i

S PO PP Ep

S SR

Gadgets ease travel - but
don't forget the charger.

Tech Savvy, (1

6o to wiw.hometownife.com
' for a list of candidates on

‘ Gm your election ballot Aug. 3

USA WEEKEND

Shawn Johnson is the gymnast
to watch in Beijing, Says 1996
gold medalist Shannon Miller

Inside today’s Newspaper
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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

District
cracking down
on students’
risque attire

BY BRAD KADRICH
UBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Ginny Shpakoff of Plymouth isn't sweating

school, which ended this week. Gone will be
low-riding pants, exposure of undergarments,

Please see DRESS, A4

www.hometownlife.com
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Short shorts, such as these worn by Canton sophomore Paige Bishop, won't be acceptable as admlmstratnrs

begin enforcing the dress code at Plvmouth-Canton Educational Park

Loving Luna

- When dad refused to get new dog, daughters
convince him to raise leader dog

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSFRVER STAFF WRITER

No amount of begging could

have convinced Brittany Knoll’s The Rochester-based Leader  Knolls since March. .

parents that she wouldn’t be Dogs program has paired more ~*On a scale of one to 10, she’s
too busy ber senior year of high  than 13,000 dogs with sight and  an 11,” Brittany chuckles.
school to take care of a dog. hearing-impaired individuals The Leader Dogs program

“When we moved back to
Canton.and got settled in, it felt
like soniething was missing,”
said Brittany’s mother, Jennifer
Knoll. “But even though
Brittany is nuts about dogs, no

‘matter the breed or color, we

knew she was going to be too
busy so my husband said ‘no.”

That’s when the Salem High
School senior suggested that the
family raise a puppy for Leader
Dogs for the Blind.

“As soon as my husband
began thinking about it, that's
when No: 2 and No. 3 jumped
on the band wagon,” Knoll

recalls referencing her youngest
daughters, Tina, 14, and Laura,
12. “And then they all jumped
online.”

since Lions Club members ere-
ated the organization in 1939.
The Knoll family, who lived in
Canton prior to Douglas Knoll
getting a 10-year relocation to
Ohio, returned to the township

~ayear ago. They learned of the

program through family friends
that had raised a puppy two
years ago.

“After we decided to go for
it, we got a call in January that
it could take up to a year to
get a dog so I told Brittany not
to expect this to happen too
fast,” Jennifer Knoll says, while
About a month later, the family

learned of a Labrador retriever
that had been born Jan. 27.
Luna, new 6 months old and
40 pounds, has been with the

(www.leaderdog.org), which
graduates about 300 person/dog
teams a year all over the globe,
is designed for a volunteer
family to socialize a puppy for
around a year to help prepare it .
for future duties.

Luna is being taught to keep
all four feet on the ground and
not seek attention. Leaders dogs
aren't allowed to play fetch, have
chew toys or snuggle on furni-
fure.

“T'here are some things we
can’t do with her, but it feels
nice to know that Luna will help
someone one day,” Tina said.

&

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Luna and her family; mom Jenny Knolt, and
daughters Brittany, 17, Tina, 14, and Laurs, 12.

Laura attends the monthly puppy
counseling meetings with her mother.
In a few months, the familyexpects
to learn the date of when Luna has to
be returned.

“It’s still early, but I think it's gomg
to be hard,” said Jennifer Knoll.

- Drive down Canton Center Road near Palmer and you'll see

Police say
former youth
leader molested
young boys

BY TIFFANY I.. PARKS
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Plymouth-Canton school officials’ decision OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

to more stridently ' : :

§ enforce the district’s Former Canton resident Frederick Pindzia has :
dress code. been charged with six counts of criminal sexual

TUnlike other stu- conduct (CSC) after police discovered more than ;

dents who think the 100 photographs of nude boys and
code detracts from young men at his Sumpter Township y

i their rights to free- residence.

! dom of expression, Pindzia, 58, previously lived on

; Shpakoff, a junior Canton’s Marlowe Street.

| at Canton High Canton Sgt. Rick Pomorski said

l i School, said the township police were led to his

! decision has no real home after interviewing a teen male 3

s effect on her. who said Pindzia assaulted him B

5 “I came here from Pindzia seven years ago. The two came fh i

a Catholic school, ' contact when Pindzia was & youth

i so I'm used to it,” mentor. "

§ said Shpakoff, who Pomorski declined to say what organization - g

i transterred from Pindzia, also a former Boy Scout leader, represented v

! Divine Child in at the time. . ’

{ - Dearborn. “My “I have to give the victim a lot of credit,” Pomorski

] closet doesn't really said. “Tt can be very difficult at times to do the right

1 have much in it that thing so I give him all the credit in the world.”

F would (violate the The teen spoke to a school counselor about

- code) anyway.” Pindzia and last week, the counselor reported it to

Canton High School After months of Westland police, who then contacted Canton detec-

freshman Alexis Eberlinof  committee meet- tives. .

; Canton was sent home for  ings and discussion, In addition to the photographs of boys ranging in

wearing shert shorts to Plymouth-Canton age from 8 to 15, officers found homemade videos

summer school, but was 0K officials have been featuring young males at Pindzia’s home.

: wearing this T-shirt with stressing the “We believe he established a pattern of criminal

sweats. district’s dress code activity,” Pomorski said, while encouraging other

3 during summer victims to come forth. “The more information we

get, the better.”

Three of the counts against Pindzia are for first-
degree CSC and the final three counts are for sec-
ond-degree CSC, His preliminary exam is scheduled
for Aug. 4 in 35th District Court in Plymouth.

