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Canton man charged with explosives, terror threat

Douglas

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Canton man has been
arraigned on five felony charges
after he allegedly attempted to
damage a railroad overpass with a
pipe bomb early Sunday morning.

Ian Michael Douglas, 18, has
been charged with false report or
threat of terrorism, a 20-vear felo-

ny; placing explosives near proper-
ty, a 15-year felony; two counts of
assault with a dangerous weapon,
each a four-year felony; and felony
firearm, a two-year felony.

“Two people contacted township
police Sunday after Douglas alleg-
edly pointed a 12-gauge shotgun
at them and asked their identities.
Douglas, who came across the two
at a railroad overpass near I-275

and Haggerty, then apparently
ignited a pipe bomb on the ground
under the overpass.

. The witnesses told police that

Douglas talked of derailing a train.

The explosive did not damage the
overpass.

With assistance from the
Western-Wayne Special
Operations Tearn, Michigan State
Police Bomb Squad and CSX

Railroad Police, Canton

officers identified Douglas, a
student at Starkweather
Eduecational Center, through an
investigation and arrested him at
his Kaiser Street residence where

~ bomb-making materials, such as

pipes and powders, were recov-
ered.

Douglas was arraigned
Tuesdayin 35th District Court in

Plymouth.

Magistrate Eric Colthurst
ordered a $500,000 cash bond
and set Douglas’ preliminary exam
for Aug. 8 at the Plymouth court-
house.

Douglas is currently being held
In Wayne County Jail.

tiparks@hometowniife.com

- {734)953-2170
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pouring cash
into court
election

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Some of the 35th District Court
judge candidates in the Aung, 5 pri-
mary had predicted at the start of the
race campaign spending would reach
$100,000 for the six-yvear seat on the
bench. _

In campaign finance reports
required by the Michigan Secretary of
State, as of July 20 half of the
six candidates were well on their
way to reaching the unofficial spend-
ing goal they expect will lead them
to one of the two top finishes in the
primary.

According to Secretary of State
records, Joe Barone of Plymouth
Township had spent the most. Barone
reported spending $61,101 through
July 20, with another $2,734 left in
campaign funds.

Martha Snow of Northville
Township spent $60,527, leaving her

" with $14,521 in available funds. Jim

Plakas of Northville Township - who
spent $98,000 trying to win a seat on
the bench two years ago - had spent
$46,616 through the reporting period,
but had the largest remaining balance
of $24,453.

Cam Miller of Plymouth reported
spending $15,865; Art Butler of
Plymouth Township $2,667; and Jim
Malinowski of Canton Township
$1,881,

The two candidates with the high-
est number of votes will face off in

disappearing act
frustrates buyers

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER.

Given that she and her husband had to move in with
their daughter, find storage for most of their possés-
sions and rush to find a new home, Vivian Lughermo
would probably be the last person to tout Jeff Brown’s
gkills as a developer.

] just want to know how he sleeps at night,” says
Lughermo, who put up $5,000 last year for Brown’s

‘Fjust want to know how
he sleeps at night. | don't
understand what happened

company to build her a
new home in the Cherry
Hill Gardens subdivision
on the southeast corner of

Cherry Hill and Denton
to that sweet guy that we  roads. “I don't understand
first met” what happened to that

IFSt met. sweet guy that we first
YIVIAN LEGHERMO met.”

had left the state.

property.

Lugherme and her
husband, Vincent, were

among a handful of would-be Cherry Hill Gardens
residents that were left without new construction after
Brown, who operated out of Birmingham, moved to

* Las Vegas last summer,

In expectation of moving into Cherry Hill Gardens,
the Lughermos put their Huron Township home up for
sale. When it sold two mounths later, the couple’s son-
in-law learned from township officials that Brown

“So here we are, our house sold, we have to be out in
30 days, our (new) house wasnt even going to be built,
s0 we were homeless,” Lughermo said, adding that
before he left, she had spoken to Brown several times.
“Talk about stress. We knew something was wrong
when the condo model closed.”

The Lughermos moved into their daughter’s Rustic
Ridge home and later purchased a different townshlp

“If we knew we couldn’t tive in (Cherry Hill
Gardens), we probably would have stayed in cur home
for another year or two,” Lughermo said, adding that

until he saw the parcel inside of Cherry Hill Gardens,
her husbhand was reluctant to move.
In addition to Cherry Hill Gardens, Brown was also

S e e
: PHATOS BY DONALD J. ALLEY
the November general election for

a chance to succeed Judge John Carmen Fiora of Birmingham finishes a sidewalk chalk painting of “Girl Before A Mirror” from Pablo Picasso,

MacDonald, who is retiring at the end
of the year.

Meanwhile, in the race for the
20th House District, state Rep. Marc
Corriveau, D-Northville, reported
spending $38,289 of his $134,710 war

while her friend Brian Goodwin of Piymouth watches.

unfinished roads.

the developer for Hampton Ridge North and is facing
alawsuit from Canton regarding that subdivision’s

“He left and didn’t tell us,” said Municipal Services
Director Tim Faas., “This is the first time that has hap-
pened in recent history.”

Arts take center stage

tival included the “Chalk It

chest,
Republican Jerry Vorva of Plymouth
had $10,800 in his coffers, which

Faas said Brown called township officials about
a month ago explaining that the security was still
available for Hampton Rldge North. The call was i

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS we want to continue to grOow

included a $5,000 donation from the OBSERVER STAFF WRITER this event.” Up” contest, face painting, prompted by a letter requesting that Brown complete
Michigan Chamber of Commerce, ‘ Fletcher said attendance strolling entertainment, food, the development’s roadwork.

which is supporting Vorva; a $500 Everything art larded throughout the day ranged wine tasting and artwork Brown'’s attorney, Mike Morganroth, said his client
contribution from the Michigan Saturday in Cherry Hill from 1,500 to 2,000 people.  displays. didn't simply abandon the two township develop-
Association of Insurance Agents and 2 Village for the third annual “There was a lot to see and “The purpose for the fes- ments, adding that Brown’s former business part-
$5,000 loan to himself. Vorva has thus Cherry Festival, alot to do,” he said, noting tival is two-fold: we want {0 ner, Dick Lewiston, is now responsible for Cherry

far spent $2,896. “The Liberty Fest is all that the musical entertain- showcase the arts and we Hill Gardens. Pulte has taken over development at

‘ment on the mobile stage at
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads
was one of the highlights of

about families and the Cherry
Festival is all about the arts,”
said Sean Fletcher, Canton

Corrivean and Vorva do not have
competition in the primary race and
are gearing up for the November elec-

want to highlight the Village
and let people see all of its
different shops,” Fletcher

Hampton Ridge North.
Brown, who moved last summer, felt compelled 4
to go west after Lewiston instructed him not to

tion. Leisure Services recreation  -the event. said. move forward with any construction at Cherry Hill
and facilities supervisor. Organized by Leisure For more 1nformat1on on Gardens, Morganroth said.

thruscato@hometowniife.com “We had more to do this year  Services and sponsored by Leisure Services, visit lelsure

{734) 953-2172 Huntington Bank, the fés-  canton-mi.org. Please see DEVELOPMENT, A3

(than the last two years) and
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- i a tee or green sponsorship, gift package. . ’ ' K
Chakmber quf ClaSSlIC ‘ signage at the course, recogni- Individual golf is $150 and A llttle help at the
The Canton Chamber of tion at the dinner banquet, and  includes golf with cart, conti- ‘
Commerce will host the 2008 aplaque, plus 18 holes of golf,  nental breakfast, lunch at the um
Charober Golf Classic on with cart, continental break-  turn, beverages on the course, p p

Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Pheasant
Run Golf Club. Registration for
the fund-raising event begins
at 8:30 a.m.

