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School's 1st day brings 
excitement, nerves 
BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Following a shortened 
first day of school Tuesday, 
Gallimore Elementary 5-year-
old Andrew Brown of Canton 
Township said he didn't think 
kindergarten would be too 
hard, 

"No, because there's no 
homework," said Andrew. 

While there was no home­
work, there were lessons to 
be learned on the first day of 
school. 

"We watched a movie about 
going to school safely," Andrew 
said. "We learned not to talk to 
strangers." 

While Andrew is just start­
ing at Gallimore, his sister — 
Megan, 10 — is a fifth-grader, 
or senior class member at the 
school. Megan said she didn't 
have any anxieties about her 
summer ending with the start 
of school. 

"I was happy to see my 
friends," said Megan. "I like 
school a little bit, mostly social 
studies and math. I'm really 
good at multiplication and I 
like history." 

Eight-year-old Kevin Swope 
of Canton said he wasn't anx­
ious the night before, but when 

First-grader Trinity Maturen spends 
a quiet moment with her dad, Robert 
Maturen, just before the school day 
begins at Gaitimore Elementary School. 

he woke up Tuesday morning 
the butterflies came. 

"Maybe because it's a new 
teacher and stuff," said Kevin. 
"But, I got over it pretty quick­
ly-" 

Not everyone who was ner­
vous about the first day was a 
student. Even parents found 

themselves a bit unsettled. 
"Of course I'm a little sad, I was probably 

more emotional that he was," said Kristen 
Stoudt of Canton, who met her 5-year-old son, 
Ethan, when the bell rang. "I looked at him 
yesterday and I said 'Oh, my gosh, he's already 
in school.'" 

At Central Middle School, 10-year-old 
Brittney Ostrander said she had no qualms 
about moving from elementary school to sixth 
grade. 

"I was so excited about coming to a new 
school that I got up at 6 (a.m.)," said Brittney, 
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Above, Central's new principal, 
Anthony Ruela, helps mom Rani (a 
Shafi, her daughter, Ammen Hussain, 
and Vattisa Korkuti figure out the 
bus schedule. Ammen and Vattisa are 
in sixth grade. At left, Kara Knudson 
looks like she might be a little 
uncertain about kindergarten, but 
mom Pam Knudson looks like she's 
ready for her daughter's big step. 

Crooners ready to 
conjure up magic 
of the Rat Pack 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two For The Road are 
ready to croon their way 
back to the Village Theater. 

The singing duo of 
Vincent Vitale and Brian 
Bagozzi — best friends 
since high school — will 
perform their "Rat Pack"-
reminiscent show at 7 p.m. 
Oct. 9. 

The two, both 43, began 
singing together in late 
2005 and first performed 
at the Village Theater on 
Valentine's Day. 

"We were really excited 
about that show because it 
was our first theater venue 
performance and after­
ward, (theater officials) 
immediately booked us for 
Liberty Fest," said Vitale 
of Belleville. "That was so 
encouraging to us." 

While they are not 
impersonators, Vitale and 
Bagozzi, of Chesterfield, 
do call upon memories of 
Frank Sinatra and Dean 
Martin during their shows 
while bantering back and 

Members: Vincent Vitale and 
Brian Bagozzi 
Show: They will perform at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 9, at Village 
Theater at Cherry Hill. 
Tickets: $38 (a portion of sales 
wili be donated to National 
Breast Cancer Foundation) 
To order: Visit www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheaterorcall 
(734)394-5300. 
For more information: Visit 
www.twofortheroadlive.com. 
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Vincent Vitale of the Rat Pack-style singing duo Two For The Road, which 
has an upcoming performance at the Village Theater. 

forth with one another. 
Bagozzi has said that his 
longtime friendship with 
Vitale adds to the appeal of 
their act. 

"I feel we complement 
each other, which allows 
us the ability to bring more 
than just great music to 
each performance," he said. 

With an emphasis on 
class and humor, Vitale said 
the two enjoy performing 
the "songs we love," includ­

ing My Way, New York, New 
York, and the crowd pleas-
er, That's Amore. 

The two, who special­
ize in weddings and social 
gatherings, also have a little 
Motown, Elvis, 
Neil Diamond, jive and 
country music in their rep­
ertoire. 

"Two Italian guys singing 
country," Vitale laughed. 
"But it works. We will learn 
anything." 

For the upcoming show 
at the Village Theater, the 
singers will be backed by 
the 16-piece, Monroe Big 
Band. 

"It's always really exciting 
when we get to play with 
them," said Vitale, noting 
that the duo has tradition­
ally used pre-recorded 

tunes for its music. 
A portion of the proceeds 

from the concert will 
benefit breast cancer 
research and Vitale said 
he and Bagozzi would not 
have a successful act with­
out their wives, Cyndie and 
Denise. 

"We could not do this 
without their support," 
he said, adding that there 
have been no identical 
Two For The Road per­
formances. "The audience 
plays a big part and Brian 
and I connect with each 
other. It's always a different 
show." 

For more information on 
Vitale and Bagozzi, who 
hope to take their show to 
Las Vegas, visit www.two-
fortheroadlive.com. 

State mediator 
helps avoid 
teachers strike 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Worried parents in the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools got the news they'd 
been hoping to hear Monday 
morning: School would start as 
scheduled Tuesday. 

The message was in the form 
of a Robo-call, announcing 
that the teachers union and 
school district had agreed to a 
30-day contract extension. 

The agreement came early 
Sunday evening with the 
help of a state mediator who 
had been requested by the 
Wayne-Westland Education 
Association last week in hopes 
of hammering out a contract 
before a Tuesday strike dead­
line. 

"The mediator was strate­
gically instrumental in get­
ting both parties to reach 
a contract extension," said 
Wayne-Westland School 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
just hours after the agreement 
was reached. "We are pleased 

that school is starting on time, 
that students will be in the 
classroom and that teachers 
will be teaching." 

The contract extension was 
in response to the latest dis­
trict proposal presented to 
union negotiators late Saturday 
night. The union decided more 
time was needed reviewing 
the district's proposal before it 
could respond. 

"We want to have the time 
to investigate, research and 
examine the district's latest 
proposal," said WWEA presi-. 
dent Nancy Strachan. "It may 
or may not lead to a settlement, 
but it is significantly different 
enough that it will require a 
good deal of time before we can 
react." 

The agreement ended a con­
tentious week where the union 
blasted the school district for 
not bargaining in good faith 
and held a strike vote in which 
96 percent of teachers present 
supported the action. 

The teachers' contract 
expired Aug. 25. 
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AROUND CANTON 

Historical walk 
The Canton Historical 

Society and Canton Leisure 
Services will conduct a free 
Historic Walk on Sunday, Sept. 
7, at the Bartlett-Travis House 
in Cherry Hill Village. Canton 
Township Clerk Terry Bennett 
and Canton Township Trustee 
Melissa McLaughlin will 
conduct a tour of the Bartlett/ 
Travis House. There will be 
three tours: at noon, 12:30 p.m. 
and 1 p.m. 

The tours will go through the 
Bartlett/Travis House and for 
those who desire, will continue 
with a tour guide from Canton 
Leisure Services with stops 
and a brief description of the 
following locations: Thomas 
Clyde House, Cherry Hill 
School, William and Jennie 
Hauk House, Cherry Hill Inn, 
Cherry Hill Cemetery, Cherry 
Hill Church, Ford Factory and 
Veteran's Dormitory. The tour 
will then return to the Cady/ 
Boyer Barn. The complete tour 
will be between 45-60 minutes 
and is approximately one mile 
in length. Wear comfortable 
shoes. All tours will leave from 
the Cady/Boyer Barn at the 
Bartlett/Travis House site at 
500 N. Ridge Road. 

Chamber luncheon 
The Canton Chamber 

of Commerce will host its 
September networking lun­
cheon at 11:30 a.m. on Sept. 
10, at the Summit on the Park, 
46000 Summit Parkway, 
Canton. The cost for lunch is 
$20 and includes a full buffet 
lunch, beverages and dessert. 
This luncheon is open to the 
public. 

September's luncheon will 
feature guest speaker Ron 
Meloni, Local 4 business 
editor. He will speak about 
Michigan's economic situation, 
its difficulties and the bright 
spots that will bring the state 
back to its former prominence. 

"We are thrilled to have Mr. 
Meloni speak at our cham­
ber luncheon", said Chamber 
President Dianne Cojei. 

Seating for the luncheon, 
which is being sponsored by 
Admiral Cruise & Tour Center 
and Xuereb Snow PC, is lim­
ited and reservations are need­
ed. To make your reservation, 
contact the Chamber at (734) 
453-4040. 