. Anyone who recognizes the defendant and may
have aliowed him to be alone with a young boy for
any period of time is asked to call (734) 394-5209.

i

tlparks@hometowalife.com | (734) 953-2170

;
i
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BELE BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A growing mountain

what looks like a mountain of soil growing by the day. It’s

- really just part of the St. Joseph-Mercy Canton Health Center

expansion project. Located at 1600 S. Canton Center Road, -
the hospital is adding 56,000 square feet of space, which will
essentiafly double the size of the current facility. The plan is
to add minimally invasive surgery suites, imaqging facilities
and a cancer center, If all goes according to plan, the imaging
center will open in January and the cancer center will be
complete in September of 2609..
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Leadership Canton

Leadership Canton is now
accepting applications forthe
2008-2009 leadership class.
This is an eight month class
from October through May
designed to help current and
potential leaders broaden their
awareness of leadership oppor-
tunities in the Canton com-
nunity.

e
i

a friendly visitor or clerica.]
volunteet, Training is provided,
and will be held at the orga-

nizations office at 5820 Lilley .

Road, Ste. 1, in Canton. For
more mformatmn contact Ann
Christensen, volunteer coordi-
nator, toll-free (888) 983-9050.

Marching band fund-
raiser ‘

Ragland pre51dent of the
2008 Plymouth Canton Music
Boosters. “The money raised
helps the kids with-participa- -
tion fees to be in the band,
including uniforms, instruc-
tion, and the cost to attend
band camp in August. The car
wash itself is fun for the kids
and parents alike.”

Chamber gold classic

To register for the event or

for more information, visit the
Chamber Web site at www.can-

tonchamber.com or cal] (734)
453-4.040.

Wear a helmet; get a
reward 7
This summer Canton Police

Department is participating in
the 4th annual Caught Being

Registration deadhne is The Plymouth-Canton The Canton Chamber of Safe campaign, rewarding
Aug. 15. The cost of the class is  marching band is hosting its Commerce will host the 2008  kids who are “caught” wear-
$800. Each day long seminar ~ annual “Car Wash-A-Thon” Chamber Golf Classic on ing helmets while bike rid-

includes lunch.

Leadership Canton is a joint
collaboration between Canton
Township and the Canton
Chamber of Commerce. For
more information, call the
Canton: Chamber of Commerce
office at (734) 453-4040 or e-
mail eventscoordinator@can-

on Saturday, Aug. 9 at the
Plymouth High School park-
ing lot in Canton from 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Flymouth High School is
located at 8400 Beck Road in
Canton. The car wash is free.
Money is raised through pledg-
es gathered by approximately
200 band members.

Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Pheasant
Run Golf Club. Registration for
the fund-raising event begins
at 8:30 a.m.

There are several packages to
participate available.

The Golf for Four
Sponsorship Package is $650,
and includes golf for four with

ing or rollerblading, When
on routine patrols, officers

- spotting a child wearing a

helmet will reward them with
a coupon for a free ice cream
cone or Apple Dipper from
McDonalds. This program

is presented by ThinkFirst
Michigan, an award-winning

Sweepstakes winner

Nehmeh Enterprises owner Ali Nehmeh (left) receives a DellTM Vostro
1000 Laptop from Margaret Nemeth, vice president/branch manager,
Citizens Bank in Walted Lake. Ali Nehmeh won the laptop as part of the
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Citizens Bank Business Owner Sweepstakes. Local business owners entered
the sweepstakes by participating in the Citizens Bank's enline financial

ey

ey : P
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tonchamber.com. Individual band members of  atee or green sponsorship, trauma prevention programat  challenge, opening a new business deposit account or submitting a mait- §
Hospice volunteers the not-for-profit organization  signage at the course, recogni-  St. Mary's Michigan, Michigan  in form. Nehmeh was randomiy chosen from each Citizens Bank branch. -
P are accepting between one half  tion at the dinner banquet, and McDonald’s restaurants are “It's exciting to win a new laptop,” said Ali Nehmeh owner of Nehmeh o
Sought cent to two cents for every car  a plaque, plus 18 holes of golf,  supporting the cause by pro- Enterprises, "I}l definitely put this to good use.” Nehmeh owns several Little
washed or a donation priorto  with cart, continental break-  viding 100,000 couponstobe  Caesars Pizza stores and is co-owner of the Cherry Martini in Canton. o

Compassionate Care the day’s activities. The band fast, lunch at the turn, bever-  shared among 573 police and s

Hospice, 2 community-based:

expects to wash about 1,000

ages on the course, dinner, gift

fire departments throughout

v e e e
< T AT .

organization that provides hos-  vehicles. Donations are tax package, awards & prizes. Michigan. Biking and other Chiefettes clinic Discounts are available for
pice care for patients and their  deductible. The Golf for Four Package summer safety tips are avail- additional siblings. Parents
families, is currently seeking “The Car Wash-A-Thon” is is $550, and includes golf able at www.cantonpublic- The Canton Varsity are invited to come see their -
caring and dedicated individu-  one of the biggest fund-rais- with cart for four, continental - safety.org. Chiefeties are holding a kids daughters perform at noon %
als to provide support by being  ers of the year,” said Scott breakfast, lunch at the turn, C off porn pon clinic from 9 a.m.- on the day of the clinic. All >
: ‘ beverages on the course, buf- accamo corree 12:30 p.m., Sept. 13 at the girls attending the clinicwill
fet dinner banquet, prizes, and Canton Trustee Todd Canton High School gym. The  be invited to perform at the :

gift package.

Individual golf is $150 and
includes golf with cart, conti-
nental breakfast, lunch at the
turn, beverages on the course,
buffet dinner banquet, prizes,
gift package, and more.

For those who only want din-
ner, the cost is $35.

Parts & Accessories

Caccamo will host another
Caccamo Coffee from 6-8 p.m.,
July 30 at Holiday Inn Express,
3950 S. Lotz Road (just south
of Michigan Avenue). The free
event will include a pig roast
dinner. Caccamo invites Canton
residents to come out to discuss
issues impacting the township.

clinic is open to children ages
5-14. Pre-registration is now
open on the Chiefettes Web
site at www.cantonchiefettes,
com or contact Chiefette par-
ent, Sarena Bouse, at micro-
bousel@comeast.net.
Cost is $35 per child and
includes a T-shirt and snack.

