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The award-winning Plymouth-Canton Marching Band, directed by Martin Montoya, practices for the 2008 season. 

BY DIANE HANSON 

CORRESPONDENT 

The cadence of drums, the 
harmonious swells of music 
from brass and woodwinds, the 
mechanical beat of the metro­
nome have all carried for miles 
into the Plymouth and Canton 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the Educational Park since the 
mid-August, weeklong home 
camp. 

It can mean only one thing: 
The nationally acclaimed 
Plymouth-Canton Marching 
Band is on the move for the 
2008 season. 

"I'm really excited about this 
year's show," said enthused 
Plymouth senior Bruno 
Yoshioka, who plays primarily 
soprano and alto saxophones 
and will be playing a soprano 
sax solo in the second move-

WHERE THEY'LL BE 
Here's the 2008 schedule for the 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park Marching Sand: 
Sept. 13 - Novi 
Sept. 27 - Trenton 
Oct. 11-Bands of America 
Regional at EMU 
Oct. 25 - Great Lakes invitational 
Nov. 1-State Championships at 
Ford Field 
Nov. 13-15-BOA Grand Nationals Kefcie Uubakka plays trumpet as the P-CEP Marching Band gets ready for 

the 2008 season. 

ment. "I really like the music 
so far. The visual aspects are 
going very well. New members 
are catching on really quick 
and returning members are 
doing a lot better than they 
have in the past." 

That's all music to the ears of 

Martin Montoya, just named 
the new director of bands. 
Montoya, who has served as 
a part-time assistant with the 
marching band for the past 
three years, replaces former 
director Marc Whitlock, who 
stepped down from the day­

time teaching position and the 
demanding schedule of the 
marching band for family rea­
sons. Whitlock now directs the 
instrumental music program 
at Discovery Middle School in 

moves 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Canton Planning 
Commission has put its stamp 
of approval on preliminary 
planned district development 
plans for a new Meijer store 
on Michigan Avenue. 

Representatives for the 24-
hour retailer went before the 
commission Monday night 
requesting approval to move 
forward with its proposed 
156,000-square-foot store at 
the Morton Taylor intersec­
tion. 

The 66-acre project, 
which will straddle the north­
west and northeast corners 
of the intersection, will serve 
as a catalyst to continue 
development along Michigan 
Avenue, said attorney Bryan 
Amann, who is represent­
ing the Grand Rapids-based 
company. 

"This area is one that cer­
tainly has a need," he said, 
adding that he disagrees with 
talk that the township doesn't 
need another Meijer. "Meijer 
will drive the daily traffic 

(of the development). It will 
cause retailers to look twice." 

Amann also said the store 
is likely to pull in Wayne resi­
dents who do their grocery 
shopping in Westland. 

The development will 
include a gas station, outlots 
and a shopping center. 

In her last meeting as a 
commissioner, Katherine 
Bovitz expressed some res­
ervation about the embed­
ded brick precast walls that 
Meijer has proposed for the 
exterior of the new store. 
Bovitz said the seams caused 
by the precast walls weren't 
attractive. 

A Meijer representative 
said the brick panels are an 
economical choice for the 
company. 

The preliminary PDD will 
now go before the Board of 
Trustees. If moved forward 
by the board, Meijer will then 
submit a final PDD request 
and site plans to the town­
ship. 

Meijer has 182 stores in 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 
Ohio and Kentucky. 

Please see BAND, A4 

driver in fatal accident 
waves preliminary exam 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth teenager charged 
with negligent homicide in con­
nection with an April 22 fatal 
accident in Canton waved her 
preliminary exam Friday in 35th 
District Court. Elizabeth Ann 
Koet, 17, was bound over to the 
Third Circuit Court in Detroit, 
where she is scheduled to be 
arraigned on Sept. 12. 

Koet, who is represented by 
Mount Clemens attorney Michael 
Cherry, has been charged with 
the two-year misdemeanor for her 
involvement in the April 22 crash 
that killed motorcyclist Diane 
Arlene Eickmeyer, 48. The acci­
dent took place at the intersection 
of Ford and Ridge roads. 

Eickmeyer of Gregory, Mich,, 
came in contact with Koet's mini-
van as the teen, who was traveling 
south on Ridge Road, attempted 

to cross Ford Road. Police have 
said neither speeding, drugs nor 
alcohol were factors in the colli­
sion. Eickmeyer died of her inju­
ries April 25. 

Originally Koet's preliminary 
exam in 35th District Court had 
been scheduled earlier this month, 
but it was postponed until Friday so 
Cherry could meet with prosecutors 
to see if they could reach some kind 
of plea agreement. Koet remains 
released on a $5,000 personal bond. 

Cathy Quails spins wool into yarn. She is a member of 
Sisters of the Union, which participated in Canton's 
Village Faire last weekend in Cherry Hilt Village. The 
event, which harkened back to the days when corn 
was king in Canton, featured plenty of historical 
demonstrations and displays, as well as the ever popular 
Canton Lions Club's annual Corn Roast. 
Tor a story and more photos, please see page A3. 
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BY SUE MASON 

. ' , STAFF WRITER 

A state mediator has become 
involved in contract talks 
between Wayne-Westland 
school officials and its teachers 
union. 

The Wayne-Westland 
Education Association request­
ed the help of the media­
tor through the Michigan 
Employment Relations 
Commission Wednesday in 
hopes of avoiding a strike by 
the district's 900 teachers on 
Tuesday, the opening day of 
school. 

"We're absolutely miles 
apart," said WWEA president 
Nancy Strachan. "We're trying 
to be reasonable and make rea­
sonable offers." 

Mediator Wanda Mayes met 
with both sides individually 
and together on Thursday and 
had scheduled another session 
for 10 a.m. Friday Both sides 
planned to attend. 

"We're encouraged by the 
use of a state mediator," said 
Superintendent Greg Baracy. 
"We will work in conjunction 
with the mediator to schedule 
as many meetings as necessary 
to reach a settlement. 

"By using a mediator, it may 
be fruitful in helping us all 
reach a middle ground." 

The teachers' contract 
expired Monday, the same 
day members overwhelm­
ingly approved a strike, delay­
ing start of school Tuesday. 

According to Starchan, some 
issues have been settled, but 
the two sides are "far apart" on 
three issues - class sizes, health 
care and wages. 

Evelyn Baran, Michigan 
Education Association field 
director, said Mayes can sug­
gest alternatives to the two 
sides and insist they meet a 
reasonable number of times 
and places. 

Both sides have exchange 
words over the course of nego­
tiations with the union claim­
ing the school district has 
failed to negotiate in good faith 
and refused to schedule new 
talks after Thursday in a press 
release issued by the Michigan 
Education Association late 
Thursday morning. 

Baracy, however, said the 
press release was "not truthful" 
and reiterated a statement he 
made Tuesday that the "district 
is willing to "go around the 
clock." 

"We will continue to negoti­
ate in good faith, this is now in 
the hands of the mediator," he 
said. 

The school board meet in 
closed session Thursday eve­
ning, and the union used it as 
an opportunity to rally outside 
the district's administra­
tive offices on Marquette in 
Westland. 

"I hope the school board can 
hear us and tell their team 
to get to the table Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
and wrap this up," Baran told 
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Wayne-Westland Education Association Nancy Strachan talks to teachers 
about contract taiks during a rally Thursday evening. 
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a crowd of some 200 teachers 
who carried picket signs read­
ing "Teachers deserve respect" 
and "All children deserve small 
classes." "We still have hope. 
We still have a couple of days 
and I hope with the board's 
support, we'll get a contract." 

"We want you back in school, 
we know that in your hearts 
that's what you want," said 
Strachan. "We want you back 
with a fair and equitable con­
tract."' 

The rally came a day after 
the district sent a letter to 
teachers on Wednesday, stat­
ing that the board was "disap­
pointed" to that the WWEA 
leadership may call a strike. 
The letter informed teach­
ers that "whether the WWEA 
leadership calls an illegal 
strike, the board will expect all 
employees to report for work as 
scheduled." 

It also stated that WWEA 

members who do not report for 
work or who report but do not 
perform all their duties will be 
"engaging in illegal conduct." 

State law prohibits strikes 
by public employees, including 
teachers, who could face penal­
ties ranging from fines to fir­
ing for breaking the law. 

MEA attorney Bill Young 
told the teachers that the letter 
"was nothing more than what 
the union has seen in other 
places." 

"It's just a letter, just a bully 
tactic," he said. "We want you 
in class on Tuesday with a fair 
contract." 

Both sides also are using 
their Web sites to promote 
their cases. Thursday the 
school district posted a ques­
tion and answer brief about 
negotiations on its Web site at 
www.wwcsd.net,. The union 
is presenting MEA economist 
Ruth Beier's financial analysis 

Wayne Westland teachers raise signs, calling for smaller class sizes and 
respect, in a show of support for Wayne-Westland Education Association . 
negotiators during a rally at the district's administrative offices Thursday 
evening. 

on the MEA Web site at www. 
mea.org/press. 

Baran told the teachers that 
the union has the support of 
the UAW and were several 
handmade signs urging people 
to buy American-made cars. 

"They (the UAW) made the 
signs. They're supporting us, 
and we appreciate, that," said 
Sue Carlson, a Spanish teacher 
at Marshall Middle School. 

Reminded of the school 
district's slogan, Baran told 
the teachers that "great futures 

do start right here, not just for 
kids, but for the teachers." 

"There's 900 ofus, we'll all : 
go out together, we all come in 
together," she said. 

