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projections 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Plymouth-Canton Schools is poised once again 
to record an increase in enrollment. 

However, preliminary figures indicate the 
increase could be much lower than projected last 
spring, resulting in less money for the general 
fund. 

School officials budgeted for a 140-student 
increase this year, but early projections show a 
modest 71-student increase as of Friday. With 
each student worth $7,604 in state foundation 
grant money, it could be a significant financial 
loss for a district that's already had to make $15 
million in cuts over the past six years. 

Enrollment projections point to an increase of 
117 students at the high school level and a boost of 
13 students in middle school. 

However, elementary schools are looking at a 
combined 59 student decrease from last year. 

Tm cautiously nervous," said Board of , 
Education President Judy Mardigian. "There's 
a buffer (in projections) at the high school. The 
question is are we going to lose as many students 
at the high school as we have in previous years?" 

Traditionally, because projected high school 
student counts before school starts are less defini­
tive than those in elementary and middle school, 
they generally start out higher and come down 
dramatically by the official student count in 
September. 

Mardigian said the district is looking at a state 
foundation grant increase of $105, which is only 
$5 more than predicted by the board during 
2008-09 budget discussions in the spring. 

"It certainly impacts our budget," said 
Superintendent Craig Fiegel of the projected 
student count. "We're being pretty conservative 

Please see STUDENTS, A4 
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Mary McCully is the owner of McCully's Educational Resource Center. 

Canton woman thrives on changing the world one child at a time 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF 

Mary McCully has several 
joys in the world: Her husband, 
her two sons and seeing chil­
dren and adults learns the joys 
of reading. 

"This is my calling," she 
says of McCully's Educational 
Resource Center. "This is what 
I'm here to do and it's just like 
breathing for me. When I have 
a student that was failing com­
pletely get on the honor roll, I 
do a happy dance with them." 

McCully, who started her 
company at her kitchen table 
more than 20 years ago, has 
added her stamp to thousands 
of students whether they were 
academically challenged or 
wanted to add an extra zing to 
their knowledge base. 

MCCULLY'S EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCE CENTER 
Owner: Mary McCully 
Address: 7664 Canton Center Road 
Telephone: (734) 414-7884 
Web site: www.merctutoring.com 

"It doesn't matter if it's a 
child that is struggling or 
a child that wants to go to 
Harvard, we can help," she 
said. "You know that phrase 
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Faire fun 
Morgan Valdahl learns how rope was made in the old days by Daniel Wolfenbarger at the Canton Village Faire 
last year. The 6th Annual Village Faire is scheduled for next weekend, Aug. 23-24 in and around Cherry Hill 
Village. On Saturday, the activities will take place at Independence Park, located at Denton and Proctor 
roads f rom 2 p.m. to dusk. The highlights of the day include a 1860s vintage baseball game between the 
Northvil le Eclipse and the Royal Oak Wahoos start ing at 2 p.m., a performance by the brass band Dodworth 
Saxhorn Quartet, a picnic dinner, hay rides, and the Movie Under The Stars featuring 'Charlotte's Web,' at 
dusk. On Sunday, between noon and 5 p.m., the activit ies shift to the Bartlett-Travis House. The big highlight 
wil l be the Canton Lions Club's annual all-you-can-eat corn roast dinner. Other events include the farmers 
market, agricultural demonstrations with live oxen, a pett ing zoo with farm animals, Tillers International live 
demonstrations of rope-making and blacksmithing, and other historical demonstrations. 

Canton Planning Commission 
undergoing member changes 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A change in lineup won't hit 
the Canton Township Board 
of Trustees until November, 
but before that the Canton 
Planning Commission is 
undergoing its own shift in 
members. 

Craig Engel was recently 
appointed to the commission 
to replace longtime member 
Catherine Johnson. And with 
Katharine Bovitz's depar­
ture from the commission 
at the end of August, Brad 
Cambridge will join the group 
in September. 

"Craig is doing an excel­
lent job," said Planning 
Commission Chairman Vic 
Gustafson. "He hit the board 
running." 

With Johnson, who 
resigned earlier this year after 
serving for nearly 30 years, 
and Bovitz, a six-year mem-

JWe see things on paper, but to 
see it in real life is a different 
experience.' 
MELISSA MCLAUGHLIN, C a n t o n t r u s t e e ' 

ber, leaving the commission1, 
Melissa McLaughlin, who is 
set to become the township 
treasurer in November, said 
it's unknown if she will have 
to leave her 17-year seat on 
the appointed body. 

"This is all so new (so) at 
this point, I still don't know," 
she said. "But I love working 
on the Planning Commission." 

Trustee McLaughlin has 
served as the township 
board's representative to 
the commission for 16 years 
and has been a part of such 
developments as Cherry Hill 
Village, Central Park and 
Vintage Valley. 

"I have always said the 

commission is the most fun 
you could have on a Monday 
night," she said with a laugh, 
adding that she can recall all 
of the developments that have 
gone through the commis­
sion since her arrival. "We see 
things on paper, but to see it 
in real life is a different expe­
rience." 

In his Supervisor's 
Update for August, 
Supervisor Tom Yack high­
lighted the changes on the 
commission and acknowl­
edged its members. 

"Canton has been well 
served by its Planning 
Commission," he wrote. "Vic 
and Melissa, along with the 
rest of the PC, have pushed, 
prodded, cajoled, encouraged 
and demanded the Best for 
Canton." 

The other commissioners 
include Vice Chairman Greg 
Greene, Damon Garrett and 
Ronald Lieberman. 
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Ice cream social 

Michigan Lt. Gov. John 
Cherry, as well as local 
elected officials and politi­
cal candidates, will be at 
the Community Democratic 
Club's annual Ice Cream 
Social from 5-8 p.m., Aug. 20 
at UAW Local 735,48055 E. 
Michigan Avenue, Canton. 
The Community Democratic 
Club serves the townships of 
Canton, Northville, Plymouth 
and the cities of Livonia, 
Plymouth and Northville. All 
are invited at no charge, for 
fun, food, children's games 
and face painting. For more 
information, call Becky at (734) 
398-5845. 

Children's carnival 
Abundant Life Church, 

located at 2100 Hannan Road 
in Canton, will host a children's 
carnival 6-8:30 p.m., Aug. 
28-30. The event will feature 
food, activities and inflatables 
for the children, as well as an 
interactive children's Bible pro­
gram. On Aug. 30, there will be 
a picnic from 4-6 p.m., and will 
feature volleyball, horse shoes, 
a slip and slide and plenty of 
food. Register to win a free 
bike. Everyone is welcome. For 

more information, send an e-
mail to arkybuddyamb@aol. 
com. 

Connection Church in 
Canton is having a fall Mom-
to-Mom Sale from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
6. More than 75 moms will 
be selling their kids' clothes, 
toys, books/DVD's, baby equip­
ment, etc., that their families 
have outgrown. There is a $1 
admission. Refreshments will 
be available. Strollers welcome. 
Connection Church is located 
at 3855 Sheldon Road, just 
north of Michigan Avenue. For 
more information, check out 
mom2momlist.com. 

Battle of the badges 
Canton Township is sponsor­

ing the annual Battle of the 
Badges Red Cross blood drive 
next Tuesday, Aug. 19 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Canton 
Administration Building, 1150 
S. Canton Center Road (lower 
level rooms B and C). 

The Battle of the Badges pits 
the Fire Department vs. Police 
Department and their support­
ers to provide blood needed in 
the Detroit metro area. The 
Red Cross blood needs are 

higher in the summer because 
more organ transplants are 
done in summer months. 

Appointments are avail­
able in 15 minute increments. 
Please contact John Spencer 
atjspencer@canton-mi.org 
or (734) 394-5246 to make an 
appointment. 

End of summer bash 
Childtime Learning Center 

of Canton, located, at 49810 
Cherry Hill Road, is hosting 
and end of summer bash from 
9-11:30 a.m. and 3-5:30 p.m. 
on Aug. 21. The family-oriented 
event will include a Sponge Bob 
Square Pants bounce house, 
bubble machine, candy making 
contest and more. 

