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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

One-stop shopping 
appears to be on its way to 
Michigan Avenue. 

The Canton Planning 
Commission will have a 
public hearing Monday 
regarding a preliminary 
planned district develop­
ment plan for a new Meijer 
store. 

The Grand Rapids-based 
retailer is looking to open 
a new store on Michigan 
Avenue near Morton Taylor 
Road between Sheldon and 
Lilley. 

"We are definitely 
in growth mode," said 
Meijer spokesman Frank 
Guglielmi, adding that the 
company will open nine 
new stores this year, five of 
which will be replacements 
for previously-opened loca­
tions. 

Plans for the new, 
156,000-square-foot 
Canton store call for one 
of the chain's newer design 
concepts and will include 
a drive-through pharmacy 
and a gas station. 

Township Planner Angela 
Wolosiewicz said in addi­
tion to the Meijer store, 
the development has room 
for other commercial uses, 
including out lots. 

"There is a lot of avail­
ability for any number of 
things," she said. 

If approved by the com­
mission, the preliminary 
PDD will then go before the 
Township Board. If moved 
forward by the board, 
Meijer will then submit a 

WHAT DG YOU THINK? 

Is a new Meijer store a good f i t 
for Michigan Avenue? Teil us 
your thoughts by sending and 
e-mail to Editor Kurt Kuban at 
kkuban@hometownlife.com or 
by posting a comment on our 
Web site at www. hometown life, 
com. 

final PDD request and site 
plans to the township. 

Wolosiewicz said with the 
success of the Crossroads 
Village retail develop­
ment at Michigan and Beck 
Roads, the township is 
anticipating the arrival of 
the Meijer-anchored center. 

"A lot of people are 
pleased with the quality of 
the (new construction) on 
Michigan Avenue and we 
are trying to maintain that," 
she said. 

Guglielmi said Meijer is 
as happy about the plans as 
the township but joked; that 
their enthusiasm may pale 
in comparison to his. 

"Tin excited for me," he 
laughed. 

"The location is only a 
mile and a halfway from my 
house." 

Guglielmi previously 
said the company hires 
anywhere from 300-400 
employees in.Ope"ning a new 
store. The 24-hour retailer 
has 182 stores in Michigan, 
Indiana, Illinois, Ohio and 
Kentucky. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 

(734) 953-2170 

Michael Grech of Canton talks about the environmental blog he created called vegthreads.org. 

TOM HOFFMEVER|STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Blog adds a touch of humor to the green movement 
BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ••- • 

If the thought of turning 
empty glass bottles into a sur­
round-sound system, making 
your own sandals or creating 
a batch of beer-laced fertilizer 
sounds appealing, you may 
want to visit Michael Grech's 
blog. 

Grech, 23, of Canton 
launched www.VegThreads. 
org, an environmentally-con­
scious blog, in January. The 
Web site, which has made 
its way to 78 countries, is 
designed to offer a fun twist to 
green issues. 

"Most of the information I 

found (on the Internet) was 
boring and research based," 
said Grech, a recent University 
of Michigan-Dearborn gradu­
ate. "I wanted to present envi­
ronmental issues with a tad of 
humor." 

Grech has 150 subscribers 
to the blog, which has cranked 
out such entries as "Lawn 
Mower Gone Solar Powered In 
3 Easy Steps," "How To Make 
Green Toothpaste" and "Make 
Hydroponics With McDonald's 
Cups." 

In addition to unique how-to 
instructions — the do-it-your­
self sandals call for an old tire 
— Grech also blogs about ris­
ing gas prices, electric cars and 

consumerism. 
A recent piece on two men 

walking the 3,000-mile 
Continental Divide that spans 
from Mexico to the British 
Columbia has gotten "a lot of 
positive feedback," Grech said. 

"I think this helps fill the 
market," he said. "We have fun, 
environmentally friendly top­
ics and it has been reflected in 
the comments (from visitors)." 

Grech, who is in the process 
of putting together another 
Web site, said he aims at 
updating VegThreads weekly 
and joked that he has to start 
his "real job" with a health care 
worker's union this week. 

"I'm having a lot of fun right 

WWW.VEGTHREADS.ORG 
Owner: Michael Grech of Canton 
What : An environmentally-con­
scious Web site designed to add 
a fun twist to green issues 
Topics: "Visualizing Your Waste" 
and "How To Build A Solar Heater 
With Beer" 

now," he said. "We may have 
changed a few opinions and 
a few minds, but I just want 
to offer a new point of view. 
I don't feel I'm changing the 
world." 

tlparks@tiometowrilife.com | (734) 953-2170 

BY KURT KUBAN 

.OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With the start of a new school 
year just around the corner, more 
than 150 Wayne-Westland teach­
ers and their supporters showed 
up at the Board of Education 
meeting Monday to raise aware­
ness to failed contract negotia­
tions with the district. 

In what could be a harbinger 
of a strike, the teachers carried 
picket signs that read "Teachers 
deserve respect" and "All stu­
dents deserve small class sizes." 

The district's contract with the 
858-member Wayne-Westland 
Education Association is due to 
expire on Aug. 25, a week before 
students are set to report for the 
new school year. 

As the teachers marched 

Evelyn Baran, director of toe Wayne-Westland Education Association with megaphone, 
talks with members at a protest Monday at the Wayne-Westland Board of Education 
meeting. 

outside the district's Westland 
headquarters, Ruth Beier, an 
economist with the Michigan 
Education Association, made 
a presentation to the board, in 
which she analyzed the district's 
annual budgets and audits dat­
ing back to the 2003-04 school 
year. Beier said the district had 
"manufactured" a budget deficit 

in three of the last four years by 
moving millions of dollars out of 
its operations budget to pay for 
capital improvements to district 
facilities. 

"My analysis is the district 
doesn't have a deficit if it doesn't 
want a deficit," said Beier, who 

Please see TEACHERS, A 4 

Leadership Canton covers 
all aspects of community 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Applications are being accepted 
for the 2008-09 class of Leadership 
Canton. 

The program, which will begin in 
October and end in May, was created 
in 1994 to educate participants about 
the inner workings of the Canton com­
munity. 

"Leadership Canton is an awe­
some opportunity to get to. know the 
Canton community," said co-chair Deb 
Zevalkink. "We have had everyone from 
school superintendents to stay-at-home 
mothers, so it's a great networking 
opportunity, too." 

The program, a partnership between 
the township and the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce, features monthly ses­
sions that focus on a certain area of the 
community such as Public Safety or the 
school system. 

Chamber President Dianne Cojei 
graduated from Leadership Canton in 
2001 and said she treasures the experi­

ence. 
"I knew more about Canton in six 

months than I knew about Dearborn 
and I was there 17 years," she said. 
"Leadership Canton covers every single 
aspect of the community." 

Participation in the program, which 
graduates about 20 students in each 
class, costs $800. 

Zevalkink said some $400 scholar­
ships are available. 

The 2007-08 class, which was respon­
sible for the Pins on Parade display 
along Ford Road, came after a two-year 
hiatus for Leadership Canton. 

Besides the outpouring of information 
for its students, Zevalkink said the pro­
gram has provided "a group of leaders 
we can lean on when we need help." 

At the end of the program, students 
will receive a plaque and acknowledge­
ment from government officials. 

Zevalkink said the deadline to regis­
ter is Sept. 1. 

For more information, call the cham­
ber at (734) 453-4040 or Zevalkink at 

,(734)394-5188. 
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Debt Consolidation 
Re-finance High Rate Debt & Save! 