"We hope the board will tell 
its team to meet through the 
weekend," she added. "For sure 
we know that if we don't bar­
gain, we won't have an agree­
ment by Tuesday. Our teachers 
want and agreement." 

smason@hometownlife.com 

(734)953-2112 ' • 

Way of Life Christian Church is giving 
away free backpacks filled with school 
supplies. The picnic and giveaway will be 
held from 2-6 p.m., Aug. 31, at UAW 735, 
480J.J Michigan Avenue (west of B̂ -ck 
Road) Thr-rr wi)l be rHY^hmf' t i tc .;nr1 
activities for children of all ages. Pastors 
Fred and Helen Canlv and the Wav of Life 

congregation will be on hand and would 
love to meet your family. For more infor­
mation, call (734) 482-0068. 

Friends and supporters of local resident 
Don Wilson are invited to participate in 
Rnft'nio Wild Wing^ fund-raiser for Don's 
Stroke Ri-habiiitation Fund on Sept. S 
(all dav). A certificate can be downloaded 

from the Canton Chamber of Commerce's 
Web site at www.cantonchamber.com, 
which will donate 20 percent of your pur- . 
chase for lunch, dinner or a snack that day 
to the fund. If you're not able to attend, . > 
but would still like to donate, please mail 
your check payable to Don Wilson Stroke 
Rehabilitation Fund e/o Community 
Financial, 6355 N. Canton Center Road, 
Canton, MI 48187-

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://HOMETOWNLtFE.COM
http://www.wwcsd.net
http://mea.org/press
mailto:smason@hometownlife.com
http://www.cantonchamber.com
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A stroll back through time 
Good crowds 

turn out to see 
a bit of history 
at Village Faire 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A couple thousand area 
residents got to take a little 
glimpse at what life was like 
in Canton years ago when 
corn was king during last 
weekend's Village Faire. 

The sixth annual event, 
which was put on by Canton 
Township, the Canton 
Historical Society and the 
Canton Lions Club, took 
place Saturday and Sunday 
in Cherry Hill Village and 
featured plenty of historical 
demonstrations, music and 
displays. 

Actually, as it turns out, 
corn was king on Sunday, 
when the Canton Lions Club 
held its annual "corn roast" 
fund-raiser, an event Canton 
Lion Bob Boyer started sev­
eral years ago. Canton Lion 
Charlie Mott, a former presi­
dent of the club, said there 
was a good turnout for the 
all-you-can-eat meal that 
featured tasty grilled corn 
donated by Mary's Farm 
Market of Canton. 

"It went pretty good. The 
turnout wasn't as big as last 
year, but that was probably 
because the event was two 
days instead of one as in the 
past. It went well, though, 
and the weather was per­
fect," said Mott, a longtime 
Canton resident. 

On Saturday, there was 
an 1860s vintage baseball 
game between the Northville 
Eclipse and the Royal Oak 
Wahoos, which featured 
several shoeless players 
and 19th century rules. On 
Sunday, highlights included 
agricultural demonstrations 
with live oxen, a petting 
200 with farm animals, and 

PHOTOS BY ANN ESP1N0ZA 

Fiddler Howard Schlegel played with the Heritage Minstrels. 
Lions Club member David Smith roasts com at the Village Faire on Sunday. 
The Corn Roast is on of the club's biggest fund-raisers and one of the big 
hits at the Faire. 

Casey Bower learns how to turn fiber 
into rope from Tillers International. 
Casey, 10, lives in Canton. 

Tillers International live 
demonstrations of 
rope-making and black-
smithing. 

In addition, the group 
Sisters of the Union pro­
vided plenty of living his-

Dodworth Saxhorn Band member Richard Rowe plays the baritone saxhorn 
for Canton resident Al Collins at the Village Faire. 

tory demonstrations, such 
as bees wax candle-making, 
soap-making, baking, and 
spinning. 

Both days featured plenty 
of the kind of music that 
was prevalent when Canton 
was just a rural, agricultural 
township. 

Canton Recreation 
Specialist Jennifer 

Provenzano said the event 
went over great, largely 
because of its unusual 
demonstrations and activi­
ties. 

"It's not the kind of stuff 
you see at most festivals. 
A lot of the activities were 
very hands on. It's a pretty 
unique event," Provenzano 
said. 
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AROUND CANTON 

Hazardous waste 
drop-off 

Canton's annual Hazardous 
Household Waste Day will be 
held 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 6 at Canton's Division 
of Public Works Building, 
located at 4847 Sheldon Road. 
This event is open to Canton 
residents only and is an oppor­
tunity to make your home and 
environment safe by properly . 
disposing of waste that is con­
sidered toxic, flammable, or 
corrosive. 

Examples of acceptable 
waste being collected include, 
but are not limited to, fluores­
cent light bulbs, oil-based and 
latex paint, paint thinner, tur­
pentine, bug sprays, floor-care 
products, expired medicine, 
computers and scanners, dry 
cleaning solvents, rat poison, 
household batteries, propane 
tanks, mercury waste, anti­
freeze, brake fluid, diesel fuel, 
kerosene, motor oil, and acids. 

Canton will be unable to 
accept commercial waste, con­
struction debris, explosives or 
ammunition, fire extinguish­
ers, firewood, radioactive 

CANTON CINEMA 

JJALITY 
THEATERS 

Ticket Kiosk &Hcfcets Online 
www.G0Ti.com 

DETROIT'S BEST 

MOVIE DEAL 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

BIG SCREENS 
*4 00 ALLSEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVE. * 7 • 5 0 

SHOWTIMES 3/29-9/4 Q No pastas 

O DISASTER MOVIE (PG-13) 

12:40,2:50,5:00,7:20,9:30 

FRI/SATLS 11:35 

O BABYLON A.D. (PG-13) 

12:20,2:30,4:40,6:50,9:00 

FRI/SATLS 11:10 

© DEATH RACE (R) 

12:15,2:35,4:55,7:15,9:35 

FRI/SATLS 11:55 

THE ROCKER (PG-13) 9:20 

FRI/SATLS 11:40 

FLY ME TO THE MOON 3D (G) 

11:05,1:05,3:05,5:05,7:05 

STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS (PG) 

12:00,2:20,4:45,7:00 

MIRRORS (R) 9:45 

TROPiC THUNDER (R) 

11:45,2:10,4:35, 7:00, 9:25 

FRI/SAT LS 11 ;50 

THE DARK KNIGHT (PG-13) 

12:30, 3:35, 6:40, 9:40 
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NO GYM DANDY! 
While much attention has been 

focused on the unhealthy effects 
of anabolic steroids, which have 
been illegally used by athletes to 
pump up their muscles, dentists 
see another side of the problem. 
What many people do not realize 
is that these harmful drugs also 
stimulate the growth of the gums, 
which places steroid users at risk 
for severe gum infection. The fact 
is that gum tissue is affected by 
sex hormones, When researchers 
examined the gums of body 
builders who took anabolic 
steroids for less than one year and 
compared them with those of 
non-users, they found the steroid 
users' gums to be thicker, 
enlarged, and overgrown. These 
changes make gums significantly 
more iikely to trap plaque and 
become infected. 

We dedicate ourselves to 
keeping' our patients out of the 
dental chair. We provide the 
highest quality of preventive care 
so that they'll spend less time in 
treatment and more time enjoying 
theirhealthysmiles. , 

In addition to treating gum 
disease and its resultant infections 
and conditions, we offer 
complete general dental care, 
from cleanings to full mouth 
reconstruction to repair of any 
damage done by neglect or 
trauma. We also provide cosmetic 
dentistry here at 496 W. Ann 
Arbor Trait, Ste. 201, Plymouth, 
for the sunniest smiles possible. 
Call us 734453-9413 for an 
appointment. 

P.S. Changes in the gums have 
been observed during puberty, 
pregnancy, and menopause, 
and with the use of oral 
contraceptives. 

material, smoke detectors, and 
tires. To obtain a detailed list 
of what is and is not accept­
able please call Canton Public 
Works at (734) 394-5150 or 
visit www.canton-mi.org. 

For year round disposal 
of hazardous waste, Canton 
Waste Recycling (CWR), 
located at 42020 Van Born 
Road, will accept limited items 
on scheduled Fridays from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. and on sched­
uled Saturdays from 8-11 a.fn. 
Items accepted for drop off at 
CWR include, batteries, oil, 
antifreeze, and paint (limited 
to five one-gallon containers). 
CWR recycling dates can be 
found in your monthly Focus 
Newsletter under the com­
munity calendar or by calling 
CWR at (734) 397-5801. 

Call for crafters 
The Delta Kappa Gamma 

Education Society hosts its 
annual juried handmade-only 
Craft Show 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 18, at West 
Middle School in Plymouth. 

Organizers are expecting 
some 1,500 customers for 
the show, which also features 
food and drawings. For more 
information, call Sandy Downs 
at (734) 340-4229 or e-mail 
Judy Stone at JBSTONE 716® 
COMCAST.NET. 

Head Start preschool 
Plymouth Canton Head Start 

is now enrolling students in its 
free preschool program. There 
will be an ice cream social and 
fall kick off meeting from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m., Sept. 3 at Sheldon 
Head Start, 

44649 Michigan Avenue, 
Canton. For more informa­
tion or to enroll a student, call 
(734)326-6271. 

Mom to mom sale 
Connection Church in 

Canton is having a fall Mom-
to-Mom Sale from 8:30 a.m.-l 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 6. More 
than 75 moms will be selling 
their kids' clothes, toys, books/ 
DVD's, baby equipment, etc., 
that their families have out­
grown. There is a $1 admission. 
Refreshments will be available. 
Strollers welcome. Connection 
Church is located at 3855 
Sheldon Road, just north of 
Michigan Avenue. For more 
information, check out mom-
2momlist.com. 

New music 
man picked 
to lead band 

BY DIANE HANSON 

CORRESPONDENT 

Martin Montoya has been overwhelmed 
with the tremendous outpouring of 
support since Marc Whitlock, direc­
tor of bands at the Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park since 2003, asked him 
to serve as interim director of the award-
winning Plymouth-Canton Marching 
Band. 

