
Local author pens 
book on Motor City 
Rock Y Roll 
lilt r 

The Big Event 
University says 

thanks in a big way 
American Profile 

August 7r 2008 

75 cents WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

www.hometownlife.com 

Canton Library Director Eva Davis 

(left) congratulates Parminder 

Kaur of Canton, who pushed the 

library's 2008 circulation to one 

million items when she checked 

out some materials on July 23. 

Canton's Parminder Kaur 
received a bit of a surprise 
when she checked out some 
materials during a July 23 
visit to the Canton Public 
Library. Little did she know 
that her checkout would put 
the library's total circula­
tion at 1,000,000 items for 
2008. 

Kaur was rewarded for 
her special checkout with a 
free library tote bag filled 
with prizes from the library 
and $50 Jungle Java gift 
certificate. 
, According to Library 

Director Eva Davis, the 
library has experienced an 
annual circulation increase 
averaging nearly 5 percent, 
which has pushed the one 
million circulation mark 
to an earlier point in the 
calendar each year since 
November of 2002 — when 
the library reached the mile­
stone for the first time. 

The library was par­
ticularly busy in July, when 
184,836 items were checked 
out. The total was the 
library's all-time record for a 
single month. 

Davis said the increased 
use of the library probably 
has a lot to do with the poor 

1 economy and the fact that 
people are looking for cheap 
things to do closer to home. 

"Overall, library usage has 
been up, which is typical in 
times of economic hardship," 
said Davis. "Summer read­
ing participation is high this 
year and that has increased 
our circulation. Also, we 
have removed limits on some 
items in response to patron 
requests, so they are free to 
check out more items at a 
time. The public library is 
a great deal when you are 
watching your budget." 

Kurt Kuban 

For more coverage of other area races and the latest poll numbers, visit hometownlife.com 

McLaughlin 
contentious 

rival in 
race 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In nabbing the Republican 
nomination Tuesday, Melissa 
McLaughlin is poised to become 
the next Canton Township trea­
surer. 

McLaughlin, a longtime trust­
ee who pulled 
m 61 percent 
of the vote over 
Joan Noricks, 
will run unop­
posed in the 
November gen­
eral election. 

"I'm very 
excited," said 
McLaughlin, 

who celebrated her victory with 
her husband, John, two sons, 
Ian and Bryan, and friends. 

In total, McLaughlin 
received 3,160 votes to 2,030 
for Noricks, the longtime presi­
dent of the Canton Community 
Foundation. 

"I voted for Melissa 
McLaughlin because she per­
sonally came to my door and 
spoke with me," said Canton 

McLaughlin 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Please see TREASURER, A3 Joan Noricks gets a hug from outgoing Canton Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter at an election night party. 

Incumbents lead 
way to victory 
in trustee race 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After a few moments of 
attempting to get a glance of 
the computer screen through 
the small crowd, the woman 
gave up, turned to Pat 
Williams and asked: "Are 
you winning?" 

Williams, later chosen as 
one of the four Republican 
trustee candidates to 
advance to the November 
election, responded, "We're 
doing good. It's not final but 
we're doing good." 

On Tuesday night, 
Williams and his supporters 
gathered around two com­
puters at his home to moni­
tor the township's election 
results as they poured in. 

When Williams, a politi­
cal newcomer, learned that 
he had advanced out of the 
primary, he celebrated with 
Trustee Todd Caccamo and 
trustee candidate John 

Anthony 

Anthony. 
The three, 

along with 
Trustee 
Karl Zarbo, 
received 
the largest 
number of 
votes out of 
the seven 
Republican 
candidates 
running for 
a seat on the 
board. 

Democratic 
trustee can­
didate Syed 
S. Taj also 
solidified his 
spot on the 

general election ballot with 
2,071 votes. He is the only 
Democrat in the race. 

Caccamo, who is wrap­
ping up his first term, was 
the highest vote-getter out 
of the trustee candidates by 
pulling in-3,616 votes (22 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Todd Caccamo (second from left) was the top Republican vote-getter in 

the trustee race. His wife, Kay, is at left. Political newcomer Pat Williams, 

with his wife Nancy, earned third place in voting. Both will appear on the 

November general election ballot. 

Zarbo 

percent), Zarbo got 3,014 
(just under 19 percent), 
Williams brought in 2,815 
(17 percent) and Anthony 
had 2,732 (17 percent). 

Fred Bolden, a longtime 
Canton activist, earned 
1,767 votes to finish fifth, 
followed by newcomers 
Mike Andro (1,694 votes) 
and Jaldhar Prasad (565 
votes). 

"Obviously, I'm flattered 
with the results and I'm 
motivated to keep doing 
what I do," Caccamo 
said. 

"I'm happy that people can 
see that I'm trying to do the 
right thing. It's about more 

substance than show." 
After the final numbers 

were reported, Anthony, a 
former FBI agent, clasped 
the hand of his wife, Gloria, 
and credited her with his 
victory. 

With Taj on the 
ballot, Anthony said his 
seat on the board isn't guar­
anteed and he's ready to 
continue campaigning for 
November. 

"I didn't get into this thing 
to stop in August," he said. 
"I'm looking forward to the 
challenges ahead." 

tlparks@hotnetownlife.com 

(734) 953-2170 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRiTER 

It will be Jim Plakas of 
Northville Township and Joe 
Barone of Plymouth Township 
in the Nov. 4 general election 
race for 35th District Court 
judge. 

Plakas won the field-of-six 
primary Tuesday with 7,380 
votes, followed by Barone with 
4,937. 

Martha Snow of Northville 
Township finished third 
with 4,689 votes. The rest 
of the field had Cam Miller 
of Plymouth fourth with 
4,314 votes; followed by 
Jim Malinowski of Canton 
Township with 1,174 votes 
and Art Butler of Plymouth 
Township with 288. 

Plakas finished first in 
Plymouth Township, Canton 

Please see JUDGE, A3 
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PLYMOUTH'S "BEACON HILL"! ONLY 13 
INDIVIDUALIZED CUSTOM HOMES ENJOY 
"LIGHTHOUSE COURT11...always revered for its homes, 
lot sizes and location. Architect-designed with 4 bedrooms, 
formal DR,, a library with alcove/computer station, 2 1/2 
baths, FR with FP,' WINDOWS, OVERSIZED 1st FLOOR 
LAUNDRY, brick terraces/walks, etc. IMPECCABLY 
MAINTAINED! $375.000. (734) 649-2175. 
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ITC tree removal 

Over the next couple of 
weeks, crews working for the 
International Transmission 
Company (ITC) will be mark­
ing trees for removal in the 
high power electric corridor 
that runs through Canton. 
Federal guidelines necessitate 
the clearing to ensure there are 
no disruptions to their service. 
All trees designated for remov­
al will be marked on the cor­
ridor side of the tree. In some 
instances, trees that are within 
their safety boundary could 
be located on, or near, private 
property. In those cases, ITC 
will negotiate with the prop­
erty owner. 

For questions or concerns 
please call ITC directly at (877) 
483-4839. 

Newcomers welcome Dr. 

The public is invited to 
spend an evening socializing, 
enjoying refreshments from 
Carrabba's Italian Grill and 
Back Home Bakery, getting 
to know your "neighbors" and 
signing up for 20-plus inter­
est groups (Book Club, Bunko, 
Playgroups, Chick Flick, 
Couples Social, Scrapbooking 
to name a few) at the Canton 
Newcomers Wednesday Sept. 
3 adult general meeting at 
Workman Elementary, 250 
Denton Road (at Cherry Hill 
Road). 

A special meet/greet 
is scheduled from 7-7:30 
p.m. with newly appointed 
Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Superintendent Craig Fiegel. 
This is the Newcomers' season 
kickoff meeting. Huntington 
Bank is sponsoring the event. 
All remaining 1st Wednesday 

of the month meetings will be 
held at Sunflower Clubhouse, 
45800 Hanford. This social, 
civic and charitable organiza­
tion will also host a raffle to 
benefit a local charity. 

To order a complimentary 
September newsletter that will 
arrive a few days before the 
meeting, visit www.canton-
newcomers.org or call Noreen 
at (734) 981-0486. 

Plymouth-Canton Head 
Start 

The Plymouth Canton Head 
Start program will host an ice 
cream social from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 13 at 
Sheldon Head Start, 44649 
Michigan Avenue, Canton. 
Head Start is now enrolling 
children in its free preschool 
program. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 326-6271. 
School supplies giveaway 

Way of Life Christian Church 
is giving away free backpacks 
filled with school supplies. The 
picnic and giveaway will be 
held from 2-6 p.m., Aug. 31, 
at UAW 735,48055 Michigan 
Avenue (west of Beck Road), 
There will be refreshments and 
activities for children of all 
ages. Pastors Fred and Helen 
Canty and the Way of Life con­
gregation will be on hand and 
would love to meet your fam­
ily. For more information, call 
(734) 482-0068. 

Marching band fund­
raiser 

The Plymouth-Canton 
marching band is hosting 
its annual "Car Washathon" 
on Saturday, Aug. 9 at the 
Plymouth High School parking 
lot in Canton from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Plymouth High School is 
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DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers.... 

\. "Catching a snooze 
I at Happy Hounds 

io fun I" 

/ 

Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details 

-h\ 

*& 

Rumba 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & comparison 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY.. .IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" 

located at 8400 Beck Road in 
Canton. The car Wash is free. 
Money is raised through pledg­
es gathered by approximately 
200 band members. 