Consolidate your high rate credit 
card debt into one low monthly./. 
payment at Community Financial. 
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(734) 453-1200 (877) 937-2328 toll free www.eftu.org 
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AROUND CANTON 

Canton Premiere Players 
The Canton Premiere 

Players, a new local theater 
group, will present the drama-
comedy The Skeleton Key by 
Frank Stokes at 8 p.m., Aug. 
22 and 5 p.m. and 8 p.m., Aug. 
23 at Canton Premiere Dance, 
5860 N. Canton Center Road. 
Suite 325 in the Ford Canton 
Crossings. The show is fund­
raiser for Canton Premiere 
Players. The show is being 
directed by Dave Cooper, and 
the local cast includes Jami 
Krause, Michael Hool, John 
Cafter, Caleb Kruzel, Kimmy 
Elliott, Matt Martello, Nick 
Mullins, and Kiersti Kruzel. 
There is a $5 minimum dona­
tion at the door. 

Movie premier 
Many people are dealing 

with rising gas and food prices, 
unemployment and inflation. 
Many people wonder how the 
nation ended up in so much 
economic trouble. I.O.U.S.A. is 
an insightful documentary to 
premier in eight theatres across 
the state. The film offers peo­
ple a look at how the nation got 
to where it is, and the difficult 
decisions that lie ahead. 

The film will premier tonight 
in eight movie theatres across 
the state, including the Regal 
Commerce Township 14 in 
Livonia arid the Goodrich 
Canton Cinema in Canton. 

I.O.U.S.A, explores the 
national debt, and its effect on 
the economy in the past, pres­
ent and future. The documen­
tary also looks at the impact 
on the economy of the ever 
increasing numbers of jobs 

being exported, the increased 
importation of goods, and 
spending habits of the govern­
ment. The film seeks to make 
the complicated financial 
issues of America understand­
able for all Americans. 

For specific show times 
contact the theatres. For more 
information about the film visit 
the film's Web site at www.iou-
sathemovie.com. 

Children's carnival 
Abundant Life Church, 

located at 2100 Hannan Road 
in Canton, will host a children's 
carnival 6-8:30 p.m., Aug. 
28-30. The event will feature 
food, activities and inflatables 
for the children, as well as an 
interactive children's Bible pro­
gram. On Aug. 30, there will be 
a picnic from 4-6 p.m., and will 
feature volleyball, horse shoes, 
a slip and slide and plenty of 
food. Register to win a free 
bike. Everyone is welcome. For 
more information, send an e-
mail to arkybuddyamb@aol. 
com. 

Christmas Spectacular 
auditions 

Central City Dance is holding 
open auditions for its Broadway-
style Christmas Spectacular on 
Aug. 23 and Sept. 13. The studio is 
looking-for experienced dancers, 
singers and gymnasts throughout 
southeast Michigan. Audition's for 
dancers ages 6-8 will take place 
11-11:45 a.ra; ages 9-12 at 12-12:45 
p.m.; and ages 13 and up.at 1-1:45 
p.m. Auditions for singers ages 10 
through adult will take place at 2-
2:45 p.m. Auditions for gymnasts 
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The Canton Lions Club will Hold its annua! corn roast from noon to 5 p.m., Sunday at the Bartlett-Travis House (500 
Ridge Road). The event will be part of Canton's Village Faire, which takes piace Saturday and Sunday. The all-you-
can-eat corn roast is one of the Lions Club's main fund-raisers. In addition to corn soaked overnight and grilled to 
perfection, the dinner includes a hot dog on a bun, baked beans, watermelon, cotton candy and a refreshment for 
only a $5 donation per person. For more information about the Lions Club, visit www.cantonlions.org or call Noreen 
at (734) 981-0486. 
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ages 10 and up will take place at 
3-3:30 p.m. Performers arriving 
late will not be permitted to audi­
tion. A nonrefundable audition fee 
of $10 is due at registration. Show 
dates are Dec. 18-21 at the Village 
Theater. For more information 
about the audition process, visit 
www.centralcitydaiKe.coni. 

Women wanted 
The Canton Business and 

Professional Women (BPW), 
which promotes full partici­
pation, equity and economic 
self-sufficiency for America's 
working women, will hold its 
next monthly meeting Monday 
Sept. 8 from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
Palermo's Restaurant, 44938. 
Ford Road, Canton (located in 
the strip mall behind Murray's 
Auto Supply on north side of 
Ford Road, east of Canton 
Center Road). Dinner will be 
served. The guest will be best-
selling author and Northville 
resident Julie Fairfield Felicelli. 
For more information, call 
June Nicholas (313) 610-2561 
or e-mail her at junenicholas@ 
comcast.net. Please RSVP for 
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this meeting. 

Sponsorships available 
The Salem Rocks football 

team now has sponsorships 
and advertisements available 
for purchase. Local businesses, 
organizations and individuals 
are now able to purchase spon­
sorships and program adver­
tisements for the upcoming • 
football season. 

There are multiple levels 
available offering a variety 
of options, including services 
such as programs ads, stadium 
signage, announcements at 
games and much more. All pro­
ceeds support the Salem Rocks 
football team. 

Please contact Don Turner 
via e-mail at dturner@long-
walkpartners.com or by calling 
(734) 812-05.04. ; 

Mom to mom sale 
Connection Church in 

Canton is having a fall Mom-
to-Mom Sale from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
6. More than 75 moms will 
be selling their kids' clothes, 
toys, books/DVD's, baby equip­
ment, etc., that their families 
have outgrown. There is a $1 
admission. Refreshments will 
be available. Strollers welcome. 
Connection Church is located 
at 3855 Sheldon Road, just 

north of Michigan Avenue. For 
more information, check out 
mom2momlist.com. 

School supplies giveaway 
Way of Life Christian Church 

is giving away free backpacks 
filled with school supplies. The 
picnic and giveaway will be 
held from 2-6 p.m., Aug. 31, 
at UAW 735,48055 Michigan 
Avenue (west of Beck Road). 
There will be refreshments and 
activities for children of all 
ages. Pastors Fred and Helen 
Canty and the Way of Life con­
gregation will be on hand and 
would love to meet your fam­
ily. For more information, call 
(734)482-0068. 

JGHS Class of '88 reunion 
The John Glenn High School 

class of 1988 will be meet­
ing for its 20-year reunion at 
7 p.m., Aug. 23 at the U.S. 12 
Bar and Grill (34824 Michigan 
Avenue, Wayne). Dinner will 
be availableat 6 p.m. Cash bar 
and full menu will be available. 
For more information, please 
visit http://jghs88reunion.com. 

Ed Gucwa Memorial 
The Sgt. Romanowski V.F.W. 

Post #6896,28945 Joy Road 
Westland, will host a memo­
rial MDA spaghetti dinner in 
honor of Ed Gucwa from noon 

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers • • • • 

"Our gang -
we share -

Gage-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Glasses 
Visit our website for details 

/ 
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Brynn. Coco & Apache 
if you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your ioyat friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 481701 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 

to 6 p.m., Aug. 24. The event 
, will include music, a bake sale 
and raffles. Cost is $7 per adult 
and $3 per child. 

Newcomers welcome Dr. 
Fiegel 

The public is invited to 
spend an evening socializing, 
enjoying refreshments from 
Carrabba's Italian Grill and 
Back Home Bakery, getting 
to know your "neighbors" and 
signing up for 20-plus inter­
est groups (Book Club, Bunko, 
Playgroups, Chick Flick, 
Couples Social, Scrapbooking 
to name a few) at the Canton 
Newcomers Wednesday, Sept. 
3, adult general meeting at 
Workman Elementary, 250 
Denton Road (at Cherry Hill 
Road). 

A special meet/greet 
is scheduled from 7-7:30 
p.m. with newly appointed 
Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Superintendent Craig Fiegel. 
This is the Newcomers' season 
kickoff meeting. Huntington 
Bank is sponsoring the event. 
All remaining first Wednesday 
of the month meetings will be 
held at Sunflower Clubhouse, 
45800 Hanford. This social, 
civic and charitable organiza­
tion will also host a raffle to 
benefit a local charity. 

To order a complimentary 
September newsletter that will 
arrive a few days before the 
meeting, visit www.canton-
newcomers.org or call Noreen 
at (734) 981-0486. 