Canton Chiefettes Variety

Show on Saturday Sept. 20 and" ;

at a Canton Varsity foothall
game. Pre-registered partici-
pants should arrive between
8:30-9 a.m. Samme day regisira-
tion is also available at 8:30
a.m. but enrollment is limited
to the first 100 participants.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton,
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Mediey, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Memorial & Honor Dept.
501 8¢, Jude Place

£ Memphis, TN 38105

» 1.800.873.6983
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KCis passionate about:
# HOMEOWNERS’ RIGHTS
, '-ﬁe QUALITY OF LIFE AND OPEN SPACES
# LOW TAXES
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# ENHANCING RECREATION FOR ALL AGES

* PARTNERING FOR MUTUAL BENEFITS

¥ SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS

# SEEKING INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS
WITHOUT NEW TAXES ‘
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mm E‘QR KC, ms CAN

R R PR P A . St e P

PLA PPN

'FREE $50 GAS CARD
AT TCF BANK!"

TELL ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS!

Open a new TCF Free Checking account.
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ING FOR OFFICE?

Because the political landscape can be challenging, you will
want your message to reach people who are engaged and
politically aware, |

We’d like to suggest The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
as the logical choice for your print advertising.

Newspaper readers vote!

An amazing 71% of our readers voted in the last general
election. In faet, our readers are 8% more likely to vote inﬁ ',
a local election than other adults in the market.

RUNNING

Get a FREE $50 Gas Card ~ on the spot.

Go fill up your gas tank TODAY!
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Studies show that political ads in newspapers

receive more attention

than direct mail/brochures, radio, telephone calils,
the internet or billboard/yard signs.

Visit your neighborhood TCF Bank
location, call 1-800-TCF-BANK or
log-on to www.tefbank.com.

BRI A

Open 7 Dayss.

e e,

SATURDAY |
9am - 4pm Labby i
8am - 4pm Drive-up |

MONDAY - FRIDAY
9am - 7pm Lobby
8am - 7pm Drive-up

SUNDAY
11am - 3pm Lobby
11am - 3pm Drive-up

BRANCH

 HOURS' For advertising information, please contact

Llsa Emory at 734-582-8361
Iemory@dnps com
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“INCLUDING INTERVIEWS WITH NEIL DIAMOND,

'KID ROCK AND ANITA BAKER; HIGHLIGHTS OF
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PALACENET.COM

LOCA

WHHVIRETROF



http://Www.h

M o Observer & Eccentric Sunday, July 2, 2008 s LOCAI_ NEws § Wrwiiometouinlife.com
Administrators are quick . High School social studies '
FRnOﬁ'E;sls t0 poiit out this isn’t a policy teacher who served on the dress WHAT DO YOU THINK?
EA “change” - they say the same code commitiee. “In our build- ; .
policy has been in effect since ings we talk about respect — for D?f.\f?ﬂl think ?lmfoui?a??nton
individual students and for ofticials are rig

1993 — as much asitis an
attitude adjustment toward
enforcement. They shrug off
complaints they're stifling

blouses with revealing neck-
lines, short shorts and other
clothing the district deemsa
distraction to the educational

process. students’ expression and call
Penalties range from a stricter enforcement of the code

Saturday detention for the first ~ “a matter of respect.”

offense to a three-day, out-of- “The changes are about more

school suspension for a fourth consistent enforcement,” said

offense, Casey Swanson, a Plymouth

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTGN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Public Act 12
of 2008, of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the
Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday, Anugust 11, 2008 in the First Floor
Meeting Room of the Caniton Township Administration
Building, 1150 8. Conton Center Road ai 7:00 p.m. on the
following proposed special land use request as provided in Section
27.03 of the Canton Township Zoning Ordinance:

NATIONAL HERITAG EMY C TE
SPECIAL LAND USE - CONSIDER REQUEST FOR SPECIAL

themselves. Dress is a big part
of that”

The committee included
teachers, administrators,
students and parents. In addi-
tion to committee discussions,
Swanson said he conducted
an anochiymous survey among
freshmen, and the results

- showed the way some students

dress “is a distraction.”

But not everyone agrees.
Evan McGuire, 18, a Plymouth
High School senior who lives in
Plymouth, called many of the
rules, such as a ban on large
belt buckles and colored con-
tact lenses, “ridiculous.”

“They say the larger belt

enforcing the district's dress
code? Tell us your thoughts by
e-maifing Editor Kurt Kuban at
kkuban@hometownlife.com, or
post a comment on our Web site
at www.hometowniife.com,

starts. It's the second straight
year they've done it; last year,

anything you're wearing doesn't
harm others. I don't see why
you shouldn't be able to wear
i

The decision was made to
start enforcing the code in
summer school as a means of
gauging its impact when school

‘

the district banned cell phones

buckles are ‘potentially danger-
ous, but really isn’t almost any-
thing potentially dangerous?”
McGuire said. “In: all honesty,

starting in summer school.
According to summer school
principal Pat Fitzpatrick, who
is also the interim principal at
Salem High School, some 15-18
students were referred to the
school office, mostly for short

CANTON CINEMA

the policy,” said Fitzpatrick.
“The majority of our students
understand why we need to
increase our enforcement. For
the most part, the kids have
been cooperative.”

Cooperative, perhaps, but not

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Salem freshman Alexis Capnerhurst of Canton doesn't like the idea of
enforcing the dress code more strictly. 'If they want us to act like adults, we
should be able to dress like we want to,' she said. Wearing the cover over her
shoulders is acceptable as she works in the media center.

students should be allowed to-
dress in their own style. .
“I understand all the hub-
bub,” he said. “Kids should be
allowed to dress freely, because
that’s how they express them-
selves, show their own opinions.