Eco-wise living 
The Canton Public Library 

will host a program featur­
ing Canton resident Karen 
Faerber-Hall, whoo will dis­
cuss ways you can lower your 

heating and energy bills at 7 
p.m., Sept. 4. Get helpful infor­
mation on changes you can 
make at home to save energy 
and reduce your utility costs. 
Call (734) 397-0999 to register. 

Senior safety meeting 
The Canton Senior Safety 

Coalition will meet at 
1:30 p.m., Sept. 17 at the 
Waltonwood of Cherry Hill 
Senior Living Center located 
at 42600 Cherry Hill Road, 
Canton. For more information 
or for directions, call (734) 981-
7100. 

POW/MIA service 
There will be a POW/MIA 

service at 6 p.m., Friday, Sept 
19 at the Canton Veterans 
Memorial west of the Canton 
Township Administration 
building, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road, Canton. For more 
information, contact John 
Spencer at (734) 397-8975 or 
johnscott44@yahoo.com. 

Leisure Services focus 
groups 

Canton Leisure Services is 
currently looking for interested 
individuals who would like 
to participate in focus groups 
that will address seniors 
and teens needs in Canton. 
Residents can help identify the 
recreation desires and needs 
of these population segments. 
The focus groups will meet on 
Monday, Sept. 8 at the Summit 
on the Park, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. The senior 
meeting will be held at 6 p.m. 
and the teen meeting will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. A second 
round of focus groups will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 11, 
with the senior group meeting 
at 6 p.m. and the teen meeting 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 

For those interested in par­
ticipating, reserve a spot by 
contacting Patty Dunn at (734) 
394-5479 or pdunn@canton-
mi.org, or Marianne Stewart 
at (734) 394-5462 or mstew-
art@canton-mi.org. For more 
information visit www.canton-
mi.org or call Debbie Bilbrey-
Honsowetz at (734) 394-5464. 

Waste drop-off 
Canton's annual Hazardous 

Household Waste Day will be 
held 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 6 at Canton's Division 
of Public Works Building, 
located at 4847 Sheldon Road. 
This event is open to Canton 
residents only and is an oppor­
tunity to make your home and 
environment safe by properly 
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disposing of waste that is con­
sidered toxic, flammable, or 
corrosive. 

Examples of acceptable 
waste being collected include, 
but are not limited to, fluores­
cent light bulbs, oil-based and 
latex paint, paint thinner, tur­
pentine, bug sprays, floor-care 
products, expired medicine, 
computers and scanners, dry 
cleaning solvents, rat poison, 
household batteries, propane 
tanks, mercury waste, anti­
freeze, brake fluid, diesel fuel, 
kerosene, motor oil, and acids. 

Canton will be unable to 
accept commercial waste, con­
struction debris, explosives or 
ammunition, fire extinguish­
ers, firewood, radioactive 
material, smoke detectors, and 
tires. To obtain a detailed list 
of what is and is not accept­
able please call Canton Public 
Works at (734) 394-5150 or 
visit www.canton-mi.org. 

For year round disposal 
of hazardous waste, Canton 
Waste Recycling (CWR), 
located at 42020 Van Born 
Road, will accept limited items 
on scheduled Fridays from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. and on sched­
uled Saturdays from 8-11 a.m. 
Items accepted for drop off at 
CWR include, batteries, oil, 
antifreeze, and paint (limited 
to five one-gallon containers). 
CWR recycling dates can be 
found in your monthly Focus 
Newsletter under the com­
munity calendar or by calling 
CWR at (734) 397-5801. 

Mom to mom sale 
Connection Church in 

Canton is having a fall Mom-
to-Mom Sale from 8:30 a.m.-l 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 6. More 
than 75 moms will be selling 
their kids' clothes, toys, books/ 
DVD'si baby equipment, etc., 
that their families have out­
grown. There is a $1 admission. 
Refreshments will be available. 
Strollers welcome. Connection 
Church is located at 3855 
Sheldon Road, just north of 
Michigan Avenue. For more 
information, check out mom-
2momlist.com. 

School supplies giveaway 
Way of Life Christian Church 

is giving away free backpacks 
filled with school supplies. The 
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Feeling ducky 
Canton's Chanita Foster, the wife of Detroit Lion George foster, was one of 
the judges during the Kids DUCKorating Contest at the Gleaners Distribution 
Center in Detroit. Ail of the children joined at tables with decorating supplies 
to create their duck. The judges picked three winners: the quacktest, most 
creative, and cutest. The event was a precursor for the upcoming Gleaners 
Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan's Detroit Duck Derby's 
Celebriduck Auction at Leon & Lulu's in Clawson (96 W. 14 Mile Road) from 
6-9 p.m. on Sept. 9. Local and national celebrities have joined the fight 
against hunger by decorating Detroit Derby Ducks and providing them to 
Gleaners for auction. And on Sept. 14, Gleaners will host its 15th annual Fall 
Harvest Family Event, The Detroit Duck Derby on Belle Isle in Detroit. For 
more information, call (866) GLEANER (453-2637), Ext. 260, or go oniine.to 
detroitduckderby.org. 

picnic and giveaway will be 
held from 2-6 p.m., Aug. 31, 
at UAW 735,48055 Michigan 
Avenue (west of Beck Road). 
There will be refreshments and 
activities for children of all 
ages. Pastors Fred and Helen 
Canty and the Way of Life con­
gregation will be on hand and 
would love to meet your fam­
ily. For more information, call 
(734) 482-0068. 

Symphony fund-raiser 
The Plymouth Symphony 

League is launching their 
2009 Greater Detroit Area 
Entertainment Book Sale. At 
a cost of $20, the booklets 
contain coupons for a variety 
of entertainment activities like 
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra 
and Orchestra Canton con­
certs, attractions like the 
Henry Ford Museum and 
Greenfield Village, specialty 
stores, and fine and casual res­
taurants all over our area. 

For a limited time only, with 
each purchase, customers will 
receive a 2008 book free (while 
supplies last). The 2009 edi­
tion of the Entertainment Book 
also includes a Platinum sec­
tion, featuring special discount 
certificates for the "best of 
the best" restaurants in Metro 
Detroit, including Plymouth's 
Ernesto's and the Whitney res­
taurant in Detroit. 

Help the arts thrive in your 
community and get your books 
at the Plymouth Symphony 
Office by calling (734) 451-
2112. For more information 
about the Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Society, visit their 
Web site at www.plymouth-
symphony.org. 

Call for crafters 
The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Education Society hosts its 
annual juried handmade-only 
Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 18, at West 
Middle School in Plymouth. 

Organizers are expecting 
some 1,500 customers for the 
show, which also features food 
and drawings. 

For more information, call 
Sandy Downs at (734) 340-
4229 or e-mail Judy Stone at 
JBSTONE 716@COMCAST. 
NET. 

Women wanted 
The Canton Business and 

Professional Women (BPW), 
which promotes full partici­
pation, equity and economic 
self-sufficiency for America's 
working women, will hold its 
next monthly meeting Monday, 
Sept. 8, from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
Palermo's Restaurant, 44938 
Ford Road, Canton (located in 
the strip mall behind Murray's 
Auto Supply on north side of 
Ford Road, east of Canton 
Center Road). Dinner will be 
served. The guest will be best-
selling author and Northville 
resident Julie Fairfield Felicelli. 
For more information, call 
June Nicholas (313) 610-2561 
or e-mail her at junenicholas© 
comcast.net. Please RSVP for 
this meeting. 

'Abe Lincoln'to visit 
The Canton Historical 

Society membership meetings 
resume at 7 p-m., Wednesday, 
Sept. 10 at Cherry Hill School. 
The special guest will be 
an actor playing President 
Abraham Lincoln. With the 
upcoming national elections 
in the spotlight, and the fact 
that Lincoln's 200th birthday 
will take place in February, 
the Historical Society wanted 
to celebrate the life and legacy 
of Lincoln while reinvigorat-
ing his thoughts, ideals and 
spirit throughout America and 
around the world. 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers 

"I get lots of 
hugs at Happy. 

Caae-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our. 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details Tucker 

If you are at work, on vacation, 
or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 481701 
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY-IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 
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Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
and Rebuilt 
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Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1.734.416.5425 
Free Estimates 

licensed and Insured 

Work & Activity Books, BE Sets, Trimmers, 
Decoratives, Ready Letters, Cut-Outs, 

Chartlets, Banners, Desk Plates, Incentives, 
Pocket Charts, Sentence Strips, Fadeless BB 

Paper, Writing Tablets, Manipulativcs, 
:ies< 

3847W.12Miie, 248-543-3115 Mon-Wed 10-7 Thure 10-8:30 Fri & Set 10-5:30 Sun 12-4 

WARS 
A SALES EVENT AT THE 

ROCK FINANCIAL SHOWPLACE 

THURSDAY * FRIDAY • SATURDAY • SUNDAY 
Sept. 4th, 5th, 6th & 7th 
Visit www.boatwar.com for details! 