Hospice volunteers 
sought 

Compassionate Care 
Hospice, a community-based 
organization that provides hos­
pice care for patients and their 
families, is currently seeking 
caring and dedicated individu­
als to provide support by being 
a friendly visitor or clerical 
volunteer. 

Training is provided, and 
will be held at the organi­
zation's office at 5820 Lilley 
Road, Suite 1, in Canton. 

For more information, con­
tact Ann Christensen, volun­
teer coordinator, toll-free (888) 
983-9050. 

Chiefettes clinic 
The Canton Varsity 

Chiefettes are holding a kids 
pompon clinic from 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., Sept. 13 at the 
Canton High School gym. The 
clinic is open to children ages 
5-14. Pre-registration is now 
open on the Chiefettes Web 
site at www.cantonchiefettes. 
com or contact Chiefette par­
ent, Sarena Bouse, at micro-
bousel@comcast.net. 

Cost is $35 per child and 
includes a T-shirt and snack. 
Discounts are available for 
additional siblings. 

Parents are invited to come 
see their daughters perform at 
noon on the day of the clinic. 

All girls attending the clinic 
will be invited to perform at 
the Canton Chiefettes Variety 
Show on Saturday Sept. 20 and 
at a Canton Varsity football 
game. 

Pre-registered participants 
should arrive between 8:30-9 
a.m. 

Same day registration is 
also available at 8:30 a.m. but 
enrollment is limited to the 
first 100 participants. . 
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Weaver steps down from 
Wayne-Westland school board 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After weeks of speculation, 
Fred Weaver resigned from 
the Wayne-Westland Schools 
Board of Education Monday. 

Weaver made the announce­
ment many were expecting 
from him at the school board 
meeting Monday evening. 
The trustee, who is a pastor, 
made some brief comments 
at the start of the meeting, 
and resigned his post effective 
immediately. 

Weaver, who was first elected 
in 2002 and then re-elected, 
said he had enjoyed his time on 
the board and serving the com­
munity. 

Many were calling for 
Weaver to step down after it 

Weaver 

was learned 
that the former 
school board 
president 
had changed 
his primary 
residence to 
Midland earlier 
this year and 
was no longer 
a resident in 

the Wayne-Westland district. 
Previously Weaver said it was 
a mix-up that he was going to 
rectify. 

He had a change of heart and 
resigned Monday, however. 

District leaders, includ­
ing Supt. Greg Baracy, said 
Weaver's departure was signifi­
cant. • 

"The district owes a deep 
sense of gratitude to Fred 

Weaver," Baracy said. 
, "Over the years, we've got­
ten a chance to work closely 
with him. He always had the 
best interest of the students at 
heart. Every decision he ever 
made, he had the best interest 
of the students at heart. This 
must have been a hard decision 
for him to make. He's an hon­
orable man." 

Board President Martha 
Pitsenbarger said she was 
"sorry" Weavfer had to resign. 

"He will be missed. I will, 
miss him a lot," she said. 

The Board of Education 
will select a replacement for 
Weaver to serve until the next 
board election in May 2009. 
According to Michigan law, 
the board has 30 days to find a 
replacement. 

benefit hospitalized veterans 
BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Not only will the big car 
show planned Saturday at 
a local UAW hall be a great 
chance to see some classic hot 
rods and motorcycles, it will 
also be a great way to support 
local veterans. 

.The big show, which is 
being hosted by the Motor 
City Muscle Car Club, 
Vietnam Veterans of America, 
and United Auto Workers 
Region 1A, will take place 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
23 at UAW Local 735,48055 
Michigan Ave. in Canton. All 
proceeds from the event will 
aid hospitalized veterans at 
the Ann Arbor VA Medical 
Center. 

According to John Alva, one 

of the show's main organizers, 
there will be more than 400 
classic cars and motorcycles 
at the event, including the 
original GTO Monkee Mobile 
from the TV show. 

The event, which is free to 
the public, will also feature 
plenty of food and music, 
as well as door prizes and 
raffles. Some of the top prizes 
include dinners at local res­
taurants, a Placido Polanco-
signed Detroit Tigers jersey, 
and a trip to Las Vegas. Many 
local organizations, indi­
viduals and businesses have 
donated to make the event 
possible. 

Alva said all proceeds will 
go toward nonmedical items 
for the VA hospital, including 
improving the facilityWining 
hall. 

"We want to make it a little 
more like home. A lot of these 
veterans who are there are 
going to end their life there, 
so we want to make it a little 
nicer for them," said Alva, 
who volunteers more than 30 
hours per week at the facility. 

He said they would also like 
to use proceeds to get cable 
television in the facility, and 
to buy comfort items, such as 
soap and shaving supplies, for 
the veterans living there. 

In addition, local Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 
528 will be making "dog tags," 
and Lynn Dery from REMAX 
of Canton will be collect­
ing "cell phones for soldiers" 
where each cell phone or 
accessory turned in becomes 
an hour calling card for one of 
the troops. 

curves.com 
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Hello, Dolly 
Spotlight Players will be performing the 
musical 'Hello, Dolly!' Sept. 19-20,26-28, 
and Oct. 3-5 at the Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill. The production will feature 
a huge cast including a dozen actors 
from Canton. Actors shown in the photo 
are (back row from left) Christian Cash, 
Kimberly Adams, Drex Morton, (front 
row from left) Maureen Paraventi and 
Erin Hildebrandt. Morton, a Canton 
resident and pastor, plays the lead role of 
Horace VanerGelder. For times and more 
information about the production, visit 
www.spotlightplayers.net. Regular ticket 
prices are $18 for adults, and $16 for 
seniors and children under 18. However, 
the theater group is offering discount — — — 
tickets for $13 each, but they are only available online at the group's Web site. 
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came at the request of the 
WWEA. 

Beier said the district 
should be more concerned 
about having smaller class 
sizes and paying its teach­
ers a good wage. She said 
Wayne-Westland ranks in 
the top third among Wayne 
County districts for number 
of pupils per teacher, but 
ranks in the bottom third in 
teacher salary. 

Beier said she hoped her 
presentation would provide 
the Board of Education 
with an objective look at the 
district's finances. She said 
Supt. Greg Baracy and the 
administration were giving 
them a "skewed" financial 
picture. 

"The board doesn't get the 
whole picture. I came to give 
them the tools they need to 
see the whole picture. They'll 
see there's plenty of money 
to settle this contract," Beier 
said. "This is a political 
fight, not a monetary fight." 
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Baracy said his team and 
the hoard will "respectfully" 
examine Beier's report. 
However, he said the district 
and the teachers union are 
"light years apart" at the 
negotiation table, though 
he's hoping an agreement 
can be reached before the 
start of the school year on 
Sept. 2. 

"I'm very hopeful that rea­
sonable minds will prevail, 
and we'll get a contract that 
is satisfactory to both par­
ties," said Baracy, who noted 
the district is anticipating a 
$5 million budget deficit for 
the new year. 

Evelyn Baran, the 
executive director of the 
WWEA, said the teachers 
haven't had raises in several 
years, class sizes are too 
large, and district wants to 
take away the union's abil­
ity to negotiate health care 
benefits. 

She said union members 
will meet Monday at Salem 
High School for an impor­
tant vote to give the union's 
bargaining unit the author­
ity to act on their behalf by 
whatever means necessary 
to get a contract resolution, 

ROBERTSAYW 

Wayne-Westland teachers let their displeasure with the Wayne-Westland Board of Education be known Monday 
before the board meeting. 

which could include calling 
for a strike. 

"There's nothing off the 

table at this point. If you 
don't stand up now, when do 
you?" Baran said. 

About 1,000 Canton 
children attend Wayne-
Westland schools. 

Welcome to our newest full-service banking office in the Canton area. 

We're proud to be a part of the neighborhood and are ready to serve you. 

