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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Canton Library Director Eva Davis
(left) congratulates Parminder
Kaur of Canton, who pushed the
library's 2008 circulation to one
milfion items when she checked
out some materials on July 23.

July was
a sizzling
month at
the library

Canton’s Parminder Kaur
received a bit of a surprise
when she checked out some
materials during a July 23
visit to the Canton Public
Library. Little did she know
that her checkout would put
the library’s totel circula-
tion at 1,000,000 Hems for
2008.

Kaur was rewarded for
her special checkout with a
free library tote bag filled
with prizes from the library
and $50 Jungle Java gift
certificate.

. According to Library
Director Eva Davis, the
library has experienced an
annual circulation increase
averaging nearly 5 percent,
which has pushed the one
million circulation mark
to an earlier point in the
calendar each year since
November of 2002 — when
the library reached the mile-
stone for the first time.

The library was par-
ticularly busy in July, when
184,836 items were checked
out. The total was the
library’s all-time record for a
single month.

Davis said the increased
use of the library probably
has a lot to do with the poor

economy and the fact that
people are looking for cheap
things to do closer tc home.

“Overall, library usage has
been up, which is typical in
times of economic hardship,”
said Davis. “Summer read-
ing participation is high this

~ year and that has increased

our circulation. Also, we
have removed limits on some
items in response to patron
requests, so they are free to
check out more items at a
time. The public library is
a great deal when you are
watching your budget.”

Kurt Kuban
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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In nabbing the Republican
nomination Tuesday, Melissa
McLaughlin is poised to become
the next Canton Township trea-
Surer.

McLaughlin, a longtime trust-
ee who pulled

| Joan Noricks,
will run unop-
posed in the
November gen-
eral election.
“Tm very
“excited,” said
McLaughlin,
who celebrated her victory with
her husband, John, two sons,

McLaughlin

. lan and Bryan, and friends.

In total, McLaughlin
received 3,160 votes to 2,030
for Noricks, the longtime presi-
dent of the Canton Community
Foundation.

“I voted for Melissa
McLaughlin because she per-
sonally came to my door and
spoke with me,” said Canton

Piease see TREASURER, A3

Joan Noricks gets a huq fro'm outgoing Canton Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter at an eiection night party.

Incumbents lead
way to victory
in trustee race

BY TIFFANY L, PARKS ~
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After a few moments of
attempting to get a glance of
the computer screen through
the small crowd, the woman
gave up, turned to Pat
Williams and asked: "Are
you winning?”

Williams, later chosen as
one of the four Republican
trustee candidates to
advance to the November
election, responded, “We're
doing good. It’s not final but
we're doing good.”

On Tuesday night,
Williams and his supporters
gathered around two com-
puters at his home to moni-

-tor the township’s election

results as they poured in.
When Williams, a politi-
cal newcomer, learned that
he had advanced out of the
primary, he celebrated with
Trustee Todd Caceamo and
irustee candidate John
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Anthony.
|  The three,
along with
Trustee
Karl Zarbo,
received
the largest
number of
votes out of
the seven
Republican
| candidates
running for
a seat on the
board.
Democratic
trustee can-
didate Syed
S. Taj also
solidified his
spot on the
general election ballot with

Zaro

'2,071 votes. He is the only

Democrat‘in the race.
Caccamo, who is wrap-
ping up his first term, was
the highest vote-getter out
of the trustee candidates by
pulling in- 3,616 votes (22
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McLaughlin knocks off rival in
contentious treasurer's race

Plakas, Barone
earn fop two
judge spots

8Y TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It will be Jim Plakas of
Northville Township and Joe

in the Nov. 4 general election
race for 35th District Court
judge.

Plakas won the ﬁeld-of-s:x
primary Tuesday with 7,380
votes, followed by Barone with

4,937.

Martha Snow of Northvﬂle
Township finished third
with 4,689 votes. The rest
of the field had Cam Miller
of Plymouth fourth with
4,314 votes; followed by
Jim Malinowski of Canton
Township with 1,174 votes
and Art Butler of Plymouth
Township with 288,

Plakas finished first in
Plymouth Township, Canton

Please see JUDGE, A3

Barone of Plymouth Township |
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“I'm happy that people can
see that I'm trying to do the

right thing. It’s about more  (734) 953-2170

L
"LIGHTHOUEE COURT"..always revered for its homes,

# lot sizes and location, Architect-designed with 4 bedrooms,

formal DR., a 11brary with alcove/computer station, 2 1/2

f baths, FR with FF, * WINDOWS, OVERSIZED 1st FLOOR

B LAUNDRY, bnck terraceslwa]ks, ete.

MAINTAINED! $375.000. (734) 649-2175. °
ask For BOB BAKE
(734) 649-2175
177 N. Main ¢ Plymouth, MI
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ITC tree removal

Over the next couple of
weeks, crews working for the
International Transmission
Company (ITC) will be mark-
ing trees for removal in the
high power electric corridor
that runs through Canton.
Federal guidelines necessitate
the clearing to ensure there are
no disruptions to their service.
All trees designated for remov-
al will be marked on the cor-
ridor side of the tree. In some
instances, trees that are within
their safety boundary could
be located on, or near, private
property. In those cases, ITC
will negotiate with the prop-
erty owner.

For questions or concerns
please call ITC directly at (877)
483-4839.

Newcomers welcome Dr.
Fiegel

The public is invited to
spend an evening socializing,
enjoying refreshments from
Carrabba’s Italian Grill and
Back Home Bakery, getting
to know your “neighbors” and
signing up for 20-plus inter-
est groups (Book Club, Bunko,
Playgroups, Chick Flick,
Couples Social, Serapbooking
to name a few) at the Canton
Newcomers Wednesday Sept.
3 adult general meeting at
Workman Elementary, 250
Denton Road (at Cherry Hill
Road).

A special meet/greet
is scheduled from 7-7:30
p.m. with newly appointed
Plymouth-Canten Schools
Superintendent Craig Fiegel.
This is the Newcomers’ season
kickoff meeting. Huntington
Bank is sponsoring the event.
All remaining 1st Wednesday

AROUND CANTON

of the month meetings will be
held at Sunflower Clubhouse,
45800 Hanford. This social,
civic and charitable organiza-
tion will also host a raffle to
benefit a local charity.

To order a complimentary
September newsletter that will
arrive a few days before the
meeting, visit www.canton-
newcomers.org or call Noreen
at (734) 981-0486.

Plymouth-Canton Head
Start

The Plymouth Canton Head
Start program will host an ice
cream social from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., Wednesday, Aug, 13 at
Sheldon Head Start, 44649
Michigan Avenue, Canton.
Head Start is now enrelling
children in its free preschool
program. For more informa-
tion, call {734 326-6271.
School supplies giveaway

Way of Life Christian Church
is giving away free backpacks
filled with school supplies. The
picnic and giveaway will be
held from 2-6 p.m., Aug. 31,
at UAW 735, 48055 Michigan
Avenue (west of Beck Road).
There will be refreshments and
activities for children of all
ages, Pastors Fred and Helen
Canty and the Way of Life con-
gregation will be on hand and
would love to meet your fam-
ily. For more information, call
(734) 482-0068.

