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New Spanish eatery |

features fl

OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

Flamenco dancing and
great food are on the menu
at Tasca de Plata Tapas Bar
& Restaurant, a new eatery
i on Canton Center in Canton.,
Owner José Montes is proud
{ of his establishment, which
i opented in mid-May and offers
* Spanish food.
“People confuse it with
Mexican food,” said Montes,
{ who grew up in Garden City
f and now lives in Brighton. It’s
somewhat similar to French
cooking, with sautéeing, and
fresh ingredients, including a
lot of cheeses and chorizo sau-
§ sages.
f “It’s growing little by little,”
‘: he said of business, noting they
j haven’t done a lot of promo-
tion yet. “It’s mostly by word of
mouth.”
He’s been in the restan-
rant business since the late
1980s, and previously had the
Spanish restaurant Alegrias
i in a hotel in Farmington Hills.
That hotel was torn down and
Montes locked for a new site,
He found the former Central
City Diner, on Canton Center

|
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is flamence dancing and Spanish

amenco

shows, tapas

TASCA DE PLATA TAPAS BAR
& RESTAURANT

Where: 6600 Canton Center
Road, north of Ford, Canton
Phone: {734) 455-7685

Hours: 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily,
flexible late closing, (closed on
Monday)

between Warren and Ford,
north of Hanford. The distinc-
tive building needed a special
name for its new purpose, so
they settled on Tasca de Plata.
“Tasca” is a pub or tavern in
Spain, and “plata” is silver in

Spanish, referring to the silvery

exterior.
They offer flamenco shows

Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.

lasting 45 minutes with guitar
music and at least two dancers.
There’s a stage to present the
Spanish music and dance. The
restaurant also features photos

José Montes presents tapas at his new Canton restaurant, Tasca de Plata.

Spanish culture.

The Canton restaurant has 25 tapas, or

“small plates,” both hot and cold, They're
somewhat like an hors d’oeuvre, he said,
but farger, with two or three making 2
meal, They also serve entrees, including
some Mexican food, and paellas.

“We have one that’s all seafood,” he said
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ment,” he said of his mother’s dance career
from childhood on,

The menu explains such ingredients as
shrimp in olive oil, or lamb meathalls with
mint. They have beer and wine, and hope
to add liquor scon.

Customer Jennifer Smith was pleased
with her recent meal at Tasca de Plata.

of Montes’ late mother, Maria
del Carmen, a well-known

of the paellas. “We have another one that’s
vegetarian. You basically use the rice and

“The food was delicious, and it was dif-
ferent for the Plymouth-Canton area,” said

flamenco dancer who danced
professionally in New York

City and elsewhere. The king
of Spain made her a Dame in

you build from there.”

“Spanish food’s a natural for his family,
as his parents were from Spain, although
his sister and brothers were born here.

Smith, a speech and language pathologist
who lives in Canton. “[ liked that they had
Spanish food but they also had Mexican

1990 for her contributions to

“We kind of grew up in that environ-

" food. The salsa was wonderful.” She found
the staff friendly. :

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

* Students in the Wayne-Westland

Community Schools could have

summer vacation extended, if the
district’s teachers carry through on
a plan to delay the Sept. 2 start of

school.

Members of the Wayne-Westland
: Education Association voted over-

whelmingly Monday evening to
authorize the job action, “if the

table contract settlement.”

ing a contract settlement. The

district continues to bargain in bad
faith and prevents a fair and equi-

The two sides have been negoti-
ating this week in hopes of reach-

W-W braces for possible teachers’ strike

teachers’ contract expired Monday.
“We'd very much like a contract,”

said John Retzer, WWEA vice
president. :

by the status of negotiations and
the offer by the district.”
School Superintendent Greg

on the school board and himself.
“I don'’t anticipate our profes-

sional staff will participate in an

illegal job action, and this is an

them to be in class on Tuesday.”

gal since 1996, and teachers who

participate in such job actions can
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“We have been very disappointed

Baracy said the union’s announce-
ment is an attempt to put pressure

illegal action,” he said. “l expect

Teachers’ strikes have been ille-

be fined or fired. The last time
Wayne-Westland teachers walked
off the job was in the 1970s.

Teachers were in school this
week preparing for the new school
year, but whether students are
in the classrooms next Tuesday
depends on the outcome of this
week’s bargaining,

Negotiations were schediled for
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,
and Baracy indicated the district
is willing to “go around the clock.”
However, he admitted the two
sides are “light years apart.”