Whitlock stepped down from the posi­
tion due to family responsibilities and 
is now the director of the instrumental 
music program at Discovery Middle 
School in Canton. 

"When I took the reins from Marc, I had 
an outpouring of e-mails and phone calls 
from parents of members, but also from 
alums of the program, parents of alums 
and former staff members," Montoya said. 
"It was really cool to see such community 
support, even long after their involvement 
with the program had ended." 

Montoya, who grew up in Austin, Texas, 
was in marching band all four years at 
David Crockett High School there, as well 
as two years with the Cavaliers Drum 
and Bugle Corps and three years with the 
Texas State Marching Band. He received 
a master's degree in music performance 
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Director Martin Montoya, here keeping time during a band camp drill, replaces Marc Whitlock, who 
stepped down after five'years due to family circumstances. 

from Michigan State University and it 
was during that time he assisted the 
Plymouth-Canton Marching Band a cou­
ple of days each week. 

"I love the program and the kids," said 
Montoya, who helped out on a regular 
basis with the band during the 2007 
season while employed at Spring Arbor 
University in Jackson. "(Whitlock) and I 
had been talking about me taking a more 
active role," recalled Montoya. "Then in 
May, when he had to make his decision, 
he asked me to land of hold down the fort 
while the transition took place." 

That transition for Montoya and other 
new staff members has been facilitated by 

current staff members, Montoya said. He 
had special kudos for Jenifer Leseth, color 
guard director for the marching band. 

Band booster president Scott Ragland 
said the program is fortunate to have 
Montoya. "You've got somebody in Martin 
who is very familiar with the kids," Ragland 
said. "They respect him because he deliv­
ers to them what they need, which is how 
to play their instruments better and how 
to be better at marching. Whenever there 
is change, that always breeds a little bit of 
anxiety among people. But this program 
has seen change a number of times and it-
has neyef slowed down the progress. I don't 
think this year will be any different." 

BAND 
FROM PAGE A1 

Canton. 
"These are some of the hard­

est working people I have ever 
met," Montoya said of his 170 
marching band students and 
his staff. Tve worked with a 
lot of different programs, but 
nothing like this. The work 
ethic is greater than anything 
I've ever seen before." 

That work ethic is some­
thing that has paid off over 
the years for the band that has 
captured the Flight I State 
Championship title 21 times in 
the Michigan Competing Band 
Association's 28-year history, 
not to mention consistently 
placing among the top bands 
in the nation at the Bands 
of America Grand National 
Championships, marching off 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

It's time for a water break, so Matt Siedlik and Matt Wolfe rehydrate. 

with the championship trophy 
in 1990,1991 and 1999. 

"This band has one of the 
longest-lasting national reputa­
tions out there," said Montoya. 
"Every year we go to Nationals 
in November and people always 
expect a great product. We're 
looking forward to another 
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the green Sight that means you're working out at the pace that will get 

you to your fitness goafs. Join th$ revolution, Call today and see Just how 

personal your workout can be. 

YOUR CURVES WILL AMAZE YOU." 

Try CurvesSmart at the fol lowing locations: 

(734) 844-6741 
44248 Cherry Hill Rd. 

CANTON 

(248) 344-4466 
42965 Seven Mile Rd. 

NORTHVILLE 

(734) 414-0515 (248) 446-9330 
44717 Five Mile Rd. 

PLYMOUTH 
25820 Pontiac Trail 

SOUTH LYON 

©20GB Curves International, Inc. 

great year." 
This year's show is titled, 

"Kaleidoscope," an approxi­
mately 10-minute, fast-paced 
extravaganza of music and 
color in motion. 

"The program is coming 
together nicely and the group 
has been working hard," said 
band booster President Scott 
Ragland. "I think everybody 
is excited about the show and 
how it is coming along. It's 
going to be colorful. It's going 
to be fast. It's going to be true 
Plymouth- Canton." 

Montoya couldn't agree 
more. 

"We've got a good start and 
we're all really excited about it," 
he said. "We think it's going to 
be a real crowd-pleasing per­
formance this year." 

Part of the reason for that 
good start, Montoya explained, 

is due to the strong leadership 
skills band members develop 
over the years. 

"This is my fourth year with 
the program so it's great to 
see some of the kids, who were 
freshmen when I started work­
ing here, taking the leader­
ship role," he said. "One of the 
things this program does is; 
by the time the students get to 
that senior level, they're ready 
to take on the leadership role 
and help bring up the younger 
kids." 

That's something Salem 
senior Stephanie Torok, one of 
this year's drum majors along 
with Caroline Williams and 
Kayla Ragland, takes person­
ally. 

"This is the year that you 
make your legacy," she noted 
about her last year with the 
band. "It's where leadership 
really takes place. You inspire 
the kids who are going to be 
the future leaders." 

Salem junior Alex Rodriquez, 
a second-year flutist with the 
band, concurred. 

"The section leaders this 
year are absolutely fantastic 
arid they're stepping up to the 
plate," she said. 

"Teachers can tell you to do 
stuff, but it's up to the kids 
to actually apply it. Band has 
taught me to lead myself and to 
get that encouragement from 
within myself, but also to help, 
with other people. It's been a 
growing experience." 

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, September 15, 2008 
TATE & CO. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra 
Space Storage, will be offering for sale under (he judicial 
lien process, by public auction, the following storage units. 
The goods to be sold are generally described as household 
goods. The terms of the sale will be cash only. Extra Space 
Storage reserves the right to refuse any and all bids. The 
sale will be at the following location: Extra Space Storage, 
6729 N Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48187 @ NOON. 

Paula Garland E-186 10x10 TV, Couch, mattress, boxspring, 
dresser, headboard; footboard, 
blankets, 5+ tubs, 5+ boxes, 
chairs, tables, loveseat, wicker 
chair, art deco piece, luggage ' 

Publish: August 31 & September 7,2008 

PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10,2006 
7:00 PM 

(734) 453-1234 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held at the 
_ Cultural Center to consider the following: 

Due to remodeling of City Hall, the meeting will be held at the 
Cultural Center located at 525 Farmer. A notice is posted at City 
Hall that includes a map to the Cultural Center. 

1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR SPECIAL USE, SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL: 

SP 07-07 Change of Use from Residential to Office 
820 Starkweather 
Zoned: MU, Mixed Use 
Applicant: Joseph Philips Architect 

All interested persons are invited to attend. 

In accordance with the Americans with Usabilities Act, the City of Plymouth will 
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the 
hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the 
meeting/hearing, to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or 
services may be made by writing or calling the following; 

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 206 

Publish: Sunday, August 31, 2008 O60BB1B242-3X4.5 

http://Www.hometowntife.com
http://www.G0Ti.com
http://www.canton-mi.org
http://COMCAST.NET
http://2momlist.com
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Airport prepares for opening of new North Termina 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

The Wayne County Airport 
Authority is ready to roll out 
the red carpet for Detroit Metro 
Airport's new North Terminal. 

While not as splashy as 
the McNamara Terminal on 
the airport's south end, the 
North Terminal, is a sparkling 
improvement over the aging 
Smith and Berry terminals it is 
replacing. 

"The simplicity of this 
building is part of its beauty," 
Michael Conway, the airport's 
director of public affairs, said at 
a media tour of the new facility 
Wednesday. 

The $431 million terminal 
is scheduled to officially open 
Sept. 17. Wednesday, construc­
tion workers were busy putting 
the final touches in place for a 
weekend of previews Friday-
Saturday, Sept. 5-6. 

"Detroit Metro Airport is 
one of southeast Michigan's 
greatest assets, and the Airport 
Authority is eager to share this 
new addition to our award-win­
ning facilities with the com­
munity we serve," WCAA CEO 
Lester Robinson said. 

Until the opening of the 
McNamara Terminal for 
Northwest Airlines and its affil­
iate airlines in 2002, Detroit 
Metro Airport was regularly 
criticized for its dated, aging 
and inefficient facilities. One 
critic said Detroit Metro ranked 
just ahead of the Calcutta air­
port as the worst in the world. 

The sleek McNamara 
Terminal began to change the 
opinion of writers and fliers. 
The 26-gate North Terminal 
will serve the airlines not 
affiliated with Northwest: 
Southwest, United, Air Canada, 
U.S. Airways, Spirit, Frontier, 
AirTran and USA 3000. In 
addition, Lufthansa and Royal 
Jordanian will move from 
McNamara to the new terminal. 

Conway said the Airport 
Authority set four major goals 
for the new building: safety, 
convenience, efficiency for air-

It won't be long before jets are pulling up to the new terminal. 

The North Terminal will have a linear layout similar to the McNamara Terminal on Metro Airport's south side. 

lines and expandability. 
The North Terminal's long, 

linear design replaces the old-

fashioned pier design of the 
Smith and Davey terminals, 
which caused delays as airliners 
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had to wait for other airliners to 
pull out. 

"In linear style, aircraft can 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER [ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

move in and out of gates inde­
pendent of each other," Conway 
said. 

The North Terminal will 
not have a people mover as at 
McNamara, but it will have a 
moving sidewalk. There will 
be restrooms at the end of each 
moving sidewalk and conve­
nient to the gates. The gates will 
have sleek and durable Herman 
Miller seating. 

"We get lots of compli­
ments on gate seating and it's 
a Michigan company," Conway 
said. 

Thirty concessions will serve 
the facility, including such name 
brands at Borders, Brookstone, 

Champps, TGI Friday's, Ruby 
Tuesday, Hockeytown Cafe, 
McDonald's and Xpress Spa. 

Conway said the new termi­
nal doesn't have the rich detail 
of McNamara, but it will be 
more colorful and more light-
filled. 

"We did a lot with color; we 
didn't have a McNamara bud­
get," he said. 