Come in now and ask about our $50 GiftCard offer, • 

During our Grand Opening celebration, you'll receive a $50 
American Express GiftCard when you open a qualifying account* 
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S50 American Express GiftCard 

Canton, Ml 48188 
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Tfie Central City 

Aug 23rd or Sept 
for experienceioancers, Singers & Gymnasts in S.E, Michigan. 

Now holding open auditions for the most explosive Broadway Style Christmas 
Show Around Town-The Central City Christmas Spectacular 

Auditions for Dancers 
Ages 6-8 

, Ages 9-12 
Ages113+ 

11-11:45 pm 
12-12:45 pm 

1-1:45 pn% 

AgeslO-Aduit 2-2:45 pm 

Auditions for Gymnasts 
Ages 10-gp 3-3:30 pm 

A non-refundable audition fee 
of $10 is due at registration. 

Showdates: December 18th-21 si , 2008 
at the Luxurious Cherry Hill Village Theater 

visit www.oentralcitydance.com for information about the audition process 

• Wear approprtdtedance wear and footwear; 
tap, jazz and/or ballet shoes. 

• Be prepared to team a dance combination. 
• Dangers wilt audition as a group. 
• Bring a non-returnable photp of yourself 
• Arrive V2 hour before scheduled audi ta 

time to register and warm up, , 
• Singers should 'bring siprepared pteceF©f 

any holiday music, in£D$ormat. : ; ~ 
• Performers arriving iafe w8I not be #6*rmftted 

to audition. ;< 
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: Bush reaction to Georgia invasion 'inexcusable' 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Following a blistering e-mail 
message to fellow Republicans 
attacking President George 
Bush's plan to attend the 
Olympics in China, U.S. 
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, said Monday it was 
"inexcusable" that the Bush 
administration was "sur­
prised" by Russia's invasion of 
Georgia. 

"The West has failed to 
understand the collapse of 
Communism, for 70 years an 
atheistic, socialistic philoso­
phy that ravished that coun­
try," McCotter said. "When 
they put shock therapy in 
place, they equated the decline 
in productivity, the decline in 
life expectancy to democracy 
and allowed (Russian Prime 
Minister and former President 
Vladimir) Putin to do exactly. 
what he is doing, turning 
down an authoritarian path 
modeled on China.". 

McCotter 

McCotter 
said there is a 
link between 
the adminis­
tration's "kid 
glove" policy 
toward China 
and the new 
aggression of 
Russia. 

On Aug. 6, 
McCotter sent an e-mail com­
plaining about Bush's trip to 
China at a time when Congress 
was engaged in a battle 
over a controversial energy 
bill. The e-mail called the 
Republican president "wildly 
unpopular." McCotter also 
criticized Democratic House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the 
Democrats for adjourning the 
House session and not allow­
ing an "up or down vote" on 
the energy bill, which he said 
has bipartisan support. 

"On his part, perhaps our 
Compassionated Conservative-
in-Chief will bring our absent 
Democrat Congress some 

'Made in (communist) China' 
souvenir T-shirts: Bush went 
to Beijing and all I got was this 
lousy five-week, paid vaca­
tion,"' the e-mail read. 

Republican House members; 
have been taking turns meet- i 
ing in the House chambers 
despite the adjournment. 

BUSH SHOULD HAVE KNOWN 
On Monday, McCotter said 

the Bush administration and 
Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, an expert on the Soviet 
Union, should have known 
what was coming. 

"I think their continuing 
emphasis on dialogue with 
Russia is exactly what Putin 
expected and is exactly what 
is helping them (the Russians) 
achieve their strategic objec­
tive which is to cow all the for­
mer Soviet republics and now 
democracies, not just Georgia 
but Ukraine," he said. 

Russia has objected to 
plans to allow Georgia and 
Ukraine to become members 

of NATO.' McCotter said it 
was important to "get Georgia 
and Ukraine into NATO" and 
make sure they have weapons 
to defend themselves. 

Joseph Larkin, the 
Democratic candidate run­
ning against McCotter in this 
fall's election, said he found it 
"ironic" that McCotter is criti­
cal of Bush's policies. 

"I find it funny because he 
has been a foot soldier for 
George Bush," Larkin said 
Tuesday. "I saw the e-mail 
where he called George Bush 
wildly unpopular, but he has 
been wildly supportive." 

Larkin said he has long con­
sidered Putin a problem that 
needed closer watching as he 
moves his country back to a 
more autocratic form of gov­
ernment. 

"Now due to Iraq, we don't 
have the moral authority to act 
against Putin," he said. 

MOVES BY CONGRESS 
McCotter said there are 

actions that Congress can and 
probably will take; 

"The first step for Congress, 
and it should happen, is to 
invite the president of Georgia 
to speak to a joint session 
of Congress," he said. "It 
will show and affirm that at 
least the legislative branch is 
totally supportive of Georgian 
democracy." 

McCotter said Bush's trip to 
China seems to lend support to 
the Chinese government and 
its repressive policies. 

"The message he sent was 
exactly the opposite mes­
sage he should have send to 
the Chinese or the Russians," 

McCotter said. "I can't imag­
ine Harry Truman in a time of 
war, or Eisenhower, going to 
watch beach volleyball." 

McCotter said he didn't sup­
port boycotting the Olympics, 
citing Canton's Bronze medal 
swimmer Allison Schmidt 
as an example of an athlete 
who shouldn't be punished for 
political issues. 

Larkin agreed that a boycott 
of the Olympics would have 
been a mistake. He said he 
didn't fault Bush for attending 
but for not returning immedi­
ately in the face of the situa­
tion in Georgia. 

about your charge card can save you money 

€harge-card companies are 
notorious for changing the 
terms. Whether it is how 

interest is computed, the due 
date of payment, or the interest 
rate, charge-card companies are 
constantly changing their terms. 
And they do it in such a way that 
it is difficult for the average per­
son to understand the changes. 

In some situations, the chang­
es are minor. In other situations, 
the changes are major and can 
cost a substantial amount of 
money. 

If you have not looked at your 
charge card in a few years, it is 
probably time to spend a few 
minutes to make sure you are 
using the most effective charge 
card for your situation. 

The issue for consumers to 
consider is when's the last time 
you decided the best charge card 
for you. 

There is no one right answer. 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

It depends 
on each indi­
vidual situa­
tion and how 
you use your 
charge card. 

One of the 
key issues is 
whether you 
carry a balance 
or not. If you 
do not carry a 
balance, then 
interest rates 

are not as important and so 
some of the reward programs 
become an important feature. 

If you carry a balance, the 
interest rate is key and how 
it is calculated is extremely 
important. 

The Internet makes it easier 
to compare cards. I use www. 
bankbreak.com to help ana­
lyze charge cards. Another 
Web site that is easy to use is 

www.cardhub.com. On this 
site, you can compare a vari­
ety of reward programs based 
upon those you will actu­
ally use. The site also offers a 
wealth of information about 
charge cards. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Readers can submit questions at 
moneymatters@hometownlife.com. For 
more information, visit www.bloomas-
setmanagement.com. You can hear Rick 
from noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-

t ^ 

Early Chi ldhood Through Middle School : 

Work& Activity Books,BB Sets, Trimmers, 
Dccoratives, Ready Letters, Cut-Outs, 

Chanlets, Banners, Desk Plates, Incentives, 
Pocket Charts, Sentence Strips, Fadeless BB 

Paper, Writing Tablets, Manipulativcs, 
Games, Art Supplies and More! 

Orders Accepted 
Arrives Daily! 