Marching band fund-
raiser

The Plymouth-Caiton
marching band is hosting
its annual “Car Washathon”
on Saturday, Aug. 9 at the
Plymouth High School parking
lot in Canton from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Plymouth High School is
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Happy Hounds
now offers....

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

“Catching a snooze §
at Happy Hounds
is fun!” -

located at 8400 Beck Read in
Canton. The car wash is free.

Money is raised through pledg-

es gathered by approximately-
200 band members.
Inidividual band members of

the not-for-profit organization -

are accepting between one half
cent to two cents for every car
washed or a donation prior to
the day’s activities. The band
expects to wash about 1,000
vehicles. Donations are tax
deductible.

“The Car Washathon” is
one of the biggest fund-rais-
ers of the year,” said Scott
Ragland, president of the
2008 Plymouth Canton Music
Boosters. “The money raised
helps the kids with participa-

tion fees to-be in the band,

including uniforms, instruc-
tion, and the cost to attend
band camp in August. The car
wash itself is fun for the kids
and parents alike.”

Free Bilingual children’s
event

Join Bilingual Fun for a
morning of stories, musie,
dancing, and fun activities.
Children of all ages will be
exposed to the Spanish lan-
guage at this upbeat and inter-
active story time, which will
be held at 11 a.m., Aug. 13 at
Borders Books and Music in
Canton, The event is free. No
registratién required. Contact
info@bilingualfun.com or visit
www.bilingualfun.com for
more information.

Willow Run air show

.The Yankee Air Museum’s
2008 “Thunder Over
Michigan” Air Display,
which will include the par-
ticipation of the U.S. Navy’s
F/A-18C Hornet Single-Ship .
Tactical Demonstration and
the U.S. Air Force’s F-16C
“Viper” Single-Ship Tactical
Demonstration teams, will
coincide with this year’s 10th
Anniversary Air Display Aug.
9-10 at Willow Run Airport.

The two teams will put their
respective jets through “hard
core” demonstrations reaching

speeds over 700 mph, which is -

just under the speed of sound.
The pilots will pull in excess of
8 (s in their maneuvers and
will show the tactical capa-
bilities of these modrn fighter
jets, These single-ship demos
will show them flving as low as
500 feet and climbing straight

up to altitudes of over 15,000
feet.

Special guest Guanery
Sgt. R. Lee Ermey will sign
autographs and take pictures
within the Yankee Air Museum
tent. Ermey starred in the
film “Full Metal Jacket” and
was nominated in 1988 fora
Golden Globe award for his
role. Currently he is working
on two films that are in pro-
duction, “Cat Tale” and “Black
Mountain.” He has been in
numerous other films and tele-
vision shows for nearly the last
30 years.

General admission tickets
are on sale until Aug. 8 for $20
each and then $25 at the gate.
Parking is also discounted to
$5 per vehicle right now and
will be $10 at the gate. Tickets
are available at www.startick-
etsplus.com, or by phone at
{800) 585-3737, or visit any
Metjer store and purchase
at the StarTicketsPlus kiosk,
All proceeds will be used to
rebuild 2 new museum com-
plex. In October 2004, the
museum suffered a devastating
fire in which the entire WWII
hangar and most of its contents
were Jost,

For more 1nformatmn vigit -
www.YankeeAirMuseum.org.

Preschool open house
and sale

Plymouth Children’s
Nursery, a co-op preschool for
children age 3 to 4, is having
an Open House from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. ont Aug, 7 and 8. Come
visit the school located at 5828
N. Sheldon Road (just north
of Ford) in Canton: and learn
about how a co-op works and
how your child will learn 'and
grow through play. The school
will also have a sale at the
same time. Items include toys,
books, stuffed animals, house-
hold items, bikes, typewriters;
records and much more.

Chamber golf classic

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will host the 2008
Chamber Golf Classic on
Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Pheasant
Run Golf Club. Registration for
the fund-raising event begins
at 8:30 am.

There are several packages to
participate available.

The Golf for Four
Sponsorship Package is $650,
and includes golf for four with
a tee or green sponsorship,

Cell phones for the troops

Vietnam Veterans Post 528 member Bob Lamoureux (from left), Sharon
and Brian Metzger of Canton and Lynn Dery from REMAX Classic of Canton
display some of the more than 100 celf phones the post and REMAX have
coflected as part of an effort to provide our troops overseas with free
calfing cards. For every ceil phone that is furned in they are able to provide
the calling cards to the troops. They wili be collecting cell phones at the
Vietnam Veterans car shows Wednesdays at 1426 S. Mill Street in Plymouth,
in addition, Dery will be at the Aug. 23 car show at the UAW HALL on
Michigan Avenue in Canton. Also the post is accepting old American flags -
that need to be retired, and will replace them with new fiags (while supplies
fast). For more information, contact Gary at (734} 459-6700.

signage at the course, recogni-
tion at the dinner banguet, and
a plaque, plus 18 holes of golf,
with cart, continental break-
fast, lunch at the turn, bever-
ages on the course, dinner, gift
package, awards & prizes.

The Golf for Four Package.
is $550, and includes golf
with cart for four, continental
breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, buf-
fet dinner banquet, prizes, and
gift package.

- Individual golf is $150 and
includes golf with cart, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
buffet dinnér banquet, prizes,
gift package, and more.

For those who only want din-
ner, the cost is $35.

To register for the event or
for more information, visit the
Chamber Web site at www.can-
tonchamber.com or call (734)
453-4040.

Leadership Canton

Leadership Canton is niow
accepting applications for the
2008-2009 leadership class.
This is.an'eight month class
from October through May
designed to help current and
potential leaders breaden their
awareness of leadership oppor-
tunities in the Canton com-
munity.

Registration deadline is
Aug. 15. The cost of the class is
$800. Each day Jong seminar
includes lunch,

Leadership Canton is a Jomt
collaboration between Canton
Township and the Canton .
Chamber of Commerce. For
more information, call the
Canton Chamber of Commerce
office at (734) 453-4040 or e-
mail eventscoordinator@can-
tonchamber.com.

Literary arts class

Literary Arts Class For
Children - Embark On A
Creative Writing Journey

Poet and photographer
Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin of

‘Canton offers a Literary Arts

Class for Children noon to 1

" p.m., Aug. 4-7, at the Tinkham

Center off Venoy Road in
Westland.

The class is des1gned to
liven up your story telling
skills by writing in your jour-
nal, learn about new ways to
describe things so that all of
your stories and haiku will be
cool to write and fun to share
with others.

Call (734) 419-2426 to reg-
ister.

Anyone wishing to speak
first to Martin can e-mail her
at peroincs @comeast.net or
call (734) 397-1626.