But the airport did receive 
a Voluntary Airport Low 
Emissions grant of $1.7 mil­
lion from the Federal Aviation 
Administration. Funding 
from the grant was used for 
infrastructure to deliver fuel, 
termperatxire-controlled air 
and auxiliary electrical power 
directly to aircraft parked at the 
boarding gates. The equipment 
will cut down on emissions 
from mobile fuel trucks and the 
preconditioned air and electri­
cal power units will reduce the 
reliance on on-board auxiliary 
power units and diesel-powered 
ground power units. 

Aground transportation cen­
ter will accommodate all com­
mercial vehicles loading and 
unloading, such as car rental, 
taxi cabs, parking lot shuttles 
and limousines. 

Demolition of the old Davey 
Terminal to make room for con­
struction of the North Terminal 
began in 2006. Smith and Berry 
terminals will be decommis­
sioned. Smith Concourse C will 
be demolished immediately to 
make way for gates. Concourses 
A and B need to come down to 
make room for a major deicing 
pad. The Smith terminal was 
opened in 1958, when airlines 
began to shift passenger service 
from Willow Run Airport. 

No timeline has been set 
on bringing down the central 
Smith terminal, which is used 
for the Airport Authority's 
administrative offices. 

Conway said the authority is 
considering the possibility of 

' selling naming rights to the new 
terminal, as was done in nam-, 
ing Comerica Park and Ford 
Field. He said a final decision 
hasn't been made. 

The new terminal's design isn't as flashy as the McNamara Terminal, but will be a major improvement over the aged 
Smith Terminal. 

Public previews planned for terminal 
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The Wayne County Airport 
Authority (WCAA) will soon 
offer the public its first glimpse 
inside the new North Terminal 
at Detroit Metropolitan Airport 
(DTW) as it hosts a series of 
preview events in advance of 
the terminal's scheduled open­
ing Sept. 17. 

Events planned are: 
• VIP Charity Preview 

Event — Friday, Sept. 5 
A charity preview 7-11 p.m. 

inside the new terminal to 
benefit five local nonprofit 
organizations. This exclusive 
preview event will offer guests 
their first chance to see the 
new, 26-gate facility up-close 
before it opens to travelers in 
mid-September. 

Guests will hear music 
from the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra Quartet, enjoy a 
strolling dinner by Metro 
Detroit caterer, Forte 
Bellanger, as well as musical 
entertainment from "Alizma." 
Proceeds from the event 
will benefit the Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African-
American History, First Step, 
The Salvation Army, Habitat 
for Humanity and Traveler's 

Michael Conway, director of public 
affairs for the Airport Authority, 
describes a new system for fueling 
and providing air conditioning and 
ground power for waiting aircraft. 

Aid Society of Metropolitan 
Detroit. 

For more details regarding 
this charity preview event, 
charities and tickets, visit 
www.airportpreview.com. 

• Community Open House 
— Saturday, Sept. 6 

All members of the public 
can visit the new terminal, 
free of charge, at a community 
open house 1-5 p.m. While 
participants explore the new 
North Terminal and learn 
about this exciting new addi­
tion to DTW, they will also 
enjoy music, dance, games, 
a scavenger hunt and prizes 
provided by Radio Disney. In 

addition, the event will feature 
various high-tech interac­
tive displays including flight 
simulators, Rock Band, Dance 
Dance Revolution, Dancing 
Heads and much more. 

Attendees will have the 
chance to win several prizes, 
including a plane load of gas 
in gas cards, a trip to Disney 
World, several round-trip air­
line tickets and various other 
giveaways. Refreshments will 
also be served. 

Although the event is free, 
reservations are recommended. 
For more information regard­
ing this community open house 
and to register, visit www.air-
portopenhouse.com. 

• Family Day Preview 
— Saturday, Sept. 6 

Prior to opening its doors to 
the public Sept. 6, the Airport 
Authority will first welcome 
the friends and family of all of 
its employees and those of its 
contractors and vendors who 
designed, built or otherwise 
contributed to the planning, 
design and construction of this 
new facility at a private event 
that morning. Details are pro­
vided at www.dtwfamily.com. 
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ABSTRACTORS 
Immediate Opening 

available for experienced 
Abstractor/Title Examiner. 

Submit resume to: 
careers@igrandinfo.com 

ACCOUNTANT 
Position immediately avail­
able with Wayne CPA firm 
for a temporary/seasonal 
tax preparer. Position 
requires a degreed account­
ant who is capable of multi­
task responsibilities. 3-5 
years public accounting 
experience required. Fax 
resume to 734-722-241D 

ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
seeks highly motivated person 
with people & animal skills for 
pet care, cleaning & office 
procedures. PO Box 51594, 
Livonia, Ml 48151-5594 

AUTO DEALER 

LEASE COORDINATOR 
Needed immediately. Must 
have Ford or Lincoln/Mercury 
experience. Excellent Compen-' 
sation/ Benefits package. 

Contact Bob Faust: 
734-641-6134 

Barmaid/Waltstatt 

Wanted P/T 
Apply in Person M-F 

9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Skones Place 
175 S. Venoy 

Westland 
No phone calls 

CAREGIVERS, PART-TIME 
Experience preferred. 

Plymouth, Canton, Westland. 
Comfort Keepers 

734-771-7404 

A word to the wise, 
W$ when Jooking for a 

great deal check the 

Observer & Eccentric 

CLEANERS/JANITORIAL 
PT evenings available now in 

Canton. (586)759-3700 

CLEANERS/JANITORIAL 
PT evenings available now in 

Canton. (586)759-3700. 

COMMERCIAL FLOOR 
STRIPPER. 

EXP. MUST HAVE OWN CAR 
734-425-0161 

CREDIT UNION 
POSITION 

LOC Federal Credit Union is 
seeking a qualified Individ­
ual to fili a part-time FSR 
position at our Farmlngton 
Office. Minimum 2 yrs. 
banking sales/service and 
cash handling experience 
required. 
Email current resume with 

salary requirements to: 
resume@loctederal.cQm 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 

Enjoy your work. 
Support persons we serve in 
their iiome & community. 

S8.50 + good benefits. 
S. Lyon area: 248-573-5623 
Ann Arbor: 734-239-9015 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 
Rewarding work. Assist per­
sons we serve in their home 
and community. $8.30/hr. 
plus good benefits. Call: 

248-437-7535 
248-348-1290 
248-960-9657 

Direct Care 
Seeking MORC trained, 
patient, non-smoking staff to 
serve a woman with signifi­
cant challenges in her 
Farmington Hills apartment. 
Additional DCW openings in 
Livonia, Garden City, Redford, 
Dearborn Heights, West 
Bloomfield, & Plymouth. 

Enhance, Inc. 
248-477-5209 x107 or 109 

DIRECT CARE STAFF, PT 

For our 8 quaiity Group Homes 

in Oakland & Wayne County. 

Drivers License required. 

Please call: 248-814-6714 

Driver 
CDL A TRACTOR 

TRAILER DRIVERS 
Brownstown, Ml. For Local, 
Regional & Overnight runs. 
Excellent MVR- Must have 3 
years + exp. Reefer, Hazmat 
and FAST Card preferred. 

Please send resumes to 
oeresume@hometownlife.com 

For Subject Line Ref: 1727 

DRIVER 
Exp'd. route driver. Vending 
beverage, snacks. Good driv­
ing record & customer skills 
req'd. Salary + comm. & ben­
efits. contact@vendtek.com 

Driver Trainees 
Needed Now! 

at Werner Enterprises! 
Earn $750 per week 

No experience needed! 
CDL & Jab Ready 

In 3 weeks at 
Nu-Way - #1 in Ml! 
Learn how Werner 
can cover training! 

1-888-822-8743 

Executive Director 
PT for Birmingham Bloomfield 
Community Coaiition. Must 
have a minimum of 5 yrs. of 
non-profit management exp. 
as well as strong communica­
tion and networking skills. 
Read position description at: 

www.bbcoalitian.org 
Submit resume to 

Donna Cunningham at: 
drcunn1@comcast.net 

on or before Sept. 8, 2008 

• Oil Change 
technicians • 

10 Minute Oil Change experi­
ence or will train. Full &/or 
part-time. Apply In person: 
34680 W. 8 Mile Rd., 
Farmlngton Hills. !4 mile W. of 
Farmington Rd. 248-476-1313 

HAIR STYLIST 
Livonia salon has chair rental 
or commission openings. Call: 
734-261-6928, 734-812-1233 

POLICE CADET 
Charter Township 

of Redford 

For more information call: 
313-387-2761 

or visit our website at: 
redfordtwp.com/dept/hr 

JCPenney 
Part time positions: 
• Commission 

• Customer Service 
• Sales Support 

Apply within 
43690 Ford Rd • Canton 

EOE 

Machinist, 
Machine Assembler 

Experienced who can read and 
work to blueprints. Needed for 
Automation Manufacturer In 
Livonia, immediate opening. 
Competitive wage, excellent 
benefits. Email: automation. 

manufacturer@gmail.com 
Send: Accum-Mattc Systems 

11973 Mayfield 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

MAINTENANCE 
Hillel Day School, a K-8 
school in Farmlngton Hills, 
Is seeking a full time main­
tenance worker that has 
janitorial and handyman 
skills. The candidate must 
be a good team player, be 
abie to multi-task and be 
able to work with little 
supervision. 

Excellent benefit package. 
Candidates should fax 
resume to Director of 
Operations at 
248-851-5095 or email to 
Lschubiner@hillelday.org 

MAINTENANCE 
SUPERVISOR 

Needed for apt. complex. 
Must have 5 yrs. prior 
maintenance exp. in HVAC, 

Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall & Painting Repairs. 
Fax resume: 248-356-3509 

MAINTENANCE TECH 
FT, exp'd, for Apt. Complex's in 
Westland. Eiectricai, plumbing 
8. HVAC experience preferred. 

