-482-4403
Friday, Gctober 24

WHE Luncheon Serles
“Hiking Michigan”

From Slespng SearDunes by e Porougping
Mountaing, aulfiors Susen Wedzsland
- Bager Storm offer & "guided towr of rale in
sers of g ot seenls arsas in mh@?

bichinan's p@ﬁiﬁ@ﬁi@ﬁ

VAl g fo 130w

Biponio Boow inside VisTeTad Cender

Admbstien: 18 rapaid, holudes lunch)
feforriation: 784-482-4443

SENIOR RESIDENCE

Offer Good 8/1/08 - 9/30/08

Ask about special pricing on
bl@ aparmenfs, o

be completed at a Lansing
testing sight, where Shriner
also is a certified proctor.
The University plans to offer
performance testing for the

sign language interpreters

must have a bachelor’s degree
before taking the national i
Registry of Interpreters for
the Deaf (RID) exam. -

Call 734.451.1155 TODAY
and arrange
for a visit @

37501 Joy Road
Westland, Michigan 48185

Our4th Year! )

UNITED TEMPERATURE

8919 MIDDLEBELT » LIVONIA f.
(134 525-1930 |

Quistest Units  Affordable Pricing ¢ EZ Financing

R P EATL RV - E S S W

ifﬁng $  Qualty nstaton  Extended Warranfies f
ez FREE ESTIMATES

8621335
——_

S ___'\f""__

ACCESSORIES 34Years of Trust |, Service Savmgs

| FREE! 1 FR_EE' | FREE! |
pitmed || SEﬂm PMN I Iﬂeaﬁngﬁ?ﬁ#@endﬂ gl
umm a&m ||

| wr eapenee “ mnummqg el
l Wmm&mﬁd!tmnfm II Couwnmuﬂéenmaiﬁﬂmuﬂsem Il Gawnwmmfmmmmmim‘ ' ? ;‘

Canekba cambined wth other offers
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v
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mﬁays and Saturdays 1.
October 24/25 and :

November 7/8, 14/15

Nell Simon's

“Come Blow Your Hom”

b Presentod by the Schooloraft Gﬂfiage
& Thosire Depariment

This defightiul comedy about .
Harry Baker and the two sons who
continuslly challsnge his patisnce ia
full of rohly comic complioations that

BN prove to be unfallingly inventive ancs

b dufighiful.

Dinner Theatrs Paﬁafmaﬁm
Detobor 26125 and Noverbar 7/8

E:80 pan,
Admission: 24

Thegtrs Performances Only;
MNovembar 14118

8.0 p.m,
Admission 12
Thaatrs (LASHO) ing
y  information: 784-4624886 .

Sunday; October 16
Halloween Concert
Behvolerafl Collage Wind Enserniits aid
Synithosizer Ensembie

Sensonat favorites and g chitdren's parade nra
Highlighis of tus Tamdlediendly soncerd. Goglumas
e sheouraged.

Bdrinsion: Free: donstions aooapted ol the door
Lormrunity Room (RG 118}, Schooleral Culiegs
Ratcllf Cemtar, 1751 Radellf 51, Garden City

Informaion 7344824405
Save the date - 1

Hovember & (B30 am. - 4 5.m.) and § K

{# a.m. =4 pam ), Behooloraft Coflegs Foundation

Fal Grak Snow (734-460.4515)

HMovembisy § &t 4 oo, Schoslora!t Cellege
fhstat Union Fall Corncern (734-462-4403)
Nevamber 12 81 aoon, Logan Skelen, plsso ang

Jannter Goliz, sopane {TE4-482-4403)
Novemnber 14 of B8 pow., Jarmes Toess, ;‘3?@!?";@
(T34 40214033

Decembsr § st 1145 a.m., WRE Lunsheon Berles;
“The Farade Company™ (7T34-462-4443)

Densmber § 51 7.30 p.am, Sehooleralt Collogs Wind and Artist
Ensamblas Wintsr Concert (T34-462-2408)

Beeember 12 817 pon., Booh Pliio Honiors Reelaf

{7 3442 -4408)

Hecwsiber 12 68 7230 pawy,, Sehoolcra GCollege Juze and
Byririssizer Ensemblos Winter Congert (T34-462-4460, oy, 5217) y

Decamber 14 sl 4 pan. "A Winter's Tely” Schovloralt College -
Crorat Linlon Sunosrt (734-462:4403)

rside Liberal Ards Buliding
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Village Theater raises curtain on

. BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It's a whole new season at

Canton’s Village Theater at
. Cherry Hill.