According to Retzer, the union
has three “major” issues — class
sizes, health care and wages. He
said that only three districts have

_salaries less than Wayne-Westland
and that new teachers make ™ '
$6,000 less than surrounding dis-
tricts.

“We want comparable salaries,
guality health care and smaller
class sizes,” he added.

Baracy said the district will con-
tinue to negotiate in good faith. -

“We are determined to hold
school on Tuesday,” he said.

“Our intentions are to get a con-
tract.”

The school district has been
posting negotiation updates on its
Web site at www.wwesd.net since
mid-August. About 1,000 Canton
children attend Wayne-Westland
schools.

Neighbors
feeling

‘closed in’
by plans for
new church

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Upset neighbors called amended.
plans for Canton Friendship Church’s
proposed facility on the northeast
corner of Beck and Baltz a “complete,
180-degree” turn on Monday night.

“This is nothing like what we were
promised,” said Hendrie Street resi-
dent Gina Thibault during a lengthy
public hearing before the Canton
Planning Commission.

Thibault, and one of her neighbaors,
Laura Vespaziani, said they were at
peace with the church’s plans, which
were approved by the Township Board
in December, until the amendment
surfaced. The amendment calls for the
church to be moved 100 feet west of
where it was initially planned.

Thibault said the church’s sanctuary
will be directly south of her home.

“I will feel very closed in,” she said,
adding that the distance between her
home and the church would be less
than 70 feet.

In addition to the amendment of its
special land use request, the church
also presented a revision to its site
plan with the proposed purchase of
a seven-acre Saltz Road parcel, The
church intends to divide the land,
which has a single-family home on the
west portion, and use the east side to
create an additional entrance to the
church.

The main entrance is slated for Beck
Road.

The idea of a second entrance,
which was promoted as a way to less-
en traffic congestion, doesn’t sit well
with Timothy and Nicole Zapinski,
who live west of the proposed parcel
on Saltz Road.

“Honestly, we don’t want the drive-
way,” said Timothy Zapinski,

Canton Friendship Church estimat-
ed that about 50 vehicles will be at the
church each Sunday.

In the end, the commissioners voted
3-3 on the request, which meanta
denial. The request will now go before
the Board of Trustees, which-can fol-
low the commission or push the proj-
ect forward.

Commissioner Melissa McLaughlin,
who also sits on the board, said she
was “disappointed” with the changes
in the proposal but voted for it
because it met all township ordinance

© requirements.

. The original plans were “a point
of satisfaction,” McLaughlin said
because “everyone felt a bit of pain and
a bit of joy.” But, the township can’t
force the church to move the building
back to its previously proposed loca-
tion, she said.

Commissioners Katharine Bovitz
and Ronald Lieberman also supported
the changes. Commissioners Damon
Garrett, Greg Greene and Craig Engel
voted against the project.
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Twisted Scripture?

Man sues publisher for Bible translations he says discriminate against gays

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
DBSERVER STAFF WRITER

- Bradley Fowler says the
biggest misconception about
his lawsuit against the
world’s largest Bible publish-
er is that he has a problem
with the Word of God.

The 39-year-old Canton
man says his issue isn’'t with
God’s Word but those who
have twisted the Scriptures.

“This is the Holy Bible.
What we have been taught
doesn’t coincide with what
was written,” said Fowler,
who has a $60 million law-
suit against Zondervan, a
Grand Rapids-based pub-
lisher. The case was filed
with the U.8. District Court
for the Eastern District of
Michigan in Ann Arbor.

In the suit, Fowler, who is
gay, claims he began experi-
encing mental anguish and
medical problems in 2007

fowler points to some of the passages that led fo his lawsuit.

when he came across several
Zondervan-published Bibles
that used the term “homo-
sexual” in certain Scriptures,
particularly I Corinthians
6:9.

“When I realized what
they had done, I was so furi-
ous that I couldn’t sleep for
at Jeast two days,” he said,
noting he feels the term was
added to push an agenda.
“This is a sacred book and
the Scriptures say that no one
is to add or take away (from

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Canton's Bradley Fowler has filed
suit against Grand-Rapids-hased
publisher Zondervan for includ-
ing terms like “homosexual” in
its Bitile. What do you think of
his lawsuit? Either e-maii Editor
Kurt Kuban at kkuban®home-
townlife.com or post a comment
on our Web site at www.home-
townlife.com.

the Word).”