T h e P a r e n t T e a c h e r R e s o u r c e C e n t e r at The Don Hospital in serfce/y 
3947-W. 12 Mils, 248-543-3115 Mon-Wed 10-7 Tfiurs 10-8:30 Fri8Sat 10-5:30Sun 12-4 

Summer Storm Of Savings 

c/imx 4S93 

400 Furs Reduced 
Up To 70% 

Special Summer Financing 

Detroit (313)873-8300 
Bloomfield Hills (248)642-3000 

• www. dittrichfiirs. com • • * > * * 

Public Notice 
Wayne County Residents 
Public Auction of Tax 
Foreclosed Property 

September 1 5 , 1 6 , 1 7 * , and 18*, 2008 
International Center Building 

400 Monroe, 8 f l Floor 
Detroit, Michigan 

* If necessary 

BIDDER REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 A.M. 
AUCTlbN BEGINS AT 9:30 A.M. ON SEPT. 15 
EACH DAY THEREAFTER THE AUCTION IS 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 

A $1,000 CASHIER'S CHECK in U.S. funds is required 
per property bid payable to the Wayne County Treasurer. 
A CASHIER'S CHECK must be shown at registration. 
The Wayne County Treasurer, as the foreclosing 
governmental unit, under Public Act 123 of 1999, reserves 
the right to remove any property from the sale and to reject 
any and all bids. List of properties being offered and rules 
and regulations are available online after August 20* at 

www.waynecouatv.com/treasiirer 

Auction books will be available at the Treasurer's Office. 
Check website for exact date. 

Call (313) 224-5990 
RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ 

Wayne County Treasurer 
Office Hours: 

Monday.-Friday / 8 A.M.- 4:30 P.M. 

Fresh Loads Daily 
No Coupon Nictlea Good Thru October 3 1 , 2 0 0 8 

THEY'RE ILLEGAL! 
The only businesses that can purchase used jewelry 
are those that are licensed by the State. And you 

can only do it where the license is registered. 

Bring it in! We buy Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Platinum, 
Gold & Silver Coins. 

We Buy Scrap 
Gold at Almost 

4& 

ALL FORMS OF GOLD: 
• CHAINS • WEDDING BANDS 

• CLASS RINGS • COINS 
• BRACELETS • EARRINGS 

• CHARMS • WATCHES 
• ANTIQUE JEWELRY 

• DENTAL GOLD 

Come in anytime! items are Accepted! 

(Benson Diamond%wtkrs 
30 Years In Business! 

FINE JEWELRY • PANDORA • SWAROVSKI 
Located In the Westland Mall Kohl's Corridor 

734-5254100 J 
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OUR VIEWS 

Keep election 
out of the mud 

With the primary election in the rear view mirror, it's 
obviously time to focus on the November general election. 

In the past, that has been more a formality than a real­
ity in Canton Township, because the Republican primary 
usually settles it, especially when it comes to the Board of 
Trustees. But this November, we have a Democrat (Syed 
Taj) and a Libertarian (Charlie Page) running for township 
trustee against four Republicans (John Anthony, Todd 
Caccamo, Pat Williams and Karl Zarbo) and one running 
for supervisor (David Marsh is taking on Republican Phil 
LaJoy). 

There are also interesting races for the 20th District 
state House seat between Republican Jerry Vbrva and 
Democrat incumbent Marc Corriveau, and the 21st 
District state House seat between Republican Todd LaJoy, 
Democrat Dian Slavens, and independent candidate Brian 
Cronan of Canton. 

The District 11 Wayne County Commission seat is up for 
grabs between incumbent Democrat Kevin McNamara 
and Republican challenger Steve Johnson, while the non­
partisan 35th District Court race is between Jim Plakas 
and Joe Barone. 

Now that we've described the lineup, here's what we're 
hoping for: A clean playing field. This is especially the 
case after the primary election — at least in one race — 
descended into the mud and got pretty nasty. Candidates 
that use dirty tactics really do aninjustice to voters, them­
selves and ultimately the democratic process. 

We're hoping (imploring really) the candidates talk 
about the issues, draw distinctions between themselves 
and their opponents, and provide a better-informed elec­
torate the chance to make up their own minds. Go out and 
have a good, clean fight. And may the best candidate win. 

Growing diversity could 
help bridge racial gap 

Data released by the U.S. Census Bureau earlier this 
month indicate there has been significant growth of ethnic 
populations in Detroit's suburbs. Macomb, Oakland and 
Wayne counties have all seen increases in the number of 
ethnic minorities between 2000 and 2007, according to the 
Census Bureau. 

Each of the counties has seen a surge of Asian and 
Hispanic populations. For example, the number of 
Hispanics in suburban Detroit grew by nearly 23,000 peo­
ple, a 32-percent increase, with Wayne County (not includ­
ing Detroit) seeing a 39-percent increase. 

Of particular note, the figures show that the number 
of African Americans living in the suburbs has jumped, 
especially in Macomb and Oakland counties. In Macomb 
County, for example, the black population has increased 
164 percent, or by nearly 35,000 individuals, since 2000. 
In Oakland, the increase wasn't as large, but there was still 
a 22-percent increase. Livingston County, at the north­
west edge of suburban Detroit, experienced a 93-percent 
increase of black residents. 

Although some people might disagree, this growing diver­
sity is encouraging news for a region that has been plagued 
with racial strife for decades. 

The fact is metro Detroit is one of the most racially seg­
regated metropolitan areas in the nation. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, our area is ranked second in terms 
of racial segregation, behind only Gary, Ind. This segrega­
tion has played a major role in the lack of trust that exists 
between the city of Detroit, which is nearly all black, and 
its formerly lily-white suburbs. This lack of trust has always 
been a factor in derailing important regional issues, includ­
ing improving our drinking water system, public transit or 
even getting a new Cobo Hall built. 

But there is growing evidence that feelings are starting to 
change. First and foremost, the census figures show people 
of color are more open to moving into the suburbs, attracted 
by the same quality of life issues that brought (white) people 
to these towns in the first place. 

The United Way for Southeastern Michigan presented a 
report ("Generation Next: Within Michigan's Demographic 
Context") at the annual Mackinac Policy Conference back in 
May, which addressed the area's demographics. The report 
included a survey that asked respondents "What will most 
impact your decision to stay in southeast Michigan?" More 
than a third of those asked said racial and ethnic harmony., 

Most people, regardless of the color of their skin, want the 
same things in life: safe neighborhoods, good schools, well-
paying jobs, clean air to breathe, etc. And regardless wheth­
er one lives in Rochester, Canton, Southfleld, Westland or 
Detroit, most of us also take pride in our region. 

So it's time we start having frank discussions about race, 
what it means to our region and how to overcome the 
impediments it has caused. The best way to do that is to be 
in the same room with one another. And that's a lot easier 
to accomplish when people who look different happen to be 
neighbors. 
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Not in my back yard 
I live near the new Oakwood develop­

ment site. I thought all of the residents 
in this area made it perfectly clear that 
we did not support this medical/hospital 
development anywhere near the residential 
properties. While this new site is further 
away than the previously proposed site of 
Beck and Geddes, it appears that those of 
us who do not live in the $300,000-plus 
residential homes have not been given the 
same consideration with regard to our dis­
approval. 

I simply cannot understand the insis­
tence of the Oakwood Hospital team to 
maintain a site location near homeowners 
when there are other choices on the south 
side of Michigan Avenue (nonresidential) 
that would also be suitable and less offen­
sive to the Canton citizens. 

Further, I feel the Canton Board of 
Trustees has sold out the residents adja­
cent to the newly proposed site. It's never 
a problem when it's not directly affecting 
your residential area, is it, trustees? Sure 
you'll be able to boast a large medical com­
plex as part of our town's amenities, but I 
don't like the price we all have to pay for 
that. I expect that if it were in your back 
yard neither would you. Do any of you live 
behind the buffer? 

I elected to move to this particular area 
primarily because of the lack of hustle and 
bustle generated by the business district. 
Now, thanks to this Board of Trustees, no 
matter how many buffers you boast as a 
nod to the residents, the fact stands that 
this area will change the complexion of our 
current living status permanently. I shud­
der to think what the next 12 years will 
produce. 

C.R. Verdone 
Canton 

Support for Oakwood project 
I think the new Oakwood project is a 

great thing. We need a*more local medical 
center in our community and I support it 
whole-heartedly. 