There are several packages to
participate available.

The Golf for Four
Sponsorship Package is $650,
and includes golf for four with

fast, lunch at the turn, bever-
ages on the course, dinner, gift
package, awards & prizes.

The Golf for Four Package
is $550, and includes golf
with cart for four, continental
breakfast, lunch at the turn,
beverages on the course, buf-
fet dinner banquet, prizes, and

©HGANNEIT
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buffet dinner banquet, prizes,
gift package, and more,

For those who only want din-
ner, the cost is $35.

To register for the event or
for more information, visit the
Chamber Web.site at www.can-
tonchamber.com or call (734)
453-4040.

Leadership Canton

Leadership Canton is now
accepting applications for the
2008-2009 leadership class.
This is an eight month class
from Qctober throngh May
designed to help current and
potential leaders broaden their
awareness of leadership oppor-
tunities in the Canton com-~
munity.

Registration deadline is
Aug. 15, The cost of the class is
$800. Each day long seminar
includes lunch,

Leadership Canton is a joint
collaboration between Canton
Township and the Canton
Chamber of Comumerce. For
more information, call the
Canton Chamber of Commerce

f
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Grand Champs 2007

Member of the Ceccheiti
Council of America

Every 'I’uesday & Thursday

Starting Aug. 5 - Aug. 28 “‘5{%

Classes begin Sept. 3

= All aduilt certified teaching staff -
+ No annual registration fees!

+ Affordable costumes b
* Reasonable recital tickets L
*» Anpual attendance trophies

* Raised wood dance ﬂoors

J Bt . ap Jazzo Hip Hop
» Pre-school Creative Dance » All-Boys Hipvﬂopb:ml%’é?ﬂon
1672 8. Lilley at Palmer ¢ Cﬁﬁi’qgl

www.the-dance-co snecgﬁon.com s
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_ Thomasville excluded from
sales tax offer due o
Thomasvile corporate
picing policy.

Discounts of SRR Som

- moy agply. Prior. purchiases

. Al items subject to grio 5
yictared may vary from items on

shoveoom floor. Mon., Thurs.
., Thurs.,

Accents | Area Rugs | Bedrooms | Carpet | Dining Rooms | Entertainment Centers | Home Office
Lamps, Pictures & Accessories Leather | Living Room | Mattresses | Recliners | Youth Furniture

STOP BY TODAY FOR YOUR ENTRY.
FIVE GUARANTEED WINNERS! NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.

& 6 MONTHS FINANCING

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE REQUIRED!

MNIMUM $500 FINANGED. EXCLUDES THOMASVILLE DUE TO CORPORATE FOLICY.

ift Certificate
Any item purchased now thru August 2 and is fisted on your entry form as your Heart’s Desire is
FEREE if your entry is one of the five selected during the drawing.

Zike. YOU WILL RECENVE A 108 GIFT %ﬁm‘ii‘ésﬁﬁ?ﬁg

Located next door to Thomas wlle of Now

' i
SMITH BROTHERS
FURNITURE GALLERY OF NOVIL

248.344.255% - 42200 Grand River (5 b fai of o fon)
Fri.: 10am - 8pm Tues., Wed.; Sat:: 10am -

fpm Sun.: 1._||crun - Spm

Fifling up is going fo be a lot easier
for Canton's John Young, who
recently won $1,000 in free gas
cards from TCF Bank as part of its
Free Gas Giveaway Sweepstakes, in
which TCF has given away $1,000 in
free gas cards every week in July,
Younq entered the sweepstakes

at the TCF branch in Canton on
Michigan Avenue. ‘Winning this card
is a huge help to my wife and me,’
Young said. My wife drives to Royal
0Oak everyday to visit her father in
Beaumont Hospital, so I'm going to
share the card with her :

office at (734) 453-4040 or e~
mail eventscoordinator@can-
tonchamber.com.

Volunteers sought

Compassionate Care
Hospice, a community-based
organization that provides hos-
pice care for patients and their
families, is currently seeking
caring and dedicated individu-
als to provide support by being
a friendly visitor or clerical
volunteer. Training is provided,
and will be held at the orga-

nization’s office at 5820 Lilley
Road, Suite 1, in Canton.
For more information,
contact Ann Christensen, vol-
- unteer coordinator, toll-free,
(888) 983-9050.

Literary arts class

Literary Arts Class For
Children - Embark On A
Creative Writing Journey

Poet and photographer
Cheryl A. Vatcher-Martin of
Canton offers a Literary Arts
Class for Children noon to 1

SHOW US

p.m., Aug. 4-7, at the Tinkham
Center off Venoy Boad in
Westland.

The class is designed to liven
up your story telling skills by
writing in your journal, learn
about new ways to describe
things so that all of your stories
and haiku will be cool to write
and fun to share with others.

Call (734) 419-2426 to reg-
ister. Anyone wishing to speak
first to Martin can e-mail her

" at peroinc5@comnicast.net or

call (734) 397-1626.

YOUR FEET.

We'll show you a day without foot pain.
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they move.
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Joan is endorsed by the Canton Observer and Canton residents.
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“Tuesday, August 5th
for Real Change:

B A treasurer who will excel ¢
| at relationship building and  °
§ has business experience.

www.JoanNoricks.com

20.00 OFF

OUSTOM IN$EMS

| $10.00 OFF=

‘ , Yy purchase of $100.00 or more =&
: ﬂaﬁid a West Blioomfield and Lumma Stores anJy + {ifer entls Sleiﬁiu_ :