(734) 729-6636 

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT 
Do special work. Assist per­
sons we serve in residential 
settings. $7.65 total plus good 
benefits. 248-474-0283 
734-953-8911, 734-425-8334 

Livonia 

FOOD SERVICE 
Dining Services Mgmt. 
Company has immediate 
openings for PART-TIME 
SERVERS at a religious 
retreat center in'the Detroit 
area. Experience a plus. 
Friendly, energetic, cus­
tomer service oriented 
individuals need only to 
apply. Must be abie to work 
evenings and weekends. 
Call: 313-535-9563x217 
. and ask for Gabrlella 

Manufacturing Engineer 

a leading manufacturer of 
Superabrasive grinding 
wheels, is looking for a 

Manufacturing Engineer 
to work in our Wixom, Mi 
facility. The Ideal candidate 
should have 3+ years' expe­
rience, CAD/CAM proficien­
cy, and a Bachelor's Degree 
in Mechanical Engineering 
or related field. Grinding 
wheel or grinding machine 
experience is a definite 
plus. Candidate must be 
self-starter with the abiiity 
to interact with customers 
and the ability to grow 
within an organization. 
Excellent salary and bene­
fits Including profit sharing. 

Please email resume to: 
jeff.wirth® 

wdc.wendtgrQup.com 

RETAIL SALES/CASHIER 
FT. Livonia Vitamin Store has 
an opening for a reliable and 
friendly Team Member. Flexible 
hrs. & wkends. is a must. 

Email resume: EvanP® 
thebetterhealthstore.com 
or fax: (248) 203 1273 

SALES ENGINEER 
Please see website for details 

www.axis-systems.com/ 
Jobs.htrn 

TEACHER'S ASSISTANT 
For toddler/Infant. Part & full 
time for Montessori School in 
Birmingham. Early childhood 
experience preferred. 
Fax resume: (248) 645-6394 

TEACHERS 
Substitutes needed at schooi 
for gifted students, K-12, all 

subjects including Math, 
Science, French, Spanish. 

Email resume to: 
sarah.smith@roep8r.org 

by 9/8/08 

Vet Assistant 
Needed for Part-time position. 
Livonia. Experience required. 
Evening 8. Weekend hours. 

248-476-057D 

WAREHOUSE 
Local full time position in a 
record storage warehouse. 
Must be able to lift 40 lbs. con­
tinuously. Chauffeurs license 
& drug screen required. Apply 
in person at Corrigan Record 
Storage, 45200 Grand River 
Ave., Novi, between 9am-4pm. 
$10-12 per hr. to start. 

Help Wanted-Office 

Clerical 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
FT&PT. 

Rochester area. 
Call: (248) 208-1700 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Seeking energetic, organized 
individual to assist in our 
regional headquarters. Must 
be friendly, neat & articulate. 
Looking to start ASAP. 

Call today! 734-525-5200 

BOOKKEEPER 
Part-Time for new retail store 
in Beverly Hills. Retail & 
QuickBooks exp. a must. 
20-30 hrs/wk. $13-$14/hr. 
Email: criiodes@lauren-
celleproperties.com 
EOE 

COLLECTION 
ASSISTANT 

With Experience! Needed 
for fast paced Southfield 
law firm. Computer and 
telephone skills a must. 
Duties include, but not lim­
ited to: data entry, process­
ing-; court notices and 
assisting with incoming 
phone calls; 

Send resume to: 
Leikin, ingber, 
& Winters, P.C. 

3000 Town Center #2390 
Southfield, Ml 48075-1387 

Attn: Colleen 

FRANKLIN VILLAGE 
TEA ROOM SERVER 

PT, upbeat, energetic, friendly 
person. Call: 248-932-3363 

MOVERS 
Experienced only. Must have 
car, ceil phone. Very good 
pay. Call Joel: (734) 693-6683 

CLERK/RUNNER 
Full-Time 

Needed immediately for 
busy Farmington Hills law 
firm. Must have reliable 
transportation; automobile 
insurance and valid unre­
stricted Michigan driver's 
license, will be reimbursed 
for work related mileage. 
Duties inciude filing docu­
ments with courts and 
errand running throughout 
the Metro area. Also 
includes general clerical 
duties. Some heavy lifting 
involved. 

Please email resume to: 
dgibas® 

schwartzlawfirmpc.com 
or submit via facsimile to 

(248) 553-7944 

DATA ENTRY OPERATORS & 
SUPERVISION 

FT & PT. Southfield, 
Call for appt. 248-559-0200 

INSURANCE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
For Fast Growing Livonia 
Financial planning Firm. Must 
have strong math 8i PC skills 
In Excel & Word. Good organ­
izing ability a must. Life 
insurance license/exp. pre­
ferred. 1099 contract position. 
Flexible hours. Mail cover let­
ter w/reseme to: Observer 8i 
Eccentric, Box 1706, 5200 
Metro Pkwy., Sterling Heights 
Ml 48312 

Phone Help Wanted 
Several openings for a busy 
office. No exp. necessary. 

Company will train. 
$9.fi0/start 

Full/Part-Time. 
Call for interview. Ask tor 

Chris. (248) 623-1572 

Help Wanted-Dental 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
CHAIRSIDE 

Exp'd. FT for quality Livonia 
Office. Call: (734) 462-6400 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Exp'd. preferred but willing to 
train. Fuli-tlme position for 
Southfield dental office. Fax 
resume: (248) 304-1387 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Full-Time. Friendly Livonia 
genera) practice. 2 yrs. exp. 
needed. (734)425-1121 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Immediate opening. Exp'd. 
only. P/T, 32 hrs., some front 
desk. 734 397-5500 

DENTAL ASSISTANT or 
FRONT DESK Experienced. PT, 
Mon. & Thur. Plymouth area. 

Please call: 734-459-7110 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
Quality oriented Livonia 
Specialty office is looking for a 
full-time assistant Exc. hrs. & 
competitive wages. I) you are 
enthusiastic, friendly & 
dependable with some 4-hand­
ed dental assisting experience, 
Call Ann: 734-427-6181 

DENTAL 
RECEPTIONIST 

For friendfy Troy family prac­
tice. Fuil time position w/full 
benefits. Must be cheerful and 
caring. Exp'd preferred, but 
will train right person. 

Cafl 248-689-9012 

FRONT DESK.PT Enthusiastic, 
well-organized person. Mon., 
Tues. & Sat. AM. Fax Cheryl 
resumeto: 313-277-4183 

ORTHODONTIC ASSISTANT 
Full-time position in Plymouth 
orthodontic office for a clinical 
assistant. Hours are 8am-5pm, 
Mon-Thur. & 8am-1pm Fri. 
Orthodontic/dentai exp. pre­
ferred. Computer skills favor­
able. Please fax resume to: 
734-455-8033, Attn: Michelle 

ECHO & VASCULAR TECH 
Cardiology office. FT & PT. 
Romeo & Rochester area. 
Fax resume: 586-752-0740 

NURSE PRACTITIONER, 
MIDWIVE or PA 

Planned Parenthood is look­
ing for Clinician for our brand 
new Detroit Clinic. 
Experienced in women's 
health. May require some 
evenings and some Saturday 
hours. Autonomous position, 
excellent compensation. 

Contact 
recrulter@ppmchoice.com 

or Fax: 734-973-0595 

FILE CLERK, PT 

For medical office in 
Westland. No evenings or 
weekends. Fax resume & 
cover letter: 734-525-3876 

HHA 
Private residence looking 
for dependable Hi-Tech 
Home Health Aides with 
different levels of experi­
ence for private duty. 

Call Maureen at 
248-288-2270 

LPN's/R.N's 
Dependable, for long term 
private duty assignments. 
Excellent pay. 
Call Vicky at 248-288-2270 

Dental Assistant 
w/Surgical Experience 

Peak Dental is interviewing 
fuli-tlme surgical assistants 
for a high-profile traveling 
dental implant practice. For 

full details and to apply, 
visit www.peakdental.com 

Or fax resume to: 

248-477-7032 

DENTAL ASSISTANTS, 
DENTAL HYGIENISTS & 
DENTAL RECPTIONISTS 

With experience for general 
offices. Excellent pay. Apply at 
performanceplusstaffing.com 

MEDICAL 
ASSISTANT 

Certified. Minimum 2 years 
previous exp. for fast paced 
sub-specialty practice. 
Located in Troy, F/T position. 
Misys electronic medicai 
records very helpful. Fax 
resume to 248-244-9579 

Medical Assistant 
Medical office seeks experi­
enced Receptionist. Must 
have strong computer & med­
ical insurance knowledge. Full 
Time with exc, pay & benefits. 
Plymouth/Ann Arbor area. 
Fax resume to: 734-996-8767 
or Email: a2derm@aol.com 

Medical Receptionist 
For Westland practice. 
Seeking mature detail oriented 
team player who is able to 
work independently. Medicai 
insurance background a must. 
Spelling, typing, computer & 
phone skills required. Fuil-
Ti me/benefits. Occasional 
Sat's! Fax resume & cover 
letter: 734-525-3876 

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST/ 
PHLEBOTOMIST 

Full-Time with benefits for 
specialty office in West 
Bloomfield. (248) 855-5620 

MRI and/or CT TECHS 
Opportunity of a lifetime! 
Veterinary Specialty Center Is 
looking for an imaging techni­
cian to join our team. MRI 
experience is a must. 
Please fax or email resume: 

Fax: 248-334-3693 
Email: info@ovrs,com 

For further information about 
our facility, visit ourwebsite: 

. www.ovrs.com 

Nursing 

**$5OO0 
SIGN ON BONUS 
FOR FULL-TIME 
RN's & OTV* 

Join us now and be 
part of the excitement as 

we continue to grow. 
Heartland Home Care 

is searching for qualified 
professionals, who enjoy 
providing excellent care, to 

join our team covering 
Oakland, Macomb and 

Wayne Counties. 
Full-Time and Per Diem 
RN's-Admission Nurses 

and Case Managers-
Tri county LPN-Full-Time, 

CNA-Per Diem-Oakland 
County QA Supervisor-

Must have Strong Oasis 
knowledge Physical 

Therapist - Per Diem-
Oaklatid/Macomb 

Counties PTA FT -
East side Occupational 

Therapist- FT- downriver 
NEW RATES FOR 

FULL-TIME RN'S & OT'S 
We offer a friendly, warm 
work environment with 
competitive compensation, 
education assistance pro­
gram, mileage reimburse­
ment and a comprehensive 
benefits package.' 

