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Catch a glimpse 
of town's past 
during Old Tyme 
Farm Days 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Long before IKEA and all the rest of the big 
box stores popped up in Canton, the township 
was renowned for its corn production and its 
agricultural way of life. 

While the number of farms has dwindled to 
just a handful, there are many folks in Canton 
who still fondly remember the days when the 
town was the sweet corn capital of Michigan 
and life wasn't nearly so fast-paced. Those days 
will be celebrated this weekend during the Old 
Tyme Farm Days event in Cherry Hill Village. 

Hosted by the Canton Historical Society 
and the Early Engine Club, the second annual 

O l d Tyme 
It's going to be a busy weekend in 
Cherry Hili Village. In addition to the 
Old Tyme Farm Days, the Village will 
play host to the third annual Cherry 
Festival on Saturday. Please see page 
A2 for story, or visit our Web site at 
www.hometownlife.com. 

Farm Days 
will take 
place at 
the historic 
Bartlett-
Travis House 
and Cady-
Boyer Barn 

(500 N. Ridge Road) from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

According to Historical Society President 
Richard Waldecker, there will be plenty of 
antique engines and tractors on display, as 
well as artifacts from Canton's farming days. 

"Last year we had 61 participants who 
brought old farm equipment," said Waldecker. 
"Because of advertising, we're hoping to have 
over 100 participants this year. It's amazing 
how many people in this area own old tractors." 

Waldecker, who is a retired engineer from 
Ford Motor Co., owns a 1941 Farmall A trac­
tor, and will be using it to provide hayrides 
during the event. 

Perhaps the highlight of the event will take 
place on Saturday, when three farmers will be 
putting on actual plowing and disking demon­
strations in a field behind the Cady-Boyer Barn. 

Waldecker said there may also be a small 
petting farm, as well as mini-train rides by 
Andy's Railroad. 

, The whole point of the event, according to 
Waldecker, is "just to show people how farm­
ing took place in the township," particularly 
those who don't remember the old days or even 
know much about farming. 

"Children really don't know how produce gets 
into the supermarket. It's not that they can't 
read a book or look it up on the computer, it's 
just better to show them hands-on," he said. 
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Theresa Henning (left) had her wish come true, now she and her family and friends are taking part in the three-day bike ride for the Make-A-Wish foundation. From left, 
Theresa Henning, father-in-law John Henning, Christina Atkins, her father Bob Polzin and John Finnegan. 

Team will bike 300 miles in three days to grant wishes for seriously ill children 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

His own "Wish" kid is now an 
adult, but that hasn't put a dent 
in Bob Polzin's enthusiasm for the 
Wish-A-Mile bicycle tour. 

Polzin of Canton has been 
participating in the event, a 
fund-raiser for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Michigan, for 16 
years. He's gotten several friends 
and family members to join him 
throughout the years and 2008 is 
no different. 

Polzin's group, Team Header, 
will travel to Traverse City today 
to prepare for the three-day, 300-

mile bike trek to Chelsea. 
"I saw what Make-A-Wish did 

for our daughter and this is my 
opportunity to give hack to other 
children," Polzin said, referencing 
his daughter, Theresa Henning, 
who was diagnosed with leukemia 
in 1990 at age 15. 

Henning, whose cancer is in 
remissipn, was granted her wish of 
a new bedroom set two years after 
her diagnosis. 

"To be able to have your wish 
granted means so much," said 
Henning, a township resident, add­
ing that she's proud her father has 
championed the charity. "My dad 
doesn't give up on stuff like this." 

This year, Team Header has 
about 20 riders, including family 
friend John Finnegan of Canton, 
who has been riding alongside 
Polzin for 15 years. Henning's sister 
and father-in-law, Christina Atkins 
and John Henning, both Canton 
residents, are also on the team. 

"My son participated two years 
ago and when we went to the 
Heroes Hurrah to see them come 
in, the response was amazing," 
John Henning said. "I told myself, 
T gotta try this/ and 10 minutes 
after I finished last year, I said I 
was going to do it again this year." 

The Heroes Hurrah will take 
place Sunday at the Chelsea 

Fairgrounds and as a tradition, the 
riders are cheered to the finish line 
by children and family members. 

"The kids will drive you," said 
Polzin, who is known to yell 
"Think of the kids" whenever 
members of his team feel weary 
during the bike ride. "We may 
have three days" of pain, but those 
children have years of discomfort." 

Each participant of Wish-A-
Mile is required to raise $750 to 
help the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Michigan grant 200 wishes. 

For more information, log on to 
www.wishmich.org. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2170 

Longtime trustee, Foundation president vying to become treasurer 
McLaughlin loves working for Canton residents 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

They say the way to a man's 
heart is through his stomach.. 

If the way to a voter's heart 
is through chocolate, Melissa 
McLaughlin is in a good position 
to become Canton's next trea­
surer. 

McLaughlin, a 16-year member 
of the Township Board, has been 
stomping the pavement armed 
with packs of candy-coated choc-

• olates that bear the initials of her 
first and last names. 

"The M&M's are a fluke," the 
married mother of two sons said 
with a laugh, noting that the idea 
surfaced when she sent her sister-
in-law a bouquet that included 

McLaughlin 

the famous can­
dies and signed it 
"M&M." 

McLaughlin, 
a township resi­
dent since 1962, 
said she's ready 
to expand her 
role as a Canton 
legislator and 

take the reins of the treasurer's 
office. Longtime Treasurer Elaine 
Kirchgatter is retiring from the 
$98,790 post. 

"This is the right opportunity," 
McLaughlin said, adding that 
her goals include navigating new 
finance software and revamping 
the treasurer's page on the town-

Please see MCLAUGHLIN, A7 

Noricks wants to be a 'voice' for residents 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Joan Noricks says she doesn't 
believe in sacred cows and can 
squeeze a dollar out of 15 cents 
with the best of them. 

"When I go door to door, the 
thing that I'm hearing most often 
is: 'Are you going to reduce my 
taxes?' When times are tough, we 
have to engage the public and see 
what has to go," said Noricks, who 
is campaigning to be township 
treasurer. 

The longtime president and 
CEO of the Canton Community 
Foundation said her experience 
with the organization, which 
included managing its staff and 
relationship building, has given 

Noricks 

her a skill set that 
would lend itself 
to today's bumpy 
economy. 

"I have a proven 
track record of 
making more out 
of less," she said. 

Noricks, a mar­
ried mother of 

three who moved to Canton in 
1980, said under her leadership, 
the Foundation's assets grew from 
$1,500 to $1.8 million. 

If elected, Noricks said she 
would explore the feasibility of 
a four-day work week for town­
ship employees, stay updated 
on technological advances that 

Please see NORICKS, A7 
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Village will be hopping for Cherry Festival 
Saturday is going to be 

a busy day in Cherry Hill 
Village. Not only will the Old 
Tyme Farm Days be taking 
place at the historic Bartlett-

. Travis House and Cady-Boyer 
Barn, the rest of the Village 
will come alive for the 3rd 
annual Cherry Festival. 

Organized by Canton 
Leisure Services and spon­
sored by Huntington Bank, 
the family-friendly event will 
mix the arts, entertainment, 
food and other activities, 
including a special sidewalk 
chalk art contest presented 
by D&M Studios. 

The "Chalk it Up" contest 
is open to entrants of all ages 
and skill-levels, and will 
include prizes for winners. 
Participants are required to 
check in by 11 a.m. There is a 
registration fee for adults 13 
and up of $15, and children 
12 and under can register 
for $5. Chalk supplies are 
included in the registration 
fee. Those interested can pick 
up a registration form at the 
Summit on the Park or on-
site at the competition. 

