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Canton High School graduate Allison Schmitt qualified for the 2008 Summer 
Olympic Games in Beijing, China, by finishing runner-up in the 200-meter 
freestyle. 

BY BRAD EMONS 

OBSERVER SPORTS WRITER 

Canton has its own version of 
a pool shark. 

It's 18-year-old Allison 
Schmitt, who earned a spot 
Wednesday night on the U.S. 
Olympic women's swim team 
with a second-place finish in 
the 200-meter freestyle, clock­
ing a personal best 1:55.92 in 
Omaha, Neb. 

Schmitt, headed next month 
to Beijing, China, will also be 
given an opportunity to swim 
a leg on the 4 x 200 freestyle 
relay, where former Livonia 

Stevenson High and University 
of Georgia All-American 
Sheila Taormina captured a 
gold medal at the 1996 Atlanta 
Summer Games. (Taormina is 
also making history of her own 
this summer competing in her 
fourth Olympic Games in the 
modern pentathlon after quali­
fying twice in the women's tri­
athlon.) 

Schmitt has made a meteoric 
rise through the world swim 
rankings after graduating a 
semester early from Canton 
High, She has been doing high-
performance training at Club 
Wolverine in Ann Arbor, the 

only high school swimmer that 
Bob Bowman, Michael Phelps' 
coach, has guided among his 
elite women's group. 

After finishing one place 
out of earning a spot Monday 
night with a third place in the 
400 freestyle, Schmitt came 
back Wednesday night at the 
Olympic Trials and quali­
fied in the 200 freestyle by 
shaving two seconds off her 
semifinal time, only to be 
edged out at the wall by the 
meet's star, Katie Hoif, of the 
North Baltimore (Md.) Aquatic 
Club. Hoffj who captured her 
third and fourth Trials events 

Wednesday night, was clocked 
in an American record time 
of 1:55.88, breaking her own 
mark of 1:56.08 set back in 
February. 

Schmitt, a 4.0 honor 
student bound for the 
University of Georgia, is a two-
time MHSAA Division 1 state 
champion in the 200- and 500-
yard freestyle for the Chiefs. 
She is the current Division 
1 state record holder in both 
events. 

For a more on Schmitt's 
memorable night, see today's 
sports section or visit www. 
hometownlife.com. 

A new era begins 
New superintendent 

hits the ground 
learning 
TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Craig Fiegel laughed out loud when 
asked if he had reservations leav­
ing his job Tuesday as superinten­
dent of a 1,900-student elementary 
district in Illinois and taking over 
Wednesday as the CEO of Plymouth-
Canton's nearly 19,000-student dis­
trict. 

"It's a little overwhelming," said 
Fiegel, the new superintendent of 
Plymouth-Canton Schools. "You 
certainly think about that as you're 
leaving familiar surroundings and 
getting hugs and tears and realizing I 
won't be back tomorrow. 

"It's felt comfortable, it's felt like 
the right time and the right place," he 
added. "It's good to stretch yourself 
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New Plymouth-Canton Schools Supt. Craig Fiegel works with executive secretary Elizabeth Adams on Thursday afternoon. 
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Rose Hance, 
of Canton, 
fills her car 
with discount 
gas Friday 
afternoon at 
the Plymouth 
Super Center 
on Ann Arbor 
Road.The 
30-cent-
per-gallon 
discount was 
courtesy of 
Living Word 
Church. For 
several hours 
a steady 
stream of 
cars twisted 
around the SuperCenter parking lot, as the congregation donated enough money to sell 
10,000 gallons of gas at the reduced price of $3.89 per gallon. Church members also helped 
customers by washing their windows. Micki Nguyen, 38, of Canton and her daughter, Ryan, 
12, were handing out church literature. "We always look for practical ways to reach out to the 
community and show in practical ways God's love," said Micki Nguyen, " i t 's about doing kind 
things for others. I don't know if people realize that doing simple acts of kindness would make 
them happy, as well." 
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Teen driver 
charged for role 
in fatal accident 

A 17-year-old Plymouth girl has been 
charged with negligent homicide, a two-year 
misdemeanor, in the April 22 crash that killed 
motorcyclist Diane Arlene Eickmeyer. 

Elizabeth Ann Koet's preliminary exam is 
scheduled for Aug. 8 and she was released on a 
$5,000 personal bond. 

Canton Sgt. Rick Pomorski said Koet was 
traveling in a minivan south on Ridge Road 
when she came to Ford Road, stopped, and 

then proceeded through the intersection. She apparently did 
not see Eickmeyer, 48, of Gregory, Michigan. 

Eickmeyer died of her injuries April 25. 
Pomorski said alcohol, drugs or speeding weren't factors in 

Former PCA 
teacher gets 

Stein 

the accident. 
Tiffany L. Parks 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Stephanie Ann Stein was sentenced to a 
minimum of three years in prison Thursday 
for having a sexual relationship with a teen­
age boy she met while she was a teacher 

at Plymouth Christian 
Academy. 

A jury found her guilty last 
month and Stein, 32, will 
serve three to 15 years on 
two counts of third-degree 
criminal sexual conduct; 
30 months to four years for 
using the Internet to com­
municate with a minor to 

commit a crime and 16 months to two years 
for one count of distributing obscene mate­
rial of a sexual nature to a minor. The sen­
tences will run concurrently. 

Stein, who has two young children, spoke 
during her sentencing hearing and apolo­
gized to the mother of the boy, now 16. 

The township woman previously rejected 
a deal from the state to serve 30 months to 
15 years in prison if she pleaded guilty to 
one count of third-degree criminal sexual 
conduct. 

"I thought justice was done,". Wayne 
County Assistant Prosecutor Lora 
Weingarden said of the sentencing. 

When addressing the court, Stein said that 
she had made mistakes and made no men­
tion of the suggestion that the teen, whose 
identity is not being published, forced him­
self on her. 

During the trial. Stein's lawyer Todd Flood 
called the teenager, who was 15 when he 
had sex with Stein, a computer hacker who 
manipulated his way into a relationship and 
said that not all rape victims resist. 

Weingarden countered that if the teenager 
was so horrible, why did Stein continue her 
interaction with him, choose names for their 
future children, Aidan for a boy and Ava for 
a girl, and wear the ring he gave her. 

"There is a reason why the state 
Legislature has drawn the line at 16 (being 
the age for sexual consent)," Weingarden 
said. "Teachers know this, they are taught 
this and they need to follow the law." 
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AROUND CANTON 

Family camp-out 

Canton's will hold its annual 
Family Camp-Out on July 
11 and 12. Area families will 
be able to spend the night in 
Heritage Park, located west 
of Canton Center Road and 
south of Cherry Hill Road. 
Participants can begin pitch­
ing tents at noon on Friday, 
July 11 around the amphithe­
ater. Activities will begin at 6 
p.m., including games, a night 
hike (bring a GPS if you own 
one), children's crafts, a climb­
ing wall, inflatable attractions 
and live entertainment. All . 
activities lead up to a movie 
under the stars featuring 
"Surfs Up," which will begin 
at dusk. Hot dogs, candy and 
refreshments will also be 
available for purchase, i 

All participating families 
should bring a family tent and 
camping equipment. Trailers 
and mobile homes are not. 
permitted. In case of severe 
inclement weather, the movie 
will be shown that evening in 
the Summit gymnasium. 

There will be a camping fee 
of $10 per tent, which includes 
wristbands that are required 
for all activities, and must 
be paid on site the day of the 
event. If you would like to 
take part in the activities and 
movie, but are not interested 
in camping-out, wristbands 
will be on sale for $3 per par­
ticipant. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 394-5460. 

Ice cream social 
Canton Leisure Services 

is inviting area residents to 
attend an ice cream social 
at the Cherry Hill School, 
located at 50440 Cherry Hill 
Road, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, July 16. 

The Canton Concert Band 
will perform during the event, 
which will feature old-fash­
ioned ice cream with topgings 
for $1 per person. This ice 
cream social is one of many 
events scheduled as part of 
a month-long celebration to 
recognize July as National 
Recreation and Parks Month. 
Pre-registration is not 
required and all ages are wel­
come. 

For more information on 
this summer celebration, visit 
leisure.canton-mi.org or call 
(734) 394-5460. 

• = * , 

appointment 

Governor Jennifer M. 
Granholm recently reappoint­
ed Canton resident Guozhen 
Lu, Ph.D., who is a tenured 
professor with the Wayne 
State University Mathematics 
Department, to the Advisory 
Council for Asian and Pacific 
American Affairs. 

The term will expire April 
30,2012. 

•*_* 
• * 

' . ' I 

& 
•Vi 

**• 

•v 

This is just a test 
Canton was one of several communities to take part in a regional water system emergency preparedness exercise 
last week to ensure the protection of the drinking water supply. Here Canton Emergency Planner Kathy Rich 
(from left), Township Engineer Tom Casari, and Municipal Services Director Tim Faas meet in Canton's Emergency 
Operations Center during the exercise, which lasted one hour and ended with a round table discussion in Dearborn 
between officials from different communities about the effectiveness of the exercise. It was part of an effort by the 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department's (DWSD) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to better prepare the region 
in the event of a major water distribution system emergency, and was a trial run for a full-scale regional exercise in 
September. The TAC has been working on procedures to improve emergency communications since the black-out of 
August 2003. "This exercise closed the first loop on communications between multiple agencies. The exercise was a 
huge success with regard to testing our capabilities to talk to one another under a stressful condition," Faas said. 

Senior Alliance golf 
outing 

The Senior Alliance will 
host its 8th annual Golf 
Classic fund-raiser on July 
25 at the Woodlands of 
Van Buren Golf Course. 
Registration is at 8 a.m., with 
a shotgun start at 9 a.m. 

The event will feature an 18-
hole scramble with golf cart, 
continental breakfast at regis­
tration, lunch at the turn, buf­
fet dinner with raffle prizes. 
Prizes will be given for longest 
drive, closest to the pin, and 
the Ficano Cup, which will be 
awarded to the winning four­
some. 