Various transiations have
used various terms over the
years to describe one par-
ticular group who will not
inherit the kingdom of God,
such as “sodomites,” “practic-
ing homosexuals,” “abusers
of themselves with man-
kind,” and “men who practice
homosexuality.”

Zondervan officials, who
recently filed a motion to
dismiss Fowler’s suit, say
that Fowler is going after the
wrong party.

“It has come down to tak-
ing issue with the way a word
was transiated {but) we did
not translate these Bibles, we
only published them,” said
Zondervan spokeswoman
Tara Powers.

Powers said teams of evan-
gelical scholars are respon-
sible for the translations.

“It is a laborious and inten-
sive process,” she said. “They
want it to be accurate.”

In its motion to dismiss,
Zondervan officials called

o replacement
count for any

Bhasrver 5Tt
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% ®and Huntington® ars federally registerad service marks of Huntington Banc

Fowler's claims “patently
ridiculous” and wrote, “For
the purpose of this motion
to dismiss, Zondervan will
accept all of plaintiff’s fac-
tual allegations as true. Yet,
even then, these facts do not
support the legal claims (the)
plaintiff has made.”

Fowler, who is represent-
ing himself in the lawsuit,
believes the Bible never
addresses consensual homo-
sexual relationships and dis-
covered the use of the term
while doing research for his
Bible study guide.

“From the age of 10, I have
been told that I was wrong
because it was in the Bible,”
he said.

“But God never said it was -

wrong, it was people that put
that in there. The Bible has
been changed se many times
it’s ridiculous.”

Nonetheless, Fowler’s
claims have been discussed
on tens of thousands of Web
sites and blogs and many
have denounced the author’s

HOBBY SHOP

734-425-9720
Hours: M-F 10-7 pm, Sat. 10-6 pm, Sun. 12-5

lawsuit calling it a stunt to

TOMHOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Author Bradley Fowler of Canton goes over his research detailing the
information he has compiled in bringing a civil lawsuit a Grand Rapids

bolster his writing career and publisher of the Bible.

solid proof that the world is
in its "last days.”

Fowler’s criminal past,
which includes a manslaugh-
ter conviction in 19886, has
also been raised as a measure
of his credibility.

While admitting his past
fanits, including a destruc-
tive childhood that he says
was triggered by molestation
from a male family member,
Fowler says he is emotionally
drained and would not have
placed himself in a position
to be the “laughingstock
of the country” if he didn’t
believe in his cause.

“My faith says that I'm
right,” he said.

“Nothing in my body
tells me that I'm wrong.

To the public, it seems that
I made it this far alone but
my God has directed my
path.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com
{734) 953-2170
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Charity Casino now
open

The Canton Charity Casino
comes to the Shark Club,
42070 Ford Road in Canton
every Thursday through
Sunday, beginning Sept. 4.

Offering nightly tourna-
ments as well as contino-
ous cash games, the Canton
Charity Casino provides
a venue for players of all
skill levels, as well as cus-
tom tables and equipment,
trained dealers, and a pro-
fessional staff. Non-profit,
charitable organizations
are licensed by the state of
Michigan to sponsor each
weekend, allowing them to
raise funds for their special
causes. Non-profit groups
interested in sponsoring a
fund-raising weekend should
call (734) 502-7033 or e-mail
scpokerth@gmail.com.

Canton Charity Casino
hours are 7 p.m. to 12:30
a.m., Thursday/Friday (tour-
nament at 8 p.m.), and 2
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Saturday/
Sunday (tournament at 5
p.m.).

Hazardous waste
drop-off

Canton's annual Hazardous
Household Wasie Day will
be held 8 a.m. to 2 p.m,,
Saturday, Sept. 6 at Canton'’s
Division of Public Works
Building, located at 4847
Sheldon Road. This event
is open to Canton residents
only and is an opportuanity to
make your home and envi-
ronment safe by properly
disposing of waste that is
considered toxic, flammable,
Or corrosive,

Examples of accept-
able waste being collected
include, but are not limited
to, fluorescent light bulbs,
oil-based and latex paint,
paint thinner, turpentine,
bug sprays, floor-care prod-
ucts, expired medicine,
computers and scanners, dry
cleaning solvents, rat poison,
household batteries, propane
tanks, mercury waste, anti-
freeze, brake fluid, diesel
fuel, kerosene, motor oil, and
acids.