Other children's activities 
include: 

• "Harmony and Me" 

interactive music activities; 
a sock puppet workshop for 
kids presented by the PCEP 
Puppetry Club; and a "Very 
Cherry Story Time" at 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m. The 
Cherry Fun kids activity tent 
will feature games, cherry 
crafts, and the cherry pit spit. 

• The Cherry Sweet Treats 
& Dessert Bake-Off. Dishes 
featuring cherries can be 
submitted at the Cherry Hill 
School from noon to 1:30 
p.m. Judging will be done 
during the Cherry Festival, 
and the winner will be pre­
sented with a prize pack. The 

J C Penney^ Optical 

winning recipe will also be 
published in an upcoming 
edition of the Canton FOCUS 
newsletter. 

• A cherry wine tast­
ing with Vintner's Cellar 
of Canton from 5-8 p.m. 
at the Village Theater bar. 
Destination Theater will also 
perform a sneak preview 
of their latest production, 
"Grease," currently underway 
on the Village Theater's main 
stage. 

For a detailed schedule of 
events, visit leisure.canton-
mi.org or call (734) 394-
5460. 
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LIMITED TIME ONLY! 
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A sidewalk chalk art contest will be just one event associated with the 3rd 
annual Cherry Festival to be held from noon to 8 p.m., Saturday at several 
locations in Cherry Hilt Village. 

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES* 

• Any frame up to $130 
• Scratch-resistant lenses 
• Single vision, lined bifocals or 

FREE NO-LINE 
BIFOCALS! 

GET 1 BOX FREE 
•wHan ye« buy 3 tea of ftCUVui9 Brand ULTRA COMFORT SERIES" $49 

KIDS' EYEGLASS 
PACKAGE" 

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans 

Call today for your eye exam or bring in your Rx. 

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 

*S99 offer Includes any trama up to S13Q, single vision, ST28 lined Bifocals or ^tandart! InstinoBve no-llre hifoc^s with scratcti-reslstanf plastic 4enaes excluding R^ban ana SunSpot Coliection. Some special 
orders excluded. Additional charge may be applied (or strong to. Other progressives, specialty lenses and lens options are additional, "Offer includes any frame up to $1OQ.OO. FREE warranty and polycarbonate 
lenses (or any ofiiltf 16 artO under. See tBtcian far details, t^nrrat be combined with anoltier offer, vision care plan, package prtclns or prior orders, Eye e«ims arranged or we can fill your doctor's pre^ciiptlon. 
Participating stores only. Void where prohibited by law, Eye exams performed by Independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Offer ends August 31,20O6. 'valid prescription required. An eye exam is 
required to datermlne If contact lenses are right (or you, See store tor details, Other terms and conditions may apply. Important Information for contact lens wearers: ACUVUE* Brand Contact Lenses are available 
By prescription only for vision correction, An eye care professional will determine whether contact lenses are right for you. Although rare, serious eye problems can develop. To help avoid these problems, 
follow the wear and replacement schedule and the lens cere instructions provided by your doctor. Do not wear lenses if you have an eys Infection, or experience sya discomfort, excessive tearing, vision 
changes, redness or other eye problems, if one of those conditions occurs, canted your eye doctor immediately. For more information on proper west, care and safety, talk 10 your eye tare professional, 
call I -800-843-2021} or visit acuvue.com. ACUVUE*, ACUVUE* ADVANCE', ACUVUE* OASYS". HVDfiACLEAR6 AND ULTRA COMFOPT SERIES" are registered trademarks of Johnson 5 Johnson Vision Care. inc. 
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SPECIAL ITEMS 
Close-out paint $4 
Mail Boxes 
Plastic Fencing 
Christmas 
Weber Grills 
Power Tools 
TV Mounts 

per Gallon 
60% OFF 
70% OFF 
80% OFF 
30% OFF 
30% OFF 
70% OFF 

Sale Hours 
Mon.-Fri. 9 to 7, Sat. 9 to 6, Sun. 10 to 

Hand Tools 50% OFF 
Grab Boxes 80% OFF 
From the original sticker price 
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merchandise when 
it's gone, it's gone 
including shelving 

Located at: 
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Cheer team visits Kentucky 
The 2008-09 Plymouth-Salem-Canton high school large co-ed cheer team spent four days in Kentucky at 
the Coed College Prep Camp. The team is shown with Jomo Thompson (center, back row), head coach of the 
University of Kentucky's 14-time national champion cheer team. Front row (from left) are Sommer Guy, Jordan 
Thompsett, Alex Felts, Halie Lindberg; middle row (from left) Coach Erika Healey, Alex Hamric, Casey Norris, 
Alyssa Utler, Jessica Hasty, Hillary Genrich and Brianna Cheesman; back row (from left) Kevin Enna, Josh 
Thomas, Jesse Hulet, Ryan Schulthorpe, Jomo Thompson, Jason Payne, Quest Miller, Justin Groves and Coach 
Cam Schambre. Not pictured is Angela Whitehead. 

AROUND CANTON 

Chamber gold classic 
The Canton Chamber of Commerce will 

host the 2008 Chamber Golf Classic on 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 at Pheasant Run Golf Club. 
Registration for the fund-raising event begins 
at 8:30 a.m. 

There are several packages to participate 
available. 

The Golf for Four Sponsorship Package is 
$650, and includes golf for four with a tee or 
green sponsorship, signage at the course, recog­
nition at the dinner banquet, and a plaque, plus 
18 holes of golf, with cart, continental break­
fast, lunch at the turn, beverages on the course, 
dinner, gift package, awards & prizes. 

The Golf for Four Package is $550, and 
includes golf with cart for four, continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, beverages on the 
course, buffet dinner banquet, prizes, and gift 
package. 

Individual golf is $150 and includes golf with 
cart, continental breakfast, lunch at the turn, 
beverages on the course, buffet dinner banquet, 
prizes, gift package, and more. 

For those who only want dinner, the cost is 
$35. 

To register for the event or for more informa­
tion, visit the Chamber Web site at www.can-
tonchamber.com or call (734) 453-4040. 

Wear a helmet, get a reward 
This summer Canton Police Department 

is participating in the 4th annual Caught 
Being Safe campaign, .rewarding kids who are 
"caught" wearing helmets while bike riding 
or Rollerblading. When on routine patrols, 
officers spotting a child wearing a helmet will 
reward them with a coupon for a free ice cream 
cone or Apple Dipper from McDonald's. This 
program is presented by ThinkFirst Michigan, 
an award-winning trauma prevention program 
at St. Mary's Michigan. Michigan McDonald's 
restaurants are supporting the cause by pro­
viding 100,000 coupons to be shared among 
573 police and fire departments throughout 
Michigan. 

Biking and other summer safety tips are 
available at www.cantonpublicsafety.org. 

Vacation Bible school 
The First Congregational Church of Wayne 

and the Methodist Church of Wayne will host 
a joint Vacation Bible School Aug. 11-15 (from 
8:45 a.m.-noon). The classes are free and open 
to the public for children from the age of 4 
through 6th grade. Classes will be held at the 
First Congregational Church of Wayne, 2 Towne 
Square in downtown Wayne. For more informa­
tion or to register, call (734) 729-7550. 

4.75 % 0 
APY* 

37-MONTH TERM CD 

* * • 

HIGH YIELD SAVINGS BALANCES 
OF $100,000 UP TO $500,000. 