ONE-OF-KIND BOAT AUCTION 
New & Used - Scratch & Dent Models - Close Out Models 

Thurs. Sept 4th Starting at 4:30pm 
Come early • Be ready to b id! 

FREE Parking • FREE Admission 
Located at Novi Road at I-96 

On Grand River between Beck & Novi Rds. , Novi 
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* Your dog already thinks that it's the star of the family...now let the worlc 
see it in print. Celebrate Nationai Dog Week September 21st-27th, 
2008! Place your dogs' photo on a page designed just for them! 
This page will run in our papers on Sunday, September 21st in the 
Observer & Eccentric Mirror Newspapers. 
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Roxle 
Just look at her -

you can't help but love her. 
We knoW she feels 

the same way toward us. 
The D's • Livonia 

HE3H 
* 

Send photo, be e-mail or mail, with ad copy by 
Wednesday, September 10,2008* 

or call us for more information. 

National 
Dog Week 

•»• 

Just Sf 

*0&E Animal Friends 
6200 Metro Parkway • Sterling Hts., Ml 48312 
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Physical education teacher MarK LaPointe instructs sixth-graders to form 
two lines before entering Central Middle School. 

responsibility to help the 
underclassmen. 

"Like finding their way 
around the school and 
getting to know the 
teachers," added Halpin, who 
plans to play basketball and 
participate in wrestling and 
swimming. 

While walking his daughters 
— Meadow, 7, and Trinity 5 — 
to their car after the bell rang 
at Gallimore, Robert Maturen 
of Plymouth said it was an 
easy first day. 

However, Maturen said 
time will become a premium 
helping his second- and first-
grader with homework this 
school year. 

"I was surprised when 
Meadow went to kindergarten 
the amount of homework that 
came home," said Maturen, 38. 
"And, when she went into first 

who lives in Canton. "When I 
got here I was really nervous 
to see all my friends and my 
teachers." 

Brittney's excitement helped 
to alleviate the nervousness of 
her mother, Colleen Byle. 

"Because she was so excited 
it made it easy for me," said 
Byle, who said Brittney has 
been counting down the days 
for school to start since July. 

John Halpin of Plymouth 
Township is now a member of 
Central's senior class — eighth 
grade. 

"I'm the top dog," said 
Halpin, 13. "I know the school 
a lot more and it's kind of 
easier." 

Halpin said being an eighth-
grader comes with more 

It's the early-morning march toward 
a new school year at Gallimore 
Elementary School. 

grade there was homework 
every night. I don't remember 
having that much homework 
when I was young." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com i 
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JCPenney« Optical 

HURRY IN! 

°/< 0 
off 

ALL EYEGLASSES* 

All Frames 
OFFER INCLUDES: 

. T r a n s i t i o n s - LENoc. 

-No-Line Bifocals 

• Non-Glare Coating 

. Polarized Lenses 
Fifth-grader Rima Charara greets para-pro Valerie Sanchez-Lucco at 
Gallimore Elementary. 

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans 

Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx. 

C a n t o n : 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 
Ches te r f i e l d T o w n s h i p : Waters ide Marketplace (586) 949-0639 

*50% off discount applies to all frames excluding Hay Ban and SunSpot Collection. Select designer brands will be discounted at 25% off. 50% off discount also applies to all 
lenses and lens options. Complete pair purchase required. Some exclusions may apply. "Kids' package Includes any frame up to $100:00. REE warranty and polycarbonate 
lenses for any child 16 and under. 'Kids' warranty covers breakage and scratches or until the eyeglasses are outgrown or lha prescription changes. See Optician for details. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing, or prior orders. Participating stores only. Void where prohibited By law. Eye exams performed 
by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry, Offer ends September 30,2008. [mffm&^W] 

CONTACT LENS STOCK-UP SALE 
s Heme Delivery ts Available. 

15% off 
$ 0 Q ? L ALL Other Brands! 

KIDS' EYEGLASS PACKAGE*' 

$49 
• FSEE IPIKC; 4ic Srrat^i-fisststf 
Ps'yearsonatfiLir.sas 

•FREECi'p'CfBCtiC--! 

•JTOE WARRANTY!' 

CALL1-877-JCPEYES SHOP jnPEYES.com 

: PERFECT FLOORS 2008 SAVINGS 

CARPET ' VINYL « HARDWOOD « UMJNATE) 

1 5*1=1 

DENSE/DURABLE PLUSH 
Choose From Many Colors < 
Installed with FREE Heary Pad 

OUR BEST SELLING HEAVY PLUSH 
From Mohawk & Shaw 
SO Colors • It & 15' Wirirfc $ 0 4 3 
7 Year Mat/Crush/Stain Warranty £ g „ 
Installed with F8BE Heavy Pad m> q ' " ' 

OUR HEAVIEST PLUSH CARPET 
Mohawk - Premium Nylon 
Best crush & stain warranty & f t f i S 
12' & IS1 Widths, 70 oz. , * * * 
- Installed with f BEE Heavy Pad ISq.Ft 

OUR MOST POPULAR BERBER 
Durable 12 '& 1-T Widths 
In stock for Qnick Installation 
Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

OUR VERY BEST BERBERS 
15 Styles 
100's of Colors 
12' & 15' Widths Available 
Installed with FJtEE Heavy Pad 

BASEMENT CARPET 
Installed 

SfiFL 

?Sq.R. 

ISq.a 

10% - 30 % OFF HARDWOOD 
/.-ALL VINYL FLOORS 

Bruce 
Prefinished Oak 

q. Ft. 3/4" Flooring at 

"Special Buy-In Stock" 

<ti g'Sq.Ft. 
Professional 

Installation Available 

«P»% «t*pnstalled 

15¥ear Finish Warranty 
Cherry, Maple 4 Other 

Exotics at Similar pavings 

PLUSH 
DuPont™ 
STAINMASTER8 

Dense / Durable 
Many Colors 

Installed with 
FREE Heavy Pad 

Sq, Ft. 

DuPont™ 
STAINMASTER6 

Xtralife 
12'& 15'Widths 
Beg. S3.99 | ^ | | 
Installed with mSq.Ft. 
FREE Heavy Pad 

IIPERGO ^SOWKT 

MOHAWK 

STARTING AT 

SQ.FT. 

1% 
50% 

Cannot be combined with 

— n 

Our Best Pad 
Labor 

/GUARANTEED 
LOWEST 

V PRICE Man, Wed, Fri 9-8; Tues & Thurs 9-6, Sat 9-5 

South Lj o n 
21946 Pontiac Trail 

(south of Nine Mile Rd.) 

248437-2838 

Up to 5 FREE 
Carpet Samples for 

every customer 

Rochester Hills 
1015 John R 

(corner of John R & Avon} 

248450-5199 
'Fiwuidngliased ott credit approval. Minimum $500 purohaac with 25S deposit requited. Prior Orders Exempt See store for detaHs. 

248-662-3030 734-266-6700 
www.oakleyheating.com 

2 Ton 13 Seer A/C 
Installed from $2125 

High Efficiency- A/C System 
Installed from $2575 

Cut High Heat Bills, 
Install a Heat Pump 
for not much more 
than an A/C System 

A Heat Pump will Air Condition 
your home in the summer as well 
as heat it in the winter months 
when running with a furnace or 
air handling unit. 

These units can save you as much 
as 50% on your energy consump­
tion over having a high efficiency 
furnace alone. Call for details. 

4 

i * 

Heat Pump installed 
from $3355.00 

90+ High Efficiency 
Furnace Installed 

from $2225.00 

Package Furnace and A/C 
Systems Discounts 

Fiegel 

FIRST-DAY JITTERS 
It was the first day of school 
not only for the students, but 
for three new administrators, 
as well. Here's what they had to 
say: 

• Craig 
Fiegel, new 
superinten- . 
dent: "I've 
started a 
few school 
years, so I 
wasn't ner­
vous. (Deputy 

Superintendent) Ken (Jacobs) 
was on top of the buses and • 
everybody was doing their jobs. 
We appeared to be ready and 
they were for the first day." 

• Anthony Ruela, Central 
Middle" School principal: "It was 
like Christmas morning. I was 
exhausted from the weekend 
planning and just making sure I 
was prepared. So, you're tired, 
but still that anticipation of 
what the next morning is going 
to bring. I woke up this morning 
refreshed and ready to go." 
• Kimberly May, Gallimore 
Elementary principal: "I thought 
I would be nervous, but open 
house (last week) helped break 
that. The kids have been giving 
me hugs all morning, so it took 
away the nerves that I could 
have had." 

sMzmstiBuptim 

y 

Serving lunch and dinner dailf. 

