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man cha with explosives 
BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Canton man has been 
arraigned on five felony charges 
after he allegedly attempted to 
damage a railroad overpass with a 
pipe bomb early Sunday morning. 

Ian Michael Douglas, 18, has 
been charged with false report or 
threat of terrorism, a 20-year felo­

ny; placing explosives near proper­
ty, a 15-year felony; two counts of 
assault with a dangerous weapon, 
each a four-year felony; and felony 
firearm, a two-year felony. 

Two people contacted township 
police Sunday after Douglas alleg­
edly pointed a 12-gauge shotgun 
at them and asked their identities. 
Douglas, who came across the two 
at a railroad overpass near 1-275 

and Haggerty, then apparently 
ignited a pipe bomb on the ground 
under the overpass. 

The witnesses told police that 
Douglas talked of derailing a train. 
The explosive did not damage the 
overpass. 

With assistance from the 
Western-Wayne Special 
Operations Team, Michigan State 
Police Bomb Squad and CSX 

Railroad Police, Canton 
officers identified Douglas, a 
student at Starkweather 
Educational Center, through an 
investigation and arrested him at 
his Kaiser Street residence where 
bomb-making materials, such as 
pipes and powders, were recov­
ered. 

Douglas was arraigned 
Tuesday in 35th District Court in 

Plymouth. 
Magistrate Eric Colthurst 

ordered a $500,000 cash bond 
and set Douglas' preliminary exam 
for Aug. 8 at the Plymouth court­
house. 

Douglas is currently being held 
in Wayne County Jail. 

tlparks@hometowniife.com 

(734) 953-2170 

Hopefuls 
pouring cash 
into court 
election 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Some of the 35th District Court 
judge candidates in the Aug. 5 pri­
mary had predicted at the start of the 
race campaign spending would reach 
$100,000 for the six-year seat on the 
bench. 

In campaign finance reports 
required by the Michigan Secretary of 
State, as of July 20 half of the 
six candidates were well on their 
way to reaching the unofficial spend­
ing goal they expect will lead them 
to one of the two top finishes in the 
primary. 

According to Secretary of State 
records, Joe Barone of Plymouth 
Township had spent the most. Barone 
reported spending $61,101 through 
July 20, with another $2,734 left in 
campaign funds. 

Martha Snow of Northville 
Township spent $60,527, leaving her 
with $14,521 in available funds. Jim 
Plakas of Northville Township - who 
spent $98,000 trying to win a seat on 
the bench two years ago - had spent 
$46,616 through the reporting period, 
but had the largest remaining balance 
of $24,453. 

Cam Miller of Plymouth reported 
spending $15,865; Art Butler of 
Plymouth Township $2,667; and Jim 
Malinowski of Canton Township 
$1,881. 

The two candidates with the high­
est number of votes will face off in 
the November general election for 
a chance to succeed Judge John 
MacDonald, who is retiring at the end 
of the year. 

Meanwhile, in the race for the 
20th House District, state Rep. Marc 
Corriveau, D-Northville, reported 
spending $38,289 of his $134,710 war 
chest. 

Republican Jerry Vorva of Plymouth 
had $10,800 in his coffers, which 
included a $5,000 donation from the 
Michigan Chamber of Commerce, 
which is supporting Vorva; a $500 
contribution from the Michigan 
Association of Insurance Agents and a 
$5,000 loan to himself. Vorva has thus 
far spent $2,896. 

Corriveau and Vorva do not have 
competition in the primary race and 
are gearing up for the November elec­
tion. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com 

(734) 953-2172 

Carmen Flora of Birmingham finishes a sidewalk chalk painting of "Girl Before A Mirror" from Pablo Picasso, 
while her friend Brian Goodwin of Plymouth watches. 

Arts take center stage 
BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Everything art landed 
Saturday in Cherry Hill 
Village for the third annual 
Cherry Festival. 

"The Liberty Fest is all 
about families and the Cherry 
Festival is all about the arts," 
said Sean Fletcher, Canton 
Leisure Services recreation 
and facilities supervisor. 
"We had more to do this year 
(than the last two years) and 

we want to continue to grow 
this event." 

Fletcher said attendance 
throughout the day ranged 
from 1,500 to 2,000 people. 

"There was a lot to see and 
a lot to do," he said, noting 
that the musical entertain­
ment on the mobile stage at 
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads 
was one of the highlights of 
the event. 

Organized by Leisure 
Services and sponsored by 
Huntington. Bank, the fes­

tival included the "Chalk It 
Up" contest, face painting, 
strolling entertainment, food, 
wine tasting and artwork 
displays. 

"The purpose for the fes­
tival is two-fold: we want to 
showcase the arts and we 
want to highlight the Village 
and let people see all of its 
different shops," Fletcher 
said. 

For more information on 
Leisure Services, visit leisure. 
canton-mi.org. 

Developer's 
disappearing act 
frustrates buyers 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER. 

Given that she and her husband had to move in with 
their daughter, find storage for most of their posses­
sions and rush to find a new home, Vivian Lughermo 
would probably be the last person to tout Jeff Brown's 
skills as a developer. 

"I just want to know how he sleeps at night," says 
Lughermo, who put up $5,000 last year for Brown's 
„ . ,, . . . , company to build her a 

E just want to know how 
i't 

first met.' 

new home in the Cherry 
Hill Gardens subdivision 
on the southeast corner of 
Cherry Hill and Denton 
roads. "I don't understand 
what happened to that 
sweet guy that we first 

_ _ _ ^ _ _ m e t " 
Lughermo and her 

husband, Vincent, were 
among a handful of would-be Cherry Hill Gardens 
residents that were left without new construction after 
Brown, who operated out of Birmingham, moved to 
Las Vegas last summer. 

In expectation of moving into Cherry Hill Gardens, 
the Lughermos put their Huron Township home up for 
sale. When it sold two months later, the couple's son-
in-law learned from township officials that Brown 
had left the state. 

"So here we are, our house sold, we have to be out in 
30 days, our (new) house wasn't even going to be built, 
so we were homeless," Lughermo said, adding that 
before he left, she had spoken to Brown several times. 
"Talk about stress. We knew something was wrong 
when the condo model closed." 

The Lughermos moved into their daughter's Rustic 
Ridge home and later purchased a different township 
property. 

"If we knew we couldn't live in (Cherry Hill 
Gardens), we probably would have stayed in our home 
for another year or two," Lughermo said, adding that 
until he saw the parcel inside of Cherry Hill Gardens, 
her husband was reluctant to move. 

In addition to Cherry Hill Gardens, Brown was also 
the developer for Hampton Ridge North and is facing 
a lawsuit from Canton regarding that subdivision's 
unfinished roads. 

"He left and didn't tell us," said Municipal Services 
Director Tim Faas, "This is the first time that has hap­
pened in recent history." 

Faas said Brown called township officials about 
a month ago explaining that the security was still 
available for Hampton Ridge North. The call was 
prompted by a letter requesting that Brown complete 
the development's roadwork. 

Brown's attorney, Mike Morganroth, said his client 
didn't simply abandon the two township develop­
ments, adding that Brown's former business part­
ner, Dick Lewiston, is now responsible for Cherry 
Hill Gardens. Pulte has taken over development at 
Hampton Ridge North. 