Invest in your future with Fifth- Third Bank. You'll get guaranteed 
returns on your balances, and you can rest easy knowing it's FDIC 
insureds Plus, it's available at your nearest Fifth Third Bank, so it's 
convenient. Give us a call at 1-877-579-5353 or visit 53.com to see 

what we can do for you. 
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FIFTH THIRD BANK 
The things we do for dreams: 
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11" AmfewfttCumpHRy 

Maintenance-free vinyl, never needs painting 

Dual insulated glass for energy savings 

Warm-edge spacer for warmth & comfort 

Limited lifetime warranty 

* 

S Replacement 

*? P"1.1 MARVIN 
• The supertor diffice for window replacement 

nfmity's fiberglass outlasts arid outperforms 

Top thermal performance saves on energy bills 

Stainabie EverWoocT available 

month* 

AndersSifSH 
• Revolutionary Low-E4 glass 

• Perma-Shieid® exterior cladding 

• Charming rich wood interiors 

• Green Seal* environmental certification 

From The Window Replacement Experts! 

Limited Time 
Offer! 

® 

*8a$ed on 6 9% annual percentage rate for 60 months with appwved credit 

WINDOWS * DOORS * SIDING » ROOFING * & MORE 

Not subject to prior promotions. Offer subject to change without notice. 

Schedule your FREEin-home estimate: 248-651-4442 or WindowExperts.com 
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Van Buren Schools chief 
diagnosed with cancer 

C ^ i d t r m e - W 

NOW OPEN! ENROLL NOW FOR FALL 
AND SAVE $ 2 0 0 ! * 
CALL TODAY TO ENROLL! 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Van Buren Schools officials 
received some sobering news 
last week when Supt. Pete 
Lazaroff announced he has 
been diagnosed with cancer. 

Lazaroff, who has been the 
VBPS superintendent since 
2003, was admitted July 11 
to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital 
after experiencing a persistent 
cough and chest pain. After 
undergoing numerous tests, 
Lazaroff, 51, was diagnosed~ 
with acute lymphatic leuke­
mia, atype of bone cancer. 

According to VBPS spokes­
man Paul Henning, doctors 
say the cancer is in its early 
stages, and there is a 70-per­
cent survival rate for patients 
diagnosed with acute lym­
phatic leukemia. 

lazaroff 

Lazaroff was 
transferred to 
the University 
of Michigan 
Medical 
Center in Ann 
Arbor, and will 
remain there 
for four weeks 
of chemothera­

py, according to Henning. 
"He's got a lot of energy. His 

attitude is upbeat and that's 
a big part of battling cancer," 
Henning said. 

Lazaroff sent an e-mail to all 
district employees explaining 
his condition and making sure 
everyone is as "fully informed 
as possible." 

For the time being, Lazaroff 
is still in charge of the district. 
Henning said he and other 
school officials visit Lazaroff 
almost daily to go over district 

business. 
"He's still right in the middle 

of everything," he said. 
Henning said Lazaroff is 

expecting to be back at work 
when the new school year 
starts Sept. 2. 

"I do plan on keeping in 
touch with the office over the 
next few weeks, but will bal­
ance that time, making sure 
that my wife and I are sensitive 
to the needs of each other, and 
that we.are helping our two 
daughters during this difficult 
time," Lazaroff wrote in his 
memo to the employees. "I am 
viewing this as a bump in the 
road and have every plan to 
return to do what I can to con­
tribute to our organization." 

Lazaroff recently had his 
contract extended through 
June 2010. He earns an annual 
salary of $130,088. 
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Back-to-Schooi Nignt Grand Opening Celebration! 
Wednesday, August 13 5 pm to 8 pm. 

Every TUesday & Thursday 
5 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Starting Aug. 5 -Aug. 28 
Classes begin Sept. 3 

' AU adult certified teaching staff 
• No annual registration fees! 
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Prw idwg Quality Dance hduration 
I fa (anton and Surrounding tammunitiesffir Ii }i>ars 

• Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Hip Hop • Lyrical 
• Pre-school Creative Dance • All-Boys HipJIojftS 

1672 S. IiUey at Palmer • 
www.the-dance-cojnnection.com 

734-397r 

SUBURBAN 
Suburban Acura 

2008AcuraTL 
Automatic 

36 month lease, $2999 due at signing, 12,000 miles/year 

2008 Odyssey LX 

239/mo: 
Lease -, 

36 month lease, $1999 due at signing, 12,000 miles/year 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
(Just off the 1-96 & 1-275 Freeways) 

21500 Haggerty Rd. 
866-386-6532 

www. suburbanhonda. com 
Tlus tax, title, doc. and credit approval. 

36 month lease, $1999 due at signing, 10,000 miles/year 

2008 Acura RDX 4WD 

As Low 
As 

1.9% APR 
up to 36 months with approved audi t 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
(Just off the 1-96 & 1-275 Freeways) 

25000 Haggerty Rd. 
866-204-0526 

www.suburbanacura.com 
*Plus tax, title, doc. and credit approval. 
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You have to be proactive to seek out available scholarships 
It's hard to believe that sum­

mer is more than halfway over 
and before you know it kids 
will be heading back to school. 
Since home equity loans are no 
longer a viable alternative for 
many, the question of whereto 
get money for college this fall 
becomes an issue many fami­
lies will face. 

One way to go — if you're 
short of money — is through 
one of the college loan pro­
grams. There are many types 
of loan programs available. In 
addition to talking to a college 
financial aid officer, there are 
excellent Web sites to use to 
learn about loans and how to 
obtain them. Findaid.org is 
just one of these sites. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Scholarships are another 

alternative to paying for col-

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

lege. It is 
amazing 
how many 
are available 
throughout 
the country. 
Scholarships 
are given 
by business, 
unions and 
civic orga­
nization 
among others. 

Unfortunately, scholarships 
don't come to you, you have to 
go get them. In other words, 
you must be proactive. 

Many people believe that 
scholarships are given either 
based upon academic excel­
lence or hardship. Although, 
there are many scholarships 
for excellence in education and 
hardship, these are not the 
only scholarships available. 

Scholarships are given for 
other types of achievements 
or situations. As an example, 
many scholarships reward stu­
dents for community service. 

The key to obtaining many 
of these scholarships is to 
search out the organizations 
providing them and do what is 
necessary to apply. 

It is doubtful you will get 
one scholarship that pays your 
way through college, so you do 
have to apply to many groups. 
In fact, I saw a story where a 
student received approximate­
ly 20 scholarships to pay his 
way through college. 

How to find the organiza­
tions who give scholarships 
has probably never been easier. 
Using the Internet makes the 
task a lot easier. However in 
using the internet we some­
times let our guard down. 

Don't do it in your search for 
scholarships. There are many 
sites on the Internet that offer 
free scholarships searches and 
even offer free scholarships. 
However, some of these are not 
what they appear to be. Some 
of these sites ask for a variety 
of sensitive financial informa­
tion that can be used against 
you in identity theft situa­
tions. Therefore in doing your 
search, be careful about what 
information you release. 

A couple of sites to check­
out are www.findaid.org and 
www.cityofcollegedreams .org. 
Both Web sites have a wealth 
of information about scholar­
ship searches and other ways 
to finance college. 

Is it too late to apply for 
scholarships for the fall? 
Although, many scholarships 
have been awarded, many 

have not. It is amazing how 
many scholarships go unused. 
Although your scholarship 
search may be more difficult, 
it is not impossible and if 
nothing more, you can get a 
jump on next year. 