Great Kid's M e n u ! 

Rusty Bucket of Wings • Bucket 0* Shr imp 

Bucket Bites • Italian Torpedo • Fish 'n Chips 

Nor thv i l l e • C734) 2 5 4 - 9 6 9 9 

I5400 Sheldon Poad • U\\ Ahead Seating Mailable 

www.rustybuckettavern.com 
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Symphonic slate 
Musical sounds 

abound as 
symphony 

takes the stage 
BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

As the strains of songS from 
Leonard Bernstein's West Side 
Story filled the room, con­
ductor Nan Washburn of the 
Plymouth Canton Symphony 
Society had a message. 

"As you can see, we're 
not a stuffy organization," 
Washburn, marking her 10th 
year as conductor, told mem­
bers and guests at a Plymouth 
A.M. Rotary meeting Tuesday. 

"A lot has changed," 
Washburn said of the sympho­
ny's approaching 63rd season. 
"A lot has remained the same." 

The Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Society is the 
umbrella organization for the 
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra; 
Orchestra Canton, which calls 
Canton's Village Theater home; 
Celebration Youth Orchestra; 
and Classical Music Outreach 
Education Program. 

"So this is our 10th Nan-
iversary," said Beth Stewart, 
PCSS executive director and 
a Rotarian. "We're thrilled to 
have her with us." 

Washburn shared details on 
the opening concert, set for 8 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 13, at the 
Village Theater at Cherry Hill 
in Canton. The Gala Pops will 
feature the Canton Concert 
Band and the Spotlight Players 
with Orchestra Canton. 

'We're doing a *Best of 
Broadway' concert," Washburn 
said. She played taped classic 
Broadway tunes such as / Could 
Have Danced All Night and Some 
Enchanted Evening. Music from 
Gershwin, Irving Berlin and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's on tap. 

Tickets are $25 for adults, 
$20 for seniors, $10 for chil­
dren and students. 

The music continues 8 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 4, at 
Ward Presbyterian Church 
in Northville with "Lights, 

Conductor Nan Washburn and Orchestra Canton/Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra will kick off a new season on Sept. 13 with a show at the Village 
Theater. 

SYMPHONY'S SCHEDULE 

Here's a look at the Orchestra 
Canton/Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra's 2008-09 schedule: 
• Sept 13 - Gala Pops, featuring 
the Canton Concert Band and the 
Spotlight Players with Orchestra 
Canton. 
• Oct. 4 , - "L ights , Camera, 
Concert!" at Ward Presbyterian 
Church in Northville, features 
movie music with the Livonia 
Youth Choir and the Plymouth 
Symphony Orchestra 
• Nov. 8 - "Music from the 
Heartland" at Ward Church 
• Dec. 18 -"Pops at the Penn/ 
Home for the Holidays," at the 
Penn Theatre in Plymouth 
• Jan. 24-"Mozart 's Birthday 
Bash" at the Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill 
• Feb. 7-"Mendelssohn, 
Marimba & More" at Ward Church 
• March 14-"Fanfare for 
Freedom" at Ward Church 
• March 28 - "From Canton to 
Canton; The Music of China" at 
the Village Theater at Cherry Hil! 
• April 24 - "Couch Potato Pops/ 
TV Tunes," the annual fund­
raiser at the Penn 

Camera, Concert!" That will 
feature movie music with 
the Livonia Youth Choir and 
the Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra. Tickets are $25 for 

adults, $20 for seniors, $10 for 
children and students. 

"He's actually going for that 
cool jazz sound of the 1960s," 
Washburn said while playing a 
selection of Zachary Shemon on 
alto saxophone with a Catch Me 
If You Can movie selection. 

At 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8, 
there will be "Music from the 
Heartland" at Ward Church, 
with tickets $25 for adults, $20 
for seniors, $10 for children 
and students. David Syme 
will play the piano in the PSO 
performance. "They called 
him 'The Human Jukebox,'" 
Washburn said of a Syme radio 
appearance. 

University of Michigan pro­
fessor James Aikman's Tempus 
Fugit will have its world 
premiere at the Nov. 8 perfor­
mance. Also, Antonin Dvorak, 
the Czech composer who spent 
time in the American Midwest, 
will be represented by his 
Symphony No. 9 New World. 

The season will wrap up with 
"Couch Potato Pops/TV Tunes," 
8 p.m. April 24 at the Penn, the 
annual fund-raising concert with 
tickets $100 per person including 
a pre-concert reception. Concert-
only tickets are $75. 

To order tickets, visit www. 
plymouthsymphony.org online 
or call (734) 451-2112. 

Washburn also pointed with 
pride to a CD for kids, "Magical 
Tunes and Marvelous Tales," 
due out this fall. Schoolcraft 
College is assisting with graph­
ic design. "It's a very exciting 
thing for us to be presenting," 
she said. 
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curv^s.com 

Try CurvesSmart at the following locations: 

(734) 844-6741 
44248 Cherry Hill Rd. 

CANTON 

(248) 344-4466 
42965 Seven Mi le Rd. 

NORTHVILLE 

(734) 414-0515 (248) 446-9330 
44717 Five Mi le Rd. 

PLYMOUTH 
25820 Pontiac Trail 

SOUTH LYON 

S Curves Internationa!, Inc 

Come celebrate our 
25th Anniversary with us! 
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September 9 ,10 ,11 

4:00 - 8:00 pm 
Classes begin Monday, September 15th 

Register for fall classes 
A great time to see our facility and ask any questions! 

2008 Overall National Choreography Award Winner 
Classes offered: Preschool Donee & Gymnastics, Ballet, Pointe, 

Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Lyrical, Modern, Acrobatics, Gymnastics 
*Age appropriate costumes and choreography 

50% Off 11 Pilates Classes i 
First Months Tuition for 11 Availahle I 

I Register for 2 classes I 
I and receive 3rd class Available 
I FREE for the entire I I New Students Only! M Agesl3-18and 
[ dance & gym year! I ' M h i r ! S ! ' * , * I ' [ W & Over 
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Certified and Professional Instructors 

Call for information or 
to register for classes! 

734.456.4330 
/ > DANCE EXTENSION 

Joanne's Dance Extension 
Plymouth-Canton Gym Express 
42020 Koppernick * Suite 200 

Canton, MI 48187 

For over 25 years, Sharon's has been taking care 
of area households providing installation 
& service for furnaces, air conditioners, 

heat pumps, water heaters, boilers & package systems. 

Avoid costly repairs 
this winter with 

a furnace tune-up... 

media air cleaner 
with the installation 

ot a new furnace 
Mention this ad for free offer • Offer Expires 11/15/08 

•% 

Enjoy a healthier and 
more comfortable 

winter with indoor air 
quality products like 

humidifiers, air 
cleaners and U-V lights 

Replace your 
inefficient furnace with a 
high-efficiency model by 

top rated Rheem or American 
Standard. 6 Months Same As 
Cash with approved credit! 

•BPe"WW»»MWWl 

Call 734-425-1415 Sor a FREE equipment estimate! 
31776 Cowan • Westland, MI 48185 l ib ^ 
Serving your area for over ZS years! -i Ifi 
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OUR VIEWS 

Letters, Web page 
provide your voice 

Over the years, we have enjoyed — and taken seriously 
— the responsibility we have to be your eyes and ears in 
the communities we cover as your hometown newspaper. 

But there's another role we play on your behalf, another 
thing we can be for you — particularly as the world 
moves farther along the information highway. 

Your voice. 
With the established opinion pages inside our print 

editions, and our interactive, user-friendly Web site 
(www.hometownlife.com) readers have an unprecedent­
ed opportunity to take part in the coverage of their own 
community. 

Our "Letters to the Editor" section continues to be a 
leading means of expression for our readers. The section 
was particularly popular during the recent political pri­
mary, as it always is during an election season. The sec­
tion served as a springboard for ideas, a canvas on which 
to paint a portrait of a candidate, and a venue for public 
discourse about the issues facing our community, and 
those we wanted to face those issues. 

But the letters serve a valuable purpose in non-election 
times, as well. A range of topics — from taxes to budgets 
and zoning to public safety —- are debated in these pages 
twice a week. At 400 words apiece, that's a lot of discus­
sion. 

But increasingly, readers are finding it more convenient 
and more interactive to get into discussions via our Web 
page (www.hometownlife.com). There are several ways 
to do it, and all of them are easy. You can become an 
Observer blogger (all you have to do is register, and the 
Web site walks you through the easy-as-pie instructions). 
There are community forums, where you can either start 
a discussion about anything you wish, or join an existing 
discussion. Or you can leave a comment about an indi­
vidual story posted to the site. 

