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Oakwood project moves closer to reality with 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After nearly two hours of discus­
sion Monday night, the Canton 
Planning Commission unanimously 
approved Oakwood's final planned 
development district (PDD) request 
for its proposed medical campus on 
the west side of Beck Road, just north 
of Michigan Avenue. 

"We have worked effectively to 
(resolve) all the issues raised pre­
viously," said Douglas D. Welday, 
Oakwood executive vice president 
and chief financial officer. "We have 
worked to satisfy all of the parties." 

Well, not everyone. 
A group of homeowners that live 

in the subdivisions near the 144-acre 

site continued to express reservations 
about the project. 

Arlene Ladell, a Chatterton Square 
resident and president of its home­
owner association, said "massive traf­
fic, noise and dust" will accompany 
the development of the multi-year, 
multi-phase campus. 

"This won't be done in '09," she 
said. "This will go on forever." 

Another Chatterton Square resi­
dent simply offered, "We don't want 
it." 

Oakwood has not submitted any 
site plans at this point, and Welday 
said he isn't exactly sure what the 
project will ultimately look like. It 
will be determined by the "market." 
However, the project is expected 
to include a mix of medical offices, 

senior housing, and a hospital com­
plex that could include a six-story 
tower — something Oakwood will 
need to get approved by the state. 

The PDD agreement is for 12 years, 
though Oakwood could request 
extensions and modifications at any 
time, according to Jeff Goulet, the 
township's planner. 

In addition to traffic issues and 
safety concerns, many residents 
spoke in favor of having as large of 
a buffer as possible between the site 
and adjacent homes. The Canton 
Township Board of Trustees previ­
ously agreed to allow variances 
with the setbacks from 50 feet to 
120 feet. 

Oakwood, which began its quest 
to build at the site in February, has 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

!s Beck Road between Michigan Avenue 
and Geddes Road a good place for a 
144-acre medical campus? Tell us your 
thoughts by either e-mailing Editor 
Kurt Kuban at kkubanfhometownlife. 
com or posting a comment on our Web 
site at www.hometownlife.com. 

agreed to create an advisory council 
that includes township homeowners. 
In addition, Welday said Oakwood 
will invite neighboring homeowners 
to join some development discus­
sions. 

"This has been a relatively long 
process," Welday said, while noting 

that the medical provider believes the 
final outcome will be "fruitful." 

tlparks@hometownfife.com | (734) 953-2170 
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Time to start hitting 
Plymouth High Wildcat senior Connor Martin hits the sled on the third day of football practice for the 2008 season; High school football teams across the state kicked off 
practice on Monday, a sure sign that the start of school is around the corner. Teams wilt play their first game on Aug. 28. Plymouth plays Salem, and Canton visits Brighton. 
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'Dream' contest 
Magazine seeks young 
writers to cover cruise 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jay Sprout wants to bring a bit of Michigan 
Avenue to Palmetto, Florida. 

Sprout, a former Canton resident, now lives in 
the Sunshine State and is the production man­
ager of Cruisin' Style Magazine. 

The magazine, a national publication for hot 
rod, classic, cruising and muscle car fans, will 
be accepting entries for its first-ever Woodward 
Dream Cruise Design Contest after the end of 
Saturday's 14th annual Cruise. 

"The Dream Cruise is one of the biggest 
chances tp see thousands of auto enthusiasts in 
one place," said Sprout, who came up with the 
idea of the contest. 

Targeted at high school and college students 
but open to anyone, participants can work indi­
vidually or in a group to take photographs, write 
an accompanying story and design a two-page 
spread on the Cruise. 

The winning entry will be featured in an 
upcoming issue of Cruisin' Style. 

"We are looking for something different," 
Sprout said, adding that the participants don't 
have to be car lovers. "People who have never 
read a car magazine have as good of a chance at 
winning. We want something out of the box." 

In addition to the grand prize winner, the 
magazine will honor those entries with the best 

story and the best 
photography. 

The Dream 
Cruise, touted as 
the world's largest 
one-day automo­
tive event, draws 
1.5 million people 
and 40,000 classic 
cars to Woodward 
Avenue each year. 

Participants 
must attend 
Saturday's Dream 
Cruise and design a two-page spread with pho­
tographs and a story 

For contest rules, visit http://www.cruisin-
style.com/content/contest/dreamdesign.htm. 

Cruisin' Style Magazine is hoping 
to get some unique perspectives 
of this weekend's Dream Cruise. 

Students 
lining up 
for Mandarin 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Mandarin Chinese, one of the most 
widely spoken languages in the world, will 
be taught as a fourth language option at 
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park this 
fall. 

And, with heightened 
awareness of the Chinese, 
in general, because of the 
Summer Olympics and 
China's growing status as 
a world economic power, 
nearly 130 Plymouth-
Canton high school stu­
dents are set to take the 
challenge. 
"I took Spanish for two 

years and was bored with 
it," said Mirissa Alfera, 16, of Canton 
Township, who will be a junior at 
Plymouth High School this year. "It was 
either French or Chinese, and I wanted to 
take something that would look good on 
my college applications. And, if I want to 
go into business, Chinese and Spanish will 
look good and help me. 

"I've heard from a lot of people it will be 
hard," she added. "But I like a challenge." 

Alfera and the four classes of students 
who have signed up for Mandarin Chinese 
might not find it as difficult as previously 
thought. At least, that's the goal of the 
newly hired teacher, Stacey Aksman of 
Ypsilanti. 

"There are definite challenges to learn­
ing Chinese," said Aksman, 38. "There's 
no phonetic alphabet and learning the 
characters is a challenge. But I think I 
can break the language down and make it 
accessible to the kids. 

"Being a native English speaker, I can 
appreciate the struggles and hurdles in 
learning the Chinese language," she added. 
"You don't have to be a language genius to 
learn Chinese." 

Aksman, who has taught elementary 
school and worked in the organic food 
industry, has an undergraduate degree in 
Chinese from the University of Michigan 
and spent a year studying in Taiwan. 

"To live in the culture and get a sense of 
the language in an authentic situation was 
invaluable," Aksman said. "Taiwan and 
other parts of China are fairly westernized, 
but eastern Asian countries are radically 
different cultures. There's no substitute for 
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Battle of the badges 

Canton Township is spon­
soring the annual Battle of 
the Badges Red Cross blood 
drive next Tuesday, August 
19th from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
the Canton Administration 
Building, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Road (lower level 
rooms B and C). 

The Battle of the Badges pits 
the Fire Department vs. Police 
Department and their sup­
porters to provide blood need­
ed in the Detroit metro area. 
The Red Cross blood needs are 
higher in the summer because 
more organ transplants are 
done in summer.months. 

Appointments are avail­
able in 15 minute increments. 
Please contact John Spencer 
at jspencer@canton-mi.org 
or (734) 394-5246 to make an 
appointment. 

Childtime Learning Center 
of Canton, located at 49810 
Cherry Hill Road, is hosting 
and end of summer bash from 
9-11:30 a.m. and 3-5:30 p.m. 
on Aug. 21. The family-orient-
edevent will include a Sponge 
Bob Square Pants bounce 
house, bubble machine, candy 
making contest and more. 

"This is a great opportunity 
to families to celebrate the end 
of the summer season togeth­
er," said Cassie Simpson, cen­
ter director. "We really hope 

the community comes out to 
celebrate with us and join in 
all the fun." 

Parents will also have the 
opportunity to learn about the 
programs available for their 
child at Childtime and learn 
about the company's propri­
etary Empowered Child™ 
curriculum. Enrollment incen­
tives will also be available for 
new families. 

There is no cost to attend. 
For more information, call 
(734) 495-1500. 

School supplies giveaway 
Way of Life Christian 

Church is giving away free 
backpacks filled with school 
supplies. The picnic and give­
away will be held from 2-6 
p.m., Aug. 31, at UAW 735, 
48055 Michigan Avenue (west 
of Beck Road). There will be 
refreshments and activities for 
children of all ages. Pastors 
Fred and Helen Canty and the 
Way of Life congregation will 
be on hand and would love to 
meet your family. For more 
information, call (734) 482-
0068. 

Kindermusik 
demonstration 

Evola Music of Canton 
invites the public to view a 
free Kindermusik demon­
stration class or visit a free 
Kindermusik story time. Fall 
classes start Sept. 11 - registra-
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At its Aug. 11 meeting, the Canton Rotary Club honored Chad Baugh 
(Canton's Police Officer of the Year) and David Holloway, Jr. (Firefighter 
of the Year). The Rotary Club annually recognizes Canton's top 
firefighter and police officer. A plaque was presented to each honoree 
and a cash donation will be given to each of their favorite charities. 
Pictured, from left, are Public Safety Director John Santomauro, 
Baugh, Fire Chief Mike Rorabacher, Holloway, and Deputy Police Chief 
Patrick Nemecek. 

These Friday evening concerts 
take place in the parking lots 
of various shopping districts 
along Ford Road. Bring your 
lawn chairs, but beer, wine 
and alcohol are not permitted 
at these outdoor concerts. 

On Friday, Aug. 22 at 7 p.m., 
Orquestra Sensational will 
perform at Lowe's. 

Chiefettes fund-raiser 
The Canton High School 

varsity Chiefettes pompon 
team is holding a car wash 
fund-raiser from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, . 
Aug. 16, at Fast Lane Quick 
Oil Change, 5881N. Canton 
Center Road (just north of 
Ford Road). Donations would 
be appreciated. 

Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
, Visit our website for details 

t . 
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Rumba , 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Weh Cams! 

673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 8 
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

tion began Aug. 11. Visit the 
Web site www.kindermusi-
katevola.com for class sched­
ule information. Register in 
person at Evola Music at 7170 
N. Haggerty between Joy and 
Warren in Canton or by mail. 

Evola will host a 
Kindermusik Demo Day 
— a free 30-minute class. Call 
(734) 455-4677 to register. The 
class will take place Aug. 16 at 
10:30 a.m. 

Free Kindermusik Story 
Times (for ages 0 and up) - no 
registration required - will 
take place Aug. 19 at 9:30 a.m. 

at Plymouth Coffee Bean, 884 
Penniman, Plymouth - (734) 
454-0178; and Aug. 21 at 1:30 
p.m. at Maggie Moo's Treatery, 
47325 Five Mile Road, 
Plymouth - (734) 207-1858. 

Jazz concert series 
Canton's free jazz concert 

series continues Friday at 7 
p.m. when Duane Parham 
performs in the parking lot 
of J.C. Penney on Ford Road. 
The concert series is a partner­
ship with Smooth Jazz 98.7 
WVMV, the Canton DDA, 
and Canton Leisure Services. 

Compassionate Care 
Hospice, a community-based 
organization that provides 
hospice care for patients and 
their families, is currently 
seeking caring and dedicated 
individuals to provide support 
by being a friendly visitor or 
clerical volunteer. Training 
is provided, and will be held 
at the organization's office at 
5820 Lilley Road, Suite 1, in 
Canton. For more informa­
tion, contact Ann Christensen, 
volunteer coordinator, toll-free 
(888) 983-9050. 

Chiefettes clinic 
The Canton Varsity 

Chiefettes are holding a 

kids pom pon clinic from 9 
a.m'. to 12:30 p.m., Sept. 13 
at the Canton High School 
gym. The clinic is open to 
children ages 5-14. Pre-reg-
istration is now open on the 
Chiefettes Web site at www. 
cantonchiefettes.com or con­
tact Chiefette parent, Sarena. 
Bouse, at microbousel@com-
cast.net. 