The Senior Alliance has 
been providing services such 
as meals on wheels, holiday 
meals, care management, 
'prescription drug assistance, 
MMAP (Medicare, Medicaid 
Assistance Program), chore 
services, information and 
referral and many others to 
individuals with disabilities 
and older adults in the com­
munity for over 28 years. 

There are more than 
170,000 people over the age 
of 60 that live in the Senior 
Alliance service area of 
southern and western Wayne 
County. 

For more information, call 
(734) 722-2830, e-mail info© 
tsalink.org, or visit the Senior 
Alliance Web site at www. 
aaalc.org. 

Design excellence 
nominations 

Canton's Committee for 
Community Excellence is 
currently accepting nomina­
tions for their annual Design 
excellence awards, which pro­
mote excellence in landscape, 
architectural, and environ­
mental design. The deadline 
to submit a nomination is July 
15 and all entries must include 
a street view photograph. 
Entries submitted without 
a photo will be disqualified. 
Judging will take place July 
through August and awards 
will be presented at an appre­
ciation ceremony in October. 

Nomination forms are avail­
able oh Canton's Web site 
at www.canton-mi.org, the 
Summit on the Park, Canton's 
Administration Building, and 
in the June Focus Newsletter. 
Completed forms must be sent 
to: Canton Design Excellence 
Award Attn: Amy Colligan 
1150 Canton Center Road 
South Canton, MI 48188 The 
Design Excellence Awards 
are sponsored by Canton's 
Committee for Community 
Excellence. For questions or 
more information please call 
(734) 394-5164. 

Chamber Grub Crawl. 
The Canton Chamber of 

Commerce is now selling tick­
ets for its annual Canton Grub 
Crawl, which is scheduled for 
July 22. Grub Crawl T-shirts 

are now available for pickup at 
the Chamber Office. If you're 
interested in volunteering 
your time to help out dur­
ing this event, contact Lisa 
at (734) 453-4040 or e-mail 
eventscoordinator@canton-
chamber.com. 

Memorial golf outing 
Dave and Lynn Garr of 

Canton will hold the Seventh 
Annual Vanessa Grace Garr 
Memorial Golf Outing on July 
12 at the Links of Novi. The 
outing, a memorial,to their 
daughter Vanessa, will benefit 
the Oakwood Program for 
Exceptional Families which 
is located in Allen Park and 
serves children with all types 
of disabilities. 

Vanessa passed away in 
2001 due to complications 
from cerebral palsy, a brain 
defect which occurred at 
birth. In the past six years, the 
outing has raised more than 
$150,000 for disabled chil­
dren's charities in and around 
Metro Detroit. 

"This is a wonderful organi­
zation with a truly caring staff 
that puts a lot of blood, sweat 
and tears into helping the 
children that come into their 
office," said Dave Garr of the 
Oakwood program. "In fact, 
Dr. Susan Youngs, who runs 
the program, was the only one 
of Vanessa's doctors to show 
up at her funeral. That shows 
you what kind of people they 
have there." 

The outing, which costs 
$125 per golfer or $50 for 
dinner only guests, features 
lunch, golf, dinger, three 
hours of open bar, silent and 
live auctions arid lots of door 
prizes. To support the outing 
either by playing or by con­
tributing, pleas>e contact Dave 
Garr at (734) 542-6800. 

Paul Todd concert 
Christian musician Paul 

Todd will perform one of his 
unique concerts at 7 p.m.r 
Sunday, July 13 at St. Thomas 
a'Becket Catholic Church, 

Doors open at 6 p,m. 
A critically-acclaimed and 

prolific writer, entertainer, 
composer and singer since the 
age of 14, Todd has played at 
clubs and opened for celebri­
ties including The Pointer 
Sisters, Rich Little, The Gatlin 
Brothers, and Joan Rivers. 
He wrote the theme songs 
for the Marine Corps League 
"Toys for Tots" program and 
the Make A Wish Foundation, 
which was recorded by Crystal 
Gayle. He has also contributed 
his talents to numerous chari­
ties. 

Tickets are $20 and avail­
able at the St. Thomas 
a'Becket office, 555 S. Lilley 
Road (just south of Cherry 
Hill). Todd's CDs will also be 
available for purchase at the 
show. 

For more information about 
Todd, visit his Web site at 
www.paultodd.com. 

Christmas in July 
Canton Leisure Services 

and the Canton Goodfellows 
are joining forces to coor­
dinate this year's "No Child 
Without a Christmas" project. 
To kick-off the undertaking, 
donation jugs have been setup 
at the Summit on the Park, as 
"Christmas in July - A Million 
Pennies from Heaven" collec­
tion gets underway. 

This year, donations will be 
collected in the Senior Center 
and in the Summit lobby, 
located at 46000 Summit 
Parkway, until National Make 
A Difference Day on Oct. 25. 
On this national day of doing 
good, volunteers will be on 
hand to count and sort these 
collected donations. Area 
scout troops and other organi­
zations will also be coordinat­
ing drop-off donations on this 
date. 

Last year, Canton commu­
nity groups and individuals 
donated nearly $7,000 in pen­
nies, nickels, dimes, quarters 
and paper money. 

For more information on 
this: community project, con­
tact Pat VanDusen at (734) 
394-5193 or via e-mail at 
pvanduseii@canton-mi.org. 

Salem pom golf outing 
The Salem High School 

Rockettes pom squad will be 
hosting its 8th annual golf 

outing Saturday Aug. 10 atr 

Fox Hills Golf Club, 8768 
North Territorial Road, in 
Salem Township. For addi­
tional information call Bryan 
Cornell (734) 536-2185. 

'Hello, Dol ly 'audi t ions 
The Spotlight Players will 

be hosting auditions for 
their production of "Hello, 
Dolly!" at the Village Theater 
at Cherry Hill on July 21-22 
starting at 7 p.m. (registration 
begins at 6:30 p.m.). Show 
dates are: Sep. 19-20, Sep. 
26-28, Oct. 3-5. The Village 
Theater is Icoated at 50400 
Cherry Hill Road, at the cor­
ner of Cherry Hill and Ridge 
roads in Cherry Hill Village. 

For more information, visit 
www. spotlightplayers.net. 

Farmers market 
The Bartlett-Travis property 

in Cherry Hill Village is the 
site of the Canton Farmers 
Market every Sunday from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. through Oct. 2.6. 
Admission is free. The weekly 
event features entertainment, 
as well as vendors selling fresh 
produce, baked goods, plants, 
crafts and more. For more 
information, call the market 
master at (734) 394-5323. 

John Glenn reunion 
John Glenn High School 

Class of 1988 will hold its 20 
year reunion on Saturday, 
Aug* 23 at Roma's of Garden. 
City. Tickets are $30 per per­
son. Deadline is July 31. For 
tickets and more information 
please visit the Web site jgh-
s88reunion.com. 

Grief support group 
The Sharing &? Caring 

Coffee Hour is an ongoing 
grief support group for wid­
ows and widowers hosted 
by Heartland Hospice. The 
group is held 10-11 a.m. at 
Heartland Healthcare Center, 
4701N. Lilley Road, Canton. 
The focus of the group is on 
the later stages of grief, with 
an emphasis on learning to 
live with the loss. This group 
is held the first and third 
Wednesday of the month and 
is open to anyone grieving the 
loss of a spouse. There is no 
charge. 

For information, contact 
Ann Christensen, toll-free at 
(888)973-1145. ' "" '"' 

American Legion meets 
The Plymouth American 

Legion Passage-Gayde Post 
#391 conducts its monthly 
meeting the second Thursday 
of every month at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Plymouth Knights of 
Columbus Hall on Mill (next 
to the railroad tracks) in 
Plymouth Township. 

All interested military 
veterans should contact 
Commander Mike O'Malley, 
(734) 459-7890, for more 
information. 
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NOTICE 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 

2008 RUMMER TAXES 
Summer taxes are due July 1, 2008 and payable through August 
10, 2008 without penalty. Additional information appears on the 
reverse side of your tax statement. MAKE ALL CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO: CITY OF PLYMOUTH. 

Payments can be made at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the Treasurer's office, 
temporarily located on the 2nd floor near the elevator. After hours, 
payments can be placed in the DROP BOX located in the Church 
Street lobby of City Hall or use the DROP BOX located next to the 
book return behind the Library. 

Teresa Cischke, CPFA 
City Treasurer 

Publish; July 3 and 6.2008 
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Canton Township Board 
of Trustees 

The township board will 

hold a regular meeting at 7 
p.m., on Tuesday at the Canton 
Administration Building, 
1150 S. Canton Center Road. 
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PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP SENDS OUT WATER 
QUALITY REPORT 

The Plymouth Township Water and Sewer Department has sent 
out its annual drinking water quality report to consumers. 

Among other things, the report discloses the amount of various 
materials in the water, including microbial and inorganic 
contaminants, and pesticides and herbicides. 

The annual report has been required by law since the U.S. 
Congress passed the 1996 Safe Drinking Act Amendments. 

Most of the Detroit metro area, including Plymouth Township, 
gets its drinking water from the Detroit River. The Detroit Water 
and Sewerage Department operates the water treatment facilities 
and pumping stations that supply water to the township, which 
operates the pipeline infrastructure and acts as the retailer to area 
businesses and residents. 

Residents or business owners who have not received the report 
or have 
further questions can contact the Plymouth Township Water and 
Sewer Department at (734) 354-3270. 

Publish: July 3,2008 & July 6,2008 „ _ _ „ , 

Agenda items will include: 
• Citizen citizen citation 

for Nabil Fawzi, who recently 
stopped a bank robbery. 

• Authorize sponsorship 
agreement with Huntington 
Bank, r 

• Consider increasing pur­
chase order to Heaney General 
Contractors for Lower Rouge 
River Trail head and associated 
trails project. 