Searching for scholarships is 
not something parents should 
do alone. Involve your students 
because they are the ultimate 
beneficiary. ' 

LOANS 
For those who need money 

now and are considering loans, 
make sure that you do your 
homework to shop the loan. 
Many people think that all 
student loans are the same but 
they are not. 

Remember, in obtain­
ing a loan always make sure 
you understand the terms 
including the interest rate, 

how the interest rate is calcu­
lated, when payments begin 
and what fees and costs are 
involved. The time spent in 
making sure you obtain the 
right loan will definitely save 
money down the road. 

It is never too late or too 
early to begin looking for 
scholarships. For parents who 
have children that will be 
attending college in the fall of 
2009, now is the time to get 
proactive and to begin your 
scholarship search. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You.can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 

Madonna creates a smooth transition for retiring faculty 
Across the nation, 78 mil­

lion 'baby boomers' from every' 
profession are moving towards 
retirement. 

At Madonna University the 
average age of its 166 full-
time faculty is 57- The 4,100-
student, private liberal arts 
school has created a strategic 
plan that will aid retirees, 
while ensuring a smooth tran­
sition from one generation of 
faculty to the next. University 
faculty retirements equate 
to more teaching jobs in 
Michigan, as 96 percent of 
higher education institutions 
are recruiting new professors, 
according to The Chronicle of 
Higher Education. 

"The heart of this issue is 
how a university retains its 
character and core values 
when one generation passes 
the teaching-learning enter­
prise off to another," said 
Ernie Nolan, vice president 
for academic administration. 
"As in most human endeavors, 
something of value may be 
lost while something new and 
exciting maybe gained." 

To better prepare, Nolan 
and some 50 members of 
Madonna's faculty took part 
in a development workshop, 
led by the Department of . 
Gerontology. The group 
mapped out the University 
programs slated for faculty 

retirements and developed a 
strategic plan to retain the 
University's successful tradi­
tions and values, and build 
upon the fresh perspective 
brought by new professors. 

"The 'baby boomer' gen­
eration is characterized by 
a tremendous dedication to 
teaching and student learning, 
however incoming students or 
the 'digital generation,' often 
perceive the world and learn 
new information differently. 
This results in a conflict of 
cultures centered on ways of 
knowing and understanding 
reality," said Nolan. 

Madonna University cur­
rently offers retiring faculty-

members the opportunity 
to stay on part time to men­
tor new hires and impart the 
knowledge they've gained over 
the years. 

"What makes many of the 
classes unique at Madonna is 
that professors are willing to 
share their years of personal 
and professional experiences 
with their students," said Jill 
Hamilton-Krawczyk, graduat­
ing senior. 

Sign language studies pro­
fessor, Ken Rust, decided 
to retire after teaching at 
Madonna for 33 years. 

"Choosing to retire was dif­
ficult because I have watched 
the sign language program 

flourish over the years thanks 
to the commitment of the 
administration, faculty and 
staff, as well as the skill and 
enthusiasm of the students," 
said Rust. "I wanted to make 
sure that the person coming 
on board was aware of the 
program's history and contacts 
throughout the community, 
and understood the program's 
potential for the yearsto 
come," 

After retiring Rust agreed 
to work partjime so he could 
continue working with the 
students, while training a 
newly-hired faculty member, 
who happens to be his former 
student. 

At the development work­
shop it was suggested that a 
retirement link be placed on 
Madonna's Web site. This link, 
planned for fall 2008, would 
provide useful information 
about dealing with lifestyle 
changes and other post-retire­
ment issues. It also would 
serve as a communication tool 
for retirees to stay in touch 
with others in the Madonna 
community. 

"A portion of the Web site 
dedicated to retired faculty 
would be useful. Even though 
I am finishing my part-time 
work, I do plan to stay in con­
tact with the Madonna fam­
ily," said Rust. 
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CHOOSE ANY MONTHLY TERM 
FROM 24 TO 36 MONTHS 
We picked a great CD rate. You choose the term. When you invest your 

money in this Huntington CD, you get more than a great rate, you also get flexibility 

because Huntington lets you choose the term of your CD. Plus, you'll enjoy the peace 

of mind that comes with being FDIC insured. 

1-877-480-2345 | hunt ington.com 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or visit us online. 

"Minimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,000. APY is accurate as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal, which would reduce earnings on the account. For 

personal accounts of less than 1100,000. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Member FDIC. W® and Huntington* are federally registersd service marks of Huntington Bancshares incorporated. ©2008 Huntington Bancsharas Incorporated. • 
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Zoo millage proposal would create authorities 
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BY SUE BUCK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Residents in Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb coun­
ties will decide Aug. 5 whether 
to help finance the Detroit 
Zoological Park in Royal Oak. 

If approved, the O.l-mill tax 
would help the zoo weather 
Michigan's "economic storm." 

About 25 people attended 
an informational recently, 
organized by Oakland County 
Commissioner Mike Rogers, 
of Farmington Hills, at the 

Maxfield Training Center in 
Farmington. 

Under the proposal, each 
county would have a locally 
appointed board or authority. 

"We are going to use a con­
tract and purchase services 
from the zoo," said Gerald 
Poisson, deputy Oakland 
County executive. "We will not 
be involved in the day-to-day 
governance of the zoo." 

Residents in these counties 
would receive specific ben­
efits which would be spelled 
out in a negotiated contract, 

Poisson said. They would 
include cost breaks for senior 
citizens and children, for 
example. Professional zoologi­
cal personnel would continue 
to decide which animals to 
purchase and which exhibits 
should be expanded. 

If the O.l-mill regional 
10-year tax is approved, the 
average owner of a $200,000 
house would pay $10 a year. 
The tax could not be increased 
without another vote of the 
people. 

The annual operating bud­

get of the zoo is $26 million. 
Millages from the three coun­
ties would generate about $12 
million, Poisson said. The rest 
of the money would come from 
admission fees and private 
donations. 

If the contract between the 
Zoological Society and the City 
of Detroit ends, this contract. 
would also end, Poisson said. 
The City of Detroit cannot sell 
the property while there is a 
contract with the Zoological 
Society, according to Ron 
Kagan, zoo director. 
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Severs! streets in the Hampton Ridge North subdivision were never completed. 

Township moves ahead with lawsuit 
for subdivision's unfinished roads 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In an effort to get roadwork completed 
in the Hampton Ridge North subdivision, 
township officials voted Tuesday to proceed 
with a lawsuit against Sheahan Title Co., 
Brown Communities Corp. and developer 
Jeff Brown. 

Municipal Services Director Tim Faas 
said he expects the lawsuit to be filed within 
the coming days. 

"The (Hampton Ridge) homeowners asso­
ciation has said they are in full support of 
this and want us to go for it," he said. 

Phase one of the high-end subdivision, 
located off of Ann Arbor Road in the north­
west corner of Canton, began in 2001 and 
its roads are still incomplete. 

The Troy-based Sheahan Title holds the 
security for completing improvements to 
the development but, according to township 
officials, failed to respond to recent letters 
sent by Carol Rosati, township attorney, 
requesting that the work be done. 

"At this point, we need to file a lawsuit," 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Do you agree with the township's decision to 

file a lawsuit against a developer that did not 
complete street work in a subdivision? E-mail 
your comments to Editor Kurt Kuban at kku-
ban@hometownlife.com for post a comment on 
our Web site at www.hometownlife.com. 