Brown, who moved last summer, felt compelled 
to go west after Lewiston instructed him not to 
move forward with any construction at Cherry Hill 
Gardens, Morganroth said. 
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PLYMOUTH! NEVER BEFORE OFFERED! 
Highly desirable neighborhood setting backing 
into an eve-popping commons area. 4 bedrooms, 
S'A baths, formal D.R., a library, F.R. with a F.P, 
finished W.O.L.L, FFL, etc. Extended rear yard. 
SUPREMELY LIVABLE WITH IMPORTANT 
UPDATES! $298,000 
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Coming Sunday: 
Comedian Jack Black: 

I want to make sore my k 
can be proud of me.' 
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AROUND CANTON 

Chamber qotf classic 
The Canton Chamber of 

Commerce will host the 2008 
Chamber Golf Classic on 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Pheasant 
Run Golf Club. Registration for 
the fund-raising event begins 
at 8:30 a.m. 

There are several packages to 
participate available. 

The Golf for Four 
Sponsorship Package is $650, 
and includes golf for four with 

a tee or green sponsorship, 
signage at the course, recogni­
tion at the dinner banquet, and 
a plaque, plus 18 holes of golf, 
with cart, continental break­
fast, lunch at the turn, bever­
ages on the course, dinner, gift 
package, awards & prizes. 

The Golf for Four Package 
is $550, and includes golf 
with cart for four, continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, 
beverages on the course, buf­
fet dinner banquet, prizes, and 
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gift package. 
Individual golf is $150 and 

includes golf with cart, conti­
nental breakfast, lunch at the 
turn, beverages on the course, 
buffet dinner banquet, prizes, 
gift package, and more. 

For those who only want din­
ner, the cost is $35. 

To register for the event or 
for more information, visit the 
Chamber Web site at www.can-
tonchamber.com or call (734) 
453-4040. 

Leadership Canton 
Leadership Canton is now 

accepting applications for the 
2008-2009 leadership class. 
This is an eight month class 
from October through May 
designed to help current and 
potential leaders broaden their 
awareness of leadership oppor­
tunities in the Canton com­
munity. 

Registration deadline is 
Aug. 15. The cost of the class is 
$800. Each daylong seminar 
includes lunch. 

Leadership Canton is a joint 
collaboration between Canton 
Township and the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce. For 
more information, call the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce 

A little help at the 
pump 
Filling up is going to be a lot easier 
for Canton's John Young, who 
recently won $1,000 in free gas 
cards from TCF Bank as part of its 
Free Gas.Giveaway Sweepstakes, in 
which TCF has given away $1,000 in 
free gas cards every week in July. 
Young entered the sweepstakes 
at the TCF branch in Canton on 
Michigan Avenue. 'Winning this card 
is a huge help to my wife and me/ 
Young said. 'My wife drives to Royal 
Oak everyday to visit her father in 
Beaumont Hospital, so I'm going to 
share the card with her.' 

office at (734) 453-4040 or e-
mail eventscoordinator@can-
tonchamber.com. 

Volunteers sought 
Compassionate Care 

Hospice, a community-based 
organization that provides hos­
pice care for patients and their 
families, is currently seeking 
caring and dedicated individu­
als to provide support by being 
a friendly visitor or clerical 
volunteer. Training is provided* 
and will be held at the orga­

nization's office at 5820 Lilley 
Road, Suite 1, in Canton. 

For more information, 
contact Ann Christensen, vol­
unteer coordinator, toll-free, 
(888) 983-9050. 

Literary arts class 
Literary Arts Class For 

Children - Embark On A 
Creative Writing Journey 

Poet and photographer 
Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin of 
Canton offers a Literary Arts 
Class for Children noon to 1 

p.m., Aug. 4-7, at the Tinkham 
Center off Venoy Road in 
Westland. 

The class is designed to liven 
up your story telling skills by 
writing in your journal, learn 
about new ways to describe 
things so that all of your stories 
and haiku will be cool to write 
and fun to share with others. 

Call (734) 419-2426 to reg­
ister. Anyone wishing to speak 
first to Martin can e-mail her 
at peroinc5@comcast.net or 
call (734) 397-1626. 

Every Ibesday & Thursday 
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Starting Aug. 5 -Aug. 28 
Classes begin Sept. 3 

• All adult certified teaching staff 
• No annual registration fees! 
• Affordable costumes 
• Reasonable recital tickets 
• Annual attendance trophies 
• liaised wood dance floors 

\ Providing Qiutlih nana' Ldurulian 
I to (anion and Surrounding (unmunUics far N 

\I.L-BCVIS 
Hip Hop 

Class 

• Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • Ljrical 
• Pre-school Creative Dance • All-Boys Hip Jtoj£ 

1672 S. Ii l ley at Palmer 

Accents I Area Rugs i Bedrooms I Carpet i Dining Rooms I Entertainment Centers! Home Office 
Lamps, Pictures & Accessories Leather I Living Room I Mattresses I Recliners I Youth Furniture 
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& 6 MONTHS FINANCING 
NO MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED! 

MINIMUM $500 FINANCED. EXCLUDES THOMASVILLE DUE TO CORPORATE POLICY. 

Any item purchased" now thru August 2 and is listed on your entry form as your Heart's Desire is 
if your entry is one of the five selected during the drawing. 

Tlioiwisville excluded from 

sales tax offer due io 

Thomosville corporate 

pricing polity. 
Pistourits ol MSRP. Some exclusions 

moy apply. Prior purchases exdud ed. 

All Hems subject to prior sole. ItcriK 

pillared moy vary from items on 

showroom floor. 

Located next door to Thomasvil le of Novi. 

S M I T H B R O T H E R S 
FURNITURE GALLERY OF NOVI 

2 4 8 . 3 4 4 . 2 5 5 1 • 4 2 2 0 0 G r a n d River p bb. EM of NoyiW) • 
Mon., Times., f-ri: 10am - 8pm Tues., Wer±,.Sar.: 10am-6pm Sun.: 12noon - 5pm 

N&RICKS 
FOR 

Vote on 
Tuesday, August 5th 

for Real Change: 
A treasurer who will excel 

at relationship building and 
has business experience, 

www.JoanNoricks.com 

Joan is endorsed by the Canton Observer and Canton residents. 
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Ron Weber and son, Nicholas (age 12} 
of Salem, demonstrate old tractor 

plowing at the Old Tyme Farm Days 
on Saturday. Many of the tractors 

shown had horsepower of only 18-25 
hp, a fraction of today's 300 hp farm 

tractors. 
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Plymouth Park Apartments 
Invites you to an informal presentation on the 

Veterans Benefit: 

Aid and Attendance 
By Sean Sturgeon 

Detroit Office Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Friday, August 1st, 2008 
Complimentary Lunch at Noon 

(please RSVP) 
Program Begins at 1:00 pm 

Plymouth Park Apartments 
Independent Senior Living 

Special Pricing for Veterans 
187 N. Haggerty Road • Plymouth 

RSVP Required for Lunch, Call: 
734-459-3891 
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iW OPEN! ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 
AND SAVE $ 2 0 0 ! * 
CALL FCDAY TO tNKOLL! 