• Consider increasing blan­
ket purchase orders for fleet 
services. 

• Authorize contract for pre­
liminary architectural & engi­
neering work for the renovation 
to the cell block and booking 
area at the police station. 

Canton Planning 
Commission 

The planning commission 
will meet on Monday, July 7, at 7 

p.m. on the first floor of Canton's 
Administration Building. Items 
on the agenda include: 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
• Sahota rezoning: Consider 

request to rezone from O-
1 Office to C-3 Regional 
Commercial. Property is locat­
ed north of Michigan Avenue , 
between Sheldon and Morton 
Taylor roads. 

• St. John Neumann Church 
addition: Consider request for 
site plan and special land use 
approval for a religious institu­
tion. Property is located north 
of Warren Road and west of 
Sheldon Road. 

SITE PLANS 
• Canton Center Office: 

Consider request for site plan 
approval. Property is located 
south of Joy Road and east of 
Canton Center Road-

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Plymouth District Library Board will hold its REGULAR 
July meeting Tuesday, July 15, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at 223 S. Main 
Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170. 

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids' and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tape of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon' seven (7) days notice to the Plymouth District Library. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling 
the following: 

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary 
Plymouth District Library 

223 S. Main Street 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

734-453-0750 
X217 

Publish: July 6,2008 
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Zarbo running like he's Prasad: 'On the inside, 
new kid on the block I can help Canton' 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Just consider him the new 
guy-

Karl Zarbo, who is wrapping 
up his sixth year as a Canton 
Township trustee, said he has 
approached his reelection cam­
paign as if it were his first time 
on the ballot. 

"I'm not making any assump­
tions," he said. "I am running 
as if I'm the new kid on the 
block." 

Well, the new kid that has 
helped transform Ford Road 
into a "mall without a roof." 

Zarbo, 59, is the director of 
operations for Konover South, 
which owns the Livonia Mall, 
said he has brought his profes­
sional skills to the township, 

"Collecting rent money from 
(retailers) is not dissimilar to 
collecting tax dollars*" he said. 

Zarbo was tapped to replace 
Phil LaJoy on the board for 
two years after LaJoy became 
a state representative. Before 
that, the New York native and 
22-year township resident 
was on the Canton Planning 
Commission for nine years. 

"That's Canton 101," he said 
of being on the commission. 

Zarbo, whose campaign lit­
erature promotes him as being 

Zarbo 

"instrumental 
in bringing 
$130 million in 
new investment 
to Canton in 
the last three 
years and more 
than 1,000 
jobs," said hav­
ing a hand in 

the Ford Road boom has been 
a treat. 

"All of the things done 
at malls, we are doing in 
Canton," he said, noting that 
he introduced the township to 
the International Council of 
Shopping Centers convention 
about nine years ago. "At the 
time, we were the only town­
ship going and now it's one of 
their larger growth segments." 

Zarbo, who was inspired 
to enter politics because of 
longtime Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack, is complimentary 
toward Yack and acknowledges 
the criticism that some have 
leveled at the board for its 
seemingly lack of debate and 
disagreement. 

"The way we do business is 
a little different and in a way, 
it's a back door compliment," 
he said, adding that by the time 
resolutions are voted upon, 
they have been hashed out at 
study sessions. "I don't dispute 

that we look like we have our 
ducks in a row, but I don't 
believe one person put us there 
— seven of us did." 

With Yack retiring and two 
trustee seats open, Zarbo said 
preserving some continuity on 
the board will be beneficial and 
cited business retention and 
residential retention as crucial 
elements to Qanton's future. 

In speaking with homeown­
ers, Zarbo said the condi­
tion of the township's roads 
are always a main concern 
and points to the creation 
of the Intersection Action 
Committee and 2008 Local 
Road Maintenance Program as 
successes. Being that Canton 
is a township and not a city, its 
roads belong to Wayne County 
but Zarbo has approved the 
township's financing of inter­
section improvements and road 
repairs. 

Saying that he hopes to con­
tinue his service on the board, 
Zarbo said he's committed to 
preserving Canton's quality of 
life. 

"I don't know how many 
people get to (combine) their 
work with their hobby, but I 
feel pretty fortunate," he said. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734)953-2170 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jaldhar Prasad feels he's 
been an outsider to the inner 
workings of Canton Township 
long enough and is ready to 
take an active role in the com­
munity's future as a township 
trustee. 

"If I'm on the inside, I can 
impact a situation but from 
the outside, you can't do 
much," he said, adding that 
in his 12 years in Canton he 
hasn't hesitated to call the 
office of Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack to voice a concern. 

One of the more recent 
times that Prasad, 75, con­
tacted Yack, who used to be 
his son's teacher in Wayne-
Westland schools, was during 
the relocation proposal of the 
Hindu Temple on Cherry Hill 
Road east of Canton Center. 

Prasad, who is an active 
member of the Temple, said 
he believes that comments 
made by former Planning 
Commissioner Catherine 
Johnson regarding public 
urination have no place at 
township meetings. Yack ulti­
mately asked for Johnson's 
resignation. 

"Fifty percent of my deci­
sion to run was based on that 

Prasad 

(situation)," 
said Prasad, 
a founding 
member of 
the Bhartiya 
Temple of 
Troy. "I don't 
want us to 
have contro­
versy because 
of religion." 

Prasad, who has been mar- * 
ried to his wife, Pushpa, for 
45 years, has three adult chil­
dren and is a civil engineer 
for the Detroit Water and 
Sewage Department in its 
systems control division. 

If elected to the board, the 
former Westland Rotary Club 
president, believes his career 
won't be a conflict of interest 
but an asset. 

"I'm in a unique place to 
understand the city and the 
suburbs and I think I can be 
a great help to both," he said, 
adding that he would work 
to explain water rates and 
DWSD funding to township 
residents. 

Prasad, who is the direc­
tor of the Michigan chapter 
of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, said he would 
like to work on five things if 
elected: "Encourage Friends 
of the Rouge to provide 

necessary input related to 
environmental and ecologi­
cal impact directly affecting 
the Canton Township; define 
solutions to relieve traffic 
congestion in the vicinity 
of Ford Road and Haggerty 
intersection; encourage new 
projects which will create a 
financial base for the town­
ship without any adverse 
effects on the environment or 
daily life in Canton;, improve 
the traffic flow on Palmer and 
Lotz roads and Palmer and 
Sheldon roads, and discour­
age further accumulation of 
waste material on Hannan 
Road between Michigan and 
Ecorse Road and define the 
most updated procedure for 
treating the existing waste 
material." 

Prasad, who envisions 
Canton being as prestigious 
as Birmingham, said he 
intends to go door to door 
meeting residents and is dis­
tributing his campaign litera­
ture to voters. 

"The thing that inspires me 
is that Canton is a growing 
community and you can find 
people of different ethnicities 
living beside you," he said. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2170 

SCHOOL 
FROM PAGE A1 

and do more unfamiliar things and 
grow from that." 

In his first two days, Fiegel has 
begun interviews to hire a new 
business manager and learn the 
administrative systems in place at 
P-CCS. 

"I'm not coming in with sweep­
ing changes, just learn what we do 
and why we do them," Fiegel said. 
"Realistically, you get involved right 
away, but it takes a year or two to 
truly understand all that goes on. 

"It's a big system, but there are a 

lot of good people here and they've 
been very helpfiil in helping me 
understand what we're doing," he 
added. 

As a former assistant superinten­
dent of business in Lawrence, Kan., 
where he worked on tight budgets, 
Fiegel said he understands the 
concerns from some who question 
why the Board of Education paid 
$195,000 to hire him during tough 
economic times. And he knows 
there will be many eyes watching 
to see how he handles Plymouth-
Canton, a district nearly 10 times 
the size of Evergreen Park. 

"I think time will have to prove 

that out," Fiegel said. "I'm hop­
ing they will understand the same 
things that happened in Evergreen 
Park happen in Plymouth-Canton, 
just more of the same things 
because it's larger. 

"You have some different things, 
but you see new things everywhere," 
he added. 

Fiegel said he and his wife, Lisa, 
plan to buy a home within the 
district. However, like many hom­
eowners, he will have to wait until 
he can sell his home in Illinois. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com 
(734)953-2172 
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Days A 
Week 

When you open an Interest Checking Account at 
Community Alliance Credit Union, you qualify for our 
7.00% APY* Certificate-of-Deposit! 

Open a regular or IRA Certificate-of-Deposit, with a minimum of $500 and a 
maximum of $2,000 and you'll earn 7.00% APY for 7 months. 

Visit our Livonia branch 7 days a week to open your Certificate-of-Deposit 
when it's convenient for you. 

With a minimum balance of $2,500, you'll earn interest on your checking 
account. As your balance increases, your rate increases automatically in three 
different tiers. Add the Debit/ATM card, FREE Online Banking, and Overdraft 
Protection, to make this the checking account that's right for you. 

Take advantage of this offer now because the 7-7-7 program is available for a 
limited t ime* 

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rate and term supject to change and offer can be withdrawn at any time. 
Penalty for early withdrawal, interest is paid at maturity. Other bonus offers not eligible with this program. 

EST. 1966 

Main Office 
1 Auto Club Drive 
Dearborn, Ml 48126 
(Located inside AAA Headquarters) 
313.336.1534 
800.287.0046 

COMMUNITY ALL IANCE 
CREDIT UNION 

"Vfaun Guide l b Financial S u c c e s s 

Livonia Branch 
37401 Plymouth Road 
Livonia, Ml 48150 
734.464.8079 

communityaIliancecu.org 
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Michigan Avenue 
getting its own cruise 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

What the Woodward 
Dream Cruise is to 
Woodward Avenue and 
Oakland County is what Don 
Nicholson sees his Cruisin' 
Michigan becoming. 

On July 12, the Westland 
resident plans to have cars of 
all shapes and styles cruise 
Michigan Avenue from 
Hannan Road at the Canton 
line with Wayne on the 
west to Southfield Road in 
Dearborn on the east. 