Fooﬁ
SOLUTI@N

Kenneth & frene Anson  James & Carol Fausone Craig Manser Gregory & Eltie Schupra
Wiillam Baltelli Husslen Fawaz Judith Fieischaker Herbert & Ofivia Scott
Rocky & Nancy Barra Heather Fiedor Batsy & Rich Mazurkiewicz  Ed & Rosemary Sieracki
Beverly Bazzell Peter & Debbie Fulan Thomas & Sue McGee Frank Sinagra
Bonnie Berg Gary & Kathy Gaviall Richard & Nikki McKamie  Sieven Sneideman
Sandy Bergeson Paul & Trish Geick John & Nancy Middlestead  Gregory & Jean Stachura
Dan & Patty Bihn Bruno Genrich * Lisa Mininni Vada Starr
| Beth & Tim Biand William & Mary George Bilt & Cindy Mcore Deirdre Stemmellen
Duane & Shason Bording  Patty Gerou ' Henry Moore Jean Stenger e
Tromas Borg David & Elizabeth Givens Steven & Debra Otting Michasl & Rebecca Stephenq:'i# ny
Nancy Boyd Gary & Gina Goerke @iale Owens Jim & Lou Stocktan bty
Robert Boyer Gary Grady Steve & Chris Park Robert & Judith Stone 3
George Bradley Anne Marie Graham-Hudak Keith & Leslie Pearson Eugene & Kathleen Suchyta ¥
Richard & Linca Breakie  Bill Gravett Sue Pitarski Jake & Dawn Sweeney
Michefie Burger Barbara Hanka Linda Poht Larry & Jean Tabor
Lori Calro Gordon, Karen & Natalie Hansen James & Grata Poole Gary & Anna Takessian
Anthony Caushi Mary Hauk Lita Popke Judy Thomason
£ John & Aldona Chew Lori Hirshman Charles & Rose Portetli Ron & Sue Thompson
# Dan Chudnof Thomas Houdek . ‘Scott Ragland Wayne & Lisa Titus, lit
‘{' Norma Darow Mark Hutchins Scott Redding Brent Tornayko
i4 Bob &Ann Dates Eric & Lori Jackson Nancy Richter MarthaTrafford
;H William Dawson, I Steve & Patricia johnson Katherine Robiadek Paul Furnbull
; ,‘5 ' Bob & Aleda DeBenedet  Steve & Kenda Jones Barbara Rodenberg _ Sharon Turnes
o John DeBensdet Sarah & Franz Kautz Chico Rodriguez Kenneth & Susan Voyles
B2 David & Faith Demorest  Janat Kelm Mark & Patricia Rosiek Laren Wadingfon
Gk A Chris & Krista DePoy Lisa & Mike Kennedy John & Marilyn Roughley  Nikki Ward
Dave & Dlana DePoy James & Laura Kosteva Michael Rozek . Ed & Mary Jane Weidenbach$
Gary & Debbie Krone Lisa Rozum Robert & Sally Welch
Pag & Bill Krueger Marion Rozum Richard & Karen Whipple
Sandy Lethbridge James Ryan Dennis & Sara Williams
Carole & Barry Levine Dennis & Maxine Saffron Roger & Jeanette Winas
John & Carol Lewis Kim & David Scartelli Debbie Zabramski
Jason Lewkut Leroy & Debbie Schopleray  Giles & Juliann Ziolkowski
Nanay & John Eggenberger Jeanine Lowe - Mary Schalz - Aon & Connie Zonca
Gail Maloney Brian Schumacher-

q

Gurbachan Mann

TaERE.

LN,
Paid for by Friends of Joan Noricks

6886 Kennesaw, Canton, Mi 48187 5381

Jobn & Kemmie Schumacher
R



http://www.hometownlife.com
http://HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
http://www.cantonchamber.com
http://www.cantonchamber.com
mailto:eventscoordinator@cantonchamber.com
mailto:eventscoordinator@cantonchamber.com
mailto:peroinc5@comcast.net
file:///I.L-BCVIS
http://www.JoanNoricks.com

www.hometownlife.com

| LOCAL NEWS !

QObserver & Eccentric | Thursday, July 31, 2008 (<) A3 _,.,_"

Farm days

Ron Weber and son, Nicholas {age 12)
of Safem, demonstrate old tractor
plowing at the Old Tyme Farm Days
on Saturday. Many of the tractors
shown had horsepower of only 18-25
hp, a fraction of today's 300 hp farm
tractors.

DEVELOPMENT

FROM PAGE A1

“He was sent a Hotice not to
do anything,” he $iiid. “They
wanted control asid they got
]t‘”

Lewiston Could‘fl_f‘mt be
reached for comment.

~ Today, the conffominium
complex remains partially
finished with only one, vacant
single-family honie completed.

The entrance féém Cherry
Hill Road, with its shrubbery
and flowers, is astark contrast
to the entrance off of Denton.

L

By

The signage is largely covered
by overgrown weeds, a chained
rope blocks vehicle access and
tree branches have landéd in
the roadway.

Morganroth said Lewiston’s
behavior concerning the devel-
opment has been “outrageous”
and that Brown personally
refunded deposits to five or
six families that were slated to
move into the subdivision.

The Lughermos were not -
among that group.

“We tried contacting Brown
but it seemed like he left

‘Earth,” Lughermo said, not-

ing that they then sought the

return of their deposit from = -
Sheahan Title Company. “We
got the run around, but we dld
get it back”

Sheahan Title Company,
which did not return calls
to comment on this story, is
included in the township’s
lawsuit concerning Hampton
Ridge North.

“We were lucky because
everything worked put but
I cannot believe that they
would destroy (a) homeowner’s
dream,” Lughermo said.

tiparks@hometownlife.com s
(734} 953-217Q
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JCPenney. Optical

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

599

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES®

= Any frame up to $130
» Scratch-resistant lenses ‘
= Single vision, lined bifecals or

FREE NO-LINE :
BIFOCALS!

it
Palyaarhonate
. mEE U¥ Prataction.

}S' EYEGLASS
ACKAGE™

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans
Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx.

I f.' Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 '
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 l

“$99 offer includes any frame Wh $130, singls vision, 5728 fined bilocels ar standard Instinctive no-tine hifocala with seratch- resnsmm plastic fensés excluding Ray‘ban and SunSpot Collection. Some special
orders excluded, Additional chariik may be applied for strong Ry, Other progressives, speciatty lenses and lens options are additional. **Offer includes any frame up to $100.00. FREE warranty and polycarbonate
lenses for any child 18 and und%.-see ttician for datalls. Cannot be combined with anather offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Eye axams arrznged or we can fill your doctor's prescription.
Partcipeting stores only. Yoid prefilbfiec by law. Eye exams performed by independent state llcensed Dinctars of Optometry. Offer ends August 31, 2008. Yalid prescription required. An eye exam Is

I raquired 1 daternsine if contact ar right for you, See stare for details, Other terms and conditions may apply, Impartant information far contact |ens wearers: ACUVUE® Brand Contact Lenses are available
by presorption only for vision mw A aye care professional will determine whether contact fenses are right for you, Although rare, sericus eye problems can develop. To help avoid these prablems, °
° follow the wear and replm ufe and the fens care instructions prvided by your doctor. Do not wear ienses i you have an eye infection, or BUDEFENCE By8 discomfort, excassive tearing, vision
changes, redness or ather éye 5. I one of these conditions accLrs, contact your eye doctor Immediately, For more Information on proper wear, care and safety, talk fo your sve oare professicnal,

I call 1-880-843-2020 or vislt acli.com. ACUVUE®, AGUVLIE® ADVANCE®, ACIVUE® GASYS™, HYDRACLEAR® AND ULTRA GOMFORT SERIES™ are registered trademarks of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care, Inc.

fKT.CODE: NP

QAL 1-877-JEPEYES
(™

© . "SHOP, JCPEYES.Coi

3./5%

"HIGH YIELD SAVINGS BALANCES
OF $100,000 UP TO $499,999.