The theater’s fifth season
kicked off earlier this month,
and promises a wide array of
shows and entertainment that
will appeal to Canton audienc-
es, as weil as draw in crowds
from putside of town. After
four years, theater officials
believe they know what people
are looking for. .

“In theqbeginning we didn't
know what people would want.
We tried everything, After
the first season, we were able
to trim back. It gets easier
each vear. We feel we know
our patrons now. We know
what they want,” said Canton
Recreation Specialist Jennifer
Provenzano.

Like in years past, there will
be a nurber of national acts
coming to the Village Theater,
including the The Lettermen
and the political satire com-
edy troupe The Capitol Steps.
However, because of budget
constraints (the theater’s fund-
ing has been cut), there will be
more of a focus on regional and
local performances.

According to Canton Arts
Coordinator Jennifer Tobin,
who manages the theater, there
will be three basic levels of pre-
sentations this year: national
acts, regional/local produc-
tions, and local artists.

“Our programming is strong
on all three,” she said. ‘

The third component — local
artists — is something the pro-
grammers are really trying to
develop into the backbone of the
theater — something that was
envisioned when the theater
concept was developed years
ago. Canton Township, which
owns the theater, is trying to
partner with local groups, such
as Orchestra Canton, Canton
Community Band and Spotlight

| LOCAL NEWS |
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Local theater group Spotlight P!ayers, shown here during a performance

from last year, wilt perform “Hello Dolly" beginning tomorrow night and
running through Oct. 5 (visit www.canton-mi.org/villagetheater for dates

and times).

tiple datas and times)
Two for the Road, Oct. ¢
Jazz Café; Oct. 18

The Lettermen, Oct. 24

ton-mi.org/vilfagetheater

UPCOMING SHOWS AT VILLAGE THEATER
B Spotlight Players praduction of ‘Hello, Dolly, Sept. 19-0ct. 5 (mul-

W jan Krist and the Finkbeiner Brothers, Oct. 3
Comedian Mike Green, featuring Bob Phillips, Oct. 11
Ramblin’ River Road Show:; Oct. 18

Canton Concert Band: Haunted Horns 4 - Benefit Concert, Oct. 25
Choral Connection in Concert, Oct. 26

To purchase tickets for these or any shows, or for more information on
the Yillage Theater's fifth season, call (734) 394-5460 or visit www.can-

“We're trying to move in the
direction where these groups
are self-sufficient,” Tobin said.
“We will share the risk by shar-
ing the ticket sales.”

The new season, which
runs through May, will fea-
ture plenty of music, comedy
and theatrical productions,
as well as community staples
like the Martin Luther King,
Jr. event in January and the
International Festival in
February. Orchestra Canton’s

China will take place in March
and is sure to be a season high-
light. : ‘
The theater will also feature
a couple of ongoing series,
including the popular Murder
Mystery Dinner Theatre, which
features a full meal along with
the entertainment, and a regu-
lar comedy series that will fea-
ture local and regional come-
dians, including Mike Green,
who will perform Oet. 11.
“There’s something for every-

Comedian Mike Green will perform
Oct.n. " ' :
soned arts appreciator will find
some things to their liking as
well,” Tobin said. )

For the theater’s complete
schedule and ticket informa-
tion, call the theater at (734)

a Nlew seaso

R

Fusion Festival: From Canton
to Canton — The Music of

Players, to help allay the costs of
operating the theater.

one. There are things for the

_ ) 3945460 or visit www.canton- Susan 0'Rourke and Zig Zeitler will perform Jan. 17 as part of the Smokin’
family and kids, and the sea-

mi.org/villagetheater. Sleddog Records Music Festival.

Cypher Research is conducting a confidential
market research study on behalf of a major
product development company with people

who purchase incontinence products.

440" |

24-MONTH TERM CD

The study would involve participating in
a 90-minute focus group led by a
professional moderator.in our
Canton, Michigan office.