Rosati said last week. 
Sheahan Title Co. did not return calls to 

comment on this story. 
Hampton Ridge resident Doug Sadrack 

moved into the development in 2004 and 
said he backs the township going after the 
title company and Brown, which has since 
pulled out of the state. 

"These roads are bad and it's an embar­
rassment," he said, referencing the potholes 
just east of his property and the patched 
area at the end of his driveway. "I've had 
people say, 'Beautiful house, but it (was hor­
rible) getting in here.' The streets look like a 
war zone." 

A *• 

Several streets including Chatham'Court in 
the Hampton Ridge North subdivision remain 
unfinished. 
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Welcome to our newest fuil-service banking office in the Canton area. 

We're proud to be a part of the neighborhood and are ready to serve you, 

Come in now and ask about our $50 GiftCard offer. 

$bu GiftCard .otter ends t-riday, August 2$tn. 
During our Grand Opening celebration, you'll receive a $50 
American Express GiftCard when you open a qualifying account* 
between now and August 29th. 

47152 Michigan Avenue 
Canton, Ml 48188 

Hours: M-Th 9-5 F 9-6 Sa 9-1 
Phone: 734-495-3200 

$50 American Express GiftCard 

A bank invested in people ! 

(£% "When opsning a nsw qualHying deposit account by August 29,2008 at iha Canton Michigan Beet banking office only, you will receive an American Express® GiftCard, while supplies last. H your choice of gift is not available, you will be 
L a J offered anolher gift Item of similar value, while supplies last. Tho value ol the card is $60 Including tax and shipping charges and Is reportable on IRS Form 1099. For this offer, the required minimum initial deposit is S50.00 for checking, savings 
>l™« or money market accounts and $2000.00 for certificates of deposit. Money must be new to Huntington. Offer is not valid in combination with any other offer. An Eatty Account Closing Fee will apply to accounts closed within IBOdeysof 

tk reserves the right to limit one gift incentive per household. 

American Express' is a regist&rad service mark of the American Express Company, American Express* is not a participating sponsor of this offer. 

Member FOIC. 'Hunt ington 4 and A bank invested in people" are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. © 200S Huntington Bencshares Incorporated. 

MCLAUGHLIN 
FROM PAGE A1 

ship Web site to make it more 
user friendly and information­
al. "I want to give people the 
how-to and the what-to." 

McLaughlin, a former 
accounting clerk for First 
National Bank of Plymouth/ 
First of America Bank, said 
she is prepared to learn the ins 
and outs of the department. 

"I believe you have to get out 
of the way and let people do 
what they do, but I also think 
it's important that whatever 
job you take, you know every 
aspect of it," she said. 

As a trustee, McLaughlin 
has been one of the more vocal 
members of the board and said 
she doesn't buy into criticism 
that township officials rarely 
disagree. 

"I was here when there were 
fights at midnight and (elected 
officials) suing the township 

MELISSA MCLAUGHLIN 
Years in Canton: 46 
Family: Husband, John, two 

sons 
Campaign slogan: "I'm com­

mitted to Canton's progression, 
regardless of Michigan's reces­
sion." 

and it was shameful and we 
have come a long way from 
that," she said. "That might 
have been good for the news­
papers but it wasn't good for 
Canton." 

In addition to her work as 
a trustee, McLaughlin has 
spent 17 years on the Canton 
Planning Commission, is chair 
of the DDA, and serves as 
the vice chair of the Canton 
Historic District Commission. 

"I absolutely love working for 
the residents of Canton," she 
said. "This is a fantastic com­
munity and we have very little 
to complain about." 

FROM PAGE A1 

could work for the treasurer's 
office, check into the ability 
of advance scheduling of tax 
and water bill payments on 
the township's Web site and 
work to decipher the essentials 
of Canton government versus 
"expendable" budget items. 

Campaigning on a promise 
of "real change" Noricks said 
she was disappointed when 
board members gave them­
selves raises-last year. 

"We can't continue to live 
like we are in the '90s," she 
said. "That's where I say there's 
a disconnect. Board members 
have to sacrifice for the good of 
the people who elected them." 

Earlier this year, the board 
reversed course and voted to 
lower the salaries of elected 
officials and the treasurer's 
compensation went from 
$103,730 to $98,790. 

JOAN NORICKS 
Years in Canton: 28 
Family: Husband, Dennis, 

three children 
Campaign slogan: "Real 

Change: A treasurer who will 
excel at relationship building 
and has business experience." 

Noricks, a former self-
employed dress maker and 
a past president of the PCCS 
School Council, said if elected, 
she will continue going door to 
door meeting residents. 

"I really think our current 
leadership is embedded and 
cliquish so I want to be a fresh 
perspective," she said. "I love 
door knocking and it's quite 
amazing how many people I 
talk to who feel that the board 
rubber stamps (projects). I 
want to listen to them and be 
their voice." 

tlparks@hometownlife.com [(734)953-2170' 

DOES YOUR D O G LIKE T O 
CUDDLE AT N IGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers.. 

Cane-Free 
Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have ali the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including steeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 

Visit our website for details 

"Believe Me -
lam 
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Jada 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

734-459-DOGS I 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 § 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com § 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF D O G PLAY!" 

Check us out on the Web every day 
at hometowiilife.com 
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DENSE/DURABLE PLUSH 
Choose From Many Colors 3 
Installed with FBEE Heavy Pad 

OUR BEST SELLING HEAVY PLUSH 
From Mohawk & Shaw 
50 Colors* 12' & 15' Widths j 
7 Year Mat/Crush/Stain Warranty* 
Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

OUR HEAVIEST PLUSH CARPET 
Mohawk- Premium Nylon 
Best crush & stain warranty jfci 
12' & 15' Widths, 70 oz; * J 
- Installed with F8EE Heavy Pad ™ 

OUR MOST POPULAR BERBER 
Durable 12' & 15' Widths tf 
lit stock for Quick Installation * 
Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

OUR VERY BEST BERBERS 
15 Styles 6 
100's of Colors ? 
12' & 15' Widths Available 
Installed with FREE Heavy Pad 

69 BASEMENT CARPET $ 
^Sq.ft. installed 

Sq.R. 

a. Ft. 

Sq. Ft, 

^Sq.R. 

:$q.R. 

*t 

ICERAMICA 

I Sq. Ft. 

"Special Buy-In Stock" 

a£ ISq.Ft. 
Professional 

Installation Available 

Bruce 
PreSnished Oak 
3/4" Flooring 

* § K li lf Installed 

15Year Finish Warranty 
Cherry, MapleS Other . 

Exotics at Simitar Savings 

DuPonfJM 
STAINMASTER 
Dense / Durable 
Many Colors :ftg||| 
Reg. 83.59 ^W~ 
Installed with 
FREE Heavy Pad 

DuPont™ 
STAINMASTER8 

Xtralife 
12'& 15'Widths 

Sq. Ft. 
Installed with ftSq.ft. 
FfiEE Heavy Pad 

iPERGO 

MOHAWK 

STARTING AT 

J . SQ.FT. 

F Our Best Pad 
IFF tabor : 

I Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 8-7-08. 

'GUARANTEED 
LOWEST 

v PRICi Mon, Wed, Frl 9-8; Tues & Thurs 9-6, Sat 9-5 

South Lyon 
» 21946 Pontiac Trail 
(south of Nine Mile Rd.) 