Individual band members of 
the not-for-profit organization 
are accepting between one half 
cent to two cents for every car 
washed of a donation prior to 
the day's activities. The band 
expects to wash about 1,000 
vehicles. Donations are tax 
deductible. -

"The Car Washathon" is 
one of the biggest fund-rais­
ers of the year," said Scott 
Ragland, president of the 
2008 Plymouth Canton Music 
Boosters. "The money raised 
helps the kids with participa­
tion fees to be in the band, 
including uniforms, instruc­
tion, and the cost to attend 
band camp in August. The car 
wash itself is fun for the kids 
and parents alike." 

Free Bilingual children's 

Join Bilingual Fun for a 
morning of stories, music, 
dancing, and fun activities. 
Children of all ages will be 
exposed to the Spanish lan­
guage at this upbeat and inter­
active story time, which will 
be held at 11 a.m., Aug. 13 at 
Borders Books and Music in 
Canton. The event is free. No 
registration required. Contact 
info@bilingualfun.com or visit 
www.bilingualfun.com for 
more information. 

Willow Run air show 
kThe Yankee Air Museum's 

2008 "Thunder Over 
Michigan" Air Display, 
which will include the par­
ticipation of the U.S. Navy's 
F/A-18C Hornet Single-Ship 
Tactical Demonstration and 
the U.S. Air Force's F-16C 
"Viper" Single-Ship Tactical 
Demonstration teams, will 
coincide with this year's 10th 
Anniversary Air Display Aug. 
9-10 at Willow Run Airport. 

The two teams will put their 
respective jets through "hard 
core" demonstrations reaching 
speeds over 700 mph, which is 
just under the speed of sound. 
The pilots will pull in excess of 
8 G's in their maneuvers and 
will show the tactical capa­
bilities of these modern fighter 
jets. These single-ship demos 
will show them flying as low as 
500 feet and climbing straight 

up to altitudes of over 15,000 
feet. 

Special guest Gunnery 
Sgt. R. Lee Ermey will sign 
autographs and take pictures 
within the Yankee Air Museum 
tent. Ermey starred in the 
film "Full Metal Jacket" and 
was nominated in 1988 for a 
Golden Globe award for his 
role. Currently he is working 
on two films that are in pro­
duction, "Cat Tale" and "Black 
Mountain." He has been in 
numerous other films and tele­
vision shows for nearly the last 
30 years. 

General admission tickets 
are on sale until Aug. 8 for $20 
each and then $25 at the gate. 
Parking is also discounted to 
$5 per vehicle right now and 
will be $10 at the gate. Tickets 
are available at www.startick-
etsplus.com, or by phone at 
(800) 585-3737, or visit any 
Meijer store and purchase 
at the StarTicketsPlus kiosk. 
All proceeds will be used to 
rebuild a new museum com­
plex. In October 2004, the 
museum suffered a devastating 
fire in which the entire WWII 
hangar and most of its contents 
were lost. 

For more information, visit 
www.YankeeAirMuseum.org. 

Preschool open house 
and sale 

Plymouth Children's 
Nursery, a co-op preschool for 
children age 3 to 4, is having 
an Open House from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Aug. 7 and 8. Come 
visit the school located at 5828 
N. Sheldon Road (just north 
of Ford) in Canton and learn 
about how a co-op works and 
how your child will learn and 
grow through play. The school 
will also have a sale at the 
same time. Items include toys, 

> books, stuffed animals, house­
hold items, bikes, typewriters, 
records and much more. 

Chamber golf classic 
The Canton Chamber of 

Commerce will host the 2008 
Chamber Golf Classic on 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Pheasant 
Run Golf Club. Registration for 
the fund-raising event begins 
at 8:30 a.m. 

There are several packages to 
participate available. 

The Golf for Four 
Sponsorship Package is $650, 
and includes golf for four with 
a tee or green sponsorship, 

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, August 18, 2008, Tate & Co. 
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space Storage, will 
be offering for sale under the judicial lien process by public auction, 
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally 
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash 
only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any and all 
bids. The sale will be at the ' following location: EXTRA SPACE 
STORAGE, 6729 N. CANTON CENTER RD„ CANTON, MI 48187 
AT 12:00 P.M. 

Alan Ray Brown - D153 10x20 - 13+ Totes, Propane Boat Heater, 
Shop Vac, 2 Wheel Grinder, Big 
Daddy's Gun Safe, Garden Tools 
in Container, Lamp, Arrows & 
Quiver, Fishing Rod, Saw. Table, 
Gun Case, Tennis Racket, Misc. 
Sports Equip., Misc. Tools. 

Publish: July 31 and August 7,2008 
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Vietnam Veterans Post 528 member Bob Lamoureux (from left), Sharon 
and Brian Metzger of Canton and Lynn Oery from REMAX Classic of Canton 
display some of the more than 100 cell phones the post and REMAX have 
collected as part of an effort to provide our troops overseas with free 
calling cards. For every cell phone that is turned in they are able to provide 
the calling cards to the troops. They will be collecting cell phones at the 
Vietnam Veterans car shows Wednesdays at 1426 S. Mill Street in Plymouth. 
In addition, Dery will be at the Aug. 23 car show at the UAW HALL on 
Michigan Avenue in Canton. Also the post is accepting old American flags 
that need to be retired, and will replace them with new flags (while supplies 
last). For more information, contact Gary at (734) 459-6700. 

signage at the course, recogni­
tion at the dinner banquet, and 
a plaque, plus 18 holes of golf, 
with cart, continental break­
fast, lunch at the turn, bever­
ages on the course, dinner, gift 
package, awards & prizes. 

The Golf for Four Package. 
is $550, and includes golf 
with cart for four, continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, 
beverages on the course, buf­
fet dinner banquet, prizes, and 
gift package. 

Individual golf is $150 and 
includes golf with cart, conti­
nental breakfast, lunch at the 
turn, beverages on the course, 
buffet dinner banquet, prizes, 
gift package, and more. 

For those who only want din­
ner, the cost is $35. 

To register for the event or 
for more information, visit the 
Chamber Web site at www.can-
tonchamber.com or call (734) 
453-4040. 

Leadership Canton 
Leadership Canton is now 

accepting applications for the 
2008-2009 leadership class. 
This is. an eight month class 
from October through May 
designed to help current and 
potential leaders broaden their 
awareness of leadership oppor­
tunities in the Canton com­
munity. 

Registration deadline is 
Aug. 15. The cost of the class is 
$800. Each day long seminar 
includes lunch. 

Leadership Canton is a joint 
collaboration between Canton 
Township and the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce. For 
more information, call the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 
office at (734) 453-4040 or e-
mail eventscoordinator@can- • 
tonchamber.com. 

Literary arts class 
Literary Arts Class For 

Children - Embark On A 
Creative Writing Journey 

Poet and photographer 
Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin of 
Canton offers a Literary Arts 
Class for Children noon to 1 
p.m., Aug. 4-7, at the Tinkham 
Center off Venoy Road in 
Westland. 

The class is designed to 
liven up your story telling 
skills by writing in your jour­
nal, learn about new ways to 
describe things so that all of 
your stories and haiku will be 
cool to write and fun to share 
with others. 

Call (734) 419-2426 to reg­
ister. 

Anyone wishing to speak 
first to Martin can e-mail her 
at peroinc5@comcast.net or 
call (734) 397-1626. 

CHAKTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton^ 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: August 7, 14, 21 & 28,2008 
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Memorial & Honor Dept. 
501 St. Jude Place 
Memphis, TN 38105 
1.800.873.6983 
WWW.Sl 

JCPenney, Optical 
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St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital 
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5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Starting Aug. 5 - Aug. 28.__ L 

Classes begin Sept 3 
• All adult certified teaching staff jd 
• No annual registration fees! " ^ . 
• Affordable costumes 
• Reasonable recital tickets 
• Annual attendance trophies 
• Raised wood dance floors 

I'ntiitit/iji Quulih Dame I.lwaUon 
In l anion and yur>imnding (ommanUtvs far I-i ivtiis 

LIMITED TIME ONLY! 

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES* 

• Any frame up to $130 
• Scratch-resistant lenses 
• Single vision, lined bifocals or 

FREE NO-LINE 
BIFOCALS! 

CLF 1 BOX FRPF 
I wtwn yOLi OU/ 3 bowjs C? ALUVUt* 3raitJ ULTRA COV-OKt SERIES' 

Contact Lenses? 

-AstfSCZBS 

$49 
KIDS' EYEGLASS 
PACKAGE" 

• F?.EE impact anc 
Scratc*i-ReSiS*?nt 
Polycarcanate 
Lenses 

• FREE UV Protect 

•FREE 
W A R H U J T " 
I-.3-3 iH 
BT!f..'S ' 

"** 

We Accep t Mos t v i s ion Care Plans 

/ 
ULUOYS 
'•\ifs Hop 

( lass /r 
/ ltalkt • Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • lyrical %^ 

Preschool Creative Dance • All-Boys Hip JoptjtPoi 

1672 S. Lilley at Palmer • Cs 
www.the-dance-connection.com 

Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx. 