Patrick Quinn 
Canton 

What about German program? 
In response to the Aug. 14 Observer 

article, "Students lining up for Mandarin,". 
I would agree that the addition of the 
Mandarin Chinese language courses at 
PCEP is a laudable accomplishment if only 
German 4/ German AP wasn't being dis­
continued at the same time. 

My daughter was informed in June that 
she would not be able to continue her stud­
ies this fall, along with 13 fellow students, 
due to budget restraints (although one has 
to wonder how a new Mandarin teacher 
was retained during the purported hir­
ing freeze cited by school board president, 
Judy Mardigian, in the Aug. 17 Observer 
article, "Workman student count still high­
est in district"). After spending three years 
studying German and participating in a 
student exchange program this past spring 
she was informed that her only option was 
to apply and enroll in a university program 
if there were any still accepting applica­
tions at this late date which also offer a 
course time that doesn't conflict with her 

LETTERS 
high school schedule. 

Additionally she must pay the tuition 
difference, purchase her own textbooks, 
parking permit, and gas for traveling to 
and from a college campus. Even more dis­
heartening was the lack of assistance from 
school counselors and administrators given 
the last-minute notification of the course 
cancellation just days before she was to 
leave for her trip to Germany as a student 
representative of our school district. 

Assistant Principal Erin MacGregor 
states that, "it was very important that we 
expand our world language offerings." Yet 
it is clearly not a district priority given the 
systematic dismantling of foreign language 
studies in the middle schools until its 
state of near extinction today and leaving 
dedicated high school students just short 
of completing their studies. It's ironic that 
the hopes for the new Mandarin program 
will be to study abroad and cultivate 
international understanding when this 
has already been successfully achieved by 
the German language program now being 
abandoned. 

Kimberly Mabie 
Canton 

Life in the fast lane 
I read your (editorial) on whether gov­

ernment should mandate a speed limit cut. 
You don't think this is the answer, and 

feel it should be up to individual motorists 
whether or not to slow down. Individuals 
who wish to slow down really have no 
choice in the matter, unless you are willing 
to risk being run off the road. 

While I know I am in a very small 
minority with this opinion, I have always 
felt that a speed limit of 70 is too high. 
Even following the posted speed it is fairly 
routine to have people on my bumper, 
weaving in and out of traffic around me, 
and flashing their lights because I am not 
going fast enough. It gets really nasty when 
I dare drive 65 — and I'm not referring to 
being in the left lane! 

If you leave a decision to voluntarily 
reduce speeds to a public who loves to 
speed, drive while on their phones, while 
putting on makeup, while reading news­
papers, and who feel a need to pass you on 
subdivision side streets because you are 
only driving 25, it will not happen. 

Marianne Jokisch 
Rochester Hills 

Where's honesty, integrity? 
Reading the article regarding Wayne-

Westland school board member Frederick 
Weaver sent multiple flags flying. It didn't 
take much for me to see, in my opinion, the 
untruths or later to research the facts. Mr. 
Weaver was quoted to have said, "I wanted 
to be up-front and honest with people. I 
think anyone in office should be up-front 
and have integrity." 

UP-FRONT, and you waited 18 months 
to make a public statement. HONEST, and 
according to Michigan election law, "The 
office of a school board member becomes 
vacant immediately when the school board 
member moves his or her residence from 
the district." 

Public records show you changed your 
residency June 12,2008, to Midland about 
a month before your public statement. 

Integrity, and by acting as a board member 
(on and after June 12,2008); by attending 
any and all meetings as an elected board 
member; to include voting on district 
matters and/or receiving district or public 
funds (to include state funds) in pay­
ment for duties as a board member may 
be looked at as fraud on or after June 12,, 
2008. 

Voters ask yourself, where were the other 
members of the board? It concerns me the 
school board is a role model for our youth! 

Nancy Froreich 
Westland 

Mayor's jailing too harsh 
The incarceration of Detroit's mayor for 

violating the terms of his bond which is 
essentially at the end of the day a white-
collar crime is troubling on some many 
fronts. The public castration and humilia­
tion that many believe is exactly what the 
mayor deserves in truth has never worked 
nor been a deterrent to those who have 
committed all manner of crimes. 

There is no public good or civic lesson to i 
be gained from the rumination and incar­
ceration of an elected official for a white-
collar crime in a country where public 
officials have committed crimes of a scope 
which dwarf the allegations of crimes the 
mayor is charged with. The notion that the 
mayor, an elected official, is the same as an 
average citizen is a myth and an insult to 
the reality of the truth. There has and there 
will always be preference for some in our 
criminal justice system in our country. 

What happened today was the danger­
ous and freighting outcome of a media-
driven tabloid spectacle which not only 
has colored the objectivity of many in this 
region, but has impacted and tainted the 
administration of those in our criminal 
justice system who are sworn to carry out 
their duties without prejudice and political 
influence. 

The mayor's alleged failures and per­
sonal shortcomings did not warrant his 
incarceration. Lesser measures were avail-;: 
able to the judge to exercise his displeasure; 
with the major's behavior for the judge to / 
imprison an elected official only affirms to 
many how the agenda of those who do not 
have the interest of the citizens of the city 
have contaminated even the judiciary in 
this region. 

Greg Thrasher 
Birmingham 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please .; 
include your name, address and phone number • 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less.- We may edit for, clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor' 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax' 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
"You could argue we won't (be a declining enrollment district this year) because more private school students are 
choosing the public school option in these economic times. And people are not relocating because of the housing 
market. We might have a unique situation this year." 
- a hopeful P lymouth-Canton Schools Board of Educat ion President J u d y Mardigian said a f te r learn ing the number 
of new students enroll ing for the fall'is not y e t m e e t i n g project ions the administ ra t ion had b u d g e t e d for 
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j? recent survey by The Conference Board 
p shows that people are increasingly 

J P z turning to the Internet to assist them 
with job searches, noting that 73 percent of 
job seekers reported using online sources in 
2007 compared to 66 percent in 2005. 

While the Internet has become a great tool 
for assisting job searches, it 

1 ' also provides an opportunity 
for identity thieves and scam 
artists to take advantage of 
people. 

In 2007 alone, the Federal 
Trade Commission received 
more than 11,000 complaints 
regarding fake employment 
opportunities. 

^ " ^ M ^ ^ * * ™ ^ Because many people who 
are victims never actually 

report it, these complaints may be just the 
tip of the iceberg when it comes to phony job 
scams. 

Unfortunately, with a tough economy and 
tight job market, desperation will entice 
some job seekers into being tricked out of 
their money or misled to participate in crim­
inal rackets. 

The following are seven red flags to be 
on the lookout for when doing an online job 
hunt. 

• E-mails filled with grammatical and 
spelling errors. Most online fraud is perpe­
trated by scam artists located outside the 
United States. Their first language usu­
ally isn't English, and this is often evident 
in their poor grasp of the language. If you 
receive an e-mail offering you a job filled 
with poor grammar and misspelled words, 
beware. This very well could be a scam. 

• The salary and benefits offered seem too 
good to be true. 

The adage holds true for job offers: If the 
deal sounds too good to be true, it probably 
is. Phony employers brag about exceptionally 
high salary potential and excellent benefits 
in order to lure unsuspecting job hunters 
into their scam. 

• You're hired without an interview. Some 
job seekers have been surprised to learn 
they've been "hired" without having to do a 
single interview. 

The only catch is to first provide your 

7 scams 
seekers 

Social Security or bank account number 
before starting the job, so you can allegedly 
be paid by direct deposit. 

To avoid becoming a victim of identity , 
theft, job applicants should never give out 
Social Security or bank account numbers 
over the phone or by e-mail to an unknown 
individual. 

