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Parents of slain soldier building outdoors retreat for wounded troops 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In one of the most remote 
corners of Michigan's Lower 
Peninsula, along a small pic­
turesque lake, a lodge has 
risen among the scented pines. 
When it is complete, it will 
cater to some very special 
clients — wounded military 
personnel in America's war on 
terror. 

The lodge, known as Blum's 
Landing, is the brainchild of 
Janet and Terry Blumberg, 
the Canton couple whose 
son, Trevor, was killed dur­
ing the early days of the 
Iraq War. In fact, the whole 
project is to honor their son, 
who was known as "Blum" 
among friends, and others 
like him who have sacrificed 
so much fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The Blumbergs hope the 
12-acre retreat in Presque Isle 
County near Rogers City will 
provide some peace and tran­
quility to soldiers who have 
been wounded — either physi­
cally or mentally. 

"I've talked to a lot of moms 
who are concerned about 
their sons. So many are com­
ing back with PTSD (post­
traumatic stress disorder)," 
said Janet Blumberg, who is 

BLUM'S LANDING 
Owners: Terry and Janet 
Blumberg of Canton 
What: A retreat in northern 
Michigan's Presque Isle County 
for "those who defend our free­
doms" 
To contribute: Visit www. 
blumslanding.org or call Terry 
at (734} 812-1500. 

BILL BRESLERi STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Terry Blumberg, the father of slain soldier Trevor Blumberg, with his son's 
dog Scrappy. 

the principal at Henry Ruff 
Elementary School in Garden 
City. "The one thing that 
moms are saying is that their 
sons are not the same as they 
were when they left. They are 
different people. This place 
will give a sense of love and a 
sense of peace." 

Trevor Blumberg, a 1999 
Salem High graduate, was 
killed on Sept. 14,2003 when 
a roadside bomb hit a convoy 
and destroyed the Humvee 

occupied by himself and three 
other soldiers. They had been 
deployed to Iraq just three 
days earlier. A member of the 
1st Battalion of the 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
he was 22 years old when he 
died. 

The Blumbergs say their son 
loved to fish and camp, and 
all things related to the out­
doors. He especially cherished 
the woods, lakes, and rivers 
of northern Michigan. When 

he first enlisted in the Army, 
he often told his parents how 
much he wanted to bring his 
fellow soldiers to Michigan for 
fishing and camping trips. 

When the couple received 
Trevor's death benefits from 
the Army, they decided to 
invest it into something that 
honored his memory and his 
wish that, if he didn't come 
back, they would take care of 
his "guys" — those he served 
with in Iraq. Blum's Landing 
is the result. 

They bought 12 acres of for­
ested land on the small, non- • 
motorized Orchard Lake, and 
have built a main house, which 
will serve as a kind of bed 
and breakfast for soldiers and 
their families. It is a placid 

Please see LANDING, A6 

Resident 
used e-mails to 
influence election 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER5 

On top of a vague law mak­
ing it a longshot to prove 
Canton Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack used his township 
e-mail account inappropri­
ately during the recent primary 
campaign, Pat Lukasck says a 
$400 fee stands in the way of 
her reading all of the e-mails 
that she believes Yack never 
should have sent. 

Lukasck, a Canton resident, 
is a member of Watchdog 
Canton, and said she is both­
ered by the support the retir­
ing supervisor gave Canton 
Township treasurer candidate 
Melissa McLaughlin during 
her campaign against Canton 
Community Foundation 
President Joan Noricks. 

During the contentious 
campaign between the two 
candidates, Yack supported 
McLaughlin. Lukasck, a 
Noricks supporter, contends 
he inappropriately sent e-mails 
from his township account 
discussing the race and influ­
encing people to vote for 
McLaughlin. 

McLaughlin, a longtime 
Board trustee, won the August 
primary. 

"It's very disturbing," 
Lukasck said, adding that she's 
read a few of Yack's messages. 
"It's obvious that he was push­
ing for Melissa to be elected 
and it's not right that he was 
using our tax dollars to push 
his agenda. This is not what we 
pay (elected officials) for." 

Yack did not return calls to 
comment for this story. 

Secretary of State spokep-
erson Kelly Chesney would 
not offer a direct comment 
on Lukasck's claims against 
Yack, but said it would have 
to be proved that the supervi­
sor violated one of two sec­

tions the Michigan Campaign 
Finance Act. Section 57 of the 
act states: "A public body or 
individual acting for a public 
body shall not use or authorize 
the use of funds, personnel, 
office space, computer hard­
ware or software, property, 
stationary, postage, vehicles, 
equipment, supplies or other 
public resources to make a 
contribution or expenditure 
or provide volunteer personal 
services that are excluded from 
the definition of contribution 
under section 4(3)(a)," 

Even though proving a viola­
tion of the Act would be tough, 
Lukasck filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request to get 
all of Yack's e-mails that dis­
cussed a range of topics center­
ing around the treasurer's race. 
Township officials responded 
by saying there are 172 e-mails 
that fit the criteria of Lukasck's 
request and put a price tag of 
$398 on printing the messages. 

An official in the township 
clerk's office said the fee is 
based off the hourly wage of 
the lowest-paid person able to 
collect the data. 

Lukasck, who says her 
FOIA request isn't sour grapes 
over Norick's defeat, said she 
believes the fee is inflated. 

"That's a lot of money," she 
said. "They know what they are 
doing." 

While holding out hope that 
"someone comes through" to 
purchase the e-mails, Lukasck 
said her efforts center around 
principle not punishment. 

"All (Yack) would get is a fine 
and a hand slap but I want our 
elected officials to know that 
this is ethically wrong," she 
said. "They should not abuse 
their power and use their office 
to intimidate people and push 
for candidates." 

tl0arks@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The creator of a Web 
site that began making 
headlines earlier this week has 
said the venture began 
as a way to bring atten­
tion to his blog, which sup­
ports Detroit Mayor Kwame 
Kilpatrick. 

Initially presented as a 
donating ground for a possible 
reelection campaign for the 
outgoing mayor, the site, 
www. kwamekilp atr ick2 014. 
org, has undergone several 
changes since Kilpatrick's 
camp reported it as a fake 
Monday. 

The creator of the site has 

not identified himself but has 
been reported by the Detroit 
Free Press as Charles Fitch, 
36, of Canton. 

The man declined an 
interview request Tuesday 
but e-mailed a statement 
that he never accepted 

any donations on behalf of 
Kilpatrick and that he can 
prove it. 

"(The site) was a web 
hoax," he wrote. "We did not 
receive any donations or mon­
ies for the Kwame Kilpatrick 
restitution fund or for any­
thing." 