Parents will also have the 
opportunity to learn about the 
programs available for their 
child at Childtime and learn 
about the company's propri­
etary Empowered Child™ cur­
riculum. Enrollment incentives 
will also be available for new 
families. 

There is no cost to attend. 
For more information, call 
(734) 495-1500. 

lies giveaway 
Way of Life Christian Church 

is giving away free backpacks 

ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN DAY SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 
Friday Vugust 22nd • 6-8 pm 

Saturday, August 23rd • 10 am-2 
Preschool through 8th Grade 

St Peter's offers: 
• A Christian based education 
• Solid learning environment 
• Smaller class sizes 
• A long standing parochial school 

education program since 1947. 

/ NOW ENROLLING FOR 2008/2009 
2,3 and 4 Year Old Programs 

Available 
Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

1309 Penahnan Avenue, Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Space 
isli ** 
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Call anytime to schedule a tour or visit our web site at wu>w.stpetersluthemnplymouth.o-
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Northville 
133 W. Main Street 
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Plymouth 
706 S. Main Street 

734-354-9200 
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New Canton business ideas Plus Promotions recently held a grand opening ribbon cutting. Owner Corky Brabbs is 
shown cutting the ribbon. Others in the photo include his employees and representatives from the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce. Ideas Plus Promotions is an advertising promotional company. For more information about the 
company, visit its Web site at www.ideasplus.org. 

filled with school supplies. The 
picnic and giveaway will be 
held from 2-6 p.m., Aug. 31, 
at UAW 735,48055 Michigan 
Avenue (west of Beck Road). 
There will be refreshments and 
activities for children of all 
ages. Pastors Fred and Helen 
Canty and the Way of Life con­
gregation will be on hand and 
would love to meet your fam­
ily. For more information, call 
(734) 482-0068. 

JGHS Class o f 88 reunion 
The John Glenn High School 

class of 1988 will be meet­
ing for its 20-year reunion at 
7 p.m., Aug. 23 at the U.S. 12 
Bar and Grill (34824 Michigan 
Avenue, Wayne). Dinner will be 
available at 6 p.m. 

Cash bar and full menu will 
be available. For more infor­
mation, please visit http://jgh-
s88reunion.com. 

Volunteers sought 
Compassionate Care 

Hospice, a community-based 
organization that provides hos­
pice care for patients and their 
families, is currently seeking 
caring and dedicated individu­
als to provide support by being 
a friendly visitor or clerical 
volunteer. 

Training is provided, and 
"H11 ^a V1'1 it the organi-

- • e at 5820 Lilley 
v :, in Canton. For 

more information, contact Ann 
Christensen, volunteer coordi­
nator, toll-free (888) 983-9050. 

The Canton Varsity 
Chiefettes are holding a kids 
pompon clinic from 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., Sept. 13 at the 
Canton High School gym. The 
clinic is open to children ages 
5-14. Pre-registration is now 
open on the Chiefettes Web 
site at www.cantonchiefettes. 
com or contact Chiefette par­
ent, Sarena Bouse, at micro-
bousel@comcast.net. 

Cost is $35 per child and 
includes a T-shirt and snack. 
Discounts are available for 
additional siblings. Parents 
are invited to come see their 
daughters perform at noon on 
the day of the clinic. 

All girls attending the clinic 
will be invited to perform at 
the Canton Chiefettes Variety 
Show on Saturday Sept. 20 and 
at a Canton Varsity football 
game. 

Pre-registered participants 
should arrive between 8:30-9 
a.m. Same day registration is 
also available at 8:30 a.m. but 
enrollment is limited to the 
first 100 participants. 

There are openings in 3 and 
4 year old preschool classes, 
as well as young fives through 
fourth grades. 

For more information, con­
tact the school at (734) 459-
9720 or just stop in. The school 
is located 7000 Sheldon Road, 
Canton inside St. Michael 
Lutheran Church. 

St. Michael Christian School 
is enrolling children for the 
2008-2009 school vear. 

With the slate of candidates 
for the November election 
set, the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce is focusing on 
the issues in their upcoming 
Candidates Forum, Sept 25 at 
the Cherry Hill Village Theater 
at 7 p-m. 

The Chamber is develop­
ing questions to ask candi­
dates for the offices of Canton 
Township supervisor, trea- . 
surer and trustee, as well as the 
Wayne County Commissioner 
and State Representative. 
Although questions will not fee 
taken from the floor, local citi­
zens are encouraged to submit 
questions prior to the forum for 
the candidates. 

Questions can be submit­
ted to memberservices@ 
cantonchamber.com orbyfilfc 
ing out a questionnaire form 
at the Chamber office, 45525 
Hanford Road, Canton. 

For more information call • ! 

the chamber at (734) 453- . 

An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert, Xctive/Aiert, \ . 
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-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
•Private/Semi Private/Barrier 
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
-On Call Nurse Practitioner 
-Planned Activities 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 
-Medication Management 
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
-Incontinence Management 
-Seauty & Barber Shop 

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads 
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The Central City 

Aug 23rd or Sept 13th 
for experienced Dancers, Singers & Gymnasts in S.E. Michigan, 

Now holding open auditions for the most explosive Broadway Style Christmas 
Show Aw»«*d TnWn_The Contra! City CMs-Ns^ Spetfacular 

Auditions for Dancers 

Auditions for Singers 

Auditions for Gymnasts 

ShowdPtos: December 1b*h-21st. 2006 
at the Luxurious Gho~ry H;!i '̂ Hr.cjc Theater 
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Wayne High students jazz it up for band camp 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

By last Thursday evening, 16-
year-old Stefanie Huffman was 
"pretty much packed" for band 
camp. 

A junior at Wayne Memorial 
High School, she's making her 
third trip with the band for 
a week of practice at Camp 
Mowana in Mansfield, Ohio. 

"It's a lot of fun even though 
it's a lot of hard work," she said. 
"We practice and then we get 
to have fun at night." 

The band left at 10 a.m. this 
morning for the camp, about a 
two-hour drive from western 
Wayne County. They'll stop 
along the Ohio Turnpike for 
lunch and get to the camp in 
time to begin workingon what 
will be their seven-minute half-
time show this fall. 

According to band director 
Matthew Diroff, this year's 
theme will be a tribute to 
New Orleans, with the music 
wrapping around a Dixieland 
tune, When the Saints Come 
Marching In. 

"It's the first time we're doing 
a jazz show for halftime, that's 
why it's difficult for us," he 
said. 

The band has 32 new stu­
dents, 18 more than last year 
and, with 70 members, it's the 
largest it's been in years. Last 
week, Diroff spent the week 
working on the basics in prepa­
ration for camp where the band 
will practice 31/2 hours before 
lunch and a like amount of 

Wayne Memorial 
junior Megan 
Connolly chose 
a colorful hat 
to wear during 
marching band 
practice East 
week. 

time in the afternoon and after 
dinner, when they'll "put every­
thing together they learned 
during the day." 

"It's a lot of work, they keep 
a busy schedule," he said. 
"They're exhausted by the end 
of the day." 

But not too exhausted. 
According to Huffman, there's 
a party, a dance, scavenger 
hunt and video games in the 
evening. The dance is Thursday 
night and the students have 
to dress up like a celebrityor 
a cartoon character. "I know I 
want to be a cartoon character, 
I just haven't decided which 

The Wayne Memorial High School marching band works on the basics in 
before heading to Camp Mowana this week for band camp. 

one," said Huffman during an 
interview last Thursday eve­
ning. 

When Huffman joined 
the band as a freshman, she 
played the baritone, but her 
second year switched to the 
Sousaphone. She's glad she 
did. It's easier to carry when 
marching. 

The veteran camper remem­
bers her first trip to camp. She « 
described herself as a "little bit 
shy," but by the time she got 
back home, she was talking a 
lot. 

"This year, I know a lot of the 
people," she added. 

The band will be back at 
Wayne Memorial Saturday 
afternoon and will do a show 
for their families and the com­
munity at 5 p.m. 

"They'll run through the 
halftime show a couple of 
times; usually, they do bet­
ter the second time," Diroff 
said. "It's a nice way to give the 
parents and the community a 
chance to see what they did at 
camp." 