• Become rich without leaving home. 
While there are legitimate businesses that 
allow employees to work from home, there 
are also a lot of scams trying to take advan­
tage of senior citizens, stay-at-home moms, 
students, injured or handicapped individu­
als, and people looking for a second source 
of income. Job hunters should use extreme 
caution when considering any work-at-home 
offer and always research the company with 
their Better Business Bureau by calling (248) 
644-9100 or visit www.bbb.org. 

• The job requires wiring money through 
Western Union or MoneyGram. Many phony 
jobs require the prospective employee to 
cash a check sent to them through the mail 
and then wire a portion of the money on to 
another entity. Reasons given for doing this 
vary from scam to scam. 

Whatever the reason, the check might 
clear your bank but will eventually turn out 
to be a fake. You will be responsible for pay­
ing back the bank the full value of the check 
you cashed. 

• An employer asks for money upfront. 
Aside from paying for a uniform, it is rarely 
advisable for a job applicant to pay upfront 
fees or make a required purchase to get a 
job. 

• All you have to do is reship merchandise. 
One of the fastest growing scams involves 
receiving in the mail goods purchased online 
by others through stolen credit card num­
bers and forwarding the items to the thieves, 
often in locations outside the United States. 

You could be held criminally liable if 
caught participating in this fraud. 

Tim Burns is the -public affairs director fo r t he Better 
Business Bureau Serving Eastern Michigan. He also 
represents the ci t ies of Clawson and Troy on the 
Oakland County Board of Commissioners. He may be 
reached at tburns feasternmich igar ibbb.org or check 
the BBB Web site at www.easternmichiganbbb.org. 
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STORE CLOSING 
EVERYTHING MUST GO! 
HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION! 

H O B B Y S H O P S 

30991 5 Mile • Livonia 
734-425-9720 

Hours: M-F 10-7pm, Sat. 10-6pm. Sun. 12-5 

Preserving 
benefits Michigan's economy 

1 * 

•so* 
Don Koivisto 

s I travel around the state talking with 
farmers and promoting Michigan's agri­
culture industry, I consider all the things 

that can be done to further enhance the role 
agriculture and farming has in the state. With 

the current economic changes 
in Michigan, I believe agricul­
ture will have an even bigger 
role in the state's economy as it 
continues to be the second larg­
est economic driver in the state 
generating nearly $64 billion 
for Michigan's economy annu­
ally. 

Land is fundamental to 
maintaining and enhanc­
ing agriculture's place in the 

Michigan's economy. It's where it all begins. It 
makes sense to preserve our land base so cur­
rent, and future, Michigan farmers can contin­
ue to produce the wide variety of crops already 
grown here. 

Prior to the implementation of the state's 
Farmland and Open Space Preservation 
Program (PA 116) in the early 1970s, Michigan 
had already lost an astounding four million 
acres of farmland. The tax incentives provided 
by PA 116 have significantly slowed the rate 
of farmland loss. In fact, the program cur­
rently protects more than 3.3 million acres of 
Michigan farmland. 

Although our farmland preservation pro­
gram has been successful, it is not the entire 
solution. Michigan is still losing on average 
30,000 acres of farmland per year. No one pro­
gram or activity can preserve all of Michigan's 
farmland. But a combination of activities can 
help keep Michigan agriculture viable and a 
major player in the state's economy. 

First, one of the best ways to safeguard farm­
land is to enhance the basic economic vitality 
of Michigan agriculture. Farms that can make 
money will remain farms and the children of 
the farm families will stay in the family busi­
ness We can encourage value added agricul­
ture by improving access to commodity mar­
kets — locally, nationally and abroad. 

With today's energy costs, buying locally pro­
duced products is particularly important. 

Secondly, expansion of programs such as PA 

116, which target full-time farmers, to include 
land owned by part-time farmers would help 
to protect up to 50 percent more of Michigan's 
farmland. Enhanced funding for permanent 
protection programs such as the Michigan 
Agricultural Preservation Fund and programs 
to help farmers pass their farm on to future 
generations would be of great benefit. 

Farms don't just supply the food we eat and 
enjoy every day; they represent the second 
largest industry in the state, are responsible 
for one million jobs, and provide an important 
"export" function for the state ~ exporting 
crops and importing dollars back into the state 
and local communities. Businesses that export 
a commodity and import capital, particularly 
from a land based resource available year after 
year, are becoming increasingly vital in an 
economy where many of the new jobs are in 
the service sector which transfer wealth within 
the state rather than import wealth from other 
regions. 

The availability of water in Michigan places 
the state and agriculture in a unique position 
nationally. It's predicted that water resources 
in the Great Plains and in central California 
will significantly diminish in the not-too-dis­
tant future. Michigan's position in the Great 
Lakes basin, plus the availability of quality 
farmland, will be the key to the state's agricul­
tural economic future — if we can only hold on 
to the farmland we have. 

In addition to economic benefits, farms also 
provide valuable environmental benefits to 
communities, providing storm water catch­
ment and flood control, wildlife habitat, and 
open space. Farms also act as a positive tax 
revenue source for local governments, since 
studies show farmers typically pay more in 
property taxes than they use for services. 

The bottom line is agriculture is good for 
Michigan, good for local government, and 
good for communities. Preserving our existing 
farmland base can positively position Michigan 
today, in the future, and help secure Michigan 
as a major economic player in the Midwest and 
the nation. 

Don Koivisto is the d i rector of the Michigan Department 
of Agr icul ture. 
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.'«?'•• Sophomore kicker Ethan Walsh splits the uprights on a field goal attempt during 
a Salem practice last week. Walsh's incredible range gives the Rocks' a potent 
weapon any time they cross the opponents' 30-yard line. 
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Salem gridders hope off-season 
dedication leads to on-field wins 
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Senior Heath Parling is entering his third year as Salem's starting quarterback. The strong-armed signal-caller will 
be throwing behind a mammoth offensive line that averages 250 pounds. 

ALL ABOUT THE ROCKS 
Head coach: Parker Salowich; 
200? record: 1-8; 
Returning starters: 17; 
Key returners: Heath'Pariing, 
Sr, QB; Anthony Mullins, Sr. RB; 
Andrew Grabowski, Sr. OT; Jim 
Dexter, Sr. LB/IE; Dana Baitazar, Sr, 
OT; Al Covington, Sr. DL. 
Coach's outlook: "The guys we 

have on the team this year really 
seem to want to play for each 
other and they want to win for 
Saiem. There's a hunger to win 
around here. There's no more 
empathy." 
Impressive stat: Junior OT 
Ed Merhi can bench press 365 
pounds. 

2008 schedule 
(all games start at 7 p.m.) 

" Thursday, Aug. 28 - @ Plymouth 
Friday, Sept. 5 - ® W.L. Northern 
Friday, Sept. 12 - 9 Stevenson 
Friday, Sept. 19 - NOVI 
Friday, Sept. 26 - 9 S. Lyon East 
Friday, Oct. 3 - NORTHVfLLE 
Friday, Oct. 10 - @ South Lyon 
Friday, Oct 17-CROSSOVER* 
Friday, Oct. 24-CANTON 

"-homecoming 

BY ED WRIGHT 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

They're big, fit and loaded with 
experience. 

And if that trio of assets isn't 
enough to put the Salem football 
program on the fast track to success 
this fall, this intangible might: The 
Rocks' 17 returning starters and the 
team's remaining key contributors 
have had it up to their chin straps 
with losing, which they did 17 times 
in 18 games in 2006 and 2007. 

"There's a hunger to win around 
here now — there's no more empa­
thy," emphasized third-year Salem 
head coach Parker Salowich. 
"These guys are hungry for success 
and they're tired of the stuff that's 
happened in the past. Hopefully 
all the hard work the kids and the 
coaching staff have put in during 
the off-season has put us on the 
right track." 

Several key numbers point in the 
right direction for the Rocks. 

The 160-plus players currently 
listed on the program's freshmen, 
junior varsity and varsity rosters are 
double what the total was prior to 
Salowich s arrival in the spring of 
2006. 