AT 12:00 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, August 18, 2008, Tate & Co.
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space Storage, will
be offering for sale under the judicial lien process by public auction,
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally
deseribed as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash
only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any and all
bids. The sale will be at the following location: EXTRA SPACE
STORAGE, 6729 N, CANTON CENTER RD,, CANTON, MI 48187

Alan Ray Brown - D153 10x20 - 13+ Totes, Propane Boat Heater,

Shop Vac, 2 Wheel Grinder, Big
Daddy’s Gun Safe, Garden Tocls

calling the following:

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton,
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxilitary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or

Y
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: David Medley, ADA Coerdinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8, Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

in Container, Lamp, Arrows &
Quiver, Fishing Rod, Saw. Table,
CGrun Case, Tennis Racket, Misc.
Sports Equip., Misc. Tools.

Cage-Free
Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-fike environment,
including sieeping on the bed with our
trained and loving staff member!

Publish: July 31 and Aungust 7, 2008 Publish: August 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2008
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i Dog Day Gare * Boarding * Training Classes : 5 Memorial & Honor Dept. e Ce T N ' B =
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! I yuu are at work, on vacation, ] é Memphis, TN 38105 ' n ney("‘ g p _ I Ca‘

or traveling for business, we are at work v 1.800.873.6983
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Laok in on them on our LIVE Doggie Weh Cams! & . siude wg/mbm | }
734-459-DOGS 1§l | =

Dog @@g gﬁ% 673mIﬂ?)lgv?ltounzlgngrenﬂogai70% i: L|M|TED TIME ONLY!
A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!" JiS ;

DANL‘E USA' SUPER GRAND GHAMPIOM 2008 CRYSTAL (-‘UP WINNER!!!.- .
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Darice USA
Grand Champs 2007
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Council of America
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COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES*

= Any frame up to $130
= Scratch-resistant lenses
= Single vision, lined bifocals or

'FREE NO-LINE
BIFOCALS!

& pzrieer M o bl

Every Tuesday & Thursday

5 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Starting Aug. 5 - Aug. 28 %%

Classes begin Sept. 3

» All adult certified teaching staff
« No annual registration fees!

« Affordable costumes

» Reasonable recital tickets

* Annual attendance trophies

» Raised wood dance floors

QEDA612423

Cail tdy for yur ey xam ar big in your Ax.

: I ~ Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 I
Ballet « Tap * Jazz  Hip Hop * Lyrical » I Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 l

*$83 offer includes any frame up to §130, single vision, ST23 ined bifecals or standard Instincive no-ling bifacals with scrateh-resistant plastic lensas sxciuding Raybas and SuaSpot Collection, Some special
orders exciuded. Additional eharge may B applied for strang R, Othar progressives, speclalty ienses and lens optlons ere addifional. **0ffer mchudes any frame up to $100.00. FREE warranty and polycarsonate
lenges for any child 18 and under. See optician for details. Gannot be combined with another offer visitn care plan, packags pricing or prior orders. Eye exams arvanged or wa can 1 your doctor's préscription.
l Participating stores only, Vaid where prtiblted by law. Eye exams performed by Indpender state ficensed Doclors of Optometry, Offer ands Rugust 21, 2608. "Valld prescrigtion required, An eye sxam [

b
» Pre-school Creatwe Dance ¢ All-Boys Hip. Hop’“ﬁ%{on

required to determing ff contact lenses are right for you. See store for details. Other terms and conditions may agply. Important information for contact Iens waarers: AGUYUE®Brand Conlact Lenses are available
by prescription caly for vision correction. A eye cane professioaat wilk datermine whether contact lenses are right for you. Although rare, serfous eye problems can devetop. To help avold these pratlems,
follow the wear and reglacement sthedule and e fens care instructions provided by your-doctor, Do niot wear tenses If you have an ays Infection, or experience eye dissomort, axcesslve tearing, vislon
changes, radnass or other aye prabiiems. If one of these conditlons oocurs, contact your sye doctor mediately. For mora inforsration on proper wear, care and safety, talk to your eye care prolessional,

l g\ILWVaBD!DU-gg!-ZUN r visit acuvus.com. AGHVLE®, ACUVUIES ADVANCES, ACUVUE® CASYS™, HYDRACLEAR® AND ULTRA COMFORT SERIES™ are reglstered trademarks of Johnson & Johnson Vision Cara, Ing,
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- second to Cam Miller in

left the polls Tuesday.
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Township, Northville Township
and Northville, and finished

Plymouth by only 16 votes.

“That’s just today,” said
Piakas, with the realization the.
bigger prize is in November.
“There’s 90 days from now.”

Plakas said with six candi-
dates vying for the six-year
judgeship, it was a tough cam-
paign.

“You have five other competi-
tors doing whatever is neces-

Barone

Plakas

fund raising and trying to get
financial contributions from
a lot of the same people, five
other campaigns you have to
monttor,” said Plakas, “Al} I
know is that we gave it every-
thing we had and ultimately
the people would decide the

Barone was both excited and
relieved after hearing voters in
Plymouth Township — the last
community to report its results
— vaulted him past Snow for
second place.

i
“That’s one advantage I've
had, I've done this before,” said
Plakas. “I know the difference
between the primary election
and the general election ... it
has to be a-different strategy.

nofficial’ resu
lef court confusion

“I'm a little bit shocked, but
I'm very happy,” said Barone.
“Everybody ran a great race.”

The winner in November
will take the seat being vacated
by Judge John MacDonald,
retiring after 24 years on the
bench. Plakas, who won the
primary two years ago and lost
to incumbent Judge Ron Lowe,
said his strategy will now shift
with Barone the only other

“It certainly isn’t going to be
easy,” he said. “Joe (Barone) did
a great job with his campaign
and it showed in the numbers.”

Barone said be knows it will
be a tough challenge the next
to catch Plakas’ number of
votes.

“1 think I'll have to work that
much harder, rally the troops
and see what happens,” he said.

- When Joe Barone went to
bed early Wednesday morning,
he was on Cloud Nine after
learning he’d just been voted
one of two candidates to run
for 35th District Court judge in
November,

However, just hours later he
was deluged with phone calls
suggesting he lost the primary
election to fellow candidate
Martha Snow.

The Wayne County elec-

sary to win, five other people  two finishers.” candidate in the race. thruscato@hometowntife.com
MecLanghlin’s goals astown-  vibrant and strong,” she said, working in the community.
ship treasurer include maximiz- adding that township officials Township Clerk Terry Bennett

ing the newest technology with
various payment plans and
options, simplifying the treasur-
er's Web page to make it more
informational and providing
immediate access to information
and services regarding financial
assistance programs, foreclo-
sures and tax deferrals.