: Invest in your future with Fifth Third Bank. You'll get guaranteed
by returns on your balances, and you can rest easy knowing it's
FDIC insured.t Plus, it's available at your nearest Fifth Third
Bank, so it's convenient, Give us a call at 1-877-579-5353 or visit
* . 53.com to see whaf we can do for you.

wl G

-

M Bie. .

FIFTH THIRD BANK
The things we do for dreams’."

LN

tBalarices over §100, 009%33' ot he FDIC insured!, Please visit www.fdic.gov for insurance coverage limitations. Annual Percentaga Yields (APY) accurate as of 87/23/08.
Fifth Third reserves lhe'ﬁht foreflise any deposit, *A Fifth Third chacking account is required to recefve the stated rate. (D rate does not appiy.to balances currently
on deposit with Fifth rm Bank. §5,000 minimum deposit required to oper. Penatty for early withdrawal. Not available for cormercial and nonprofit accounts. *

#*450 minimum deposﬂmquwed to open an account, Balances of $1-124,993 carn an APY of 0.50%. Balances of $25.000-549,959 eamn an APY of 2.00%. Balances of
$50,000-599,599 earnan APY of 3.00%. No nterest is paid on portions of your balance of $500,000 or more. APYs may vary by market. Rate may chenge after the

= account is opened, Fees may reduice earnings. $25 fee if account is closed within 180 days of account opening, Fifth Third Bank Merber FDIC,

1
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strawberries

TROPICANA
PURE PREMIUM
ORANGE JUICE

ALL VARIETIES
64 OZ,

[ EMIT 3 CARTONS PLEASE |
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KEMPS
ICE CREAM

ALL VARIETIES
64 OZ, :

| LIMIT 3 HALF GALLONS PLEASE
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AT LEAST
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ANN ARBOR
5. Main Street at
Ann Arbor-Saiine

734-998-2666

ANN ARBOR &
Green Road at
Plymouth Road
734.994.7200
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PRICES EFFECTIVE THROUGH CARLETON
: SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 2008. Grafton Road
Bute to the popularity of our low prices everyday, we reserye she right <o limit quantities 734-654-1600

- on advertised items, Selectad specials may hot be available at every Busch's store.

N |

BUSCH'S FAMILY SUPERMARKET
WO i CHIGAN STORE.

CLINTON FARMINGTON HILLS PINCKNEY ® NOVI
Woest Michigan Ave. Grand River Avenue East M-36 Ten Mile Road at
517-456-1100 at Drake Road 734.878.7500 Meadowbrook
' 248-427-7400 148.348-0708
PLYMOUTH/
DEXTER @ LIVONIA NORTHYVYILLE ROCHESTER HILLS
Dexter-Ann Arbor Rd. Six Mile Road at Sheldon Road at Walton Boulevard
734-426-9600 Newburgh Five Mile Road at Adams Road
734.779-6100 734-414.5200 248-375-0900

saLine &
East Michigan Ave.
734-429-6100

SOUTH LYoN &
Pontiac Trail ac
Nine Mile Road
248-446-8812

Tecumsen & o
West Chicago Blvd. i
517-424-1100
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the Aug, 5 Democratic primary. Two .
Republicans are seeking the GOP nomi-
nation. The county treasurer serves a
four-year term. The position pays

$128,768 a year.

All candidates were asked to respond
io an online questionnaire by Gannett
Newspapers in Michigan for our online

Robinson responded.

Republicans, former county audi- g
_tor Brenden Dunleavy and T1mber1y G

Kevin Kelly of Grosse Ile, Thomas )
Marciniak of Plymouth, Robert John - .
Nozicka of Deaborn, Brian O’Donnell -
of Dearborn, Catherine O'Meara of
Grosse Pointe Farms, Sigmunt John

L _to the questioninaire.
These are the responses of the

':Democratic candidates to the question-

" naire. The responses of the Republican
candidates will run-on Sunday.
For responses in this and other con-
tests, go to the Voter Guide at www.home-
townlife.com.

What makes you the most gualified

to hold this position? ‘
Ihaveserved asa Wayne

County Commissioner for the

last eight years, overseeing

the budget and trying to

get 2 handle on how many

the tax

B! process. The
cominissioners
are told there
are 9000

b | vacant parcels
sitting idle but
the treasurer’s
office has

. never disclosed
the annual proceeds or the
accumulative total from
auctioning off our county’s
assets. I am not sure they
know how much money

they are holding. I have an’
MBA and a law degree, both
would prove invaluable with
the continucus avalanche

of litigation plaguing the
treasurer’s office from
improper procedures. I have
also studied at Harvard
University and learned
nationally acclaimed programs
to fight foreclosure and blight
from other county treasurers. I
have the energy and ambition
to bring proven best practices
from around our state and

Cavanagh

propertles have gone through

CAVANAGH SAYS FORECLOSURES TOP TSSUE

country to turn the tide on the
escalating problems facing our
neighborhoods.

What are the two most
important issues facing the
treasurer's office and how would
you address them?

1. Foreclosures, home and
business - most counties in
our state have NEVER taken
an occupied home or business.
The treasurer does so as a
matter of procedure. It takes
hard work and compassion
to put the effort into helping
someone stay in their home
not just referring them to a
non-profit that does the heavy
lifting, We need people to stay
in their homes to stabilize cur
commumities.

2. Stabilizing property
values and reducing blight
by majintaining or rehabbing
the 5000 County Treasuret

- owned properties. This will

create JOBS! The treasurer’s
office has reserved all
the auction proceeds for -
pending litigation. We need
procedures in place so we
are not wrongtully taking
someone’s property and
being sued, Therefore the
proceeds can be used to
develop and reconstruct our
neighborhoods.

Tax Delinquencies! 201,000
of 857,000 residential
taxpayers are currently

PHILIP CAVANAGH

Party: Democrat
Age: 46

Marital Status: Married to Lily Cavanagh

Family: Three daughters. Veronica and Erin {I7), twins, just graduated
from Thurston High Schood, attending U of M in the fall and Mary (16), .
senior at Thurston High Schoot and three stepchildren: Mex, 28; Stacey,

26; and Raymond, 21 -
City/Town; Redford Township

Education/Degrees: Milford High School, class.of 1979 BS and BA from
Aquinas College (1983) in Accounting and Business Administration;
Juris Doctorate and MBA (1998} from the University of Detroit Mercy; .
Harvard JFK School of Government: Senior Executive in State and Local
Government Program (2005). Michigan Pollt;cai Leadership Program -

Fellow at MSU (1998)

Occupation: Wayne County Commissioner, 9th District Attorney and
Counselor at Law (part time) Business Consultant {part time)
Experience: County Commission - Vice chair of Ways and Means -
Committee, also served or am serving on Economic Development, Public
Safety Judiciary and Homeland Security, Health and Human Services,
Government Operations and Mental Health Taskforce Committee.
Attended Harvard JFK School with Dan Kildee, Genesee County
Treasurer, and learned best practices for national mode! of land banks.
Balanced budgets and eliminated deficits as treasurer of the.Defroit:
Wayne County Mental Health Board and: Heafth Choice.

delinquent on their taxes. The
County government cannot
own a quarter of the County.
Residents are fleeing Wayne
County. We have to stop this -
tread before the 2010 federal
Census. ‘

Just a few, quick, personal trivia
questians. What was the last hook
you read?