Costis$35pei ichild 
and includes a T-shirt and 
snack. Discounts are avail­
able for additional siblings. 
Parents are invited to come 
see their daughters perform 
at noon on the day of the 
clinic. All girls attending 
the clinic will be invited 
to perform at the Canton 
Chiefettes Variety Show 
on Saturday, Sept. 20, and 
at a Canton Varsity foot­
ball game. Pre-registered 
participants should arrive 
between 8:30-9 a.m. Same 
day registration is also 
available at 8:30 a.m. but 
enrollment is limited to the 
first 100'participants. 

St. Michael enrollment 
St. Michael Christian 

School is enrolling children 
for the 2008-2009 school 
year. There are openings in 
3 and 4 year old preschool 
classes, as well as young fives 
through fourth grades. For 
more information, contact 
the school at (734) 459-9720 
or just stop in. The school is 
located 7000 Sheldon Road,. 
Canton inside St. Michael 
Lutheran Church. 

Assistant and 

Medical Receptionist 

needed for 

multi-physician practice. 

Fax resume Attn: Christy 

ST. PETER'S LI THERAN DAY SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 
Trill ii\. August 22nd » (vS pin 
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through 8th Grade 

St Peter's offers: 
• A Christian based education 
• Solid learning environment 
• Smaller class sizes 
• A long standing parochial school 

education program since 1947. 
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Do you have OLD GOLD JEWELRY that is outdated, 
or you no longer wear? As Easy as 1-2-3... 

...Let Showroom of Elegance turn 

new.G R 

The Central City 

Aug 23rti or Sept 13th 
for experienced Dancers, Singers & Gymnasts in S.E. Michigan. ^ 

Now holding open auditions for the most explosive Broadway Style Christmas 
5kCVi,.A^uyi T«.vr.T|le Central City Christmas Spectacular 

Auditions for Dancers . 

Auditions for Singers 

Auditions for Gymnasts 

Showdates: December 18th-21st. 2008 
fjt ihe Luxurious Cherry Hill Village Theater 
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1 . Turn it in for 2. Use your old gold 
in-store credit to create a custom 
on new jewelry. design. 

3, Receive a cash 
payment for 
your items! 

and turn that old gold into 
i 

Showroom of Elegance is a trusted, licensed and insured Fine Jewelry store 

located in the Canton Community. 

We are the source to meet all your jewelry needs. 

Come in and visit us today! 

SHOWROOM OF 

'nee 
INE JEWELRY 

BRING IN THIS AD and receive a 

m BONUS Showroom of Elegance Gift Card gS 

if we buy your gold! 

6018 Canton Center Rd. 

Canton M l 48187 

(North of Ford Rd) 
734.207.1906 

Store Hours: 

Tues.-Sat. 9:30-6:00 

Closed Sun. 6c Mon. 

www.showroomofelegance.com 
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Officials get into debate about purchasing assault rifles 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If it were a nightstick 
instead of a patrol rifle, Todd 
Caccamo probably would have 
went along with the purchase 
recommended by the Public 
Safety Department. 

But given the Canton trust­
ee's military background, he 
voiced concern at Tuesday's 
meeting 'over the proposed 
purchase of 10 Bushmaster 
rifles. 

"A stick is a stick," Caccamo 
said. "But a rifle is highly tech­
nical." 

The debate came about after 
Public Safety had requested 
the purchase of 10 new AR-15 
rifles, which are semi-auto­
matic rifles, patterned after 
the fully automatic M16 rifle 
or M4 carbine. 

While the bid for the 
Bushmaster rifles was the low­
est at $13,239, Caccamo said 
he did some research and felt 
the bid for Stag rifles, which 

totaled $14,335, was the bet­
ter option because they are of 
higher quality and are built to 
military specifications. 

"I don?t want (Canton offi­
cers) to have second best," 
he said, adding that it was a 
bonus that a Canton company 
(Center Mass, Inc.) submit­
ted the bid to provide the Stag 
rifles. 

Supervisor Tom Yack said 
the debate over quality was 
valid but noted that the town­
ship doesn't have a policy in 

regards to purchasing from 
local companies and tradition­
ally goes with the lowest quali­
fied bidder. 

Trustee Todd LaJoy agreed 
and said he didn't support 
moving away from a bid-
accepting process that "has 
worked for so long." He also 
said the board has traditional­
ly accepted staff recommenda­
tions, and staff recommended 
the lowest bid. 

When addressing the con­
cerns of board members, 

Police Sgt. Mark Gajeski said 
the Stag rifles were a better 
product and that the bar­
rels on the Bushmaster rifles 
would have to be replaced 
after a certain amount of 
usage. 

Caccamo said he believes 
the barrel replacement cost 
would be more than the 
price difference between the 
Bushmasters and the Stags. 

When the matter was put to 
. a vote, only Treasurer Elaine 
Kirchgatter voted in favor of 

accepting the Bushmaster 
bid. 

Gajeski said the department 
will now solicit bids for Stag 
rifles. 

Trustee Karl Zarbo said he 
was pleased with the outcome 
since it meshes the concerns of 
following the township's past, 
practices and getting the supe­
rior product. 

"Everybody comes out on 
top with this option," he said. 

tlparksthometownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 

The Sheldon Road repair 
and resurfacing project, 
between Cherry Hill and 
Palmer, is nearly complete. 
The road, which was closed 
during construction, was 
expected to reopen to traffic 
on Monday. 

Canton Township funded 
the Sheldon Road project as 
part of its 2008 Local Road 
Maintenance Program. State 
law specifies that cities, villag­
es, counties, and the Michigan 
Department of Transportation 
are responsible for construct- . 
ing and maintaining the public 
roads that fall under their 

The Council of Orthodox Christian 
Churches of Metropolitan Detroit and 
Wright S Filippis Inc. will sponsor a 
charity basketball game Thursday, 
Sept. 4, to benefit Children's Hospital 
of Michigan. 

Featured will be the AmpuTeam 
Spartans, sponsored by Wright S 
Fiiippis, and the Saints, sponsored by 
the COCC. The game will be at Livonia 

jurisdiction. However, limited 
funding by the county and 
state prompted Canton into 
looking for alternative ways 
to fund projects in order to 
improve the safety of commu­
nity roads. 

Last year, the Canton Board 
of Trustees approved an 
increase to the general fund 
by .25 mills for 2008 to gener­
ate additional funds for future 
road improvements. This is 
expected to generate approxi­
mately $1 million annually for 
road improvements. The board 
also approved decreasing the 
Public Safety millage by .25 

mills, so there was no increase 
to the overall millage rate for 
Canton taxpayers. 

Canton plans to use the 
money on the rehabilitation 
of existing .pavements that 
are not fully deteriorated. To 
obtain a complete list of roads 
scheduled from improvement 
this year as part of the 2008 
Local Road Maintenance 
program visit www.canton-
mi.org. 

Here's an update of other 
road construction projects in 
Canton: 

• Construction of the 
Lilley/Hanford intersection 

CHARITY BASKETBALL GAME AIDS CHILDREN'S 
Franklin High School, 31000 Joy, east 
of Merriman in Livonia. Doors will open 
at 5:30 p.m. and the game will start at 
6:30 p.m. Halftime activities will include 
a 50/50 drawing and a silent auction. 

The Spartans team is made up of 
amputees coached by Brad Shebib, a 
physical therapist at Wright & Filippis 
and a member of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Basilica of St. Mary in Livonia. 

Work & Activity Booh,BB Sets, Trimmers, 
Decoratives, Ready Letters, Cut-Outs, 

Chanlets,Banners,DeskPhtes,lncentmst 

"ticket Chans, Sentence Strips, Fadeless BB 
^aper,WritingTablcisM&tipulative$, 

Games, Art Supplies and Morel 

3947 W. 12 Mile •3115 MwWa<J1G-7 Thura 10-8:30 FriS, Sat 10-5:30 5un 12-4 

Market Research 
Study 

Shifrin-Hayworth, Inc., a local market research 
company, is looking for people who have been 

diagnosed with the following condition: 

to participate in an interview about 
new creative campaign concepts. 

The study is related to possible new treatments. 
Participants will be helping the company 

marketing the new treatment to understand how 
to best serve their future patients. 

A short telephone conversation will confirm 
whether or not you qualify. 

You will be compensated for your time if you 
qualify and participate in the study. 

If interested, please call Kathy at 

866-430-0031 

The Saints are volunteers from 
COCC member churches coached by 
Nisreen Fakhouri who played three 
years at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn and overseas. COCC church 
members interested in playing for 

' the team can contact her at (313) 
770-3733 or by e-mail at fakhournf 
cooley.edu. 

Tickets can be purchased at the 

began Monday; The project is 
a part of Canton's Intersection 
Action Committee (IAC) pro­
gram, which provides safety 
improvements at various inter­
sections in Canton. 

Canton is working in coop­
eration with Wayne County 
to add dedicated right-turn 
lanes for north and south­
bound Lilley Road. In addi­
tion, a small portion at the 
southwest corner of Hanford 
will be widened for traffic 
turning southbound onto 
Lilley Road. Traffic signals 
and decorative mast arms 
with illuminated street signs 

door for a suggested donation of $10 
for adults and $5 for seniors and chil­
dren ages 11-18. Children age 10 and 
under are free. For advance tickets or 
further information, contact Richard 
Shebib of the COCC at (734) 422-0278 
or by e-mail at paschabooks@sbc-
global.net, or Brad Shebib of Wright & 
Filippis at (248) 829-8327 or by e-mail 
at bshebib@wrighHttippis.com. 
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They Look GREAT oh your Wall 

Call Dave at 
Thomason Electronics 
248-529-6311 
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Wayne County 

Now enrolling: 

Year-Round Educational Activities 
2: NO COST plus Heai'A Dental 
& Nutrition Services at NO COST. 
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Robert A. Ficar.o. Wayne County Executive 

will also be installed at the 
intersection. The project is 
expected to be completed by 
late September. 

• Construction to cold mill 
and resurface 2.8 miles of 
Michigan Avenue between 
Canton Center and Lotz 
Roads with hot mix asphalt 
is scheduled to begin Friday, 
Aug. 15. All shoulders and 
crossovers will also receive 
ramp upgrades as part of the 
construction project. 

Motorists are advised to 
seek alternate routes dur­
ing construction and expect 
delays during construction, 

especially for eastbound 
Michigan Avenue. Although 
construction is anticipated 
to last until mid-October, no 
work will occur during Labor 
Day weekend. Construction 
will resume after Labor Day to 
complete the outside lanes and 
then move to the inside lanes 
of Michigan Avenue. Motorists 
are advised to follow all posted 
detour routes. 

For more information on 
road projects going on in 
Canton visit www.canton-
mi.org or call the Public Works 
department at (734) 394-5150. 

Advertisement 

Spinal Stenosis 
Severe Back, Sciatica or leg pain guide that 

You Should Know About. Available free. 
Detroit, MI. - Have you tried pills, injections, therapy, surgery or massage? 
Shane L. Stanley Doctor of Chiropractic offering The Severe Back, Sciatica, 
And Disc Pain Guide for local residents suffering from severe back,'sciatica, 
and leg pain. Discover why your treatments have failedand a possible new 
solution that most doctors have -not heard of. 
Call 1-800-469-3618 (24 hour recorded message) or go to: 

www.midischerniation.com -.:•.,,•-. 