3.75%

HIGH YIELD SAVINGS BALANCES
OF $100,000 UP TO $499,999.
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Invest in your future with Fifth Third Bank. You'll get more of what
you save, so you can rest easy. Plus, it's available at your nearest
Fifth Third Bank, so it’s convenient. Give us a calt at 1-877-579-5353

or visit 53.com fo see what we can do for you.

pi 1 I
3 i s
: T
s SRR

As a token of our appreciation
for your time, you will be compensated

There are no sales or clinical tests involved,
we are only interested in your opinions. J

.FIFTH THIRD BANK

™

The things we do for dreams:

Deposit balances are insured up to the maximum amount permitted by law. Please visit www.fcic.gov for insrance coverage fimitations. Annuai Percentage Yields
(APY) accurate as of (19/10/08. Fifth Third reserves the rightto refuse any deposit, *A Rifth Third checking account istequired 16 receive the stated rate, (D rate does not
apply to batances currently on depostt with: Fifth Third Bank. $5,000 rinimum depostt required to open. Peralty for early withdrawal, Not avalable for commerdal
and nonprofit accounts. **Batances from $0.01to§24,999 eam an APY of 0.50%. Batances of $25,000to $49,999 earnan APY of 2.00%. Balances of $50,000 t0 $39,999

Limited spaces are available...
so if you are interested in participating

i iy aarn an APY of 3.00%. No interest Is palcd on portions of vour hatance of $500,000 or more, APYS may vary by market. Rate may change after the account is opened.

please Ca" tOday tO see If yOU quath' Fees may reduce samings. $50 minimum deposit reguired to dpenan accaunt, §25 fee ifaccount is closed within 180 days of opening, Fith Thir Bank pays theabove v

Sl i o o LR s stated APY only on that portion of the balance within the specified tier. The Anrual Percentage Yietd Earned (APYE) during a statement period is ar arnualized rate -

that reflects the relationship between the daily batances and the amount of interest actually earned on the account withinthe applicabie tier(s}, Please contact your
o nearest Fifth Third Banking Canter for complete details. Fifth Thizd Sank, Member FDIC,
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coonnIN AT“R the Sounds of Canton, likened

' Neihengen to an octopus “with
FROM PAGE Al tentacles everywhere.”

“It started to define our fam-
ily’s calendar,” she said, add-
ing that her ¢hildren and her
husband of 39 years, Bill, were
supportive of her new career.
“The program became a part
of our lives.”

At the beginning of her
tenure, the senior center was
getting about 600 visitors a
month, since that time, that
number has quadrupled. The
program, designed for those
age 55 and older, is a hub for
seniors with varying needs.

“We have some people that
come everyday, some that
come in just for lunch and oth-
ers that come only for special
events,” Neihengen said, add-
ing that she is most proud of
the “character and caliber” of
the center'’s programming.

Bernice Russian, director of

Check us out on

“One person can't do every-
thing that she does but she has
managed t6 do it,” she said.
“Sheisadoll and she hasa
heart for seniors, Everybody
working with seniors doesn't
have a heart for seniors, but
she truly cares and treats
everyone like family.”

Wiping a few tears from her
eves, Neihengen recalls several
public service programs that
the center has done and says
“this is not just a taking place,
it’s a giving place.”

In at effort to remain con-
nected, Neihéngen has already
joined a couple of the center’s
groups, including the Pioneers.

“TI've already been invited to
play cards and go on trips,” she
said with a grin.

*This was the greatest Job in
the world and it wasn't easy to
Jeave.”

the Web everyday

at hometownlife.com

Core Rhythms Creators

fulia Powers
12 time U.S. Champion
&

Joanna Kitnitz

Walker fills vacancy on W-W school board

BY SUE MASON
" OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Shawna Walker got far fewer
votes than when she ran in the
May school election, but the
Westland resident got more
than enough Monday evening
to become the newest member
of the Wayne-Westland schiool

board.

" The school
board voted
5-1to appoint
Walker to fill
the vacancy
created by the
resignation
of Frederick
Weaver last
month. Board
Secretary
Cindy Schofield cast the lone
dissenting vote.