The Secret by Rhonda Burne
What is the hest movie you've seen
in the last12 months?

No Country for Old Men by
the Cchen Brothers (2007)

knowledge and experience to
collect delinquent taxes but
also the sensitivity to respond
to the needs of the many
famlhes just trying to survive -
each day. This-
year, my office
has eompleted
arecord
borrowing for -
delinquent
taxes, nearly
$300 million

at below
market rates,
savings .
mllllons for the County. I have
guided the County’s investment
activities, never losing a dime
nor missing a payment. We
have the most extensive and
most effective Community
Outreach Program in the State,
with demonstrated results. |
More than 3000 pedple have
been helped by cur Taxpayer
Assistance Department

this year, We do not auction
oceupied properties. Hardship
applications have more than
doubled versus last year to

over 1300. More than 2700
properties have been saved

by accepting payments after
the March 31 statutory
deadline. I have faced change
and challenges with honesty,
integrity and genuine concern
for my constituents. I wilt
continue to use my experience
to deliver for Wayne County
taxpayers.

What are the two most important
issues facing the treasurer's
office, and how would you address
them?

1. Keeping families in their
homes. It is 2 multi-faceted and
complex issue, The extended
adverse economic climate
has had a severe impact on a
family’s ability to pay taxes.

For this reason, Phase I of

Wojtowicz

'L City/Town; Lifelong. fésidefit

 wwwhometownlife.com E EI_ECTION 2008 E Qoserver & Eccentric | Thurscay, July 31, 2008 ® &5
,l 3 d d t f t t WOJTOWICZ CITES LONG SERVICE
candidates vie 0I' COI.III reasurer e e st s [
v to hold this position? | RAYMOND-WOJTOWIC
Nine candlda.tes have filed to run . vgter gulde Three Democrats, Wo_]towicz Szczepkowsk1 of Rlvemew, Keith My experience. Nawgatmg ST
against incumbent Wayne County County Commissioner Philip Cavanagh -~ - Windhaim of Detroit, and Linda Kay in these unprecedented Party:Democrat
Treasurer Raymond Wojtowicz in “and Beverly Kindle-Walker and two Zebrowsk of Garden City did not respond economic times requires Age:79

" Marital Status: Married
Family: 5 children, ¢ grandehil-
dren

- the City-of Hamframck ..
Education/Degrees; Graduate
of St. Ladistaus High School
Great Lakes College, Diplomate
Medical Radiegrapher
Occupation: Wayne Cou‘ntv
Treasurer
Experience:; | have had the
honor of serving as th;e Wayhe
County Treasurer since August
1976,

Eas e

fn el

- toprovide a wide range;of.

key financial data, using
* otily those instituticis with:

“Operation Normandy” was
launched in February 2008 to -

enlist the support of more than_.g
20 community organizations

services to help the citizens
of Wayne County. As a result
of the innovative and creative [
approaches taken by my
office, we are recognized

as setting the standard

in educating and helping
families stay in their homes.

2. Safeguarding County funds -
in the current challéhging
market. My ¢ffice invests all
County funds in suchaway
as to judiciously protect the
safety and security of those
funds, while meeting llquldlty
requirements and roaximizin;
yield. We constantly monitor

acceptable levels of estimated
risk. '
Just a few, quick, personal trivia
questions: What was the last boo
you read?

The Céritury by P ‘terx.i,
Jennmgs and Todd Tewsier.
What s the best movie you've s
in‘the last 12 months?

The Sound quusza

b

What makes you. the ‘most qualified
to hold this pbsltion?

The qua]iﬂcatrons for=--"
the office of Wayne County
Treasurer is to be at least
18 years old, a registered
voter in Wayne County and
receive the most votes. I have
arecord of service which is
unmatched by any other in
this race. I believe that L am
the best candidate because 1
have made it my chief concern,
since 1996, to determine how
the Wayne County Treasurer
could better serve its citizens.
I have consistently challenged
the status quo. When Public
Act 123 (which accelerated to
tax reversion process) went

KINDLE-WALKER ‘WANTS T0 PROTECT VULNERABLE

into: effect in
2000 I'began

“to alert people’
to the potential
problem. The
Treasurer was
too slow in

| responding.

" Thus we
experienced
this crisis

which started to escalate in

2004. We need a visionary

with compassion in this office.

Kindie-Watker

" Over 71,000 people have voted

Beverly Kindle-Walker for
Wayne County Treasurer in
the last three elections.

What are the two most important
Issues facing the office you are

Hospital seeking volunteers

The volunteer services depart-
ment of the new Providence
Park Hospital in Novi is begin-
ning its first volunteer recruit-
ment campaign, The hospital
is scheduled to open Sept. 5 and
expecls to recruit some 400 new
volunteers within the first year.

Kathy Zaguroli, manager
of vohunteer services, said,
“Hospital volunteers not only
make a difference in people’s
lives, but at the same time they
experience a sense camaraderié
amongst their peers, and a sense
of fulfillment in giving back to
the community”

Volunteers are needed
for responsibilities in the
Emergency Center, surgical
lounge, pediatric department,
gift shop, and visitor services,
as well as duties in the areas of
spiritual care, transporter, cleri-
cal, patient greeter.

The hospital is looking for
adults 18 and older to work a
minimum of one, four-hour
shift per week.

Interested persons may
request a volunteer application
packet by calling (248) 465-
4096 or e-mailing volunteerser-
vice @s’cjohn org.

cumsrmas IN JOLP SALE!

Long Latmg Toys That Inspire Creative

- Ends 8/2/08

running for, and how would you
addrass them?

-At Responding to the crisis -
of tax-reverted foreclosed
homes is a great concern. The
Treasurer has the discretion
to withhold any property from
foreclosure. I would enter into
special payment arrangements
with those most vulnerable
citizens. As the keeper of all
County funds I would make
certain that millages are
used as the voters intended. I
would protect retiree pensions
from the likes of Bear Stearns
investments and MCA/
RIMCO type investors and
speculators.

Just afew, quick, personaltrivia..
questions: What wat t‘he fast book

- youread? .

Currenily readmg Raised
from the Dead by former TV
anchor Frank Turner (sharing
the book with my husband).
The last book that I read is
Bishop C. H. Mason and the
Roots of the Church of God
in Christ by Bishop Tthiel
Clemmons.

What is the best movie you've seen
in the last 12 months?