Contact Kim Trevas at: 
810-923-4562 

email resume to: 

hcr-manarcare.com 
fax resume 517-913-5902 

or apply online: 
www.hcr-manorcare.com 

EOE Drug Free 

&6ritJii*« /if*. 

Optometric 
Technician 

Do you have experience 
working as an optometric 
technician and would like 
to work in a fast paced 
optometric office? Do you 
also have experience work­
ing with contacts? If so, 
then this is the job for you. 
Your responsibilities wil! 
inciude pre-testing, visual 
fields; tonometry, OCT, tak­
ing acuities, and reading a 
lensometer 

If you are interested 
please fax resume to: 

(734) 525-0726 
Attn: Kristin 

PHLEBOTOMY EDUCATION 
Saturday accelerated classes 
beginning in September & 

October. 10-4pm 
Garden City. $900. 

(313) 382-3857 

Help Wanted-
Footf/Beverage 

BANQUET SERVERS 
Fuil time or Part Time. 

Flexible hours. St. Mary's 
Cultural Center. Apply at 

18100 Merriman Rd., 
Livonia Mi 48152 

BARSTAFF, WAITSTAFF 
Apply within Monday-Friday 

3:30-7pm at: Frankies, 
31268 Ford Rd., Garden City. 

CASHIER Part-Time, 10-3. 
Good Pay. 

Call btwn. 7am-3pm, ask for 
Sid or Harry: 248-408-7777 

COOKS - Prep & Line 
Experience in fine dining 
preparation and/or culinary 
education required. 'Full and 
Part-Time. Apply M-F, 9-5, 
Security Office, Detroit 
Athletic Club, 241 Madison. 
Fax: 313-963-5995 or Email: 

humanresources@thedac.com' 

OFFICE HELP 
For Podiatry office in 
Farmington Hilis. FT. 
Knowledge of billing, running 
an office, interacting with 
patients. Benefits. Resume to 
e-fax: 248-232-1617 

OPTICAL LAB TECH 
PART-TIME 

Optometrist office looking for 
a friendly, efficient person with 
lab experience. Gerber & Briot 
equipment. One store only. 
Franchise independent office. 
Benefits. Top $$$ for top can­
didate. Hourly plus commis­
sion. THIS OFFICE PAYS TIME 
& A HALF FOR EVENING AND 
SATURDAY HOURS. 
Call Pearle Vision of Canton 
at: 734-981-8111 
or tax at: 734-981-2327 

Dining 

Work in an Environment 
that Celebrates Life! 

a Continuing Care 
Retirement Community in 
Novi, has several openings 
in our Dining department: 

Line Cook FT 
Dishwashers FT 

Restaurant 
Associate FT & PT 
Prep Cook FT & PT 

Stock FT 

We have excellent benefits 
and a great working 

environment. 

Apply online at: 
www.erickson.com/ 

earners 
keyword Novi 

or fax a resume to: 
248-668-8710 

SERVERS, 
SERVER ASSISTANTS, 

FOOD RUNNERS 
Part-Time. Must have experi­
ence with fine dining service. 

Apply Mon-Frt. 9-5, 
Security Office, Detroit 

Athletic Club, 241 Madison; 
Fax: 313-963-5995; Email: 

humanresources@thedac.com 

Our Classifieds are now on 

fcfoupteeoto/fierfWitoppeiifsoiitepiijej, 
hut it 

DELIVERY SALES 
High Commissions. 
$800-$1200/week. 

No experience necessary. 
1st Class Training Program. 

$200 Cash Sonus. 
Call between 10am-3pm. 

(248) 471-5200 

SALES 
PROFESSIONALS 

NEEDED 
Leading home improvement 
company needs sales people. 
We have too many ieads. No 
cold calls. Six digit income 
potential first year. We sell 
windows, siding, bathrooms 
and flooring. We currently 
have 25 sales reps and need 5 
more. Sales background 
required. Call today! -

Mr. Russell or 
Mr. Moanberg 
-248-668-9090 

Help Wanted-Domestic 

CAREGIVER 
Male only for handicapped 
male. PT. $10.50/hr. Farming-
ton area. Call 248-615-0857 

HOUSEKEEPER- Outstanding 
opportunity for live-in house­
keeper (MUST BE NON-
SMOKER). Duties include live-
in 5 days/4 nights, thorough 
housekeeping, accurately 
record phone messages; cook­
ing skills a big plus. Applicants 
must speak English clearly, be 
discrete, work weil with oth­
ers, have own transportation, 
be dependabie, have flexible 
schedule; like pets. Household 
exp. required. Bioomfieid Hills. 
Please fax qualifications w/ref-
erences to 248-827-1716 
domestic_worker@yahoo.com 

Boost Your Career! 
New Horizons CLC knows 
what Michigan employers 
want-we train them everyday. 
Obtain those same marketable 
Medical Biiling/Coding, Phar­
macy Tech and Computer skills 
and Microsoft certifications. 

Call: 1-866-307-1436 
to enroll. Financing options 
and job placement assistance 
available-grants accepted. VA 
Tranlng Provider & Associate 
of Ml Works. 

Its 
all 
hen r 

Look in your 

CLASSIFIEDS 

..M's all 
about 

results/ 

To Place An 

Ad Call: 
800-579-SELL 

Fax: 
734-953-2232 

mm'.homdownlije.miu 

Cftecfc our C t a M ot i t Internet ttMrn 

To place your Classified Ad, call 1-800-579-SELL 
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Beware of the coming near 
daptive. Opportunist. 
Combine those words 

Land we have a powerful 
catalyst for changing wildlife 
behavior. That is the way it 
often is when wildlife blends 
with the suburban fringe 
of wildness in this tale of 
woodpeckers and bears. 

On the very same day I 
discovered a downy wood­
pecker in a near comical, yet 
successful attempt at half-
hovering and half-perching 
on the slippery edge of my 
hummingbird feeder, the 
Michigan DNR confirmed 
a black bear rooting about 
a potato field in nearby 
Washtenaw County. Both 
creatures recognized oppor­
tunity and adapted to our 
behavior. And learned from 
it. The woodpecker returns 
every day for his sweet treat. 

Wildlife biologist Julie 
Oakes of the Michigan DNR 
reminded me that several 
years ago a black bear was 
hit by a car on 1-75 near 
Flint, another made it across 
1-69 and wandered about 
Lapeer County for awhile, 
and credible rumors of black 
bear surfaced earlier this 
year in Hadley Township on 
the Oakland County line. 
None of this should be sur­
prising for black bears, espe-

Oakland 
Naturally 

cially younger 
males, have 
great wander­
lust. 

Bears are 
masters of 
opportu­
nity, one the 
world's most 
adaptable car­
nivores. Their 

Jonathan 
Schechter 

reasoning 
ability, long-
term memory, 
omnivorous 

food habits, dexterity, speed 
and strength coupled with 
their ability to travel unseen 
along bushy roadside edges 
and waterways means it 
is time for us to Be Bear 
Aware. Aware, not panicked, 
for most of the time bears 
avoids humans. 

Oakes is correct when 
she states, "Black bears are 
not aggressive like griz­
zly bears, they will usu­
ally turn tail and run, if you 
make noises and scare them 
off." Usually is a key word. 
There are well-documented 
accounts of defensive (pro­
tecting cubs) and predatory 
(they want you for dinner) 
black bear attacks (not in 
Michigan) and bear-human 
encounters are likely to 
increase. 

Headstart offers series on relationships 
Wayne County Head Start 

is offering a workshop series, 
Healthy Marriage/Healthy 
Relationships throughout 
Wayne County. 

Couples participating in 
the workshops will be able to 
address problems in their rela­
tionships and single parents 
in serious relationships will 
be able to develop relationship 
skills needed to move toward 
marriage. 

Grandparents are welcome 
both to receive guidance as they 
take on the task of raising grand­
children and to contribute their 

wisdom in mentoring roles for 
newly married couples or couples 
contemplating marriage. 

The series are scheduled to 
begin Sept. 8. 

For more information 
directly contact the Head Start 
programs at these location: 

• Wayne and Westland -
Stottlemeyer Early Childhood 
Center. Ron Barratt at (734) 
419-2630 

• Wayne County Head Start 
- 30712 Michigan Avenue, 
Westland, MI 48186 Marsha 
L. Roberts, Assistant Director 
(734) 727-7617 

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY 

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializing in Diseases 
oftkeS{nn,Hair&Natis 

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care you deserve. 

• Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne BotOX • Much More 

Accepting New Patients • AH Ages 
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts, available 

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, mvi,MchiQan 48377 

greatlakes(ierm@ya^oo-com OEoeeie7ee 

Check us out on the Web every day at hometownlife.com 

lie 
Public Auction of Tax 

September IS, 16,17*s and 18% 
Internationa! Center Building 

igan 

BIDDER REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00-AJW. 
AUCTION BEGINS AT 9:M AM. ON SEPT. 15 
EACH. DAY THEREAFTER THE AUCTION IS 
SCHEDULED TO B£GJN AT »;W A.M. 