The man went on to write, 
"Our blog went up to raise 
awareness to the fact that it 
was not constitutional for the 

Governor to step in because we 
believe it was too influential 
in forcing Kilpatrick's lawyers 
into accepting (an) 
unjust and unfair plea 
deal. This man had a right to 
a fair trial and his right was 
essentially taken from him as 
soon as the Governor stepped 
in." 

Monday afternoon, the 
Web site was revamped to 
remove a prominent section 
that requested donations for 
Kilpatrick. On Tuesday, a 
much smaller "donate" tab was 
added near the bottom of the 
site's home page along with the 
line: "We ask that you make a 
donation so that we can keep 
this site running." 

banjo player 
Greg Kaiser, 13, of Canton won 3rd place 
in the national 2008 Fretted Instrument 
Guild of America (FIGA) Youth competition. 
Performing on a six-string banjo, Greg 
received a superior rating and accepted 
his award from the FIGA vice president 
after he performed with his family band 
at the Great Lakes International Banjo 
Convention in Dearborn on April 26. The 
FIGA competition for youth was open to 
all musicians 18 and under who play any 
type of fretted instrument. Greg has been 
piaying guitar and the six-string banjo 
guitar for more than four years. He is a 
member of the Next Generation Banjo Band 
and the Silver Strings Dulcimer Society, 
and also performs with his family in the 
Kaiser Family Band. He will be a featured 
performer at the Banjorama in Flint on 
Sept. 13 (www.flintbanjoclub.com). 
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service 
There will be a POW/MIA 

service at 6 p.m., Friday, Sept 
19 at the Canton Veterans 
Memorial west of the Canton 
Township Administration 
building, 1150 S. Canton Center 
Road, Canton. For more infor­
mation, contact John Spencer 
at (734) 397-8975 or john-
scott44 @yahoo. com. 

All Saints health fair 
All Saints Catholic School, 

48735 Warren Road, CanLon, 
will host a safety and health fair 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 27. Highlights for the kids 
will include the Canton Fire 
Department's smoke house, 
fire and EMS vehicle tours, 
face painting, physical fitness 
competitions, inflatables, and 
bicycle safety tips. Highlights 
for the adults include Blue 
Cross & Blue Shield screening 
for blood pressure, cholesterol, 
glucose, and body mass index, 
as well as parent information 
on child safety and health, free 
car seat inspections by Canton 
police officers, and child safety 
identification. 

Antique appraisal clinic 
The Canton Historical 

Society is hosting another 
DuMouchelle Antique 
Appraisal Clinic from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Saturday, Sept. 27, at the 
Cherry Hill School (corner of 
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads). 
By appointment only, and limit­
ed to three hand-carried items. 
The cost is $10 for each verbal 
appraisal and $15 for each writ­
ten appraisal. To schedule an 
appointment, call (734) 254-
0729. All proceeds benefit the 
Canton Historical Society. 

The Best of Broadway 
Orchestra Canton will pres­

ent "The Best of Broadway" at 8 
p.m., Sept. 13 at Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill. The show will 
feature "Broadway" favorites 
featuring the Canton Concert 
Band and the Spotlight Players. 
Ticket for the show cost $25 and 
can be purchased in advance at 
(734) 451-2112, or at the theater 
box office prior to the show. 

Junior Miss 
Plymouth-Canton Junior 

Miss is looking for Senior High 
School girls who reside in 
Plymouth or Canton to partici­
pate in the 2nd annual Junior 
Miss Scholarship Program. 

There is an orientation meeting 
at 6 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 21 at 
the Westland Friendship Center 
located at 1119 Newburgh Road, 
Westland. Bring a parent along. 
If you have any questions you 
can contact Marissa Sarnecky 
at (313) 215-3512 or e-mail at 
pcjrmiss@yahoo.com. 

The Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill kicks off the All About Jazz 
Cafe', a monthly jazz experi­
ence featuring the Tony Ruda 
Quartet in partnership with 
the Michigan Jazz Society, on 
Saturday, Sept. 13. This inti­
mate concert will be held in the 
Biltmore Studio. Tickets are $17 
and all seating is general admis­
sion. 

Additional Jazz Cafes have 
been scheduled monthly on 
the following dates: Oct. 18; 
Nov. 8; Dec. 6; Jan. 17; Feb. 14, 
2009; March 21; and April 25. 
Purchase tickets for all eight 
shows for $120. For more infor­
mation, or to purchase tickets 
visit www.canton-mi.org/vil-
lagetheater. Tickets can also be 
purchased at Summit on the 
Park by phone at (734) 394-
5460 or in person. 

Canton Chiefettes events 
The Canton Chiefettes pom 

pon teams present "Dancin' 
thru the Decades Variety 
Show" at 1:30 p.m. and 7p-m., 
Saturday, Sept. 20 at the Salem 
High School Logan Auditorium. 
Tickets are on sale now for $5 
and are available from Chiefette 
team members and parents or 
can be purchased for $6 at the 
door on show day. For more 
information visit our Web site 
www.cantonchiefettes.com 

The Canton Varsity Chiefettes 
are holding a kids pom pon 
clinic from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Sept. 13 at the Canton High 
School gym. The clinic is open 
to children ages 5-14. Pre-reg-
istration is now open on the 
Chiefettes Web site at www. 
cantonchiefettes.com or contact 
Chiefette parent, Sarena Bouse, 
at microbousel@comcast.net. 

Cost is $35 per child and 
includes a T-shirt and snack. 
Discounts are available for 
additional siblings. Parents are 
invited to come see their daugh­
ters perform at noon on the day 
of the clinic. All girls attending 
the clinic will be invited to per­
form at the Canton Chiefettes 
Variety Show on Saturday Sept. 
20 and at a Canton Varsity foot­

ball game. Pre-registered par­
ticipants should arrive between 
8:30-9 a.m. Same day registra­
tion is also available at 8:30 
a.m. but enrollment is limited 
to the first 100 participants. 

Christmas assistance 
The Salvation Army 

Plymouth Corps is currently 
accepting applications for 
Christmas assistance for resi­
dents of Northville, Plymouth, 
Canton, and Belleville. Families 
in need of assistance should 
contact The Salvation Army 
at (734) 453-5464 to set up an 
appointment. Candidates will 
be interviewed on Tuesdays and 
Fridays beginning on Oct. 14 
through Nov. 14. 

Applicants will need to bring 
picture ID for all household 
residents, proof of household 
income and expenses. For more 
information, please contact The 
Salvation Army Family and 
Community Ministries office at 
(734) 453-5464. 