The five Rocks expected to start 
on the interior offensive line tip the 
scales at an average weight of 250 
pounds. 

And the spread offense's two 
key players — senior quarterback 
Heath Parling (6-foot-2,200 
pounds) and senior running back 
Anthony Mullins (6-0,190) — have 
both started since their sophomore 
campaigns. 

"The senior leadership we 
have on this team is great," said 
Salowich. "Having 32 seniors is 

wonderful. A lot of them have expe­
rience from starting last year and 
a few have two years of starting 
experience." 

Fitness-wise, the Rocks are in 
remarkable shape, Salowich said. 

"We brought a speed-and-
strength guy in from the outside 
to work with the team this sum­
mer and he really pushed them," 
Salowich said. "He has a Ph.D. in 
exercise physiology, so he knows 
where the threshold is; how far to 
push them. We're going to incor­
porate a lot of what he showed the 
kids into our regular conditioning 
program." 

If given time to do what they do 
best, Parling and Mullins could 
prove to be a dynamic one-two 
punch for the Rocks. Parling has 
a cannon for an arm and uncanny 
leadership skills while Mullins 
galloped for over 1,000 yards as a 
junior. 

"Heath's leadership abilities are 
unsurpassed," said Salowich. "He 
has a commanding presence when 
he steps into the huddle. He's like a 
coach on the field. 

"Anthony's a great example for 
the other kids because he's a great 
athlete who never gets too high 
or too low. He keeps an even keel, 
which is what we need. He's kind of 
the yin to Heath's yang." 

Parling will be backed-up by 
junior Jake Peterson (6-7,215), who 
shined during the Rocks' intra-
squad scrimmage on Saturday. 

Senior Al Ibe (5-11,215), a trans­
fer from Novi Catholic Central, 
will see time at running back and 
linebacker, Salowich said. Senior 
Zach Sponsellor will serve as the 

Please see FOOTBALL, B4 
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Susan Macinkowicz didn't have 
to venture over to Woodward 
Avenue to stage her own Dream 
Cruise during Saturday's Observer 
& Eccentric Women's Golf 
Tournament held at Livonia's 
Whispering Willows G.C. 

The special education teacher 
from Woodhaven, who hails from 
Chesterfield Township, repeated 
as the winner of the championship 
flight with an 18-hole round of 83, 
four shots better than Livonian 
Nancy Rhatigan and five better 
than Sona' Pysh-Dennison of -
Shelby Township. 

A regular on the Michigan 
Women's Publinx circuit, 
Macinkowicz survived a tough 
stretch on the 11th and 12th holes 
where she carded back-to-back 7s 
en route to a 43 on the back nine 
after shooting a 40 on the front 
side. 

"I got the ball up into the woods 
and it got me," said the 47-year-
old Macinkowicz said. "But overall 
it was fun. It was good playing on 
great municipal course. They have 
a real gem in Livonia." 

Macinkowicz earned a first-
place trophy and an $80 golf shop 
gift certificate for her efforts. 

"The key here is course man­
agement," said the two-time win­

ner with an U.S.G.A. 8-handicap 
index. "You have to know where 
to put the ball. Tee shots are 
critical. The putts are true and 
Paul (Worley, the club pro) has 
the course and grounds in good 
shape." 

Rhatigan, who has an 17-handi-
cap, carded 42-45-87, but was 
able to take low-net honors with 
a 70, earning a $60 gift certificate. 

Pysh-Dennison, who resides in 
ShelbyTownship, carded a gross 
total of 43-45-88 followed by 
Theresa McPherson (Royal Oak), 
48-45-93; Pat Witek (Livonia), 51-
44-95; and Debrah Pringle (Lake 
Orion), 49-49-98 to round out the 
championship flight. 

Canton's Lu Stockton captured 
first flight honors with a 48-48-
96, edging Detroit's Suzanne 
Madej, who shot 53-44-97, by a 
stroke. 

And sporting a 25-handicap, 
Stockton also won low net honors 
with a 71 to take home a first-
place trophy along with a $70 gift 
certificate. She also won closest-
to-the-pin on the 120-yard No. 7 
hole. 

Rounding out the first flight 
field was Kathy Brennan 
(Livonia), 54-57-101; Monica 
Oliver (Farmington Hills), 
50-52-102; and Pat Shelton 

Please see GOLF, B5 

Canton resident 
Ron Rossio is 
pictured handling 
the sail trim during 
a recent Bayview 
Mackinac Race. 
The 46-year-old 
sailor has captured 
five first-place 
finishes and four 
seconds in the past 
decade. 

ROSSIO FAMILY PHOTO 

WIND/WIN SITUATION 
Canton man racks up boat load of sailing titles 

BY ED WRIGHT 

.OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When Ron Rossio wants to take a temporary 
detour from the rat race that life can turn into some­
times, he turns to another form of racing —• a subtler, 
more peaceful.kind of competition that requires no 
engines or fuel. 

The 46-year-old Canton resident is a champion 
sailor whose most recent gold-medal performance 
came last month in the 84th Bayview Mackinac 
Sailboat Race. 

Rossio was part of a crew made up of several 

friends and his brother, Rich, that maneuvered 
"Falcon" across the finish line first in record time in 
the Level 35 Class event. 

The triumph was the fifth overall for Rossio, who 
specializes in handling the vessel's sail trim. 

He has also registered wins in the 1998 Chicago-
to-Mackinac Race, the 1998 Bayview Mackinac 
event, the J35 North American Championship 
Regattas and the North American Off-shore One 
Design Regattas. 

'T love sailing because it's relaxing to me," said 

Please see SAILING, BS 

Patriot golf 
The second annual 

Patriot Golf Days will 
be observed at golf 
establishments across 
the country — includ­
ing Fox Hills in 
Plymouth Township — 
from Aug. 29 through 
Sept. 1. Golfers will be 
asked to donate a mini­
mum of $1 in support 
of Patriot Golf Day, 
which is supported by 
theUSGAandPGA. 
All funds raised will 
benefit the "Folds of 
Honor Foundation" to 
provide educational 
scholarships for the 
families of those who, 
have become disabled 
or lost their lives in the 
line of duty. 

Fox Hills will match 
all funds raised. 

PCS hockey 
golf outing 

A golf outing to 
benefit the Canton, 
Salem and Plymouth 
hockey teams will be 
held Saturday, Aug. 
23, at Hickory Creek 
Golf Club in Canton. . 

The fee is $110 per 
player or $400 per 
foursome. 

Included in the fee 
are greens fees and a 
cart; a steak dinner; 
a snack at the turn; 
pop and water on the 
course; and prizes 
for best team, lon­
gest drive and closest 
to the pin. 

The event will tee 
off with an 8 p.m. 
shotgun start. 

For more informa­
tion, contact Kathy 
Lash at (734) 453-
6518 or Chris Wolfe 
at (248) 766-6754. 

Please report 

prep results 
High school coach­

es in the Plymouth 
and Canton com­
munities are encour­
aged to report their 
results to Observer 
Sports Editor Ed 
Wright so that their 
athletes receive the 
recognition they 
deserve. 

Coaches can either 
call Wright at (734) 
953-2108 weeknights 
from 6 p.m. to mid­
night; e-mail him 
at ewright@home-
townlife.com; or fax 
results to (734)591-
7279. The deadline 
for Thursday editions 
is Tuesday at 11 p.m.; 
the deadline for 
Sunday is Friday at 
11 p.m. 

Adult women's 
hockey 

An adult women's 
hockey league will begin 
its fall session (Oct. 3 , 
through Sept. 12) at 
Veterans Arena in Ann , 
Arbor. 

Beginners are wel­
come. No experience 
necessary. 

The registration fee, 
due by Sept. 12, is $190 
(includes jersey). Games 
will be scheduled at 7:50 
p.m., 8:50 p.m., 9:50 
p.m. and 10:50 p.m. on 
Fridays. 

To register online, visit 
www.macrhl.com. 
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