A $1,099 CASHIER'S CHECK fo U.S. ftmds is required 
per property bid payable to th<? Wayne Ceauty Trensar«r. 
A CASHIER'S CHECK mast fee stiawa at resistnitba. 
Tt*€ Wayne Coiinly Treasurer* as tite foreclosing 
governmental unH, under Pttbiic Act 123 of 1999, reserves 
tke right to remove any property froas the sale m$ to rejee) 
any and alt bids. 1 Jsf of properties being offered and rules 
and resdlatioas aire available enii»e after August 20h at 

Call (313) 224-3990 
J. WOJTOWICZ 

Wayne County Treasurer 

.-Friday/8 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 

To keep the situation 
in perspective look to the 
Great Smokey Mountains. 
Nine million visitors annu­
ally. Approximately 1,600 
black bears. Eighth bear 
attacks in a decade. Two 
fatal predatory attacks. The 
fact of the matter remains 
clear: Aggressive encoun­
ters between people and 
black bears are extremely 
rare. But once bears associ­
ate people with food, they 
lose their instinctive fear 
of humans and conflicts 
are inevitable. In the col­
orful new DNR brochure, 
"Preventing Bear Problems 
in Michigan" they changing 
dynamics are noted, "Black 
bears may be found almost 
anywhere in Michigan, but 
are most likely to be seen in 
the northern two thirds of 
the state." DNR tips to avoid 
problems include "Never 
feed bears" and "Keep gar­
bage and odor at a minimum 
by removing trash." Yet, 
jump to on-line bear hunting 
regulations of the same DNR 
and we find a different story 
for a different audience: 
bear hunters. Hunters may 
use the following products 
without quantity restrictions 
to lure in bears, "dog food, 
bakery/confectionery prod­

ucts including jams, jellies, 
sweeteners, candies, pie fill­
ing and yogurts..." 

Perhaps bear baiting is 
brew for conflict, for that is 
feeding bears. Human foods 
and bait piles increase the 
potential for bears becoming 
fearless and habituated to 
humans, a fact other states 
recognize. New Mexico 
(they had fatal predatory 
attacks) notes that 70 per­
cent of bear-human conflicts 
are human-trash based. 
Whatever a bear (or nectar 
happy woodpecker) learned 
from its experiences will 
influence its behavior in the 
next encounter. 

Here is your two-word 
primer if you find yourself 
face to face with a snarl­
ing mass of muscle, fur and 
teeth, a predatory black bear 
attack: Fight back. For if 
you play dead during a black 
bear attack the bear is likely 
to eat you. Better yet, avoid 
trouble in the first place. If 
approached by a black bear, 
never turn and run. If you act 
like prey, you become prey. 
Safety tips at www.bebear-
aware.org. Now let's go camp­
ing and fire up the barbecue. 

Jonathan Schechter writes on 
nature's way. Oaknature@aol.com. 

LABOR DAY 
Sac& to* School Sfeectafo 

20% OFF 
All "tappet-ware Orders 

Placed by 9-2-08 

COLLEEN (313) 565-2205 
(Must Mention Ad) . OE0a619i 

Catch the bus to 

Ann Arbor 
Bay City 
Brighton 
Bur ton 
Clinton Township 
Clio 

Flint 
Jackson 
Lansing 
Livonia 
Pontiac 
Roseville 
Saginaw 

St Clair Shores 
Sterling heights 
Troy 
Warren 
West land 
Ypsilanti 

For locations and reservations 
call Blue Lakes Charters 6 Tours 

866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536] 

IUC'JJMJ AjwuMjfiif If von bet more than 
,:jrc.«««,niiiitiitiMi y n l J r ; 7 n afford to lose. 

" ^ yoii'vo got a problem. 
Ca!!l-8DQ-270-7117for 
f PRE, confidential help. 

HELLE TIRE 

Offer subject-, to change or cancellation at nny 
time without no!.ice MofcorOty Casino Hotel and 
MntorCity Casino Hotel design are trademarks 
of Detroit Entertainment, L.L C O2008 Detroit 
Entertainment., L L.C Ml rights reserved. 

OTE Enetgy 

- V 

THE TEMPTATIONS D 
REVUE featuring DENMP 
EDWARDS and THE 
CONTOURS featurinr 
SYLVESTER POTTS 
LEGENDS OF MOTOWN 
DTE£N£RGYMUS!CTHEATRr 

Wit ^IfHSOAY «.j& 
MICHAEL W. SMITH/* 
STEVEN CURTIS CHAPMAN 
DTE ENERGY MUSIC THEATRE 

SEPTEMBER 
7 MOLLY HATCHET / D 

BLACKF00T/ 
MANNY CHARLTON 
FORMERLY OF NAZARETH 
Dlfc ENERbY MUSIC THEATRE 

7 BARRAGE Q 
'<• J." 5 .(.r.; =.;i- r . s ; 

MEADOW SROnk MHStt r^HVAL 

9 JOURNEY/.i::-""All FK 
•nlCHrAPTF'.k 
DTE ENERGY MUSir THHTPr 

12 
LOU GRAMM • 
.\M; •••*:•• SMTH 
&S:A\DAL 

Dit:NERb\r,-usi[.TKr*rnE 

14 TOBY KEITH 
•.-.a.. vn\TnoMEnY 
GE\"Rrf. i;A"Tn s 
rncn" M:"* proems 
. r tTPA .i-hfHG.n 
DTFFNFRrVMiJSlC THEATRE 

20 RASCAL FLATTS 
.-vsg "AY.01 SVV H 
Tilt MLAGE- Ot AUHl-Kh -ILLS 

21 LYNYRD SKYNYRD O 
DrEENfcPliYMLSICTHFMRF 

26 CELINE DION 
THE PALA'E OF AUBURN HMS 

27 JANET JACKSON 
THE PALACE OF AUIliRNHHLS 

28 MARYJ.BUGE 
V-.-.T F3BI\"rHI"<F 
[>TI MEHGY MUSIC THFATRF 

29 WEEZER 
/.syA\GbLS AAlir.VA.'ES 
THE PAIACEni-AiJBUHMULLS 

d u ­ ller O rt ~- : 
meijer '. 

•I/Wr 

FOR COMPLETE SCHEDULE AND TICKET INFORMATION VISIT PALACENET.COM 

PROGRAMS AND DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

« * • 

• A . " - . - * 

JONATHAN SCHECHTER 

This bear skull indicates just how powerful these creatures are. 

OPEN 
MON.-5AT. 

9-9 
SUN. 

iMaJi'fcetjplace 9: 
38000 Ann Arbor Rd. 
Livonia 

J734) 464-0330 

Your Meat A Dell f' ' 
Super maik at * 

*ff}ij&j rtM 

Fresh Boneless ^k ̂ p ^ m A 

BUTTERFLY $ 9 4 9 
PORK CHOPS 

USDA Boneless - _ ^ 

T-B0NE $ f i 
STEAKS B 
Porterhouse $7.49 Lb. ^ ^ 

lb 

lb 

Boneless Skinless 

CHICKEN $ | 9 9 
BREAST 
Family Pack I 

K From The Deli 
BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIALS 

Lipari 

CHEESE 

3 
Li pari 

3 

Alpine Lace 

SWISS CHEESE 

Sara Lee 

CHICKEN BREAS 
MJ49 

Smoked - Buffalo 
BBO - Roosted 

^ = I JWJI 4-Pach Special Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com 

S; 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.bebearaware.org
http://www.bebearaware.org
mailto:Oaknature@aol.com
http://PALACENET.COM
http://Mikes-marketplace.com


(C) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, August 31,2008 LOCAL NEWS Www.hometowniife.com 

-W^Dancezoear 
f gaGery 

44926 Ford Road • Canton • 734-207-7730 
In Canton Landings Shopping Plaza Between Sheldon & Canton Center Road 

i 

Aug. 31ST-Sept.13™ 
Shoes, Bodywear, Tights & More 

Hours: Mon.-Frl. 10-7; Sat 10-5 
Open During the Sale on Sunday 

12 noon-4pm 

Interim principal takes 
charge at Belleville High 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Van Buren Schools 
Board of Education named 
Tim Ottewell interim princi­
pal at Belleville High School 
on Monday, less than a week 
after accepting the resigna­
tion of Sheila Brown, who took 
a job with Ann Arbor Public 
Schools. 

According to district spokes­
man Paul Henning, Brown, 
who has been the principal at 
Belleville High for the last two 
years, received an offer from 
Ann Arbor to be the principal 
at the district's alternative edu­
cation center on Aug. 15. She 
accepted the job the following 
week, and submitted her resig­
nation on Aug. 19. 

"Essentially she gave us a 
week's notice," Henning said. 

Ottewell, who was serving as 
assistant principal at the high 
school, will be the top adminis­
trator at the high school for the 
rest year. 

"The board agreed to either 
begin a search for a replace­
ment in the spring, or they will 
ask Tim to do it if that's what 
he wants to do," Henning said. 

Henning said the board is 
confidant Ottewell will do a 
good job. 

"He's been an assistant at the 
high school for a long time, at 
least 10 years. He's rock solid," 
he said. 

On Monday, the school board 
also approved final language 
for two ballot proposals for 
the Nov. 4 election, including 
a $79 million bond to rebuild 
Belleville High School. District 
officials are asking voters to 
approve the 30-year bond that 

would cost taxpayers up to 2.98 
mills per year to pay for remod­
eling and replacing portions of 
the current high school, as well 
as improving its technology 
infrastructure and reconstruct­
ing the athletic fields. 