"It's two weeks after the 
Downriver Cruise and two 
weeks before the Woodward 
Dream Cruise," Nicholson 
said. "It's almost as long as 
the Dream Cruise, it's 12 1/2 
miles." 

Nicholson, through his 
Don Nicholson Enterprises, 
is organizing the cruise and 
promoting other groups that 
will put on car shows along 
the route. He has permis­
sion to use the former Wayne 
County Eloise property for 
parking Model A's and Model 
T's during the cruise. 

He also has been lining 
up sponsors for the show, 
and has Jack Demmer Ford 
in Wayne as a major auto 
sponsor. He's also working 
the chambers of commerce 
in the five communities 
— Wayne, Westland, Inkster, 
Dearborn Heights and 
Dearborn — the route goes 
through and with chari­
ties and nonprofits that he 
wants to be vendors along 
the cruise route. In an effort 
to attract the support of 
businesses, he has walked 
the entire route letting 
merchants know about the 
cruise. 

"In these economic times, 
all businesses can use a 

boost," Nicholson said. 
The cruise will be held 

from noon to 8 p.m. Cruisers 
are being asked to use to the 
outside two lanes and not 
do burnouts, according to 
the cruise Web site, www. 
cruisinmichigan.com. 

In addition to vendors and 
car shows along the route, 
Six Foot Poles will perform 
in front of the US-12 Bar & • 
Grill at 34824 W. Michigan 
Ave. in Wayne. There also 
will be a wrap-up party 
after the cruise at the US-12. 
There also will be a jazz fest 
taking place in Inkster July 
12-13. 

Nicholson has gotten the 
support of the Wayne County 
Commission which passed 
a resolution sponsored by 
Commissioners Ronaele 
Bowman, D-Westland, and 
Kevin McNamara, D-Canton 
Township. 

"This event will provide 
significant economic ben­
efits for the businesses locat­
ed along Michigan Avenue," 
Bowman said. "Local service 
organizations such as the 
Kiwanis, Rotary and other 
clubs will be able to sell 
merchandise to support their 
missions." 

"Michigan Avenue has 
a tremendous automotive 
endowment and heritage," 
McNamara said. "The corri­
dor includes the world head­
quarters of the Ford Motor 
Company and many other 
automotive facilities, facto­
ries and museums." 

Even the state has gotten 
on board. Lawmakers have 
passed a resolution declaring 
July 12 as Cruisin' Michigan 
Day. 

"We're hoping to draw in 
50,000-plus cars for the 
event. We have 400-500 
cars coming from out of 

CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS 

state for this," Nicholson 
said. "We have people com­
ing from Kentucky, Ohio and 
Indiana, and the SS Badger 
is promoting the event in 
Wisconsin." 

Nicholson is no stranger 
to car shows. He's been in 
the business for 20 years. 
He started the Burger Car 
Show, now known as Autos 
for Autism, and ran it for 
seven years for the ben­
efit the Burger' School for 
Students with Autism in 
Garden City. He now does 
a car show for the Western 
Wayne Skills Center, which 
raised $7,000 last year. He 
hopes to co-promote it with 
the cruise and raise $10,000 
for the center this year. He 
also runs the Don Nicholson 
Charity Car Show and the 
EnjoyWayne.com Charity 
Car Show. 

Nicholson also has used 
his expertise to try to raise 
money to restore the old 
Wayne Theater. The effort 
failed and the building, 
which is on westbound 
Michigan Avenue just west 
of Wayne Road, is scheduled 
to be torn down. 

"Wayne Mayor Al Hadius 
wanted to keep it around, 
that's where the cruise came 
from," Nicholson said. "This 
the inaugural event and 
there's definitely room for 
growth." 

For more information on Cruisin' 
Michigan, cruisers can call 
Nicholson at(734) 658-5296ore-
mail don@donnicholson.net. 

smason@liometownlife.com 
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U-M staff member honored 

Stacie Edington, of Canton, was one of seven 
University of Michigan College of Engineering 
staff members honored May 2 for their creativ­
ity, commitment and dedication. They received 
the 2008 Excellence in Staff Service Awards. 

Edington, the academic programs coordina­
tor in International Programs with five years 
of service at the college, earned an Excellence 
in Staff Service Award, given to staff mem­
bers who have made vital contributions to the 
College of Engineering's success. 

Local franchise wins award 
Greg Longe, co-president of Dryer Vent 

Wizard (DVW), Dry Clothes, Safe Homes, 
announced the award of Most Valuable Player to 
Larry Butteriield of Canton, a former automo­
tive engineer who services Wayne, Washtenaw, 
Lenawee and Monroe counties. The Most 
Valuable Player/Franchise of the Year is award­
ed to the local franchise who demonstrates 
exceptional customer service, growth in sales 
and willingness to help fellow franchisees. 

DVW services prevent dryer fires, keep dryers 
functioning properly and provide energy sav­
ings through dryer and dryer vent maintenance, 
cleaning, repair, replacement and alterations. 
According to Butteriield, consumer response 
to DVW services has been positive. "When con­
sumers find their dryer taking more than one 
cycle to dry a load, they assume it's mechanical 
when the real problem is lint accumulation in 
the dryer vent causing the dryer to work inef­
ficiently and become susceptible to a dryer fire," 
he said. 

According to the U.S. Fire Administration 
there are an average of 15,000 dryer fires in the 
U.S. with an approximate $88 million in prop­
erty, damage 15 deaths and 400 injuries annu­
ally. "Failure to clean" was cited as the leading 
factor contributing to clothes dryer fires in resi­
dential buildings. 

For more information call (866) 498-SAFE, 
or visit www.dryerventwizard.com. 

Kindermusik story time 
Evola Music of Canton will preview its 

Kindermusik programs with free Summer 
Story Times at local businesses. Kindermusik 
educators Karen Schanerberger and Michelle 
Shrewsbury will present interactive programs 
featuring music, movement, stories, songs, 

Vi" 

Larry Butteriield 

instrument play and the latest research on 
musically enhancing your child's development. 

Free Kindermusik Story Times are: 
• Tuesday, July 8,1:15 p.m. at Caffe Italia 

41985 Ford Road, Canton (734) 844-2255 
• Thursday, July 10,9:30 a.m. at Caribou 

Coffee 44601 Five Mile Road, Plymouth (734) 
459-4473 

• Friday, July 11,10 a.m. at Biggby Coffee , 
33328 Plymouth Road, Livonia (734) 427-0677 

• Tuesday, July 15,9:30 a.m. at Plymouth 
Coffee Bean 884 Penniman, Plymouth (734) 
454-0178 

• Thursday, July 17,1:30 p.m. at Maggie 
Moo's Treatery, 47325 Five Mile Road, 
Plymouth (734) 207-1858 

For more information, visit www.kindermusi-
katevola.com or call (734) 455-4677-

Comerica achievement award 
Canton residents Yvonne Alford, Mark 

Pierzecki, Jodi Bello and Jason Abate 
all received the Chairman's Outstanding 
Achievement Award from Comerica Bank. 
Chairman Award recipients are honored for 
making outstanding contributions to Comerica 
in the areas of connectivity, leadership, quality 
excellence and sales performance. 

Alford, vice president and manager of insur­
ance operations at Comerica, joined Comerica 
in 2006. Pierzecki, vice president and lender 
of Healthcare & Education at Comerica, joined 
Comerica in 1998. 

Bello, vice president and private banker at 
Comerica, joined Comerica in 1997- Abate, 
vice president at Comerica, joined Comerica in 
2004. Each received $5,000 and one week of 
paid vacation, and they will be recognized at a 
special dinner. 

k 
Main Street Bank has Sizzling Hot Rates! 

Ask about our 12 Month CD Special 

Call or stop in today! 
Northville 

133 W. Main Street 
248-449-3700 

Plymouth 
706 S. Main Street 

734-354'92oo 

www.mainstreetbank.net 

B A N K 

*Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as of 0 7 / 1 / 0 8 . The rates will be determined on the date 
you open your account. These rates may change any time without prior notice. The Certificate of 
Deposit must be opened with a minimum $10,000 or greater with a maximum of $99,000. Deposit 
must be at least half new money (money not already on deposit at MSB). Penalties may be 
imposed for early withdrawal. Member FDIC. 
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Peapie with dteabUities one 

Becoming- mwe independent 

2007 Key Contributors 
PLATINUM 

Johnson Controls, Inc. 

GOLD 
Automotive Components Holdings, LLC 

Comcast • DTE Energy • Ford Motor Company 
General Motors • Shiloh Industries, Inc. 

UAW Local 845-Unisys 
United Parcel Service • Visteon Corporation 

SILVER 
Community Financial 

Federal Mogul Technical Center 
Freudenberg NOK General Partnership 

Metaldyne • Robert Bosch, LLC 

BRONZE 
Associated Spring • AT&T 

Bank of America • Blackwell Ford 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of MI 

Bob Jeannotte Pontiac 
Chrysler • Chase Bank • City of Plymouth 

Comerica Bank * Consumers Energy 
Engineered Custom Lubricants 

Fedex Supply Chain Services • Flint Group 
Fox Hills Golf & Banquet Center 

Hines Park Lincoln-Mercury 
Huron Valley Ambulance 

Ilmor Engineering • JTEKT North America 
Key Plastics • Koyo Corporation of USA 

Kroger Stores #670, #671, #703 
Link Engineering • Lowe's #1847 • Merck 

Meijer #32 • National City Bank 
Northwest Airlines • Pfizer 

New Liberty Bank • Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Plymouth Rotary Foundation 

Plymouth Township • Raymond James 
Kofin Sinar, Inc. • SKF • Spartan Stores 

State of Michigan Employees 
Target • Tram, Inc. • Yazaki 

This ad sponsored by 

www.cfcu.org ' ' 
Locations: 

500 S. Harvey, Plymouth • 6355 N. Canton Center, .Canton 
47463 Michigan Avenue, Canton 
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Workin' on some night moves 
Couple briiig Bob Seger's wheels to Grand Cruise 

BY SUE BUCK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The song Night Moves 
has a special meaning for 
Farmington Hills residents 
Dennis and Mary Koss. 