KITCHEN REFACING 
->? $500 Couniertop 

li pii'd- •> lrtfiii<rnii 

50% SAViNQS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Joe Gannon 
We're recommended 
by Joe Gannon 

SS cabinet clinic 
TheLea> 
West 734-421-8151 

North-East 586-751-1848 
WW 

'UmitedOmeffi 

Ofpecmfkivg in tffiesidentkCSf $ommercwC3$£s(x)rdion 

$• 0ustom <2?ric£ °PPor£ 

Dan's Custom Brickwork 
882 York St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
! and Rebuilt 

• 

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1.734.416.5425 
Free Estimates 

Licensed and Insured OE0S61299B 

$1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE 

Huntington 

CHOOSE ANY MONTHLY TERM 
FROM 18 TO 24 MONTHS 
We picked a great CD rate. You choose the term. When you invest 
your money in this Huntington CD, you get more than a great rate> you also get 
flexibility because Huntington lets you choose the term of your CD. Plus, you'll 
enjoy the peace of mind that comes with being FDIC insured. 

1-877-480-2345 | huntington.com 
* 
For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or visit us online. 

*Miiiimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,000. APY is current and accurate as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. A penalty will be 
<*> imposed for early withdrawal, which would reduce earnings on the account. For personal accounts of less than $100,000. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. The Huntington National Bank is an 

HUNT10632 $§j[ Equal Housing Lender and Member FDIC. ® and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2008 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 

http://www.hometownl
http://tlparksthometownlife.com
http://www.cantonmi.org
http://www.cantonmi.org
http://cooley.edu
mailto:paschabooks@sbcglobal.net
mailto:paschabooks@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bshebib@wrighHttippis.com
http://www.cantonmi.org
http://www.cantonmi.org
http://www.midischerniation.com
http://huntington.com
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I ' * PERFECT FLOORS 2008 SAVINGS 

(CARPET' VINYL » HARDWOOD • LAMiNATE 

DENSE/DURABLE PLUSH 
Choose From Many Colors |§« 
Installed witfe FREE Heavy Pad • 

OUR BEST SELLING HEAVY PLUSH 
From Mohawk & Shaw 
50 Colors • 12' & 15' Widths £ | 
7 Year MatfCrnslt/Stain Warranty*^ 
Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

OUR HEAVIEST PLUSH CARPET 
Mohawk • Premium Nylon 
Best crash & stain warranty 
12'& 15'Widths, 70 oz. 
- Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

: Sq.Ft 

(Si). Ft 

OUR MOST POPULAR BERBER 
Durable 12'& 15'Widths 
In stock for Quick Installation 
Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

OUR VERY BEST BERBERS 
15 Styles 
100's of Colors 
1%& 15' Widths Available 
Installed with FEEE Heavy Pad 

sq Ft 

1 SqFt 

BASEMENT CARPET 
^Sq.Fl Installed Sq. Ft. 

'^•ALt^NYl'.^b-Fl00RS^r-
CERAMICA Bruce 

Prefinished Oak 
^ | Sq. Ft, 3/4" Flooring 

• Beg. S2.29 
"Sped/A Buy-In Stack" 

(Ahnstrang 

15Year Finish Warranty 
Cherry, Maple & Other i 

toatSimiiarSavingsJ 

at W. Sq.Ft, 
Professional 

InatsUfttloo. 

DuPont™ 
STAINMASTER® 
Dense / Durable 
Many Colors 
Beg. $3.59 
Installed with 
FREE Heavy Pad 

DuPont™ 
STAINMASTER® 
Xtraiife 
12'& 15'Widths 

Installed with H Sq.Ft. 
FREE Heavy Pad 

Our Best Pad 

Labor 
MOHAWK SQ.FT. | Cannot be combined with any other offers Expires 9-05-08 

'GUARANTEED 
LOWEST 

v PRICE Moil, Wed, Fri 9-8; Tues & Thurs 9-6, Sat 9-5 

Sooth iLyoii 
21946 Pontiac Trail 

[south of Nine Mile Rd.} 

248437-2838 
•financing based on credit approtsl. Mini mum S6O0 purchase with 

Rochester Hills 
1015 John R 

(corner of John ft & Avon) 
248-650-5199 

Prior Orders Exempt. See store &r details. 

CITY OF PLYMOUTH 

ORDINANCE NO. 2008-03 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 78, THE CITY OF 
PLYMOUTH ZONING ORDINANCE IN THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PLYMOUTH FOR THE 
PURPOSE O F MODIFYING REGULATIONS F O R 
POLITICAL SIGNS 

Section 1 The City of P lymouth Orda ins : 

Section 78, "Zoning" in the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Plymouth is hereby amended by adding the following described text 
revisions. . 

Section 2 Modify Definition ARC Dis t r ic t Sect ion 78-169 

(27) Political sign: A temporary oign, relating to the 

opinion. 

Section 3 Modify Regula t ions for Poli t ical Signs ARC 
District Section 78-169(e) 

(11) Political signs. Political signs subject to the 
following: 

* a. PoMtwatsignS'Shallberomovett-w&hintondayo 
•following that oloetioR or-evcnt.— 

b. Saidsigns shall not boplaecd closer tfoaia-409-
fect from-any-pottmg place c-ntrancc-aitcVskaH-
ebtam-pcrmisBion from the owncr-of the • 
ppopeHy-upon whioh the oign is tobo-loeatedv 

o. No-political sign ie to oxeoed-oight equar-e-feet in 
•age&rand in 'the ease of a ground mounted 
political sign, the height may not oxceod-feay-
•aad-ono'halffoot. 

a. Politieal-sigiw-arc permitted in any use district 
fffovie-ed-thoy do not oxcocd four square feet in-
area per oido or four feet in height. 

Section 4 Modify Definition Section 78-221 

Sec. 78-221 Definitions. 

Political sign means a temporary sign, whose 
message relates to a candidate for political office, to 
a political party, to a political issue, or an 
ideological opinion. 

Section 5 Modify Section 78-225 as follows: 

Sec. 78-225 Required conditions in any use district. . 

(9) Temporary signs for special civic events may be 
permitted by the city manager. Such signs shall 
not exceed 32 four (4) square feet in area per 
side or four (4) feet in height and shall not.be 
illuminated. Permission cannot be granted for a 
temporary sign for a commercial, industrial or 
private use. 

(13) Political signs are permitted in any use district 
provided they do not exceed four square feet in 
area per side or four feet in height. Such signs-
gWBfe-be-removod with 14 days-afteg-the--
•ektcfeioft-.-

Section 6 Rights a n d Dut ies . 

Rights and Duties which have matured, penalties which have 
incurred, proceedings which have begun and prosecution for 
violations of law occurring before the effective date of this 
ordinance are not affected or abated by this ordinance. 

Section 7 Validity „ 

Should any section, clause or paragraph of this ordinance be 
declared by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the 
same will not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or part 
therefore, other than the part declared invalid. 

Section 8 Ordinances Repealed . 

All other ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this 
ordinance are to the extent of such inconsistencies hereby repealed. 

Section 9 Effective Date . 

This ordinance shall become effective one day after publication. 

Introduced: July 21, 2008 

Enacted: August 4, 2008 

Effective: November 5, 2008 

PHIL PURSELL, Mayor 
LINDA LANGMESSER, City Clerk 

Publish: August 14, 2008 
0606616430-2X11 

MANDARIN 
PAGEA1 

living and experiencing it first­
hand." 

Aksman said while there are 
hundreds of different dialects 
spoken in China, Mandarin is 
the universal dialect used by 
the government, schools, pub­
lic institutions and the media. 

Canton High School 
Assistant Principal Erin 
MacGregor was instrumental 
in developing the fourth lan­
guage to be taught at P-CEP. 

"I knew that with almost 
6,000 kids at the Park, it was 
very important we expand 
our world language offer­
ings" MacGregor said. "We 
put together a committee and 
researched it for six months, 
and all indications came back 
it should be Mandarin. 

"With the impact they're 

having in the U.S., it's a very 
logical choice," he added. 

MacGregor said offering 
Arabic was also discussed, and 
could be added in the future. 

Aksman said she's hope­
ful the Mandarin Chinese 
program at P-CEP will evolve 
into one where students will 
eventually study abroad to 
complete the experience, 

"The Internet is a huge fac­
tor in making us a smaller 
world, and kids are more 
sophisticated today in know­
ing other cultures," Aksman 
said. "Learning Chinese will 
go a long way toward a global 
relationship... a powerful mes­
sage that we're willing to learn 
their language and culture. 

"Diplomatically and strategi­
cally, those are good moves on 
a larger scale," she added. 

tbrusc3toiatiometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2172 

~» ffah 
248-662-3030 734-266-6700 

www.oakleyheating.com 

2 Ton 13 Seer A/C 
Installed from $2125 

High Efficiency A/C System 
Installed from $2575 

^kaMHf & faotfaf 
Cut High Heat Bills, 
Install a Heat Pump 
for not much more 
than an A/C System 
A Heat Pump will Air Condition 
your home in the summer as well 
as heat it in the winter months 
when running with a furnace or 
air handling unit. 

These units can save you as much 
as 50% on your energy consump­
tion over having a high efficiency 
furnace alone. Call for details. 

M 
Heat Pump installed 

from $3355.00 

90+ High Efficiency 
Furnace Installed 

from $2225.00 

Package Furnace and A/C, 
Systems Discounts 

Board grants tax 
abatement for new 
Marimba facility 

On Tuesday, the Canton Township Board of Trustees approved 
a 12-year, 50-percent tax abatement for Marimba Auto LLC for 
real and personal property that will be located in the Marimba 
industrial development district. 

The company, currently located in a leased facility in Belleville, 
is building a 130,000 -square-foot facility on Van Born Road, just 
eastofHaggerty. 

Marimba, which had been considering a move to Tennessee, is 
a global supplier and manufacturer of tubular products. 

The company is expected to bring 40 employees to Canton as 
well as hire an additional 39 workers. 

Also at Tuesday's Board meeting, the Board formalized the 
donation of the pole barn, which sits on the Bartlett-Travis house 
site, from the Canton Historical Society. 

Supervisor Tom Yack said the township has been maintaining 
and insuring the structure, but didn't have ownership. 

Rick Eva, Finance and Budget director, said it's possible that 
the township already owned the barn but that the paperwork had 
not surfaced. 

The barn is used by the Historical Society to display histori­
cal farm implements and related artifacts. Canton has a similar 
arrangement with the Society regarding the Historical Museum. 