FROM PAGE Al

resident Kendra Gutierrez as she

MecLaughlin, who has been a
trustee since 1992 and a plan-
ning commissioner since 1991,
estimated that she visited 1,500

township homes and acknowl- McLaughlin also wants to
edged the benefit of voters being  publish an anmual report to
able to put a face to the name. “enhance transparency and

‘With months to go before the
general election rolls around,
McLaughlin said she hopes to
begin learning the inner work-
ings of the office with the help
of retiring Treasurer Elaine
Kirchgatter.

“I hope to use the time we -
have now to get some rungs on
the ladder climbed,” she said. “T
want to take full advantage of
the opportunity to learn from
Elaine”

accountability to the public” and
accept taxes paid by mail as “on
time” if they are postmarked as
of the due date.

In filling the role of treasurer,
which has a salary of $98,790,
McLaughlin would continue her
legislative duties to the town-
ship and said it’s important that
Canton progresses regardless of
the state’s tumbling economy.

“We need to go on the offense
and really fight to keep Canton

Joe Gannon
We're recommended
byJoe Gannon .. . .. .;
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must go after new economic
developments.

As one half of the township’s
most contentious race, Noricks
was disappointed with her finish
but felt good about her first ven-
ture into elected politics. ‘

“I am proud of my campaign.

I am proud of my supporters,”
she said. “I'm pleased 1 was able
to stay on the issues and talk
about my qualifications for the
position.”

Noricks, who took a leavé of
absenice from the CCF to cam-
paign, said she plans to continue

said 11,455 voters participated
in the township primary, which
is about 20 percent of Canton’s
registered voters. Bennett, who
is running unopposed for re-
election, said the low turnout
was surprising,

“We've had better primaries,”
she said. “I expected a larger
turnout, considering how much
the candidates got out there and
knocked on doors and all the
money that wag spent on this
campaign. I thought it would be
up around 30 percent.”

Bennett received 4,640 votes,

Advertisement
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tion Web site, as well as those
of several media outlets, had
Snow edging Barone by 36
votes.

“I received a phone call from
Joe (Xuereb, husbhand of Snow)
about 7 a.m. saying Wayne

{s cause

County has some different
numbers and Martha beat me,”
Barone said. “Then my cell
phone was ringing off the hook
with people wondering if I had
WOIL.

“My heart sank, so this
(Wednesday) morning I went
to each individual clerk’s office
to verify the numbers,” he
added. “For a few hours, I was
really on edge.”

Wayne County Chief Deputy
Clerk Caven West would only
comment the Web site had
“unofficial results, we have 14
days to go through everything
and certify it.”

- By Tony Bruscato
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Scholarship program helps local students get jump

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Mayur Patel will begin
his freshman year of college
$1,000 richer because of the
Kiwanis Club of Plymouth
Canton Breakfast Grant.

“This is pretty good help,”
says Patel, 17, who will study
pre-med at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor.

Patel is one of two dozen
local students that will begin
the fall semester with a schol-
arship awarded through the
2008 Canton Community
Foundation Education Grani
Program.

Patel learned of the program
after a friend received a CCF
scholarship last year.

“I'm really glad that I got it,”

he said of the Kiwanis grant.

“It’s going to help me out.”
Other scholarships in the pro-

gram, which dates back to 1990,

ahI Ashraf, Cantn

Jack Demmer Ford
Scholarship, $650

College: University of
Michigan '

i
;
;!
|
l

Manal Kandah, anton

Elizabeth Durack Memorial

Scholarship, $500

Coliege: Eastern Michigan

University

Emily Patton, Plymouth
Canton Lions Club, $500

College: Northern
Michigan University

Nanzeen Uddin, Canton

Canton Community
Foundation, $1,000
College: University of
Michigan-Dearborn

Space donated by the Observer Newspapers

include the $500 Penelope
Hope Klei Scholarship for a
student planning to attend a
Christian college; the Denski
Family Scholarship worth $500
for graduating cheerleaders
from Plymouth-Canton Schools
and the Harold Rosin Grant
valued at $1,000 for non-tradi-
tional students.

“No matter the amount of
the scholarship, students have
been able to help pay for mate-
rials and tuition,” said Katie
Robiadek, CCF programs
assistant. “We have received so
much feedback from recipients
saying that this helped alot.”

While the majority of the
program’s scholarships are in
the $500-%1,000 range, two of
the most sought after awards
could total $8,000 each. The
four-year renewable $2,000
Yazaki North America, Inc.
Scholarship was awarded to
Xin-Kan Su and Stephanie

Allison Deeb, Canton
Eastern Michigan
University Grant, $1,000

Colfege: Eastern Michigan
University

Bryson Machonga,
Canton

Penelope Hope Klei
Scholarship, $500

College: Erskine

Dodi Piotrowski, Canton

Harold Rosin Grant,
$1,000

College: Madonna
University

tace Wedafnd, anton

Elizabeth Durack Memorial
Scholarship, $500

College: Madonna
University

'arah' Glunt, (u:anton'

Wong, both of Canton. Su and
Wong each plan to attend U-
M-—Ann Arbor.

Emily Patton, 17, was select-
ed to receive the Canton Lions
Club Scholarship.

“I'm excited,” the Salem
High School graduate said of
the $500 award. “This will
help me further my education.”

The Lions award is designed
for any sight or hearing-
impaired individual or a stu-
dent who intends to majorin a
sight or hearing-impaired field.

Patton, who is hearing
impaired, will study nursing at
Northern Michigan University.

“I learned about the scholar-
ships through a family mem-
ber and I think it’s good that
{(CCF) is here to help students,”
she said.

To learn more about the
Foundation or its programs,
visit www.cantonfoundation.
org or call (734} 495-1200.

on college

BRESLER  STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The 2008 Canton Community Foundation Scholarship winners.

Denski Family
Scholarship, $500

College: Central Michigan
University

Aisha Malek, Canton

Marvin Schulz
Scholarship, $300

College: University of
Michigan

Monica Przebienda,
Canton

Youth Leadership
Scholarship, $500

Coliege: Univ. of Michigan

Stephanie Wong, Canton
Yazaki North America
Grant, $2,000

Coliege: University of
Michigan

Fatima Idrees, Canton Patricia Janus, Canton Cynthlaamlsh, Canton
University of Michigan-  Canfon Business & Lawrence Technological -
Dearborn Grant, $500  Professional Women, $500  University Grant, $1,000.

College: University of
Michigan-Dearborn

College: Schoolcraft
College

College: Lawrence |
Technological University -

Helen Meerenda, Canton  Jessica Qbrec, Canton Mayur Patel, Canton

Canton Community Elizabeth Durack Memorial Kiwanis Club of Plymouth
Foundation, $500 Scholarship, $500 Canton Breakfast Grant,
College: University of College: Schoolcraft $1,000 '
Michigan College College: Univ. of Michigan

Nina Redzovic, Canto

Mans Lumber & Millwork
Scholarship, $500

College: University of

Xin-Kan Su Canton

Yazaki North America
Grant, $2,000

College: University of

Jessica Reed,Canton
University of Michigan-
Dearborn Grant, $500
College: University of

Michigan Michigan-Dearborn Michigan
Jennifer Bordin, Canton  Nancy Szczepanski,
Eastern Michigan Canton
University grant, $1,000  Canton Business &

Professional Women, $500

College: Schooicraft
College

College: Eastern Michigan
University

Siyang , Canton
Meredith L. Whalen

Memorial Scholarship,
$500

College: Univ, of Michigan

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton Community Foundation Chair Herb Scott talks about the awards and
the winners during & ceremony in Cherry Hifl Village back in June.