Canton will be unable to
accept commercial waste,
construction debris, explo-
sives oT ammunition, fire
extinguishers, firewood,
radicactive material, smoke
detectors, and tires, To
obtain a detailed list of what
is and is not acceptable
please call Canton Public
Works at (734) 394-5150 or
visit www.canton-mi.org.

For year round disposal
of hazardous waste, Canton
Waste Recycling (CWR),
located at 42020 Van Born
Road, will accept limited
items on scheduled Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
on scheduled Saturdays from
8-11 a.m. Items accepted for
drop off at CWR include,
batteries, oil, antifreeze,
and paint {limited to five
one-gallon containers).
CWR recycling dates can be
found in your monthly Focus
Newsletter under the com-
munity calendar or by calling
CWR at (734) 3977-5801.

Partnership fund-raiser

Canton’s Partnership for
the Arts and Humanities has
been collecting on pledges
made during its initial capi-
tal campaign when its efforts
were exclusively focused on
supporting the construc-
tion of the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill.

Like other charitable orga-
nizations, the Partnership
has seen its donor base
shrink because of the econ-
omy. As a result it hasn't
been able to provide fund-
ing to local arts programs,
particularly at the theater.
Beginning in September the
Partnership will hold its
annual fund raising drive.

“With gas prices on the
rise, folks can experience
culture and arts right here in
their own neighborhood with
all the theater has to offer,”
said Executive Director
Elizabeth Knoll, who noted
if every Canton household
donated $25 a vear to the
Partnership and its efforts
to support cultural arts, it
would provide the resources
needed to keep the Village
Theater resident groups
expanding as well as dollars
to invest in new cultural arts
projects.

For more information on
making a donation to the
Partnership for the Arts and
Humanities, please log on to
www.partnershipforarts.org
to download a giving form or

call (784) 765-7061.

dmaristudio.com.

Children’s carnivai

Abundant Life Church,
located at 2100 Hannan
Road in Canten, will host a
children's carnival A-8:30
p.m., Aug. 28-30. The event

will feature food, activities
and inflatables for the chil-
dremn, as well as an interac-

Fine art camp
exhibition

D & M Art Studio, 8691 N.
Lilley Road in Canton, will
be holding its 18th Annual
Open House and Fine Art
Camp Exhibition through
Aug. 30.

The art show is open to
the public and will more
than 400 units of children’s
art on display, including the
“Wild Things” mural created
by the children between the
ages of 3 and 16. For studio
hours and more information,
call (734) 453-3710, e-mail
dmartistli@aol.com or visit

On Aug. 30. there will be &
picnic from 4-8 p.m., and
will feature volleyball. horse
shoes, a ¢lip and slide and
plenty of food. Register to
win a free bike. For more
information, send an e-mail
to arkybuddyamb@aol.com.

the studio’s Web site at www.

tive children’s Bible program:.
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One scoop or two?

L1. Governor John Cherry (right) was in Canton last week
during an ice cream social hested by the Community
Democratic Club at UAW Local 735 on Michigan Avenue.
Here Cherry serves some ice cream to Larry Parks

of Narthville. The event was also attended by locai
Democratic elected officials.

Cheer f_er the

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES*

= Any frame up fo $130
= Scratch-resistant ienses
= Single vision, lined bifocals or

FREE N LINE__

BIFOCALS!

Observer
'WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UN}
CIGANNETT HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

i o R A e e b et P SNSRI A e 5 T s

HOW TO REACH US

Home Delivery/Customer Service....... 1-866-88-PAPLR (866-857-2737)

Newsroom.........o.. (7341 9532104 FaX.o (T34} 5917279
Sports MIghtline.............cooomvsomecncsmmcsoesnner e { 1343 953-2104
Classified Advertising........cooroen 1-80G-579-SELL (7355)
Display AdVErEISING. ... {34 582-8363

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS
The Canton Gbserver - Publication NC. USPS 663-670 Published every Thumsday and Sunday.
Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150

36251 Schoaleratt, Livonia, MI 48150

GET 1 BOX FREE

« FREE impact and
when you buy 3 boxes of ACUVUE® Brand ULTRA COMFORT SERIES™ Scratch-Resistant
Contact Lenses! Polycarbonate
N PO i Lenses
5 B iy | x FREE B¥ Protection
K ~FREE

. WARRANTY!

covers Btuakene anl iontihieg?
a2 Getgrins o7 Uhe prestsotion

ﬂ_l. [
. We Accept Most Vision Care Plans
Gall today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx.