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207 -4346 
Chesterf ie ld Township: Waters ide Marke tp lace (586) 949 -0639 

*S99 offer includes any frame up to $130, single vision, 5T28 lined bifocals or standard Instinctive no-line bifocals with scratch-resistant plastic lenses e l u d i n g Rayban and SunSpot Collection, Some special 
orders excluded. Additional criarge may be applied for strong Rx, Other progressives, specialty lansssand lens opttas are additional. "Offer inciudes any frams uptoSIOO.OO. FREE warranty and polycarbonate 
lenses for any child 16 and under. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with another offer, vision oars plan, package pricing or prior orders. Eye exams arranged or we can fill your doctor's prescription. 
Participating stores only, Void where prohibited by law. Eye exams performed by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry, Offer ends August 31,2MB. 'Valid prescription required. An eye exam Is 
required to determine if contact lenses are tight for you. See store tor details. Other terms and conditions may apply. Important information for contact lens wearers: AClMIE°Br8nd Contact Lenses are available 
by prescription only for vision correction. An eye care professional will determine whether contact lenses are right for you. Although rare, serious eye problems can develop. To help avoid these problems, 
follow the wear and replacement schedule and tfie lens care instructions provided by your doctor. Do not wear lenses if you have an eye Infection, or experience eye discomfort, excessive tearing, vision 
changes, redness or other eye prohiems. If one of these conditions occurs, contact your eye doctor immediately. For more information on proper wear, care and safety, talk to your eye care professional, 
call 1-800-843-2020 or visit acuvua.com. ACUVUE", AOMJE* ADVANCE*, ACUVUE* OASYS1", HVDRACLEAB1 AND ULTRA COMFORT SERIES'" are registered trademarks of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc. 
©JJVCI2008, |Mjg.cori&tjP i | 
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JUDGE 
FROM PAGE Al 

Township, Northville Township 
and Northville, and finished 
second to Cam Miller in 
Plymouth by only 16 votes. 

"That's just today," said 
Plakas, with the realization the, 
bigger prize is in November. 
"There's 90 days from now." 

Plakas said with six candi­
dates vying for the six-year 
judgeship, it was a tough cam­
paign. 

"You have five other competi­
tors doing whatever is neces­
sary to win, five other people 

Plakas 
i f f 
Barone 

I 
fund raising and trying to get 
financial contributions from 
a lot of the same people, five 
other campaigns you have to 
monitor," said Plakas. "All I 
know is that we gave it every­
thing we had and ultimately 
the people would decide the 
two finishers." 

Barone was both excited and 
relieved after hearing voters in 
Plymouth Township — the last 
community to report its results 
— vaulted him past Snow for 
second place. 

"I'm a little bit shocked, but 
I'm very happy," said Barone. 
"Everybody ran a great race." 

The winner in November 
will take the seat being vacated 
by Judge John MacDonald, 
retiring after 24 years on the 
bench. Plakas, who won the 
primary two years ago and lost 
to incumbent Judge Ron Lowe, 
said his strategy will now shift 
with Barone the only other 
candidate in the race. 

"That's one advantage I've 
had, I've done this before," said 
Plakas. "I know the difference 
between the primary election 
and the general election... it 
has to be a different strategy. 

"It certainly isn't going to be 
easy," he said. "Joe (Barone) did 
a great job with his campaign 
and it showed in the numbers." 

Barone said he knows it will 
be a tough challenge thefnext 
to catch Plakas' number of 
votes. 

"I think I'll have to work that 
much harder, rally the troops 
and see what happens," he said. 

tbruscato@fiometownlife.com 

'Unofficial' results cause 
brief court confusion 

PAGE Al 

resident JCendra Gutierrez as she 
left the polls Tuesday. 

McLaughlin, who has been a 
trustee since 1992 and a plan­
ning commissioner since 1991, 
estimated that she visited 1,500 
township homes and acknowl­
edged the benefit of voters being 
able to put a face to the name. 

With months to go before the 
general election rolls around, 
McLaughlin said she hopes to 
begin learning the inner work­
ings of the office with the help 
of retiring Treasurer Elaine 
Kirchgatter. 

"I hope to use the time we 
have now to get some rungs on 
the ladder climbed," she said. "I 
want to take full advantage of 
the opportunity to learn from 
Elaine." 

McLaughlin's goals as town­
ship treasurer include maximiz­
ing the newest technology with 
various payment plans and 
options, simplifying the treasur­
er's Web page to make it more 
informational and providing 
immediate access to information 
and services regarding financial 
assistance programs, foreclo­
sures and tax deferrals. 

McLaughlin also wants to 
publish an annual report to 
"enhance transparency and 
accountability to the public" and 
accept taxes paid by mail as "on 
time" if they are postmarked as 
of the due date. 

In filling the role of treasurer, 
which has a salary of $98,790, 
McLaughlin would continue her 
legislative duties to the town­
ship and said it's important that 
Canton progresses regardless of 
the state's tumbling economy. 

"We need to go on the offense 
and really fight to keep Canton 

vibrant and strong," she said, 
adding that township officials 
must go after new economic 
developments. 

As one half of the township's 
most contentious race, Noricks 
was disappointed with her finish 
but felt good about her first ven­
ture into elected politics. 

"I am proud of my campaign. 
I am proud of my supporters," 
she said. "I'm pleased I was able 
to stay on the issues and talk 
about my qualifications for the 
position." 

Noricks, who took a leave of 
absence from the CCF to cam­
paign, said she plans to continue 

working in the community. 
Township Clerk Terry Bennett 

said 11,455 voters participated 
in the township primary, which 
is about 20 percent of Canton's 
registered voters. Bennett, who 
is running unopposed for re­
election, said the low turnout 
was surprising. 

"We've had better primaries," 
she said. "I expected a larger 
turnout, considering how much 
the candidates got out there and 
knocked on doors and all the 
money that was spent on this 
campaign. I thought it would be 
up around 30 percent." 

Bennett received 4,640 votes. 

When joe Barone went to 
bed early Wednesday morning, 
he was on Cloud Nine after 
learning he'd just been voted 
one of two candidates to run 
for 35th District Court judge in 
November. 

However, just hours later he 
was deluged with phone calls 
suggesting he lost the primary 
election to fellow candidate 
Martha Snow. 

The Wayne County elec­
tion Web site, as well as those 
of several media outlets, had 
Snow edging Barone by 36 
votes. 

"I received a phone call from 
Joe (Xuereb, husband of Snow) 
about 7 a.m. saying Wayne 

County has some different 
numbers and Martha beat me," 
Barone said. "Then my cell 
phone was ringing off the hook 
with people wondering if I had 
won. 

"My heart sank, so this 
(Wednesday) morning I went 
to each individual clerk's office 
to verify the numbers," he. 
added. "For a few hours, I was 
really on edge." 

Wayne County Chief Deputy 
Clerk Caven West would only 
comment the Web site had 
"unofficial results, v̂ e have 14 
days to go through everything 
and certify it." 

- By Tony Bruscato 
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$500 Countertop* 

50 °o SAVINGS 
OR MORE! 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Joe Gannon 
We're recommenttecf 
by Joe Gannon 

cabinet clinic 
Tne Leader in CftUnft • 

West 734-421-3151 
North-East 586-751-1848 

Advertisement 

Spinal Stenosis 
Severe Back, Sciatica or leg pain guide that 

You Should Know About. Available free. 
Detroit, MI. - Have you tried pills, iiyections, therapy, surgery or massage? 
Shane'L. Stanley Doctor of Chiropractic offering The Severe Back, Sciatica, 
And Disc Pain Guide for local residents suffering from severe back, sciatica, 
and leg pain. Discover why your treatments have failedand a possible new 
solution that most doctors have not heard of, 
Call 1-800469-3618 (24 hour recorded message) or go to: 

www.midischerniation •COXD. OE0661107I 

Work & Activity Booh, BB $ets,Trimmers, 
Dccorativcs, Ready Letters, Cut'Quts, 

Pocket Charts, Sentence Strips, Fadeless. 
Paper, WritingJablets, Manipulatives, 

zs. Art Supplies < 

3947 W. 12 Mile •5434115 Mon-Wsc: 

C e n t e r at The Dofl Hospi ta l in Berksfy 
Q-7 Thure 10-8:30 Fri&Sai 10-5:30Sun124 

PATIO 
rURNITURE 
2MO% OFT 
MANY STYLES TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

734-453-5500 
ww.plymouthnursery.net 

SUMMER HOURS: ,Mon-Fri 9-7 
Sat 9-6 • Sun 9-5 
Offers Expire 8/20/08 

PLYMOUTH .̂ tii> 
NURSERY a 
HOME B GARDEN SHOWPLACE 

9900 Ann Arbor Rd./Plymouth Rd. | 
7.Miles West of 1-275 § 

j 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14 S 
Corner of Gotfredson Rd. A 

-A 

.&&& 

with Monev Down 

W I N D O W S - D O O R S 
Ant^ismCviripfHy 

Maintenance-free vinyl, never needs painting 

Dual insulated glass fotenergy savings 

Warm-edge spacer for warmth & comfort 

Limited lifetime warranty 

Replacement 
Windows from 

MARVIN 
The superior choice for window replacement 

infinity's fiberglass outlasts and outperforms 

Top thermal performance saves on energy bills 

Stainable EverWoodw available 

fcr: ^ - XJ' 

Revolutionary Low-E4 glass 

Perma-Shieid® exterior cladding 

Charming rich wood interiors 

Green Seal® environmental certification 

H \t » [i 

CertainTeedH 
Give your home a makeover 

with new vinyl siding! 
*8a$ed on 1,800 square feet of siding installed snd financing requirements. 

From The Window Replacement Experts! 

Call 
today! (c& L Limited Time 

Offer! 

"Based on 6.9% annual percentage rate for 60 months with approved aedtt. 

sail Ikiis^iissssil iks^si£i==i l 
WINDOWS * DOORS * SIDING * ROOFING * & MORE 

Not subject to prior promotions. Offer subject to change without notice. 