A public meeting is sched­
uled for 7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
18 to discuss the widening 
and reconstruction of Canton 
Center Road, Sheldon Center 
Road and Sheldon Road. The 
meeting is being hosted by The 
Wayne County Department of 
Public Services in cooperation 
with Canton Township in the 
PDC Room at Canton's Summit 
on the Park, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. 

Construction on this project 
is set to begin in the summer 
of 2009 and will include wid­
ening Canton Center Road to 
five lanes from Warren Road 
north to where Canton Center 
Road splits and turns to the 
northwest, reconstruction and 
widening Sheldon Road to five 
lanes from Canton Center Road 
to Joy Road and reconstruc­
tion and widening the Sheldon 
Road connector to three lanes 
from Sheldon Road to Sheldon 
Center Road. 

At the meeting, residents will 
receive a project overview with 
preliminary plans as well as a 
road grading, drainage, and 
sidewalk improvement over­
view. 

The meeting is open to the 
public and is an excellent 
opportunity to get answers to 
your questions and concerns. 
For more information please 
call Canton's Public Works at 
(734) 394-5150. 

usinesses will meet about 
y shopping strategies 

The holiday shopping sea­
son will be the main topic of 
conversation when Canton 
business owners and manag­
ers meet for the semi-annual 
Coffee Meetings on Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, at Border's Books 
(43435 Ford Road — southwest 
corner of Ford and Morton 
Taylor). 

The Canton Marketing 
Partners, which is hosting 
the meetings planned for 8 

a.m. and 1:30 p.m., is inviting 
all local businesses to attend 
and talk about promoting 
the Canton business com­
munity during the holidays. 
Participants can choose either 
of the two planned sessions. 
The theme of the discussions is 
"shop local." 

Some of the topics that will 
be discussed include plans for 
the 2008 Holiday Discount 
program and the 3rd Annual 

Holiday Fest event scheduled 
for Dec. 6 at the Willow 
Creek shopping center on Ford 
Road. Canton business rep­
resentatives will be on-hand 
to talk about the success they 
have experienced with earlier 
discount campaigns and adver­
tising on www.ShopCanton. 
org. 

To register for one of the ses­
sions, please call the Canton 
DDA at (734) 394-5184. 

Yep, got scores, too. 
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Don't change portfolio based on who wins White House 
jfe live in an ever-chang­
ing world and many of 
us tend to forget the 

past. I hope today is one day 
that you do remember. It was 
seven years ago today that our 

LOQKaheadLftCKin S A L E 
Shop now For The Holidays! saieends9/3o/os 
Lock In 1 2 - 2 5 % S a v i n g s OnAll 
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country was 
attacked by 
Islamic ter­
rorists. On 
this anniver­
sary of the 
9/11 attacks, 
take a minute 
to remember 
the day, the 
victims and 
the incredible 
acts of hero­
ism in Washington D.C., New 
York City and over the skies of 
Pennsylvania. 

Although lots of things have 
changed since those attacks, 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

many things remain the 
same. One area that remains 
unchanged is that every four 
years we have a presidential 
election. One question I get is: 
What effect will the outcome 
of the elections have on the 
stock market? 

People want to know how 
they should position their port­
folios and how they should react 
based upon which party wins 
the White House. I recently had 
a conversation with an inves­
tor as to what sectors of the 
economy he thought would per­
form better depending on the 
outcome of the election. 
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My advice is investors 
should not be speculating on 
what sector of the economy 
will outperform just because 
of election results. In fact, 
don't restructure or make 
adjustments in your portfolio 
based upon the outcome of the 
election. 

It would make things easier 
if the U.S. economy was con­
trolled by the party in power. 
It would make it somewhat 
easier in selecting our leaders. 
Unfortunately, it is not that 
easy. The American economy, 
contrary to what many people 
believe, is not Controlled by the 
White House nor by Congress. 
It is important to recognize that 
the president has more power 
internationallythan he does 
domestically. After all, if the 
president wants to raise or lower 
taxes, he can't wave a magic 
wand and make it happen. 

I have read articles and I have 
heard statements on TV by so-
called experts who are predict­

ing that if Barack Obama wins 
the election "these sectors" of 
the economy will do well, while 
if John McCain wins, "these 
sectors" will do well. As far as 
I'm concerned, these issues are 
totally irrelevant. 

When it comes to the stock 
market, good news is bad 
news and bad news is good 
news. What that means is it 
is impossible to predict what 
happens in the market because 
what logically should happen 
doesn't mean that it will. 

Instead of worrying about 
who's going to win the White 
House, spend time reviewing 
your portfolio. That's time bet­
ter spent. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial' 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowniife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanaqement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 
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Bike Safety 
Free Bike Heimets fitted by trained professionals. Quantities limited. 

911 Training 
911 operators teach children the basics of making a 911 phone call. 

Automobile Safety 
Police and technicians provide automobile safety from how 
to properly use a car seat to seat belt safety. 

Computer Safety 
Chat room and general computer safety programs are taught by the 
Michigan State Police Computer Crimes Unit. 

Choking/Poisoning 
Nurses provide training on dangerous chemicals and teach how to 
respond to a choking situation. 

Food Safety 
Experts teach children the importance of healthy eating habits, 
exercise, and proper food handling. Healthy snack demonstrations. 

Got2B Safe Strong+Smart = Safe. 

Police officers teach the basics on who you can trust. 

Fire Safety 
Firefighters teach the basics of fire safety and prevention. 
Receive free Fire Safety DVD's. Quantities limited. 

^ i ^ r e i | i i i ^ ^ ^ # : Passnortto S t̂ety Sponsors: V >mwtorii^ass£6rt^ 
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LMiAmM^' 
Owned and Managed by C B L & Associates, Inc. 

http://www.hometowiillfe.com
http://sugarbushhayrides.com
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http://www.bloomassetmanaqement.com
http://www.furnertours.com
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With 'hands tied/ officials 
approve church plans 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

08SERVER STAFF WRITER 

Timothy and Nicole Zapinski 
have issues with the addition of 
a second entrance, while Gina 
Thibault and Laura Vespaziani 
have concerns about the place­
ment of the building, but, in 
the end, the Canton Township 
Board of Trustees approved 
amended plans for Canton 
Friendship Church's proposed 
facility on the northeast corner 
of Beck and Saltz roads. 

"I think we are all in sym­
pathy of where you are at, but 
our hands are tied in many 
respects," Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack said to Thibault and 
Vespaziani. 

Calling the amendment 
request the "Hindu Temple 
revisited" because of the flap 
regarding the building's pro­
posed location, Yack said the 
church's plans to move its facil­
ity 100 feet west of where it 
was initially planned are still in 
agreement with the township's 
standards. 