Backio-School Night Grand Opening Celebration! 
Wednesday. August 13.5 pm to 8 pm. 
PPM 

CHILDTIME 
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DEVELOPMENT 
FROM PAGE A1 

"He was sent atjbtice not to 
do anything," he"2ftid. "They 
wanted control a®l they got 
it." 

Lewiston couktnot be 
reached for comment. 

Today, the condominium 
complex remains partially 
finished with onl^.one, vacant 
single-family hoffie completed. 

The entrance fiftim Cherry 
Hill Road, with its shrubbery 
and flowers, is a Stark contrast 
to the entrance oft of Denton. 

The signage is largely covered 
by overgrown weeds, a chained 
rope blocks vehicle access and 
tree branches have landed in 
the roadway. 

Morganroth said Lewiston's 
behavior concerning the devel­
opment has been "outrageous" 
and that Brown personally 
refunded deposits to five or 
six families that were slated to 
move into the subdivision. 

The Lughermos were not 
among that group. 

"We tried contacting Brown 
but it seemed like he left 
Earth," Lughermo said, not­
ing that they then sought the 

return of their deposit from 
Sheahan Title Company. "We 
got the run around; but we did 
get it back." 

Sheahan Title Company, 
which did not return calls 
to comment on this story, is 
included in the township's 
lawsuit concerning Hampton 
Ridge North. 

"We were lucky because 
everything worked out but 
I cannot believe that they 
would destroy (a) homeowner's 
dream," Lughermo said. 

tiparks@hometownlife.coin 

(734) 953-2170 

— Jfe. _ _ 

JCPenney, Optical 

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES* 

» Any frame up to $130 

* Scratch-resistant lenses 

• Single vision, lined bifocals or 

FREE NO-LINE 
BIFOCALS! 

& ' • 

GET I BOX FREE 
of ' . 

. * - • 

QMrOTSERiSS'" $49 
KIDS' EYEGLASS 
PACKAGE"" 

Scratch-Resistant 
Polycarbonate 

' FREE UV Protection 

•FREE 
WARRANTY! 

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans 

Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx. 

** Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 
CJSesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 

*$99 offer Includes any frame o f i * SI 30, single vision, ST28 lined bifocals or standard Instinctive no-line bifocals with scratch-resistant plastic lenses excluding Fiayban and SunSpot Collection. Some s 
orders excluded, Additional chai$limay be applied for strong f t i , Other progressives, specially lenses and lens options are additional. •'Offer includes any frame up to $100.00. FREE warranty and polycarbonate 
lenses for any child 16 and undSfcSee optician for details. Cannot be combined witti another offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Eye sxams arranged or we can fill your doctor's prescription. 
Participating stores only. Void wftare prohibited by law. Eye exams performed by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Otter ends August 31,2008. 'Valid prescription required. An eye exam Is 
required a detsrmifie if ccntact«$<s ara rigM tor you, Sae stars ftir details, Other terms anfl cemditions may apply. Importaist information for tontact lens wearers: ACUVUE'-Brano Contact Lenses are available 
by prescription only for vision otiftction, An eye care professional will determine whether contact lenses are right for you, Although rare, serious eye problems can develop. To help avoid these problems, • 
follow the wear and replacemeSwheduie and tire lens care instructions provided by your doctor. Do not wear lenses if you have an eye infection, or experience eye discomfort, excessive tearing, vision 
changes, redness or other eye p m k m s . if one of these conditions occurs, contact your eye doctor Immediately. For more Information on proper wear, care and safety, teik to your eye care professional, 
call 1 -BDO-fM3-2020 or visit acHW.com. AHMJE* ACuVUE* ADVANCE', ACUvUE" 0ASVS", HYDRACLEAF^ AND ULTRA COMFORT SERIES" are registered trademarks of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc. 
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"HIGH YIELD SAVINGS BALANCES 
I OF $100,000 UP TO $499,999. 

Invest in your future with Fifth Third Bank. You'll get guaranteed 
returns on your balances, and you can rest easy knowing it's 
FDIC insured.1" Plus, it's available at your nearest Fifth Third 
Bank, so it's convenient. Give us a call at 1-877-579-5353 or visit 

53.com to see what we can do for you. 

FIFTH THIRD BANK 

The things we do for dreams'." 

+Balaficesover$?00,005way notheFDIC insured. Pleaseyisitwww.fdic.govfor insurancecoverage SJmitations. Annual Percentage Yields (APY) accurate as c 
Fifth Third reserves theljght to refuse any deposit. *A Fifth Third checking account is required to receive the stated rate. CD rate does not apply to balances currently 
on deposit with Fifth Wi Bank, $5,000 minimum deposit required to open. Penalty for early withdrawal. Not available for commercial and nonprofit accounts. 
*$50 minimum depositjepred to open an account. Balances of $l-$24,999 earn an APY ot 0.50%. Balances of $25,000-$49,999 earn an APY of 2.00%. Balances of 

9,999 earn aft APY of 3.00%. No interest is paid on portions of your balance of $500,000 or more. APYs may vary by market. Rate may change after the 
t account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. $25 fee if account is closed within 180 days of account opening. Fifth Third Bank Member FDIC. 
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PRICES EFFEHIVE THROUGH 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 2008 . 

Due to the popularity of our low prices everyday, we reserve the right to limit quantities 
cm advertised items. Selected specials may not be available at every Busch's store. 

A N N ARBOR 
Green Road at 
Plymouth Road 
734-994.7200 

CARLETON 
Grafton Road 
734-654-1600 

C L I N T O N 
West Michigan Ave. 

517-456-1100 

DEXTER <&) 
Dexter-Ann Arbor Rd. 

734-426-9600 

F A R M i N G T O N HILLS 
Grand River Avenue 

at Drake Road 
248-427-7400 

L I V O N I A 
Six Mile Road at 

Newburgh 
734-779-6100 

P I N C K N E Y 
East M-36 

734-878-7500 

P L Y M O U T H / . 
NORTHVILLE ( 
Sheldon Road at 

Five Mile Road 
734-414-5200 

NOVI 
Ten Mile Road at 

Meadowbrook 
248-348-0708 

SALINE <§) 
East Michigan Ave. 

734-429-6100 

S O U T H LYON © 
Pontiac Trail at 
Nine Mile Road 
248-446-8812 

ROCHESTER HILLS TECUMSEH <S 
Walton Boulevard West Chicago Blvd. 

at Adams Road 517-424-1100 
248-375-0900 
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13 candidates vie for county treasurer 
WOJTOWICZ CITES LONG SERVICE 

Nine candidates have filed to run 
against incumbent Wayne County. 
Treasurer Raymond Wojtowicz in 
the Aug. 5 Democratic primary. Two 
Republicans are seeking the GOP nomi­
nation. The county treasurer serves a 
four-year term. The position pays 
$128,768 a year. 

All candidates were asked to respond 
to an online questionnaire by Gannett 
Newspapers in Michigan for our online 

voter guide. Three Democrats, Wojtowicz, 
County Commissioner Philip Cavanagh 
and Beverly Kindle-Walker and two 
Republicans, former county audi­
tor Brenden Dunleavy and Timberly 
Robinson responded. 