Schedule your FREE in-home estimate: 248-651-4442 or WindowExperts.com 

http://www.hometowntife.com
mailto:tbruscato@fiometownlife.com
http://www.midischerniation
http://WindowExperts.com
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helps loca 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Mayur Patel will begin 
his freshman year of college 
$1,000 richer because of the 
Kiwanis Club of Plymouth 
Canton Breakfast Grant. 

"This is pretty good help," 
says Patel, 17, who will study 
pre-med at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

Patel is one of two dozen 
local students that will begin 
the fall semester with a schol­
arship awarded through the 
2008 Canton Community 
Foundation Education Grant 
Program. 

Patel learned of the program 
after a friend received a CCF 
scholarship last year. 

"I'm really glad that I got it," 
he said of the Kiwanis grant. 
"It's going to help me out." 

Other scholarships in the pro­
gram, which dates back to 1990, 

+Q 

.J* 

Mahela Ashraf, Canton 

Jack Demmer Ford 
Scholarship, $650 

College: University of 
Michigan 

include the $500 Penelope 
Hope Klei Scholarship for a 
student planning to attend a 
Christian college; the Denski 
Family Scholarship worth $500 
for graduating cheerleaders 
from Plymouth-Canton Schools 
and the Harold Rosin Grant 
valued at $1,000 for non-tradi­
tional students. 

"No matter the amount of 
the scholarship, students have 
been able to help pay for mate­
rials and tuition," said Katie 
Robiadek, CCF programs 
assistant. "We have received so 
much feedback from recipients 
saying that this helped a lot." 

While the majority of the 
program's scholarships are in 
the $500-$l,000 range, two of 
the most sought after awards 
could total $8,000 each. The 
four-year renewable $2,000 
Yazaki North America, Inc. 
Scholarship was awarded to 
Xin-Kan Su and Stephanie 

Wong, both of Canton. Su and 
Wong each plan to attend U-
M—Ann Arbor. 

Emily Patton, 17, was select­
ed to receive the Canton Lions 
Club Scholarship. 

"I'm excited," the Salem 
High School graduate said of 
the $500 award. "This will 
help me further my education." 

The Lions award is designed 
for any sight or hearing-
impaired individual or a stu­
dent who intends to major in a 
sight or hearing-impaired field. 

Patton, who is hearing 
impaired, will study nursing at 
Northern Michigan University. 

"I learned about the scholar­
ships through a family mem­
ber and I think it's good that 
(CCF) is here to help students," 
she said. 

To learn more about the 
Foundation or its programs, 
visit www.cantonfoundation. 
org or call (734) 495-1200. 
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The 2008 Canton Community Foundation Scholarship winners. 
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Allison Deeb, Canton 

Eastern Michigan 

Sarah Glunt, Canton 

Denski Family 
University Grant, $1,000 Scholarship, $500 

College: Eastern Michigan College: Central Michigan College: University of 
University University Michigan-Dearborn 

Fatima Idrees, Canton 

University of Michigan-
Dearborn Grant, $500 

"Tto:* 4 

_\ 

3fl 
Patricia Janus, Canton Cynthia Kamish, Canton 

Canton Business & Lawrence Technological 
Professional Women, $500 University Grant, $1,000 

College: Schoolcraft College: Lawrence 
College Technological University 
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ManaE Kandah, Canton Bryson Machonga, 

Elizabeth Durack Memorial C a n t o n 

Scholarship, $500 Penelope Hope Klei 
College: Eastern Michigan Scholarship, $500 
University College: Erskine 
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Aisha Malek, Canton 

Marvin Schulz 
Scholarship, $300 

College: University of 
Michigan 

Helen Meerenda, Canton Jessica Obrec, Canton Mayur Patel, Canton 

Canton Community Elizabeth Durack Memorial Kiwanis Club of Plymouth 
Foundation, $500 Scholarship, $500 Canton Breakfast Grant, 

College: University of College: Schoolcraft $1,000 
Michigan College College: Univ. of Michigan 

V 

*>• 

Emily Patton, Plymouth Dodi Piotrowski, Canton 

Canton Lions Club, $500 Harold Rosin Grant, 

College: Northern 
Michigan University 

% ' , 
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Monica Przebienda, 
Canton 

Youth Leadership 
Scholarship, $500 

College: Univ. of Michigan Michigan 

Nina Redzovic, Canton 

Mans Lumber & Millwork 
Scholarship, $500 

College: University of 

Jessica Reed, Canton 

University of Michigan-
Dearborn Grant, $500 

College: University of 
Michigan-Dearborn 

Xin-Kan Su, Canton 

Yazaki North America 
Grant, $2f000 

College: University of 

Nanzeen Uddin, Canton 

Canton Community 
Foundation, $1,000 

College: University of 
Michigan-Dearborn 

Stace Wendland, Canton 

Elizabeth Durack Memorial 
Scholarship, $500 

College: Madonna 
University 

• . k 
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Stephanie Wong, Canton 

Yazaki North America 
Grant, $2,000 

College: University of 
Michigan 

Siyang Yu, Canton 

Meredith L Whaien 
Memorial Scholarship, 
$500 

College: Univ. of Michigan 

Space donated by the Observer Newspapers 

Jennifer Bordin, Canton Nancy Szczepanski, 
Eastern Michigan Canton 
University grant, $1,000 Canton Business & 
College: Eastern Michigan Professional Women, $500 
University College: Schoolcraft 

College 

i 
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Canton Community Foundation Chair Herb Scott talks about the awards and 
the winners during a ceremony in Cherry Hili Village back in June. 

http://www.riometownlife.com
http://www.cantonfoundation
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3 Wayne-Westland staffers take on new assignments 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ' 

There will be new faces 
in the top spots at Wayne-
Westland's two high schools 
this fall. 

The school board earlier this 
month approved the appoint­
ment of Valerie Orr as princi­
pal at Wayne Memorial High 
School and David Ingham as 
principal of John Glenn High 
School. They replace John 
Albrecht, who has joined the 
district's administrative staff 
as the executive director of 
student and legal services, 
and Joan Sedik, who has been 
named the executive director of 
human services, 

Orr told the board she was 
"very excited, overwhelmed 
and humbled" by the appoint­
ment. 

"There's not many people in 
world who can say they got the • 

job they always dreamed of," 
she said. "My roots grow very 
long in this community. I love 
Wayne-Westland, I love the 
kids, and I am very proud be 
here. There's no better place be 
than Wayne Memorial High 
School." 

Orr, a Wayne resident, has 
been with the district since 
2001. She was a mathematics 
teacher at Franklin Middle 
School for six years before 
being named an assistant 
principal at Wayne Memorial. 
She has a bachelor of sci­
ence degree in mathematics 
and sociology from Eastern 
Michigan University and a 
master of arts degree in cur­
riculum and instruction from 
the University of Phoenix. 

She has participated in the 
Wayne County RESA Aspiring 
Principals Program, trained 
as a district staff development 
leader and developed and 

presented staff in-services on 
student-led conferences. She 
also has served on the district's 
middle school scheduling com­
mittee. 

Orr also thanked her hus­
band, Brent, telling the board 
that he "has been very support­
ive and understanding of my 
love of education." 

Ingham is a familiar with 
John Glenn High School, hav­
ing served as an assistant prin­
cipal there during the 2003-04 
school year. He moves from 
Adams Middle School where 
he had been the principal since 
20p3. 

"This almost seems like an 
awards acceptance speech 
because I'm thanking every­
one," the Howell resident said. 
"But it's appropriate because 
we need support of everyone 
here." 

Ingham has a bachelor of 
science degree in natural 

Larkin calls differences with 
McCotter 'crystal clear' 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Livonia attorney Joseph Larkin says that 
he and U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter have 
"crystal clear" differences on the major 
issues of the day and he is looking forward 
to a debate in the fall campaign for the 11th 
Congressional District. 

Larkin, 44, handily defeat­
ed former Novi city manager 
Edward Kriewall with more 
than 70 percent of the vote 
in Tuesday's Democratic pri­
mary. McCotter ran unop­
posed in the Republican 
primary. 

This is Larkin's first run 
for elective office. He has 

. a private law practice in 
Livonia, , 

On Tuesday, Larkin said he was ready to 
accept a win or a loss. 

"I believe I have a healthy view of being*a 
public servant," he said. "I'll give them my 
point of view. I have to be true to what I 
believe." 

Larkin said he has strong differences with 
McCotter over the war in Iraq, the foreclo­
sure crisis, energy and the economy. 

"I am going to bring ideas that will be a 
big, positive step forward," he said. 

11TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Democrat 
Joseph Larkin 24,403 
Edward Kriewali 9,461 
Republican 
Thaddeus McCotter 41,543 

Larkin 

Kriewall said Wednesday that newspaper 
endorsements for Larkin "killed me." 

"I didn't think it would be that big a factor, 
but it was," he said. 

Kriewall said he believes he did better 
than Larkin in television interviews and 
in their joint forum. He said newspaper 
endorsements portrayed him as leaning 
more Republican. 

"I thought I was a good candidate," he 
said. 

Kriewall said he has no plans to run for 
office again. 

McCotter released a statement Tuesday 
that he was "honored and humbled to 
be nominated" for the fourth time as 
the Republican candidate in the 11th 
Congressional District. 

"I will strive to uphold their trust as, 
together, we fight to revitalize our Great 
Lakes State and keep our America the great­
est nation on earth," the statement read. 

resources management from 
the University of Connecticut, 
a master of arts degree in man­
agement and supervision from 
Central Michigan University 
and a master of arts degree 
in secondary education from 
Marymount University. He was 
as a teacher, department head 
and interim assistant principal 
at Taylor Truman High School 
before joining the Wayne-
Westland district in 2002. 