LAND USE APPROVAL FOR A PUBLIC/PRIVATE e shorts and saggy pants. everyone understands or agrees  Lots of kids speak through their
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AS REQUIRED IN SECTION 11.02 B4 GuoguareioskaTekanonie | 1 01 Fitgpatrickbought  with the shift. Taha Siddiqui of . clothes.”
FOR PART OF PARCEL NO. 120 99 0010 707. Property is located L a spool of clothesline for those ~ Canton, a freshman at Canton
west of Denton and north of Geddes Road. THEATERS o e students found not wearing High School, said except for bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2153
- belts. clothing highlighting drug &
M l;]E II"E S BEETA L “You get kids who trytotest  or alcohol use, for instance,
kAo A AR AR AR AR AR
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Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should
be received at the Canton Township Administration Building, 1150
Canton Center S. prior to Thursday, August 7, 2008 in order to be
inclided in the materials submitted for review.
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An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

Vote on
Tuesday, August 5th
for Real Change:

A treasurer who will excel &
at relationship building and -
has business experience.

) wWww, .JbanNoricBg,gom

-24 Hour Professional Staﬁing
-PrwateISeml Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-On Call Nurse Practitioner

" -Planned Activities

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Incontinence Management

-Beauty & Barber Shop

CANTON

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads Joan is endorsed by the Canton Observer and Canton residents.

- Kenneth & Irene Anson  James & Garol Fausone Craig Manser Gregory & Ellie Schupra
William & Karen Ballelit  Hussien Fawaz Judith Fleisthaker Herbert & Olivia Scott
Racky & Nancy Rarra Heather Fiedor Betsy & Rich Mazirkiewicz  Ralph Shufeldt
Beverly Bazzell Peter & Debbie Fular Thomas & Sue McGes £d & Rosemary Sieracki
DANGE USA SUPER Gn.qﬂn L'HAMPION 2008 CRYSTAL CUP WINNER!!! Bonnie Berg Gary & Kathy Gaviol Richa:d & Nikt McKamie — Frank Sinagra
Sandy Bergeson Paul & Trish Geick John & Nancy Middlestead  Steven Saeideman
Dan & Patty Bihn Bruno Genrich Lisa Minirmi Gregory & Jean Staghura &
, Beth &Tim Blang Wiltiam & Mary George Bilt & Cindy Moore Vada Starr
/R\ t on Dance US4 Duane & Sharon Bordine  Patty Gerou Henry Moore Deirdre Stemmellen
'nﬂaec 1’ i Thomas Borg David & Elizabsth Givens Steven & Debra Qtting Joan Stenger i it
¢ 0 Grand Champs 2007 :
- - Nancy Boyd Gary & Gina Goerke Gale Owens . Michael & Rebecca Stephena, :
" Member of the Cecchetti Robert Boyer Gary Grady . Steve & Chris Park Jim & Lou Stackton i
Counctl of America George Bradley Anne Marie Graham-Hudak ~ Keith & Leslie Paarson Robert & Judith Stone
) ' Richard & Linda Breakie  Biil Gravett Sue Pilarski Eugene & Kathleen Suchyia }
lﬁl m e & " v w g«lﬁ ] Michelie Burger Barbara Hanka Linda Pohl Jake & Dawn Sweeney
WMW“ i ! g Lori Cairo Gordon, Karen & Natalie Hansen James & Greta Poole Larry & Jean Taber
A4 Anthony Cauchi Mary Hauk Lita Pupke Gary & Anna Takessian
& John & Aldona Chew Lori Hirshman Charles & Rose Portell Judy Themason
P P :: Ran Chgdnof Thomas Houdek gcg;rtt gag?nd ‘Fi;m & S‘ﬁ _Thq[r.rtlpsolt;1
orma Darow Mark Hutchins cott Redding ayne & Lisa Titus,
Starﬁng Al.lg 5- Aug. 28 %&' -.* Bob &An?% Dates Eric & Lor Jackson Nancy Richter Jennifer Tobin Wil
Classes begin Sept. 3 ig Wiltiam Dawson, b Steve & Patricia Johnson Katherine Robiadek Brent Tormayko :
3 Bob & Aleda DeBenedet  Steve & Kenda Jones Barbara Rodenberg MarthaTrafford
» All adult certified teaching staff K% 1o DeBenedst Chico Rodriaue Paul Tarnbul
+ No annual registration fees! g, o Desenede Sardh & Franz Kautz oo nargusz Al o \
b David & Faith Demorest  Janet Kelm Mark & Patricia Rosiek Sharon Turner .
* Affordable costumes - Chris & Krista DePoy Lisa & Mike Kennedy John & Marilyn Roughley  Kenneth & Susan Voyles
* Reasonable recital tickets Pk Dave & Diana DePoy James & Laura Kosteva Michaet Rozek {oren Wadington !
* Annual attendance trophies t Daniel & Denise Devey  Gary & Debbie Krone Lisa Rozum Nikii Ward
* Raised wood dance floors 7 Rick & Carolyn Dew Peg & Bilt Krueger Marion Rozurm Ed & Mary Jans Weidenbach i} 8 ;
l Zlatma Dimova Sandy Lethbridge James Ryan Robert & Sally Welch bk g
R .:t Richard & Joann Dionre  Carpie & Barry Levine Dennis & Maxine Saffron Richard & Karen Whipple 5:‘;. :
3% Curt Dozier John & Carol Lewis Kim & David Scartelli Dennis & Sara Williams -’:aj.’f
’ Michagle Edeil Jason Lewkut Leroy & Debbie Schopieray  Roger & Jeanstte Winas }
{4 Nancy & John Eggenberger Jeanine Lowe Mary Schulz Debbie Zabramski g
S e %) Kristy Engle - Gail Maloney Brian $chumacher Giles & Jullann Ziotkowski %
1672 S. Lilley at Palmer ¢ C"M'? B Chris Falco Gurbachan Mann Join & Kemmie Schumacher Ron & Comis Zonca ‘
www.the-dance-cog;ne w:l) n.;:om e ot SR BT
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Choosing the rlqht mortgage depends on buyer's situation

Dear Rick: I'min the process
of buying a new home. What is
the best mortgage to get right
now?