S
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3 Wayne-Westland staffers take on new assignments

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ~

There will be new faces

in the top spots at Wayne- kids, and T am very proud be mittee.
Westland's two high schools here. There’s no better placebe  Orr also thanked her hus-
this fall. than Wayne Memorial High band, Brent, telling the board

The school board earlier this  School.”
month approved the appoint-
ment of Valerie Orr as princi-
pal at Wayne Memorial High
School and David Ingham as
prineipal of John Glenn High
School. They replace John
Albrecht, who has jeined the
district’s administrative staff
as the executive director of
student and legal services,
and Joan Sedik, who has been
named the executive director of
human services.

Orr told the board she was
“very excited, overwhelmed
and humbled” by the appoint-
ment,

“There’s not maiy people in
world who can say they got the.

job they always dreamed of,”
she said. “My.roots grow very
long in this community. Ilove
Wayne-Westland, I love the

Orr, 2 Wayne resident, has
been with the district since
2001. She was a mathematics
teacher at Franklin Middle
School for six years before
being named an assistant
principal at Wayne Memorial.
She has a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in mathematics
and sociology from Eastern
Michigan Unjversity and a
master of arts degree in cur-
riculum and instruction from
the University of Phoenix,

She has participated in the
Wayne County RESA Aspiring
Principals Program, trained
as a district staff development
leader and developed and

that he “has been very support-
ive and understanding of my

2003,

here”

science degree in natural

Larkin calls differences with
McCotter ‘crystal clear’

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
GBSERVER $TAFF WRITER

Livonia attorney Joseph Larkin says that
he and U.8. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter have
“erystal clear” differences on the major
issues of the day and he is looking forward
10 a debate in the fall campaign for the 11th
Congressional District.

Larkin, 44, handily defeat-
ed former Novi city manager
Edward Kriewall with more
than 70 percent of the vote
in Tuesday’s Democratic pri-
mary. McCotter ran unop-
posed in the Republican
primary.

This is Larkin’s first run
for elective office. He has
a private law practice in

arkln

Livonia.

On Tuesday, Larkin said he was ready to
accept a win or a loss. '

“I believe I have a healthy view of being-a
public servant,” he said. “T'il give them my
point of view. I have to be true to what 1 -
believe.” :

Larkin said he has strong differences with
McCotter over the war in Irag, the foreclo-
sure crisis, energy and the economy.

“I amn going to bring ideas that willbe a
big, positive step forward,” he said.

0000080060 00600000

{ Fall Dance Classes
REGISTER NOW

register by Aug 19th and enfer to win
FREE Lessons for a Year!!!
For dates, times & schedule visit centralcitydance.com

1ITH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Democrat

Joseph Larkin 24,403
Edward Kriewall 9,461
Republican

Thaddeus McCotter 41,543

Kriewall said Wednesday that newspaper
endorsements for Larkin “killed me.”

“I didn’t think it would be that big a factor,
but it was,” he said. \

Kriewall said he believes he did better
than Larkin in television interviews and
in their joint forum, He said newspaper
endorsements portrayed him as leaning
more Republican.

“I thought I was a good candidate,” he
said. ) .
Kriewall said he has no ptans to run for
office again. R

McCotter released a statement Tuesday
that he was “honored and humbled to
be nominated” for the fourth time as
‘the Republican candidate in the 11th
Congressional District.

“T will strive to uphold their trust as,
together, we fight to revitalize our Great

Lakes State and keep our America the great-
est nation on earth,” the statement read.

presented staff in-services on
student-led conferences, She
also has served on the district’s
middle school scheduling com-

school year. He moves from
Adams Middle School where
he had been the principal since

“This almost seems like an
awards acceptance speech
because I'm thanking every-
one,” the Howell resident said.
“But it’s appropriate because
we need support of everyone

Ingham has a bachelor of

resources management from
the University of Connecticut,
a master of arts degree in man-
agement and supervision from
Central Michigan University
and a master of arts degree

in secondary education from
Marymount University. He was
as a teacher, department head

love of education.” and interim assistant principal
Ingham is a familiar with at Taylor Truman High School
- John Glenn High School, hav-  before joining the Wayne-
ing served as an assistant prin- Westland district in 2002.
cipal there during the 2003-04  Ingham also had a special

thank you for Supefintendent
Greg Baracy for hiring him
from Taylor schools.

“You gave me the opportu-
nity to be in excellent district
where focus is always on stu-
dents and matches up to cur
focus,” he said. “1 appreciate
that and accept the opportu-
nity to serve.”

Sedik also was thankful for
being tapped for the human
resources position.

A
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DUL FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Rvan Flaherty and Kylei Philo were
among the four recipients of the Dul
Foundation Scholarships. The Dul
Family, owners of Clips and Clamps
Industiries and Fox Hills Golf &
Banquet Center, established a yearly
scholarship fund in 1999 for employ-
ees and their families.

Flaherty, who attends Grand Valley
State University and is majoring in
chemistry, plans to attend law school
and become a patent lawyer. He was
placed on the Dean’s List for out-
standing academic achievement his
first semester of college. Ryan is also
active in community service includ-
ing volunteering at soup kitchens,
Habitat for Humanity and political
campaigns. Ryan is a graduate of
Plymouth High School and is the son
of John and Cindy Flaherty. Byan has
been an employee of Fox Hills Golf &
Banquet Center since 2005,
~ Philo attends Eastern Michigan
University in Ypsilanti and is major-
ing in accounting with a minor
in Spanish. After completing her
Bachelor’s degree, Kylei will con-
tinue her education by obtaining
her Master’s degree in accounting,
She has been a member of the EMU
Dance Team for two years and on
the EMU Competitive Dance Team
for one year. Kylei received the Eagle
Academic Scholarship and has been
on the Dean’s list for two semesters.

Northville

248-449-3700

for early withdrawal, Member FDIC.

“This was not some 1 had
imagined as my plan for the
future,” she said. "T'm excited
about the new challenge and
the new position, and I ook
forward working with human
resources, Dr. (Greg) Baracy
and the board.”