By Tiffany L. Parks 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlife.com 

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located 
at 2101 Haggerty Rd Canton Ml 48187 (734)981-0303 on 8/29/08 
at 11:30 pm. Sales are for cash only. Removal within 24 hours. For 
sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of: 
2026 - Carin Malley - Dresser, Dryer, 20 Boxes 
3047 - Carin Malley - Entertainment Center, Mattress, 5 Boxes 
4015 - Chad Cummins - Golf Clubs, Freezer, Mountain Bike 
4031 - Charisse Dansby - Coffee Table, 10 Boxes, 1 Tote 
4263 - Shantae Matthews - TV, 2 Suitcases, 2 Totes 
4270 - Lisa Young - 8 Totes, 5 Boxes, Misc Items 
5201 - Michele Robbins - 5 Boxes, Endtable, Misc Items 
5202 - Nyeema Pinkston - Dresser, Mirror, Misc Items 
5230 -Andre Johnson - Pool Table, Chair, Misc Items 
6243 - Marchelle Moore - 10 Boxes, Sofa, Tote 
9016 - Robert Garry - Chair, Skateboard, 2 Boxes 

Publish: August 14 & 21,2008 
OE0Bei6754-2i3 

NOTICE OF SALE 
SURPLUS MAINTENANCE 

EQUIPMENT 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Plymouth, Michigan will 
accept sealed bids until 10:00-am, local time, on Wednesday, August 
27, 2008 for the sale of the following: 

Vehicle 
• 1980 OMC Lincoln Cushman Cart 

• • 1991 Trailer, Model SM-10961-T 
• Ford 2600 Tractor Model BA213C Unit 9L28B 

• Rake - ARPS 8' Utility Blade 
• Brush Hog-Woods 5'R105 

• Lincoln Arc Welder Model SA-200-F163 
• Dixie Chopper Lawnmower X2000 Quad Loop 
• Land Pride 6' PTO Mowing Attachment Flat Deck Model 
• 1136 Gallon Plastic Water Tank 
• Land Pride PTO Spreader Attachment FS700 

All equ ipment a r e be ing sold "AS I S " wi th no w a r r a n t y 
e i t he r expressed o r impl ied . 

Equipment my be inspected at the City of Plymouth Municipal 
Services Department, 1231 Goldsmith, Plymouth, MI between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 4:00 pm on Monday through Friday. Please 
call (734) 453-1234 x273 to schedule an inspection. Proposal forms 
are available at the City Manager's Office, 201 S Main, Plymouth, 
MI during regular office hour or on the City website at: 
http://www.ci.plvmouth.mi.us 

Photos of the equipment are also available online at: 
http://www.ci.plvmouth.mi.us 

The City of Plymouth reserves the right to accept or reject any or 
all bids, in whole or in part, and to waive ay irregularities. 

Publish: August 14,2008 
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^ COMMUNITY 
x-

1. Open a new Green Checking 

account and receive $25 cash 

2. Let us help you transfer 

everything to your new 

Community Financial checking 

and receive an additional $25 

3. Open any new consumer loan 

with 1 and 2 above arid receive 

a total of $100 

PLYMOUTH 
500 S. Harvey 

C A N T O N 
6355 N. Canton Center 

C A N T O N 
47463 Michigan Ave. 

NORTHVILLE 
400 E. Main 

Novi 
43350 Arena Dr. 

ffpBlia-; Offer valid on new Community Financial checking accounts with eSiatements, Direct Deposit and Visa Check Card, that have completed an RSVP Switch Kit. Consumer loan of $5,000 or more rnust be opened 
within 30 days to qualify. See branch for complete details. Offer ends August 30,2008 and is subject to change, NOJA Your savings federally insured to at least $100,000 and backed by the full faith and credit 

W f 11A of , he Un i ted States Cover r lmen ,•ESI YQllr savings also privately insured up to an additional S250,000 by Excess Share Insurance Corporation (ESI). ESI is a subsidiary of American Share Insurance. 

http://vfww.hometownlife.com
http://not.be
http://tbrusc3toiatiometownlife.com
http://www.oakleyheating.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://www.ci.plvmouth.mi.us
http://www.ci.plvmouth.mi.us
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Park path a win-win 
Linda Rupp, who lives near 

Toledo, Ohio, was visiting 
family in Westland Thursday, 
Aug. 7-

"I'm baby-sitting for my 
grandchildren this week," 
she said, keeping an eye on 
grandson Noah, 2. She was 
impressed with the new walk­
ing path at Rotary Park, at 
Florence and Christine in the 
Wayne Road-Cherry Hill area. 

"It's great," Rupp said of the 
path, the formal dedication of 
which was held at lunchtime 
last Thursday with Westland 
city officials, Westland 
Chamber of Commerce repre­
sentatives and Rotarians. 

Rupp noticed the park was 
much cleaner than in previous 
visits. 

"Much better," she said, tell­
ing Noah, "You go climb on the 
slide." 

Noah likes the park's play­
ground equipment, and soon 
tried out the swings with 
grandma's help. 

Mayor William Wild likes 
the city's 17 neighborhood 
parks (in addition to the closed 
Central City Park). He also 
appreciates the civic and ser­
vice groups that contribute to 
the parks. 

"I think they're very impor­
tant, probably even more 
so now with the closure of 
Central City Park (for environ­
mental reasons)," Wild said. 

People look at parks when 
deciding where to live, he 
added. 

The Detroit Zoo will cel­
ebrate Metro Detroit's Arab-
Chaldean community and 
culture at the Arab-Chaldean 
Festival on Saturday, Aug. 23, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The event 
is part of Summer Festivals 
at the Detroit Zoo... Like 
Nowhere Else, presented by 

- - - " * ^ C * • ' 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometownlJfe.com 

" V — " t * 
-- I if 

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Sisters Shanijy Reed-Ginyard, 9, and DaiJa Reed, 11, take a walk on the new City of Westland walking path at Rotary 
Park. Westland Rotary recently gave $13,000 to the City of Westland for the walking path at Rotary Park which was 
dedicated last Thursday afternoon. 

"I think that's one of the 
draws to our community," the 
mayor said. 

The city spends from its cof­
fers to maintain the neighbor­
hood parks, so donations from 
service clubs and other organi­
zations are a big help. 

"It doesn't leave much money 

to do improvements," said 
Wild. "We just appreciate all 
that Rotary does for the city of 
Westland." 

Holding fund-raisers over 
several years, the Westland 
Rotarians were able to donate 

" $13,000 for the walking path, 
which circles the perimeter 

ARAB-CHALDEAN FEST IS AUG. 23 

Comcast. Activities will take 
place in the plaza east of the 
Ford Education Center and 
are free with the cost of zoo 
admission. 

Comcast subscribers who 
show their bill at the ticket 
booth receive $2 off one adult 
admission. 

The Arab-Chaldean Festival 
will feature live entertain­
ment, including music by Ara 
Topouzian and dance perfor­
mances by Troupe Ta'amullat. 
There will also be food avail­
able for purchase from local 
Middle Eastern restaurants, 
calligraphy demonstrations, 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

Ihenever people find out 
what I do for a living, 
the first question they 

ask me is should they invest 
in what is hot. My standard 
answer is a question: "Should 
I take a heavy jacket on my 

next vacation?" 
Of course, 
after the ini­
tial confusion 
their answer 
is, "Well it all 
depends on 
where you're 
going." I then 
tell them it's 
the same about 
investing. It 
has nothing to 
do with what is 
hot today, but 

rather where you want to go 
with your money. 
. Too many people are stuck 
in a rut when it comes to 
investing. They remember the 
old days, when a stockbroker 
recommend buy or sell based 
on the investment du jour. 
From an investor's standpoint, 
that model has proven to be a 
failure. Few people today refer 
to themselves as stockbro­
kers — they call themselves 
financial advisers or finan­
cial counselors. However, no 
matter what the title, if it is a 
strategy that encourages con­
stant buying and selling, the 

strategy will fail today just as 
it failed in the past. 

Investors need to learn 
from the past or be destined 
to make the same mistakes. 
Before investing even one dol­
lar, you must have an overall 
long-term strategy. That said, 
there are some common mis­
takes investors continue to 
make which erodes return. 

Americans are preoccupied 
with taxes. If you want to fool 
an American about an invest­
ment, simply say you have an 
investment that will lower 
their taxes. 
' I've said many times "taxes" 

are not the issue. Your goal is 
not to lower your taxes, but to 
increase net worth. Lowering 
taxes does not automatically 
increase net worth. In fact, 
in many situations, when you 
lower your taxes, you are low­
ering your net worth. 

Another common mistake 
is relying on tips. The best 
tip I can give is to avoid "hot 
tips" at all costs. My experi­
ence with investors who buy 
stocks on a hot tip is they end 
up losing money. When you 
invest based on a tip, you are 
gambling — and the majority 
of gamblers lose. 

One other mistake inves­
tors make is falling in love 
with their investments. Your 
investments do not love you 

and you should not love them. 
The reason we invest is to 

make money and we should 
not be afraid to sell an invest­
ment that has done well in 
the past, but is no longer per­
forming. That doesn't mean 
if the investment has a bad 
year, you sell. However, if the 
investment is underperform-
ing other investments in the 
same category for a number 
of years, sell. I cannot tell you 
how many people in our area 
refused to sell Kmart even 
though the stock had many 
years of miserable perfor­
mance. Many people in our 
area continued to hold Kmart 
stock out of loyalty. Loyalty is 
fine, but not in the investment 
world. 

Even great investors who 
follow all the rules occasion­
ally lose money. That is the 
nature of investing. However, 
the better investors minimize 
their losses and maximize 
their gains by reducing mis­
takes. 

One last note and that is 
never beat yourself up over a 
mistake. Learn from it and 
become a better investor. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric read­
ers can submit questions at mon-
eymatters@hometownlife.com. For 
more information, visit Rick's Web 

of the tree-filled park. The 
club held its meeting at the 
park Thursday, joining for 
lunch with city and chamber 
representatives following the 
official ribbon-cutting for the 
path. 

-By Julie Brown 

henna art, and enrichment 
activities with animals from 
Middle Eastern countries. 

Also supported by Comerica 
Charitable Foundation, the 
Summer Festivals at the 
Detroit Zoo celebrate the cul­
tural diversity of the metro 
Detroit community. 

in the cold 
site at www.bloomassetmanage-
ment.com. You can hear Rick from 
noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK-AM 
(1400). 

Take the H&R Block Income 
Tax Course and earn extra 
income preparing taxes* 
Whether or not you go on to 
become a tax professional, 
you'll be able to complete 
your own return and 
help others with theirs. 
Bilingual students 
encouraged to enroll! 

For class times and locations, 
visit hrblock.com/taxcourses 
orcalM-800-HRBLOCK. 

Enroll now. 

H&R BLOCK1 

Y!>u got people" 

*Enrollment restrictions may apply. 
Enrollment in. or completion of, 
the HSR Block income Tax Course 
is neither an offer nor a guarantee 
of employment. **Fees for course 
materials may apply. Valid at 
participating focations, only. Void 
where prohibited, ©2008 HSR Block 
Tax Services, Inc. 9DisplayAd_E4TFF 

Call 734.451.1155 TODAY 
and arrange 

for a visit & 

37501 Joy Road 
Westland, Michigan 48185 

SELECT APARTMENTS 

Offer Good 8/1/08 - 9/30/08 
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Platinum, Gold St Silver 

HEATING & COOLING CO. 