"We do need to approve it," 

Yack said. 
Thibault and Vespaziani are 

Hendrie Street residents and 
their homes sit directly north 
of where the church will now 
be built. The two have been 
meeting with church officials 
for about five years and were 
pleased with the previously 
approved plans for the site, 
which called for the building to 
run parallel with homes with 
larger backyards. 

In the controversial Hindu 
Temple rebuild that was 
before the board earlier this 
year, homeowners surround­
ing the Cherry Hill Road site 
were frustrated that the board 
approved plans to relocate the 
facility from near the roadway 
to the middle of the narrow 
parcel. Like Canton Friendship 
Church, the Hindu Temple's 
plans met or exceeded the 
township's standards. 

In addition to shifting its 
building 100 feet, Canton 
Friendship Church was also 
given approval to create a sec­
ond entrance for its Beck Road 
facility that would be located 

on Saltz Road. The church 
bought a seven-acre parcel on 
Saltz in January and will use 
the east side of the land to cre­
ate an entrance to the church. 
That entry way will align with 
the front of the church. 

Arguing that the second 
entrance will be mistaken 
for the main one, Timothy 
Zapinski, who lives on Saltz 
Road, was unsuccessful in 
asking the board to postpone 
approval of that request:0 

"We honestly don't want this 
driveway," he said. 

After the board's vote, Pastor 
Mike Norton said members of 
Canton Friendship Church are 
thrilled the "long haul" to build 
at Beck and Saltz is moving 
forward. 

"We're happy. This is a big 
step for us," he said. The 10-
year-old church previously met 
at Summitt on the Park and 
now worships at the Michigan 
Theological Seminary in 
Plymouth. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2170 

Rehmann Group promo­

tions 
i. The Rehmann Group, a 
Farmington Hills-based hold­
ing company, recently promot­
ed two Canton residents. 

Keith Schenkel, who works 
in the company's Troy office, 
was promoted from auditor 
to senior auditor. Schenkel 
is responsible for both pub­
lic and private sector audits. 
He is a graduate of Eastern 
Michigan University with 
both a Bachelor's degree and a 
Master's degree in accounting. 

Debbie Thomas, who works 
in the company's Farmington 
Hills office, was promoted 
from senior administrative 
assistant to office manager. 
Her responsibilities include 
supervision of the profes­
sional support team, oversee­
ing building maintenance and 
coordination of office events. 

Urban Science promotes 
local man 

Canton's Randy Berlin has 
been promoted to global prac­
tice director of site solutions 
for the global retail consulting 
firm Urban Science. In his new 
role, Berlin will be responsible 
for the growth and develop­
ment of the company's site 
practice, which is focused on 
improving individual retail 

CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS 

location performance. 
"Randy's experience work­

ing directly with automotive 
dealerships brings a hands-on 
perspective to his counsel on 
how automakers can efficiently 
assess and manage their fran­
chises," said Katherine Kress, 
vice president, product devel­
opment and management. 
"Especially in today's economy, 
it's critical for companies to 
evaluate individual sites within 
their retail network in order to 
balance performance of market 
share and retailer profitability." 

Prior to his previous position 
as account executive for Urban 
Science, Berlin spent 21 years 
with Ford Motor Co. where he 
gained experience in dealership 
site selection, how to increase 
profitability at each location, 
and how to effectively target 
and market to customers. His 
most recent position at Ford 
was global franchise manager 
for the company's international 
export organization. 

Berlin holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in economics from 
Michigan State University. He 
also was elected class president 
at UCLA where he attended 

the executive management pro­
gram at the Anderson School of 
Business. 

For more information on 
Urban Science, visit www. 
urbanscience.com. 

NANCY L. LITTLE , Attorney, 
P.O. Box 27337, Lansing, MI 
48909-7337. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF WAYNE 

Decedent, Dorothy M. Keena Trust No.l 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Decedent's Trust 

The decedent, Dorothy M. Keena, 
who lived at 14704 Northville Road, 
Apt. 259- in Plymouth, Wayne 
County, Michigan, died August 14, 
2008. 

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against the 
decedent and the trust described 
below will be forever barred unless 
presented to E. Thomas Keena Jr., 
Trustee of the Dorothy M. Keena 
Trust No. 1, dated August 16, 1993, 
4731 Arapaho, Okemos, MI 48864, 
within 4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice. 

Trustee: E. Thomas Keen, Jr., 4731 
Arapaho, Okemos, MI 48864 517-
351-5407. 

Attorney: Foster, Zack, Little, 
Pasteur & Manning, P.Ci P-43113, 
Nancy h. Little P.O. Box 27337, 
Lansing, MI 48909-7337 517-706-
5790 
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WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 

HOMETOWNUFE.COM 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) 

Newsroom (734) 953-2104 Fax (734) 591-7279 

Sports Nightline (734)953-2104 

Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) 

Display Advertising (734) 582-8363 

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS 
The Canton Observer • Publication NO, USPS 663-670 Published every Thursday and Sunday. 

Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150. 

36251 Schoolcraft, Livoma,"MUei50 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers • • • • 

r 
Cane-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog "ay Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details 

"I get lots of 
hugs at Happy 

HiHIIlll' 

Tucker 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
, caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Baggie Web Gams! 

734-459-DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Mi 48170 f 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

Lessons 
Offered: 

Voice 
Piano 
Flute 
Guitar 
Drums 
Clarinet & 
Saxophone 

High-quality music instruction 
for youth and adults 

Multiple lessons at one location 

The Music@First Fine Arts Academy 
located ,at f irst United Methodist Church 

452Q1 N, Territorial Road, Plymouth 
for irifo 734-453-5280 or , 

fineartsacademyi^pfumc.frp 
Fall semester starts September 29th 

Upholstered 
Furniture Sale! 
Sofas, Chairs, Sectionals & Recliners 
/ 5 / 5 % i^\ff All Orders Placed 
^ <J \ J X x During September! 

Select from 
hundreds of 
styles and 
over 1000 

. ;•---. ̂ . ^ ^ t r fabrics! 
"*—--» , 
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A factory representative will be here to answer questions 
and offer ideas THIS SUNDAY (September 14th)! 
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5206 Plymouth Road, in Ann Arbor • Mon-Sat 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sun 11-5 

(734) 663-5558 • W W W . d i x b o r O . C O i I ! 

ntroducinq CurvesSmart; 
The world's 

advanced 
noiogica 

ut for women. 

- • < * 

adjusts and monitors every workout, Ai 

the green light that means you're 

you to your fitness goals. Join the revolut 

personal your workout can be; 

to do is "go ' 

t the pace that will get 

today and see. 

Try CurvesSmart at the fol lowing locations: 

(734) 844-6741 
44248 Cherry Hill Rd. 

C A N T O N 

(248) 344-4466 
42965 Seven Mile Rd. 