Sedik wil} move a few hun-
dred yards down Marquette
from the school she’s been at
since joining the district in
19'70. She worked as a teacher
at John Glenn High School for
25 years before being-named
an assistant principal in 1995.
She was named principal in
2000. '

A Westland resident, Sedik
has a bachelor of science
degree in business education,
soctal seience and English
from Wayne State University, a
master of arts degree in read-
ing from Eastern Michigan
University and an education
specialist degree from WS5U in

Get on the bail.

general administration,

The appointments drew .
praise from board Secretary
Cindy Schofield, who was
excited to see the threé admin-
istrators “step forward to new
positions.” ‘

“I know the three of you
will do a wonderful job, you
will be a real asset to Wayne-~
Westland,” shie said. “Thank
you for stepping up and taking
on new responsibilities.”

“It’s always been our objec-
tive, and my objective, to hire .
from within and this shows we
have many talented people in
school district that can move
into these positions,” added
Trustee Skip Monit.

Board President Martha
Pitsenbarger also added her
congratulations, saying that 1
think it’s great and our schools’
will benefit from it.”

smason@hometownlife.com { (734} 9532112

Read today's

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:

Michigan.

consider the request.

Publish: August 7, 2008

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

REQUEST FROM DHAKE INDUSTRIES FOR
AN INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES
EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE

TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2008

that a public hearing will be held on
Tuesday, August 19, 2008, during a regular meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the Charter Township of Plymouth to consider a request -
from Dhake Industries for an Industrial Facilities Exemption-
Certificate on a two story, 8,000 square foot addition to an existing
facility, including new personal property. The facility is located at
15169 Northville Road, Plymouth Township, Wayne County,

The request is on file in the clexk’s Office where it is available for
public perusal during regular business hours, 800 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday. Any Township resident or member of
any taxing authority within the Township of Plymouth shall have
the right to appear and be heard. Written comments directed to the
Clerk and received prior to the date of the meeting will be
congidered. Following the public hearing the Board of Trustees may

The public hearing, commencing at 7;00 p.m., will be held in the
Town Hall Meeting Room at Plymouth Township Hall, 9956 N.
Haggerty Road, Plymouth, Michigan 48170, on Tuesday, August 19,
2008, during the regularly scheduled Board of Trustee Meeting.
Telephone number 734-354-3224.

MARILYN MASSENGILL, Clerk
Charter Township of Plymeuth

QE0B15305 - 2x5
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133 W. Main Street

“Annual Percentage Yield is accurate s of 08/04/08. The rates will be determined on the date you open your account. These
rates may change any time without prior netice. The Certificate of Deposit must be opened with a minimum $10, 000 or greater
but not more than $99,000. Hulf of the meney deposited must be new money te Main Street Bank.

706 S. Main Street

Plymouth

734-354-9200

Penalties may be imposad
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‘8th Wonder' of the theater world

N d t. % t v\;‘hich- r%aijys the B]iglical s_e]),ga ents and'dedicatign of tgose |
‘ 3 . . ) Nraieiia o <

ew proauction company to by oo and o o whh e oudems |
b ' ited with his family. EMU, the Universit i

' d eb ut WI th u 3 be at ‘J Ose p h, . ‘?:I‘Iif;z}sz li‘ftlle Ellizagggf orfol\l;llichigan, Pim:l'ls‘gz Y :

Taylor, a little country music, ~  University, Michigan State

- ‘ BY TIFFANY L. PARKS Elvis and Barack Obama. If University, Grand Blanc i

JOSEPH AND THE AHAZ'NG OBSERVER STAFF WRITER you don't like a number, just High School and Qakland
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT AT . o wait a minute,” Sim{‘no’ns.said, University, and said he hopes
THE VILLAGE THEATER With a giant ‘King’ sign while Lewis added, “It’s like sth Wonder will be able to- 5
; glowing behind him, Phil the weather in Michigan, it expand next summer. e

Performance Dates and Times Simmons said it's only fitting  keeps changing.” ] ] “We want to be a profession-
Aug. 8. 8 p.m. that Joseph and the Amazing The play opens Friday with  al company for summer stock -

Technicolor Dreamcoat serve  an 8 p.am. show at The Village  work,” he said. “We've gotten, .

Aug.9,2 p.m. 8 p.m. as the first production ofthe ~ Theater, 50400 Cherry Hill pretty good feedback on people

Aug.10, 2 p.m. newly-formed 8th Wonder Road. that are happy and pumped up-
Aug.Ti, 10 a.m. Theatre company. The production has a cast about us bringing this to the
Aug. 12,10 a.m. “Joseph really has something of 23 actors and a 16-mem- area. A lot of things focus on -
Aug. 13,10 a.m. for everyone,” said Simmons of ber children’s choir from an younger and older (actors) but -
. Aug.14,10 a.m., 8 p.m, Ypsilanti, who runs the Ypsilanti elementary school the in-between has been lack- -
Aug.’5,8p.m. Ann Arbor-based company and 15 erew members. ing.” o
S with Ryan Lewis and Brian With this being his eighth For more informa-~
BILLBRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER | Aug. 16, Z_p.m. o Carbin, “ production of Joseph, tion on 8th Wonder, visit
Phil Simmons (teft) and Ryan Lewis will present ‘Joseph and the Amazing For more information, visit www. Joseph is one of the few Simmons, who has toured www.Sthwondertheatre,com.
Technicolor Dreamcoat’ at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. canton-mi.org/villagetheater musicals that appeals to audi-  internationally, said he never  To purchase tickets for the
: ence members of all ages.” tires of the production, show, log on to www.canton-
Simmons and Lewis, both “Even if you are in a really mi.org/villagetheater or call
professors at Eastern Michigan bad mood or have had atough  (734) 394-5300.
University, joked about the  day, you can’t help but smile,”
wide range of personalities he said. tiparks@hometownifz.com
depicted in the popular play, Lewis applauded the tal- {734) 953-2170
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Don't be pressured by salesmen on accounts

# t seems that every week
there is another announce-
# ment that more people in
the auto industry are losing
their jobs. Last week, General
Motors announced it is cutting
5,000 white-collar jobs. One
issue all those people will face
is what to do with their 401{k}
plan. In fact, people who are
changing jobs or retiring also
are faced with this decision.

When someone leaves a
company for whatever reason,
he/she generally has a few
alternatives when it comes to
a 401(k) plan. In most situa-
tions, an individual can simply
leave his/her 401(k) or retire-
ment plan with the employer.
Most employers do not require
you to transfer your retirement
savings account into a differ-
ent retirement vehicle. The
other option, the one I recom-
mend, is to move the money
into an Individual Retirement
Accounty (IRA).

The problem I have with
people keeping their retire-
ment money at their old
employer is the issue of con-
trol. Over the last few years,
we have seen a trend where
employers are changing retire-
ment vehicles much faster
than in the past, If you are
participating in a plan that
changes, whether you are
retired or still working, you
have to adjust your portfolio.

Sometimes these changes’
are to the benefit of the
employees because they offer
new and better investment
alternatives. Unfortunately,
this is not always the case.
Employers are adding new

investment
vehicles for

| which it is dif-
ficult to find

| independent
information.