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 I
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 I

Offer expirss. »\ugusl 30, 2008

*$90 offer includes any frame uo 10 ST3D, singie visian, ST28 hned hifocals or standard inshinciive no-Hne bifocals with scratch-resistant plastic lenses excluding Rayban and SunSpot Collection. Some special

Participating stores only. Vaid wheee prohibited oy faw. Eye exams performed by independent stae kcensed Doctars of Optometry. Uffer ends September 8, 2008. Walid prescription required. An eye exam is
sequited fo deterraene i Eontact lenses arg right for you. See store for delails. Other torms and conditions may apply. mportant information for comtact lans waarers: ACUVUE® Brand Contact Lenses are available
by presciphin enty for visicr commection. An eye care piolessional will delerming whather contact lenses ave right for you. Although rare, sericus eye problems can develop. To help avaid these pmb[emﬁ.

folleyws the wear ard raplacemant schedule and the fens care instructions prévided By vour doctor. Do not wear fenses if you have an eye infection, or experience eve disoomdort, extessive tearing, vistan-
charges. «e{nass or gther epe problems If ene of these conditions oceurs. contact your eye dorior immediately. For more Lnformation on proger wear, care and safety, talk to your eye care professional,

cal 1-300-243. 2020 ar wsit acuvue.com, ACUWUE", ACUIE® ADVANCE®, ACUVLE® GASYS™ HYDRACLEAR® AND ULTRA COMFORT SERIES " are registered tradsmarks of Jofinson & Johrison Vision Gare, Ing.
CRIIGEZNNB T

arders excluded Addviona? charae My £o SEpled for siomg Rx Other progressives, specialty tenses and iens options &re additional. “Offar includes any frame up 1o $100.00. FREE warranty and polycarbonate
' 0308 for any chid 18 and under See oplician Tor details. Cannot be cembined with ancther offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders, Eye exams amanged or we can fill your dactor's prescrigtioh. l

CALL 1-877-JCPEYES
R N EE N ST oew

IOEEmzeEB
[

the

GET THE MATCH-!NG -
FOUNDATION -
FOR JUST

Excludes Stearns & Foster and Serta Dare to Compare )

plus no mterest no payments -
for 12 months. '

on all mattidss séts $399 of.mére. with’ qualify
Deferred- lnt'_erest -Promo__tional 'Off_qr Deta

oreat indoors

5

sale 1449.99 + $1.- 1450, 89
queen mattrass + fourdation

Serta Spa Egcape Regy. 339948 A

W' el matiress  foln

addltlonal charge Rebate values.' log
vary. Maximum rebate value $65 Se_

- plus. free removal of you

Excludes waterbeds

- plus free bedframe

Up to a 59.99 value. Offer good for frame of compal’able size to
- -mattress; No; substltutmns s

ALL BASIC
BEDDING
ON SALE

« all sheets « all gillows
« all mattress pads

BUY 1T TOWEL OR BATH RUG,

ceT 50% OFF e srconm

Second itemn must be of equal or lesser value,

ALL DRAPERIES

‘Bealy. Southernwood Plusk

sale 1049.99 « §1= 1050.99
gugen mattress + foundation
Spring Alr Berksmre Reg 250999 qg

ALL FURNITURE
ON SALE

> all accent furniture » all headboards
» all dining + all home office
« all entertaining « all patio fumiture

ON SALE

ARIZONA Chandler 480-792-6000 Scottsdale 480-281

CALIFORNIA Burbank 818-260-8000 Ching Hills 909-972-6000-
COLORADO Broomfield 720-566-1000 Lone Tree ?08_-2_50'0 )
ILLINOIS Lombard 630-873-8000 Schaumburg 847-874-8000°
MARYLAND Gaithersb 240-599-1300 MICHIGAN Novi 248- 6f0 000

*All offers exclude Never Priced Lower items, ciearance Charrsma and Bravo towels specua. order barstools speC!aI purchases and Lands’ End furniture.