Upset with your elected officials? Let us know. Want 
to thank a police officer or a firefighter? Drop us a line. 
Prefer the Internet to old-fashioned paper-and-pencil, 
feel free. 

For years, we've been your watchdog, keeping our eyes 
on your community for you. Now, we've found more ways 
than ever to provide you with a voice of your own. 

Whichever way you choose to do it, all you have to do 
now is make sure your voice is heard. 

Court was right to reject 
reform ballot proposal 

On Aug. 20, the Michigan Court of Appeals rejected the 
Reform Michigan Government Now ballot proposal. 

The unanimous decision reads: "The RMGN initia­
tive petition is overarching, of a reach and expanse never 
before seen by any constitutional initiative in Michigan's 
long history. It proposes fundamentally to redesign the 
very framework of the Michigan Constitution of 1963, 
which emerged after an historic convention and subse­
quent voter approval." 

The RMGN advocates filed an appeal with the Michigan 
Supreme Court on Aug. 22. The Supreme Court has no 
obligation to hear the case. The proposal calls for elimi­
nating two Supreme Court seats and proposal advocates 
are asking that the two junior justices not participate in 
the appeal. 

We believe the Court of Appeals has made the correct 
decision in rejecting this overstuffed and partisan amend­
ment. The proposal is designed to enhance the position of 
the Democratic Party within the state. It throws in many 
attractive parts in an effort to distort its real intent. 

The removal of the two Supreme Courts justices, for 
instance, would create a Democratic Party-endorsed 
majority on the court, a reverse on the disastrous attempt 
by Franklin Roosevelt to increase the seats on the U.S. 
Supreme Court to win support for his New Deal programs. 

While we oppose the ballot issue, we believe there are 
many items in the proposal that have merit. But as the 
court ruled, voters should not have to decide on so many 
issues buried within a single ballot issue. Rather, voters 
should be asked to consider the issues fully and separately. 

Among the proposals within in the ballot issue are: 
reducing the membership of the state Senate and House, 
rolling back legislative compensation, reforming redis-
tricting by appointing a bipartisan panel to set legislative 
districts, placing restrictions on legislators becoming lob­
byists, reducing judicial salaries, toughening conflict of 
interest requirements, reducing the salaries of the four 
statewide elected officials by 25 percent, reducing the cap 
on the number of state government departments from 20 
to 18 and more. Much more — too much more. 

If proponents believe there is so much to amend in the 
state Constitution, perhaps it is time for a Constitutional 
Convention. Or, perhaps, some of these issues can be set­
tled legislatively or through separate ballot initiatives. 

But this proposal is a terrible approach to government 
reform. 

CANTON 

Kurt Kuban 
Community Editor 

Hugh Gallagher 
Managing Editor 

Susan Rosiek 
Executive Editor 

• * 

Marty Carry 
Director of 
Advertising 

Peter Neill 
Vice President 
General Manager 

Richard Aginian - Publisher Emeritus 

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our 
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute 
to the business success of our customers. 

New Bibles are biased 
I found your article "Twisted 

Scripture?" (Aug. 28), about a man 
suing a Bible publisher for printing 
Bibles with translations that dis­
criminate against gays, quite inter­
esting and thought-provoking. I have 
no idea as to the legality of Bradley 
Fowler's case against Bible publisher 
Zondervan, but I do know that Mr. 
Fowler has a very legitimate reason for 
complaining, , 

We have no original copies of the 
books of the Bible. What we do have 
are copies of copies and translations 
of translations. Many translators had 
ideas about what they thought the 
Bible should say and injected their 
personal views into their translations. 

At the time the books of the Bible 
were written, homosexuality as a 
sexual preference did not exist. Sex ̂  
between males, especially adult males 
and boys, occurred and was con­
sidered part of the Greek and later 
Roman culture. 

Since homosexuality as we know 
it did not exist at the time the Bible 
books were written, using terms like 
homosexuality in translating the Bible 
are obviously a product of the trans­
lator's bias and not what the words of 
the Bible were trying to convey. 

Mr. Bradley, apparently a devout 
Christian, has every right to challenge 
the translators and even to accuse 
them of injecting deliberate homopho­
bic bias where none existed. 

Janusz M. Szyszko 
Canton 

Fix the ballots 
The Canton Township ballot was 

atrocious! Why can't the two primary 
parties be color coded the same as the 
national indicators of red for one and 
blue for the other? Voting directions 
and other issues could stay in black. 
Incumbents for re-election should be 
bold face; that way if a voter is dissat­
isfied with the performance, we will 
know who to vote out. 

Furthermore, the ballot layout could 
be perceived as purposely designed to 
prevent the best qualified opposition 
candidates from being voted into the 
final election. Those voters who voted 
absentee could easily have their vote 
cast out. The front side of the ballot 
was fairly simple to comprehend, but 
the reverse side had only one party for 
county offices and none of the office 
choices were lined up opposite each 
other. It does matter where the blanks 
fall. 

An elderly person or a new voter 
could easily flip to the reverse and 
vote for Democratic county officials 
after voting on the front side for 
Republican candidates and not real­
ize the ballot is disqualified. Voters as 
the polls had a chance to correct the 
spoiled ballots; absentee voters did 
not. Check and see how many absentee 
voters were "crossovers" and therefore 

LETTERS 
not counted. If the party was color 
coded, you would vote by color on the 
front side and continue to the same 
color on the back side. 

John L. Chew 
Canton 

Slavens has integrity 
I am a pediatrician, mother and 

citizen of Canton and I am voting for 
Dian Slavens as my state representa­
tive. I served with Dian on the Isbister 
Elementary School PTO many years 
ago and I know her to be a person of 
integrity and character. More impor­
tantly, Dian is not a career politician. 
She is a mother, grandmother and 
member of our community who under­
stands our issues and can represent us 
well. 

As a pediatrician, I am very aware 
of the need for changes in our health 
care system. I meet patients every day 
who have lost their insurance or who 
need care that their insurance doesn't 
cover. This must change and Dian 
understands this. 

As a mother, I know that our schools 
in Canton, Belleville and Van Buren 
are not funded as well as other dis­
tricts in our state. This is not fair to 
our children and Dian is dedicated to 
fixing this fundamental inequality. 

I believe that we need a state rep­
resentative who understands the eco­
nomic, educational and health care 
challenges that we face in our corner 
of Michigan. Dian Slavens is that per­
son and I encourage my neighbors and 
friends to send her to Lansing. She 
will represent us well. 

Kathryn Bondy Fessler 
Canton 

Arts are alive and well 
With all that we are experiencing on 

a daily basis, increasing food prices, 
high gasoline prices, roads and bridges 
in desperate need of repair, job losses, 
home losses, an ugly war, health care 
problems, homeless shelter needs, 
decreasing educational funding, politi­
cal robber barons, hunger, and an ever 
decreasing standard of living, just 
what is there to look forward to or to 
experience that might lift our spirits? 

In Canton we are running a paral­
lel course with the rest of what other 
Michigan communities and the rest 
of the country is experiencing, but 
thanks to Canton's Leisure Services, 
the Partnership For The Arts, and the 
Downtown Development Association, 
local artists, and the many dedicated 
volunteers, the arts remain alive and 
well in Canton. 

Leisure Services, the PFA and the 
DDA are experiencing financial set­
backs and reduced grant funding just 
like other businesses and state orga­
nizations, but because they are cog­
nizant of the importance of art in our 
lives they are effectively working for 

the retention of visual and perform­
ing art experiences for our residents. 
In so doing they provide the much-
needed spirit lift during those special 
moments in our lives when we can 
listen, view, and appreciate the vari­
ous art forms offered throughout the 
community. 

Performances at the Canton Village 
Theater afford local and national 
groups opportunities to share their 
talents and entertain the public. The • 
gallery space at the Village Theater 
provides an outlet for local, regional 
and nationally recognized visual art­
ists while displaying works that stimu­
late and challenge our minds. Many 
of us have enjoyed the free music -
provided in Backyard Beats and other 
performance locations at no cost and 
that in itself is a breath of fresh air. 
Another Leisure Services offering. 

Much of the existing art experiences 
in Canton would not be present if not 
for the financial aid provided by the 
Partnership For The Arts. They work 
closely with Leisure Services and the 
concerned volunteers generously serv­
ing on the Commission for Arts And 
Culture in Canton. The DDA also 
recognizes the importance of art in 
the community by funding the exhi­
bition of temporary sculpture along 
Ford Road demonstrating that there is 
more to just sales and making abuck. 
It is important to note that the DDA 
is the sole funding provider for that 
particular art experience and they are 
to be congratulated for their commu­
nity involvement above and beyond the 
basic concern for sales. 