The Great Debaters with
Denzel Washington. My all-
time favorites are Beaches with
Bette Midler and Eddie with
Whoopi Goldberg,

-
(NN
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| BEYERLY KINDLE-WALKER

| Party: Democrat

Age: 54

Marital Status: married
Family: one adult son
City/Town: Detroit

Education/Degrees: Asscciate's degree, Seneral Studles Wayne
County Community College District Transfer Student, B.A. {lommunlty

Development-Public Administration, Central Michigan ;

Decupation: Legisiative assistant to Wayne County Commissioner T:m L
Killeen, 1st District (currently on unpaid leave)
Experience: | have over 20 years of administrative and managenafﬂ
axperience in public and private sector employment.

¥
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OUR VIEWS

ress code push not

rights violation

Administrators and educators spent the last few
weeks using summer school students to tune up
enforcement of Plymouth-Canton’s dress code, follow-
ing plans hatched during months of committee discus-
sions among administrators, teachers, students and
parents.

We think it was time well spent.

The district has decided, after its dress policy
committee started studying the issue as far back as
October, to increase enforcement of the code. For the
second straight year — last year, it was cell phones

.~ officials decided o begin the enforcement in sum-

mer school, giving them those few weeks to tweak and
teach, to let students and parents alike know what was
coming, and gauge reaction to it.

- District officials maintain the policy itself isn't
changing — indeed, they say the policy has been pretty
mich the same for 15 years — but that a stronger
enforcement has become necessary.

The targets are items the district deems distract-
ing — plunging necklines, sagging pants that reveal
undergarments, clothing that glorifies drugs, alcohol
or sex, Also on the radar are potential safety items or
possible weapons, such as large belt buckles, and col-
ored contact lenses, which educators say can mask the
fact the wearer could be high or inebriated.

We agree such things can be a distraction, but if you
don’t want to listen-to us or to administrators, listen to
the students themselves, who said so in an anonymous
survey taken as part of the committee’s discussions.

Of course there are also students calling this new
enforcement push a violation of their freedom of
expression. Kids, they say, use dress as a means of
expressing themselves. We agree with that part, and
that’s all fine and good, in the rlght circumstance and
venue.

But a classroom is not the right venue. Students
are there to learn, and those who push the envelope
on things like the dress code do a disservice to those
they would deter. It’s a matter of respect, for self and
others, a lesson best learned young, because it’s one
students will need as they move on to the more heavily
regulated world of the adult work force. -

Conspiracy theorists would have you believe such
a move on the digtrict’s part is a first step toward a
uniform policy, but there’s no indication anyone in the
district wants that, and we don’t think it should.

What district officials want is a more uniform
enforcement of an existing policy. Such enforcement
removes any gray areas; students now know what con-
stitutes a viclation and what the resulting penalty will
be. It gives the policy, and the district, a much more
regimented code,

Schools have never been intended as bastions of
democracy. There are certain rules to be followed. It
can only benefit students to make those rules — and
their resultant consequences — clear.

We support no-reason
absentee voting

Every Election Day, there are countless people who
plan to vote, but don’t make it to the polls for one reason
or another.

These well-intentioned citizens want to participate in
our democratic system, but the logistics of life prevent
them from doing so.

Perhaps they have to work a long shift or stay late at the
office to finish up a project. Maybe they commute a long
disiance to work and have to leave before 7 a.m. and don’t
get home until 8 pm.”

Mayhe they have young children or an elderly fam-
ily member to care for at home and can’t get anyone to
relieve them. Or perhaps they have to rush home after
work to fix dinner for the family and then rush out the
door again to drive a child to soccer practice or attend a
child’s recital.

Whatever the reason, it’s no reason not to vgte.

That's why we support no~reason absentee voting in
Michigan.

Currently, the only people in Michigan eligible to vote
by absentee ballot are those who are 60 years old and
older, incarcerated, have religious reasons for not voting
on election day, plan to be out of town, or need assistance
voting,

Earlier this month, state Sens, Liz Brater, D-Ann
Arbor, and Gilda Z. Jacobs, D-Huntington Woods,

announced a “No Excuses Voting Initiative” that supports .

the passage of Senate Bill 12, which would allow voters to
vote by absentee ballot for any reason.

We support the passage of 8.B. 12 as well. Any change
in law that would give more people the chance to partici-
pate in democracy gets a yes vote from us.

@ server
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TBECAUSE ¥ 1Y CANDIDRTE DOESN'T WIN,
| GOD WiLL SMITE THIS COUNTRY TERR \ewf
| THAT'S WHY T NEED AN ABSENTEE BALLOT!

Prasad has proven record

Jaldhar Prasad, PE (certified professional
engineer) will make an outstanding trustee
for all of Canitory’s citizens. Prasad’s beliefs
and experiences, including his history of
community involvement, will be an asset to
Canton. He has a proven record of executing
plans and delivering resuits as the past CEO
of Prasad and Associates. :

He immigrated to the U.S, 50 years ago
as a hard working and goal-oriented indi-
vidual. He earned higher degrees in civil
engineering from the University of Detroit
and Wayne State University. His wife,
Pushpa Prasad, and Jaldhar Prasad raised
three successful children who are now
acquisitions to the institutions they serve.

Jaldhar Prasad has the credentials
of social service with the International
Rotary Club, International Toastmasters
Club, international Institute of Detroit,
International YMCA and the India League
of America. With his global exposure, he
has set his goal to address the following
issues affecting Canton Township: envi-
ronmental and ecological impacts; traffic
congestion in the vicinity of Ford Road and

- Haggerty; improved traffic flow at Palmer

and Sheldon and Palmer and Lotz; update
procedures for the existing waste materi-
als; and discourage further accumulation
of waste material at Hannan Road between
Michigan and Ecorse.

As one can see from his ohjectives above,
Jaldhar Prasad emphasizes substance and
is not carried away by hollow symbolism
and empty cliches. On Aug, 5, please vote
for Jaldhar Prasad so he can apply his
determination on behalf of all the citizens of
Canton Township.

Anil Shrivastava
partner and managing editor, Think Club
Publications

Bioomfield Hills

Proud to be in Canton

Thanks to Tom Yack and elected leaders
like Melissa McLaughlin, Terry Bennett,
Phil LaJoy, Elaine Kirchgatter, Bob
Shefferly, and John Burdziak, who were
there in the early days to create a vision for
Canton and then begin to carry out that
vision. Thank you to recently elected leaders
like Todd LaJoy, Todd Caccamo and Karl -
Zarbo {(who was really instrumental from
"his planning commission seat for many
of those earlier years) for continuing the
positive hard work to make Canton great.
Collectively, you have brought us to a place
in Canton’s history that makes us proud to
be Cantonians, or Cantonites, or whatever
we want to call ourselves, _

Trustee Carl Zarbo said it best during the

‘Wayne County League of Women's Voters’

candidate forum held at the Village Theater,
when he stated, “This didn’t bappen by
accident,” speakmg of the good things that
we have in our township. Ironically, we were
seated in a direct product of that vision 4t
the time, the theater itself right in Cherry
Hill Village. Both of those are now Canton
jewels.