In the
recent past,
employers
were adding
more opiions
- 1o retirement

" plans and
these were basically mutual
funds where an investor could
receive independent informa-
tion about the fund. This is no
longer the case. For whatever
reasen, there is a trend to offer
fewer investment options and
many of these are not mutual
funds.

I believe the key is to depend
upon independent research.
With many of these new types
of investment vehicles, there is
no independent information.
The investor must rely on the
information provided by the
investment company. I never
want to rely on information
provided just by a company.
My general rule is if you can-
not find independent informa-
tion, you ought to walk away
from the investment.

There are many options
to transfer your retirement
money when you leave a com-
pany. The problem with many
is high fees and high costs,
which do nothing but erode

Money'Mters

" the retuin of an investor.

Too many people who leave
a company end up going into
an investment product they
are sold and one that makes no
sense for them. One example

is variable annuities. Va.rlable
annuities are great for the
salesperson, as not only do
they make a substantial com-
mission, but they make ongo-
ing fees every year. They are an
investment that most should
avoid.

When someone leaves a
company, they are swamped
by the sales vultures who care
only about making the sale as
opposed to putting someone
into an appropriate investment
product. One clue that you are
dealing with the wrong person
is if you are dealing with an
aggressive salesperson.

I know this is old-fashioned
and I've said this many times
in the past, however, one way
to make sure that you are not
being taken advantage of is’
to pay close attention to fees
and costs. You just can’t ask
the salesperson about fees and
costs. You need independent
information. I think you will
find that high-commission,
high-fee products underper-
form and end up putting more
money in the salesperson’s
pocket than in your pocket,
where it belongs,

Den't be negligent with your
retirement money, Make sure
you make an informed deci-
sion. Take your time, If you are
getting pressured, particularly
from a salesperson, the easiest
thing to do is walk away.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
jers@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.ploomassetmanagement.com.
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(] Are some rooms too hot ortoo cold? :
{1 Are you forever opening and closing regzsters try;ng to baiance your home S comfort?

QObserver & Eccentric | Thursday, August 7, 2008 {*)

A

{1 Does the sun affect one end of your home during the winter or.summer causing any argaa of

the home to be unbearable?

1 Are you running expensive and potentially dangerous portable heaters or fans to be comfortable? _ :

] Do you argue with your spouse about the thermostat? Your boss or co-workers?

[ Does your furnace or A/C run constantly but never make your living/working space comfortabie'? '
| Are there rooms that get little or no usage? Will any rooms become empty in the future as

children move out or space needs change?
[0 Would you like to reduce your utmty bilf?

,-> '.

If you answered yes to any of these questions than Zoning Is the Answer' 7] | |

Bryant zmung systems ailnw y:m 1

T m different temperatures for different areas.

of your home for truly custamzzed_ 1

Comfort and enhanced utility savings.
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Help ensure pupils
are set for school

Kudos to the The Plymouth Salvation Army Corps and
its partners for coming up with the idea to help make

sure all students in the Plymouth-Canton and Van Buren

school districts are prepared and ready to go once the new
school year starts on Sept. 2.

The Plymouth Corps, which also serves the Canton com-
munity, is hoping to fill an entire school bus with school
supplies to donate to children from families that are strug—
gling in these turbulent financial times.

According to Laurie Aren, the Plymouth Corps’ director
of family and community ministries, the number of people
asking for help before the start of schoo] will certainly sur-
pass the 36 families (113 students) that requested help last

year. She said they've already received plenty of calls from

families that are seeking help because one or both parents

have lost jobs. And they are expecting more calls to come

in as the school year approaches.

You might say that this is just one more downside to liv-
ing in the current Michigan economy.

Fortunately not everyone has lost their job or is having
to scrimp to get by like so many Michigan workers cur-
rently are. If you are fortunate enough to be in that cat-
egory, there are a lot of kids getting ready for school that
could use your help.

From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 22, volunteers will
be on hand at The Salvation Army church and community
center-at 9451 Main in Plymouth to accept donations of
pens, papet, crayons, backpacks and other school supplies.

While school supplies may seem like a minor detail to
some people, they are a big deal for children who don't
have any. If you think about it, a pencil and paper are on
the front lines of the educational experience.

No child should have to come to school and feel inferior

www.hometownlife.com
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because their parents can’t afford to buy these supplies. So,
please, help if you can. Making sure all our children have
an equal footing in our schools is something that benefits

us all.

Good ideas merit
adequate funding

The story is a familiar one to area school district .

administrators.

State officials come up with a great idea — so great,
they figure every school district in the state should imple-
ment it, Do it or else, they say — and, by the way, don't
bother asking us for any financial help in paying for it.

The resultant dilemma is called an unfunded mandate.

It’s happened time and again, so no one should be sur-
prised that the state Legislature has taken up an all-day
kindergarten program that could cost districts plenty.

In her state of the state message, Gov. Jennifer
Granholm called it a “simple step” that would make a dif-

ference. But simple by whose definition?

While many districts in the area are moving toward
that goal, still others know that the mandate will require
more space and more teachers at a time when state aid
already has fallen behind increased costs.

The problem of unfunded mandates doesn’t stop there.

Recently, the state Court of Appeals ruled that the gov-
ernor and Legislature violated the Headlee Amendment
by requiring school districts to compile data on student
progress without reimbursing them for the cost.

The issue could be appealed to the state Supreme

Court.

“The (state) constitution is very specific” on requiring
mandates be funded, Michael Adamezyk said of the rul-
ing. The assistant superintendent for business in the Troy
district is also president-elect of the Michigan School

Business Officials group.

The frustrating part, he said, is that even though the -
state has lost the argument in the past, it still puts up a

fight.

Adamczyk said it would be difficult to place a dollar
amount on the cost of collecting such data, suggesting
that school staffers would have to keep tally sheets on the

amount of time spent.

But the costs continue to grow. First, the state required
fourth Friday counts in September to calculate enroll-
ment and state aid, he noted. Then the state also required

“counts at mid-year, and now it also requires tabulations .
. on safety, school crime and school employees.

For some districts with current software, computers
take the brunt of the work. But other districts, Adamczyk
said, have to either buy new software or update what they

currently have,

Districts “don’t argue the merits” of ga,thering data, he

added.

Nevertheless, time is money, whether it be in gathermg

data or fighting a lawsuit.

1t not only makes sense to fund mandates, it’s the law.

©) GANNET
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Dress code enforcement overdue

Hats off 1o the Plymouth-Canton Schools
officials who decided it was time to finally
start enforcing the dress code for students
-~ something that has been long overdue:

Yes we want students to have freedom
and expression, but we also want them to
learn respect for others and respect and
modesty for themselves — and apparently
that is something that is not being taught to
all of our students today. Students should
be there to learn, and a good dress code will
aid in having a healthy learning environ-
ment for everyone with no unnecessary dis-
tractions — and I am sure the teachers will
appreciate the students being able to focus
more on the curriculum mstea.d of what the
person next to them “Is” or “is not” wearing,

And yes students, you still have free-
doms. If you don't like the dress code, you
have the freedom to find another school to
goto.