248437-2838 
*Firuuicing based on credit approval. Minimum 3600 purchase 

Rochester Hills 
1015 John R 

corner of John R & Avon) 

248-650-5199 
with 26%'deposit requited. Prior C s Exempt. See store for details. 
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OUR VIEWS 

Noricks best fit for 
Canton treasurer 

Voters have a difficult decision to make when choosing the 
Republican nominee for Canton Township treasurer on Aug. 
5. Two qualified candidates — Melissa McLaughlin and Joan 
Noricks — are the seeking the nomination, which will almost 
certainly decide who ultimately wins the office. There are no 
Democrats in the race, 

Both McLaughlin, a longtime Canton trustee, and Joan 
Noricks, the president of the Canton Community Foundation, 
have distinguished records of service to the Canton commu­
nity. 

Unfortunately, the race has largely turned negative rather 
than focusing on individual strengths and records. It's too 

bad, because it is a disservice to the voters of 
Canton, and the candidates themselves. 

Noricks, who has headed the Foundation 
for the past 15 years, has taken the orga­
nization from one that was in debt to one 
that has nearly $2 million in assets. She has 
helped recruit an excellent, diverse board of 
directors, and managed staff and an annu­
al budget of about $200,000. She acts as 
the Foundation's chief financial officer, and 
is responsible for investments and payroll. 

Under her leadership, the Foundation has also been recog­
nized by the Council on Foundations as being in compliance 
with the national standards for U.S. community foundations, 
making it one of just a few foundations in the region to meet 
the rigorous standards of accountability and transparency. 

Noricks was also a longtime member of Plymouth-Canton's 
Educational Excellence Foundation. She is able to work coop­
eratively with others •— even those who disagree with her 
— and build coalitions. She has the vision, the independence 
and the temperament for the job as Canton Township trea­
surer. 

If elected, Noricks will explore alternative ways for resi­
dents and business owners to pay their taxes, including elec­
tronically, and making some technological improvements to 
the office (ideas McLaughlin also shares). Noricks said she 
would also be open to implementing a four-day work week 
for township employees to save money. 

McLaughlin,,who moved to Canton in 1962, has been 
a trustee since 1992 and has the support of Canton's old 
guard, including retiring Supervisor Tom Yack. She is also a 
member of the Canton Planning Commission, Downtown 
Development Authority and Canton Historic District 
Commission. When it comes to knowledge about the town­
ship's history, there are few individuals that can recount as 
much as McLaughlin, and she has done as much as anyone to 
help preserve historical buildings in the community. 

Whoever wins will have some big shoes to fill. Elaine 
Kirchgatter, who was elected treasurer in 1988 and is the 
longest serving member of the board of trustees, is retiring. 
Both Noricks and McLaughlin have shown through their 
actions and deeds that they have a deep love for Canton and 
its people. Both would make a good treasurer. 

However, we believe Joan Noricks, based on her manage­
ment experience and her independence would be the best 
person to serve the interests of Canton Township residents in 
the treasurer's office. 

We recommend a vote for Noricks in the primary on 
Tuesday, Aug. 5. 

Vote 'yes' on zoo millage 
These are tough times to ask taxpayers to approve yet 

another tax. 
On Aug. 5, voters in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb coun­

ties will vote on a 10-year, 0.1-mill tax to support the Detroit 
Zoo in Royal Oak and Belle Isle Nature Zoo in Detroit. If 
approved, the tax would generate about $12 million annu­
ally and cost the owner of a $200,000 home $10 a year. The 
annual operating budget of the zoo is $24 million. The rest 
of the zoo's budget would be covered by admission fees and 
private donations. 

Zoo officials have argued that the new tax is needed to fill 
an $8 million annual operating shortfall created when the city 
of Detroit, which owns the zoo, terminated its annual subsidy 
and turned over operations to the Detroit Zoological Society. 

The ballot proposal would create taxing authorities in each 
of the three counties with the legal authority to levy a tax. 

Questions have been raised about putting the millage on 
the August ballot rather than on the November ballot, when 
many more voters are expected because of the presidential 
election. Ballot supporters argue that they want the issue on 
the August ballot so that if it fails they can return to voters in 
November, a common practice for tax questions. 

Though failure doesn't seem to be a concern, the Zoological 
Society has been reluctant to discuss contingency plans if the 
millage fails, citing polls that show 78 percent of voters sup­
port a millage. It is also unclear what would happen if one or 
more of the counties votes against the millage. 

Despite these questions, we believe the zoo is a major asset 
to the Detroit area as a regional tourist attraction and a valu­
able educational institution with numerous school programs! 
We agree with proposal supporters that the tax is reasonable 
for the benefit. 

We strongly support a yes vote on the zoo millage. 
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Judge vote is important 
I'm often asked two questions regard­

ing the election of judges: 1) How do you 
choose which judge to vote for and avoid 
falling victim to the name game? arid 2) 
Why are judges on the nonpartisan bal­
lot? 

Voting forjudge is an important and 
personal decision. Unlike other elected 
officials, trial judges have the unique 
authority and sometimes the responsibil­
ity to take away one's liberty which is a 
power that should not be, taken lightly 
and should be carefully entrusted to the 
right people. 

The following are some factors (strictly 
my opinion) that you may want to con­
sider. I don't pretend to possess all of 
these qualities but they are qualities 
that I aspire to and believe that the best 
judges possess. Feel free to disregard 
them but hopefully they will help you in 
your decision. 

Qualities to look for in a trial judge: 
honest; caring, compassionate, fair; a 
good decision maker; ability to see things 
from multiple perspectives; ability to 
make fine distinctions; even-tempered; 
hard-working; knowledgeable; indepen­
dent; humble; attentive; patient; respect­
ful; courageous. 

How does one gauge these qualities in 
a candidate? Some ways include personal 
knowledge of that person; what is the 
candidate's reputation (personally and 
professionally) and is it deserved; what 
type of character has the person demon­
strated in their personal and professional 
life? (Look at their history of activities/ 
behavior/involvement); is the person a 
good lawyer? Are they knowledgeable, 
thorough, honest and fair; what do cli­
ents and especially opposing counsel say 
about the way they practice law? How do 
they treat people? 

Why are judges on the nonpartisan 
ballot? 

Justice is not a partisan concept or 
issue. Judges are sworn to be impartial. 
Judges will have many cases come before 
them where a governmental entity is a 
party or has a vested interest in the out­
come. Judges are entrusted to apply the 
laws enacted by the other branches of 
government. These branches of govern­
ment are run by partisan elected offi­
cials. 

Our three branches of government are 
designed as system of checks and bal­
ances. Judges need to avoid any appear­
ance of bias and that is best achieved by 
running as nonpartisan candidates. 

Mike Gerou 
35th District Court judge 

LETTERS 
people in this area. 

We talked about a lot of different 
things that were affecting our lives as 
well as lives of teens and young men and 
women in our community, how jobs were 
scarce and how the economy left every­
one with confusion and hopelessness. 
But listening to his views and what he 
stands for and how he feels he is the best 
man for the job, I have to agree with him. 

Now I'm an older man that has lived 
in this area for over 30 years. I've seen 
the good times and the bad times and yes 
even worse than now, but I know sooner 
or later it's going to get better and maybe 
even better than it used to be. So I think 
that with people like Jim Plakas looking 
after our well-being, this community will 
be not only be a better place to live but 
a better place to be safe in. I take vot­
ing very serious being a veteran of the 
Vietnam War, so you can bet I'll be at 
the polls voting to make the community 
a better place for everyone and a vote for 
this man will be a step in that direction. 
It was an honor to meet with you, Mr. 
Plakas. 