So although things may look a bit 
glum, think about the benefits of 
being a part of this community and 
the leaders and volunteers who so 
diligently work together to provide for 
those moments when we can just sit 
back, listen, view, give a sigh, and say 
to ourselves thank goodness for the 
times we can escape from the unpleas­
ant aspects of daily living if only for 
a few moments while, being thankful 
that although many changes are tak­
ing place around us, the arts are alive 
in Canton. 

Ron DePentu 
Canton 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Cay" 

(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
"The mediator was strategically instrumental in getting both parties to reach a contract extension. We are pleased 
that school is starting on time, that students will be in the classroom and that teachers will be teaching." 
- Greg Baracy, Wayne-Westland Schools superintendent, just hours after a state mediator helped the district reach 
a 30-day contract extension with the teachers union, which had threatened to strike without a contract 
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State's residents are ahead of 1 Obama's message of national 
leaders on the need for reform unity was life-altering one 

Phil Power 

ie way Michigan government works badly 
needs a major overhaul, but you might think 
the prospects seem dim indeed. After all, 

the "Reform Michigan Government Now," fiasco 
ended last month with the courts ruling the com­
plex amendment off the ballot. 

But it is clear that our state's 
JIT '£ r K *°P D u s m e s s leaders are over-
^* l f whelmingly convinced that some­

thing needs to be done — at least 
according to a statewide summer 
poll recently taken for Detroit 
Renaissance, the high-powered 
business leadership group. 

The vast majority — 87 percent 
of those responding — say our 
political leaders have done only a 
fair to poor job of balancing the 

state's budget and setting clear spending priorities. 
Almost as many (81 percent) believe lawmakers 

are making short-term taxing and spending deci­
sions that promote their survival in office from 
year to year, rather than working on policies that 
promote Michigan's long-term prosperity. 

This is hardly surprising. The poll was taken 
in late July, when the memories were still vivid 
of last fall's near-meltdown of state finances, 
caused in part by an inexperienced, term-limited 
Legislature. 

Politicians are human beings, just like the rest 
of us. And it's simple human nature to try to duck 
unpleasant stuff, which for lawmakers in Lansing 
means unpopular, but necessary, votes. 

So term-limited legislators all too often kick the 
can down the road by leaving the tough votes to 
their successors. 

The poll also shows deep and grim pessimism 
about our future. More than four out of every five 
Michigan voters think the state is on the wrong 
track, and 74 percent think Michigan's economy 
will either stay the same or get worse next year. 

So it will come as no surprise that a solid 
majority — 56 percent — wants major structural 
reforms in Lansing. Yes, but what kind of reform? 
Remarkably, a half-dozen ideas all got majority 
support among all demographic groups surveyed: 

• Save money by finding other means of pun­
ishment for non-violent offenders, other than 
going to prison (79-3 percent). 

• Increase state employee health care premi­
ums (74.5 percent). 

• Change the retirement system for new teach­
ers (74.1 percent). 

• Increase state employee health care deduct­
ibles and co-pays. (72.5 percent). 

• Impose small co-pays for Medicaid-related 
health services (63.3 percent.) 

• Release some non-violent offenders from pris­
on before their normal parole date (58.8 percent), 

Our basic problem is this: Michigan's state bud­
get has suffered from years of chronic "structural 
deficits." That means the system is built so that 
the state spends more money on programs and 
services than it takes in from various taxes. Worse, 
these costs are bound to increase faster than any 
revenue gains arising from a more prosperous 

economy. 
Although the Legislature raised both income 

and business taxes last year to overcome the $1 
billion-plus structural deficit that then existed in 
the General Fund, it was a temporary solution. 
Virtually all experts predict that structural deficits 
will return — with a vengeance. Left unresolved, it 
could reach $10 billion by 2017! 

Tricia Kinley, the tax expert at the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce, agrees. In a July article in 
The Detroit News commenting on "quiet" budget 
agreements this year in Lansing, she wrote: "We 
could spin our wheels all day long trying to pursue 
major reform in Medicaid costs, prison costs and 
pension reforms. But until we 'turn off the faucet' 
of spending increases (at least turn it down) the 
Legislature and administration will not be forced 
to come together and do what's right for the long-
term health of our state's financial and budget 
situation." 

When asked what to do about the continuing 
budget problems, there was much greater diversi­
ty. Some 6.1 percent polled were in favor of solving 
the problem solely by raising taxes. Another 21.3 
preferred to solve the problem entirely by reduc­
ing state spending. But a solid majority, 56.4 per­
cent, opted for moving toward serious structural 
reforms in state government. 

And when it comes to the voters, the sentiment 
is near-unanimous. An amazing 95 percent say 
reform is personally important to them. 

Incidentally, the poll was taken by the 
Chicago-based Glengariff Group, Inc., for Detroit 
Renaissance, a group of top-level business execu­
tives in southeast Michigan. Though it has been 
around for many years, in recent months Detroit 
Renaissance has spurred itself to become a major 
policy mover and shaker, under the leadership 
of President Doug Rothwell and Domino's Pizza 
CEO Dave Brandon, chair of the Renaissance 
board. 

Rothwell is blunt about the poll results: "The 
people of Michigan are ready for major reforms 
in the way government works and spends money. 
Year-to-year budget cuts and tax increases are 
simply making matters worse. We can't continue 
to postpone theinevitable: Michigan cannot work 
the way it has for the past 50 years, because we 
simply don't have the money we used to have." 

And Lansing, take note: This poll provides solid 
support for an emerging effort to use the "lame 
duck" session of the Legislature — that between 
Election Day and the end of the year — to push 
far-reaching structural reforms of Michigan's gov­
ernment. 

I can't help but be mildly encouraged by all of 
this. We've got a long way to go, but maybe, just 
maybe, that glimmer you noticed this morning 
was, at long last, the first light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

Phil Power is founder and president of The Center for 
Michigan, a think tank based in Ann Arbor. The opinions 
expressed here are Power's and do not represent the official 
views of The Center. Comments welcome at ppower@thecen-
terformichigan.net. 
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Support literacy 

Purchase your book 
online today! 
www.yoursforthedreaming. com . 

PROCEEDS FROM BOOK SALES SUPPORT 
EWI'S DETROIT-WINDSOR CHAPTER 
LITERACY PROGRAMS. 

MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS. 

IK 
DOUGLAS 
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Visit www.ewidetroitwindsor.org to learn about how 
you can get involved and for upcoming meetings. 

Wednesday, September 10, 2 0 0 8 
Firm Night and Scholarship Awards 

5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., The Inn at St. John's, Plymouth, Ml 

Thursday, September 18, 2 0 0 8 
2008 Annual Leadership Conference and Annual Meeting (LCAM) 

Westin Missio-1 Hllln Resort 

___ www.ewrdetroitwindsor.org 
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Four years ago I sat transfixed on my sofa, 
not knowing that the words I "was hear­
ing would change the course of my life. 

It was July 27 and the Democratic National 
Convention was in full swing, on its way to 
nominating John Kerry for the presidency. 

Whatever misgivings I had 
about the party or the candi­
date at the time, I tuned into 
the coverage looking for some 
reason to vote, 

j I found that reason from an 
I unlikely source; a self-defined 
i "skinny kid with a funny 

name" who would challenge 
me to get involved in more 
ways than I could have imag­
ined. 

"Tonight is a particular honor for me 
because — let's face it — my presence on this 
stage is pretty unlikely," Barack Obama said. 

This son of a Kenyan goat herder and a 
mother from the heartland of America told 
me to ignore the pundits and politicos that 
divided this country into warring sides, 
clutched together in a freefall to the bottom. 
He professed a new way to view politics; one 
where you can disagree without being dis­
agreeable. 

As a student who worked as the director of 
a camping program for emotionally impaired 
children, I had a strong leaning to liberal pol­
itics and an even greater suspicion of partisan 
politics. I grew up in a conservative Catholic 
household with certified public accountants 
as parents. 

I did not hate Republicans, only disagreed 
with them on solutions to our common prob­
lems. Sen. Obama's words were music to my 
ears. 

In two years time I had changed my major 
to political science, become editor in chief of 
my student newspaper, managed a campaign 
and begun interning for a congressman. I 
would later invest what little spare time I had 
toward drafting Obama to run for president 
and working for him in the primary. 