NORTHVILLE . 

(734)414-0515 
44717 Five Mile Rd. 

PLYMOUTH 

(248) 446-9330 
25820 Pontiac Trail 

SOUTH LYON 

i Curves International, Inc. 

http://www.hometownEife.com
mailto:tlparks@hometownlife.com
http://urbanscience.com
http://HOMETOWNUFE.COM
http://www.happyhoundsdaycare.com
http://WWW.dixborO.COiI
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The Books People Choose To Use 

In partnership with... 

LANDING 
FROM PAGE A1 

setting that borders a thousand 
acres of state forest land. It is 
also just minutes from miles 
of sandy Lake Huron beaches, 
the Black Mountain Recreation 
Area, trout streams, lakes, and 
thousands of acres of state for­
est. It's the kind of place Trevor 
would have loved, though he 
might question the size of the 
lodge. 

"Trevor would say this is way 
too much," Terry Blumberg 
said. "He was the kind of guy 
that would be happy in a little 
shack. 

Blum's Landing is still a work 
in progress. The main house 
has been built, but still needs 

plenty of work. The interior 
walls and floors still need to be 
built. When it is done, it will 
contain a suite upstairs for visi­
tors. The Blumbergs plan on 
living downstairs when they 
ultimately move there after 
Janet retires in few years. They 
also plan to build a couple cab­
ins closer to the lake so they 
can accommodate more sol­
diers and their families, as well 
as a dock and other amenities. 

Terry Blumberg, who also 
served in the Army and is a 
veteran of the "Vietnam War, 
estimates they have already 
spent more than $100,000, 
and will need an additional 
$300,000 to complete the 
project. He is working with 
military groups and others on 
fund-raising ideas, and would 

love some help from the public 
on other ideas. They are also 
soliciting donations so they can 
complete the project. 

"I've never raised funds for 
anything in my life. This is all 
new to me," he said. 

Of course the couple would 
much rather have their son 
back than build Blum's 
Landing. They say it has been 
difficult since losing him five 
years ago this week. That's why 
they are so determined finish 
this project. 

"We miss him a great deal. 
It's hard to talk about," said 
Janet. "This is a way to honor 
his memory. No matter how 
hard, we're going to do this." 

kkuban@hometownlife.com 
(734) 553-2164 

JCPenney Optical 

FIRST TIME EVER! 

Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx. 

' Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 

$59 complete pair ((tame & lenses). Includes any trams uo to $79.95 and plastic single vision lenses. Some special orders excluded. Additional charge may be applied tor strong Rx. Other progres­
sives, specialty lenses and lens options are additional, "Kids'package Includes any frame up to $100.00. FREE warranty and polycarbonate lenses for any child 16 and under. 'Kids'warranty covers 
breakage and scratches or until the.eyeglasses are outgrown or the prescription changes. See Optician tor details. Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing,,or 

pating stores only. Void where prohibited by law. Eye exams performed by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry, Offer ends September 30,2008 g ^ ™ 
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CONTACT LENS STOCK-UP SALE KIDS' EYEGLASS PACKAGE" 

$«88 S4Q99 SOQW 
15% Off 
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CALL1-B77-JCPEYES 

Come celebrate our 
25th Anniversary with us! 

m\\ 4J0IM 
-MGKTMION 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
September 9,10,11 

4:00 - 8:00 pm 
Classes begin Monday, September 15th 

Register for fait classes 
A great time to see our facility and ask any questions! 

2008 Overall National Choreography Award Winner. 
Classes offered: Preschool Dance & Gymnastics, Ballet, Poinfe, 

Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Lyrical, Modern, Acrobatics, Gymnastics 
*Age appropriate costumes and choreography 

I Register for 2 classes I • 5 0 % Off 
I and receive 3rd class 11 First Months Tuition fori I Available 

FREE for the entire I I New Students Only! M Agesl3-18and I 
M Pilates Classes • 

Availnhie I 
I hKbt for the entire | | 
^dance&gyrnyearij ^ ^ . . ^ 

JIOIIU OF m P U M I ( « N MLCT annMHV 
Certified and Professional Instructors 

m 
J X DANCE EXTENSION 

Joanne's Dance Extension 
Plymouth-Canton Gym Express 
42020 Koppernick • Suite 200 

Canton. Mi 48187 

Call for information or 
to register for classes! 

734.455.4330 

OEJS5BISSJS 

Jo nOi r Weight-Loss Challenges 
Is — , / -J J 
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916 Pounds LOST!!! 
12 w e e k class for $39 

Your Own Personal Coach, Free Body Analysis, 
Group Support & Much More 

Registration Money Paid Out in Cash Prizes to the Winners with $10.00 
of each registration going to 'FIT KIDS'! Specific Rules will be in 

Place to compete for cash prizes and Hawaiian vacation 
CLASSES START: 

MONDAY. SEPT 15 6PM! AT WESTLAND ANYTIME FITNESS 
TUESDAY. SEPT 16 6 PM CANTON CENTER CHIROPRACTIC 
THURSDAY. SEPT 18 6:30 PM PLYMOUTH ANYTIME FITNESS 
SATURDAY. SEPT 20 10:00 AM PLYMOUTH ANYTIME FINTESS 

SPACE LIMITED. CALL FOR DETAILS AND 
TO PRE-REGISTER 888-233-0398 

http://wwwihometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
http://S--.it
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up to? 
How smart is your money? is it clever 

enough to maximize its potential and 

recognize possible 

At USA Credit Union, we offer free 
financial advice to make sure your money 
isn't falling behind smarter money. 

Typically, USA has higher rates on 
savings and CDs and much lower rates 
on loans because all profits come 
back to the customers. Not a board of 
directors. That's because USA customers 
are USA owners. As a result, we have 
an unheard of 99% satisfaction rating. 

In fact, meet with a USA Credit Union 
expert and see how you can refinance 
your loans, lower your monthly 
payments and eliminate unnecessary 
bank fees. Your money will thank you. 

Go to WhatsYourAAoneyUpTo.com, 

OT call 1-800-521-8440, 
or stop by the USA branch in your 
neiohborhood. 

NCUA 

USA Creel 
What's your money up to? 

http://www.hometownllfe.com
http://WhatsYourAAoneyUpTo.com
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OUR VIEWS 

Judge neutrality is in 
court's best interest 

There is no other liberty as important to being American 
as our right to freedom of speech. A major component of 
that freedom is being able to support whoever we want for 
public office. And it should go without saying that nobody 
understands this as much as the judges who are ultimately 
responsible for upholding our constitution and our laws. 