Kevin Kelly of Grosse He, Thomas . 
Marciniak of Plymouth, Robert John 
Nozicka of Deaborn, Brian O'Donnell 
of Dearborn, Catherine O'Meara of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Sigmunt John 

Szczepkowski of Riverview, Keith 
W i n d h a m of Detroit, and'Linda Kay 
Zebrowsk of Garden City did not respond 

; to,-the questionnaire. ; 
. These are the responses of the 

Democratic candidates to the question­
naire. The responses of the Republican 
candidates will run on Sunday. 

For responses in this and other con­
tests, go to the Voter Guide at www.home-
townlife.com. 

What makes you the most qualified 
to hold this position? 

I have served as a Wayne 
County Commissioner for the 
last eight years, overseeing 
the budget and trying to 
get a handle on how many 
properties have gone through 

the tax 
;fcifeclflsure 
auction 
process. The 
commissioners 
are told there 
are 9000 
vacant parcels 
sitting idle but 

Cavanagh the treasurer's 
office has 
never disclosed 

the annual proceeds or the 
accumulative total from 
auctioning off our county's 
assets. I am not sure they 
know how much money 
they are holding. I have an 
MBA and a law degree, both 
would prove invaluable with 
the continuous avalanche 
of litigation plaguing the 
treasurer's office from 
improper procedures. I have 
also studied at Harvard 
University and learned 
nationally acclaimed programs 
to fight foreclosure and blight 
from other county treasurers. I 
have the energy and ambition 
to bring proven best practices 
from around our state and 

CAVANAGH SAYS FORECLOSURES TOP ISSUE 

country to turn the tide on the 
escalating problems facing our 
neighborhoods. l 

What are the two most 
important Issues facing the 
treasurer's office and how would 
you address them? 

1. Foreclosures, home and 
business - most counties in 
our state have NEVER taken 
an occupied home or business. 
The treasurer does so as a 
matter of procedure. It takes 
hard work and compassion 
to put the effort into helping 
someone stay in their home 
not just referring them to a 
non-profit that does the heavy 
lifting. We need people to stay 
in their homes to stabilize our 
communities. 

2. Stabilizing property 
values and reducing blight 
by maintaining or rehabbing 
the 9000 County Treasurer 
owned properties. This will 
create JOBS! The treasurer's 
office has reserved all 
the auction proceeds for 
pending litigation. We need 
procedures in place so we 
are not wrongfully taking 
someone's property and 
being sued, Therefore the 
proceeds can be used to 
develop and reconstruct our 
neighborhoods. 

Tax Delinquencies! 201,000 
of 857,000 residential 
taxpayers are currently 

PHILIP CAVANAGH 

Party: Democrat 
Age: 46 
Marital Status: Married to Lily Cavanagh 
Family: Three daughters. Veronica and Erin (17), twins, just graduated 
from Thurston High School, attending U of M in the fall and Mary (16), . 
senior at Thurston High School and three stepchildren: Alex, 28; Stacey, 
26; and Raymond, 21 
City/Town: Redford Township 
Education/Degrees: Mifford High School, class of 1979 BS and BA from 
Aquinas College (1983) in Accounting and Business Administration; 
Juris Doctorate and MBA (1998) from the University of Detroit Mercy; . 
Harvard JFK School of Government: Senior Executive in State and Locai 
Government Program (2005). Michigan Political Leadership Program 
Fellow at MSU (1998) 
Occupation: Wayne County Commissioner, 9th District Attorney and 
Counselor at Law (part time) Business Consultant (part time) 
Experience: County Commission - Vice chair of Ways and Means 
Committee, also served or am serving on Economic Development, Public 
Safety Judiciary and Homeland Security, Health and Human Services, 
Government Operations and Mental Health Taskforce Committee. 
Attended Harvard JFK School with Dan Kildee, Genesee County 
Treasurer, and learned best practices for national model of land banks. 
Balanced budgets and eliminated-deficits as treasurer of the Detroit: 
Wayne County Mental Health Board and Health Choice. 

delinquent on their taxes. The 
County government cannot 
own a.quarter of the County. 
Residents are fleeing Wayne 
County. We have to stop this 
tread before the 2010 federal 
census. 

Just a few, quick, personal trivia 
questions: What was the last book 
you read? 

The Secret by Rhonda Burne 
What is the best movie you've seen 
in the last 12 months? 

No Gduntryfor Old Men by 
the Cohert Brothers (2007). 

What makes you the most quafifted 
to hold this position? 

My experience. Navigating 
in these unprecedented 
economic times requires 
knowledge and experience to 
collect delinquent taxes but 
also the sensitivity to respond 
to the needs of the many 
families just trying to survive 

each day. This 
year, my office 
has completed 
a record 
borrowing for ~ 
delinquent 
taxes, nearly 
$300 million 
at below 

Wojtowicz market rates, 
savings 

millions for the County. I have 
guided the County's investment 
activities, never losing a dime 
nor missing a payment. We 
have the most extensive and 
most effective Community 
Outreach Program in the State, 
with demonstrated results. . 
More than 3000 people have 
been helped by our Taxpayer 
Assistance Department 
this year. We do not auction 
occupied properties. Hardship 
applications have more than 
doubled versus last year to 
over 1300. More than 2700 
properties have been saved 
by accepting payments after 
the March 31 statutory 
deadline. I have faced change 
and challenges with honesty, 
integrity and genuine concern 
for my constituents. I will 
continue to use my experience 
to deliver for Wayne County 
taxpayers. 
What are the two most important 
issues facing the treasurer's 
office, and how would you address 
them? 

1. Keeping families in their 
homes. It is a multi-faceted and 
complex issue. The extended 
adverse economic climate 
has had a severe impact on a 
family's ability to pay taxes. 
For this reason, Phase I of 

RAYMOND WOJTOWICZ 

Party: Democrat 
Age: 79 
Marital Status: Married 
Family: 5 children, 9 grandchil­
dren 
City/Town: Lifelong resident of 
the City of Hamtramck „ 
Education/Degrees Graduate' 
of.SL Ladislaus High School 
Great Lakes College, Diplomate 
Medical Radiographer 
Occupation: Wayne County 
Treasurer 
Experience: I have had the 
honor of serving % the Wayne 
County Treasurer since'August 
1976. 

"Operation Normandy" was •'-:•: 
launched in February 2008 to \ 
enlist the support of more than-' 
20 community organizations^, i 
to provide a wide rangejpf ..>: ,, -•.-2 
services to help the citizens x'•;.- \ 
of Wayne County. As a result '2 
of the innovative and creative 2 
approaches taken by my ..:\ 
office, we are recognized ; 
as setting the standard '• 
in educating and helping \ 
families stay in their homes. • 
2. Safeguarding County funds 
in the current challenging "j 
market. My office invests all J 
County funds in such a way j 
as to judiciously protect the h 
safety and security of those ( 
funds, while meeting liquidity)i 
requirements and maximizing^] 
yield. We constantly monitor /J 
key financial data, using ^'j 
onlythose ins t i tu t i t^wl^k^s 

acceptable levels of estimated 2$ 
risk. s$ 
Just a few, quick, personal trivia ' 
questions: What was the last book 
you read? 