They'll also show off their 
band camp T-shirts which 
they'll wear under their uni­
forms during the marching 
band season. According to 
Diroff, the shirts allow them to 

Ww m APY* 

Certificate Month 
Term 

Days A 
Week 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Wayne Memorial Marching Band member Dixie Watkins practices having the correct posture, being at attention and 
teaming steps in preparation for this week's trip to band camp. 

look uniform when they take 
their jackets off after perfor­
mances. 

With so many new members, 
Diroff admits it will take the 

group awhile to fine-tune the 
halftime show, but he's not 
worried, because "this is a 
great group of young kids." 

"With 32 new students, we've 

had to teach them scratch and 
they've done a fantastic job," 
he said. "They're like sponges, 
they pick up what we throw at 
them." 

! 
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A fun, learning place for kids, 
teens and the young-at-heari! 

Professional, Dedicated Teaching 
Staff Certified by Test to Teach! 

Nationally Recognized Students-Award 
Winning Choreography 

Newly redecorated facility 
Resilient Dance Floors to protect against injuries 

Registration Walk-In or Phone-in August 25-28th Mon. thru Thurs. 4-7pm 
Auditions for Performance Company Sunday, Sept. 7th 2:30pm 

IjIfJFW,, Northvilie, M I 48167 
e-mail: piazzadance@ameritech.net 

Visit our website! www.piazzadanceco.com 
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Community Alliance Credit Union, you qualify for our 
7.00% APY* Certificate-of-Deposit! 

Open a regular or IRA Certificate-of-Deposit, with a minimum of $500 and a 
maximum of $2,000 and you'll earn 7.00% APY for 7 months. 

Visit our Livonia branch 7 days a week to open your Certificate-of-Deposit 
when it's convenient for you. 

With a minimum balance of $2,500, you'll earn interest on your checking 
account. As your balance increases, your rate increases automatically in three 
different tiers. Add the Debit/ATM card, FREE Online Banking, and Overdraft 
Protection, to make this the checking account that's right for you. 

Take advantage of this offer now because the 7-7-7 program is available for a 
limited t ime* 

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rate and term subject to change and offer can be withdrawn at any time. 
Penalty for early withdrawal. Interest is paid at maturity. Other bonus offers not eligible with this program. 

COMMUNITY ALL IANCE 
EST. 1966 

Main Office 
1 Auto Club Drive 

Dearborn, Ml 48126 
(Located inside AAA Headquarters) 

313.336.1534 

800.287.0046 

communityalliancecu.org 

CREDIT UNION 
yhur Guide To Financial Success 

Livonia Branch 
37401 Plymouth Road 
Livonia, Ml 48150 
734.464.8079 
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Workman student count still highest in district CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

While early Plymouth-
Canton Schools projections 
indicate declining student 
enrollment at the elementary 
school level, that's little conso­
lation to Workman Elementary 
Principal Jim Burt. 

Workman is expected to have 
a student population of about 
760 students this year, by far 
the highest in the district. 

The next highest is 
Bentley, projected to have 596 
students. 

Superintendent Craig Fiegel 
put forth a preliminary propos­
al to the Board of Education 
on Tuesday to add an assis­
tant principal at Workman. 
However, it could be a tough 
sell. 

"I would like to find a way to 
make this work, but I also feel 
real strongly we made a real 
commitment to not hire more 

positions than we needed," said 
Judy Mardigian, board presi­
dent. 

"We imposed a hiring freeze 
last year, and we've also got a 
very firm commitment to bal­
ance our budget." 

Fiegel said he plans to pres­
ent the school board with sev­
eral options for Workman at a 
future meeting. 

tbruscato@hometowniife.com 
(734) 953-2172 

PAGE A1 

right now, thinking there's a 
few more numbers at the high 
school than what we're saying. 

"Elementary isn't growing 
as much as we anticipated," he 
said. "We'll have to see if some 
of that growth comes later." 

Despite the tight numbers, 
Mardigian still believes the 

district won't be a declining 
enrollment district this year. 

"You could argue we won't 
because more private school 
students are choosing the pub­
lic school option in these eco­
nomic times," Mardigian said. 
"And, people are not relocating 
because of the housing market. 
We might have a unique situa­
tion this year." 

tbrusc3to@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2172 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Do you have an opinion about 
the enrollment at Plymouth-
Canton.Schools failing short 
of projections made by district 
administrators? If so, tell us your 
thoughts by either e-mailing 
Editor Kurt Kuban at kkuban® 
hometownlife.com or posting 
a comment on our Web site at 
www.hometownlife.com. 
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Local solar company 
earns recognition 

Canton business 
Mechanical Energy Systems 
has been awarded the Waste 
Knot Recognition award for 
their contributions to reduce 
waste in Washtenaw County. 
Through in-house recycling 
programs and by providing 
clean solar options to hom­
eowners and businesses, 
the company has been 
acknowledged for minimiz­
ing waste and fossil fuel 
emissions. 

Waste Knot, sponsored by 
the Washtenaw County Solid 
Waste Program, was first 
implemented in 1998 as a 
way to recognize businesses, 
schools, non-profit agencies, 
and governmental agencies 
for thei r contributions to 
waste reduction. 

MES founders Joe and 
Donna Napolitano have been 
providing solar solutions for 
more than two decades. 

"There are so many ways 
homeowners can take con­
trol of skyrocketing util i ty 
prices simply by harvesting 
the free solar energy beat­
ing on their roof today" says 
Donna. "Much of the fos­
sil fuels used today are not 
necessary to heat water or 
forced air, or even the pool. 
The simplicity of using the 

Donna Napolitano, owner of 
Mechanical Energy Systems in 
Canton, shows off a hot water tank 
that uses solar power. The business 
has been awarded the Waste 
Knot Recognition award for their 
contributions to reduce waste in 
Washtenaw County. 

suns ' w a r m t h to directly 
heat air and water is both 
elegant and reliable." 

The MES headquar te rs 
located on Canton Center 
Road across from Canton 
High School is a working 
living demonstra t ion cen­
ter, and powered by solar 
energy, including solar ther­
mal space heating, fresh 
air pre-heat (solar wall), a 
hot water system, solar day 

lighting, a wind generat ion 
grid-tie, and Photovoltaic 
back up. Additionally, MES 
has a high 95% efficiency 
furnace, s tate of the a r t air 
conditioner, and venti lat ion 
system working with zoning 
applications, managed by 
programmable the rmos ta t s 
throughout the building. 

In the office MES regu­
larly reuses paper, folders, 
mugs and utensils, and toner 
car tr idges. In addit ion t o the 
s t andard recyclable i tems, 
MES also recycles scrap 
metal , Freon and packing 
mater ia ls . 

These applications have 
produced significant energy 
and was te reduction, requi re 
li t t le maintenance and 
greatly reduce the carbon 
footprint of MES and all 
their clients. 

Donna and Joe also p r o ­
vide education th roughou t 
the community and th rough 
t ra in ing sessions to the cur i ­
ous every th i rd Thursday of 
the month . 

For more information 
about Mechanical Energy 
Systems visit their 
Web site at www.by-solar. 
com: 

Register for one of the i r 
educational forums at (734) 
453-6746 or stop by the 
showroom and see the solar 
systems in action. 

VINTNER'S CELLAR 
CANTON WINERY 

8515 N. LILLEY RD. • CANTON 
734.354.9463 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 
A U G U S T 21-22 ^ 
12:00-7:00 P M 

Visit our beautiful 11 IHVI \ fin 1 omplimentary I; 
wine tasting ami hoi il OIM vi *. itlHte 1 

Showroom oflltgamt rittejettelty ' 
staff test your unwanted items and let you know \>gg;. r—j 
their value. Sett your unwanted gold and receive ' ^ j ^ / ) ! 

a gift certificate for new jewelry, or use you 
gold to create a one-of-a-kind custom piece 

Showroom of Elegance is heated at 
6018 Canton Center Rd (north of Ford, 

INVITATION TO BID 
CANTON TOWNSHIP 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 pm, Thursday, 
August 28, 2008 for the following: 
FELLOWS CREEK GOLF CLUB - GROUND SERVICE 
BUILDING ADDITION 

Project includes the renovation and expansion of 
the golf course maintenance building, removal and 
replacement of golf course parking lot and 
sediment removal from irrigation pond. 