%$.-:.X: 

• Are some rooms too hot or too cold? 
• Are you forever opening and closing registers trying to balance your home's comfort? 
D Does the sun affect one end of your home during the winter or summer causing any area of 

the home to be unbearable? 
D Are you running expensive and potentially dangerous portable heaters or fans to be comfortable? 
• Do you argue with your spouse about the thermostat? Your boss or co-workers? 
• Does your furnace orA/C run constantly but never make your living/working space comfortable? 
• Are there rooms that get little or no usage? Will any rooms become empty in the future as 

children move out or space needs change? 
• Would you like to reduce your utility bill? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions than Zoning is the Answer!!! 

s allow you to set 
different temperatures for different areas 
f your home far truly customized 

• Gold Bracelets" 
• G o l d WecKlaces 
• Wedding Bands 
• Mountings 
• Rings 

Unlock Hidden Treasures • S2S» 
for Big Cash ( F A S T / • Gold Watches 

• • Dental Gold 

HIGHEST PRICE PAID Qf,ARAP™ 

CASH 
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734-604-CASH 
Our professionals use the latest high tech testing equipment 1 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://hometownlJfe.com
mailto:moneymatters@hometownlife.com
mailto:moneymatters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://hrblock.com/taxcourses
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OUR VIEWS 

Test scores good 
way to start year 

Dr. Craig FiegeTs first year as the superintendent for 
Plymouth-Canton Schools appears to be getting off to an 
auspicious beginning. 

First came word last week Gov. Jennifer Granholm is 
increasing state funding, somewhere between $56-$112 
depending on where the district falls in the formula 
the state uses. (OK, so the total increase to Plymouth-
Canton's budget would be 

Students at all four high 
schools-Plymouth, Canton, 
Salem and Starkweather 
- recorded improvements, 
a testament to the job 
teachers are doing getting 
them ready, but largely-as 
administrators noted-also 
an indication students are 
taking the test seriously. It 
does, after all, provide them 
an ACT score (the district's 
composite ACT score climbed 
to 21.7 from 21.4, while the 
state's score remained at 
18.8). 

miniscule, but ANY fund­
ing increase is better than 
none.) 

The better news, espe­
cially in a district tha t 
prides itself on the aca­
demic prowess of its stu­
dents, is those students ' 
p e r f o r m a n c e on t h e 
Michigan Merit Exam, 
where Plymouth-Canton 
students — as they did a 
year ago, in the first year 
of the test — scored much 
higher than the stage aver­
age on tests on reading, 
writing, English-Language 
arts , math, science and 
social studies. 

Plymouth-Cantonjuniors 
improved their scores in 
five of the six test areas, 
dropping only in the i r 
social studies scores. And 
even there, they dropped 
by a lower margin (a 1-percent fall) than the statewide 
average (which fell 3 percent). 

Students at all four high schools — Plymouth, Canton, 
Salem and Starkweather — recorded improvements, a 
testament to the job teachers are doing getting them 
ready, but largely — as administrators noted — also an 
indication students are. taking the test seriously. It does, 
after all, provide them an ACT score (the district's com­
posite ACT score climbed to 21.7 from 21.4, while the 
state's score remained at 18.8). 

District officials acknowledge they still need to get bet­
ter to comply with the federal No Child Left Behind Act, 
but have no doubt they'll be able to meet the act's 2014 
deadline. 

In the meantime, in a district starting over with a new 
superintendent, and a stretched budget, the MME results 
were a good starting point. 

High school, kindergarten 
programs promising ideas 

Last week, Gov. Jennifer Granholm signed the state 
school aid bill assuring school districts that they would 
be receiving $56 to $112 more per pupil for the 2008-09 
school year, a meager 2-percent increase over last fiscal 
year. 

But the bill does include support for two Granholm 
proposals that offer some promise of improving educa­
tion on both ends of the K-12 continuum. 

The $13.4 billion school aid fund will include $15 mil­
lion for a pilot project to create smaller high schools. The 
small school concept is aimed at reducing Michigan's 
high dropout rate, particularly in the city of Detroit. 

Educators argue that large, impersonal high schools 
are a hindrance to good education. In smaller schools, 
with smaller class sizes, students are able to get more 
individual attention from teachers and have closer inter­
action with their classmates. 

The program would provide districts grants of up to 
$3 million. Districts with graduation rates of less than 
70 percent would be eligible for the grants and would be 
required to return half of the grant money if they aren't 
graduating at least 80 percent of their students by the 
third year of the program. 

Granholm had asked for a plan to raise up to $300 
million over several years by borrowing against future 
school aid revenue, but legislators rejected that idea over 
concerns about adding to the state debt. 

It will be interesting to see how successful this pro­
gram is in reversing a troubling trend at a time when 
post-secondary education is so important. 

The funding bill also provides a combined $10 million 
for early childhood education and school readiness pro­
grams. The aid package also will cut funding for half-day 
and alternate-day kindergarten and fully fund all-day 
kindergarten. This will be phased in over several years. 

The governor has advocated for all-day kindergartens 
and this plan gives state support for the idea without 
mandating it for all districts or children. 
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to the business success of our customers. 

Thanks for support 
Dear fellow residents of the Plymouth-

Canton-Northville community: 
Thank you for the overwhelming sup­

port you showed me during Tuesday's 
primary election. I worked very hard tti 
earn your 7,380 votes, not only during 
the campaign, but also during my past 
13 years as a district court prosecutor, 
assistant city attorney, civil litigator and 
criminal defense attorney. 

Thank you also to the thousands of 
people who patiently gave me their time 
while I knocked on your doors to intro­
duce myself to you. I look forward-to 
continuing to earn your trust and sup­
port during the days leading up to the 
Nov. 4 general election. ' 

With my sincere appreciation, 

candidate, 35th District Court 

Once again, Kurt Kuban reveals his 
ineptitude for his position at the Canton 
Observer. 

"Politics" as defined by Webster's 
dictionary is the practice of govern­
ment and managing of public affairs. 
What Kurt Kuban is writing about in 
his "opinions" is not politics. To destroy 
a person's reputation is not "politics." 
To assassinate a person's character is 
not "politics." To make false statements 
about some organization, person, thing, 
etc. is not "politics." It's something else. I 
won't do Mr. Kuban's job — let him fig­
ure it out as to what it is. 

Tom Yack, Canton's leader, wrote a 
letter about someone's abilities (reputa­
tion). When Kurt Kuban ran the letter, 
he should have known what the effects 
would be (damage Joan Noricks5 reputa­
tion). Should Mr. Kuban have investi­
gated these allegations before he ran Mr. 
Yack's letter? I guess he eventually did 
(board members refuted every one of 
Yack's charges). If these allegations were 
indeed false, then why would Mr. Kuban 
run them and ruin someone's reputation 
and character? What's the point? 

Because Mr. Yack's "facts" were 
wrong and so harmful, now his char­
acter comes into question. Why would 
Canton's leader, the highest paid, highest 
position in Canton, make false state­
ments and ruin someone's reputation? 
Why would a leader do it? 

Mr. Kuban wonders why Yack and 
(state Sen.) Bruce Patterson would do 
these things. Mr. Kuban should have 
asked them, but(instead stated his "opin­
ion." Well, he's wrong again — it's not 
"politics." 

As was explained to me by Mr. Kuban, 
his columns are only his opinion. Fine. 
I can accept that. But Kurt is wrong 
again. There are biased opinions; edu­
cated opinions; responsible opinions; 
stupid opinions; ignorant opinions; 
intelligent opinions; knowledgeable 
opinions; informed opinions; liberal 
opinions; and conservative opinions. 
I let every reader decide what Kurt 
Kuban's opinions are. 

Mr. Kuban wonders what our "democ­
racy" has become. I know what it has 
become when they let liberal Democrats 
such as Kurt Kuban run the circus called 

LETTERS 

the letters, personal opinion page. Just 
my American opinion. 

DanJanusis 
Canton 

McCotter wrong again 
U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, you 

are wrong! We are receiving "robot 
telephone calls" from McCotter. He is 
stating that the Dems took a vacation 
instead of voting on perks for his oil bud­
dies. McCotter was one of the congress­
men who griped when House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi instituted a five-day work 
week, instead of their current three-day 
work week. But now that McCotter's 
oil buddies need to benefit from an off­
shore drilling vote, he wants to stay and 
vote. He wants us to vote to give the oil 
company more of our resources. 

Let's look at the facts: l) In 2008, 
oil lobbyists to date have contributed 
$18,374,942 to campaigns — 75 percent 
of that to Republicans. (http://www. 
opensecrets.org/industries/indus. 
php?Ind=E01). Republicans only serve 
to benefit from helping oil companies; 
2) The oil companies currently have 
43 million acres of untapped land, but 
they want more. They do not want to 
drill what they have. We, the American 
people, should not give them more land 
when they are not drilling what they do 
have; 3) Any land drilled starting today, 
will not produce oil until 2015, and 
will not show profits until 2020; 4) Oil 
companies today, have not shared their 
profits with the American public — what 
makes anyone think they will share 
profits in the future? They are making 
record profits for themselves and their 
shareholders, not the American public; 
5) Oil companies currently get $2.8 bil­
lion in tax subsidies from the pockets 
of the American public. They have not 
shared their-tax breaks with us at the 
gas pumps. McCotter's "robo calls" state 
that if we tax their profits, they will raise 
prices at the pump. Why are we giving 
them subsidies when they are getting 
such huge tax breaks and not passing 
on their profits? 6) McCotter wants free 
capital marketization ~- we should not 
be giving tax breaks to oil companies (or 
others for that matter) who do not want 
regulation, but want a handout from the 
American public at the gas pump. 

McCotter is in bed with his oil bud­
dies — say no to helping McCotter and 
oil companies get more profits and raise 
our gas prices. 

H. Hudak 
Canton 

Election thanks 
On behalf of the Committee To Retain 

Karl Zarbo for Canton Township trust­
ee, we thank Canton residents for their 
support in the primary election Tuesday, 
Aug. 5. 

My approach is to work everyday to 
position Canton to attract new residents 
and businesses while retaining the 
existing ones. When we combine fiscal 
responsibility, $130 million in commer­
cial investment, thousands of jobs and 
growth management, the tax burden is 
lessened for residents. 

The support of others is not to be 

QUOTABLE 

taken lightly. I will continue to work to ! 

earn the trust and respect of all resi­
dents. 

I welcome the opportunity to continue * 
to answer questions and work to resolve '' 
issues of concern. Please feel free to call 
me at (734) 981-0486, e-mail me at kzar-;" 
bo@canton-mi.org, or seek me out at an 
upcoming community event. 

Karl Zarbo 
Canton \ 

Band deserves credit 
You have seen them march down Main 

Street in Plymouth and Ford Road in -; 

Canton, but now it is showtime. \ 
Your Plymouth-Canton Marching 

Band is composed of approximately • 
180 students from the three Plymouth-
Canton high schools and they have 
already begun preparing for their upcom- ; 
ing competitive marching band season. 

These dedicated students are being 
coached and taught by a phenomenal ; 
staff utilizing their own musical knowl- ; 
edge and background and infusing it 
into the members: ! 

Before the school year begins Sept. 2, \ 
the band and its staff will have put in ; 
more than 160 hours of practice during > 
"summer vacation." When the school year \ 
begins, it is practice everyday after school \ 
for approximately three hours. Saturdays ; 
are reserved for either practice or competi- • 
tion. On these days, students will dedicate ! 
some 10-plus hours toward their craft. ', 

Pit, color guard, and band — three ' 
separate units united into one body. 
Each group practicing, training, and 
honing their own specific discipline; 
then combining to create the 2008 show. 

Opportunities exist throughout the year 
to show your support for the band. Attend 
one of the band's performances. If you 
know or notice a band member, inquire 
about the season and wish them luck A 
word of encouragement goes a long way. 