Their 1961 Pontiac Catalina 
Convertible bears a front 
license plate with the song 
title, which is only appropri­
ate considering where they 
acquired the car. 

"We just bought the car from 
Bob Seger," Dennis said. 

Night Moves is the title song 
from the ninth album by Ann 
Arbor rocker Bob Seger & The 
Silver Bullet Band, released in 
1976. 

"We have loved Seger forever 
and loved the car," Dennis 
said. "We had to get it." 

Mary loves the fact that she 
sits in the same seat where 
Seger sat. 

"It feels really good," she 
said. 

She also loves that the car 
has an automatic transmission 
because she can't drive a car 
with a "stick," a manual trans­
mission. 

But, best of all, the car 
brings back memories. 

"This brings you right back 
to your youth," Mary said. 

"We had cars just like this 
from the time we started dat­
ing," Dennis said. "We had a 
1966 Pontiac GTO when we 
dated." 

The Kosses are regulars at 
the Cruisin' The Grand Cruise-
In Car Show. 

Every Monday they head 
out for the show that starts 
at 5 p.m. and goes until 
dusk. The show will continue 
through September on Grand 
River, east of Farmington. 

In addition to the Seger 
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Mike Abraham of Redford takes a look under the hood as he walks along the cars on display during the C 
Grand Cruise-in Car Show Monday night. 

•HBHnSr 

Wfr * 

« 

i 

" * * 

•*§£; Ss 
j ^ ^ B M f t B H 

„. •"% 

Car enthusiasts s t ro l l among the classic cars on display during the Cruisin' 
the Grand Cruise-in Car Show held Monday night In the Village Commons 
parking lot in Farmington. 

Catalina, The Kosses also, 
own a Royal Pontiac Bobcat. 
They keep the classic cars in a 
heated garage. 

For their daily jaunts around 
town, they drive twin, silver 
2008 Hummers. 

The June 30 show featured 
live entertainment by The 
Copycats who played '60s and 
'70s rock and pop hits. 

The cover band is known 
for its harmonies. They fea­
ture everything from Johnny 
Cash to Led Zeppelin to The 
Beatles. 

The show is located in front 
of Bellacino's on Grand River. 

n«. „'< 

1 Marian 
1948 
t ie Cruisin' 
Show 

1 ton. 

Bellacino's co-owners Joe 
Takla, a Farmington resident, 
and Keith Valcom, a Plymouth 
resident, have helped to orga­
nize the show with Harvey 
Ettinger, who invites the car 
owners to participate. 

The restaurant offers 15 per­
cent off the food bills of those 
who participate and come in 
for dinner. 

"The show is good for all the 
tenants in this plaza," Takla 
said. "It's great to see the com­
munity stopping by to see the 
old cars and to see the parking 
lot full. It's a good time. You 
see all ages." 

Spectators browse the rows of classic cars during the Cruisin' the Grand 
Cruise-in Car Show Monday night. 

r 
THINKING ABOUT... Our 34th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8m MIDDLEBELT* LIVONIA 

(734)525-1930 
Quietest Units • kManie Pricing • £7 Financing 

Quality Installation • Extended Warranties 

FREE ESTIMATES^ 

f ACCESSORIES ̂  f 34 Yeais of Trust^ f Service Savings "^ 

AwrowKftw tKrerfis/rsoffODd" 

FREE! ii FREE! ii FREE! 
ii 

| LnoiHCItrMrCteusr | j 

-er - | | oral 

0NI|Hea(!it|9riMMg| 

I I SERVICE CALL 

.iaj 

II n D l E W E M 
73W2MW3 | 

FarEs snd labor extra. 

I 

I 
734-525-1930 | 

...r. ituslbepnsfliWattaoiKsira ' 
J V ^ CantiSlieirt'iBdrttteoflers Mi 

ike's 
38000 Ann Arbor Rd. 
Livonia 
(734) 464-0330 i 

OPSN 
MON.-5AT. 

9-9 
SUN. 
9-7 

Your Meaf & Delt / ' - > 
Supermarket ' .-•-* ;" 

\fM^r^mm\ 
g/ttAm 

SALE VALID JULY 7 - JULY 13 

\ 

CHUCK 
Family Pack 

USDA Boneless USDA Boneless A A f l A 

SIRLOIN 9^99 
STEAK 4 

r Lean Boneless 

. DELMONIGO 
PORK ROAST 

Fresh Grade A A • I i i 

SPLIT B.B.Q. 5 | 1 9 
FRYER HALVES 

THE PELEE ISLAND FERRY 
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Dr. Yasser Awaad is a pediatric neurologist who was 
employed by Oakwood Healthcare, Inc. until 2007. 
Since Dr. Awaad left Oakwood, the law offices of 
Benner & Foran have been retained by a large number 
of parents who believe their children were 
misdiagnosed with epilepsy and/or seizures by Dr. 
Awaad. If you think your child or children may have 
been misdiagnosed with epilepsy/seizures by Dr. 
Yasser Awaad, please contact the law offices of Benner 
& Foran for a free, no obligation consultation. 

Toll Free: 1 -866-737-5544 
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Some place like home 
Ozzie compares Plymouth t o his own B.C. t own 

BYTONYBRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Detroit Red Wings goalie 
Chris Osgood said living in 
Plymouth reminds him of the 
small British Columbia town 
in the Rocky Mountains he 
grew up in, only bigger. 

"It feels like home in 
Canada," Osgood said, getting 
some recuperating time after 
weeks of activity following 
the Red Wings' Stanley Cup 
victory. "It has the same old 
streets with big trees hanging 
over them, like in Medicine 
Hat; lots of parks with kids' 
playgrounds; you can walk 
downtown and the school 
(Bird Elementary, where one 
of his two children attends) is 
close. And the downtown is 

THE OSGOOD FILE 
Who: Chris Osgood 
Job: Detroit Red Wings goalie 
Where: Lives in Plymouth with 
wife, Jenna, and daughters 
Mackenzie and Sydney 
Notable: Three-time Stanley Cup 
champion 
Home cooking: Osgood favor­
ably compares Plymouth with 
the small, British Columbia town 
he grew up in 

CANTON CINEMA 

UALITY 
THEATERS 

Tfctot Kiosk & Tickets OnHne 

www.GQTI.cem 

H-FBlSaJH',1 

DETROIT'S BEST 

MOVIE DEAL 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

BIG SCREENS $4.00 AUSEATS 

EXCEPT ADULT EVE. * 7 • 5 0 

Freo drink (d i l l s S 2Se coin lel i l ls 

SHOWTIMES 7/4 - 7/10 O No passes 

KIDS SUMMER MOVIES 
Every Monday tnru Friday at 10:30 am 

ft M 7/7-7/11 
| ALVINANDTHE 

ALL SEATS CHIPMUNKS (PG) 

O KIT KITTREDDE: AH AMERICAN GIRL (G) 
12:30,2:35,4:40,6:45,8:50 
FRI/SAT US 10:55 
©WALL* E (G) 
11:00,12:00,1:30, 2:30, 4:00, 5:00, 6:30, 
7:20, 9:00, 9:40 
FRI/SATLS 11:30,12:00 
O WANTED (R) 
11:45,2:10,4:35,7:00,9:25 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
THE LOVE GURU <PG-i 3) 
9:15 FRI/SATLS 11:20 
GET SMART (PG-13) 
11:50,2:15,4:40,7:05,9:30 
FRI/SATLS 11:55 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG-13) 
11:55,2:25,4:55,7:25,9:55 
KUtiG FU PANDA (PG) 
11:30,2:00,4:30,6:45 

20oz .DRINK 
with S2.7B purcria 

of 46oz. bag of buttery popcorn 
- • scnttn ormna &»J 

nice here. 
"This is the best area 

I've lived in around here," 
added Osgood, 35, who has 
lived in Farmington Hills, 
Birmingham and Northville. 
"Plymouth has a lot of char­
acter." 

As a three-time Stanley 
Cup champion, one might fig­
ure the well-known Osgood 
would be recognized so much 
it might be better to just stay 
at home rather than never 
having a moment away from 
well-wishers and those seek­
ing autographs. 

"People here generally leave 
me alone," Osgood said. "After 
we won the Cup, they were 
all fired up. My neighbor put 
sheets on the house and there 
was a Stanley Cup with lights 
around it. It was a crazy time, 
but that's good, I didn't mind 
it." 

In fact, the soft-spoken 

goalie said he likes to get out 
and play golf at Fox Hills and 
spend time downtown fre­
quenting Sean O'Callaghan's 
Irish Pub, the Penn Grille and 
Jimmy Johns. 

Osgood's wife, Jenna — 
who grew up in Westland and 
admits to being one of those 
teenagers who used to grid­
lock downtown while cruising 
Main Street — agreed they 
live in relative obscurity. 

"A lot of people know where 
we live, but it's really awe­
some, no one really bothers -
us," said Jenna Osgood, 38. 
"Plymouth is very family-
oriented, and that's what we 
wanted when we moved here. 
Even when Chris picks up the 
kids, he's just like a normal 
guy. 

"Of course, as soon as the 
banner was put on our house 
with 'Way to go Stanley Cup 
Champs,' everybody knew 
where we lived," she added. 
"People drive by and beep, 
and then get disappointed 
when it's just me." 

The Osgoods like being the 
neighbor next door, and more 
times than not there are kids 
in and out of the huge back­
yard that borders Tonquish 
Creek, where there's a tennis 
court-turned-hockey rink. 