Bid documents are available to pick up at Siegal/Tuomaala 
Associates, 29200 Northwestern Hwy., Southfield, MI 48034. A 
nonrefundable fee of $60.00 will be charged/or the bid packet. A 
5% bid' bond will be required. 
Bid documents are on file and available for review at Canton 
Township Hall- Engineering 2nd Floor. 
The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex; religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, in whole 
or in part, and accept only the bid deemed to be in the best interest 
of the Township. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
Publish: August 14 and 17, 2008 

Of C6616343-2x4 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866̂ 88-PAPER {866-887-2737) 

Newsroom.., (734)953-2104 Fax (734)591-7279 
Sports Nightline (734)953-2104 
Classified Advertising .U-800-579-SELL (7355) 
Display Advertising (734)582-8363 
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The Canton Observer - Publication m. USPS 663-670 Published everv Thursday and Sunday. 

Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150. 

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150 

Come inside and see what Curves is al about. There's absolutely no 

information about how Curves 

i > . 

•J* 

/ 

* ? — . 

YOUR CURVES WILL 
A M A Z E Y O U : 

curves.com 
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.-1 ", 

• - - • - * ' , 1 - - • 
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FDIC INSURANCE... 

TWO DATES TO CHOOSE FROM | 

Tuesday, August 26th at 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 27th at 6:30 p.m. 

Both events will be held at 
133 W. Main Street, Suite 100, Northvflle, MI 48167 

Presentation and questions should last approximately 45 minutes 

Refreshments will be served 

You do not need to have an account with Main Street Bank to a t tend! 

THIS E V E N T IS OPEN T O EVERYONE! 

Representatives of Main Street Bank as well as other independent 
f inancial advisors f rom our communi ty will be available to expla in 

* - _ • • _ . -

W m 

•r* , 

RSVP Today! 

Or call us at 
(248) 449-3700 

MEMBER FDIC 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:tbruscato@hometowniife.com
mailto:tbrusc3to@hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.by-solar
http://HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
http://curves.com
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Wayne-Westland 'trending 
upward' on merit exams 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Students in the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools 
are showing progress when it 
comes to the Michigan Merit 
Exam. 

"We're pleased with the 
progress we've made, we're 
trending upward," said School 
Superintendent Greg Baracy., 
adding that, "our improvements 
were more significant than 
statewide." 

More than 800 llth-graders 
took the MME, which includes 
the ACT college entrance exam, 
showing increases district-wide 
in meeting or exceeding state 
standards in mathematics, 
reading, writing and English 
language arts. There was a min-
iscule decline — two students 
— in science and a drop of 44 
students not making the grade 
in social studies over last year's 
scores, according to state data. 

Statewide, llth-graders 
who scored at the proficient 
or advanced levels improved 
slightly in the subjects of read­
ing, writing, English language 

arts, and science. There was 
no change in the percentage of 
students scoring proficient or 
advanced in math and a slight 
decline in social studies. 

Meeting or exceeding state 
standards at John Glenn High 
School were 117 students in 
mathematics, 222 in reading, 
179 in science, 354 in social 
studies, 121 in writing and 
174 in English language arts, 
while Wayne Memorial High 
School, students showing mas­
tery totaled 126 in math, 198 
in reading, 188 in science, 317 
in social studies, 107 in writing 
and 160 in English language 
arts. 

"We're pleased with the 
progress made, it's 10 points 
in some areas at Wayne 
Memorial," Baracy said. 

According to Baracy, the dis­
trict has worked hard to realign 
the high school program to 
match the merit curriculum 
and exam. It's also providing 
additional support at earlier 
levels so that once the students 
get to 11th grade they will have 
what they need. 

"That's important," he said. 

CITY OF PLYMOUTH 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Plymouth,-Michigan will 
accept sealed bids until 10:00 a.m., local time, August 29, 2008. The 
bid opening will be at 10:00 a.m., local time, August 29,2008 for the 
following: 

ADA Public Facilities Improvement 
Plymouth Cultural Center - ADA Door Replacement 

Plymouth City Hall 
201 S, Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan 

Specifications and bid documents are available in the City 
Manager's Office, at City Hall, 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, 48170 
during normal business hours. You may also download a copy of 
the documentation from the City's web site at: 
http://www.ci.plymouth.mi.us. 

The City of Plymouth reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all bids, in whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities. 

LINDA J. LANGMESSER, CMC 
City Clerk 

City of Plymouth 
Publish: August 17,2008 

"The curriculum wasn't quite 
aligned, but with these chang­
es, they'll be better prepared 
to take the tests." . 

He added that students also 
are realizing the importance of 
the new test. There's a bonus 
in passing the MME. Students 
who complete the tests and 
receive scores in reading, writ­
ing, mathematics and science 
can qualify for a $4,000 schol­
arship. 

"It's starting to get through 
to them," he said 

smasonHhometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112 

CANTON CINEMA 
, Ticket Kksk&Tlckete Online 

UALITY www.GOTI.com 

THEATERS ^ 1 Mile West of IKEA 

DETROIT'S BEST 
MOVIE DEAL 

ALL LOUNGER SEATS 

ALL DIGITAL SOUND 
ALL STADIUM SEATING 

BIG SCREENS 
ALL SEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVE. $ 7.50 
SHOWTiMES 8/15 - 8/19 Q No passes 

K I D S S U M M E R M O V I E S 
Every Monday thru Friday at 10:30 am l 

$ H A U L SEATS 8/18-8/zz 

I.O.U.S.A. LIVE 
i th Watien Bulfet, Pete Peterson, 

and Dave Wilier. A live discussion 
with America's most notable financial 

leaders anil policy experts, 
TKEJR 8/21 - 8:00 PM 

O STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS (PG) 
12:10,2:30,4:50,7:10,9:30 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
© MIRRORS (R) 11:55, 2:20, 5:00,7:30, 9:55 
O TROPIC THUNDER (R) 
11:45,2:10,4:35,7:00,9:25 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
© SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING 
PANTS2(PG-13) 
11:25,2:00,4:40,7:15,9:50 
THE MUMMY; TOMB OF THE DRAGON 
EMPEROR (PQ-13) 
FRI-WED 11:20,1:50, 4:20,' 6:50, 9:20 
FRI/SATLS11:50 
THUR11:20,1:50,4:20 
THE DARK KNIGHT (PG-13) 
12:40,3:40,6:40,9:40 
JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH 30 
(PG) 12:45, 2:55, 5:05, 7:15,9:25 
.FRI/SATLS 11:35 

nW—Jff I CT3EC 

f
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Willi $3.75 purchase 
of 46oz. Bag Ot buttery popcorn 

Why settle for a school that meets 
part of your educational needs? 

Select Van Buren Public 
Schools to meet ALL your 

educational needs. 

Selecting the right school for your child and the community where you make 

your home are as important as selecting the right health care provider. From 

academics to application;from the core educational subjects to the extracurricular; 

Van Buren Public Schools District offers some of the best opportunities in Michigan 

to give children the well-rounded, complete education they need in a diverse, global 

society. Van Buren Public Schools offer: 

| H An all-day Kindergarten everyday in our elementary schools w i th no 

wait ing list. 

| |P A Gifted and Talented program serving students Kindergarten through 8th grade. 

U A Kindergarten/1st Grade/Chinese Immersion program. 

• | j | "Project Lead the Way" a hands-on, project based curriculum for Middle 

School and High School science and technology education through 

engineering classes. 

Ijjf A comprehensive Alternative Education program. 

U Implementing the International Baccalaureate Program in all grades. 

| |p An Adult Education GED Program. Day and evening classes available. 