The Century by Peter , 
Jennings and Todd Brewster. 
What is the best movie you've seen 
in the last 12 months? > .; 

The Sound of Music, 

KINDLE-WALKER WANTS TO PROTECT VULNERABLE 
What makes you the most qualified 
to hold this position? 

The qualifications for-; 
the office of Wayne County 
Treasurer is to be at least 
18 years old, a registered 
voter in Wayne County and 
receive the most votes. I have 
a record of service which is 
unmatched by any other in 
th is race. I believe tha t I am 
the best candidate because I 
have made it my chief concern, 
since 1996, to determine how 
the Wayne County Treasurer 
could better serve its citizens. 
I have consistently challenged 
the status quo. When Public 
Act 123 (which accelerated to 
tax reversion process) went 

Kindle-Walker 

into effect.in 
2000 I began 
to alert people" 
to the potential 
problem. The 
Treasurer was 
too slow in 
responding. 
Thus we 
experienced 
this crisis 

which started to escalate in 
2004 . We need a visionary 
with compassion in this office. 
Over 71*000 people have voted 
Beverly Kindle-Walker for 
Wayne County Treasurer in 
the last three elections. 
What are the two most important 
issues facing the office you are 

running for, and how would you 
address them? 

A: Responding to the crisis 
of tax-reverted foreclosed 
homes is a great concern. The 
Treasurer has the discretion 
to withhold any property from 
foreclosure. I would enter into 
special payment arrangements 
with those most vulnerable 
citizens. As the keeper of all 
County funds I would make 
certain that millages are 
used as the voters intended. I 
would protect retiree pensions 
from the likes of Bear Stearns 
investments and MCA/ 
RIMCO type investors and 
speculators. 

just .aiinr4-fi^i)4j^i|i#i^, 
questions: What was the last book 
you read? 

Currently reading Raised 
from the Dead by former TV 
anchor Frank Turner (sharing 
the book with my husband). 
The last book that I read is 
Bishop C. H. Mason and the 
Roots of the Church of God 
in Christ hy Bishop Ithiel 
Clemmons. 
What is the best movie you've seen 
in the last 12 months? 

The Great Debaters with 
Denzel Washington. My all-
t ime favorites are Beaches with 
Bette Midler and Eddie with 
Whoopi Goldberg. 

Hospital seeking volunteers 
The volunteer services depart­

ment of the new Providence 
Park Hospital in Novi is begin­
ning its first volunteer recruit­
ment campaign, The hospital 
is scheduled to open Sept. 5 and 
expects to recruit some 400 new 
volunteers within the first year. 

Kathy Zaguroli, manager 
of volunteer services, said, 
"Hospital volunteers not only 
make a difference in people's 
lives, but at the same time they 
experience a sense camaraderie 
amongst their peers, and a sense 
of fulfillment in giving back to 
the community" 

Volunteers are needed 
for responsibilities in the 
Emergency Center, surgical 
lounge, pediatric department, 
gift shop, and visitor services, 
as well as duties in the areas of 
spiritual care, transporter, cleri­
cal, patient greeter. 

The hospital is looking for 
adults 18 and older to work a 
minimum of one, four-hour 
shift per week. 

Interested persons may 
request a volunteer application 
packet by calling (248) 465-
409 6 or e-mailing volunteerser-
vice@stjohn.org. 

::;;^^,:l;v.r^! 

Ends 8 2/08 
CHRISTMAS l<* 3<A(f SAIE! 
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(734) 525-1930 
Quality ftrtftn • Etiatiti Warranties 

FREE ESTIMATES 
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i FREE! ii FREE! ii FREE! 

BEVERLY KINDLE-WALKER 

Party: Democrat. 
Age:54 " ' " '<" 
Marital Status: married . , . . . ' / , ',. , 1 , 5 
Family: one adult son ' ""*" '"•• !*?-* 
City/Town: Detroit 
Education/Degrees: Associate's degree, General Studies, Wayne 
County Community College District Transfer Student, B.A. Community 
Development-Public Administration, Central Michigan 
Occupation: Legislative assistant to Wayne County Commissioner Tim 
Killeen, 1st District (currently on unpaid leave) 
Experience: I have over 20 years of administrative and managerial 
experience in public and private sector employment. 

Calf 734.451.1155 TODAY 
arid arrange ^ 

for a visit B 

37501 Joy Road 
Westland, Michigan 48185 

1 s 

]• 3 r-Mum 

% \ . 

Offer Good 8/1/08 - 9/30/08 

Member FOIC. All accounts subject to Individual approval. See a banker for details. Offers valid In Ml only. CO: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) Is accurate as of this publication date. 3.25% APY applies to the 12-month term. Limrted-time offer may be withdrawn at any time. This offer cannot be combined with any other CD offer. Circle Gold Checking 
account with $100 minimum opening deposit is required. Other rates and terms available. Minimum opening term deposit $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. Select Money Market: APY based on collected balances for new personal accounts: 3.00% APY for balances greater than $2,000,000,3.00% APY for balances of 8250,000 to $1,999,999, 
3.00% APY for balances of $100,000 to $249,999,3.00% APY for balances of $50,000 to $99,999,2.75% APY for balances of $10,000 to $49,999,0.00% APY for balances up to $9,999. Personal accounts only. $5,000,000 maximum deposit per customer. Fees may reduce earnings. APYs accurate as of this publication date and may change 

before or after account opening. Charter One is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A. 
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Administrators and educators spent the last few 
weeks using summer school students to tune up 
enforcement of Plymouth-Canton's dress code, follow­
ing plans hatched during months of committee discus­
sions among administrators, teachers, students and 
parents. 

We think it was time well spent. 
The district has decided, after its dress policy 

committee started studying the issue as far back as 
October, to increase enforcement of the code. For the 
second straight year — last year, it was cell phones 
— officials decided to begin the enforcement in sum­
mer school, giving them those few weeks to tweak and 
teach, to let students and parents alike know what was 
coming, and gauge reaction to it. 

District officials maintain the policy itself isn't 
changing — indeed, they say the policy has been pretty 
much the same for 15 years — but that a stronger 
enforcement has become necessary. 

The targets are items the district deems distract­
ing — plunging necklines, sagging pants that reveal 
undergarments, clothing that glorifies drugs, alcohol 
or sex. Also on the radar are potential safety items,or 
possible weapons, such as large belt buckles, and col­
ored contact lenses, which educators say can mask the 
fact the wearer could be high or inebriated. 

We agree such things can be a distraction, but if you 
don't want to listen to us or to administrators, listen to 
the students themselves, who said so in an anonymous 
survey taken as part of the committee's discussions. 

Of course there are also students calling this new 
enforcement push a violation of their freedom of 
expression. Kids, they say, use dress as a means of 
expressing themselves. We agree with that part, and 
that's all fine and good, in the right circumstance and 
venue. 

But a classroom is not the right venue. Students 
are there to learn, and those who push the envelope 
on things like the dress code do a disservice to those 
they would deter. It's a matter of respect, for self and 
others, a lesson best learned young, because it's one 
students will need as they move on to the more heavily 
regulated world of the adult work force. 