The other proposal will ask 
voters to continue a current 
sinking fund at a reduced rate 
for seven years through 2015. 
If approved, the district will 
be able to levy 1,13 mills to 
make needed repairs to school 
buildings throughout the dis­
trict. The current sinking fund 
allowed the district to levy 1.3 
mills to construct the cafeteria 
and music wings at the high 
school, as well as Edgemont 
and Rawsonville elementary 
schools. Because of growth in 
the district, those projects were 
paid off before the expiration of 
the millage. 

The Central City 

t/ J 

Sept 13th 
for experienced Dancers, Singers & Gymnasts in S.E, Michigan. 

Now holding open auditions for the most explosive Broadway Style Christmas 
Show Around Town-The Central City Christmas Spectacular 

Auditions for Dancers 
Ages 6-8 
Ages 9-12 
Ages 13+ 

11-11:45 pm 
12-12:45 pm 

1-1:45 pm 

Auditions for Singers 
Ages 10-Adult 2-2:45 pm 

Auditions lor Gymnasts 
Ages 10-up 3-3:30 pm 

A non-refundable audition fee 
of $10 is due at registration. 

Wear appropriate dance wear and footwear; 
tap, jazz and/or ballet shoes. 
Be prepared to learn a dance combination.. 
Dancers will audition as a group. 
Bring a non-returnable photo of, yourself 
Arrive 1/2 hour before scheduled audition 
time to register and warm up. 
Singers should bring a prepared piece 6f 
any holiday music, in CD format. 
Performers arriving late will not be permitted 
to audition. 

Showdates: December 18th-21st, 2008 
at the Luxurious Cherry Hill Village Theater 

visit www.centralcitydance.com for information about the audition process 

SOUTHERN BAR-B-Q HAS ARRIVED 
Lunch from $6.49 Dinner from $8.99 

SHELDON PLACE PLAZA 
Five Mile Rd. & Sheldon Rd • Plymouth • 734-207-5555 

FREE 

VAN BUREN PUBLIC >f S C H O O L S 

Today's Dedication , . , Tomorrow's Success 

Van Buren Public 

Education 

and GEO Programs! 
,TM Van Buren Public Schools is excited to offer Digital journalism 

and GED programs within our Alternative Education School. In our 
Digital Journalism™ program you will prepare for exciting careers 
in high profile digital media industries. In our GED program, you 
can earn the equivalent to a high school diploma during day or 
evening classes.We offer: 

• Caring, involved staff that focus on education in Michigan's core 
subjects, vocational training, and tutoring 

• Intensive, accelerated instructional program, w i th high 

standards for academic achievement and student behavior 

• Career counseling (job shadowing, mentoring, 
work/study agreements) 

• Differentiated instruction, individual attention, and 
hands-on assignments 

if your educational career is not all that it couid 
Van Buren Public Schools a call. For more 
information, contact Kathy at (734) 697-638 
ext. 280 or visit www.vanburenschoois.net. 
Call today and start a successful education 
that opens a whole new world 
of possibilities. 

Let us be 
your school 
of choice! 

http://Www.hometowniife.com
http://www.centralcitydance.com
http://www.vanburenschoois.net
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OUR VIEWS 

No easy resolutions for 

With the advent of state legislation in the 
1960s, teachers began formally to organize 
labor unions, something previously prohib­
ited for public employees. By 1967, dozens 
of bargaining units in the state marked 
Labor Day — and the start of school —• by 
going on strike. 

While strikes weren't — and still aren't 
— legal, school districts have had to go to 
court to compel teachers to return to the 
classroom. 

More than 30 years later, some area 
school districts still see contentious nego­
tiations. Teachers in the Wayne-Westland 
School District have called for a strike 
Monday, but both sides began Thursday 
meeting with a state mediator. 

Other districts, like Plymouth-Canton, 
say they have found a bet ter way. That 
district recently'arrived at contract settle­
ments with its nine unions, using what 
is called interest-based bargaining. That 
process uses a mediator in less adversarial, 
discussions. 

Regardless of the bargaining tactics, the 
woeful state economy and resultant small 
increases in state aid are having an impact 
on school districts. 

"Things haven't gotten much better for 
Michigan school distr icts ," Royal Oak 
Supt. Thomas Moline said. That district 
was able to give teachers "a very small" sal­
ary increase. 

One district that has faced contentious 
negotiations is Southfield Public Schools, 
which is negotiating its first contract after 
privatizing bus, cafeteria and custodial 
jobs in the1 face of financial problems. 

Unions in poorly funded districts know 
their bargaining chips are few. While 
discussion points have been exchanged 
in South Redford, both sides have agreed 
to delay serious bargaining until a small, 
$88 per student increase in state aid is 

received. 
That's interesting because finance offi­

cials in all districts report that salaries and 
benefits comprise the bulk of their budgets. 
Critics of teacher unions claim that state 
aid increases go toward salaries, not pro­
grams. Union officials counter, however, 
that teachers are responsible for delivering 
those programs. 

The situation is far worse in the Redford 
Union district, where teachers have gone 
for three years without a contract. Top of 
the scale teachers have gone for five years 
without a wage increase, and unfair labor 
practices have been filed by both sides. 

Union members are aware of the Redford 
Union district's plight, operating in a defi­
cit, but the call for concessions leaves them 
bitter. 

The better-funded Troy School District ' 
still is facing tough negotiations. Teachers 
have made some previous concessions, par­
ticularly in the area of health care. Their 
contract has been extended until Oct. 3, as 
bargainers negotiate everything from the 
school calendar to the financial package. 

The contras ts show t h a t challenging 
labor negotiations are experienced by dis­
tricts both small and large, well-funded 
and not. 

"We're absolutely miles apart," Wayne-
Westland Education Association President 
Nancy Strachan said. "We're trying to be 
reasonable and make reasonable offers." 

The problem is, what is reasonable? 
That will be for each district to decide, 

but perhaps equally important is finding 
a process tha t works well for both sides. 
After all, 40 years of bargaining has shown 
contentious negotiations aren't productive. 

The Plymouth-Canton district approach, 
in which both sides accept ownership for 
issues, may not work for everyone. But it's a 
place to start. 
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Dr. Yasser Awaacl is a pediatric neurologist who was 
employed by Oakwood Healthcare, Inc. until 2007. 
Since Dr. Awaad left Oakwood, the law offices of 
Benner & Foran have been retained by a large number 
of parents who believe their children were 
misdiagnosed with epilepsy and/or seizures by Dr. 
Awaad. If you think your child or children may have 
been misdiagnosed with epilepsy/seizures by Dr. 
Yasser Awaad, please contact the law offices of Benner 
& Foran for a free, no obligation consultation. 

Free: 1-866-737-5544 

exchange offers 
ing experience 

Joe Bail man 

I n 1987,1 was a young reporter working for 
I a group of weekly newspapers Downriver. 
I One day, I was approached hy a local 
city councilman I had come to know through 
covering his city, and he asked me if I was 

interested in taking part in a 
vocational exchange to Japan. 
He explained that he was a 
member of the local Rotary 
club, and the organization 
offered these exchanges as a 
way of meeting the organiza­
tion's goal of promoting world 
peace through better under­
standing. 

At the time, I did not 
know anything about Rotary 

International, except for they sponsored 
an annual boat race on the Detroit River in 
Trenton. What I quickly learned was Rotary 
Cwww.rotary.org) is a global service organiza­
tion of over 1.2 million professional men and 
women in more than 31,000 clubs who share the 
common goals of promoting peace and interna­
tional understanding through service projects. 
At the time I was encouraged to apply for the 
trip, Mazda was gearing up to open its first U.S. 
manufacturing plant just down the road in Flat 
Rock, and the exchange offered an excellent way 
to better understand our new neighbors. 

So, I applied for the exchange and, much to 
my surprise, was one of five young profession­
als selected for the 30-day exchange. The all-
expenses paid trip was a life-changing expe­
rience for me, as I journeyed across Japan's 
main island absorbing the history, culture 
and politics of the economic workhorse, and 
waiting for newspapers from Hiroshima to 
Tokyo. 

Several years later, I started to repay my 
debt to Rotary for the experience when 
I became a member of the Birmingham 
Rotary Club shortly after joining the staff of 
the Eccentric. And several years after that, 
I had the chance to return the favor when 
the Birmingham Rotary Club sponsored one 

of my young editors, who was selected for a 
four-week vocational exchange to Brazil. 

This year, this area's exchange is with 
Australia, and the call has gone out once 
again to find a team of deserving and dedi­
cated individuals to send to the land down 
under. 

Rotary International is offering a month-
long, fully paid educational and career devel­
opment excursion opportunity to Brisbane in 
eastern Australia for four early-career pro­
fessionals to travel on a Rotarian-led Group 
Study Exchange (GSE) team from Feb. 26 to 
March 28,2009- Brisbane is the capital of 
Queensland and is Australia's fourth largest 
commercial center and port. 

Applicants for GSE teams are selected from 
corporations, small businesses, community 
organizations, medical and educational facili­
ties, government offices and nonprofit agen­
cies. To be eligible, team members must be 
between 25 and 40 years old, and may not be 
a Rotary club member or be directly related 
to a Rotarian. 

Anyone looking for a once-in-a-lifetime expe­
rience should check out the program by visiting 
the Rotary Foundation Web site at http:// 
www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/ 
Fellowship/GroupStudy 
Exchange/Pages and to download application 
forms at http://www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/ 
en_pdf/l6len.pdf. Applicants must obtain an 
endorsement from your local Rotary Club. 

Completed, signed applications must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. Sept. 26, to GSE co-chair 
Manish Mehta at manimehta@gmail.com or 
contact him at (734) 604-7989 with any ques­
tions. 

So go ahead and fill out an application. You 
just never know if you will be the next young 
professional living the Rotary dream. 

Joe Bauman is managing editor of the Eccentric 
Newspapers. He welcomes feedback at jbaumanH>home-

. townlife.com or visit his blog at www.hometownlife.com 
under the title The Wine Steward. 
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