W e have openings in t h e fo l lowing grades a n d p r o g r a m s ; 

G r a d e s G i f t e d a n d T a i e n t e d * 

K through 6th - Unlimited K through 8th - Unlimited 

A f t e r n a t i v e Educat ion 

7th through 12th - Unlimited 

* Students from outside the District must qualify for 
entry into the Gifted andTaiented program by 
meeting the same criteria that is applied to 
residents oftheVan Buren Public Schools District 

For more infomation, contact Kathy at (734) 697 -6381 , e x t 2 8 0 

or visit www.vanburenschools.net 

VAN BUREN PUBLIC ^ S C H O O L S 

Today's Dedication . . . Tomorrow's Success 

Lincoln 

Leather, heated seats, 17 
alum, wheels, automatic 
climate control, 6 speed 
trans.. 270 HPV6 me, 

39 H0, LEASE 

n*i,> L i*.-

Lthr, auto climate 
control, auto lights 
and much more! 

Town 
Car Signature 

<.,'t,< j*^ MarkLT 
Leather auto ( . „ 
climate control t ^ % 
haatsd/cooted w* r r 

] Mercury /* ^ 
Mariner 
Powerlocks/window L# MPS u *r 
player &t pod ready rollover [^ \ 
stability control 6 disc CD ta~v „~. j 
cahager power rnoonroof 

•ff&Mf^ ̂ mercury 
1A & i Mountaineer 

H Luxury package ^ v > * 
jg heated leather i «, ** * 
B seats power Yf//, r " l 

f windows locks > * ? ? ' r 1K 
i mirrors seats 17 M >± K 

torcury 
Milan 

ms(3MmmMB 
Loaded power windows power locks power seat 

power rear defroster A/C, I pod ready, and much more' 

Marquis 
Power 
locks/windows, K U — 
keyless entry, 4 6 L P? •.•"*• «^ . 
V8, automatic lights 

Oft BUY* 
FOR ' ̂ 33,999^^28,699mr$18,999m $199 /MO 

LEASE 

OR BUY 
FOR ' *15,799 

l-96/WiKom Rd. EKit 159, Just 2 exits West of 120 Oaks Mall 

DUE TO CONSTRUCTION, 
TS391 EXIT ON BECK RD. &TURN 

RIGHT ON GRAND RIVER. 

S E R V I C E 

i&a 

mvm^-% ws QuickLane 
Wes;Wei&Iri.8;39-6; ^ S E R V I C E 
S a * ; » 5 • ' " " * * 
Sefvice: Hon. thrii f ri, 7-6; 8-1 

- -AH leases 24 months/10,500 annual miles, factory rebates and loyalty included. ($1707 
'ddwn-ofl MKS)($f ,978 down on'MKZKS1,707 down on Mountaineer) ($1 ;375 ten on 
Milfan) ($2,678 down.on WIKX1 (jl^.ttown.onMann^J'Baseu'ASPWwitti-sJandard 

• rate financing thru FMCC, Subject to FMCC tiered credit approval. All program figures 
based on information at lime of printing: Tax, title and doc. Fees required wliere applicable. 
'Residency restrictions apply; :Nori -Aff- payments slightly higher. Expires 3/3T/08. 

http://www.hometownllfe.com
http://www.ci.plymouth.mi.us
http://smasonHhometownlife.com
http://www.GOTI.com
http://www.vanburenschools.net
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Canton woman killed in Benzie County crash 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Charges could be looming 
for the 22-year-old Troy man 
accused of causing the traffic 
crash that killed Nancy Geary, 

54, of Canton. 
Benzie County Under Sheriff 

Rory Heckman said Samuel 
Beadle was traveling north on 
M-115 near Crystal Mountain 
on Aug. 9 when he pulled over 
onto the shoulder and then 

attempted to make a U-turn. 
His van turned into the path 
of Geary's vehicle, which was 
traveling south. 

"This could have been and 
should have been avoided," 
said Heckman, adding that 

the results of the investigation 
into the collision have been 
turned over the Benzie County 
Prosecutor's Office. "It appears 
(Beadle) looked behind him to 
see if anyone was coming but 
he neglected to see if there was 

oncoming traffic." 
Heckman said Geary died 

immediately and that her four 
passengers were taken for 
medical treatment. 

Beadle, who was riding 
alone, was not injured. 

A funeral for Geary, a mar­
ried mother of two daughters, 
took place Friday at Vermeulen 
Funeral Home in Plymouth. 

tlparksihometownlife.com 

(734) 953-2170 

Cheer for the 
horr.eteam, 

read today's 

Si'inin 
section 

OPEN 
MON.-SAT. 

9-9 
iUN. 
9-7 

33000 Ann A .borRd. 
Livonia x 

(734) 464-0330 • 
»» 

your Mcaf £ Deli / 
Supernia.-laf 

^ 

SALE VALID AUG 18 - AUG 24 

Fresh Ground Beef 

CHUCK 
Family Pack 

$ 2 
\ 

Farm Fresh BBQ A 

SPLIT FRYER 9 
HALVES I lb. 

V 

TENDERLOIN 

Boneless Beef 

SIRLOIN $A9 
STEAK 4 
Fresh Ground Beef 

GROUND $Q79 
SIRLOIN 
Family Pack 

Bone In A 

< t t ^ CENTER COT 9 
^ PORK CHOPS 

Boneless Beef Tenderloin 

FILET 
4 STEAK Value Pack 

Frozen Fully Cooked • 31 -40 Cf. 

SHRIMP *Q 
2 !b. Bag $13.98 

> < ^ 
Lean Boneless 

^ * DELICIOUS 
$ 

STEAKS 

From The Deli 
Fresh Sliced Lipari 
OVEN ROASTED 6 
TURKEY v 
BREAST 3 lb 

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com 

CENTER 
•*: if*. 
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that says we can change the 
world one child at a time? I 
think that's what we do." 

While walking around the 
roomy center in the small 
plaza that sits at Canton 
Center and Sheldon Center 
roads, McCully stops and 
chats with a high school girl 
who is trying to test out of 
her pre-calculus class and a 
young boy who was learning 
to spell the word "who." 

McCully's offers academic 
tutoring in language arts, 
mathematics, science and 
history. The company also 
has classes that focus on 
test preparation, study skills 
and home schooling sup­
port. 

McCully, who has assisted 

with dropouts getting their 
diplomas and adults learn­
ing to read, works with her 
husband, Bill, and has a 
staff of about 18 employees 
in the summer. That number 
jumps to around 40 during 
the school year. 

With sessions offered 
for individuals or for small 
groups of two or three stu­
dents, McCully said each 
class is centered around the 
needs of the students, who 
come from as far as Saline, 
White Lake and Rockford. 

"We are here to help 
everybody and anybody that 
needs academic assistance," 
she said. 

A former educator 
and teaching consultant 
with Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools, 
McCully calls basic read-

- .*." 

« 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Tutor Kathy Anderson works with Radhika Somayyu, a junior at Salem High 
School. She hopes to test out of pre-calculus. 

ing her "love" and said that 
as her center has grown, 
she's had to let go of being 
in the classroom herself 
and instead trains all of the 

instructors. 
"There is a part of me that 

misses tutoring but obvi­
ously, I'm still involved with 
the hugs," she said. 

Officials urge residents to conserve water 
In an effort to help pro­

tect local water resources, 
Canton officials are urging 
residents to conserve water 
during the month of August. 
By over watering lawns, 
pollution is easily carried 
into storm drains that lead 
directly to lakes and stream. 
By using less water you can 
help prevent pollution and 
save money. 

The following are simple 
steps to help conserve water 
and protect lakes and rivers 
from pollution: 

• Water wisely: Lawns 
need about an inch of water 
per week. Over watering 
lawns results in shallow-
rooted plants that are less 
tolerant to heat and drought, 
making them more prone to 

disease. Avoid over watering 
by using a rain gauge and 
watering only when neces­
sary. 

Residents and businesses 
can also help conserve water 
and lower water rates by 
voluntarily limiting outdoor 
water usage to odd/even 
days. Residents and busi­
nesses with odd numbered 
addresses are asked to water 
only on odd numbered dates. 
Likewise, those with even 
numbered addresses should 
water lawns, fill swimming 
pools, and wash cars only on 
even numbered dates. 