“I'm overwhelmed,” said
Walker about the appointment.
“I'm excited and I look forward
toserving on the board. It's
such an honor.”

‘Walker was one of four resi-
dents interviewed by the school
board during a special meeting

Walker

SUBWAY © restaurants is celebrating the
GRAND OPENING, Sept, 19-20,ofanew |
store location. Please stop by and welcome us to-
the community. We look forward to meeting you.

oat fresh=

17927 Haggerty Road * Northville
(Next to Noodles & Co.) )
 248-244-2070 » Fax: 248-334-2074

e

Core Rhiythms is 1
that uses sexy Latin dance moves to raise your
“heart rate, while toning and tightening your
entire core. You'll be swept away while

Announcing!-

NOW AT Arthur MUI’I‘&Y!

Losing inches has never been so fast

Certified Core Rhythm instructors are ready,
exclusively at Arthur Murray Dance Studios.
Call today and schedule your first session,

FIRM UP FAST

getting a 360° total core workout.

CALL TODAY

- that her goal, once she gets into

Meonday evening,

Also interested in filling the
vacancy were Lori Mirales-
Smith of Westland, Jack Garret
Jr. of Wayne and Bhagwan
Dashairya of Westland. A fifth
resident, Donna Chapman of
Westland, withdrew from the
process.

In an interview prior to the
voting, Walker told the school
boeard she decided to try for the
appointment because “I hon-
estly want to make a change in
the district.”

*I think I can bring a new
way of thinking to the board,”
she said.

« Walker also told the board

The selection of Shawna
Walker as the new Wayne-
Westland school board trustee
did not set well with one of the
four hopefuls.

Following the vote, Bhagwan
Dashairya told the board that
he felt it had not fulfilled its -
responsibility to the communi-
ty by not considering education
and experience.

“T'm disappointed, I thought
I had the necessary qualifi-
cations,” said the Westland -
resident, “I thought I had the
necessary experience to work
in the public arena. Something
must have motivated you to
select as you did.”

A management consul-
tant, the Westland resident
holds two bachelor’s degrees
— one in mathematics, phys-
ics, chemistry from Allahabad

her role as a board member,
was to make sure students get
the education they deserve.
Saying that she sees improve-
ment in every area, including
test scores, she cited the budget
is the No: Lissue facing the
district. It will remain the top
priority even if the economy
changes, she added.

“I think we have a good University and one in mechani-
school district,” she said. “Llove cal engineering from Banaras
this school district.” Hindu University, both in

A former Ford Motor Co. India — a master of business

administration in business
management from Davenport

employee, Walker is employed
as an optical technician and

'Disappointed’
questions board selection

candidate

University and a master of sci-
ence and doctoral degrees in
mechanical engineering from
the University of Mississippi.

Several of the board
members responded, tell-
ing Dashairya that Walker’s
involvetnent in the May school
election played into their deci-
sion.

“I think because Shawna
ran and was in third place, a
lot of voters wanted her here,”
said Trustee William Gabriel,
who finished 55 votes ahead of
Walker in the May election.

“I thought she should be
on the board,” Trustee Steve
Becher added. “She took the
initiative to get on the ballot
and run for office, AsfarasT |
know, no one else did that.”

“Tt takes more than specific
qualifications,” said board Vice
President Skip Monit. “You are
all qualified and all degerve a
seat on the board, but we could
only appomt one., Her partici-
pation in the Tast election went
farther than that”

is a student at Henry Ford
Community College. She and
her hushand, Dwayne, have
four children. She has helped

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
~ CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

Happy Hounds
“now offers....

Cage-Free
Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-iike environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
irained and loving staff memberl

Doy Pay Gare * Boarding * Training Elasses
Visit our wehsite for details - Rumba

1 you &re at work, on vacation,
HagtY, Houngo

or traveling for business, we are at wark
caring for your loyal friend & companion

Leok in on thent on our LIVE Doggie Wek Cams!

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. = Plymouth, Mi 48170
- Dog Day Care | www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!"

her children’s school. She also
volunteers with Looking for My
Sister, a domestic violence pro-

“Catching a snooze
at Happy Hounds
" is fun!” _

OEQNSG21963

gram, and is active in the wom-
en’s ministry at her church, the
Pure Word Missionary Baptist
Church in Detroit.