NEVADA Las Vegas 702-949-6600 NEW JERSEY Woodbridge 732:956- 2300 -

OHIO Columbus 614-880-8300 TEXAS Farmers Branch 214-76: 000 Houston B832-47 8000
Al mai-in rebates exclude sales tax. Offers end 9/6/08. unIP 55 othmw;se stated '

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAIE.S (when offered)
time to time and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES for the éntire promotional: perio
akmg the minimum monthly paymenit will not pay off your promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. With crediit approval
Sen led). Sears Home Imorovement Account™ valid on |nstalled sales onlh

(Commersial One®-excl

RGES :accrue on a promotional purchaae from the date of purchase at the regular purchase rate.in effect from
ed'to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period or if you default under
fnl qualifying pur 2
is.only va
oriotional offers greater than 12 manths ré imummonthl
taayvary. Minimum monthly FINANCE.G
1 by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A-

@ 2008 Sears Holdings Cerporation
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Jane Bensen, 10, of Canton {right) looks for the right boxes as she and her

T-year-ofd sister, Claire, make a donation to the Back to School Blitz Friday

morning at the Salvation Army in Plymouth.

Drive fills bus with
needed school items

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Gayle Berner of Canton '
Township arrived at the
Plymouth Salvation Army
Corps parking lot off Main
Street with several bags of
back-to-school items Friday
morning.

Berner said she heard
about the drive sponsored
by the Salvation Army and
Plymouth-Canton Schools to -
fill a school bus with school

ers and crayons.

who can't get the supplies
themselves,” said Berner. “It

you feel good.”

Salvation Army, witnessed a

supplies — rulers, paper,
pens, pencils and backpacks

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

supplies, and showed up with

several shopping bags loaded

with notebooks, pens, mark-
“I want to help out the kids

’s
a good thing to do, and makes

- Maj. Jim Irvine, pastor and
corps officer of the Plymouth

flow of people who delivered.

Demand for supplies

— Friday during a one-day,
12-hour drive.

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? _

Happy Rounds
now offers....

Cage-Free
Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have alt the comforts of

home in our home-like environment,

including sleeping on the bed with our
- trained and loving staff member!

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Glasses
Visit our website for details

“Our gang -
we share -
Sweet Dreams”

If you are at work, on vacation,
or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend & ¢ompanion

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St.  Plymouth, MI 48170
Www. happyhoundsdaycare cum

Dog ﬁég @ﬁm

Do you have OLD GOLD JEWELRY that is outdated,
or you no longer wear? As Easy as 1-2-3...

...L.et Showroom of Elegance turn

1. Turnitin for
in-store credit

on new jewelry.  design.

W

R if we buy your gold!
6018.Canton Center Rd.
Canton-MI 48187~
(North of Ford Rd.)

734 2071906 -

Look int on them on ouir LIVE Doggie Web Cams!

on every front and they’re
having a difficult time get-
ting the kids the supplies they
need to go back to school,”
Irvine said, “And vet, people
from all walks of life, at all
abilities, have come to help.”
‘Fourteen-year-old Angela

Moser of Plymouth volun-
teered to sort the donations.
“1 just wanted to do it to
help other kids,” said Moser,
who noted there were times
when her family needed simi-
lar help. “It’s hard to ask, but
it feels good to help.”
Sarah Lee of Flat Rock
represenied employees of
the Comcast Call Center in

“Parents are being squeezed

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

Plymouth Township who
donated school supplies.

“Sometimes you don’t real--
ize how something like this
can tax somebody’s family,”
said Lee, “And, it’s nice to
know that in two weeks some
kid will get a brand new ruler
that he wasn’t going to get, or
new pencils or a box of cray-
ons.”

A $2,647 grant from
Comcast, along with $2,000
from the Wilcox Foundation
and Kiwanis Club of Colonial

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools superintendent Dr. Craig Fiegel sorts out donations during the Back to School Biitz at the Salvation Army in Plymouth.

purchase new shoes.

The kids in the corps’
day camp also got involved,
donating change each day
that raised $567 for new
shows. It helped them win a
bet — to throw a pie in the
face of Irvine who said “It was
worth it.” ,

CVS denated 12-hundred
packs of peneils, and Frito
Lay employees at the distri-
bution center in Plymouth
Township also donated sup-
plies.. '

QEO8615396

" 2. Use your old 3. Receive a cash
to create a custom

Make your choice,
and turn that old gold into
something you can use today!