Residents and business 
owners are asked to set their 
automatic irrigation systems 
to water between the hours 
of midnight and 6 a.m By 

ftOOK 

THESTYUSTICS,S^^W 
HAROLD M&VWS BLUE NOTES 
and THE MAIN INGREDIENT 
featuring CUBA G00DINQ,SR. 
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MUSIC BUILDS TOUR 
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DTE ENERGY BHJSiGTHEftTRE 

WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL im 

mmtm mm MUSIC mmm 
THE HUMAN LEAGUE, Q 
BELINDA CARLISLE, ABC, A FLOCK 
OF SEAGULLS and NAKED EYES 
REGENERATION TOUR 
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MEADOW SHOOK MUSiC FESTIVAL 

SETBACK! CAST OPS 
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MEflBOW BROOK MUSIC FISHVAL 
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FOR COMPLETE SCHEDULE AND TICKET INFORMATION VISIT PALACENET.COM 
PROGRAMS AND DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

watering during these off-
peak demand hours, Canton 
enables all customers to 
continue receiving an even 
distribution of water with 
minimal low-pressure prob­
lems. 

• Improve your aim: 
Adjust sprinklers to water 
only your lawn and plants, 
not your driveway, sidewalk, 
or street. 

• Use mulch: Place a thick 
layer of mulch, about four 
inches, around trees and 
plants. This helps to retain 
water, reduce weeds, and 
minimize the need for pes­
ticides. 

• Sweep it: Clean side­
walks and driveways with 
a broom instead of a hose. 
You'll save water and keep 

unwanted pollutants out of 
the storm drain. 

• Put rainwater to work: 
Use rainwater to water your 
plants. Direct downspouts 
toward your plants and 
green areas or collect water 
with rain barrels for later 
use. 

• Mow high: Make your 
lawn cheaper and easier to 
maintain by mowing high. 
Three inches is recom­
mended. Longer grass has 
deeper roots and requires 
less water. 

Information on all 
these steps can be found at 
www.canton-mi.org/enyi~ 
ronment.asp or in the infor­
mation racks located inside 
Canton's Administration 
Building. 

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY 

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializing in Diseases 
oftfieSftin,Hair&Naik 

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care you deserve. 

• -̂dn Cancer • Eczema 
• .Voles • Warts 
• Tsoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne Botox • Much More 

Accepting New Patients • All Ages 
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appts. available 

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan 48377 

ffreatlakesderm@yahoo.com OEosei67se 

Public Notice 
Wayne County Residents 
Public Auction of Tax 
Foreclosed Property 

September 15,16,17*, and 18*, 200& 
International Center Building 

400 Monroe, 8th Floor 
Detroit, Michigan 

* If necessary 

BIDDER REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 A.M. 
AUCTION BEGINS AT 9:30 A.M. ON SEPT. 15 
EACH DAY THEREAFTER THE AUCTION IS 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 

A $1,000 CASHIER'S CHECK in U.S. funds is required 
per property bid payable to the Wayne County Treasurer. 
A CASHIER'S CHECK must be shown at registration. 
The Wayne County Treasurer, as the foreclosing 
governmental unit, under Public Act 123 of 1999, reserves 
the right to remove any property from the sale and to reject 
any and all bids. List of properties being offered and rules 

and regulations are available online after August 20th at 

Auction books will be available at the Treasurer's Office. 
Check website for exact date. 

Call (313) 224-5990 
RAYMOND X W O J T O W I C Z 

Wayne County Treasurer 
Office Hours: 

Monday.-Friday / 8 A.M.- 4:30 P.M. 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://tlparksihometownlife.com
http://Mikes-marketplace.com
http://PALACENET.COM
http://www.canton-mi.org/enyi~
mailto:ffreatlakesderm@yahoo.com
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Janus settlement likely won't create any new millionaires 
Q: Dear Rick: I heard 

something on your radio 
show about the Janus Funds 
in regard to a settlement 
during the mutual fund 
scandal. I have not received 
my check yet. Should I be 
concerned? 

A: There's absolutely no 
reason to be concerned. As of 
Aug. 15, Janus will distribute 
$100,000,000 to investors. 
If you were a shareholder, 
you will receive a settlement. 
A $100 million settlement 
sounds like a lot of money, 
however, in reality you and 
I will not be receiving large 
checks. After all, Janus Funds 
had millions of investors and 
the settlement gets divided 
over a large number of people. 
Whatever the settlement is, 
my philosophy is the money 
looks better in your pocket 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

than anywhere 
else. 
Q: Dear Rick: 
I make over 
a $100,000 a 
year. I wanted 
to convert 
some of my 
existing IRA 
money into a 
Roth IRA, but 
I was told I do 
not qualify. A 
friend of mine 

said in a couple of years I 
will be able to convert and 
use a Roth IRA. Is that true? 

A: Your friend is correct. In 
order to convert existing IRA 
money into a Roth IRA, your 
adjusted gross income, wheth­
er you are married or single, 
must be less than $100,000. 
However, in 2010 there is a 
temporary change in the law 

that will allow those who earn 
more than $100,000 to con­
vert a traditional IRA into a 
Roth IRA. 

I am a big fan of the Roth 
IRA because it allows money 
to grow tax-free, not tax-
deferred, as in a traditional 
IRA. Even though you're 
investing post-tax money 
— money that you've already 
paid tax on — vs. pre-tax 
money (as in a traditional 
IRA), the advantages of a 
Roth are substantial. 

In a traditional IRA, even 
though you receive a writeoff 
for the money you are con­
tributing, when you withdraw 
the money you pay tax on the 
initial contribution and the 
growth. 

In a Roth, there are no taxes 
when the money is withdrawn. 
Therefore, all the income and 

growth that accumulates in 
your Roth will be tax-free. 

Another advantage of a 
Roth is the money is not 
subject to required mini­
mum distributions. At age 
70H, you must begin taking 
distributions out of your tra­
ditional IRA. At that time, 
the money is taxed at your 
ordinary income tax bracket. 
There is no required mini­
mum required distribution 
for Roth IRAs. You can let 
a Roth IRA grow income 
tax-free for as long as you 
choose. 

One issue regarding Roth 
IRAs that confuses people is 
estate taxes. Roth IRAs are 
income tax-free, but they are 
subject to estate taxes just like 
traditional IRAs. 

However, the major dif­
ference is the income tax 

consequences for a Roth IRA 
are income tax-free, while a 
traditional IRA is subjeet to 
income tax. Even upon death, 
if your beneficiary inherits 
your traditional IRA there 
will be income taxes paid by 
the beneficiary along with any 
potential estate tax. While 
with a Roth there will be no 
income taxes to your benefi­
ciary. 

Whenever we're talking 
about tax laws, there is a 
caveat. Tax laws change faster 
than the weather in Michigan. 
It is possible that by 2010 the 
opportunity for people who 
make over $100,000 a year to 
convert their traditional IRA 
into a Roth IRA could change. 

If you make less than 
$100,000 a year, I believe it 
is good strategy to consider 
converting a traditional IRA 

into a Roth. 
My general rule is: 
• You must have money to 

pay the tax due upon conver­
sion without touching money 
you are converting; 

• Converting the money 
will not place you into a high­
er tax bracket; and 

• You should leave the 
money in the Roth IRA for at 
least five to seven years. 

If you meet these require­
ments, you should convert to 
a Roth. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric read­
ers can submit questions at mon-
eymatters@hometownlife.com. For 
more information, visit Rick's Web 
site at www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. You can hear Rick from 
noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM 
(-1400). 

Wayne County prosecutor 
launches citizens' academy 

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy 
has launched a new program designed to 
give residents a firsthand look into the 
workings of the criminal justice system and 
the way her office operates. 

The First Annual Wayne County 
Prosecutor's Office Citizen's Academy is a 
free six-week course that will teach people 
how the prosecutor's office works that will 
run Tuesdays, Sept. 16 through Oct. 21 at 
Greater Grace Temple, 23500 W. Seven 
Mile Road (one block east of Telegraph) in 
Detroit. 

Applicants to the program must be at 
least 18 years old with no felony convictions 
and no misdemeanor arrests within the 
last three years. To ensure these criteria are 
being met, brief background checks will be 
run on applicants. Waivers for these require­
ments, however, can be obtained on request 

to the prosecutor's 
office. 