Walker had campaigned
in the May school election,
finishing just 55 votes behind -
Trustee William Gabriel.
Daghairya also was a candidate
in the election, finishing fifth
with 230 votes,

Walker will serve until June
30, 20009. She has told the
board that she will seek elec-
tion to the seat in next May's
school election. She said she
plans to talk to as many of
the board members as pos-

“sible prior to her first meet- ~

ing Monday, Sept. 22, when a
ceremonial swearing-in will be
held.

“I want us all to work togeth-
er to keep this district moving
forward,” she said.

“I'm really excited, I'm
really looking forward to
this.”

smason@hometownlife.com
{734) 9532112

The world’s most techno
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Introducing CurvesSmart:

advanced workout for women.

logically-

Curves

INTRODUCING
Smart

10 time internationai Champion .Aﬂk u
BauceSpon urray
F 1 K % 8 Franctigsed Dance Studios

-NO Contracts! NO Monthly Payments! NO Membership Fees! ~——

Pay only for the sessions you use! Call now to schedule your FREE introductory workout!

Classes Every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 9:30am
Starting September 30th. prop-ins welcome.

Arthuar

M urray

Franchised Dance

42000 Six Mile Rd., Suite 250 * Northville

(hetween Northville Rd. & Haggerly)

248.349.1133

CurvesSmart is programmed with your body's own information then
adiusts and monitors every workout, All you have to do is "go for green”-
the green light that means you're working out at the pace that will get
you to your fitness goals. Join the revolution. Call today and see just how
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Be prepared with videos and

insurance when disaster strikes

‘e have all seen the
devastation caused

by Hurricane Tke. We
are lucky to live in an area
that doesn’t experience the
same natural disasters as
other parts of the country. We
do, however, have our share

of severe weather and the
result of those storms can be
catastrophic. Last weekend,
high winds in Plymouth and
Livonia and flooding through-
out the metro area showed we’
are not immune from nature’s
wrath.

Itis important to do all we
can to reduce the financial
effects caused by natural
disasters.

As part of good personal
financial planning, there are a
few simple things to reduce the
financial impact of a storm.

The first is to have a cur-
rent up-to-date inventory of
the contents of your home. I
recommend a video inventory.
Even though the majority have
homeowner’s insurance, it is
important to document loss.
Video documentation provides
strong evidence.

It’s hard to remember every-
thing that you own. Video
inventory is an effective way
to remind the homeowner of
his/her contents. I find video
much more effective than
photographs because it offers

a three-dimen-
sional view of
your property.
In addition,
the homeown-
er can add
audio to high-
light certain
aspects of their
home.

Record cop-
ies of apprais-
als or other
receipts of significant pur-
chases. Remember, the pur-
pose of the video is to provide
proof to an insurance com-
pany of losses and to remind
the homeowner of his/her
contests.

It is important to store the
video in a location other than
your home. For the tech-savvy,
there are many Web sites
available to store the informa-
tion. If, however, you're not
tech-savvy, keeping a copy in
your safety deposit box is a
good alternative.

And while taking inven-
tory, it's also an excellent
time to review homeowner’s
coverage. All too often, peo-
ple renew their homeowner’s
coverage when it comes due.
They never look at updating
coverage. i

Al homeowner’s insurance
is not the same. There are dif*
ferences between the compa-

Mony attrs

Rick Bloom
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'nies and those differences can

affect the coverage, so it pays
to shop around. ‘

For the majority of people,
a house is the single largest
investment they will make, so
it is important to have proper
coverage.

Remember that the lowest
bid on insurance is not nec-
essarily the best one. If you
can obtain better coverage
at a lower price, that is fine.
However, price is only one fac-
tor. One of the most important
issues is how the company
handles claims. You can have
all the coverage you want, but
if you can't collect when there
is a claim, the policy is worth-
less.

Whenever I buy any type of
insurance, I use the Internet
to research how the insurance
company pays clainds,

Mother Nature’s fury can
arise at any time, so it is
important to protect yourself
and that includes having an
up-to-date video inventory
and homeowner’s policy.

Rick Bloom is a fee“only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.

You can hear Rick from noen to 3 p.m.