Congratulations on the pur-
chase of a home. In regard to
mortgages, the issue is what
is the best mortgage for you.
One of the problems we have
had over the last few years is
people failed to realize that the
best mortgage isn't necessar-
ily the one that has the Jowest
initial payments. After all, many
people that had adjustable-rate
mortgages (ARM) have found
that their payments have shot
up, causing them financial dif-
fieulty.

The key issue is how long
you plan to be in your home. If
you plan to stay for five years
or longer, I generallylean to a
fixed-rate mortgage. If your plan
is to stay less than five years,
then one of the adjustable-rate

rnortgages may
be appropriate.
Considering the
economic envi-
ronment we're
in and where
interest rates
are, you cannoct
make a mistake
— even if you
are going to be
== inyour home

for just a few
yea.rs — by going into one of the
fixed-rate mortgages.

If you decide on a fixed-rate
mortgage, the next issue is the
term of the loan. In most cases,
I prefer 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage rather than a 15-year fixed-
rate mortgage. Interest rates on
30-year fixed-rate mortgages
are near historic lows, so take
advantage of it. After all, for
many people after they deduct

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

30-year fixed-rate mortgage is
costing approximately 4 percent
or below.

In addition, the 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage allows greater
flexibility than a 15-year mort-
gage. For example, if you had a
30-year mortgage and you want-
ed to turn it into a 15-year mort-

gage, all you have to do is make

extra payments on your mort-
gage. In a 15-year mortgage, the
only way to turn it into a 30-year
mortgage is to refinance,

Some mortgages — through-
out the life the loan — give
the option of changing terms.
However, 1 am leery of some of
these mortgages, Many are gim-
micky and have a variety of hid-
den fees associated with them.
1 like to keep things simple and
that is why I lean to the tradi-
tional 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage.

It is important to know the

cost.of the mortgage. Too many
people just shop interest rates.
That is a mistake, You need to
understand the various fees
involved. Ome loan may have a
lower interest rate, but higher
fees that offset the advantage
of a lower interest. Fees are not
standard in the mortgage indus-
try. Some mortgage companies
are very creative. Ask if they
have an origination fee,

Best of luck on your new
home. I recommend you to deal
with a qualified mortgage per-
son and don’t be afraid to ask
guestions.

Rick Bloom is a fes-only financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowniife.com. For more infor-
mation, visit Rick's Web site at www.
bloomassetmanagement.com. You can
hear Rick from noon fo 3 p.m, Sundays
on WDTK-AM (1400},
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#1 Horizontal Double 4 White..*55.95 28t 5g,
#1 Soffit 10” wide White.. 352,95 uers;
1st Quality Heavy Gauge Gulter g 18 colorsh., 95e nearest &,
24"x50" Aluminum Coil Stock wide saiacilan)...$61 |77 Er 8.

Roofing Shingles
25-Year Fiberglass 1 Roof Top Available

SID
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@fmuﬁsz in Residential § Commercinl Restoration
& Qustom Brick Work ‘

Dan’s Custom Brickwork

882 York St. « Plymouth, Mi 48170

Chimneys & Porches Repaired

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work

Natural & Cultured Stone Instalfation

and Rebuilt

1.734.416.5425

Free Estimates

Iicensed and Insured

BELLE TIRE

CONCERT SERIES

$10
LAWN
SEATS!

QEQBE12895

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY
MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.

Board Certified Dermatologist

Specializing in Diseases
of the Skin, Hair & Nails

Invites you to visit and receive

the care you deserve.
» Skin Cancer ¢+ Eczema
* Moles * Warts
e Pgoriasis ¢ Hair Loss
* Ache Botox ¢ Much More

Accepting New Patients ¢ All Ages
Call for Appointment 248-324~2222 Evening appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,

Suite 150, Novi, Micki Ggan 48377

greatakesderm yahoo.com
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Fresh Ground Beef

Family Pack

Frsh Bonless

» BUFTERFLY 9919
PORK CHOPS &) .

USDA Boneless .
ENGLISH 326
CUT ROAST & ,
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Boneless Skinlss
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Family Pack
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Boneless
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FILET .
MIGNON

4 Steak Value Pack

Lean Meaty

GOUNTRY S'I'YIIE
SPARE RIBS
Fresh Sliced
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Turn to the Experts

HEATING & COOLING SALES & SER\IICE

299 Industrial Drive
Suite A » Belleville
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Teens, Retirement,

TG

Kamele on Jewelty,

32614 Seven Mile Road
Livenia » E. of Farmington Rd.
{Near Jct‘s Pizza)

L (4438)

Village Candles,

_f Inspirational, Chrlstmn Weddmg. ’
" o Anniversary, Baby, Children,

Red Hat Soclety and more
: siditeriogd dauls

San Francisch Masic Bozes,
Taggies, Fireside Coffee,

« Wind & Willow and Crystal World

www.perfectpresentlic.com
Store Hours; Mor.-Fii. 10-7; Bat 105

Stop in for detatls |
to win a i

all Items Made m fhe USA-
~and/or Red, White &- Blue

$249.99 2-yr. price — 550 mail-in rebate.
With new 2-yr. activation or: Natienwide Calling Plan.

> Uptoad pix directly to sites

> Surf on a super-fast 3G network

> 3.2 megapixel caméra with flash

> Multimadia messaging and IM capable

P LT A8 s L
1Y A& 'KLL

L3

With Dare purchase and new 2-yr. activation on Nationwide
Calling Plan $79.99 o1 higher ($149.99 or higher for primary
line on Family SharePian® plans).

b3

Switch to America’s Most

: 1.877.2BUY.VZW

Voyager™

> Browse the Web and check email
> V CAST Music ready — download
.and listen to tunes on the go

G
1t 4 Jan S0 € U B
] ?ﬁ._&m
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by LG LG enVZ™

il

With new 2-yr. activation.

weather updates

$199.99 2-yr. price— $50 mall-in rebate,
With new 2-yr, activation on a Naticnwide Calling Plan.