Admission to 
the courses is free 
but space is lim­
ited. Participants 
should contact the 
office to secure a 
place by contacting 
the Wayne County 
Prosecutor's office 
at (313) 224-5780 
or by going online 
to www.wayne-
county.com/pros-

ecutor. Applications for the program can be 
obtained online and returned via mail to 
Nicole Scott, c/o Wayne County Prosecutor's 
office, 1441 St. Antoine, 12th floor, Detroit, 
MI 48226. 

Worthy 
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Salvation Army taps development chief 
The Salvation Army of 

Metro Detroit recently named 
John Hale as the nonprofit's 
executive director of develop­
ment. Hale had been serving 
as the interim director of 
development since'April 2007-

Hale has eight years of expe­
rience with TSA's Development 
Department. He has served 
as Capital Campaign man­
ager for the Eastern Michigan 
Division's successful Kroc 

Center application, associate 
director of Development and 
as a gift-planning specialist 
where he closed more than $7 
million in gifts during the four 
years he held that position. 

Prior to his work with TSA, 
Hale held positions as a finan­
cial and tour manager for 

Christian Rock artists, The 
Insyderz and as an assistant 
branch manager for the First 
of America Bank in Rockford, 
111. 

A graduate of Northern 
Illinois University in DeKalb, 
111., Hale lives in Rochester 
Hills. 
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Marathon man 
Walker brings 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

marathons in 18 days — begin­
ning in Sault Ste. Marie and 

rr t - ,« traveling through Plymouth 
C 311 C 6 f plIQrHTlSQG On Thursday, Sean Shearon before concluding his journey 

b got a well-deserved rest after in downtown Detroit's Hart 

3 T6 3 walking the equivalent of 18 Plaza. 
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The Windsor native and 
Detroit school teacher was 
diagnosed with a form of can­
cer at age 12. His mother, a 
Michigan native and Detroit 
Public Schools teacher, lost 
a 10-year battle with breast 
cancer. Shearon is hoping his 
472-mile pilgrimage will raise 
$10 million for the Karmanos 
Cancer Institute in Detroit. 

"My feet are sore, but people 
I've met along the way who 
either have had cancer or lost 
people to cancer helped me 
know they appreciate what 
I'm doing," said Shearon, 
43, who walked Ann Arbor 
Trail through Plymouth 
Township to Kellogg Park in 
downtown Plymouth Tuesday 
night, before leaving early 
Wednesday morning. "The e-
mails I've gotten and messages 
on my blog... people are just 
touched by what I'm doing and 
motivated to do things. One 
girl told me she was going to 
do the (Breast Cancer) 3-Day 
walk as a result." 

Shearon didn't receive much 
attention in many parts of 
Michigan during his travels, 
including in Traverse City. 

"When I was there most peo­
ple were more excited to see 
(singer) Madonna (Ciccone) at 
the film festival," said Shearon. 
"Here I was walking to raise 
money for cancer, which my 
mother — whose maiden name 
was Ciccone and a distant 
cousin of Madonna — died 
from, and ironically she got all 
the attention." 

But, Shearon is in good spir-

BiLLBRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Sean Shearon hikes east on Ann Arbor Trail. He finished the Victory Walk in 
Kellogg Park. Shearon is walking the equivalent of 18 marathons in 18 days to 
raise money for the Karmanos Cancer institute in Detroit. 

its knowing he helped bring 
more attention to 
the fight against cancer and 
raise money to fight the dis­
ease. 

"When you have a goal and 
are focused and motivated, 
you just do it," said Shearon. 
"There have been days I want­

ed to pack it up, but the people 
I met along the way kept met 
going." 

More information on 
Shearon's efforts can be found 
at thevictorywalk.org. 

tbruscatothometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2172 

Police campaign will crack 
down on impaired drivers 

'34.207,1906 * wwwi&howrooiiipfelegatice.com 

The Canton Police 
Department will be participat­
ing in a statewide campaign to 
crack down on drunken drivers 
for the next two weeks. 

Along with other police 
departments across the state, 
Canton is part of the end of 
summer "Over the limit. Under 
Arrest." campaign, which 
targets impaired drivers. The 
crackdown began Friday and 
will run though Monday, Sept. 
1. 

"Drunk driving is a serious 
crime and something we work 
to prevent all year long. During 
this target enforcement period, 

extra patrols will be on the 
road looking for drivers under 
the influence. If you're over 
the limit, you'll be under 
arrest," said Canton Lt. Scott 
Hilden. 

According to Hilden, the 
extra patrols are funded by fed­
eral grants from the Office of 
Highway Safety Planning. 

In Michigan, a motorist can 
be arrested for drunk driving 
with .08 blood alcohol con­
tent or higher. Drunk driving 
convictions can carry an array 
of penalties, including court 
costs and fines, increased car 
insurance rates, legal fees and 

$2,000 in driver responsibility 
fees. "Drunk driving can cost' 
more than just money. Last 
year in Michigan 382 people 
were killed in impaired driving 
crashes," Hilden said. 

The campaign will especially 
focus on the Labor Day week­
end, when many people will be 
on the road traveling to vaca­
tion destinations or holiday 
parties. 

In 2007,14 people died in 
crashes on Michigan's road­
ways during Labor Day week­
end. Four of those fatalities 
involved alcohol, according to 
Hilden. 
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TV debate program focuses on state House races i 
To help voters in southeast­

ern Michigan cut through 
the campaign clutter, 
focus on the state's future, 
and make informed deci­
sions in November, Detroit 
Public TV (DPTV), in asso­
ciation with the Center for 
Michigan, is offering to host 
debates between the top 
candidates jn state House 
of Representatives razees 
throughout metro Detroit. 
Debate offers will be extended 
to candidates in 47 contested 
races. 

DPTV and the Center are 
taking steps to guarantee 
the debates receive the larg­
est possible audience; Video 

of every debate will be pro­
vided free and unrestricted 
to all media outlets and 
cable access TV stations in 
southeastern Michigan. The 
expectation is debate videos 
will be posted on media Web 
sites, aired on cable access, 
and used in TV news reports. 
Additionally, DPTV will 
broadcast debates on Channel 
56 and post videos online. 
. "With so much attention 

on the presidential race, 
these debates are critical to 
helping voters focus on state 
House races - and helping 
candidates focus on the issues 
that matter most to voters," 
said John Bebow, executive 

director of the.Center for 
Michigan, a non-partisan, 
non-profit "think-and-do" 
tank. 

In the past year, the Center 
has hosted 180 community 
meetings across the state to 
develop a "common ground" 
agenda. It includes three pri­
orities for the state's future: 1) 
a globally competitive work­
force; 2) a diversified econo­
my and great quality of life; 
and 3) effective, efficient and 
accountable government. 

"When you talk about 
Michigan's future, these really 
are the big three," Bebow 
added. "Everyone should be 
interested to see how the 

candidates address these and 
other issues critical to turning 
the state around." 

"The Great Debates is an 
extraordinary use of tra­
ditional and new media to 
engage and educate vot­
ers," said Rich Homberg, 
DPTV president and general 
manager. "It's also another 
example of how Detroit Public 
Television is working to better 
serve the people of southeast­
ern Michigan." 

The 30-minute, fixed-for­
mat debates will be taped 
at DPTV's Detroit studios 
in August and September 
and - due to production 
constraints - be limited to 

two candidates. Candidates 
will field questions from 
respected journalists Nolan 
Finley, editorial page edi­
tor of The Detroit News, and 
Ron Dzwonkowski, editorial 
page editor of the Detroit 
Free Press. Other Detroit-
area journalists may serve as 
hosts/moderators depending 
on debate schedules. 

As debate invitations 
were mailed (and e-mailed) 
to candidates Aug. 6-8, 
DPTV Director of Program 
Development Dave Manney 
stressed the importance of 
candidate cooperation. 

"We obviously can't force 
candidates into the studio," 

Manney said. "We need every 
candidate to embrace this 
project and reach an agree­
ment with their opponent. 
Tell us you're ready for a seri­
ous debate of the issues and 
we'll make it happen." 