Sundays on WDTK-AM {1400),

£/ SAL, SEP‘I‘. 27" 10 AM-3 PM |
Faaf@ry Reps On Hand

10 Answer Al
Your Questions

lesef join the Detroit ared’s

mst estemﬁd business and community leaders
at Madonna University's

Thursday, Oct. 2, 2008
The Ritz-Carlton ~ Dearborn

Special Guests

Apostolic Pro Nuncie Most Reverand Pietro Sambi
Cardinals Adam Maida and Fdwund Szoka

Proceeds will be Id‘edicated to two new endowed chairs:
Bishop John M. Quinmn,

| Chair for Catholic Studies

o , Sister Mary Francilene Van de Vyver, CSSE

' " Chair for Human Dignity and Caring

Signature Sponsorship Table: $3,000
Madonna Support Table: $2,500
Individual Seating: $500 each

| or table reservations and corporate sponsorships call 734-432.5838

POFTR EARY SAATH. Just put'your money into a Citizens Bank

high-vield CD to make more. That's smart.

TO FIND THE CITIZENS BANK LOCATION NEAREST YOU,
VISIT CITEZENS R ARG, ﬁf‘f{{m

CALL BOO-444-6989,

*the Aamml Percantage Yield 1APT] 15 vaild as of 971408, $1.000 mintmum deposit sequined 16 open e acaouat. Offer valid only on new
secounts. Subistantial penalty for eary withdrawal, Offer svsilable to individusls only and is subject fo fhange at any time. May not be
wombined with any sther cartificae of deposit offer

OEC8821813 §
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Emergency exercise

will test our readiness

What would happen if a terrorist group poisoned our
water supply, or let off some kind of dirty bomb at one of
our schools? How would our community respond? While
some might not want to think about such unthinkable
situations, these are legitimate questions that we must
face, especially with the seventh anniversary of the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks having just passed.

Canton Township and Plymouth-Canton Schools
officials will try to answer them today. And not just

- hypothetically, They will be teaming up with emergency

response officials from around the region in several
simultaneous mock exercises that will test their emer-
gency preparedness.

Plymouth-Canton staff and students will be put to the
test this morning with a hazardous material incident at
Plymouth High School that will trigger an evacuation.
All Plymouth High, students will actually participate in
the exercise and be removed from the school. At the same
time, students and staff at all the other schools in the dis-
trict will be holding “shelter in place” exercises during the
course of the day.

While the schools deal with their exercise, Ca.nton
emergency officials will be coordinating with the Detroit
Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) to deal with
a simulated chlorine leak at the waste water treatment
plant, as well as a water emergency that will cause a
shutdown of the water system to much of Wayne County.
While they won't actually shut the water service down to
the community, Canton officials will go through all the
procedures necessary to do so. They will go through all

the safety rules, as well as send personnel out to the main

valves (located at secret sites) that would cut off water to
the community.

According to Canton Public Service Director Tim Faas,
the main goal is to test all the procedures that have been
put into place since the major blackout of August 2003
exposed some inefficiencies in the way water officials
respond to emergencies, especially the lack of communi-
cation between different agencies.

Other mock exercises today will include a live burn at
the massive Marathon Oil facility in Detroit and several
terrorist attacks, including a radiological dirty bomb, in
Oakland County. Put together, it is being billed as one
of the most comprehensive disaster training exercises
ever performed in this country, and will test local, state
and federal officials, as well as American Red Cross and
Salvation Army personnel.

By the end of the day today, we will have a pretty

good idea how much we'vé 1ea.rned since Sept. 11, 2001, -

changed our world.

Deer hunters must ablde
with ban against baiting

Michigan’s annual deer hunting season will get under
way today with a special five-day antlerless-only firearm
season in areas of the state where large deer numbers
have been a problem. It will continue next weekend
with the annual youth/disabled veterans hunt, and then
archery season begins Oct. 1.

Roughly three-quarters of a million deer hunters will
take to the state’s fields and forests between now and
Jan. 1, when all the various deer hunting seasons con-
clude. During that time, they will contribute about $500
million to the state economy through the purchase of
food, lodging, transportation and hunting equipment.