GET

‘ NY phone
529:99 or higher

3FREE

. Humid July nights beleng to
bullfrogs, largest frogs of Oakland
County.

~ LGWX5400 camera phones.
_ Withnews 2-yr. activation per phone,.

$148.99 2-yx. price - $50 mail-in rebate.

OWERTY BRYS 3&?5‘%@&2‘%!.
> Fast email and Web access
> VZ Navigator ready —

get .

0

— R
[ Add lines for just

2£% monthly access

$€399

= = perline

After 2 lines for $69.99 monthly access ona
Family ShasePlan. With new 1-or 2-yr, Agmt

- Wireless Network?®

verizonwireless. comISW|tchnow

per fine. {Activation fees, taxes and
\ other charges apphy)*

Visit any store

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES

@ ALLEN PARK DETROIT MONROE ST. CLAIR SHORES QOakland Mall CANTON MACOMB SOUTH LYON
3128 Fairlane Dr,, 14126 Woodward 2161 Mall Rd. 26407 Harper Ave. {Inside matn entrance, Cellular and More Authorized Cellutar Cell City
Fairfane Green (Model T Plaza) {infront of Kohl's) {4t 10 1/2 Mile) nextte food court) 734-404-0191 586-366-8555 248-587-1100
313-271-9255 313-869-7392 734-241-4009 586-777-4010 w WARREN 734-981-7440 MGNROE SOUTHFIELD
AUBURN HILLS 300 Renaissance Center NORTHVILLE .SOUTHFIELD 5745 Twelve Mile Rd., CLARKSTON 2BMobile Wireless USA
Great Lakes {level 1 hetween Three Generations Paza 28117 Telegraph Rd. Herltage Village Ceflular Technologles 734-240-0388 248-395-2222
Cressing Mali sowers 200 & 300} 20580 Haggerty Rd. south of 12 Mile Rd.) 586-578-0955 248-625-1201 " Herkimer Radic STERLING HEIGHTS
MBL3T0 313-567-4055 14719048 MRS WESTLAND CLAWSON 734-242-0806 Authorized Cellular
BRIGHTON FARMINGTON HILLS Novi STERLING HEIGHTS 35105 Warren Rd. Communications USA Herkimer Too 586-795-8610
B159 Challls, Ste. C 31071 Orchard Lake Rd. 4302512 Mile Rd. 45111 Park Ave. {southwest corner 248-280-6390 7343847007 Wireless Network
{off Grand River, {southwest corner of {Twelve Oaks Service r. {M-59 & M-53, . of Warren & Wayne Rds ) COMMERCE X 5840671777
in front of Target) QOrchard Lake Rd. & 14 narth of Sears) Utica Park Plaza) " TR0 Cellular Source MT (LEQAENS
810-225-4789 iileRd.} 248-305-6600 586-997-6500 acn Authorized Cellular TROY
485369900 ORVISIT THE 2483603400 586-468-7300 The Wireless Sho
CANTON ‘ : Twelve 0aks Mall Lakeside Mal VERIZON WIRELESS Wireless Tomerrow A3-458-1111 P
42447 Ford R, FENTON {lower level play area) {lower level, Sears court) STOREAT 3486601700 OXFORD
{corner of Ford & 17245 Silver Pkwy. PONTIAC/WATERFORD TAYLOR CIRCUITCITY Wirelass Network UTICA
Liftey Rds.; Canton Corners) * {inthe Sears Plaza) 254 Telograph Rd 33455 ureka R AUBURNHILLS ° FARMING'_I'ON HILLS 248-626-8400 Mobile2Mobile Wireless
734-844-0481 810-629-2733 {acress from Sle.rm't {across from v NEWT Cellular City PLYMOUTH 586-739-9977
© CLINTONTOWNSHIP FT. GRATIOT Plce Wl Southland Mal) slooMFRID oS | 2 500 20720 Communications ~ WARREN
@ 17370 Hall Rd. 4129 24th Ave, 248-335-9900 734-287-1770 BRIGHTON iERNDALF. - 734-456-3200 ’ g‘églﬁl;;:l;ssoo
{Partridge Creek Mall) 810-385-1231 ommunications " -497-
536228 57 LAKE ORION TS Rt o iy 5425200 Lo i
. Rochester Rd. 1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. LAKESIDE 734-04-95%) Wireless Network
DEARBORN 2531, Lapeer . fat Auburn R {Troy Sports Center ) FT.GRATIOT ROSEVILLE 586-573-7599
4417 Ford e (8rior Mak 2 mies H8853-0550 148:526-0040 i — Wirefess Solutions Authorized Callular WESTRLOOMFED
{just west of Tetegraph) nerth of the Palace) ROVAL OAK §10-385-3400 586.293-6664 Global Wiireless
313278 4451 2B35-5400 31941 Woodward Ave. Novi GROSSE POINTE ROVAL OAK . 2B6B1TI
Fairlane Mall LIVONIA (at Normandy) NEW! Authorized Cetlular Collular Cellutions WiKOM
(3rd floor next to Sears) ®29523 Flymouth Rd. M8-549-4177 ROCHESTERHILLS 313-417-1000 HE5E-1I00 AutoOne.
313-441-0168 {at Middlebeit) LIVONIA A e 243-960-0500
TI513-9077 ROSEVILLE Fusion Communications
TAYLOR Muttilinks 2465497700
ROY 208-444-644)
WESTLAND
1N COLLABORATION WITH Free Handset Software Upgrade! OP.E'YST
Alcatel-Lucent OO D Official Wireless Provider
See store for Return/Exchange Policy. of the Detroit Tigers.

“UTHORIZEB RETAILERS Equipment prices, mugels & return policy vary by location.