Thanks school officials for bringing some
decency back to the classrooms.

Karen Jeffries
Canton

Listen to elders

I know my thoughts won't be important
1o the kids in school. After all I'm 65 and an
old man. When I was a student we didn’t
have a say in our dress code. We just fol-
lowed the direction of our elders.

Perhaps there wouldn't be such a fuss
now if the elders had not been remiss in
enforcing the codes consistently since 1993

-when they were enacted.

Thank you for the opportunlty o put my
two cents in.
Len Roberts

Canton

Letter was another attack

" Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack’s
letter (“Stop the personal attacks,” July 27)
was a perfect example of the slanderous
attacks he so disdains. ‘

Iworked as Joan Noricks' office assistant
at the Canton Community Foundation and
can attest to both her excellent leadership
and her efficient, transparent handling of
‘CCF funds. She is an expert at building
and maintaining relationships. Everything
Joan, together with a dedicated board, has
done to advance the status of the founda-
tion is a matter of public record. In no way
did I witness the negative things Mr. Yack
outlined in his letter. If things were so bad,
why didn’t the board (on which he served)
just fire her?

Please, Mr. Yack, cease to engage in the
“politics of personal destruction” you so
righteously condemn.

Peg Krueqer
Canten

Not backing down

I do not usually take such a firm stance
and speak out about my opinion on politi-

response to that of Judge Bokos,

‘Initially, [ wanted to discuss why it is
important to select an individual for office
instead of simply by name recognition
and campaign support. Comments such
as “endorsed by over 50 judges” is great,
but people need to look further than just
campaign slogans and look to the person
for themselves. Personally, I find it intrigu-
ing that Joe Barone has his campaign
headquarters at his office in downtown

- Plymouth, while Jim Plakas had to rent out

a special space to be inside the district.

Plakas’ employment history is primarily
in Westland and not in the 35th District, I
do not attack Mr. Plakas personally as he
is probably a fine attorney and may make a
decent judge, but I want someone who has
shown a dedication to my district, someone
who has worked and lived in my district.
Mr. Plakas is better suited for the 18th
District.

Rarone, on the other hand again, has his
office in Plymouth and represented more
cases in the 35th District than any other
candidale. Barone is a devoted family man
and an extremely active member of the
35th District communities. Just becanse
my name does not bave “judge” before it
does not mean that I cannot be a good
judge of character. 1 chose to endorse Joe
Barone because of his service and dedica-
tion to the 35th District. When I find some-
one to believe in, I do not back down.

Scott Foess
) Carton

Campaign was a journey

Campaigning for local office is an amaz-
ing journey. As I write this letter I have no
idea if 1 was successful or not. What I do
know is that T am glad I took the trip and
that I have met so many new people {thou-
sands) while I was going door to door and
attending various events. Most people I met
are as passionate about our Canton com-
munity as T am.

I am very grateful for so many good
people supporting me with their personal
commitment and encouragement along
the way. Thank you to all who have helped
my campaign during the past six months.
Regardiess of the outcome, your commit-
ment of placing signs, working the polls,
money, sending notes to your friends and
other efforts did not go to waste. A special
thank you is also owed to my wife and chil-
dren for their patience with me during the
process.

With so many qualified people running
for the trustee positions the benefit to all
is that a lot more Canton folks became -
involved in discussions about our commu-
nity. These discussions were what Canton
Township is all about. Please do stay
involved to help cur new leadership team
focus on where we need to go as a com-
munity.

P.S. - Going door to door was avery -
healthy way to lose 20 pounds in two
months. :

Again, thank you.

she crashed her motorcycle into the side of
avan on Ford Road at the Ridge intersec-
tion.

Reportedly the motorcycle slammed
into the side of the van with such force that
the van ended up on the south side of Ford
Road even though the impaet of the rider
took place just behind the driver’s seat.

The police department in Canton has
charged the girl driving the van with neg-
ligent bornicide. I think that is an errorin
process that needs to be addressed. This
benefits the court while sparing MDOT
from any bad press. a

The intersection of Ford and Rldge tias
no stoplight because at the time a school -
was built at Ford and Ridge the Michigan
Department of Transportation put a light
at the entrance for the school. They refused
to put a light at Ford and Ridge because
they claimed the second light would be too
close to the first light. The Canton Charter
Township Board of Trustees had been
informed of the danger of the intersection
sorne time ago.

On paper the distance between the light
in front of the school and the busy commer-
cial intersection of Ridge and Ford appears
io be adequate. However, a physical visit to
the location shows bushes and small trees .
along Ford, with larger trees appearing :
before the light, so if a person of normal '
stature in a car even the size of a Yukon
SUYV would stop at the intersection during
any season other than the dead of winter ~
the effective viewing distance would be 4
seen as being greatly foreshortened. Thatis
inadequate, '

The Michigan DOT says everything is
fine at Ford and Ridge and the intersec-
tion doesn'’t need a light so they won't kick
out the $70,000 to put it in. Any normal
person going to that intersection will see
the need for a Iight. You will also see that &
motorcycle traveling at 45 mph at that loca~ -
tion woiild be hard to see — one going at 55
mph would be a danger, and one in excess -
of 55 mph would be a weapon.

AMDOT representative has stated that
putting a light at the intersection would be
“do-able.” Nice word, but the intent is what .-
I am concerned with. They have no appar-
ent intent to do it and avoided doing it even
when cleasly instructed to the danger that ~
exists at that intersection and for which i
they are solely responsible,

Alired Brock
. Wayne

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
inchude your name, address and phone number .
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 °
words or less. We may edit for cEanty, space

and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer N
36251 Schoolcraft ‘ S

Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Peter Neill
Community Editor | Executive Editor | Vice President
; General Manager
Hugh Gallagher | Marty Carry
Managing Editor | Director of
Advertising

Richard Aginian - Pubiisher Emeritus

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers,

cal races, Nevertheless, I choose to write a. Pat Williams Livonia, M 48150 :
short letter to the Observer stating a belief Canton : o :
and some information I had read regard- Fax: .
ing the race for the seat in the 35th District i 7 : 734) 5917279 .
Ot Now that the ammary over and - Intersection still dangerous (734) 5947279 :
this letter will not weigh too heavily on Itecall reading not toolong agoastory g '

the minds of voters, I felt it necessary in about a woman in Canton who died when

kkuban@hgometowntife.com

QUOTABLE

“We've already had several calls for help before the start of school, and we're expecting a lot more. We're definitely
seeinq folks without jobs, those with reduced hours and families who had two incomes who are now trying to ‘

survive on one.”
- Laurie Aren, director of family and commumty ministries for the Plymouth Salvation Army Corps, coflecting’
school supplies for students in need attending either the Plymouth-Canton or Van Buren school districts
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