"It never really stays cold 
for a long period of time to 
keep it an ice rink," Chris 
Osgood said. "The kids who 
come can't skate anyway, so I 
just leave it like this so every-

A Bank you can call your own 

Chris Osgood, in the backyard of his Plymouth home. 

body can play. 
"Sometimes we have tour­

naments, but I don't play," he 
added. "The neighbor kids 
play, that's what it's for." 

For his relaxation, Chris 
has a small cabin next to the 
rink with refrigerators, a flat-
screen television and a wood 
stove. 

"In the winter, I put wood 
in the stove and light it up, 
relax and watch Hockey Night 
in Canada," he said. 

Jenna and Chris met about 
10 years ago in Farmington 
Hills after being introduced 
by a roommate of Jenna's. 

"I really wasn't into hockey 
at the time," Jenna said. "But 
now I love it and I watch a 
different game. I don't watch 
in the center, like most peo­
ple. I watch goalie and goalie. 
Even the defensemen's wives 
watch the game differently... 
you focus on the position." 

The Osgoods' basement is 
decorated with Red Wings 
memorabilia, and there's a 
"bubble" hockey game. 

"When we met, the first 
three games I played Chris, I 
beat him," Jenna is quick to 
point out. 

In the off-season, there is 
plenty of time to spend with 
their two children — 7-year-
old Mackenzie and 3~year-old 
Sydney — who, as most kids, 
like playing at the fountain in 
Kellogg Park. 

"When Chris is gone and 
I'm trying to be creative with 
stuff to do, they just want to 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Red Wings goalie 
Chris Osgood, 
with wife Jenna 
and daughters 
Mackenzie and 
Sydney, said 
Plymouth is 
comparable to 
Medicine Hat, his 
British Columbia 
hometown. 

go to the park," Jenna said. 
"And they like Gabriala's 
because they love Webkjnz. 
And we just love Music in the 
Park." 

Chris said he likes spending 
time in the backyard with his 
girls, with as much attention 
as they will afford him. 

"We play.soccer and kick 
ball, I teach them how to play 
hockey," he said. "After about 
a half-hour, though, they want 
to do girl things and resort 
back to the fort and play with 
their dolls or play in their cars 
... or in the creek." 

Mackenzie is just learn­
ing hockey, and Sydney is 
too young to understand her 
dad is a three-time Stanley 
Cup champ. That's OK with 
Osgood. 

"It's good, maybe they can 
do their own thing," he said. 
"As long as they have fun 
when they go to the games, 
that's all that matters to me. 
Mackenzie did know what 
was going on in the playoffs, 
she was fired up. She talked 
to the kids at school about 
it and thinks it's pretty cool, 
now." 

A classical Indian 
dance performance 
Lavanya Rao, who graduated from 
Salem High school last month and 
will be attending University Of 
Illinois - Urbana Champaign in the 
fall, performed an Indian classical 
dance called Bharatanatyam on 
June 28, at Washtenaw Community 
CollegeStt8217;s Towsley Auditorium. 
Her solo performance was the 
culmination of her graduation from her 
dance school, and she was awarded 
a graduation certificate by her 
teacher, Roopa Shyamasundara. She 
performed along with live musicians 
from India. She danced 10 items which 
tested her skills in different technical 
areas. Lavanya was a president of the 
National Honor Society at her school 
and vice-president of student congress 
among other activities. 

Member PDIC 

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 4.02% for our 18-month Certificate of Deposit is accurate as of the date of publication. 
fortes available for certificates of $500 to $500,000. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. Offer good for a limited time 
only. Please call for details. No brokered deposits. 

An exceptional home-like st ttiiii for At tne Alot1 

Memory Impaired, Frail/Recoverini i n/ AL lh um r*n -ukiit* 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
-On Call Nurse Practitioner 
•Planned Activities 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 
-Medication Management 
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
-incontinence Management 
•Beauty & Barber Shop 
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OUR VIEWS 

Time running out 
to vote 

Who among us hasn't griped at one time or another 
about our political leadership, whether it be at the local, 
state or federal level? 

When things aren't going well economically, or when 
government does something you don't agree with, our 
elected leaders are easy targets, and sometimes they 
deserve to be. In such cases, "Throw the bums out," is a 
general consensus. 

In some places around the globe, in Zimbabwe for 
example, there is nothing that can be done about cor­
rupt or incompetent government officials -— save for a 
military coup. 

Fortunately, in our style of government, we don't have 
to take up arms to install new political leaders. We elect 
them in the voting booth. It is a right that countless 
soldiers have fought to maintain for all Americans — a 
pertinent point considering there are American soldiers 
engaged in two wars as you read this. 

Unfortunately, not enough Americans take advantage 
of that right. Too many of us stay home during elec­
tions, and therefore have no say about the people who 
ultimately dictate the policies that govern much of our 
lives. 

The Aug. 5 primary election is quickly approaching. 
Depending on where you live, the election will deter­
mine many important local and state races. If you are 
not registered to vote, it is not too late to participate in 
the election. But you don't have much time. The dead­
line to register is tomorrow (July 7)- You can do so at 
all Secretary of State branches or at your local clerk's 
office. 

To register, you must be at least 18 years old by Aug. 
5 and be a U.S. citizen, You must also be a resident of 
Michigan and of the city or township in which you wish 
to register. 

Additional voting information is available on the 
Department of State Web site at www.Michigan.gov/sos. 
Michigan residents can also visit the Michigan Voter 
Information Center at www.Michigan.gov/vote, where 
they can find information on voting by absentee ballot, 
using voting equipment and contacting their local clerk. 
The site also includes maps to local polling places. 

If you're not registered, don't miss this opportunity 
to be a participating member in our democracy. It isn't 
enough to complain about the leaders you don't like. 
Voting speaks so much louder. 

provide value to Canton's quality of life 

Linda J . Obrec 

Earlijer this spring, my fourth-grader 
looked up at me with that loving 
pur.ipy face he uses when he really 

wants something and asked, "Mom, do you 
care if J fail my music test?" 

"What," I gasped in hor­
ror. "Why would you think 
music is not important?" 

"All the other parents 
said they didn't care if 
their kids flunked the 
test," he said. "Besides, 
music should be free. It 
should be-something you 
do to take a break from 
math, not something you 
have to take a test on." 

Of course, I followed up by asking him 
when The had a chance to talk with all his 
classmate's parents to find out their kids 
were told they could fail the test. Then 
we hâ d a discussion of the importance of 
the arts. But my immediate reaction was 
to think what a shame it is that some of 
us may still have a mentality that the arts 
don't add value. 

When the Commission for Culture, 
Arts and Heritage was first formed four 
years, ago, I jumped at the chance to be 
appointed to the group. I am also a charter 
member of the Canton Partnership For 
The Arts and recently studied the econom­
ic impact of the arts on local economies 
thro ugh the Leadership Detroit program. 

When considering the impact and value 
of arts in Canton, we could consider facts 
published by experts in the arts and eco­
nomic development industries, including 
Detroit Renaissance, U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, National Education Association, 
Angelou Economics, Michigan Future 
Inc.,, Cultural Alliance of Southeastern 
Michigan and the College for Creative 
Studies. Here are just a few fast facts for 

us to keep in mind: 
• In general, children experience a posi­

tive correlation between grade-point aver­
age and the inclusion of the arts in their 
studies. 

• The most valued resource to economic 
growth is talented people. That means 
people who are educated and creative 
(creative meaning a way of thinking, not 
necessarily artistic). 

• The greatest predictor of our own 
economic prosperity is the attraction and 
retention of talent. 

• In Michigan, the economic impact of 
the arts is about $2 billion annually. This 
is more than is generated by professional 
sports, including years when we have the 
Super Bowl or All-Star Game in town. 

• Cultural tourism is a major part of 
Michigan's $65.7 million in annual tour­
ism revenue, because cultural tourists 
spend more and stay longer. 

• Creative jobs are a huge opportunity 
for economic growth in our region. Detroit 
ranks ninth nationally in the total number 
of artists in the labor force, and has the 
sixth highest number of designers of all 
U.S. cities with strengths in advertising, 
media, and design. 

So how can we quantify a piece of this 
value for our little township of Canton and 
what can a resident do to help? There are 
three easy things we can all do. 

First, please complete an audience sur­
vey if you are approached at any event this 
year in Canton. Through Canton Township 
Leisure Services, the Commission for 
Culture, Arts and Heritage has contracted 
with Americans For the Arts to study the 
arts and economic prosperity in our local 
economy. Approximately 1,000 people will 
be randomly interviewed at various events 
throughout the year. The datp. will then be 
analyzed using a proven national model 

_ _ _ _ _ 

and the value of arts will be quantified for 
Canton. 

Second, vote for pro-arts candidates this 
election year. Ask the candidates you are 
considering voting for how they value the 
arts in Canton. This means public art, per­
forming arts and visuals arts everywhere 
around us. And yes, some of the arts we 
enjoy do receive a tiny fraction of tax rev­
enue consistent with most townships and 
cities that provide high-quality programs 
and venues. 
• Third, help preserve our home values by 
supporting the arts. Long-time residents 
of Canton may remember the high vacancy 
rates during the economic downturn of 
the early 1980s. Perhaps the development 
of arts and culture in Canton has helped 
families decide to stay in Canton because 
this is a better place to live than elsewhere. 

Finally, let's ask ourselves what the value 
of the arts is in our own personal lives. 
Can we honestly say to ourselves that the 
painted bowling pins along Ford Road 
didn't welcome 44,000 women bowlers 
and encourage their credit cards to jump 
out of their purses? Can anyone walk in 
front of The Village Theater and not feel 
a sense of community pride? Doesn't it 
cause a smile inside when our evening 
walk takes us by an open window with 
the sounds of a youngster practicing an 
instrument? 

All these experiences of the arts and 
more is the foundation that creates a sense 
of connection and belonging we all want 
to feel while living in our little township of 
Canton. 