Visit the band Web site at www.pcmb.. 
net and see what the band is about. Listen 
to past shows and experience how these 
students bring music to life. The "season" 
begins Sept. 13 at Novi High School, cul­
minating with the Grand Nationals in 
Indianapolis the weekend of Nov. 13-15. 

Their dedication, effort and determi­
nation deserve our utmost support! 

Carl Katafiasz 
Canton 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please . > 
include your name, address and phone number j ! 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400/ I 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space J ) 
and content. ' * ! 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 • 

Fax: 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometowniife.com 

"We attribute the Improved scores to the effort of students and the skills they demonstrate, a great job in the 
classroom by our teachers and support from the community." 

- Mike Bender, director of secondary educat ion for Ptymouth-Canton Schools, discussing the recent results of the 
Michigan Merit Exam, and the fact the distr ict 's 1lth-graders had improved scores over last year and per formed 
much bet ter than the state average 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www
http://opensecrets.org/industries/indus
mailto:bo@canton-mi.org
http://www.pcmb
mailto:kkuban@hometowniife.com
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Creative, bipartisan leadership 
needed for regional issues 

J _ 

!

attended the Detroit Chamber of Commerce 
Policy Conference on Mackinac Island in 
the week following Memorial Day. This was 

the third year in a row I represented the City of 
Farmington Hills at the Mackinac Conference. 

The Mackinac Conference is billed as a retreat 
where business and political leaders from south­
eastern Michigan come together to discuss com­
mon issues, finding solutions. However, after 

attending for three years, I have 
*- "s yet to hear or see any issues upon 

which there is cooperation or 
agreement. 

The legislators appear to talk at 
each other, not to each other. Each 
one intent on advancing their own 
agenda, which, of course, includes 
getting re-elected. The so-called 
big four — the Oakland County 

executive, the Wayne County execu­
tive, the chairman of the Macomb County commis­
sioners, and the Detroit mayor — while all profess­
ing the need and desire to cooperate, spend most of 
their time bickering with each other. 

The governor, again, gave a wonderful speech, 
asking for bipartisan support on three issues she 
believes are necessary to move Michigan forward. 
However, if past performance is any indication of 
future action, the governor's words fell on deaf ears 
and she will not exhibit the leadership skills neces^ 
sary to get the bipartisan support she needs to get 
the job done. 

If I seem skeptical that our state and regional 
leaders will put aside their political differences and 
find a common basis for solutions, it is because I 
am skeptical. Our state legislature is totally dys­
functional, and the leadership in the City of Detroit 
is too busy trying to stay out of jail to resolve city or 
regional problems. 

For three years at the Mackinac Conference 
I have heard that Cobo Hall must be expanded, 
we need a regional transit system, and we have to 
retain our college graduates in the state if we are 
to grow our economy. None of these issues require 
rocket science for solutions; they do, however, 
require alittle imagination and bipartisan coop­
eration from our state and regional leadership. 

I have given some thought to these issues and 
would suggest the following as a basis to jump start 
the discussion to finding solutions. 

• First, I am advised that Cobo Hall must be 
expanded to retain the International Auto Show, 
which I am told creates 16,000 jobs and brings 
$500 million of economic benefits to southeast­
ern Michigan each year. The expansion may cost 
up to $500 millioa Cobo Hall is presently paid 
for by taxes on alcoholic beverages in restaurants 
and bars and by a hotel tax on rooms in Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties. This tax structure 
is so that visitors to the region pay a substantial 
portion of the taxes to support Cobo Hall. 

I would suggest that the state legislature set 

up a Cpbo Hall Authority, with two representa­
tives from each of Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties and three representatives from the City 
of Detroit. This nine member authority would be 
charged with the job of (a) seeing that the bar and 
hotel tax was extended as necessary to raise the 
funds required for the expansion of Cobo Hall; (b). 
holding the City of Detroit harmless on the existing 
debt on Cobo Hall; and (c) building and maintain­
ing the expanded Cobo Hall. I would also suggest 
(although this will never happen) that all the mem­
bers of the authority be apolitical 

• Second, everyone seems to be in agree- * 
ment that future economic growth in this region 
depends, in part, on installing a regional transit 
system in at least Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties.' 

Currently, DDOT operates buses in Detroit, 
and SMART operates buses in all of Macomb and 
parts of Wayne and Oakland counties. There are a 
number of people currently advocating a light rail 
system, costing billions of dollars, as the panacea 
for a regional transit system. 

Again, I would suggest that the state legislature 
take action to establish a Southeastern Michigan 
Regional Transportation Authority with two rep­
resentatives from Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties and three representatives from the City of 
Detroit. 

This nine member authority would have the 
responsibility of taking over and merging the 
DDOT and SMART operations; extending bus 
service throughout Wayne, Oakland and Macomb 
counties; and extending the current SMART mill-
age throughout the service area. 

Once having accomplished all of the foregoing, 
then look at expanding into light rail service. 

• Lastly, I would suggest that there is a way to 
encourage our young adults who are graduating 
from our Michigan colleges and universities to stay, 
work and live in Michigan. We can do this by giv­
ing them an incentive to stay. 

If we reduce by $2,500 per student, per year, the 
state provides to its colleges and universities, and 
allow the state colleges and universities to raise 
their tuition by $2,500 per student, per year, and 
then loan each student, who so requests, the sum of 
$2,500 per year. 

At the end of four years, the students will each 
owe the state $10,000. Then; if the college graduate 
stays and works in the state, their state income tax 
would be applied to reduce their student loan until 
it is paid in full. If the graduate stays and works 
in Michigan for four years, the loan will have cost 
them nothing. If they leave after graduation, they 
will be obligated to repay the loan, and will not 
have taken our tax dollars elsewhere. 

I believe with alittle bipartisan and regional 
cooperation, Michigan can accomplish all of the 
foregoing and more. 

Jerry Ellis is mayor of Farmington Hills. 
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AARP card arrival proves again 
what goes around, comes around 

Brad Kadrich 

They found me. 
Six months before I'm chronologically 

ready for them, they found me. 
Heck, I didn't even know they were looking 

for me and they found me anyway. 
And, as they say, what goes around, comes 

around. Many years ago, I sat at my brother's 
house, chuckling heartily 
because my stepfather had 
just received his application 
to join what was then called 
the American Association of 
Retired Persons. It came in the 
mail smack-dab on his 50th 
birthday, and I (along with my 
brothers and sister) thought it 
was funny at the time. 

I'm sure wherever he is (he 
died a couple of years ago) he 

was laughing out loud last week when my own 
application to join AARP (it's now known sim­
ply by the acronym) arrived in the mail. 

When I opened it, my only thought was, 
"$%@$!" 

OK, it wasn't my only thought, but it was 
ray first thought. After that, I wondered this: 
"When did this happen? When did I get old?" 

(Note to those approaching 50 and those 
already past it: Before you write to complain, I 
know it's not old. I'm just sayin'...) 

I remember when I was 12 and baby-sitting 
for the older couple across the street. They 

' were probably in their late 20s, maybe early 
30s, but I still thought of them as "this older 
couple across the street." 

When I was 25,1 didn't want to turn 30 
because it meant I was getting older. When 
I hit 35,1 didn't want to see my 40th, for the 
same reason. Guess what I thought when I hit 
45? If you guessed, "I don't want to turn 50 
because I'll be old," you're pretty close. 

I tossed the application aside, vowing not 
to give it another thought. Which is better 
than our all-world photographer, Bill Bresler, 
did when he got his a few years ago. Bill sent 
it back (and actually still remains deep in 
denial). 

Age is only a number, although it seems to 
me I only hear people my age or older say that. 
It's becoming more so as life goes on, with 
life expectancies creeping past 80 for women, 
beyond 75 for men. It's one of the reasons, I 
think, when you hear someone "died at the 
age of 58," you hear so many people say, "Wow, 
that's young!" I heard that a lot when Tim 
Russert died. 

But even after I tossed the application aside, 
I was thinking about it. When I came to work, 

But even after I tossed the application aside, 
I was thinking about it. When i came to work, 
there was a copy of AARP - the Magazine, which 
claims in its masthead to be the world's largest-
circulation magazine. On the cover was Jack 
Nicholson, who's always been one of my favorite 
actors. It was a good story about Jack cleaning 
up his act. I paged through the magazine 
and found out Holly Hunter, also one of my 
favorites (loved her opposite Richard Dreyfuss 
in 'Always'), is the same age. So are Patricia 
Heaton ('Everybody Loves Raymond') and Andie 
McDowell (Tour Weddings and a Funeral.') 

there was a copy of AARP — the Magazine, 
which claims in its masthead to be the world's 
largest-circulation magazine. On the cover 
was Jack Nicholson, who's always been one of 
my favorite actors. It was a good story about 
Jack cleaning up his act. 

I paged through the magazine and found out 
Holly Hunter, also one of my favorites (loved 
her opposite Richard Dreyfuss inAlways), 
is the same age. So are Patricia Heaton 
{Everybody Loves Raymond) and Andie 
McDowell {Four Weddings and a Funeral). 

I also found all kinds of advertising, stories 
that show what older folks are doing with their 
lives, and even a crossword puzzle (which I 
couldn't finish). 

Go to its Web site (www.aarp.org) and you 
find a ton more stuff, on money, leisure and 
health, all designed to help you not only sur­
vive into your Golden Years, but to thrive in 
them. 

Unfortunately, even though I know age is 
only a number, although I'm sure there are 
people older than me who are in better shape 
physically, mentally and every other which 
way, ancVeven though I know aging is a natural 
part of life, there's still one thing the AARP 
hasn't helped teach me about turning 50. 

How to avoid it. 

Brad Kadrich iscommunity editor of the Plymouth 
Observer and actually looks forward to the Big Five-Oh. 
He can be reached via e-mail at bkadrichd'hometownlife. 
com or by phone at {734} 953-2153, and his blog is avail­
able on the Observer's Web site, www.hometownlife.com. 
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Not just in China: Seniors going for gold at Olympics here 

BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Charles Hutchinson (right) tosses a frisbee through a ring during last year's Western Wayne County Senior Olympics 
at Summit on the Park in Canton. This year's Senior Olympics will get under with opening ceremonies on Aug. 18. 

imt-AND COUNTY f ^ 
CONVENTION & I ' y 

VISITORS KilREAU 

Visit our Official Web Site; www.midiaiifScvij.org 

For a persona! copy of our Midland Visitor Guide, Calendar 
i Map or other brochures, contact as at 888-464-3526 

•Valid through 12/30/08 
10 % Discount on overnight guest room rates at the following Midland Hotels: Fairview Inn, the H Hotel, Hampton inn, Holiday inn, Springhitl Suites, 
Sisep Irtn, and Valley Plaza Resort. Advance reservations required and subject to availability. Hole! information available at: www.midlaodcvb.org and 
click on Hotels/Meetings. Discount coupon must be presented at Check In. 

Valid through 12/30/08 
10% discount on admission to the Aidsn 8. Dow Horns & Studio available with this coupon. Visit www.abdow.org for Information on tours 
advance reservations requested. Discount coupon must be presented. 

m- Valid through 12/30'08 
10% discount on gift shop purchase si Dow Gardens. Visit wwwdowaardens.org for more infonnaSw Discount coupon must be presented. 

BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Beijing isn't the only place to earn an Olympic 
medal this summer. 

In all, 566 senior citizens are preparing to 
compete in the 2008 Western Wayne County 
Senior Olympics, with opening ceremonies 
set for the morning of Monday, Aug. 18, in the 
Nankin Mills Recreation Area of Hines Park in 
Westland. 

The five-day event will feature a 10-mile 
bicycle race, a football toss, a soccer-ball kick, 
tennis matches, a swimming competition, 
volleyball, golf, horseshoes and less physical 
contests in baking, photography and Pinochle, 
among other events. 

Westland will serve as this year's official host, 
but competitions will be scattered among other 
communities, too. 

"We've really been trying to market this not 
only to get the involvement up, but also to show 
that any activity is better than no activity," 
Westland senior Director Barbara Schimmel-
Marcum said. 

Seniors from Westland, Garden City, 
Canton, Plymouth, Livonia, Redford, Wayne, 
Belleville, Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, 
Inkster, Northville, Sumpter Township and 

Van Buren Township plan to compete in four 
age categories: 50-59, 60-69,70-79 and 80 
and over. 

Seniors will compete for gold, silver and 
bronze medals. 

"I think it's a wonderful program for seniors," 
Garden City senior Director Cheryl Stepanian 
said. "It stresses fitness and staying active and 
healthy." 

In its fourth year, the Senior Olympics event 
has steadily grown, and 566 participants beat 
a July 31 deadline to enter this year's contests. 
Westland has the most seniors involved, with 
130 this year. 

On Aug. 18, seniors will gather in Hines 
Park for a morning run, breakfast with Wayne 
County Executive Robert Ficano and opening 
day ceremonies, including a veterans honor 
guard, the singing of the national anthem and 
a parade of cities in which representatives of 
participating communities will display their 
local flags. Westland Mayor William Wild will 
welcome the crowd, and an Olympics torch will 
be lighted. 

The games will end with a celebration and 
awards banquet on Aug. 22 at Westland's senior = 
Friendship Center. 
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Welcome to our newest full-service banking office in the Canton area. 

We're proud to be a part of the neighborhood and are ready to serve you. 

in now and ask about our $50 GiftCard offer. 

< ' , •> » • "3iiK;t "?Q#h 

During our Grand Opening celebration, you' l l receive a $50 

Amer ican Express GiftCard w h e n you open a qualifying account* 

be tween n o w and August 29th. 

$50 American Express GiftCard 

Canton, Ml 48188 

Hours: M-Th 9-5 F 9-6 Sa 9-1 
Phone; 734-495-3200 

A bank invested in people! 

^ ^ Y *When opening a new qualifying deposit account by August 29, 2008 at the Canton Michigan Beck banking oflica only, you wil! receive an Amencan Express© GiftCard. while supplies las? If your choice of gift is riot available, you writ be 
1^ -T offered another gift item of similar value, while supplies last Trie value of the card is $B0 including Tax and shipping charges and is reportable on IRS Form 1039 For this offer. The required minimum initial deposit is $50.00 for checking, savings 
" N " f i or money markat accounts and $2000.00 for certificates of deposit. Money must be new to Huntington. Offer is not valid in combination with any other offer. An Earty Account Closing Fee will apply TO accounts closed within 180 days of 
opening. Sank reserves the right to limit one gift incentive per household. 
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lor 35th District'Court Judge 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude 
to my dedicated supporters and everyone who 
voted for me in last Tuesday's primary election. 
I would also like to congratulate my well qualified 
opponents who ran spirited campaigns. 

I will continue to work hard to earn your vote 
in the November 4th election. 

Thank you, Joe Barone 

?,=iU!.r.' i h-^olated funds, by tfeeB&raus for Judge-607 S. Main St., Jrlyjaouth, MI 48170 

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard' TRS, Inc. will conduct sate(s) at Public Storage, 
(formerly Shurgard) located, at 41889 Joy Rd Canton MI 48187 
(734)254-0243 on 8/29/08 at 11:00 am. Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent 
and fees are past due. 
Personal property described below in the matter of: 
1012 - Jay D. Kilgus - 4 Totes, 4 Boxes, Golf Clubs 
1018 - Sylvia Nelson - 5 Totes, Bookcase, Washer 
1072 - Jay Kilgus - 3 Totes, Rocking Chair, Couch 
4002 - Scott Laser - 10 Boxes, Toolbox, 2 Totes 

Publish: August 14 & 21, 2008 

INVITATION TO BID 
CANTON TOWNSHIP 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept . 
sealed bids at the Office of the 'Clerk up to 3:00 pm, Thursday, 
August 28,2008 for the following: 

FELLOWS CREEK GOLF CLUB - GROUND SERVICE 
BUILDING ADDITION 

Project includes the renovation and expansion of 
the golf course maintenance building, removal and 
replacement of golf course parking lot and 
sediment removal from irrigation pond. 

Bid documents are available to pick up at Siegal/Tuomaala 
Associates, 29200 Northwestern Hwy, Southfield, MI 48034. A 
nonrefundable fee of $60.00 will be charged for the bid packet. A 
5% bid bond will be required. 

Bid documents are on file and available for review at Canton • 
Township Hall- Engineering 2nd Floor. 

The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of services. 

The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, in whole 
or in part, and accept only the bid deemed to be in the best interest 
of the Township. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
Publish: August 14 and 17, 2008 

0608616342-2*4 
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Two-a-days launched 
Livonia Churchili varsity football coach John Filiatraut looks to make a throw to his receivers during practice Tuesday afternoon. Teams from around 
the area and across the state began official practice under comfortable temperatures and dry climate. 

Schmitt 

Weather cooperates for qridders 
BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The first days of high school football 
practice in recent years have been like 
doing laps inside a sauna. 

But on Monday and Tuesday, teams in 
Redford, Garden City and everywhere else 
in Observerland enjoyed relatively cool, 
comfortable temperatures and low humid­
ity as they geared up with two-a-days. 

"The weather's been wonderful," noted 
Redford Union head football coach Miles 
Tomasaitis, watching some passing drills 
at Tuesday evening's practice. "We haven't 
had as many concerns about weight loss 
(due to dehydration)." 

Tomasaitis said the team continues 
doing conditioning and other weight room 
work in morning sessions before going out 
onto the field for calisthenics and various 
drills. 

On Thursday evening, players will don 
the full gear for the first time. 

Although the weather provided a nice 
change of pace for the second week of 
August, the veteran Panthers' coach 
wouldn't mind it heating up a bit before 
the start of the season (Thursday, Aug. 
28, at Dearborn Heights Crestwood). 

"They can work a lot harder (with 
bearable temps)," Tomasaitis said. "But 
my only concern and my only fear at 
this point in time is (that on) the 28th 
of August, it will be 85 at 7 p.m. and 
the humidity will be 65 percent." 

He said that with a knowing chuckle. 
"That's just the way it seems to work 
out." 

Over at Garden City, seniors Robert 
Snyder and Zack Griwicki were bounc­
ing back onto the field after taking a 
short break. 

They had been working hard, but 
there wasn't much perspiration to be 
found. 

"It (weather) is not that bad," Snyder 
said. "But we are working hard." 

Snyder added that, with the cooler 
weather, players will be able to keep 
pushing right to the end of the day. 

"With it being cooler, we can work 
harder and not be as worried about 
passing out or anything," Griwicki said. 
"As long as we're well hydrated we can 
go out there." 

While Snyder, Griwicki and other 
teammates began the next segment of 
practice with laps, Cougars' head coach 
Mike Salter concurred that the weather 
should prove beneficial in the area of 
players maintaining their energy level. 

Salter, like Tomasaitis, did see one 
potential pitfall. 

"It makes it a little easier on the 
kids," Salter explained. "But if it gets 
hot again next week or the first week of 
the season it might hurt us a little bit." 

Garden City opens the season 
Thursday, Aug. 28, at Taylor Kennedy. 

tsmithHihometownt i fe.com 

Olympian Schmitt 
denied in 200 free 

Canton swimmer Allison 
Schmitt's quest to win an indi­
vidual medal in the 2008 Summer 
Olympics fell short by the smallest 
of margins Monday morning at the 
Water Cube in Beijing, China, when 
she failed to reach the finals in the 
200-meter freestyle by one-hun­

dredth of a second. 
Schmitt's semi­

final clocking of 
1:58.01 was good 
enough for ninth 
place. France's 
Ophelie-Cyrielle 
Etienne placed 
eighth, nipping 
Schmitt after 
touching in 1:58.00. 

Only the top eight semifinalists 
from the two heats qualified for 
Tuesday's finals as Italy's Federico 
Pellegrini, who set a world record a 
night earlier in 1:55.45 in the first 
prelim, captured the semifinal in 
1:57-23. 

Slovenia's Sara Isakovic posted 
the top semifinal time: 1:56.50, 
while Schmitt's U.S. teammate 
Katie Hoff, advanced with a second 
in 1:57.01. 

The 18-year-old recent graduate 
of Canton High School was seeded 
seventh going into the semifinals 
following Sunday night's first 
preliminary heat where she was 
finished second and was clocked in 
1:57-38. 

But Schmitt, who swims 
for Michael Phelps' coach Bob 
Bowman, was well off of her 
Olympic Trials performance last 
month in Omaha, Neb., where she 
posted a personal best of 1:55.92 
(finishing runner-up to Hoff). 

Schmitt, headed this fall to the 
University of Georgia, can still 
capture an Olympic medal as she 
is expected to be a member of the 
U.S. 4 x 200 freestyle relay contin­
gent that will compete for a medal 
on Wednesday. 

The U.S. has captured the gold 
medal in the women's 4 x 200 free­
style relay every year it's been an 
Olympic event. 

thrive on competition 
BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Talented teams that work harder than 
others usually win. 

Madonna University's 2008 wom­
en's volleyball team qualifies on both 
accounts even though the first regular 
season match isn't until Aug. 20 against 
Spring Arbor (The annual game against 
the alums is 7 p.m. Friday). 

To illustrate, both senior outside hitter 
Lubovj Tihomirova and junior defen­
sive specialist Brynn Kerr (Churchill/ 
Schoolcraft) walked around the athletic 
„ _ • _ _ _ _ _ _ » _ _ _ _ „ complex fol-

VOLLEYBALL W i g a d o u -
ble practice 
late last week 

with sheets of shrink-wrapped plastic 
holding ice packs in place on their shoul­
ders and backs. 

"We have 15 players, all talented," noted 
22nd-year head coach Jerry Abraham. 
"From Day l that's been our whole sort of 
theme is (that) the competition is fierce, 
extremely fierce." 

Both Tihomirova, the All-American 
outside hitter from Latvia, and Livonia's 
Kerr were part of the 2007 Crusaders 
team that finished 35-12 and won the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
— not to mention advancing to the NAIA 
National Tournament. 

Yet both players are working so hard 
at practice they can barely move after­
ward because they want to finish the 
job this time around. They already 
sense this can also be a special year. All 
but recent Madonna graduates Jacqui 
Gatt (Churchill) and Amy Szymanski 
(Redford/Ladywood) are back, too. 

"There's always a place for improve­
ment, no matter how hard you work" 
said Tihomirova, 22, who lived with a 
Redford family during her first season at 
Madonna. "With this team, we're pushing 
really hard and we go further every day in 
practice. I see improvement every day." 