Conspiracy theorists would have you believe such 
a move on the district's part is a first step toward a 
uniform policy, but there's no indication anyone in the 
district wants that, and we don't think it should. 

What district officials want is a more uniform 
enforcement of an existing policy. Such enforcement 
removes any gray areas; students now know what con­
stitutes a violation and what the resulting penalty will 
be. It gives the policy, and the district, a much more 
regimented code. 

Schools have never been intended as bastions of 
democracy. There are certain rules to be followed. It 
can only benefit students to make those rules — and 
their resultant consequences — clear. 

Every Election Day, there are countless people who 
plan to vote, but don't make it to the polls for one reason 
or another. 

These well-intentioned citizens want to participate in 
our democratic system, but the logistics, of life prevent 
them from doing so. 

Perhaps they have to work a long shift or stay late at the 
office to finish up a project. Maybe they commute a long 
distance to work and have to leave before 7 a.m. and don't 
get home until 8 p.m. 

Maybe they have young children or an elderly fam­
ily member to care for at home and can't get anyone to 
relieve them. Or perhaps they have to rush home after 
work to fix dinner for the family and then rush out the 
door again to drive a child to soccer practice or attend a 
child's recital. 

Whatever the reason, it's no reason not to vote. 
That's why we support no-reason absentee voting in 

Michigan. 
Currently, the only people in Michigan eligible to vote 

by absentee ballot are those who are 60 years old and 
older, incarcerated, have religious reasons for not voting 
on election day, plan to be out of town, or need assistance 
voting. 

Earlier this month, state Sens. Liz Brater, D-Ann 
Arbor, and Gilda Z. Jacobs, D-Huntington Woods, 
announced a "No Excuses Voting Initiative" that supports 
the passage of Senate Bill 12, which would allow voters to 
vote by absentee ballot for any reason. 

We support the passage of S.B. 12 as well. Any change 
in law that would give more people the chance to partici­
pate in democracy gets a yes vote from us. 
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Prasad has proven record 
Jaldhar Prasad, P.E (certified professional 

engineer) will make an outstanding trustee 
for all of Canton's citizens. Prasad's beliefs 
and experiences, including his history of 
community involvement, will be an asset to 
Canton. He has a proven record of executing 
plans and delivering results as the past CEO 
of Prasad and Associates. 

He immigrated to the U.S. 50 years ago 
as a hard working and goal-oriented indi­
vidual. He earned higher degrees in civil 
engineering from the University of Detroit 
and Wayne State University. His wife, 
Pushpa Prasad, and Jaldhar Prasad raised 
three successful children who are now 
acquisitions to the institutions they serve. 

Jaldhar Prasad has the credentials 
of social service with the International 
Rotary Club, International Toastmasters 
Club, International Institute of Detroit, 
International YMCA and the India League 
of America. With his global exposure, he 
has set his goal to address the following 
issues affecting Canton Township: envi­
ronmental and ecological impacts; traffic 
congestion in the vicinity of Ford Road and 
Haggerty; improved traffic flow at Palmer 
and Sheldon and Palmer and Lotz; update 
procedures for the existing waste materi­
als; and discourage further accumulation 
of waste material at Hannan Road between 
Michigan and Ecorse. 

As one can see from his objectives above, 
Jaldhar Prasad emphasizes substance and 
is not carried away by hollow symbolism 
and empty cliches. On Aug. 5, please vote 
for Jaldhar Prasad so he can apply his 
determination on behalf of all the citizens of 
Canton Township. 

Anil Shrivastava 
partner and managing editor, Think Club 

Publications 

Bioomfield Hills 

Proud to be in Canton 
Thanks to Tom Yack and elected leaders 

like Melissa McLaughlin, Terry Bennett, 
Phil LaJoy, Elaine Kirchgatter, Bob 
Shefferly, and John Burdziak, who were 
there in the early days to create a vision for 
Canton and then begin to carry out that 
vision. Thank you to recently elected leaders 
like Todd LaJoy, Todd Caccamo and Karl 
Zarbo (who was really instrumental from 
his planning commission seat for many 
of those earlier years) for continuing the 
positive hard work to make Canton great. 
Collectively, you have brought us to a place 
in Canton's history that makes us proud to 
be Cantonians, or Cantonites, or whatever 
we want to call ourselves. 

Trustee Carl Zarbo said it best during the 
Wayne County League of Women's Voters' 
candidate forum held at the Village Theater, 
when he stated, "This didn't happen by 
accident," speaking of the good things that 
we have in our township. Ironically, we were 
seated in a direct product of that vision at 
the time, the theater itself right in Cherry 
Hill Village. Both of those are now Canton 
jewels. 

You first sought out the ingredients for a 
successful, desirable, thriving community 
by holding focus groups and gathering 
input from many sources. Over the years, 
you plotted and planned and revised and 
then planned some more. You gathered and 
incorporated the education and business 
community as partners in the vision. You 

LETTERS 
created an environment that first attracts 
families and then attracts retail businesses. 
You worked to create balance by also entic­
ing light industrial businesses to come here. 
You stressed housing quality and variety, 
education, safety, recreation, the arts, and 
infrastructure. You stressed diversity and 
excellence. Most of all, you stressed "com­
munity." 

You did this by the inclusion of as many 
of our folk that wanted to be a part of the 
effort along the way. You created com­
missions and committees filled with will­
ing volunteers. You attempted to include 
other governmental sources to help fulfill 
the vision, and when they let you down, 
you didn't give up and let the vision go. 
Stubbornly, you found another way, even if 
having to take the challenge on by ourselves. 

You have simply been tenacious in your 
efforts to create the Canton we know today, 
and it's unfortunate that many of our citi­
zenry aren't even aware of how it all devel­
oped. They just know they were drawn here 
and like very much being in Canton! 

In November, our elected local leadership 
will take on a slightly new look, but I sure 
hope they also feel the need to share a vision 
to take us to the next level. Leaders, you 
have big shoes to fill, but we are counting 
on you. 

Greg Greene 
Canton 

Looking for fiscal responsibility 
It is misleading when Canton Township 

incumbents claim to reduce taxes, when tax 
revenues have increased every year since 
1993. The portion of property taxes for 
police, fire, and township has grown from 
$8.4 million in 1993 to over $31.3 million 
in 2007. 

Our township board has spent money 
irresponsibly. The Village Theater, origi­
nally estimated at a cost of $5.5 million in 
2000, ended up costing $11.7 million. The 
Town Hall expansion, first projected at $0.5 
million for minor expansion totaled $20 
million. Utility lines were buried under­
ground at a cost of over $8 million. In the 
last 10 years, Canton's government debt has 
grown from $24.2 million to over $89-5 
million. 

It is easy to balance the budget if you 
simply increase debt. That is what our 
present board has done. I am interested in 
candidates who plan to reduce unnecessary 
expenditures: 

Joan Noricks: "Canton faces reductions 
in revenue sharing and assessments which 
will reduce the amount of taxes available to 
spend on services... what services are essen­
tial and what is expendable... what services 
can be reduced or eliminated." 