While we often put judges up on a pedestal, literally and 
figuratively, they also share the freedom to support and 
endorse political candidates. In that sense, they are no dif­
ferent than the rest of us. The question is, how vocal should 
they be when it comes to endorsing other judge candidates, 
especially those who might serve in the same court? That 
question has again come to light in the 35th District Court, 
where there is an interesting race between Jim Plakas of 
Northville Township and Joe Barone of Plymouth Township 
to replace the retiring John MacDonald. 

Judge MacDonald, who has served in the court for nearly 
a quarter century, has endorsed Plakas, despite a (non-
binding) court policy that encourages sitting judges to 
remain neutral. As a result, Judge Mike Gerou has publicly 
endorsed Barone. 

MacDonald shocked a lot of people two years ago when 
he endorsed Plakas, who ran against incumbent Judge Ron 
Lowe. Lowe, of Canton, won the election and is now the 
chief judge of the court. It was the first time in the history 
of the 35th District Court that a sitting judge made such an 
endorsement. There is no question it created a sense of hos­
tility in the court and fostered the impression that the court 
was dysfunctional. 

Gerou remained-neutral two years ago, but decided to 
speak up after MacDonald again publicly endorsed Plakas. 
Gerou said he didn't want the community to get the impres­
sion that MacDonald was speaking for the entire "court. 

These developments have disappointed Judge Lowe, who 
was the one who put the policy in place that prohibits court 
employees from campaigning on court time or court equip­
ment. He had also spoke to both MacDonald and Gerou, 
asking them to return to the tradition of remaining neutral, 
which he feels (and many others have felt) is in the best 
interest of the court. 

MacDonald said he endorsed Plakas because he thinks 
Plakas will best serve the court after he retires. The U.S. 
Constitution gives him the right to do so. And therein lies 
the dilemma. Is that right more important than maintain­
ing the court's neutrality? It is a tough question. 

We tend to agree with Lowe, however. The court's three 
judges must work as a team. If there is animosity among the 
judges, how much faith will the public have in the court? If 
the judges wear their political agendas on their sleeves, how 
fair will they be when supporters of their political oppo­
nents come before the court? Will those opponents feel they 
are getting a fair shake? 

Obviously it's too late to put the genie back in the bottle 
in this election, but we think in the future, sitting judges in 
the 35th District Court should go back to the tradition of 
remaining neutral. It is in the best interest of the court. 

Consequences of 9/11 
continue to affect us all 

Seven years ago today, the life of every American was for­
ever changed when two commercial jets slammed into the 
World Trade Center and a third set ablaze the headquarters 
of our nation's armed forces. 

The terrorist attacks of 9/11 are this generation's defining 
moment in U.S. history. Just like former generations recall 
exactly where they were or what they were doing when news 
spread of Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor or the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy, we are frozen in time to that 
moment when television and computer screens across the 
country were filled with images of the Twin Towers ablaze. 

In the days following the attacks, we were encouraged by 
our leaders to resume our normal lives and deny the terror­
ists their cowardly victory by plunging the country into a 
state of fear and uncertainty. 

Our country remains strong and proud and free, but even 
today, evidence of how we have changed as a nation is readily 
evident both on a national and local level. The "war on ter­
ror" led to the establishment of the Department of Homeland 
Security and the controversial Patriot Act, and our nation's 
resources are being drained — and thousands of our young 
men and women placed in harm's way — by wars being 
fought in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

And in our hometowns, we face greater scrutiny while 
visiting local municipal buildings, are subject to search when 
attending a local sporting event, and witnessed the demise 
of a very successful and popular local restaurant chain 
(LaShish) when its owner fled the country after being tied to 
funneling money to a suspected terrorist organization. 

We will never be able to go back to our way of life prior to 
the events of Sept. 11, 2001. But we must as individuals, and 
as a community, continue to move forward in accepting and 
embracing the many challenges that we will continue to face 
in our daily lives. 
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Bible is truth 
I commend Bradley Fowler for reading 

and studying the Bible ('Twisted scrip­
ture?," Aug. 28). His lawsuit against a Bible 
publisher, however, was a vivid example of 
shooting the messenger because the mes­
sage was convicting. The Biblical message 
and purpose is not generic and general, but 
rather pointed and personal. The Bible is 
not subliminal spin, but clearly affirms that, 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction and for instruction in righteous­
ness." (II Timothy 3:16) 

Hopefully Bradley Fowler will continue 
to study the Bible and be enlightened and 
encouraged by these words from Saint Paul 
the Apostle: "This is a worthy saying and 
worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners of whom 
I am the chief." (I Timothy 1:15) Mr. Fowler, 
"Amazing Grace" is more than just a song to 
be sung; it is a truth that brings triumph. 

David I . Rose 
Canton 

Losing deputies unacceptable 
Wake up Wayne County! Proposed bud­

get cuts to the Sheriffs Department would 
put 25 percent of Sheriffs deputies out of a 
job, which would threaten our safety, and 
the health of our communities. 

We already have the highest unemploy­
ment rate in the entire nation, and would 
add hundreds more to the ranks of the 
unemployed with the layoff of 25 percent 
of our deputies. What would follow is hun­
dreds more housing foreclosures, more 
abandoned buildings, and higher crime. 

Sheriffs deputies are police officers 24/7. 
They can respond to community problems 
whether they are on duty or not. If they lose 
their jobs and are no longer police officers, 
then our communities would lose that many 
officers able and ready to respond to critical 
situations. 

We need to let the Wayne County com­
missioners know this threat to our well-
being is unacceptable. 

Usama Amer 
Canton 

Where are the specifics? 
As a tax professional, I have been disap­

pointed that we haven't gotten any specifics 
on the tax implications of the Presidential 
candidates' health care plans, so I did some 
research. 

Barack Obama has proposed a health 
care plan that institutes a National Health 
Insurance Exchange. It would be a watch­
dog group to make rules and regulations 
for health insurance companies. Employers 
who do not provide insurance would be 
required to pay a percentage of payroll 
toward a national health insurance plan. 
Unfortunately, the Web site's 15 page docu­
ment was short on specifics. 

John McCain advocates a much greater 
reform of the health care system. He pro­
poses that an individual be given $2,500 
and afamily $5,000 in the form of a 
refundable tax credit, which would be paid 
directly to the health insurance company 
of your choice. In other words, the first 
$2,500/$5,000 of your health insurance 
costs would be government-provided with 
the choice of insurer left to you. Insurance 
could be purchased across state lines giving 

LETTERS 
greater choice and more competition. If you 
spend less than your tax credit amount, the 
remainder would be put into a health sav­
ings account for you. If it costs more, you 
would pay the difference. If your employer 
provides health insurance, you could keep 
that plan and change to an individual one at 
anytime. 