Linda J. Obrec is a Canton resident and president 
of Front Line Resources, Inc. of Canton. She is also 
a member of Canton's Commission for Culture, 
Arts and Heritage and can be reached via e-mail at 
obrec@comcast.net. 

Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm 
Send correspondence to RO. Box 
30013, Lansing, Ml 48909, or call 
Constituent Services at (517) 335-
7858. The fax number Is (517) 335-
6363. 

U.S. Sen. Carl Levin 
His Washington, D.C. mailing address 
i,'$ 269 Russell Office Building, U.S. 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-2202. 

Call him at (202) 224-6221. The fax 
number is (202) 224-1388. He also 
has offices in Patrick V. McNamara 
Federal Building, 477 Michigan Ave., 
Room 1860, in Detroit. The local phone 
number is (313) 226-6020, TTY (800) 
851-0030 and fax at (313) 226-6948. 

He also has a Web site - levin.sen ate. 
gov. 

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow 
In Washington, D.C, the address 
is 133 Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D,C. 20510. Call her 

there at (202) 224-4822, TTY (202) 
224-2066, or e-mail her at senator® 
stabenow.senate.gov. 
In Detroit, her office is at 243 W. 
Congress, Suite 550. Call (313) 961-
4330. She also has a Web site - stabe-
now.senate.gov. 
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CHASE WHAT MATTERS 

Restrictions and limitations apply, Rates, program ierms and conditions subject to change daily without notice. All offers require a new or existing Chase persona! 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ checking account and some offers require that Ihe correct corresponding checking account must be maintained at Chase in order to maintain the benefit 
V a n f or discount Benefits or discounts will no longer apply if, at any time, the checking account is closed (except for mortgage, home equity linej and student 
^ ^ ^ J loan offers). Offers cannot be combined with any other promotional offer or program, are not transferable and are not available in all states, Accounts) 
EOUAIHOUSING subject to approval. Credit cards are issued by Chase Bank USA, NA Deposit products provided by JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA Member FDIC. 
LENDER e 2008 JPMorgan Chase S Co, 
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Co-signing for a loan could 
have serious consequences 

The Book Cellar 
840 W.Ann Arbor Trail 

In downtown Plymouth 
Hours: Mon.-Trtur. 10-7, 

Fri.S Sat. 10-9, Sun. 11-5. 

(734) 455-2665 JMS 

Dear Rick: I've been asked 
to co-sign a loan for my 
nephew. I'm concerned about 
my responsibility on the 
loan. My nephew says I don't 
have to worry because if he 
can't repay the loan he'd file 
for bankruptcy and there's 
nothing that the bank could 
do. What do you think? 

This is one of those situa-

VOtl OHwircless 

Save up to $100 on our newest 3G phones. 

J 

Motorola MOTOW755 

> Getturn-by-turn directions with 
VZ Navigator - Traffic Fnhancea 

599.99 2-yr. price - $50 matHn rebate. 

With new 2-yr. activation. 

LG VOyil fJ T 

Verizon Wireless Exclusive 
> Browse- th? Web and c^et< er^n-

> Download and listen to tunes 
on the go v\ ith V CAST Music 

$199 99 2-yr prke - $50 mail-in rebate With new 2-yr 
activation Requires a Nationwide Calling Plan 

*«w LGDARE™ 

Verizon Wireless Exclusive 
> On-screen fuji QWERTY keyboard 
> Gefturn-foy-turn GPS directions wi th 

VH Navigator^-Traff ic Enhanced 

>ioo 
$249,99 2-yr. price - $50 faaiMn. rebate. With Dew 2-yr, 

activation. Requires a NationwideCalling Plan. 

Switch to America's Most Wireless Network 

> Smallest, lightest Palm8 smartphone 

>To j ch screen display 

> Full QWERTY keyboard 

$16999 2 yr pr ice- $70maiMrt rebate. 

With new 2-yr activation. 

Plus, buy ANY phone 
$29.99 or higher 
$79.99 2-yr. price - S50 mail-in rebate. 

%3t\ 
Motorola W385 camera phones. 
With new 2-yr. activation per phone. 

r ; : : 

^mz 1.877.2BUY.VZW any store 
VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prim, models f i< return policy vary by location, 

Authorized Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation fees. 

f ^ ALLEN PARK 
3128FairlaneDr., 
Fairlane Green 
313-271-9255 

AUBURN HILLS 
Great Lakes 
Crossing Mali 
248-253-1799 

BRIGHTON 
8159 Challis, Ste.C 
(offGrand River, 
in front ofTarget) 
810-225-4789 

CANTON 
42447 Ford Rd. 
(corner of Ford& 
LilleyRds.; Canton Corners) 
734-844-0481 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP 
i 17370 Hall Rd. 
' (Partr idge Creek Mall) 

586-228-4977 

DEARBORN 
24417 Ford Rd. 
(just west of Telegraph) 
313-278-4491 

FairlaneMall 
(3rd floor next to Sears) 
313-441-0168 

DETROIT 
14126 Woodward 
(Model T Plaza) 
313-869-7392 

^ 300 Renaissance Center 
' (level 1 between 

towers 200 & 300) 
313-567-4055 

IN COMABOSAT10N VKITti 

Alcatel'Lucent 

FARMINGTOfJ HILLS 
31011 Orchard Lake Rd. 
(southwest corner of Orchard Lake 
Rd. & 14 Mile Rd.} 
248-538-9900 

FENTON 
17245 Silver Pkwy. 
(in the Sears Plaza) 
810-629-2733 

FT. GRATIOT 
412924thAve. 
810-385-1231 

LAKE ORION 
2531S. Lapeer Rd. 
(Orion Mall2 miles 
north of the Palace) 
248-393-6800 

LIVONIA 
29523 Plymouth Rd. 
(atMiddlebelt) 
734-513-9077 

MONROE 
2161 Mall Rd. 
(in front of Kohl's) 
734-241-4099 

NORTHVILLE 
Three Generations Plaza 
20580 Haggerty Rd. 
734-779-0148 

NOV! 
4302512 Mile fid. 
(Twelve Oaks Service Dr. 
north of Sears] 
248-305-6600 

Twelve Oaks Mall 
(lower level play area) 

P0NTIAC/WATERF0RD 
454TelegraphRd. 
(across from Summit 
Place Mall) 
248-335-9900 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
3035 S. Rochester Rd. 
(at Auburn Rd.) 
248-853-0550 

ROYALOAK 
31941 Woodward Ave. 
(at Normandy] 
248-549-4177 

. ST. CLAIR SHORES 
26401 Harper Ave. 
(at 101/2 Mile) 
586-777-4010 

SOUTKFIELD 
28117TeiegraphRd. 
(south of 12 Mile Rd.) 
248-358-370(1 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
45111 ParkAve. 
(M-59&M-53, 
Dtica Park Plaza) 
586-997-6500 

Lakeside Mall 
(lower level, Sears court) 

TAYLOR 
23495 Eureka Rd. 
(across from 
Southland Mail) 
734-287-1770 

TROY 
1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. 
(Troy Sports Center) 
248-526-0040 

Oakland Mall 
(inside main entrance, 
next to food court) 

i WARREN 
5745 Twelve Mile Rd„ 
Heritage Village 
586-578-0955 

WESTLAND 
35105 Warren Rd. 
(southwest corner 
of Warren & Wayne Rds.) 
734-722-7330 

OR VISIT THE 
VERIZON WIRELESS 
STORE AT 
CIRCUIT CITY 
AUBURN HILLS 

NEW! 
BLOOMEIELDTOWNSHIP 

BRIGHTON 
DEARBORN 
LAKESIDE 

NEW! 
MAOISM HEIGHTS 

NOVI 

NEW 
ROCHESTER HILLS 

ROSEVILLE 
TAYLOR 
TROY 
WESTLAND 

Free Handset Software Upgrade! 

See store for Return/Exchange Policy. 
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CANTON 
CeflularandMore 
734-404-0191 
734-981-7440 

CLARKSTON 
Cellufar Technologies 
248-625-1201 

CLAWSON 
Communications USA 
248-280-6390 

COMMERCE 
Cellular Source 
248-360-9400 

Wireless Tomorrow 
248-669-1200 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
Cellular City 
248-848-8800 

FERNDALE 
Communications USA 
248-542-5200 

FT. GRATIOT 
Wireless Solutions 
810-385-3400 

GROSSEPOINTE 
Authorized Cellular 
313-417-1000 

LIVONIA 
Multilinks 
248-444-6440 

MACOMB 
Authorized Cellular 
536-566-8555 

MONROE 
28 Mobile 
734-240-0388 

' , ' i 

Herkimer Radio 
734-242-0806 

Herkimer Two 
734-384-700 S 

MT CLEMENS: 
Authorized Cellular 
586-468-730CI 

OXFORD 
Wireless Network 
248-628-8400 

PLYMOUTH 
20/20 Communications 
734-456-3200 

Wireless USA 
734-414-9510 

ROSEVILLE 
Authorized Cellular 
586-293-6664 

ROYALOAK 
Cellular Cellutiions 
248-582-1100 

Fusion Communications 
248-549-7700 

SOUTH LYON 
Cell City 
248-587-1100 

SOUTHFIELD 
Wireless USA 
248-395-2222 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 
586-795-8610 

Wireless Network 
586-997-1777 

TROY 
The Wireless Shop 
248-458-1111 

UT1CA 
Mobile2Mobile 
Wireless 
586-739-9977 

WARREN 
Multilinks 
586-497-9800 

Wireless Network 
586-573-7599 

WESTBLOOMFIELD 
GlobalWireless 
248-681-7200 

WIXOM 
Auto One 
248-960-0500 

W A L * M A R T 
Unliable In select locations. 