Robert Denstedt 
Canton 

Political signs not welcome 
Regarding the report in the Observer 

about the theft of political campaign 
signs. These signs may have been 
removed because they were placed on 
subdivision association property without 
the permission of the subdivision's gov­
erning board. 

The long-standing policy of the 
Fairway Pines at Pheasant Run 
Subdivision Association is to remove any 
political signs that are placed on associa­
tion property. Association property is 
owned by, and maintained with funds 
collected from, all the owner/members 
of our Association. Therefore it has been 
the position of our governing board that 
no political preferences be allowed on 
Association property. 

Thomas P. Gamache 
Canton 

Voting for Plakas 
I recently had the honor to meet a man 

who's running for 35th District judge in 
our community. He introduced himself 
to my wife and I, and told us of his quali­
fications for the position he was hoping 
to win in August. As he talked I thought 
why would anyone want a job as a judge 
in these times of uncertainness, but as 
he talked to us I saw that he really was 
excited about this position he was run­
ning for and also saw that he had the 
backing of many of the most prominent 

My wife, Phyllis, and I have made 
Canton our home for over 30 years. 
Recently, we received a "newsletter" from 
the Canton Community Foundation 
(CCF). It was no surprise that a copy of 
the CCF "newsletter" was sent to us. 

Why was it no surprise you might ask? 
Because I am an emeritus director of 
the Foundation; and, in fact, I was the 
attorney responsible for drafting the 
original documents approximately 20 
years ago incorporating the Foundation 
as a Michigan not-for-profit corporation. 
Moreover, I prepared the original paper­
work required by the Internal Revenue 
Service to apply for tax-exempt status. 
Actually, I still have a framed copy of 
the IRS district director's letter granting 
provisional tax-exemption to the CCF. 

The CCF was the brain-child of the 
then newly-elected Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack, and built upon his reputation 
and that of the Rev. Kenneth Gruebel 
and Mr. Mitchell Howard (the original 
three Incorporators). 

Over the ensuing two decades, Phyllis 
and I have been happy to make philan­
thropic donations to the CCF as we were 
confident funds would be put to good 
use. We have proudly watched as the CCF 
endowment has grown from a fledgling 
sum to a mature, substantial amount; we 
have delighted in knowing of scholarship 
award recipients and other good causes 
being supported. There can be no doubt, 
the success experienced by the CCF is 
attributable to the efforts of many, many 
selfless individuals. 

That is why I was alarmed to receive a 
copy of the most recent "newsletter." The 
"newsletter" exuded certain not-so-sub­
tle political undertones; and, it signaled 
an appearance of impropriety to the 
trained eye suggestive of transgression 
that could seriously jeopardize the tax-
exempt status of the Canton Community 
Foundation. 

Therefore, I call upon all members 
of the Board of Directors of the CCF to 
take even greater care in the faithful 
discharge of their respective fiduciary 
duties. All precautions must be taken 
to make certain nothing is permitted to 
occur that causes the district director of 
the IRS to question, let alone withdraw, 
the CCF's important, preferential tax-
exempt status. Vigilance must be main­
tained so that the organization's special 
status is not subjected to revocation. 

Failure now would be a terrible set 
back for our community. Nothing could 
justify allowing the misappropriation of 
the CCF's good name and reputation; no 
current political aspirations should be 
permitted to sully the noble efforts of so 
many, over so long a period. 

Bruce Patterson 
state senator, Canton 

Shame on the League 
I was disturbed to learn the League of 

Women Voters used a strong supporter of 
Canton treasurer candidate Joan Noricks 
to screen questions in the recent candi­
dates forum. Shame on the League. They 
owe Melissa McLaughlin a huge and very 
prominent apology. They spent a consid­
erable amount of time telling us just how 
"nonpartisan" they are supposed to be. 

Nancy Spencer 
Canton 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 

Fax: 
(734) 591-7279 

E-mail: 
kkuban@hometownlife.com 

QUOTABLE 
"We need about 27 more teachers if we went all the way, which would total about $1.6 million. Then there's the 
additional costs for professional development, curriculum changes from half-day to full-day and the additional cost 
for supervision of kindergartners at lunch." 
- George Belvitch, director of elementary education for Plymouth-Canton Schools, on what the district would have 
to do to offer full-day kindergarten, which is being considered for the 2009-10 school year 
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Let i t 'Snow" 

I believe I represent most voters when I say 
the one thing I desire most during election 
time is complete information. With complete 
information, I can measure the candidate's 
background, experience, and sincerity 
against my value system. 

Most recently I was very disappointed in 
the article comparing our 35th District Court 
judicial candidates. It nicely highlighted the 
male candidates' experience, but the very 
first sentence regarding candidate Martha 
Snow was a negative one. The most unbeliev­
able thing is the article didn't even tell you 
what she has been doing during this time. I 
know there are other voters like me who want 
all the facts before making their decision. 

Martha Snow's experience is relevant 
and significant. She was hand-selected by 
Michigan Attorney General Mike Cox, and 
for over five years h#s prosecuted the felony 
nonsupport docket for the State of Michigan. 
I think the confidence the attorney general 
has in her abilities is relevant. She has had 
significant experience dealing in family law 
which affects every one of our communities. 
When fathers don't pay child support, it not 
only affects the single mother and child, but 
it affects all of us. 

Another thing a voter might want to know 
is what the candidates have done for our com­
munity. Be mindful to look back further than 
when this election began. You will see a lot 
of "Good Samaritans" kissing babies around 
election time, but what are the candidate's 
true colors? Judicial candidate Martha Snow 
is an amazing community activist. I have 
personally witnessed her leadership and com­
munity involvement well before this campaign 
was contemplated. As far back as 1999 she was 
president of her local Rotary Club. She served 
as president again in 2006. During this time, 
there were some very difficult decisions that 
had to be made and I can tell you firsthand 
she contemplated, sought opinions, and then 
implemented the rendered decision. 

Martha Snow is a graduate of Leadership 
Canton and was instrumental with her group 
in developing and hosting the first "Rally 4 
Canton" road rally which raised over $10,000 
for youth and seniors in our community. She 
is a board member for the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce, sponsoring many events and 
serving her business community in many 
ways. She participates in the Plymouth and 
Northville chambers. Martha Snow is a past 
president of Wayne County Family Law Bar. 
You have to be pretty sharp to be entrusted 
with that honor. She serves on the Northville 
Planning Commission, is treasurer of the 
Schoolcraft College Foundation Board, and 
a founder and board member of the Women's 
Giving Circle. As you can see, she has a life­
style of giving back to her community. 

I could go on and on about her community-
minded lifestyle, but I am fortunate to know 
her personally and I want to share what I 
have witnessed there. I have personally wit­
nessed what a loving, devoted mother she is. 
In addition, as a friend, Martha can always 

be counted on for love and support and can­
did conversations. She is smart, dedicated, 
loving, community-minded and able to make 
tough decisions when necessary. I can't think 
of a better addition to the bench in the 35th 
District Court. So, I urge voters to look at 
the whole picture and who is truly involved 
in the community by actually participating, 
serving on boards, and making a difference. 
Campaign signs and billboards don't equate 
involvement. Don't let this be politics as 
usual. On Aug. 5th, I will "Let it Snow." 