Ingham also had a special 
thank you for Superintendent 
Greg Baracy for hiring him 
from Taylor schools. 

"You gave me the opportu­
nity to be in excellent district 
where focus is always on stu­
dents and matches up to our 
focus," he said. "I appreciate 
that and accept the opportu­
nity to serve." 

Sedik also was thankful for 
being tapped for the human 
resources position. 

_ _ 

DUL FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 
Ryan Flaherty and Kylei Philo were 

among the four recipients of the Dul 
Foundation Scholarships. The Dul 
Family, owners of Clips and Clamps 
Industries and Fox Hills Golf & 
Banquet Center, established a yearly 
scholarship fund in 1999 for employ­
ees and their families. 

Flaherty, who attends Grand Valley 
State University and is majoring in 
chemistry, plans to attend law school 
and become a patent lawyer. He was 
placed on the Dean's List for out­
standing academic achievement his 
first semester of college. Ryan is also 
active in community service includ­
ing volunteering at soup kitchens, 
Habitat for Humanity and political 
campaigns. Ryan is a graduate of 
Plymouth High School and is the son 
of John and Cindy Flaherty. Ryan has 
been an employee of Fox Hills Golf & 
Banquet Center since 2005. 

Philo attends Eastern Michigan 
University in Ypsilanti and is major­
ing in accounting with a minor 
in Spanish. After completing her 
Bachelor's degree, Kylei will con­
tinue her education by obtaining 
her Master's degree in accounting. 
She has been a member of the EMU 
Dance Team for two years and on 
the EMU Competitive Dance Team 
for one year. Kylei received the Eagle 
Academic Scholarship and has been 
on the Dean's list for two semesters. 

"This was not some I had 
imagined as my plan for the 
future," she said. "I'm excited 
about the new challenge and 
the new position, and I look 
forward working with human 
resources, Dr. (Greg) Baracy 
and the board." 

Sedik will move a few hun­
dred yards down Marquette 
from the school she's been at 
since joining the district in 
1970. She worked as a teacher 
at John Glenn High School for 
25 years before being-named 
an assistant principal in 1995. 
She was named principal in 
2000. 

A Westland resident, Sedik 
has a bachelor of science 
degree in business education, 
social science and English 
from Wayne State University, a 
master of arts degree in read­
ing from Eastern Michigan 
University and an education 
specialist degree from WSU in 

Get on the ball 
Read today's 

general administration. 
The appointments drew . 

praise from board Secretary 
Cindy Schofield, who was 
excited to see the three admin­
istrators "step forward to new 
positions." 

"I know the three of you 
will do a wonderful job, you 
will be a real asset to Wayne-
Westland," she said. "Thank 
you for stepping up and taking 
on new responsibilities." 

"It's always been our objec­
tive, and my objective, to hire 
from within and this shows we 
have many talented people in 
school district that can move 
into these positions," added 
Trustee Skip Monit. 

Board President Martha 
Pitsenbarger also added her 
congratulations, saying that "I 
think it's great and our schools 
will benefit from it." 

smason@hometowniife.com [ (734) 953-2112 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

REQUEST FROM DHAKE INDUSTRIES FOR 
AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES 
EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19,2008 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: that a public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, August 19, 2008, during a regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Charter Township of Plymouth to consider a request ' 
from Dhake Industries for an Industrial Facilities Exemption-
Certificate on a two story, 8,000 square foot addition to an existing 
facility, including new personal property. The facility is located at 
15169 Northville Road, Plymouth Township, Wayne County, 
Michigan. 

The request is on file in the clerk's Office where it is available for 
public perusal during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Any Township resident or member of 
any taxing authority within the Township of Plymouth shall have 
the right to appear and be heard. Written comments directed to the 
Clerk and received prior to the date of the meeting will be 
considered. Following the public hearing the Board of Trustees may 
consider the request. 

The public hearing, commencing at 7;00 p.m., will be held in the 
Town Hall Meeting Room at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. 
Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, on Tuesday, August 19, 
2008, during the regularly scheduled Board of Trustee Meeting. 
Telephone number 734-354-3224. 

MARILYN MASSENGILL, Clerk 
Charter Township of Plymouth 

Publish: August 7, 2008 
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Fall Dance Classes 
REGISTER NOW 

register by Aug 19th and enter to win 
FREE Lessons for a Year!!! 

For dates, times & schedule visit centralcitydance.com 

&•?* 3 2 " LSD 
Ftatscreen Monitors 

watch your child's class from 
our spacious lobby 

Preschool Project 
outstanding preschool classes 

D e e p Discounts 
up 10 30% off 

tuition each month 

On-l ine 
Recital Ticket Sales 

purchase recital tickets 
in the comfort of your home 

Affordable Prices 
experience our 

reasonable costume, 
ticket, & tuition prices 

, $10 OFF , 
I September Tuition i 
• New customer only. One coupon per family. Expires 9-30-08 • 

Sheldon Center Road • Canton, Ml 48187 

734-459-0400 

# 
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Qualified, Professional Teaching Staff 
www.centralcitydance.com 

^BUSKSSGfTtiEYE^tonm 
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Main Street Bank kas Sizzling Hot Rates! 
Two Great Rates to Ckoose From 

• • .•:•,,--v.. v / . : . . • . * / ' i ^ . .-."••••' -

Call or stop in today! 
www.mainstreetbank.net 

Northville 
133 W. Main Street 

248-449-3700 

Plymouth 
706 S. Main Street 

734-354-9200 

£'x*;fta» 

"Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 08/04/08. The rates will be determined on the date you open your account. These 
rates may change any time without prior notice. The Certificate of Deposit must be opened with a minimum $10, 000 or greater 
but not more than $99,000. Half of the money deposited must be new money to Main Street Bank. Penalties may be imposed 
for early withdrawal. Member FDIC. 

http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:smason@hometowniife.com
http://centralcitydance.com
http://www.centralcitydance.com
http://www.mainstreetbank.net
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'8th Wonder' of the theater world 
New production company to 
debut with upbeat 'Joseph' 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF rnuiuutirtrriER 

Phil Simmons (left) and Ryan Lewis will present 'Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat' at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. 

JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT AT 
THE VILLAGE THEATER 
Performance Dates and Times 
Aug. 8,8 p.m. 
Aug. 9,2 p.m., 8 p.m. 
Aug. 10,2 p.m. 
Aug. 11,10 a.m. 
Aug. 12,10 a.m. 
Aug. 13,10 a.m. 
Aug. 14,10 a.m., 8 p.m. 
Aug. 15,8 p.m. 
Aug. 16,2 p.m. 
For more information, visit www. 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater 

MIDLAN 
...only 3 Vi gallons away 
or 6 gallons away in 

A 
MiPl .£N» COUNTY fij 

Something for everyone! 

.. Midland Center For The Arts... H.H. 
Dow Historical Museum & Bradley Victorian Home ... 
Alden B. Dow Home & Studio ... Pere Marquette Rail 
Trail... Chippewa Trail & Chippewa Nature Center! 

Restaurants for every taste! 

Seven (7) Hotels with just the right accommodations! 

Visit our Official Web Site: www.midlandcvb.org ' • < ' / . " 

For a personal copy of our Midland Visitor Guide, Calendar of Events, 
Visitors Map or other brochures, contact us at 888-464-3526 x215. •-

HotelSpacEat Discount Coupon - Valid through 12/30/06 
10% Discount on overnight guestroom rates at tha following Midland Hotels; Fairview Inn, the M Hotel, Hampton Inn, Holiday fnn, Springhili Suites, 
Steep Inn, and Valley Plaza Resort. Advance reservations required and subject to availability. Hotef information available at: www.midlandcvb.org and 
giick on Hotels/Ma etings. Discount co^on.rniis fee presented at Check In. 

" '' . Aidsh 6. Dow Hor^e.jl Studio Specta! Discount Coupon - Valid through f2#0/08 
10% discount on admission to the Aldeh B, Dow Home & Studio available with this coupon, Visit www.abdow.org for information on tours i 
advance reservations requested. Disccunt coupon must tie presented. 

1&% discount on gift) at-Oow Gardens, Visit www. 
Valid through 12/30/08 

SerisVorg for more information. Discount coupon must be 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With a giant 'King1 sign 
glowing behind him, Phil 
Simmons said it's only fitting 
that Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat serve 
as the first production of the 
newly-formed 8th Wonder 
Theatre company. 

"Joseph really has something 
for everyone," said Simmons of 
Ypsilanti, who runs the 
Ann Arbor-based company 
with Ryan Lewis and Brian 
Carbin." 

Joseph is one of the few 
musicals that appeals to audi­
ence members of all ages." 

Simmons and Lewis, both 
professors at Eastern Michigan 
University, joked about the 
wide range of personalities 
depicted in the popular play, 

which relays the Biblical saga 
of Joseph being sold into slav­
ery by his brothers and eventu­
ally reunited with his family. 

"There's a little Elizabeth 
Taylor, a little country music, 
Elvis and Barack Obama. If 
you don't like a number, just 
wait a minute," Simmons said, 
while Lewis added, "It's like 
the weather in Michigan, it 
keeps changing." 

The play opens Friday with 
an 8 p.m. show at The Village 
Theater, 50400 Cherry Hill 
Road. 

The production has a cast 
of 23 actors and a 16-mem-
ber children's choir from an 
Ypsilanti elementary school 
and 15 crew members. 

With this being his eighth 
production of Joseph, 
Simmons, who has toured 
internationally, said he never 
tires of the production. 