Authorized Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation fees.

*Our Surcharges {incl, Fed, Univ. Svc, of 11.4%of interstate &int'ltelecom charges {varies quarterty), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes(details: 1-888-684-1888; gov't taxes & our surcharges could add 9%-33%
to your bil. Activation fee/line: $35 (25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts),

Even as the bullfrogs
sing,

winter approaches

ow’s on the way. In just
» & bit more than three
months, about the time
pumpkins ripen and loiter-
ing turkey
vultures hitch
rides south on -
vanishing ris-"
ing thermals,
b morning frosts
will silence all
sumimer sing-
ing insects.
And then a
few days later,
snow flurries
fly. And'so on
these hot days
of mid-.fuly, Id
say it's time to
celebrate our fleeting summer
season, the hot sultry days of
July, as Planet Earth continues
her orbit around the sun.

This is the season of nature’s
way that provides so much
to see, sense, eat, feel, hear,
touch and avoid. As I sit and
type on my screened country
porch in the morning moments
just after the sun has filtered
thorough the pines, working .
my second cup of iced coffee,
a house wren just yards away
explodes into its daily repeti-
tive song and tail flicking rou-
tine.

I pretend it's a greeting to
me, but in reality he is stat-
ing unequivocally, “This land
is mine!” “This land is mine!”
And in the not so far distance,
another wren sends the same
message of territorial patrol.

I think back to last evening,

akland
Naturally

Jonathan
Schechter

SRR R IS

when moments after dark with :

the near full moon rising, and
mosquitoes on the other side

of the screen, I sat in the same
chair, watching fireflies flicker
among my scraggly wildflower
meadow among the sweetly

-scented wild evening primrose
--a night blooming plant -and

purple coneflowers I estab-
lished to replace a good size

hunk of boring lawn.

The gentle breezes have set
black-eved susans, daisies,
clematis, morning glories and
coneflowers into a nodding
motion, attracting swallowtails-

and a single monarch butterfly. ..

Ruby-throated hummingbirds
zip in for sips of nectar and
then return to the limb of a
dying crab apple, a tree full of
life: red squirrels, gray tree-
frogs, visiting woodpeckers and _
the occasional nuthatch.

Give the day another few
more hours of temperature
rise and I know a trio of tur-
key vultures, habituated to
my peculiar behavior and
activity, will circle effortlessly
overheard and descend to my
feeding platform to plunge
their beaked heads into a
{ly-covered bloated carcass
of a road killed opossum, an
offering I provided a few days
ago. Twenty-four hours in the
hot sun made for the perfectly
putrid marinate method. If
you were enjoying breakfast,
scavenging is part of nature’s
way and turkey vultures are the
best of nature’s sanitation engi-

- neers. They weuld think our

eating habits are bizarre.

And if you know your wild
edibles, this is the moment in
time when wild black raspber-
ries are at their best, day lily

- petals freshen salads and black

walnuts begin to swell. I keep

. an eye on ripening blackberries

along train tracks. Raccoons
and birds do, too.

Back to porch moments:
Cicadas call with their chain
saw-like buzzing song weeks
ahead of their norm, a signal
that tells me.this day will swel-
ter. And mourning doves send
their July messages, a tune a
bit like a gentle rendition of the
call of the great horned owl.

Moments of waning July
are everywhere. Awesome
ice cream at Cooks Farm
Dairy, with cows watching
you. (Seymour Lake Road in
Brandon Township.) Young
buck antlers in velvet. Poison
ivy vines head high along tree
trunks. Skin-tearing sting-
ing nettle waist high. A time
of great plenty for street-wise
coyotes, but nothing defines
late July more than the distine-
tive Jow rumbling, Jong-carry-
ing croak of the bullfrog, the .
largest of Oakland County’s
frogs and the last to breed.
Their tadpoles, yet to emerge,
will over-winter under ice, and
reach maturity next spring,
after the snows yet to come,
melt away.

Jonathan Schechter writes on
nature's way in Oakland County.
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thing that any government can
do,” Evanssaid in an interview
with the Observer. “Clearly,
the county has responsibility
for the prosecutor, the sher-

iff and the courts anditisa do the same.” arbitration thrust upon the
major function that has to be a The Wayne County county.”

higher priority than some other Commission is scheduled to Evans said he was not part
things.” approve the 2008-08 budget of the negotiations, a point dis-

Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano has proposed a
budget that would cut 10 per-
cent from all department bud-
gets for 2008-09 to deal with a

BY HUGH GALLAGHER “Basically $17 million in overspending on
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER the sheriff has  this year’s budget.
increased his Evans said the county nego-
Wayne County Sheriff budget over the tiated a collective bargaining -
Warren Evans says public safe- last five years,” agreement with the employees
ty should be the county’s top . said Vanessa of the sheriff’s department
priority and a proposalto-cut ¢ Denha,a without budgeting for it.
his budget by 10 percent would i spokeswoman “Our budget for this year .
-harm public safety. * for Ficano. “He was cast in stone a year ago.
“Protecting public safety is Evans hag requested ~ We warned at budget hearings
probably the most important a $7 million and everywhere else that there

had to be come contingency,” .
Evans said. “It was in binding

increase over last year, éven
after we asked people to make
cuts. We've made cuts (in the
executive’s office) and we're
just asking al] the e]ecteds to

unions agreed to the economic
package, so it was not binding

puted by the executive’s office.
“He had somebody from his
office at those meetings. He
was part of that whole process
from the beginning,” Denha

by late August. Evans made a
PowerPoint presentation to the
commission is making his case
with the public that his budget
problems are being misrepre-

projected $33 million deficit.  sented by Ficano. said.
For the sheriff’s department, Evans argues that retroactive )
Ficano has proposed cutting salaries and benefitsin acol- =~ OVERTIME UNDERFUNDED

the sheriff’s 2007-08 $96 mil-
lion general fund amount by
$9.6 million.