You first sought out the ingredients for a
successful, desirable, thriving community
by helding focus groups and gathering
input from many sources. Over the years,
you plotted and planned and revised and
then planned some more. You gathered and
incorporated the education and business
community as partners in the vision. You

LETTERS

created an environment that first attracts
families and then attracts retail businesses.
You worked to create balance by also entic-
ing light industrial businesses to come here.
You stressed housing quality and variety,
education, safety, recreation, the arts, and
infrastructure. You stressed diversity and
excellence. Most of all, you stressed “com-
munity.”

You did this by the inclusion of as many
of our folk that wanted to be a part of the
effort along the way. You created com-
missions and committees filled with will-
ing volunteers. You attempied to include
other governmental sources to help fulfill
the vision, and when they let you down,
you didn’t give up and let the visiori go.
Stubbornly, you found another way, even if
having to take the challenge on by ourselves.

You have simply been tehacious in your
efforts to create the Canton we know today,
and it's unfortunate that many of our citi-
zenry aren’t even aware of how it all devel-
oped. They just know they were drawn here
and like very much being in Canton!

In November, our elected local leadership
will take on a slightly new ook, but I sure
hope they also feel the need to share a vision
to take us to the next level. Leaders, you
have big shoes to fill, but we are counting
on you.

Greg Greene
Canton

Looking for fiscal responsibility

Tt is misleading when Canton Township
incumbents claim to reduce taxes, when tax
revenues have increased every year since
1993. The portion of property taxes for
police, fire, and township has grown from
$8.4 million in 1993 to over $31.3 million
in 2007,

COur township board has spent money
irresponsibly. The Village Theater, origi-
nally estimated at a cost of $5.5 million in
2000, ended up costing $11.7 million. The
Town Hall expansion, first projected at $0.5
muillion for minor expansion totaled $20
million. Utility lines were buried under-
ground at a cost of over $8 miilion. In the

-last 10 years, Canton’s government debt has

grown from $24.2 million to over $89.5
million.

It is easy to balance the budget if you
simply increase debt. That is what our
present board has done. I am interested in
candidates who plan to reduce unnecessary
expenditures:

Joan Noricks: “Canton faces reductlons
in revenue sharing and assessments which
will reduce the amount of taxes available to
spend on services ... what services are essen-

. tial and what is expendable.., what services

canbe reduced or eliminated.”

Todd Caccamo: “I successfully fought to

... lower politicians’ salaries ... and contmued
to fight for ﬁ'ugalness with the taxpayers
dollars.”

Pat Williams; “Canton Township will
face declining taxable values which will
require very difficult decisions to be made
... prudent and transparent use of taxpayer
money.”

John Anthony: “The Board must exert
fiscal restraint and work within the existing
funding levels, without a millage increase.”

Rather than committing to reducing
spending, the remaining candidates offer
1o seek outside funding and other revenue
sources to maintain or itmprove our qual-
ity of life. To me, those promises do not
recognize the current economic realities. 1

want officials who will reduce spending and
bring debt down.
I favor responsible spending and living
within one’s means.
-Daniel Devey
Canton

Yack attack off base

Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack’s
letter (“Stop the personal attacks,” July 27y
was a perfect example of the slanderous
attacks he so disdains.

I'worked as Joan Noricks office assistant
at the Canton Community Foundation and
can attest to both her excellent leadership
and her efficient, transparent handling of
CCFfunds. She is an expert at building -
and maintaining relationships. Everything
Joan, together with a dedicated board, has
done to advance the status of the founda-
tion is a matter of public record. In no way
did I witness the negative things Mr. Yack
outlined in his letter. If things were so bad,
why didn’t the board (on which he served)
just fire her?

Please, Mr. Yack, cease to engage in the

“politics of personal destruction” you so
righteously condemn.

Peg Krueger
: Canfon

Only in Canton

Only in Canton can & partnership of the
Downtown Development Authority (DDA),

the Chamber of Commerce and the town-
ship team with a major radio station, V98.7

Smooth Jazz, to turn “another parking
lot” into “Eight Weeks of Jazz” on Ford Road
every Friday night at 7 p.m.

My wife and I, along with more than 500
people have enjoyed a high caliber, profes-

- siona} show; first on July 4th at Ford and

Lotz; Friday, July 11, in IKEA’ parking lot;
and July 18 in Kroger’s parking lot.

Thank you to the DDA for bringing this -
free entertainment right to our commu- -+
nity for the third year. Thank you to the
businesses who allow us to put a chair out
and relax on vour propeity. Thank you to
Supervisor Tom Yack and Canton Township
Trustee Karl Zarbo for your extra effort and -
creative thinking to make this happen.

We enjoyed dinner at aloéal réstaurant,

invited out-of-town colleagties, saw our

neighbors and met new residents. Yes, on
Ford Road, Onlyin Canton where leaders
use our assets to the fullest. _
' ' Randy Cook
Lanton’

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor, Please

«include yourname, address and phofie number

for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less, We may edit for clarity, space
and content. -

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Chserver
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QUGTABLE

“You get kids who try to test the policy ... The majority of our students understand why we need to increase our
enforcement, For the most part, the kids have been cooperative.”

~ Pat Fitzpatrick, Salem High School interim principal, on the school district’s decision to more stridently enforce -
the dress code
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on't let the negative politics sway your vote

hile I've never run for public office, I've
covered enough elections t¢ understand

J it's a tough way to make a living. Canyou
imagine having to go out every
four (or two) years and beg
people to vete for you so you
can keep your job?

1 know we all like to
vilify our politicians. It’s an
American bloodsport. Gosh
knows there are many times
when they deserve our ire.
> But let’s face it, thank good-
ness there are individuals out
there who have the courage
and gumption to run for public
office. Democracy wouldn’t exactly work with-
out them.

TI've tried to keep all this in mind as I've
watched the race for Canton treasurer between
Melissa McLaughlin and Joan Noricks get
nastier and nastier. Anyorne who has seen the
recent candidates forum sponsored by the
League of Women Voters (it is playing twice
a day on Canton Cable) or read recent letters
to the editor knows exactly what I'm talking
about.

It’s unfortunate, because you have excellent
candidates who have spent years serving the
Canton community. McLaughlin is a current
Canton trustee, as well as a member of the
planning commission and DDA, Noricks has
béen the president of the Canton Community
TFoundation for 15 years, and was formerly
involved with Plyinouth-Canton Schools.

Canton voters are lucky to be able to make a
decision between the two. This is what democ-
racy should be about. Here you have a couple .
of community-minded individuals who bring

a depth of life experience to the table. Ttis a
challenge for the voter to determine who would
be best for the job, a sign of a healthy govern-
ment. If you think about it, far too often we
don’t really have a choice when we enter the
voting booth.,

So I think McLaughlin and Noricks — and
some of their supporters — have done a disser-
vice to the voters — and themselves — by drag-
ging the campaign into the mud. Both have
complained the other is responsible for the
campaign’s negative tone. There is no doubt in
my mind both candidates deserve some of the
blame. But there are others who deserve some
of the blame, as well.