One of the items many deer hunters have become
accustomed to purchasing is bait — the apples, carrots,
sugar beets, corn and other food sources hunters use to
lure deer within shooting distance. This year, however,
using such bait in the state’s Lower Peninsula is illegal.
The Department of Nitural Resources instituted the
baiting ban Aug. 25 after discovering a captive deer in
Kent County had contracted chronic wasting disease
(CWD), a fatal neurclogical smkness that causes infected
animals to quit eating.

There is no doubt that many hunters will simply ignore
or openly defy the baiting ban, which was instituted
because bait piles attract large numbers of deer into close
quarters where diseases like CWD can easily be spread.
Not only is such behavior irresponsible, it is also reckless.
If CWD becomes widespread, it could have a devastating
impact on not only the state’s deer herd, but also on the
economy as well. Too many small-town businesses rely
on the revenue produced by deer hunters to survive.

As it is, hunter numbers have been on the decline for
several years. A sick deer herd would only make this worse.

DNR conservation officers say they will be on the
lookout for illegal bait piles. Violators would be guilty of
a misdemeanor punishable by up to 90 days-in jail and
$500 in fines, and could lose their hunting privileges.

Hunters can do their part to help stop the spread of
CWD by not using bait this deer hunting season.

Observer
<) GANNET

Peter Neiﬂ

Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek
Community Editor : Executive Editor | Vice President
& General Manager
Hugh Galfagher | Marty Carry
Managing Editor -| Director of
Advertising

Richard Aginian' Pubiisher Emeritus

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.

www.hometownllfe.com

Don't lower dri_nkinq age

I am a sixth-grade student at

!Discovery Middle School and I'd like to

comment on the article from the Sept.
7 paper on keeping the drinking age at
21. T agree with the Canton Observer’s
position. The Amethyst Initiative’s posi-
tion to lower the legal drinking age did

‘not include facts on how binge drinking

would be reduced by lowering the drink-
ing age-I don't understand how this
would be effective.

For example, if I was at a college party
drinking beet, wine or liguor, I would
think I would drink the same quantity
whether I bought it myself legally or
obtained it illegally. This would not
change the discipline of knowing when -
to stop when I've had enough. I feel the -
biggest prevention to binge drinking
would be to impose consequences for
poor behavior. Singe college students
and their parents are spending huge
amounts of money on tuition, room and
board, ete., I would think the threat of
suspension, expulsion or fines would be
a fairly effective solution to control binge
drinking, :
Mitch Coral

Canton

Get library card

Today, parents make sure their kids
have the gear they need for all of their

-adtivities: Kids have uniforms for soccer,

safety helmets for bike riding and new
backpacks and binders for a new school
year, However, they might have over-
looked the most important supply of all.

September is Library Card Signup
Month, the perfect time to make sure
kids are equipped with a library card. A
library card can give kids access to free
homework help, materials to research
their papers or information for their next
book report. It can also help make life
after school more fun, with free access
to music, DVDs, the Internet and more.

Of course, library cards are not just
for kids. According to a recent house-~
hold survey by the American Library
Association, 44 percent of parents report
that they bring their children to the

. library because it gives them something

to do together. Parents can help their
children explore new interests and, at-
the same time, enjoy a family program
or pick out a best seller for themselves.
Best of all, family time at the library
won't break the bank. The library and its
resources are free with a library car,
This month, make sure your kids gear
up for school by signing up for a library
card. No matter how crammed the
backpack or a family’s schedule, there’s

always room for the smartest card of all, -

a library card. .
James Gillig
chair, Canton Library Board of Trustees

Slavens committed to
community

As a long-term resident of Canton, I
am proud to consider myself a friend
and neighbor of the Slavens family and

LETTERS

a supporter of Dian Slavens for state
representative of District 21. Dian and
her family have repeatedly proven to be
pillars of our community.

Dian is running to create good jobs

. and protect our workers. She wants to
- strengthen our schools, and she will

fight to make sure that everyone has
access to affordable health care. With
her experience as a health care profes-
sional, she has the knowledge to address
the issues that affect se many of us.
Dian is a mother, a grandmother, a

former Sunday school teacher and a

dedicated member of this community.
Dian is not a career politician; she’s a
concerned citizen who believes that she
can make a difference and improve life

‘in District 21 and across Michigan.