McCain has been criticized by Obamafor 
making employer-provided health insur­
ance taxable to you — A terribly deceiving 
half-truth, because McCain's plan more 
than offsets this with the new tax credit. 
McCains health insurance would be porta­
ble. You could change jobs without the fear 
of being without health insurance. 

Obama seems to be tinkering with the 
same old thing — you're still at the mercy 
of your employer who chooses your cover­
age and determines what you pay. McCain 
is proposing that the government share the 
cost with you and give you choice and por­
tability. Now that's change. 

Karen Krahmalkov 
Canton 

It makes me laugh 
When I read the County News section 

of the Observer dated Aug. 21, "McCotter: 
Bush reaction to Georgia invasion 'inex­
cusable,™ it realty made me laugh to read 
that U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter would 
criticize his "sidekick" President George W. 
Bush over the fact that the Bush adminis­
tration was "surprised" by Russia's invasion 
of Georgia. 

Isn't it ludicrous for Mr. McCotter to 
criticize President Bush over this event, 
while assiduously supporting our president 
for almost eight years of catastrophic deci­
sions that have crippled our nation and will 
certainly have very long-term effects on all 
Americans? 

Where was Mr. McCotter's criticism 
when the real dangerous decisions by our 
president and his staff were made regard­
ing the pre-emptive strike on Iraq? The 
Downing Street Memo? The Preliminary 
Report of the Commission Investigating 
9/11 that said, "We have no credible evi­
dence that Iraq and al Qaeda cooperated 
on attacks against the United States? 
Abu Ghraib? Haliburton? Walter Reed 
Hospital? Blackwater? Body armor? 
Katrina? Guantanamo? Yellow cake? 
Waterboarding? Weapons of mass destruc­
tion? "Slam Dunk?" Mission Accomplished? 
"Bring 'Em On?" "Heck of ajob, Brownie?" 
Tax cuts for the rich? Giving cluster bombs, 
tanks and all kinds of weapons to Israel 
to devastate Lebanese and Palestinian 
people? Spending $12 billion a month 
on Iraq? Enron? Politicizing our Justice 
Department? 

I could_go on and on with this list, but 
I think most of the American public are 
aware of these and other pernicious events 
that have taken place in recent years. 

Yes, it makes me laugh that Mr. McCotter 
would now try to distance himself from the 
current administration when their ship is 
sinking. 

Frank Delewsky 
Livonia 

Potter-mania 
I read Plymouth, Observer editor Brad 

Kadrich's article in the Observer, ("Wonders 
of wizardry come alive as passion for Potter 
prospers," Thursday, Aug. 28) and felt com­

pelled to comment. I'm an avid reader, and 
have always loved children's literature. 

Several years ago NPR did a story about 
this amazing book written in England 
about a boy wizard and his adventures. 
Nothing in the story sounded appealing 
to me, until they said that the book was so 
popular in England that adults were buying 
the book and wrapping it in brown paper 
in order to read it on mass transit without 
appearing foolish. 

Hmmmm. That intrigued me. It must be. 
a pretty good children's book for adults to be 
enjoying it. I bought my first Harry Potter 
book and was hooked. I raved about it to my 
husband and daughter all to no avail (when „. 
you explain the story, it simply doesn't 
sound very appealing). 

Finally, after several years, I began to buy 
the book tapes — read by Jim Dale. They 
are wonderful and make car travel much 
more enjoyable! They're absolutely magical 
to listen to. One evening, my family got into 
my car to go out to dinner and when I start­
ed the car, my book tape started — mid sen­
tence, where I had left it earlier. I reached 
down to turn it off, and though he'd only 
heard a few words, my husband said "Don't 
turn it off. We'll listen for a few minutes." 

Well, 10 minutes later we arrived at our 
destination and my husband and daughter 
were totally hooked. They didn't want to get 
out of the car because they wanted to con­
tinue to listen. 

Since then, weVe become THAT family 
that goes to each midnight book release 
party, and then greedily spend the weekend 
reading and ignoring all other duties. 

But my family has taken it SO far beyond 
me. While I love Harry Potter books and 
have thoroughly enjoyed every one of them, 
my husband and daughter have purchased 
all the books on tape and listen to them 
constantly. Constantly! They're always on 
when I get home, and are always plugged 
in to my husband's car. They can quote long 
lines of dialogue from any book and finish 
sentences for various characters. And both 
are whizzes when it comes to Harry Potter 
trivia. 

So, let your son know that I understand 
his pain. I live with Harry fanatics as well. 

ill tell you if you haven't experienced it 
yet, try one of the Harry Potter book tapes 
read by Jim Dale. He's won Grammy awards 
for his recitation of the books, and you'll be 
amazed as he does 140 different voices to 
convey these stories. Truly magical! 

Janet Newcomer 
Farmington 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

pay 

(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
" I have no doubt Governor Palin, who hunts, ice fishes, loves hockey and rides snowmobiles, will be warmly 
embraced by the people of Michigan - no pun intended. I utterly dig the pick of Governor Palin." 
U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter , a f t e r Republican presidential nominee J o h n McCain se lec ted Alaska Gov. S a r a h Pal in 
as his vice presidential running m a t e 
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Hunters must follow rules I When will we ever learn that 
to help save state's deer 'it's the economy, stupid' 

Kurt Kuban 

fith Labor Day now in the rearview mirror, 
f my favorite time of year is quickly approach­
ing. There is no doubt that summertime in 

Michigan is wonderful, but, for me at least, noth­
ing compares to autumn, when our state really 
puts on a show second to none. 

I was in northern Michigan 
over the weekend, and there were 
definitely signs that fall is truly 
on the way. Along a number of 
forested highways and farm fields 
some of the trees are beginning to 
change color. Another sure sign 
that fall will soon be here is the 
piles of sugar beets, apples,,and 
other forms of deer hunting bait 
already starting to appear outside 
of gas stations and stores. 

- In previous years the sight of the deer bait would 
be a welcome one for me, because, being a hunter 
myself, it is always a reminder that deer hunting 
season is just about upon us. However, this year 
things are different. 

Baiting for deer in the Lower Peninsula is illegal 
this year. That's because on Aug. 25, state officials 
confirmed Michigan's first case of chronic wasting 
disease (CWD) in a white-tailed deer on a private­
ly owned cervid (POG) facility in Kent County. 

CWD, which is a fatal neurological sickness 
that causes infected animals to quit eating, has 
been detected in deer out West for years. In 2002, 
it turned up in some deer in Wisconsin, so state 
officials felt it was only a matter of time before it 
arrived here. 