In 20061 attended a rally in Detroit where 
Obama came to campaign for Gov. Jennifer 

Granholm. In a union hall, full of Democratic 
supporters, Sen. Obama touched on many 
issues and reasons to vote for Granholm; all 
of which I have forgotten. However, what 
I do remember from the evening is that it 
was nothing like the speech I had seen by 
President Bill Clinton who spoke in Taylor. 
Moving away from demonizing Dick DeVos 
and not focusing on common cheerleader-like 
antics, Obama chose to elevate the discussion 
by activating the crowd outside of partisan 
politics to create a stronger country for every­
one. 

What I also remember is the almost 10 
minutes of the speech devoted to chastis­
ing the Democratic Party for past mistakes. 
While challenging your friends and allies is 
an uneasy path, it has been the journey that 
Sen. Obama has chosen to take. 

In another speech I attended at the Detroit 
Economic Club — dubbed by a friend as the 
dumbest speech he has given — Obama chal­
lenged the domestic auto industry's failure to 
manufacture fuel efficient cars that are more 
marketable. 

What I saw in Sen. Obama was an eager­
ness to speak hard truths and face ugly facts 
in order to address our past and present 
course so that we could all move forward. 

So now, in my last year at the University 
of Michigan and working as a community 
organizer —• a path also inspired by the 
Senator — I have returned in the wake of a 
national convention. I was elected a delegate 
last spring and traveled to Denver to cast my 
vote for the person I campaigned for in the 
primary and who inspired me to get involved 
not only in politics, but in my community as 
well. 

On Thursday night of the convention I sat 
nine rows from the stand and watched in awe 
as one of my heroes made yet another conven­
tion speech. I sat transfixed yet again in won­
der at how unlikely my presence was, 

Michael Sieqrist of Canton is a student of political sci­
ence at the University of Michigan and is a community 
organizer. He served as a Michigan delegate at the 
Democratic National Convention last week in Denver. 
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These legendary actors get together for a rare 
appearance off screen and talk about their first 
movie together in 13 years. 

GAZiNE 

This Sunday in... 
HOMETOWNUFE.COM 
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Salvation Army seeks good people's help in tough times 
BY JULIE BROWN 

O&E STAFF WRITER 

The Salvation Army for 
Eastern Michigan is seeking 
funds, with leaders concerned 

about cuts including the Denby 
Center for Children and Family 
Services in Detroit. 

There's hope on the horizon. 
The Matilda Wilson Fund, a 
generous benefactor, has prom-

Earn extra 
money 
doing taxes.* 

H&R Block Income Tax Course 

Ask about time and loc ations of 
the H&R Block Income Tax 
Course H&R Block teaches tax 
preparation to everyone from 
beginner to CPAs. Successful 
students could go on to earn extra 
money as tax professionals 

Bilingual students 
encouraged to enroll. 

For class times a n d locations visit 
hrbtock.com/taxcourses o r call 
866-859-4122 

For Information Call 
866-853-4122 

" Enrollment restrictions may apply. Enrollment In, or completion of, H&R Block Income Tax Course 
Is neither an offer nor a guarantee of employment. "Fees for courses materials may apply. Valid at 
participating locations only. Void where prohibited. n ™ ^ ^ 

ised to match donations, dollar 
for dollar, up to $50,000. With 
the match, the total would be 
$100,000. 

"We're anticipating a 
response because we've done 
things like this in the past," 
said John Hale, director of 
development for the Salvation 
Army for Eastern Michigan. 
"It absolutely is a slow time" 
for fund raising. He and other 
leaders appreciate the fore­
sight and generosity of the late 
Matilda Wilson, 

"We are concerned," said 
Rochester Hills resident Hale, 
citing high unemployment and 
foreclosures. "I think that the 
need is still high right now." 

In a recent letter to support­
ers, Maj. Norman S. Marshall, 
divisional commander, cited 
steeply rising grocery prices, 
as well as gasoline and utility 
costs. Marshall noted one-third 

of Detroit residents already live 
in poverty, and "the struggle to 
care for our neighbors in need 
is getting much harder." 

The Denby Center includes 
a maternity program for single 
at-risk mothers, and could be 
closed. Denby houses preg­
nant teens and their newborn 
babies, and prepares the young 
women to make a healthy tran­
sition to motherhood. In addi­
tion, its residential treatment 
program gives pre-adolescent 
girls from broken homes sup­
port to find the way to a pro­
ductive future, through physi­
cal, emotional, medical and 
educational help. 

A memo in the August letter 
from Capt. Katherine Clausell, 
who runs the Denby Center, 
notes many teens would other­
wise terminate their pregnan­
cies if not for help received. 
"Our maternity progranTpre-

pares young, first-time mothers 
for the critical challenges of 
motherhood and for a self-suf­
ficient future," Clausell wrote. 

Marshall and other Salvation 
Army leaders have asked for a 
response by Oct. 3. Hale said 
Aug. 20 officials anticipate 
the Denby Center will stay 
open, but it's too early to gauge 
response to the major's August 
letter. 

Also cited in the letter was 
after-school tutoring at the 
Wayne-Westland corps on 
Venoy in Westland. 

Wayne-Westland corps com­
mander Capt. Derek Rose just 
hired a certified teacher for the 
after-school tutoring. "So we're 
looking to start full-force Sept. 
15," he said. 

"It's very important," Rose 
agreed about late summer and 
fall funding. ''We are scraping 
the bottom of the barrel finan­

cially. We are in somewhat of 
a deficit right now, so we are 
looking to increase any funding 
we can." 

Rose, whose wife, Joanna, is 
also a Wayne-Westland corps 
commander, agreed some peo­
ple think of Christmas efforts 
involving the Salvation Army. 
"It's kind of one of those things 
that gets set to the side," Derek 
Rose said. "As always we appre­
ciate any support our commu­
nity in Wayne-Westland can 
provide." 

Checks payable to the 
Salvation Army may be sent to 
the Salvation Army, Eastern 
Michigan Division, 16130 
Northland Drive, Southfield, 
MI 48075. You can also donate 
online atwww.salmich.org, or 
by calling (877) SAL-MICH. 

"I think we can do it as a 
community," Hale said of the 
fund-raising goal. 

Mutual funds should be judged by long-term track record 

Call 734.451.1155 TODAY 
and arrange >v 

for a visit m 

37501 Joy Road 
Westland, Michigan 48165 

ONLY & APARTMENTS LEFT 

SELECT APARTMENTS 

s an investor, there is one 
reason you invest money 

i and that is to make 
money. Because the goal is to 

make money, 
never forget 
that how an 
investment 
performs is 
the most criti­
cal issue. That 
being said, 
how do you 
evaluate per­
formance? 

I believe 
what happens 
in an invest­

ment, particularly a mutual 
fund, over a one-year period 
is relatively immaterial. Any 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

investment can have a good 
year. If you just look at any one 
year, you get a distorted view. 

I use the analogy of whether 
a college education is a good 
investment over a one-year peri­
od. You need to judge the benefit 
of a college education over a 
much longer period of time. The 
same theory applies with invest­
ments. I generally judge invest­
ments over three-, five- and 10-
year time frames. 

Looking at long-term track 
records, you have a better under­
standing of a fund. If you just 
look at three-year returns, any 
one year might significantly 
impact that fund. 

In addition, I like funds that 
have more consistent perfor­

mance vs. funds that are tradi­
tionally on roller coaster rides. 
Some funds will have wide fluc­
tuations in performance. I prefer 
funds that have a little more 
consistency. 

Another factor I consider is 
whether the mutual fund man­
agement team is invested in their 
fund. When the management 
team has money invested, it 
tends to be more sensitive to cer­
tain issues such as taxes and fees. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) has changed 
the disclosure rules over the 
years and now requires manag­
ers to report ownership interest 
in a fund. Some mutual fund 
companies make it easy to 
obtain this information. They 

have posted it on their Web sites 
and they report it in their state­
ment of additional information. 

Most investors ignore the 
statement of additional infor­
mation issued by the mutual 
fund company, however, that 
document has a wealth of infor­
mation for investors including 
how mutual fund managers are 
compensated and their bonus 
arrangement. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial advis­
er. Observer & Eccentric readers can 
submit questions at moneymatters® 
hometowniife.com. For more informa­
tion, visit Rick's Web site at www.bloo-
massetmanaqement.com. You can hear 
Rick from noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on 
WDTK-AM (1400). 
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Call for a FREE information Packet 
Learn why a PCA education is highly valued by 

Plymouth GMatiaiii^H 

Please join us at Brighton Gardens of Northville to celebrate Grandparent's Day. 

Bring your children and friends to an open house as we salute grandparents, seniors 

and the many ways that they enrich our lives. Punch and cookies will be served. 

Since 1981, Sunrise Senior Living has been committed to providing seniors, 

families and caregivers with innovative senior living and care options. 