"Even if you are in a really 
bad mood or have had a tough 
day, you can't help but smile," 
he said. 

Lewis applauded the tal­

ents and dedication of those 
participating in the produc- • 
tion, which includes students 
from EMU, the University 
of Michigan, Penn State 
University, Michigan State 
University, Grand Blanc' 
High School and Oakland 
University, and said he hopes 
8th Wonder will be able to 
expand next summer. 

"We want to be a profession­
al company for summer stock 
work," he said. "We've gotten, 
pretty good feedback on people 
that are happy and pumped up 
about us bringing this to the 
area. A lot of things focus on 
younger and older (actors) but 
the in-between has been lack­
ing." 

For more informa­
tion on 8th Wonder,, visit 
www.8thwondertheatre.com. 
Xo purchase tickets for the 
show, log on to www.canton-
mi.org/villagetheater or call 
(734) 394-5300. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2170 

At Showroom of Elegance 
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automatically entered to win a 

Drawing will be held on September 2nd 

Showroom of Elegance 
6013 Canton Center Rd. 

(NofFordRd.) 
P: 734.207.1906 

www.showroomofelegance.com 

Avoid costly repairs this 
summer with an A/C 
tune-up... 

We service AM Brands of 
equipment and offer both 
residential and commercial 
maintenance packages. 

SERVING :$ 
VOL R AREA. 
I OR 0\ ER r 
27 YEARS I 

-1415 fer a m 

31776 Cowan • Westland, Ml 48185 
Serving your area for over 27 years! 
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Don't be pressured by salesmen on accounts 
I t seems that every week 

there is another announce­
ment that more people in 

the auto industry are losing 
their jobs. Last week, General 
Motors announced it is cutting 
5,000 white-collar jobs. One 
issue all those people will face 
is what to do with their 401(k) 
plan. In fact, people who are 
changing jobs or retiring also 
are faced with this decision. 

When someone leaves a 
company for whatever reason, 
he/she generally has a few 
alternatives when it comes to 
a 401(k) plan. In most situa­
tions, an individual can simply 
leave his/her 401(k) or retire­
ment plan with the employer. 
Most employers do not require 
you to transfer your retirement 
savings account into a differ­
ent retirement vehicle. The 
other option, the one I recom­
mend, is to move the money 
into an Individual Retirement 
Accounty (IRA). 

The problem I have with 
people keeping their retire­
ment money at their old 
employer is the issue of con­
trol. Over the last few years, 
we have seen a trend where 
employers are changing retire­
ment vehicles much faster 
than in the past. If you are 
participating in a plan that 
changes, whether you are 
retired or still working, you 
have to adjust your portfolio. 

Sometimes these changes 
are to the benefit of the 
employees because they offer 
new and better investment 
alternatives. Unfortunately, 
this is not always the case. 
Employers are adding new 

Money Matters 

investment 
vehicles for 
which it is dif­
ficult to find 
independent 
information. 

In the 
recent past, 
employers 
were adding 

Rick Bloom more options 
to retirement 
plans and 

these were basically mutual 
funds where an investor could 
receive independent informa­
tion about the fund. This is no 
longer the case. For whatever 
reason, there is a trend to offer 
fewer investment options and 
many of these are not mutual 
funds. 

I believe the key is to depend 
upon independent research. 
With many of these new types 
of investment vehicles, there is 
no independent information. 
The investor must rely on the 
information provided by the 
investment company. I never 
want to rely on information 
provided just by a company. 
My general rule is if you can­
not find independent informa­
tion, you ought to walk away 
from the investment. 

There are many options 
to transfer your retirement 
money when you leave a com­
pany. The problem with many 
is high fees and high costs, 
which do nothing but erode 
the return of an investor. 

Too many people who leave 
a company end up going into 
an investment product they 
are sold and one that makes no 
sense for them. One example 

is variable annuities. Variable 
annuities are great for the 
salesperson, as not only do 
they make a substantial com­
mission, but they make ongo­
ing fees every year. They are an 
investment that most should 
avoid. 

When someone leaves a 
company, they are swamped 
by the sales vultures who care 
only about making the sale as 
opposed to putting someone 
into an appropriate investment 
product. One clue that you are 
dealing with the wrong person 
is if you are dealing with an 
aggressive salesperson. 

I know this is old-fashioned 
and I've said this many times 
in the past, however, one way 
to make sure that you are not 
being taken advantage of is 
to pay close attention to fees 
and costs. You just can't ask 
the salesperson about fees and 
costs. You need independent 
information. I think you will 
find that high-commission, 
high-fee products underper-
form and end up putting more 
money in the salesperson's 
pocket than in your pocket, 
where it belongs. 

Don't be negligent with your 
retirement money. Make sure 
you make an informed deci­
sion. Take your time. If you are 
getting pressured, particularly 
from a salesperson, the easiest 
thing to do is walk away. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
tersfhometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
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COMPLIMENTARY 
GAS CARD 

With Each Sale 
With This Coupon 
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BUYING PARTY \ > : On 

WePayThe^ >§ £ _ Premises 
Highest Referrals! ^ 

HEATING & COOLING CO. 

Comfort Indicators 
• Are some rooms too hot or too cold? 
• Are you forever opening and closing registers trying to balance your home's comfort? 
D Does the sun affect one end of your home during the winter or.summer causing any area of 

the home to be unbearable? 
D Are you running expensive and potentially dangerous portable heaters or fans to be comfortable? 
• Do you argue with your spouse about the thermostat? Your boss or co-workers? 
• Does your furnace or A/C run constantly but never make your living/working space comfortable? 
D Are there rooms that get little or no usage? Will any rooms become empty in the future as 

children move out or space needs change? 
D Would you like to reduce your utility bill? 

!f you answered yes to any of these questions than Zoning is the Answer!!! 

different temperatures for different 0e0 
of your home for truly customize^ 

0 & 6 H K « & O0OLIN& CO, * 19140 Farmingtoij Rd. * Livonia, Mf 48152 * (248) 476-7022 

F U R N I T U R E G A L L E R I E S 

Michigan's Largest Selection Of La-Z-Boy8Home Furnishings 
At Guaranteed Lowest Pricesl 

NOW ONLY W^F "* • -\^iEwHSMH05t!jV*,'V •. 
J99 Stylish Full Reclining Sofa with plush cushioning and convenient pull down table. 

Compare At $1529 

$ 

SALE 

$349.99 
each 

ONLY 
^ Popular 

Rocker Recl iner 
Compare At S609 ea. 

»99 classic 
High Leg Recliner 
Compare At $759 ea, 

Mix "Or.Match Any Two Chairs And... 

fake an extra fake an extra 
/c 

one year 

a pair o f chairs* fables, lamps 
8c accessories 
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ANN ARBOR: (734) 995-9800 • AUBURN HILLS: (248) 758-0800 

CANTON: (734) 981-1000 • FLINT: (810) 733-5120 

NOVI: (248) 349-3700 • STERLING HEIGHTS: (586) 247-8720 

TAYLOR: (734) 287-4750 

* Some restrictions apply see store for complete details Free financing offer available with approved credit to qualified buyers. No minimum purchase required 
for 3 month, 6 month or 12 month financing program, To avoid retroactive finance charges on deferred payment (special terms) programs, customer must pay sub account 

balance In full before due date. The annual percentage rate may vary (as of January 5,2008 the APR was 21.96 variable). Previous and/or additional transactions may 
affect the monthly payment and finance charge amounts. Financing and other promotional offers cannot be combined and are not valid on previous purchases. 

30% deposit required on all layaways and special orders. See store for full details on all financing, delivery and price guarantee details. 
Featured Items may not be stocked exactly as shown, Photographs are representative of promotional Items actual selection may vary, 

U-Z-BOV and LA-Z-BOY FURNITURE GALLERIES are registered trademarks of La-Z-Boy incorporated. . 
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Help ensure pupils 
are set for school 

Kudos to the The Plymouth Salvation Army Corps and 
its partners for coming up with the idea to help make 
sure all students in the Plymouth-Canton and Van Buren 
school districts are prepared and ready to go once the new 
school year starts on Sept. 2. 

The Plymouth Corps, which also serves the Canton com­
munity, is hoping to fill an entire school bus with school 
supplies to donate to children from families that are strug­
gling in these turbulent financial times. 

According to Laurie Aren, the Plymouth Corps' director 
of family and community ministries, the number of people 
asking for help before the start of school will certainly sur­
pass the 36 families (113 students) that requested help last 
year. She said they've already received plenty of calls from 
families that are seeking help because one or both parents 
have lost jobs. And they are expecting more calls to come 
in as the school year approaches. 

You might say that this is just one more downside to liv­
ing in the current Michigan economy. 

Fortunately not everyone has lost their job or is having 
to scrimp to get by like so many Michigan workers cur­
rently are. If you are fortunate enough to be in that cat­
egory, there are a lot of kids getting ready for school that 
could use your help. 

From 7 a.m. to 7 p-m. on Friday, Aug. 22, volunteers will 
be on hand at The Salvation Army church and community 
center at 9451 Main in Plymouth to accept donations of 
pens, paper, crayons, backpacks and other school supplies. 

While school supplies may seem like a minor detail to 
some people, they are a big deal for children who don't 
have any. If you think about it, a pencil and paper are on 
the front lines of the educational experience. 

No child should have to come to school and feel inferior 
because their parents can't afford to buy these supplies. So, 
please, help if you can. Making sure all our children have 
an equal footing in our schools is something that benefits 
us all. 