Todd Caccamo: "I successfully fought to 
... lower politicians' salaries... and continued 
to fight for frugalness with the taxpayers' 
dollars." 

Pat Williams: "Canton Township will 
face declining taxable values which will 
require very difficult decisions to be made 
... prudent and transparent use of taxpayer 
money." 

John Anthony: "The Board must exert 
fiscal restraint and work'within the existing 
funding levels, without a millage increase." 

Rather than committing to reducing • 
spending, the remaining candidates offer 
to seek outside funding and other revenue 
sources to maintain or improve our qual­
ity of life. To me, those promises do not 
recognize the current economic realities. I 

want officials who will reduce spending and 
bring debt down. 

I favor responsible spending and living 
within one's means. 

Daniel Devey 
Canton 

Yack attack off base 
Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack's 

letter ("Stop the personal attacks," July 27) 
was a perfect example of the slanderous 
attacks he so disdains. 

I worked as Joan Noricks office assistant 
at the Canton Community Foundation and 
can attest to both her excellent leadership 
and her efficient, transparent handling of 
CCF funds. She is an expert at building 
and maintaining relationships. Everything 
Joan, together with a dedicated board, has 
done to advance the status of the founda­
tion is a matter of public record. In no way 
did I witness the negative things Mr. Yack 
outlined in his letter. If things were so bad, 
why didn't the board (on which he served) 
just fire her? 

Please, Mr. Yack, cease to engage in the 
"politics of personal destruction" you so 
righteously condemn. 

Canton 

Only in Canton 
Only in Canton can a partnership of the 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA), 
the Chamber of Commerce and the town­

ship team with a major radio station, V98.7 
Smooth Jazz, to turn "another parking 

lot" into "Eight Weeks of Jazz" on Ford Road 
every Friday night at 7 p.m. 

My wife and I, along with more than 500 
people have enjoyed a high caliber, profes­
sional show, first on July 4th at Ford and 
Lotz; Friday, Jury 11, in IKEAs parking lot; 
and Jury 18 in Kroger's parking lot. 

Thank you to the DDA for bringing this 
free entertainment right to our commu­
nity for the third year. Thank you to the 
businesses who allow us to put a chair out 
and relax on your property. Thank you to 
Supervisor Tom Yack and Canton Township 
Trustee Karl Zarbo for your extra effort and 
creative thinking to make this happen. 

We enjoyed dinner at a local restaurant, 
invited out-of-town colleagueSj saw our 
neighbors and met new residents. Yes, on , 
Ford Road. Only in Canton where leaders 
use our assets to the fullest. 

Randy Cook 
Canton 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 

..include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer -
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, MJ 48150 

Fax: 
(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

"You get kids who try to test the policy... The majority of our students understand why we need to increase our 
enforcement. For the most part, the kids have been cooperative." 
- Pat Fitzpatrick, Salem High School interim principal, on the school district's decision to more stridently enforce 
the dress code 

http://www.hometownIife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com
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Don't let the vote 

v 
Kurt Kuban 

ihile I've never run for public office, I've 
covered enough elections to understand 
it's a tough way to make a living. Can you 

imagine having to go out every 
^ j ^ ~ I four (or two) years and beg 

M^t^L people to vote for you so you 
f "^ can keep your job? 
• 4 *t ' * know we all like to 

* vilify our politicians. It's an 
American bloodsport. Gosh 
knows there are many times 
when they deserve our ire. 
But let's face it, thank good­
ness there are individuals out 
there who have the courage 
and gumption to run for public 

office. Democracy wouldn't exactly work with­
out them. 

I've tried to keep all this in mind as I've 
watched the race for Canton treasurer between 
Melissa McLaughlin and Joan Noricks get 
nastier and nastier. Anyone who has seen the 
recent candidates forum sponsored by the 
League of Women Voters (it is playing twice 
a day on Canton Cable) or read recent letters 
to the editor knows exactly what I'm talking 
about. 

It's unfortunate, because you have excellent 
candidates who have spent years serving the 
Canton community. McLaughlin is a current 
Canton trustee, as well as a member of the 
planning commission and DDA. Noricks has 
been the president of the Canton Community 
Foundation for 15 years, and was formerly 
involved with Plymouth-Canton Schools. 

Canton voters are lucky to be able to make a 
decision between the two. This is what democ­
racy should be about. Here you have a couple . 
of community-minded individuals who bring 

a depth of life experience to the table/it is a 
challenge for the voter to determine who would 
be best for the job, a sign of a healthy govern­
ment. If you think about it, far too often we 
don't really have a choice when we enter the 
voting booth. 

So I think McLaughlin and Noricks — and 
some of their supporters — have done a disser­
vice to the voters — and themselves — by drag­
ging the campaign into the mud. Both have 
complained the other is responsible for the 
campaign's negative tone. There is no doubt in 
my mind both candidates deserve some of the 
blame. But there are others who deserve some 
of the blame, as well. 

In recent weeks it has become quite clear 
that Noricks is not just running against 
McLaughlin. She's running against people who 
have controlled Canton government for a gen­
eration, foremost among them outgoing Canton 
Supervisor Tom Yack, who has taken an active 
role in McLaughlin's campaign. State Sen. 
Bruce Patterson is also among this group. 

Noricks has tried to sell herself as the candi­
date of change, the premise being McLaughlin 
is part of this small cadre of power brokers that 
has become too comfortable and is no longer 
responsive to the needs of everyday residents. 
Noricks has taken this message with her while 
knocking on a lot of doors talking to residents. 
My guess is that she has probably said some 
things she will some day regret. 

So it is no surprise that Yack and Patterson, 
who have done some wonderful things for the • 
Canton community, would want McLaughlin 
to defeat Noricks. I'm just a little amazed by 
the tactics they are using to make sure that ' 
happens. 

In a recent letter to the editor, Yack ripped 

Noricks for her "lack of leadership and man­
agement skills" at the foundation, writing "the 
foundation's finances are in disarray, substan­
tial donors have been driven away, income 
has plummeted, expensive software is yet to 
be implemented, staff retention is a problem, 
board communication is lacking, and board 
meetings are disorganized." 

Board members I spoke to, who have no 
interest in who wins this election, refuted 
every one of Yack's charges. In fact, several told 
me they are looking forward to the day when 
Noricks returns to her job (she has taken a 
leave of absence while running for treasurer). 
They also told me that Yack, who helped form 
the foundation, hasn't been to a board meeting 
in "years." 

Patterson also wrote a recent letter to the 
editor, suggesting that the foundation's recent 
newsletter was essentially a campaign piece 
for Noricks, and that it threatened the founda­
tion's non-profit status. He wrote "no current 
political aspirations should be permitted to 
sully the noble efforts of so many, over so long 
a period." 

I've seen the newsletter. Noricks' picture 
appears in it several times, but in each case the 
photos are group shots from recent foundation 
events. Perhaps I don't have a "trained eye" like 
Patterson, but I just don't think it's unusual for 
the president to appear in group shots. There is 
also a short item letting people know Noricks is 
on a leave of absence. 