Showroom of Elegance is a trusted, licensed and insured Fine Jewelry store
located in the Canton Community.

We are the source to meet all your jewelry needs.
Come in and visit us today!
SHOWROOM OF '
FINE JEWELRY

BRING IN THIS ‘AD and recelve a

WWW., showroomofelegan ce.com

Plymouth, will allow the
Salvation Army to give fami-
lies $40 gift certificates to

ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids anhd services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at [
the meeting, fo individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing - -
upon two.weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auziliary.aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
. calling the foilowing:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 3. Canton: Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

bkadrich@hametownﬁfe‘com
(734)953-2172

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP

Beginning 9-2-08, the Charter Township of Plymouth Department
of Public Works will start its fire hydrant winterization program.
You may notice a temporary discoloration of your water. This should
only be for a short period of time. Any prolonged problems should
be reported to the DPW by calling 734-354-3270 x3.

Publish: August 24 & 28, 2008
Publish: Angust 7, 14, 21 & 28,2008

QEQ8E14049 ~ 2x2.5 OEG8817984 ~ 2x1.5

lmf«:}ducmg CurvesSmart:
The Woz’ld s most technclegscailyw
advanced workout for women.

5

L
INTRODUCING
Curvessmart

payment for
your items!’

CurvesSmart is programmed with your body's own information then
adjusis and monitors avery workout. All you have to do s “go fur green- -
the green light that means you're working out at the pace that will get
you to your fitness goals. Join the revolution. Call today and see just how
personal your workout can be.,

Curifeﬁ

YOUR CURVES WitL AMATE Y{:}U
| curves.com
Try CisrvesSmart at the following locations:
Store Hours: . o (734} 844-6741 - (248) 344-4466 (734) 4140515 (248) 446-9330
44248 herry HillRd. 42965 S i . 4717 Five Mile Rd. 25820 Pontiac Trail
TuesSat930600 < ||| 4eGrepn. missmentiieRs. 47y Euo

. SQUTH LYON
C!osed Sun & Mon :

Q2008 Curvas International, Inc.
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Bankruptcy can help give College students need to prevent fires
individuals a fresh start

eceived a letter from a cou-
ple in severe financial condi-
ion. They maxed out their
charge cards. They worked
with a credit counselor, who
got their payments lowered.
They called the charge card
company, which lowered the
interest on their debt.

Despite all that, they were
stlll in all sorts of financial dif-
wom ficulty. After
careful review,
I recom-
mended they
file Chapter 7
bankruptey. It
was the only
way to relieve
them of their
Money Matters fi,ancial crisis.

Ibelieved
there was no
realistic way
they could
contmue to maintain their
payments. Recently, I received
aletter from a reader who dis-
agreed with my conclusion.

The basic premise of the let-
ter was that people get them-
selves into financial difficulty
and they should get themselves
out.

The letter writer believed
bankruptcy was immoral and
something that, if up to him,
would not be available. He
asked me to address the issue.

1 appreciate different opin-
ions and I learn by listening to
others. That being said, I stand
by my original recommenda-
tion. I do not think bankruptcy
is immoral.

‘We live in a great country,
which recognizes that people
make mistakes and sometimes
need a fresh start. That is what
bankruptcy is meant to do. It
is not meant to reward, but
rather an opportunity to learn
and to get a fresh start.

Many people believe there
are no consequences to bank-
ruptcy. Not true. There are sub-
stantial consequences for any-
one who files for bankruptey.
Not only is your credit situation
hurt, but filing for bankruptey
can also impact your ability to

o }

Rick Bloom

obtain a job. In addition, there
is the psychological aspect that
people go through when they
file for bankruptey.

There is ancther issue that
rarely gets discussed, but 1
believe should be raised. Many
personal bankrupicies are
because of charge cards. There
is no doubt that many people
are irresponsible with charge
cards and that leads to prob-
lems. However, it is important
to recognize that charge card
companies — in many situa-
tions — are charging exorbitant
amounts of interest. One rea- -
son they charge high interest
rates is to cover losses caused

by bankruptcies.

The charge card companies,
in effect, are charging indi-
viduals an insurance premium
to insure themselves from
losses due to bankruptey. You
could argue this premium is no
different than any other type

" people pay to cover themselves

in the case of a loss.