Good ideas merit 
adequate funding 

The story is a familiar one to area school district 
administrators. 

State officials come up with a great idea — so great, 
they figure every school district in the state should imple­
ment it. Do it or else, they say — and, by the way, don't 
bother asking us for any financial help in paying for it. 

The resultant dilemma is called an unfunded mandate. 
It's happened time and again, so no one should be sur­

prised that the state Legislature has taken up an all-day 
kindergarten program that could cost districts plenty. 

In her state of the state message, Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm called it a "simple step" that would make a dif­
ference. But simple by whose definition? 

While many districts in the area are moving toward 
that goal, still others know that the mandate will require 
more space and more teachers at a time when state aid 
already has fallen behind increased costs. 

The problem of unfunded mandates doesn't stop there. 
Recently, the state Court of Appeals ruled that the gov­

ernor and Legislature violated the Headlee Amendment 
by requiring school districts to compile data on student 
progress without reimbursing them for the cost. 

The issue could be appealed to the state Supreme 
Court. 

"The (state) constitution is very specific" on requiring 
mandates be funded, Michael Adamczyk said of the rul­
ing. The assistant superintendent for business in the Troy 
district is also president-elect of the Michigan School 
Business Officials group. 

The frustrating part, he said, is that even though the 
state has lost the argument in the past, it still puts up a 
fight. 

Adamczyk said it would be difficult to place a dollar 
amount on the cost of collecting such data, suggesting 
that school staffers would have to keep tally sheets on the 
amount of time spent. 

But the costs continue to grow. First, the state required 
fourth Friday counts in September to calculate enroll­
ment and state aid, he noted. Then the state also required 
counts at mid-year, and now it also requires tabulations 
on safety, school crime and school employees. 

For some districts with current software, computers 
take the brunt of the work. But other districts, Adamczyk 
said, have to either buy new software or update what they 
currently have. 

Districts "don't argue the merits" of gathering data, he 
added. 

Nevertheless, time is money, whether it be in gathering 
data or fighting a lawsuit. 

It not only makes sense to fund mandates, it's the law. 
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Dress code enforcement overdue 
Hats off to the Plymouth-Canton Schools 

officials who decided it was time to finally 
start enforcing the dress code for students 
— something that has been long overdue; 

Yes we want students to have freedom 
and expression, but we also want them to 
learn respect for others and respect and 
modesty for themselves — and apparently 
that is something that is not being taught to 
all of our students today. Students should 
be there to learn, and a good dress code will 
aid in having a healthy learning environ­
ment for everyone with no unnecessary dis­
tractions — and I am sure the teachers will 
appreciate the students being able to focus 
more on the curriculum instead of what the 
person next to them "is" or "is not" wearing. 

And yes students, you still have free­
doms. If you don't like the dress code, you 
have the freedom to find another school to 
goto. 

Thanks school officials for bringing some 
decency back to the classrooms. 

Karen Jeffries 
Canton 

Listen to elders 
I know my thoughts won't be important 

to the kids in school. After all I'm 65 and an 
old man. When I was a student we didn't 
have a say in our dress code. We just fol­
lowed the direction of our elders. 

Perhaps there wouldn't be such a fuss 
now if the elders had not been remiss in 
enforcing the codes consistently since 1993 
when they were enacted. 

Thank you for the opportunity to put my 
two cents in. 

Len Roberts 
Canton 

Letter was another attack 
Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack's 

letter ("Stop the personal attacks," July 27) 
was a perfect example of the slanderous 
attacks he so disdains. 

I worked as Joan Noricks' office assistant 
at the Canton Community Foundation and 
can attest to both her excellent leadership 
and her efficient, transparent handling of 
CCF funds. She is an expert at building 
and maintaining relationships. Everything 
Joan, together with a dedicated board, has 
done to advance the status of the founda­
tion is a matter of public record. In no way 
did I witness the negative things Mr. Yack 
outlined in his letter. If things were so had, 
why didn't the hoard (on which he served) 
just lire her? 

Please, Mr. Yack, cease to engage in the 
"politics of personal destruction" you so 
righteously condemn. 

Peg Krueger 
Canton 

LETTERS 
response to that of Judge Bokos. 

Initially, I wanted to discuss why it is 
important to select an individual for office 
instead of simply by name recognition 
and campaign support. Comments such 
as "endorsed by over 50 judges" is great, 
but people need to look further than just 
campaign slogans and look to the person 
for themselves. Personally, I find it intrigu­
ing that Joe Barone has his campaign 
headquarters at his office in downtown 
Plymouth, while Jim Plakas had to rent out 
a special space to be inside the district. 

Plakas' employment history is primarily 
in Westland and not in the 35th District. I 
do not attack Mr. Plakas personally as he 
is probably a fine attorney and may make a 
decent judge, but I want someone who has 
shown a dedication to my district, someone 
who has worked and lived in my district. 
Mr. Plakas is better suited for the 18th 
District. 

Barone, on the other hand again, has his 
office in Plymouth and represented more 
cases in the 35th District than any other 
candidate. Barone is a devoted family man 
and an extremely active member of the 
35th District communities. Just because 
my name does not have "judge" before it 
does not mean that I cannot be a good 
judge of character. I chose to endorse Joe 
Barone because of his service and dedica­
tion to the 35th District. When I find some­
one to believe in, I do not back down. 

Scott Foess 
Canton 

Not backing down 
I do not usually take such a firm stance 

and speak out about my opinion on politi­
cal races. Nevertheless, I choose to write a 
short letter to the Observer stating a belief 
and some information I had read regard­
ing the race for the seat in the 35th District 
Court. Now that the primary is over and 
this letter will not weigh too heavily on 
the minds of voters, I felt it necessary in 

Campaigning for local office is an amaz­
ing journey. As I write this letter I have no 
idea if I was successful or not. What I do 
know is that I am glad I took the trip and 
that I have met so many new people (thou­
sands) while I was going door to door and 
attending various events. Most people I met 
are as passionate about our Canton com­
munity as I am. 

I am very grateful for so many good 
people supporting me with their personal 
commitment and encouragement along 
the way. Thank you to all who have helped 
my campaign during the past six months. 
Regardless of the outcome, your commit­
ment of placing signs, working the polls, 
money, sending notes to your friends and 
other efforts did not go to waste. A special 
thank you is also owed to my wife and chil­
dren for their patience with me during the 
process. 

With so many qualified people running 
for the trustee positions the benefit to all 
is that a lot more Canton folks became 
involved in discussions about our commu­
nity. These discussions were what Canton 
Township is all about. Please do stay 
involved to help our new leadership team 
focus on where we need to go as a com­
munity. 

P.S. - Going door to door was a very 
healthy way to lose 20 pounds in two 
months. 

Again, thank you. 
Pat Williams 

Canton 

she crashed her motorcycle into the side of 
a van on Ford Road at the Ridge intersec­
tion. 

Reportedly the motorcycle slammed 
into the side of the van with such force that 
the van ended up on the south side of Ford 
Road even though the impact of the rider 
took place just behind the driver's seat. 

The police department in Canton has 
charged the girl driving the van with neg­
ligent homicide. I think that is an error in 
process that needs to be addressed. This 
benefits the court while sparing MDOT 
from any bad press. 

The intersection of Ford and Ridge has 
no stoplight because at the time a school 
was built at Ford and Ridge the Michigan 
Department of Transportation put a light 
at the entrance for the school. They refused 
to put a light at Ford and Ridge because 
they claimed the second light would be too 
close to the first light. The Canton Charter 
Township Board of Trustees had been 
informed of the danger of the intersection 
some time ago. 

On paper the distance between the light 
in front of the school and the busy commer­
cial intersection of Ridge and Ford appears 
to be adequate. However, a physical visit to 
the location shows bushes and small trees 
along Ford, with larger trees appearing 
before the light, so if a person of normal 
stature in a car even the size of a Yukon 
SUV would stop at the intersection during 
any season other than the dead of winter 
the effective viewing distance would be 
seen as being greatly foreshortened. That is 
inadequate. 

The Michigan DOT says everything is 
fine at Ford and Ridge and the intersec­
tion doesn't need a light so they won't kick 
out the $70,000 to put it in. Any normal 
person going to that intersection will see 
the need for a light. You will also see that a 
motorcycle traveling at 45 mph at that loca­
tion would be hard to see — one going at 55 
mph would be a danger, and one in excess 
of 55 mph would be a weapon. 

A MDOT representative has stated that 
putting a light at the intersection would be 
"do-able." Nice word, but the intent is what 
I am concerned with. They have no appar­
ent intent to do it and avoided doing it even 
when clearly instructed to the danger that 
exists at that intersection and for which 
they are solely responsible. 

Alfred Brock 
. Wayne 
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arid content. 
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I recall reading not too long ago a story 
about a woman in Canton who died when 
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''We've already had several calls for help before the start of school, and we're expecting a lot more. We're definitely 
seeing folks without jobs, those with reduced hours and families who had two incomes who are now trying to 
survive on one." 
- Laurie Aren, director of family and community ministries for the Plymouth Salvation Army Corps, collecting 
school supplies for students in need attending either the Plymouth-Canton or Van Buren school districts 
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online barroom has 

Marcie Lipsitt 

s an angry and embarrassed citizen of 
depressed and eroding Michigan, it would 

Ibe rhetorical to ask why bad news about 
public education and especially that of our black 
students is getting worse. 