Please cast your vote for Dian Slavens
on Nov. 4. She will never ignore or turn
her back on the needs of the residents of
Distriet 21. '

Mary Young
Canton

Boycoft McDonald's.
Did you know the American Family

Aassociation has called for a boycott of

McDonald's, which has corporate mem-

bership in the National Gay & Lesbian
Chaicber of Commerce? “The NGLCC

_ is more than commerce,” said Buddy

Smith, AFA spokesman. “In fact, they’re
a pohtical machine with a mission of
radically changing America by rede-
fining marriage and family.” Recently,
MecDonald’s prepared a special commer-
cial sponsoring the television broadcast
of San Francisco’s June 28-29 gay pride
parade.

Don Wildmon, AFA founder, wrote
McDonald’s corporate offices earlier

. this year with a plea for the company

toremain neutral in the culture war by
disassociating from NGLCC’s Web site,
where McDonald’s is cited as a partner.
He also asked that the company with-
draw Richard Ellis’ endorsement from
the gay Web sjte. Ellis is McDonald’s
vice president of communications.
McDonald’s allegediy refused both
requests.
Still want to buy the kids a “Happy
Meal?”
Barh Schmid
Canton

It's time for change

Eight years of Republicah rule has
brought us record deficits, a $10 triilion

debt, 50 million people without health

care, runaway health care costs, an
unnecessary and costly war, mounting
environmental problems, a dangerously
warming climate, a banking and fore-
closure crisis, a crashing stock market,
falling home values, millions seeing’
their retirement savings disappear, out
of control gas prices, an unstable job
market and on and on. i’s time for real
change and new solutions to these grow-
ing problems. As much as I admire John
McCain, he is too strongly linked to

.George W. Bush and his failed domestic

and foreign policies. We cannot afford to

- continue down the road we are heading,

I believe that Barack Obama is what
this country needs to get it back on
track. The problems are enormous, but
he seems like a leader that is up to the
task. A President Obama will bringa - -
breath of fresh air and newideasto
Washington and this great country of
ours.

Sincerely,

Taj is qualified

As a former Plymouth Township
trustee (1988-92) and state represen-
tative (2000-086), I want to offer my

endorsement of Dr. Syed Taj for trustee - ‘

in Canton Township. He is a man of the

Thaddeus J, Hejka
Canton

i
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highest intelligence and sensitivity, who

will take an honest look at the issues and .

vote for the best interests of the people
of Canton Township.

We are extremely fortunate to have
such a well-qualified candidate for
trustee in Dr. Taj, who is currently the
chief of medicine at Oakwood Hospital.
What a refreshing contribution Dr. Taj
would make on the Board of Trustees
with his kindness and caring for the
citizens of Canton and his intellectual
honesty for the community.

Dr. Syed Taj has been a resident of
Wayne County for 25 years and has been

deeply involved in community activities .

in Canton Township. He is accessible,

-open,and accountable to the people for

the operation of Canton Township gov-
ernment. Dr. Taj’s highest priority is to |
brmg services 1o the citizens of Canton.”
- Tt is my hope that you will have the
chance to directly talk with Dr. Taj
at the Sept. 25 voters forum with the
Canton Chamber of Commerce. You are
encouraged to find out more about Dr.
Syed Taj on his Web. site at www.syedtaj.
com or e-mail at syedtajl@yahoo.com.
1 ask for your vete for Dr. Syed Taj on
Nov. 4.

John C. Stewart ‘

Piymouth

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the edltur
Canton Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livenia, MI 48150

Fax: ¥

(134) 5911219

E-mail;
kkuban®hometovinlife.com

QUOTABLE

“Bacause of our trainers and doctors on staff we can stabilize and feel comfortable we afe clearly within séfety

quidelines to provide appropriate response time to any kind of injuries. Booster clubs meeting with the athletic
department stilt felt a need, and we compromised by putting someone out there for varsity games only. The money

‘would come out of the concession stand funds.”

- Plymouth-Canton Schools Supt. Craig Fiegel, explaining that the district will spend $2,000 to have a Canton Fire
Department EMS unit stationed during varsity football games



http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.syedtaj
mailto:syedtajl@yahoo.com
mailto:kkub3n@hometownlife.com