SENIOR LIVING 

(734) 459-3505̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ C i 
wwwplym^^ 
PCAfslQetiffimJoyfflti Taylor WJnCahtm 

Brighton Gardens of Northville 
Also serving seniors at: 

Sunrise of Northville 

734-420-7917 

734-420-4000 

Assisted Living • Memory Care 

15870 Haggerty Road 

16100 Haggerty Road 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://hrbtock.com/taxcourses
http://atwww.salmich.org
http://hometowniife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanaqement.com
http://www.bloomassetmanaqement.com
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motivation: From 'hair' to eternity 

Ed Wngh 

he instant several Plymouth . 
football players removed 
their helmets for the National 

Anthem last Thursday 
night and exposed 
their mohawked lids, 
I knew the Wildcats 
were on the verge of a 
stellar performance. 

In all the years I've 
been submerged in 
football — as a player, 
sports writer and 

GRID PICKS 

fan — I have yet to see a team that 
executes the team-unity haircut play 
poorly. 

Sure enough, Plymouth rolled 47-7 
over Salem to get its season off to a 
hair-raising start. 

Although the victory was the 
direct result of strong play from 
Matt Skubik, Connor McKinney, 
Connor Martin and friends — not 

Fantastic Sam, Bo-Ric or Vidal 
Sassoon — whoever wielded the clip­
pers on the 'Cats deserves at least a 
pat on the back, 

After some exhausting research, 
I discovered the team-unity haircut 
ritual dates back to the late-1920s. 
Rumor has it, that's when members 
of the Canton Bulldogs — looking for 
a psychological edge before a pivotal 
showdown against the Frankford 
Yellow Jackets — conspired to take 
the field with bowl-cut haircuts. 

While not quite as intimidating as 
mohawks, the bowl-cuts prevailed 
— but only by a whisker. 

The trend spilled over into hockey 
in the 1950s when a number of 
Canadian teams bonded thanks to 
the now-defunct (except for Barry 
Melrose's) mullet hairstyles. 

They won most of their games; 
unfortunately, they lost most of their 
girlfriends. 

Please see GRID, B2 

Canton, Plymouth prevail See story, Page BZ. 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

So far, so very, very good for the 
Salem boys soccer team. 

The red-hot Rocks improved their 
record to 6-0 Tuesday night with an 
impressive 2-1 triumph over previously 
unbeaten Northville (4-1). 

The match, which was played at 
Northville, was the Kensington Lakes 
Activities Association Central Division 
opener for both squads. 

"This was a very big win for us," said 
Salem coach Ed McCarthy. "Northville 
is a very good team with tremendous 
all-around speed. I don't think there's a 

_ faster team 
in the state. 
Our defense 
and (goal­

keeper) Sasa (Miskovic) played great." 
Miskovic stopped 11 Mustangs shots. 
"He was outstanding," McCarthy 

reiterated. "He had to be very alert 
because Northville's attack is so 
strong." 

Following a scoreless first half, 
Salem drew first blood just 17 seconds 
into the second stanza when senior 
Matt Woster scored off an assist from 
Garrett Rogers. 

Northville knotted that game at 1-all 
two minutes later on Joey Zywiol's net-

With a draw looming, Salem senior 
forward Josh Pascarella secured Matt 
Calupina's free kick in front of the 
Mustang net and buried the shot for 
the game-winner. 

Salem returns to action Saturday 
when it defends its title at the East 
Lansing Invitational. 

ewright@fiometownlife.com j (734)953-2108 

Salem senior Kevin Cope (left) dribbles the ball upfield during a match in last month's Chelsea Academy Youth Cup, which was played just 
outside London, England. Cope was playing for the Disney Soccer Showcase All-Stars. 

Salem's Cope shines at premier tourney in London 
BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Kevin Cope recently returned from 
an extraordinary soccer-based jour­
ney that stretched all the way from 
the Magic Kingdom to the United 
Kingdom. 

The highly accomplished senior 
defender for Salem's soccer team 
was a member of the Disney Soccer 
Showcase All-Stars, who traveled to 
London, England last month to par­
ticipate in a week-long slate of games 
against elite 18-and-under squads 
from around the world. 

"We played against teams from 

Argentina, Germany, 
Russia and Chelsea, so 
the competition was 
amazing," said Cope, 
who verbally commit­
ted to play college soc­
cer at Michigan State 
University beginning 
in the fall of 2009. "At 
first, I wasn't sure if I 

was going to do it, but now I'm glad I 
did. It was a great experience." 

Cope's once-in-a-lifetime opportu­
nity was sparked last December when 
he competed for the Michigan Wolves 
in a high-caliber showcase tournament 
in Orlando, Fla. 

The athletic defender impressed 
scouts so much that he was invited to 
play on the prestigious Disney squad 
that participated in the inaugural 
Chelsea Academy Youth Cup, which 
was sponsored by the famed soccer 
club Chelsea FC. 

"We played surprisingly well," said 
Cope, referring to the Disney team 
that finished first in its group's stand­
ings. "The players on the teams we 
were playing — Argentina, Germany, 
Chelsea FC — had played together 
for several years and we had just met 
about a week before the tournament." 

Please see COPE, B6 

Canton golfer makes 'Guinness' 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WJR 

Canton resident Jeff Marcero (back row, third from left) earned a place in the 'Guinness 
World Records' book July 20 when he joined a group of golfers to set a record for the 
fastest round on the Monument Course at Boyne Mountain. Marcero and his fellow 
linksters played 18 holes in seven minutes and 56 seconds. 

BY ED WRIGHT 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton resident Jeff Marcero is headed 
straight for the pages of the Guinness World 
Records book — and he's taking his putter 
with him. 

On July 20, Marcero was one of 40 people 
who chipped in to break the world record for 
the fastest round of golf. 

And, no, the group didn't include Tiger 
Woods or Usain Bolt. 

The record-setting contingent, which was 
put together by radio station WJR and Boyne 
Mountain Resorts, played 18 holes on the 
Monument at Boyne Mountain layout faster 

than it takes some PGA Tour pros to line up a 
putt: 7 minutes and 56 seconds. 

The previous record of 8:47 was set in 
August of 2003 at Bridelwood Golf Club in 
Flower Mound, Texas. 

Marcero and his fellow record-breakers 
were strategically placed on three of the 
Monument's holes (a par 3, par 4 and par 5), 
which they played six times consecutively. 

The clock started each time the initial tee 
shot was struck. Players stationed in the fair­
ways and around the greens ran to the resting 
spot of each shot and proceeded to move the 
ball toward the hole. 

Please see GUINNESS,' B6 

Donnelly-Runnion 

Road Race 
The 2008 Trish 

Donnelly-Runnion 
Memorial Road Race 
will be held Sunday, 
Sept. 21, in downtown 
Plymouth. 

Proceeds from the 
5K run and 1-mile 
run/walk will benefit . 
breast cancer aware­
ness and the Salem 
High School cross 
country teams. 

The entry fee is $16 
if postmarked before 
Sept. 12 and $20 after 
Sept. 12. 

Registration for the 
5K race will run from ; 
7-8 a.m. on Sept. 12 in 
the Plymouth Cultural 
Center lobby. The race 
will start at 8:15 with \ 
the one-mile events 
scheduled to com­
mence at 9:10. 

Registration infor­
mation can be picked 
up in the Cultural 
Center lobby until the 
day of the event. '.-; • 

For more infor­
mation contact Pat 
Donnelly at (734) 
495-9512 or (248) 474-
3511. 

PCS girls hockey s 

Fall skates are cur­
rently forming for 
all girls interested in 
playing for the 2008-
09 Plymouth-Canton-
Salem girls hockey 
team. 

Players of all abil­
ity levels are welcome 
to attend the twice-
a-week workouts set 
for Mondays and 
Wednesdays beginning 
Sept. 15. For additional 
information, contact 
Alane Shaffer at (734) 
737-9332. 

Compuware Arena 
skating programs 

Compuware Arena, 
located on Beck Road 
just north of M-14 in 
Plymouth Township, 
is offering "Learn to 
Skate" and "Learn to 
Play" programs. 

Learn to Skate class­
es are being offered 
Sept. 9 through Oct. 
25. The cost of the 
seven-week session is 
$88. Registration for 
this class runs through 
Sept. 5. 

Learn to Play is 
offered Sept. 9 through 
Oct. 25. The cost of the 
seven-week program 
is $88. 

For more informa­
tion or to register call 
(734) 453-6400. 
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Ig HOMETOWN 
WEEKLY 
PRIZES! 

icom 
Test your football knowledge against these four Jocks, create your own 

IOM nnwn teams, play head-to-head with your neighbors, coworkers, friends and 
WVMV family. Our player-friendly game program keeps track of your progress 

all year long and lets you know how you stack up with your group. 
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