Lisa Kennedy 
Canton 

Bofden has come a long way 
If elected as a trustee my job would not 

be to micromanage any department. I have 
a great deal of respect for the department 
heads in particular Dave Medley, Canton's 
HR manager, and John Santomauro, director 
of Public Safety. I have had lunch with them 
and have sat on boards with them also. I 
personally see no deficiencies in the way this 
township has been run or is currently being 
managed. My first supporters were members 
of the township staff and many of the elected 
officials. I would not be giving my time as a 
volunteer football and baseball coach, band 
booster or serve on Canton's many boards 
if I thought Canton needed "fixing." I see 
everyday diversity and cooperation within 
this community because I am at the library 
almost daily; I'm in the township offices 
again almost daily. And coaching Canton 
kids on a daily basis. 

As a former police officer I have spoken 
with many "cops" in other departments and 
the only complaint I hear about this depart­
ment is that they have tough standards and 
some say they could not work for Canton 
because of its intensive standards. I was glad 
to hear that and complimented the chief for 
setting such high standards. 

I have gotten in hot water before while 
attending St. John major seminary in 
Plymouth by saying I thought some of the 
seminary teachers were diverse in its teach­
ing. That was interpreted as liberal so I was 
moved to a monastery in Wisconsin the fol­
lowing fall and my friend, Father Larry Z., 
was moved to Indiana. We were labeled the 
new right wing of the church. 

I hope you don't see diversity as a negative 
thing. I know I can use some more diversity 
in my life. My sister said to me last week 
that I have become more diverse in my "old 
age." She was surprised that my kids listen to 
music other than country. She was surprised 
that they played sports other than baseball, 
that they take hip hop dance classes, and like 
hip hop music, which still pains me a little. 
She was also appreciative that I have finally 
gotten over the second Vatican Council 
changes (mostly). Boy, have I come along way. 

Fred A. Bolder 
Canton 

(Fred Bolden is running for Canton Township trustee.) 

Looming 'great transformation' 
calls for knowledge of history 
Some weeks ago, I arranged to meet a friend 

at the gas station at the Grand River exit off 
1-96, just north of Brighton. As I waited, 

I watched the traffic go by: SUVs, big pickups, 
RVs. Every one of them happily guzzling gas on 
a warm spring afternoon. 

And I thought to myself: I'm watching the end 
of an era. 

That's because we are at the 
end of cheap gas (relatively 
speaking) and the lifestyle it 
made possible during the last 
century. 

Cheap petroleum has pro­
duced "exurban" communities 
like Brighton and Howell, where 
people drive 20, 30, even 40 

fillff !!£L miles each way to their jobs 
and think nothing of driving 20 
miles to Wal-Mart to shop on 

the weekends. It is a lifestyle that has produced 
enormous, elaborate new high schools. Think 
Northville, South Lyon, Walled Lake, with vast 
parking lots for the convenience of students 
— students, mind you! — driving back and forth 
to school. 

The bulldozers that produced all of this, the 
endless scrapings of the ground in outer ring 
suburban communities for new subdivisions, 
new shopping malls, new schools, new roads, 
were made possible by one thing: Gasoline that 
sold for under $2 a gallon less than 10 years ago, 
but which has marched past $4.19 even at the 
cheapest stations. 

We've built a lifestyle on cheap fuel, combined 
with low-interest rates and an expectation of 
ever-increasing home values that provided us 
with an ever-increasing home equity loan line of 
credit. 

And now that the world is changing, it is time 
to look back and assess what was happening, 
and who we have been. 

The era we are watching end involved 
an entire interconnected set of things that, 
taken together, have pretty much defined the 
American way of life ever since the end of World 
WarIL 

Jobs, for the most part, have been plentiful 
in Michigan. And if you were lucky to catch on 
with the auto industry and happened to be a 
United Auto Workers' union member, you got 
a big paycheck and gold-plated benefits. And 
with solid job security and a good pension, you 
could get that cabin Up Nprth, the boat, an all-
terrain-vehicle, all the toys. That's suddenly no 
longer true. 

As a result of the rise of industrial farming 
and federal government subsidies for beef and 
corn and rice, food was pretty cheap. Sure, fast 
food was fattening and not very good for you, 
but you could feed a family on your weekly 
paycheck and have something left over for fun. 
Anybody who's been at the supermarket lately 
knows that's changed drastically, too. 

For most of that time, people also felt, all 
things considered, that things were pretty good, 

that the country was generally on the right 
track, and that things would gradually get bet­
ter and better for Michigan families, and that 
the kids would live better lives still. 

America was the most powerful nation on 
earth and, at the same time, the moral beacon of 
hope to do the right thing, to be the shining city 
on the hill. The government that kept our Social 
Security checks coming was reasonably effec­
tive, and the social and political institutions that 
knitted our country together worked fairly well. 

Then, however, came Sept. 11, followed by 
Iraq. And Hurricane Katrina, followed by more 
Iraq. Then came a melted-down mortgage 
system and an over-extended and ethically 
challenged financial industry. Michigan was 
additionally shackled with a fiercely partisan 
political system that failed to get the important 
things done. 

Now, the signs are all around us that our 
long era of good times will never again be what 
it was. All manner of things are starting to go 
wrong, or at least fraying at the edges. My gut 
tells me they're interconnected in a complex and 
subtle pattern. 

Americans have, of course, seen massive 
transformations before. Starting in 1775, our 
revolution brought us independence from colo­
nial England and ushered in a great and suc­
cessful experiment in creating an entirely new 
system of self-government. 

The Civil War confirmed that America was 
in fact destined to be primarily an industrial 
economy, not an agricultural one, and that this 
required a strong national government. 

Finally, the frightening Great Depression 
sowed the seeds of a national safety net and the 
notion that our society, acting through our gov­
ernment, has some responsibility for each and 
everyone of us. 

Craig Ruff of Public Sector Consultants in 
Lansing is a deeply thoughtful man who knows 
something about almost everything. In a recent 
column, he suggested our nation is on the eve of 
a "great transformation." Echoing the argument 
of William Strauss and Neil Howe in their influ­
ential book The Fourth Turning: An American 
Prophecy, Ruff noted that these fundamental 
transformations take place every 70 years or so. 
Given that the modern era started in 1945, we 
are about due. 

The philosopher George Santayana once 
observed that "those who do not remember the 
past are condemned to repeat it." 

Nobody knows what future historians will 
conclude about these turbulent and contentious 
times. But it is getting clearer and clearer that 
rough waters are ahead, and we're going to need 
every bit of our historical memory and common 
sense to get through what's coming. 

Phil Power is the founder and president of The Center for 
Michigan, a think tank based in Ann Arbor. The opinions 
expressed here are Power's and do not represent the 
official views of The Center. Comments are welcome at 
ppower@thecenterformichigan.net 
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The only businesses that can purchase used jewelry 
are those that are licensed by the State. And you 

can only do it where the license is registered. 
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30 Years in Business! 

FINE JEWELRY • PANDORA • SWAROVSKI 
Located In the Westland Mall Kohl's Corridor 
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L Just put your money into a Citizens Bank 

high-yield CD to make more. That's smart. 

TO FIND THE CITIZENS BANK LOCATION NEAREST YOU, 

VISIT CITIZENSBANKING.COM OR 

CALL 

•The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) Is valid as of 7/20/08. $1,000 minimum deposit requited to open the account. Offer valid only on new 
accounts. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Offer available to individuals only and is subject to change at any time. May not be 
combined with any other certificate of deposit offer. 
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THE TIME TO BUILD OR 
D. J. Maltese Corporation 

Plymouth's Old Village 
886 N. Mill Street 

FAX: 734.737.0505 
web: cljmaltese.com 
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