Why would Patterson want to tarnish the 
reputation of the foundation (the one he pro­
fesses to care about so much) in this way, con­
sidering all the good it has done? I can tell you 
why. It's called politics. I think what is more 
telling about Patterson's letter is that he never 

discloses the fact that McLaughlin used to 
work for him. 

McLaughlin certainly is not innocent either. 
She went on the attack at the recent forum, 
making some of the same charges Yack made 
about Noricks' inept leadership skills at the 
foundation. This doesn't surprise me because if 
Noricks has an advantage over McLaughlin, it 
is that she has led an organization. McLaughlin 
has not. 

But I was surprised McLaughlin criti­
cized Noricks for hiring her daughter to do 
some work at the foundation. As it turns out, 
Noricks' daughter did do some work — she got 
paid $10 an hour on a short-term basis to work 
on the foundation's Web site. The work was 
always approved in advance (and never ques­
tioned) by the foundation's board of directors. 

Frankly, I'm not sure why McLaughlin 
would make Noricks' daughter an issue. I have 
never heard her once complain about Yack's 
daughter, Elizabeth Knoll, being the only paid 
employee at the Partnership for the Arts and 
Humanities, another local charitable group 
that Yack helped get off the ground. 

I just hope, voters aren't influenced by all 
of this. It would be so nice if people enter the 
booth and put a check next to the person's 
name who they think deserves the position the 
most — based on their own qualifications and 
not because they were able to tarnish the name 
of their opponent enough to discredit them. 

I hope that's not what our democracy has 
become. Because if it is, maybe it would be bet­
ter if nobody ran for public office. 

Kurt Kuban is community editor of the Canton Observer. 
He welcomes your feedback at kkuban@hometownlife. 
com or (734) 953-2164. 

Service shouldn't be strike 
Thanks you Canton Observer for your 

endorsement. However, allow me to address 
the deployment question. All of the township 
trustees are part-timers and have outside jobs 
— jobs that could take them out of Canton with 
either a promotion or a pink slip. One of my 
jobs is being a reserve US Marine. Make no 
mistake about it, I am proud to be a US Marine 
and never hesitate to tell people that I could 
be ordered to go back to Iraq or Afghanistan. 
If that will ever happen is certainly unknown 
as the situation in Iraq/Afghanistan is very 
dynamic. Just now, they are speaking of the 
great successes and the pulling out of troops 
under a general timetable — talk like that was 
unheard of not long ago. 

The fact is our military remains ready for 
any mission at any time. Our Founding Fathers 
envisioned a nation that used citizen soldiers 
and they continue to be a pivotal force in 

America's arsenal. Serving one's country or com­
munity need not be mutually exclusive — they 
are, in fact, complementary as it has given me 
the perspective and impetus to take on a wide 
variety of issues that affect Canton residents be 
they at the local, county, state, or federal level. 
This has been at the heart of my many successes 
as a vocal advocate for Canton residents. 

Here is yet another opportunity for me to 
help across the board: at least six states have 
constitutional amendments that allow legisla­
tors to appoint someone in their absence if 
deployed for war. Michigan is not One of them. 
I have spoken to this issue previously in May of 
2006.1 have been working with State Rep. Phil 
LaJoy (a former US Marine) on this issue and 
he has agreed to introduce legislation to allow 
municipal leaders to nominate and appoint 
interim members for the duration of a combat 
deployment. 

It is ironic that extensive legislation exists to 
protect one's employment against discrimina­

tion with regards to military service, and we 
draw no distinction in serving one's nation or 
community for our police or fire personnel, yet 
for local, state and county leaders, discrimina­
tion has been encouraged by some. This action 
unnecessarily deprives both the military and 
government of good leaders (and gosh knows 
the government could use some more). 

We now have an opportunity to support our 
legislators who serve in the reserve military or 
National Guard, and have answered the call to 
duty at great risk and personal sacrifice, with­
out penalizing them, or their constituents. I 
hope you will write your state representatives 
and encourage them to take on this fight for our 
"warrior legislators" across the State of Michigan. 
Anything less than meaningful and total support 
for our troops is, frankly, un-American. 

(Todd Caccamo is seeking re-election.) 

trustee, Canton 

I am a wounded U.S. Marine from Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, as well as a police officer, who 
fought alongside Todd "Cac" Caccamo, includ­
ing the day I was critically wounded. 

Cac is a dedicated, tenacious and honor­
able Marine, public servant and trusted 
friend. Whether you're in a fire fight on the 
streets of Iraq, or in a battle of words within 
the government, you want and need Cac on . 
your side. 

Think about this: if more of our elite politi­
cians could truly feel the pain of the price of 
gas, or the state of repair of our roads, or the 
pain of war — I bet these issues would get fixed 
very quickly. 

We need more public figures in government 
to follow Cac's example and lead from the front 
— like a Marine. 

John Loekwood 
Saline 

THEY'RE ILLEGAL! 
The ohly businesses that can purchase used jeweiry 
are those that are licensed by the State. And you 

can only do it where the license is registered. 

Bring it in! We buy Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Platinum, 
Gold & Silver Coins. 

We Buy Scrap 
Gold at Almost w % 

• CHAINS * WEDDING BANDS 
• CLASS RINGS • COINS 

• BRACELETS « EARRINGS 
• CHARMS • WATCHES 

» ANTIQUE JEWELRY 
• DENTAL GOLD 

% , * . ' * $ • 

>ays a week! 
Come in anytime! ^*P 

Even 
Of VfMVIfV 

Items are Accepted! 

(Benson Diamond Jewelers 
30 Years in Business! 

FINE JEWELRY • PANDORA • SWAROVSKi 
Located In the Westland Mall Kohl's Corridor 

734-525-4100 i 

Just put your money into a Citizens Bank 

high-yield CD to make more. That's smart. 

TO FIND THE CITIZENS BANK LOCATION NEAREST YOU, 

VISITCITIZENSBANKING.COM OR 

"The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is valid as of 7/27/08. $1,000 minimum deposit required to open the account. Offer valid only on new 
accounts. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Offer available to Individuals only and is subject to change at any time. May not be 
combined with any other certificate of deposit offer. 

http://www.hometownlEfe.com
http://VISITCITIZENSBANKING.COM


(*) Observer SF-Ccentnc I Thursday, July 31,2008 
www.fiometownlrfe.com 

0 £ $ « x % sgsBs&taL fee-a^vs f*-=V 3 _ B - .£._•.• 

I » • • 

I.: 

* •- • 

f * * • • 

6 S • 

WX. I T 

•<5>V„ t IS ' ^ ^ 

s i * * * * * * . * 

f • 

• 

"i f 

W 

j # 

*-. . * 

J 7 - ' * 

y 
•<* 4 '%»• *»£>, • « " . 

- "1 

r 

4 

* -* 

*» 

' • * i j 

i r 
4 

V. 

* . 

, j 

:/- Vt* 

,--N» 

#0f, 
« 

&* 

V hBIBI 

- fy> 

A 

.' * t 

r&: 

1 1 

"V ft 

Sign upforWestborr 

Fre^b from the Wire 
G ne'Vsietterfor mor 

monpy saving 
xtunities 

'&*!:&&$ - • • • 5 •• • i 

•">!-

•"J* - • J ' I 