On overtime, Evans said the
_ department has always been
underfunded for overtime,

lective bargaining contract and
underfunding for overtime are
two key factors for a reported

YOU MAY
HAVE A CLAIM

Dr. Yasser Awaad is a pedlafrlc neurologist who was
employed by Ockwood Healthcare, Inc. until 2007.
Since Dr. Awaad left Oakwood, the law offices of
Benner & Foran have been retained by a large number
of parents who believe = their children were -
misdiagnosed with epilepsy and/or seizures by Dr.
Awaad. If you think your child or children may have
been misdiagnosed with epilepsy/seizures by Dr.
Yasser Awaad, please contact the law offices of Benner

& Foran for a free, no obligation consultation.

Toll Free: 1-866-737-5544

CEU8s11850

_the previous sherlff Robert

arbitration. The county and the

VOTE AUGUST 5™

ELECT NEIL J. SAWICKI JUDGE
WAYNE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

“I pledge
to be professional,
. prompt, prepared and
impartial in all matters

EXPERIENCE:
* 16 years experience as A PRACTICING ATTORNEY
* 9years as PROSECUTOR for City of Wyandotte

. * 5years as PROSECUTOR for City of Dearborn
* 3 years as Special Assistant United States Attorney

ENDORSEMENTS: ,
* Police Officers Association of Dearborn (POAM)
* Police Officers Association of Wyandotte (POAM)
* Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters Association
* Michigan Teamsters, Joint Council 43

MEMBERSHIPS:

* State Bar of Michigan, U. S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Michigan, and the United States
Army Court of Criminal Appeals

* American Legion, Knights of Columbus, Polish Legion
of American Veterans, Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America

PERSONAL:
* Honorably Dfscharged VETERAN, U.S. Amy (93- ‘97)

* Proud Husband and Father

Visit-SAWICKI4JUDGE.COM to learn more

Paid for with regulated funds by Committee to Elect Nail J. Sawicki to Wayne Circuit Court, RO, Box 477, Wyandotte, MI 48192,

OEC8611852
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* Sheriff says proposed budget cuts harm publlc safety

jail capacity of 2,600 and the
proposed cuts would reduce .
that number by 800. He said
the present jail capacity is

department may have to do
some layoffs but she suggested -
there were other options.

“He doesn’t need to run the

even going back to the time of

Ficano.
“You never know how many

officers are going off sick, you ~ inadequate for the need. {police) academy. He can use
don’t know what emergencies . the community colleges in our
are going to come up,” he said.  REPEAT OFFENDERS area that offer programs,” she

said.

‘She said the department’s
kitchen and food services run
two to three times more than
Oakland and Macomb coun-
ties.

“There are ways to cut his
budget,” she said. “We're happy

“Most of our offenders are
repeat people who have been
in jail more than once,” Evans
said. “In this economy they are
not getting a job when I release
them, They are going to up the
crime rate considerably when
they go back to do what they do

“But you do know a general
trend, what the overtime is
going to be. It’s never budgeted
for and you're always running a
deficit immediately.”

Evans said overtime has run
as high as $9 million and as
low as $6 million (of a $131

million budget). best.” to sit down with him and help
This year, it was budgeted for ~ Evans said he understands him cut his budget.”
$4 million. the need for belt-tighteningbut  Evans said $42 million of the

$96 million he receives from
the general fund comes from a
dedicated public safety millage
and should not be factored into
the proposed 10 percent budget
cut.

argues that other departments
and other projects are less
important.

“I have tried to help with
belt-tightening. I have closed
floors in our existing jail fo try
to help balance the budget,” he
said,

Denba said the sheriff’s

Evans said that he is con-
cerned that under Ficano’s plan
238 deputies and four civilians
would face layoffs. Options
would include closing the
Hamtrameck Jail or releasing
pretrial fefons to reduce the jail
population and lay off officers.

Evans said the county has a

hgallagher@hometownlife.com
(734) 953-2148

The vacation you'll always remember.

We're dedicated to making every moment of your Crystal Mountain
vacation an unforgettable éxperience. Crystal’s new Alpine Slide,a
one-acte water fun complex, ‘climbing wall, hiking and biking trails,
thirty-six holes of championship golf, and the magnificent nearby Lake
‘Michigan shoreline and Sleeping Bear Dunes offer $ome of the most

memorable vacation experiences in northern Michigan. Just 28 miles

SW of Traverse City. .

E\pcugnue Michigan’s only

Alpine Slide

* See website of call For complete details
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HIGH YIELD SAVINGS BALANCES
OF $100,000 UP TO $499,999. -

Invest in your future with Fifth Third Bank. You'll get guaranteed
returns on your balances, and you can rest easy knowing it's
FDIC insured.? Pius, it's available at your nearest Fifth Thirg
Bank, so it's convenient. Give us a call at 1-877-579-5353 or visit
53.com to see what we can do for you.

@

FIFTH THIRD BANK
The things we do for dreams?
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Balances over $100,000 may not be FDICinsured. Please visit www dic gov for insurance coverage limitations. Arnual Percantage Yields (APY) accurate as of 0%/23/08.
Fifth Third resarves the right to refuse any deposit. *A Fifth Third chacking accotint is required ta receive the stated rate, £ raie does not apply to balances currently
on deposit with Fith Trird Bank. $5,008 minimum depasit requirett o open. Penakty for early withdrawal, Not avallabie for commercial and nonarofit acccuns.
*456 minioum deposit regulred to open an accoln. Balances of §1-$24,399 earn an APY of 0.50%. Balances of $25,000-349,509 2aen an APY of 2,00%. Balances of
150,000-899,999 eax an APY of 3.00%, No interest is pald on portians of your balance of $500,000 or mare. APYs may vary by market, Rate may changs after the

- accourt is opened, Fees may reduce earnings. §25 fee if account Is closed within 180 davs of account onentna, Fifth Third Bank Mersher FBIC, -
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