The Center for Michigan 
is a "think-and-do tank" 
founded by Phil Power and a 
group of statewide business 
and political leaders in early 
2006. A 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization, the Center's 
objective is to assist our state 
through its current period of 
wrenching economic trouble 
and to lay the foundation of 
informed hope for a better 
future Michigan. 

The Detroit Zoological 
Society will host an open 
house for teachers and admin­
istrators on Tuesday, Aug. 
26,5-8 p.m., at the Detroit 
Zoo's Ford Education Center. 
"Zoolastic Achievement 
- Explosion 2008" will give 
educators the opportunity to 
learn about the educational 
offerings at the Detroit Zoo 
and Belle Isle Nature Zoo. 
The free event will feature 
live entertainment, food and 
educational resources for the 
classroom and beyond. 

Sponsored by DTE Energy 
Foundation, "Zoolastic 
Achievement - Explosion 
2008" will provide educa­
tors insight into the zoo's 
dynamic, age level-appropriate 

programs that teach impor­
tant concepts about animals, 
habitats and ecosystems in 
alignment with the Michigan 
Curriculum Framework 
and Grade Level Content 
Expectations. The event will 
also offer tips on planning and 
optimizing school group visits 
with guided tours, self-led 
tours, scavenger hunts, inter­
active education presentations 
and backpack programs. 

Teachers and administra­
tors will learn about other 
educational options at the 
Zoo as well, including the 
Ford Education Center's 
Interpretive Studios, Wild 
Adventure Ride, Madeleine 
Berraan Academy for Humane 
Education and Humane 
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Science Lab. A tram or walk­
ing tour of the zoo will high­
light new animal habitats, 
including Meerkat Digs, and 
exhibits that feature interac­
tive learning options. Guests 
will also meet David Gakure, 
Kenyan conservationist and 
Detroit Zoo education spe­
cialist, who engages students 
at the zoo and in the class­
room with stories of people 
and wildlife in the African 
Grasslands. 

Online registration for 
"Zoolastic Achievement 
- Explosion 2008" is available 
until Aug. 21 at http://www. 

detroitzoo.org/zoolastic/. 
The Detroit Zoological 

Society is a nonprofit orga­
nization that operates the 
Detroit Zoo and Belle Isle 
Nature Zoo. The Detroit Zoo 
is at the intersection of 10 Mile 
Road and Woodward Avenue, 
just off 1-696, in Royal Oak. 
The Detroit Zoo is open daily 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. April through 
October (open at 9:30 a.m. 
Memorial Day through Labor 
Day) - with extended hours 
until 8 p.m. Wednesdays dur­
ing July and August - and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. November 
through March. Admission is 

Catch the bus to 

Ann Arbor 
Bay City 
Brighton 
Burton 
Clinton Township 
Clio 

Flint 
Jackson 
Lansing 
Livonia 
Pontiac 
Roseville 
Saginaw 

St. Clair Shores 
Sterling Heights 
Troy' 
Warren . 
Westland 
Ypsilanti 

For locations and reservations 
cail Blue Lakes Charters 8 Tours 
866-2-ROLLEM [866-276-5536] 
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Offer subject to change or cancellation at any -
time without notice MotorCity Casino Hotel .and 
MofcorCity Casino Hotel design are trademarks 
of Detroit Entertainment. LLC. O2008 Detroit 
Entertainment, L.l C. All rights reserved 

$11 for adults 13 to 61, $9 for 
senior citizens 62 and older, 
and $7 for children ages 2 to 
12; children under 2 are free. 
For more information, call 
(248) 541-5717 or visit www. 
detroitzoo.org. The Belle Isle 

Nature Zoo is open daily 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. year-round and 
provides educational program­
ming with interpretive staff 
support from the Huron-
Clinton Metroparks. For infor­
mation, call (313) 852-4056. 
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Providing Technology & Training for the Future 

WILLIAM D. FORD 
CAREER-TECHNICAL CI 

JACKIE KA1XEN 
After 26 years in 
tie boxing world as 
publicist am! then 
manager, Jackie Kallen 
has been dubbed The 
First Lady of Boxing 
Having managed four 
champions, she wag 
twice nominated as 

Manager of &e Year. Her life story inspired trie 
P&amount frn Against the Rapes, starring 
(vteg Ryan. A fotmer journals!, TV host and 
radio personality in her native Detroit, Kaflen is 
aiso a successful motivational speaker. 

Thursday, 
September 18, 2008 
Seating & Exhibitor Area 
begins at 11:15 am 

Lunch & Program: Noon - 2 pm 

RITZ-CARLTON 
300 Town Center Drive, Fairlane Plaza 
Dearborn, Ml 48126 
Free Parking (optional valet) 

TICKETS 
$60 Individual 
$600 Table of 10 

CELEBRITY GUEST PANEL: 

KYM L. WORTHY 
it was an historic 
moment tn 2004 when 
KymL Worthy was 
sworn tn as the first 
African-American, and 
the first woman, to 
become the Wayne 
County Prosecutor, 
Worthy began her career 

sn the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office in 
1984 in 1994 she was elected judge of the 
Recorder's Court for the City of Detroit, then 
became a judge sn Wayne County Circuit 
Court in 1997. Worthy is a strong believer 
in community service and has received 
numerous awards and honors for her roie as 
community teader, She is the mother of 
ten-year-old Anastasia. 

Frankie Darceil (Mix 92,3 FM), Lila Lazarus (WJBK-Fox 2), Diana 
Lewis (WXTZ-TV 7), Glenda Lewis (WXYZ-TV 7), Ruth Spencer 
(WDIV-TV 4}, and Vickie Winans (6 time Grammy-nominated recording 
artist, President/Founder of Destiny Joy Records and Viviane, Inc.) 

Register Online: florineonline.com 

Register by Phone: 1-888-3-FLORINE, ext. 1377 

This is a non-profit event. Net proceeds will equally benefit: 

Beaumont Ministrelli's Women's Heart Center 
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Center 
University of Michigan Cardiovascular Center 
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Wayne-Westland Community Schools 

Choose from Over 20 Different Training Programs 
.Auto Body Repair 
- Automotive Technology 
= Business/Computer Technology 
. Child Care 
- Computer Aided Design/Drafting 
. Computer Aided Mfg/Machining 
- Construction Technology 
- Cosmetology 
• Culinary Arts/Hospitality 
- Desktop Publishing 
• Electronics/Robotics Technology 
- Graphic Design 
- Health Occupations 
- Heating/Air Conditioning/Refrigeration 
- Digital Media Production 
- Media Production 
- Integrated Web Design 
- Medical Assisting 
- Graphic/Printing Communications 
- Welding Technology 
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Call Today! 734-419-2100 
• Free To youth 17-20, under Intra-County Schools of Choice Plan 

• Free To non-grad adults and those w/G.E.D. 

« Free To junior and senior high school students in cooperating schools 

• Free To U A W members and dependent children * 

• Free To others who qualify * * 

* N o t available as a benefit in all UAW contracts - check your Benefits Office. 
* * Some restrictions may apply. Reasonable rates to those not qualifying for free tuition) 

William D, Ford Career-Technical Center 
36455 Marquette 

Westland, Ml 48185 

Hurry Last Chance To Register! 
Classes Start Sept. 2nd 

t is the policy of the Wayne-Westland Community Schools Board of Education to forbid any ads of aiscriminatton in all mailers dealing wilh students, parents, employees or applicants 
The Wayne-Westland Schools reaffirms its policy of equal educational and employment opportunities for all persons without regard to race, religion, color, national origin,sex, age, marita 
status, height, weight, or handicap. Inquiries concerning the application of Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504legislation at the Wayne-Westland School District may be referred to Ron Barratt 
Director, 36745 Marquette, Westland, MI43185, (734) 419-2645. Furthermore, the School District guarantees the right toafree appropriate education for all school-aged handlcappec 
sersons and all limited English proficiency students. Revised by the Board of Education 2000. Any unresolved concerns may be appealed through the school district appeal process 

wwcsd.net/fctc 