MADONNA SPORTS INFORMATION 

Please see VOLLEYBALL, B3 
Strong work ethic and defensive ability make Livonia Churchill alum Brynn Kerr 
an important player for Madonna's volleyball team. 

Dynamic boxer, 69, 
wins Ringside belt 

BY BRAD EMONS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Livonia's Paul Soucy continues to prove you're never 
too old to step into the ring. 

The 69-year-old trainer and boxer, who took a 10-
member contingent from Westland's Dynamic Boxing 
Club to last week's Ringside World Championships, came 
away with the 165-pound title for men ages 65-70 with 
pair of victories at the KCI Expo Center in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

Soucy garnered his third Ringside World 
Championship belt in four years by rallying in the final 
round after taking an standing 
eight-count in the second, aveng­
ing aloss last year to 70-year-old 
Ron Guidry of Baton Rouge, La. 

Soucy also won his first match 
with a unanimous decision of 
Michael Tarnaw of Madison, 
Wis. 

The tournament featured 
1,500 participants from around 
the world, including competitors 
from as far away as China and 
just over the border from Canada. 

"They have six rings going at 
once, two sessions per day, it's 
just an awesome tournament," Soucy said. 

Also coming away with a title for Dynamic was 16-
year-old super-heavyweight Dan Smith of Garden City, 
the USA Junior Olympic national champion, who fin­
ished 2-0 in the Boys 16-17 age division. 

Smith defeated a pair of local boxers from Kansas City, 
Brandon Carmack and Chris Walker, en route to the 
title. 

Also turning in an impressive performance for 
Dynamic was Wyandotte's Gabriel Garza, who fell to 
Indiana's Anthony Sims Jr. in the Boys 13-14 final. 

The 13-year-old Garza, who finished 4-1 during the 
five-day tournament which started on Wednesday, lost 
a close decision in the final to the nation's top-ranked 
boxer. 

"All of Gabriel's fights were tough," Soucy said. "A lot of 
people there thought he won that match." 

The tournament 
featured 1,500 
participants from 
around the world, 
including competitors 
from as far away as 
China and just over 
the border from 
Canada. 

bemonsiloe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2123 

MU adds eager 

Madonna University 
men's basketball coach 
Chuck Henry added 
his third recruit for the 
2008-09 season with 
the signing Wednesday 
of Kirtland Community 
College's 6-foot-S forward 
Leroy Allen (Detroit/ 
Dearborn Henry Ford 
Academy). 

During his sophomore 
year, Allen averaged 9.5 
points and 9-4 rebounds 
for Kirtland under coach 
Ty McGregor. He joins '-1 
Jon Jacicuk and Kevin 
Henry in Henry's latest 
recruiting class. 

"Leroy brings experi­
ence to our roster after 
two years at Kirtland,'' 
Henry said. "He has. 
proven he can play on the 
collegelevel and will help 
us in our quest to capture 
at WHAC champion­
ship and advance in the 
national tournament." 

White signs SS 
Madonna University 

women's Softball coach 
Al White announced 
the signing Wednesday 
of Monroe High School 
shortstop Katie Cooley to 
an NAIAletter-of-intent. 

As a junior Cooley 
made first-team All-
Mega Conference Red 
Division for the Trojans, 
who captured Division 
1 district and regional 
titles. She was also a prep 
teammate of fellow MU 
recruit Amanda Straub 
and Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference 
Newcomer of the Year 
Jess Irwin, who just fin­
ished her freshman year 
at-MU. 

Cooley, who plans 
to major in Sports 
Management, gradu­
ated Summa Cum Laude 
and was a member of the 
honor roll and National 
Honor Society while at 
Monroe. 

"Our staff was very 
pleased to signee Katie 
this late in the game," 
White said. "She's goingto 
be a nice addition to our 
club for next season. The 
program Coach (Vuice) 
Rossi has built at Monroe 
produces great kids and 
even better people. We're 
glad to have another one 
of his players to go along 
with Jessand Amanda." 

Charity hoops 
TheCouncilof '. 

Orthodox Christian 
Churches and Wright & 
Filippis will stage charity 
basketball game to ben­
efit Children's Hospital 
of Michigan beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 4 at Livonia 
Franklin High School, 
located at 31000 Joy Road 
(between Merriman and 
Middlebelt roads). 

The game will feature 
the AmpuTeam Spartans 
against the Saints. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at the door. Suggested 
donations are $10 for 
adults and $5 for seniors 
and children (ages 11-8). 

For advance tickets, 
call Richard Shebib of the 
COCC at (734) 422-0278; 
or e-mail paschabooks@ 
sbcglobal.net; or Brad 
Shebib at (248) 829-8327; 
or e-mail bshebib@ 
wright-filippis.com. 

http://bemonsiahometowniife.com
http://www.hometownlife.com
http://tsmithHihometowntife.com
http://bemonsiloe.homecomm.net
http://sbcglobal.net
http://wright-filippis.com
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Saw1*1*- Expectations rise for 
Lady Ocelot spikers 

4 FALL 

Don't complain about 
the leaves. Get even. 

THESIER EQUIP. CO. 
28342 PONTIAC TRAIL 
SOUTH LYON, Ml 48178 

(800)870-9191 
WWW.GREENTRACT0RS.COM 
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BY TIM SMITH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Shortly after Schoolcraft met 
Madonna University in Tuesday's 
volleyball scrimmage, Lady 
Ocelots' head coach Rich Lamb 
thought his team gained valuable 
experience that will help it dur­
ing the soon-to-begin Michigan 
Community College Athletic 
Association. 

"I think it is" a confidence-
booster, said Lar&b about the 
four-team scrimmage that also 
included the host Crusaders, 
Owens and Kalamazoo Valley 
community colleges. "Jerry 
(Abraham, Madonna head 
coach) has a great program here 
and for us to even be close and 
play well against them is really 
good for us." 

Lamb, beginning his second 
season at the helm, and a roster 
featuring five solid sophomore 
returnees and several promising 
freshmen will begin finding out 
just how valuable the preseason 
test will be. 

Schoolcraft (29-17 overall and 
14-2 in the conference, good for 
second place) opens the season 
Friday, Aug. 22 at Delta College 
with matches against the host 
Pioneers and Alpena Community 
College. 

Another test will be seeing how 
well several talented freshmen 
step in to help fill the void created 
by the graduation of standouts 
Carly DeClerq (first-team All-
Eastern Conference) and second-
teamers Stacy Urbats, Amanda 
Ballnik and Lauren Braun. 

FASTER, QUICKER 
Schoolcraft, the coach empha­

sized, will attempt to mix things 
up this season, too. 

"We're trying to play faster 
than we did last year," Lamb said. 
"That was one issue, At times (in 
2007) we seemed a little slow and 
a little predictable. 

"So we're trying to design some 
things that will make us less 
predictable, such as making our 
middles more active." 

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 

Starting at middle blocker will 
be sophomore Whitney Clay, 
who the coach said is a strong 
performer as well as floor leader. 
"She's very knowledgeable, she 
seems to understand everything 
on the floor and that!s a real 
asset" 

Clay also is breaking in prom­
ising freshmen middle blockers 
Emily Bronkema and Jennifer 
Brunik, both from McBain High 
School near Cadillac, Mich. 

Also expected to make their 
presence felt in the front row 
will be 6-0 sophomore outside 
hitter Virginia Butler (Canton/ 
Westland John Glenn) and 
sophomore right-side hitter and 
Livonia Churchill alum Sarah 
Button. 

Lamb said Butler (about 500 
kills in 2007) was an All-Region 
12 player and could very well 
be "a candidate for player of the 
year" this season if she continues 
her upward path. 

Button, meanwhile is the 
squad's best blocker but is 
improving in the passing and 
serve-reception areas. She also 
can hit. "We may use her as an. 
outside hitter as well and move 
her around." 

BEGINNING TO GEL 
Rounding out the handful of 

sophomores are defensive spe­
cialists Marissa Daron (Howell) 
and Hillary Colomina. Daron's 
versatility should make her a 
valuable player again this season 
while Lamb said Colomina so far 
in practice is opening some eyes. 

"She (Colomina) has been a 
surprising back row player for us 
so far in practice," Lamb said. 

Both Butler and Button said 
they think the team is meshing 
quickly, which they partly attri­
bute to players and the coaches 
being familiar with each other 
from last season. 

"Now that it's coach's second 
year it's easier going into the flow 
and I think we're going to have a 

great team," Butler stressed. "... 
We started out a lot stronger the 
first week of practice than we did 
last year. 

"We just seem to flow better, 
everybody plays good together." 

Butler said Schoolcraft will 
be working toward the team 
goal of winning the regionals 
and Button agrees that the Lady 
Ocelots could make a lot of noise. 

"We have a good foundation of 
sophomores and returning with 
the same coaching I think it will 
be a real good transition from last 
year to this year," Button said. 
"And helping getting the fresh­
men getting settled in. We have 
some real good recruits." 

Among the promising new­
comers is Churchill grad and 
libera candidate Jordan Kerr. 

"She's incredibly quick and can 
read a block really well," Lamb 
said. "She can read a hitter very 
well." 

Because Kerr excelled as a 
softball player in high school, she 
also has the arm strength to be a 
power server. 

UP TO SPEED 
Other freshmen who will defi­

nitely see plenty of playing time 
are setters Brittany Denter and 
Katie Williams (South Lyon), 
both vying for the starting role. 

Denter led Kingsley in assists 
and kills her senioryear while 
Williams helped set up three 
players who Lamb said are bound 
for Division-1 colleges. 

"They're both on a pretty steep 
learning curve right now" Lamb 
said. "That's typical of a fresh­
man setter. We're asking them to 
do things they're not really used 
to and it's just going to take some 
time. They're just struggling with 
the speed of the game right now." 

Also looking to make an early 
impact is 6-0 outside hitter 
Kaitlyn Litteral (Wyandotte 
Roosevelt), who excelled as a 
middle blocker in the Mega 
Conference. 

"She can play defense pretty 
well and she's learning a new 
position," said Lamb. 

(3> SUBURBAN 
^MJ Suburban Honda 

2008 Accord V6,4 door, automatic 
0.9% APR 

up to 36 months with approved credit 

2008 Odyssey LX 

239/m°* / i .^v 
Lease or 

0.9% APR 

36 month lease, $1999 due at signing, 12,000 miles/year 

Financing up to 36 months with approved credit 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
(Just off the 1-96 & 1-275 Freeways) 

21500 Haggerty Rd. 866-386-6532 
www. suburb anhonda. com 

5 off I 
Any Service [ 
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[ X J Tire rotation J 
J & brake inspection [ 
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G\ SUBURBAN 
^^J Suburban Acura 

359' 
Lease 

2008 Acura TL 
Automatic 

mo. 

36 month lease, $1999 due at signing, 10,000 miles/year 

2008 Acura RDX 4WD 

1.9% APR 

up to 36 months with approved cuiLt 

For a personalized Acura Quote, Text Acura to 32075 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
(Just off the 1-96 & 1-275 Freeways) 

25000 Haggerty Rd. 866-204-0526 
www. suburbanacura. com 

Soffj j$15 Tire rotation [ 
Any Service J J & brake inspection J 

"Plus tax, title, doc. and credit approval. 