Michiganders... it is time for a 
citizens uprising and education 
revolution. Do the math and add 
together the reports released by 
the Schott Foundation for Public 
Education, Given Half a Chance 
(specific to school year 2005-06) 
and Education Week's QaaXity 
Counts 2008 (specific to school 
year 2006-07). Michigan has 
the highest dropout and lowest 
graduation rate for black males 

across all 50 states and highest dropout and low­
est graduation rates of the 50 largest school dis­
tricts, and the information has only gotten worse. 
In fact we are so far below the national average 
that we are not only the worst in the Midwest; 
worst of the nation's largest states; worst of the 
nation's smallest states; we are the worst in the 
entire United States! 

And all state Superintendent Mike Flanagan 
and his newly enriched and extended contract 
through 2011 can say is, "It's obvious that the 
way we've been trying to educate these students 
is not working" (Ya Think!)... and DPS spokes­
man Steve Wasko (DPS Superintendent Connie 
Calloway is nowhere to be found) adds insult to 
injury with, "The numbers would not shock any­
one who has looked at our school-by-school data 

Shocked? Of course not. Outraged, depressed, 
but with courage of conviction and stalwart 
resolve — committed to raising passionate 
and educated noise for as long as it takes for a 
Michigan governor and legislature to recognize 
their fiduciary and moral obligations to educate 
ALL of our 1.7 million children — absolutely! 

Abit of historic reminiscence is necessary to 
remind Michiganders this crisis in educating our 
state's most fragile and precarious citizenship 
has been decadesin the making. Former State 
Superintendents Arthur Ellis and Tom Watkins 
had a hand; the state's abysmal take-over of 
Detroit Public Schools; the revolving door of 
DPS superintendents, school boards and mayors 
— lack of concern under Govs. Blanchard, Engler 
and Granholms education-less administrations? 

Maybe some or all should be quoted for their 
current thoughts on the state of public education 
in Michigan and how it eroded during their years 
in office? Where have three decades of House 
and Senate Education and K-12 School Aid com­
mittees been... at least until we wrecked our 
Legislature with term limits in 1992? 

The time is long overdue that we march one-
million-strong down the streets of educationally-
war torn Detroit. (And like Iraq and Afghanistan 

— let us not forget Highland Park, River Rouge, 
Hamtramck, Flint, Saginaw, Pontiac, Southfield 
or Oak Park) and to the Capital in Lansing and 
loudly proclaim our revolt against public edu­
cation in Michigan and the illiteracy, poverty, 
homelessness and crime it brings in its wake. 

What we are doing to Michigan's black chil­
dren is egregious. There are no palatable excuses 
left — end of story. Dr. Martin Luther King spoke 

, to the "fierce urgency of now." This situation is 
40 years urgent and the next obliterated Class of 
2009 is only six excruciating weeks away. There 
are answers and they should not include vouchers 
and tax credits. We need an education revolution 
and not the end of public education. 

This is not rocket science. The nexus to literacy, 
grade level proficiency, standardized test scores 
and turning students into taxpayers instead 
of tax burdens — starts with a hot breakfast, 
intensive daily research-based reading instruc­
tion and followed by after-school tutoring and 
dinner. Food and literacy are equally necessary 
to feed, expand and extend a child's mind. A few 
small high schools in Detroit as proposed by Gov. 
Granholm and bankrolled by the stingy K-12 
School Aid Committee won't make a dent in this 
ship that makes the Titanic look appealing. 

Small classes with properly certified and 
highly qualified teachers providing intensive, 
daily reading instruction is the necessary start 
Michigan schools and Detroit Public Schools 
has been missing. Students who can't read have 
no reason to stay in school and sadly, this the 
students have figured out in droves. Still, based 
upon the numbers — more will figure it out this 
year, than the last and the year before that and 
before that and before that. 

State Superintendent Mike Flanagan and 
DPS Superintendent Connie Calloway must 
take a page from former Michigander and cur­
rent District of Columbia Education Chancellor 
Michelle Rhee's playbook that starts with the 
core belief "her" students, their achievement 
levels and preparing them for postsecondary edu­
cation and the global workforce is her only con­
cern. No more excuses and that starts with Mike 
Flanagan, Connie Calloway and every adminis­
trator in this state. 

And while former Vice President Al Gore has 
challenged the United States to solve its energy 
crisis over the next 10 years — someone might tell 
the next president to solve the education crisis in 
America and especially for our black, Hispanic 
and special education students. It is time to 
remind and ingrain in all of us that education 
and our children — white, black, brown and of 
all socioeconomic stations; with and without dis­
abilities — are the energy our economy and our 
nation rides and rests upon. 

Marcie Lipsitt of the Michigan Alliance for Special 
Education lives in Franklin. 

HIGH YIELD SAVINGS BALANCES 
OF $100,000 UP TO $499,999. 

Invest in your future with Fifth Third Bank. You'll get guaranteed 
returns on your balances, and you can rest easy knowing it's 
FDIC insured.1" Plus, it's available at your nearest Fifth Third 
Bank, so it's convenient. Give us a call at 1-877-579-5353 or visit 

53.com to see what we can do for you. 

FIFTH THIRD BANK 
The things we do for dreams'." 

balances over $100,000 may not be FDIC insured. Please visit www.fdic.gov for insurance coverage limitations. Annua! Percentage Yields CAPY) accurate as of 07/29/08. 
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discourse 
"^Mmes have changed. 
•g As someone who has usually embraced 
f change, I wonder if my current resistance 

is just a sign of advancing age. 
Politics has always been a rough-and-tumble 

experience, dating back to 
the days of Jefferson and 
Hamilton. In those days, all 
newspapers were blatant par­
tisan journals supporting one 
side or the other in the debate 
over federal power. Sometimes 
these journals presented 
cogent arguments to support 

huqhGailagner̂  their partisan positions. Most 
times they offered up salacious 
rumors, wild accusations and 

downright lies about their opposition. 
Beginning in the 1830s, newspaper publish­

ers found they could gather more readers and, 
most importantly, advertisers by the eliminat­
ing or at least soft pedaling partisan positions 
on their news pages and saving them for opin­
ion pages. 

Of course that hasn't stopped partisanship 
from creeping into news accounts and it hasn't 
stopped some publishers from using their 
newspapers for blatant political reasons. But, 
the principle remains in place at most newspa­
pers and the major broadcast networks. 

But now we have the Internet — blogs, com­
ments on online stories, chat rooms. Everyone 
is invited to offer up an opinion or two or 
incessantly. There is little censorship over 
these comments and the result is something 
like the elevation of barroom arguments into 
written political discourse. The back and forth 
on almost every issue is every bit as vulgar, 
misinformed, bullheaded and, quite often, off-
subject and distracting as your usual Friday 
night after work at the local friendly. 

Being churlish about these things suggests 
a disdain for democracy and free speech, I'm 
with Winston Churchill about democracy 
being the worst form of government except in 

comparison to all the other forms of govern­
ment that have been tried. As for free speech, 
well, here I am ranting so I guess if I can rant, 
so can everyone else. 

On the national scene these comments prob­
ably have little effect. Candidates running for 
federal positions are pretty much immune to 
this stuff, although this year provides a test 
on dealing with one of our most prickly issues 
— race relations. But it is at the local level, the 
state, county, city and township levels that we 
cover that this sort of nasty business becomes 
troubling. 

This isn't about taking a position on something 
like the annexation issue in Livonia or a par­
ticular slate of candidates in Canton or Redford 
townships. Everyone who lives in those com­
munities should take an interest in those topics, 
speak out on their positions and be a part of the 
debate. The problem is when that conversation 
becomes vitriolic, personal, accusatory with 
vague and harmful charges that aren't and can't 
be substantiated. Quite often the writers drift off 
the issue entirely to launch a personal attack on 
someone who has offered an earlier comment. 
(Good thing the 'net isn't a bar because the fists 
would be flying all the time. Or we'd see a return 
to the days of Hamilton and Burr, when a duel 
satisfied the issue.) 

As we move into the general election season, 
the focus in many of our communities will 
switch from the local scene to the presidential 
election. Many of our communities are one-
party strongholds in which the primary was 
the election. But there will be ballot issues 
coming in November that will set off alarms 
for many political junkies. 

We can only hope they spend some time 
honing their arguments, focusing on the issues 
and eliminating the vitriol. 

("Fat chance, Killjoy!") 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer _ 
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mai! at hgallagher® 
hometown I ife.com or by phone at (734) 953-2149. 
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SHOKMVtm and SAVE 
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During the ShopConton Summer 

Savings program, we invite you 

to visit Canton restaurants, hotels, 

and retailers... ans 

DOWNLOAD Your SUMMER SAVINGS COUPONS at: 

ShopCtUVtOK.org 
Be SUre tO Check OUt this Week's Presented by 

V98J Smooth Jazz Summer Concert! 

jazz in the Park 
at Brighton Gardens of Northville 

Wednesday, August 13th • 4:30 to 6:30 pm 
Join in the festivities as Brighton Gardens of Northville hosts "Jazz in the Park." 
At this exciting event you can enjoy refreshments and the smooth sounds of live 
jazz as you mingle with residents and guests. 

To those seeking the best in gracious retirement living, we invite you to tour our 
beautiful community, and see why so many seniors love to call Brighton Gardens 
of Northville home. -

Please RSVP t o 734-420-7917 by August 12th 

SENIOR LIVING 

Brighton Gardens of Northville 734-420-7917 
Also serving seniors at: 
Sunrise of Northville 734-420-4000 

15870 Haggerty Rd, Northville, Ml 48170 

16100 Haggerty Rd, Northville, Ml 48170 

Assisted Living * Memory Care 

For more informat ion and a FREE online newslet ter , visit www.stinriseseniorf iving.com 