In récent weeks it has become quite clear
that Noricks i¢ not just running against
McLaughlin. She’s running against people who
have controlled Canton government for a gen-
eration, foremost among them outgoing Canton
Superwsor "Tom Yack, who has taken an active
role in McLaugh]ms campaign. State Sen.
Bruce Patterson is also among this group.

Noricks has tried to sell herself as the candi-
date of change, the premise being McLaughkin
is part of this small cadre of power brokers that
has become too comfortable and is no longer
responsive to the needs of everyday residents.
Noricks has taken this message with her while.
knocking on a lot of doors talking to residents.
My guess is that she has probably said some
things she will some day regret.

8o it is no surprise that Yack and Patterson,
who have done some wonderful things for the
Canton community, would want McLaughlin
to defeat Noricks. I'm just a little amazed by
the tactics they are using to make sure that ’
happens.

In a recent letter to the editor, Yack ripped

Noricks for her “lack of leadership and man-
agement skills” at the foundation, writing “the
foundation’s finances are in disarray, substan- -
tial donors have been driven away, income
has plummeted, expensive software is yet to
be implemented, staff retention is a problem,
board communication is lacking, and board
meetings are disorganized.”

Board members I spoke to, who have no
interest in who wins this election, refuted

every one of Yack’s charges. In fact, several told

me they are looking forward to the day when
Noricks returns to her job (she has taken a
leave of absence while running for treasurer).
They also told me that Yack, who helped form
the foundation, hasn't been to a board meeting
in “years.”

Patterson also wrote a recent letter to the
editor, suggesting that the foundation’s recent
newsletter was essentially a campaign piece
for Noricks, and that it threatened the founda-
tion's non-profit status. He wrote “no current
political aspirations should be permitted to
sully the noble efforts of so many, over so long
a period.”

Tve seen the newsletter. Noricks’ picture
appears in it several times, but in each case the
photos are group shots from recent foundation
events, Perhaps I don't have a “trained eye” like
Patterson, but I just don’t think it’s unusual for
the president to appear in group shots. There is
also a short item letting people know Noricks is
on a leave of absence.

Why would Patterson want to tarnish the
reputation of the foundation (the one he pro-
fesses to care about so much)} in this way, con~
sidering all the good it has done? [ can tell you
why. It's called politics. I think what is more
telling about Patterson’s letter is that he never

discloses the fact that McLaughlin used to
work for him.

McLaughlin certainly is not innocent either.
She went on the attack at the recent forum,
making some of the same charges Yack made
about Noricks’ inept leadership skills at the
foundation. This doesn’t surprise me because if
Noricks has an advantage over McLaughlin, it
is that she has led an organization. McLaughlin
has not.

But I was surprised McLaughlin criti-
cized Noricks for hiring her daughter to do
some work at the foundation. As it turns out,
Noricks"daughter did do some work — she got
paid $10 an hour on a short-term basis to work
on the foundation’s Web site. The work was
always approved in advance (and never ques-
tioned) by the foundation’s board of directors:

Frankly, I'm not sure why McLaughlin
would make Noricks’ daughter an issue. I have
never heard her once complain about Yack’s
daughter, Elizabeth Knoll, being the only paid
employee at the Partnership for the Arts and
Humanities, another local charitable group
that Yack helped get off the ground.

I just hope voters aren’t influenced by all
of this. Tt would be so nice if people enter the
booth and put a check next to the person’s
name who they think deserves the position the
most — based on their own qualifications and
not because they were able to tarnish the name
of their opponent enough to discredit them.

{ hope that’s not what our democracy has
become. Because if it is, maybe it would be bet-
ter if nobody ran for public office.

Kurt Kuban is community editor of the Canton Observer.
He welcomes your feedback at kkuban®hometowniife.
com or (734} 953-2164.

Service shouldn't be strike

Thanks you Canton Observer for your
endorsement. However, allow me to address
the deployment question. All of the township
trustees are part-timers and have outside jobs
— jobs that could take them out of Canton with
either a promotion or a pink slip. One of my
jobs is being a reserve US Marine. Make no
mistake about it, I am proud to be a US Marine
and never hesitate to tell people that I could
be ordered to go back to Iraq or Afghanistan,
If that will ever happen is certainly unknown
as the situation in Iraq/Afghanistan is very
dynamic. Just now, they are speaking of the
great suceesses and the pulling out of troops
under a general timetable — talk like that was
unheard of not long ago.

The fact is our military remains ready for

. any mission at any time, Qur Founding Fathers -
envisioned a nation that used citizen soldiers
and they continue to be a pivotal force in

LETTERS

America’s arsenal. Serving one’s country or com-
munity need not be mutually exclusive — they
are, in fact, complementary as it has given me
the perspective and impetus to take on a wide
variety of issues that affect Canton residents be
they at the local, county, state, or federal level.
This has been at the heart of my many successes
as a vocal advocate for Canton residents.

Here is yet another opportunity for me to
help across the board: at least six states have
constitutional amendments that allow legisla-
tors to appoint someone in their absence if*
deployed for war. Michigan is not one of them.

I have spoken to this issue previously in May of -

2006. I have been working with State Rep. Phil
LaJoy (a former US Marine) on this issue and
he has agreed to introduce legislation to allow
municipal leaders to nominate and appoint
interim members for the duration of a combat
deployment.

It is ironic that extenswe legisiation exists to
protect one’s employment against discrimina-
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tion with regards to'military service, and we
draw no distinction in serving one’s nation or
community for our police or fire personnel, yet
for local, state and county leaders, discrimina-
tion has been encouraged by some. This action
unnecessarily deprives both the military and
government of good leaders (and gosh knows
the government could use some more).

‘We now have an opportunity to support our
legislators who serve in the reserve military or
National Guard, and have answered the call to
duty at great risk and personal sacrifice, with-
out penalizing them, or their constituents. 1
hope you will write your state representatives
and encourage them 1o take on this fight for our
“warrior legislators” across the State of Michigan.
Anything less than meaningful and total support
for our troops is, frankly, un-American.

Todd Caczasne

trustee, Canton

{Todd Caccamo s seeking re-election.)

‘Cac’ is on your side

1 am a wounded U.S. Marine from Operation

Iragi Freedom, as well as a police officer, who

fought alongside Todd “Cac” Caccamo, includ-
ing the day I was critically wounded.

Cac is a dedicated, tenacious and honor-
able Marine, public servant and trusted
friend. Whether you're in a fire fight on the
streets of Irag, or in a battle of words within
the government, you want and need Cac on
your side. 2

Think about this: if more of our ehte p011t1~ :
cians could truly feel the pain of the price of
gas, or the state of repair of our roads, or the
pain of war - [ bet these issues wouId get fixed
very quickly.

We need more public figures in government
to follow Cac’s example and lead from the front
— like a Marine.

John Lockwood
Saline
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