Hoping to stop its spread, the first move the 
Department of Natural Resources made was to 
make baiting and feeding deer illegal. The reason­
ing is that when hunters (or homeowners for that 
matter) put out food, deer tend to congregate in 
larger than normal numbers, which means that if 
an infected deer is among the group, it can easily 
spread the disease to the others. It was the same 
logic the DNR used to ban baiting in areas where 
the deer herd was infected with bovine tubercu­
losis. 

Many people are not happy with this logic, how­
ever, particularly all of the businesses that have 
come to depend oh selling bait to hunters — from 
the farmers who make a little extra money to the 
mom-and-pop stores that have come to depend 
on hunters to keep their businesses going after the 
summer tourism season has ended. And of course 
many hunters are not happy about the baiting ban, 
because for far too many people hunting means 
staking out a spot close to a bait pile and waiting 
for the deer to come a callin'. 

As a hunter, I've struggled with the baiting issue 
for years. I've never had much respect for the guys 
who will literally throw out truckloads of bait at 
the same spot year after year. I'm not sure how 
sporting that is. OK, it's not very sporting at all. At 

the same time, I have no problem putting a worm 
on a hook to catch a fish. It's an ethical question 
that each hunter has to answer for themselves. 
And each person lives by a different code of eth­
ics, so I've been able to look the other way when it 
comes to baiting. 

However, when it comes to endangering the 
state's deer herd, I can no longer look the other 
way. We hunters must abide by this law, at least 
until it is learned whether the CWD has spread 
to other animals. I, for one, do not want to see 
our deer herd jeopardized by defiant hunters who 
are either too angry, stupid or lazy to quit baiting. 
There are other ways to hunt. Many hunters don't 
bait and are able to harvest a deer year after year. 
It takes a little more work, however, than pulling 
up with a truckload of sugar beets or apples. 

Conservation officers with the DNR say they 
will make it a priority this year to be on the look­
out for illegal bait piles. "Violators of the bait ban 
would be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
up to 90 days in jail and $500 in fines, and could 
lose their hunting privileges. While others may 
disagree, I'm all for it. 

If Michigan's deer herd is impacted by this 
fatal disease, hunters won't be the only ones that 
pay the price. Deer hunting is big business in 
Michigan, especially in northern part of the state 
where it props up the local economies. In total, it 
is estimated that deer hunters annually contrib­
ute more than $500 million to the state economy 
through the purchase of such items as food, lodg­
ing, transportation, and hunting equipment. 
That's just too much to risk, 

I hope the DNR also starts to crack down on the 
so-called privately owned cervid facilities, which 
is just a nice way to say game farm or game ranch 
like the one in Kent County where the positive 
deer was found. There are roughly 500 of these 
facilities in the state. 

Just as I've never been a big proponent of hunt­
ers who sit over big piles of bait, I certainly don't 
have a whole lot of respect for so-called hunters 
who pay to kill trophy bucks (or other game ani­
mals) in fenced-in land. Where's the sport in that? 
What is worse is that these game farms are largely 
responsible for the spread of diseases like CWD, 
because they import animals from other facilities 
where animals are penned up. While I'm sure the 
owners of these facilities are legitimate business 
owners trying to make a living, in many cases 
their businesses are a direct threat to the overall 
sport of deer hunting. 

And for me, and 700,000 other Michigan hunt­
ers, autumn just wouldn't be the same without the 
prospect of getting out in the field in search of the 
wily white-tailed deer. 

Kurt Kuban is editor of the Canton Observer. He welcomes 
your feedback at kkubanfhometowniife.com or (734) 953-
2164. 
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ast Thursday was one of those historic, 
1 news heavy days. 
fc On the national scene, the Republican 
National Convention was still feeling the 
euphoria of a well-received, feisty speech from 

Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, 
the party's surprise nominee 
for vice president. Sen. John 
McCain accepted the party's 
nomination for president 
and presented his case for 
"change," the word in this 
year's campaign. 

Meanwhile, locally, we were 
Hugh Gallagher transfixed by the denouement 

of a political tragedy. The 
politically gifted and impossi­

bly arrogant Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick 
finally brought an end to months of turmoil 
and political uncertainty. In a plea deal, he 
pleaded guilty to two counts of obstructing 
justice in the scandal known by tabloid short­
hand as "the text messaging scandal." 

A local daily gets to gloat. A governor gets 
off the hook just before she might actually 
have to make a politically dicey decision. 
Some notable public officials breathe a sigh of 
relief and hope they finally get their pet proj­
ects (Cobo) off the ground. 

And the mayor, well he vows that like the 
Terminator he'll be back. 

Those are the stories that were riveting to 
most news watchers. But other stories may 
have more meaning. That Thursday the stock 
market took another dive, down more than 
300 points on reports about bad job figures. 

On Friday, those reports were confirmed, 
with August unemployment at a five-year 
high of 6.1 percent and job losses for the 
month at 84,000 (including 39,000 auto 
vehicle and parts manufacturing jobs). That 
followed on news from last week of stagnant 
economic growth. 

As Bill Clinton learned when he was run­
ning for president at a time of recession, "it's 
the economy, stupid." That's the issue that 
should decide this election. 

It should not be about rhetorical gifts, being 
a hockey mom (or a soccer dad), who gets off 

the best gibes or who has the most family 
secrets. 

As in all elections, those kind of issues seem 
to attract more attention than detailed policy 
statements and reasoned discussions of the 
issues that are pertinent to the majority of 
voters in this election. 

They are especially pertinent to our com­
munities — because we are an industrial 
region in a time when industrial jobs have 
moved to less developed nations; because our 
major industry is the highly competitive and 
troubled auto industry; and because we've 
wrestled for years with complex social and 
economic issues. We were the bellwether for 
the economic problems of the country and we 
are now one of the states most in play. 

Sen. McCain and Sen. Barack Obama will 
need to lay out detailed information on what 
they will try to do if elected president. But 
potential voters also need to take the time, 
the effort to read what they propose. They 
deserve our attention for their ideas and their 
political acumen to move those ideas through 
the legislative and executive process. 

Fortunately, for us, McCain and Obama 
pledge to have that discussion but the usual 
distractions of politics will often take center 
stage and get them off message on the econ­
omy, on energy, on health care, on national 
security. 

A president can not take total blame for a 
bad economy or total credit for a good one. 
But a president can set in motion policies and 
programs that appropriately stimulate the 
economy, soften the blow of economic reces­
sion on the average person and address some 
of the major economic concerns that face all 
of us — paying for health care, paying for edu­
cation, retiring without being a burden on our 
children. 

Political theater is fun to watch and impor­
tant in its own right. But the real story last 
Thursday became a footnote and that's a 
shame. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgalla-
gher@hometownlife.com or by .phone at (734) 953-2149. 
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