I do not believe bankruptcy
should be a first choice if you
run into financial difficulties.
One should explore a variety
of options to determine which

e, Ny it e
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Fine Arts & Crafts

Saturday & Senday ¢ August 36°& 31
0am -6 g@ 1. '%E%ﬁﬁ}

fove Information,
Dlease visis wa; w.algonacarifai

or Call 810-794-5937
No Pets Allowed

suits the situation. However,
after exploring options, if

" bankruptey is the best option,

so be it,

An individual who follows
the law and selects bankruptey
should not be stigmatized.
Northwest Airlines, Kmart
and thousands of companies
that have filed for bankruptcy
don’t believe they cheated their
creditors or their shareholders.
Companies use bankruptcy
laws for their best interest,

I have no problem recom-
mending that we as individuals
also take advantage of the law
where appropriate.

That does not mean bank-
ruptcy is always the best solu-
tion, because it is not. However,
it is one solution that individu-
als facing severe financial dif-
ficulty should explore and use
where appropriate.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit guestions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site af
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

..onthe
Warerfrontin ¢
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12 Mile

Rehabilitation
& Nursmg FaC|I|t|es

CALL TODAY!

586-752-5008
www.medilodge.com

very year, college and uni-

¢ versity students experience
a growing number of fire-
related emergencies. There are
several causes for these fires, but

most are due to a general lack

of knowledge

and preven-
tion, Fire safety
must be a part
of their Jives,
College-age stu-
dents may feel
invincible at this
age, but they
aren’t. Most of
our children will
take responsibility for their own
safety it we only show them how
todoit.

There is a strong link between
alcohol and fire deaths. In more
than 50 percent of adult fire
fatalities, victims were under the
influence of alcohol at the time
of the fire. Alcohol almse often
impairs judgment and hampers
evacuation efforts. Cooking is
the leading cause of fire injuries
on college campuses, closely fol-
lowed by careless smoking and
arson. Many factors contribute to
the problem of dormitory hous-
ing fires. ‘

Kurski__

about fire safety

B Improper use of 911 notifica-
tion systems delays emergency
response.

B Student apathy is prevalent.
Many are unaware that fire is a
risk or threat in the environment.

B Evacuation efforts are hin-
dered since fire alarms are often
ignored.

W Building evacuations are
delayed due to lack of prepa.ratlon
and preplanning,

W Vandalized and improperly
maintained stooke alarms and
fire alarm systems inhibit early
detection of fires.

W Misuse of cooking apphanc—
es, overloade d electrical circuits
and extension cords increase the
risk of fires.

Ifyour child is going away to
college this year, give them infor-
mation on how to take respon-
sibility for their own safety. Sit
down with them and explain to
them the following key points:

8 Provide students with a-
program for fire safety and pre-
vention.

M Teach students how to prop-
erly notify the fire department
using the 911 systein.

B Install smoke alarms in
every dormitory room and every

level of housing facilities.

M Maintain and regularly test
smoke alarms and fire alarm
systems, Replace smoke alarm
batteries every semester.

M Regularly inspect rooms and
buildings for fire hazards.

M Inspect exit doors and win-
dows and make sure they are
working properly. .

W Create and update detailed
floor plans of buildings, and
roake them available to emergen-
¢y personnel, resident advisors
and students.

B Conduct fire drilis and prac-
tice escape routes and evacuation
plans. Urge students to take each
alarm seriously.

N Do not overload electrical
outlets and make sure extension
cords are used properly. .

B Learn to properly use and
meintain heating and cooking
appliances.

The steps that everyone can
take to protect themselves and
their children are fairly simple
ones. Since your student may
never have had to take responsi-
bility for their own safety before,
prepare them before they head
out the door for college.

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter.
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i I$'S EASY MATH. Just put your money into a Citizens Bank
t high-yield CID to make more. That's smart.

TO FIND THE CITIZENS BANK LOCATION NEAREST YOU,
VISIT CETIZENSBANKING.COM oR

CALL 800-444-6989,

*The Annual Percentaga Yield (APY) is valid as of 8/24/08. $1,000 minimum deposit required to open the account. Offer valid only on new
accounts. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal, Offer available to individuals only and is subject to change at any time. May not he
combined with any other certificate of deposit oifer,

QEQGE618047
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