Official Wireless Provider 
of the Detroit Tigers. 

t*iwJ*hqreOr 
?s 
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Activation fee/line. $35 ($25 for secondary Family ShafePlan lines w 2 yr Agmts). 

tions where a 
little knowl­
edge can cause 
lots of trouble. 
Your nephew 
is correct. The 
bank's options 
against him 
are limited. 
However, if he 
thinks it won't 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & tredit approval. Up to $175early termination fee/line Mother charges &S1.99/M6 find. Mobile Web ads). VCAST Music: Per song charges reqU airtime may apply for downloads. Offersand 
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impact you 
if he files for 
bankruptcy (because he is the 
primary signature on the loan), 
he is incorrect. 

If there is a default on the 
loan and your nephew files for 
bankruptcy, the bank does not 
have to go through bankruptcy 
proceedings against your 
nephew. It can go after you for 
the full amount of the loan. 

In the majority of loan docu­
ments, there is nothing that 
requires the bank upon default 
to go after the primary debtor. 
The bank can seek to collect 
the debt directly from you. If 
that happens, you have a claim 
against your nephew. However, 
if he has filed for bankruptcy, 
you are still subject to the 
bankruptcy court's jurisdic­
tion. 

Before co-signing on a debt, 
you need to understand your 
responsibilities to the lender, 
which are typically outlined in 
the loan document. You will 
realize that those loan docu­
ments are drafted by the bank 
for the benefit of the bank. It 
is also important to recognize 
that there is a reason why the 
bank wants a co-signer. The 
individual who is borrowing 
the money, in the bank's view, 
may not have the financial 
wherewithal to repay the debt. 
It gives the bank additional 
security that the debt will be 
repaid. 

I don't recommend people 
co-sign for a loan. However, I 
do recognize that the reason 
people do co-sign for loans is 
to either help a family member 
or a friend in need. Obviously, 
we shouldn't make every deci­
sion based upon dollars and 
cents. But before you co-sign, 
consider the consequences of 
the default before signing on 
the dotted line. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
tersthometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 

Local blood 
supply at 
low levels 

The Southeastern Michigan 
Blood Services Region of the 
American Red Cross is facing 
alarmingly low blood levels 
and is struggling to meet the 
requests of local hospitals. 
Monday morning began with 5 
of the 8 blood types below mini­
mum inventory standards and 
none of zero 0-, the universal 
blood type. In order to meet 
the needs of patients in 43 local 
hospitals, the region should 
maintain a minimum three-day 
supply of all 8 blood types. 

The need for blood is sur­
passing those who are com-, 
ing to donate. In summer 
it becomes more difficult 
to reach blood donors with 
schools not in session and fam­
ilies traveling on vacation. 

Neighboring Red Cross Regions 
in Cleveland, Columbus, Fort 
Wayne, Lansing, and Toledo are 
also experiencing low blood supply 
levels. This causes concern since 
these regions are often called upon 
when the Southeastern Michigan 
Region needs assistance. 

Platelets, a component of 
blood used to help cancer 
patients, for example, are also 
needed. Platelets must be trans­
fused within 5 days of collection 
and the Red Cross depends on 
dedicated donors to continu­
ously replenish the supply. 

Eligible blood and platelet 
donors are asked to call (800) 
GIVE-LIFE or visit givelife.org tp 
find a drive. Blood donors must 
be at least 17 years old, weigh at 
least 110 pounds, be in general 
good health and present a valid 
state-issued photo ID or Red 
Cross donor card upon donation. 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://coveragemapsatverizonwireless.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://givelife.org
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seizes 
BY BRAD EMONS 

OBSERVER SPORTS WRITER 

Canton High's Allison 
Schmitt has punched her ticket 
to the 2008 Summer Olympic 
Games in Beijing, China. 

The 18-year-old swimmer 
secured her spot on the U.S. 
squad Wednesday night by fin­
ishing runner-up in the 200-
meter freestyle, touched out 
by only 0.04 seconds by Katie 
Hoff, who captured her third 
and fourth events of the U.S. 
Olympic Trials meet being held 
in Omaha, Neb. 

Hoff, a 19-year-old from 
Towson, Md. representing the 
North Baltimore Aquatic Club, 

held off the 
hard-charging 
Schmitt over 
the final 20 
meters to post 
an American 
Record time 
of 1:55.88, 
breaking her 
own mark of Schmitt 
1:56.08 set 
back in February in Columbia, 
Mo. 

Hoff built a lead over the first 
100 meters, but Schmitt closed 
the gap dramatically following . 
the turn on the final lap. 

"I think it took a lot of heart, 
it could have gone either way," 
said Hoff afterwards in a USA 

Network television interview 
with NBC's Andrea Kremer. "I 
just tried to put my head down 
and put my hand on the wall 
first." 

Representing Club 
Wolverine, Schmitt was 
clocked in 1:55.92, just 4-
lOths off Australian Laure 
Manudou's World Record time 
of 1:55.52, set in March of 
2007 in Melbourne. Schmitt 
shaved exactly two seconds off 
her semifinal heat clocking of 
1:57-92 and was seeded second 
going into the finals. 

"Tonight I was just racing, 
get to the wall first and go 
as hard as I possibly could," 
Schmitt said. "I was racing 

Katie side-by-side. I saw her 
the last 15 meters. I put my 
head down and reached for the 
wall. 

"I just went into the race 
thinking I can't control what 
others do, it's just how I place 
and finish. There's nothing I 
could do other than work as 
hard as I could and I went in 
with the attitude that I'm excit­
ed, to be here," 

Schmitt, who will also be 
ticketed to swim a leg of the 
women's 4 x 200-meter free­
style relay in Beijing, got a 
congratulatory hug afterwards 
from her parents, Ralph and 
Gail, who were in attendance 
with her two aunts, an uncle, 

and family friends. 
"We went out dinner, came 

back to the hotel and now 
I have to get ready for my 
heat tomorrow (11:30 a.m. 
Thursday) in the 100 (free­
style)," said Schmitt, who went 
55.87 (26th overall) and will 
also compete Saturday in a 50 
freestyle prelim heat. 

On Monday, the University 
of Georgia-bound Schmitt was 
seeded second going into the 
finals of the 400 freestyle and 
finished third behind Hoff 
(4:02.32) and 20-year-old Kate 
Ziegler (4:03.92) of Great Falls, 
•Va. 

Please see SCHMITT, B6 

Redford runner 
Macks qualifies 
for AAU Juniors 

BY BRAE) EMONS 

• OBSERVER SPORTS WRITER 

Redford's Daniel Macks started 
running at age 4 and quickly got 
the nickname "Bugaloo" from his 
coach Greg Dukes of the Motor 
City Track Club. 

Five years later, 9-year-old 
"Bugaloo" is still going strong, 
advancing to the 2008 AAU Junior 
Olympic Games, which will held 
throughout the Detroit area begin­
ning next month. 

Macks, who is home-schooled, 
captured a highly-contested sub-
bantam division 800-meter race 
Saturday at Southfield High School 
for his second state AAU title. 

Macks won in a photo finish 
with atime of 2:52.84, nipping 
second-place finisher and last 
year's state champion Cameron 
Cooper of Detroit, who was clocked 
in 2:53.09. It was the first time 
Macks beat his nemesis and it 
guarantees him a spot to compete 
in the AAU Junior Olympic Games 
track and field competition, which 
is scheduled to start Monday, 
July 28 at Eastern Michigan 
University's Olds-Marshall Track. 

Please see RUNNER, B6 

Daniel Macks, 9, of Redford will be 
competing in the 2008 AAU Junior 
Olympic Games. 

USA SHOOTING PHOTO 

John Zurek, a 1981 Livonia Bentley High grad, shows his form in free pistol shooting. 

ave it Iiis best sis 
'81 Livonia Bentley grad Zurek just misses Olympic berth 

BY BRAD EMONS 

OBSERVER SPORTS WRITER 

Most Olympians are well past their 
prime by the time they turn 40. 

For 44-year-old free pistol shooter 
John Zurek, Jr., he now believes he has 
enough ammunition to continue pursu­
ing his dream well into his 60s. 

Zurek, a Livonia native now residing 
in Chandler, Ariz., agonizingly finished 
one place away from pulling off an 
upset to earn a spot on the U.S. Olympic 
team, which is headed to Beijing next 
month for the 2008 Summer Games. 

Jason Turner (Rochester, N.Y.) and 
Saginaw's Daryl Szarenski, both two-
time Olympians, garnered the two avail­
able berths with the 1981 Bentley High 
grad narrowly behind in third place. 

Szarenski, who won by a razor-thin 
margin, is in the marksmanship unit 
and stationed in Fort Benning, Ga., 
which hosted the U.S. Olympic Trials in 
mid-May. 

The three-day Trials featured a total 
of 200 shots, 50 meters away while 
competitors aim for a target the size of a 
silver dollar. 
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John Zurek, formerly of Livonia, just missed 
out making the U.S. Olympic squad in free 
pistol. He currently resides in Chandler, Ariz. 

In the 10-shot finals, Zurek scored 
a 7-8 on his ninth atternpt, while 
Szarenski overhauled him with a 10.7 on 
his final shot. Shooters at the Trials are 
not notified about their final standing 

until the event is completed. 
The 6-foot-2 Zurek, who works as a 

contractor, turned in a performance 
which surprised many. He was eighth 
in air pistol at the 2004 Olympic Trials 
and took 11th in the same event dur­
ing the Trials last March in Colorado 
Springs. 

"It still hurts a month later that I was 
only 1.4 points and one shot away from 
going to the Olympics," said Zurek, 
who trains at the Phoenix Rod and Gun 
Club. "It came down to the last two 
shots. It was a good match and Daryl 
(Szarenski) had to work for it." 

Zurek's competitive gunodys-
sey began at age 16 when his mother 
Bernice, now residing in Evart, bought 
him marksmanship junior rifle for his 
16th birthday. He took an introductory 
class in smallbore rifle at the Livonia 
Sportsman's Club, which was housed 
inside Eddie Edgar Arena. 

"I did really well, we shot from the 
full-prone position," Zurek recalled. "I 
worked my way up the levels and I kept 
going back." 

Please see ZUREK, B6 

Division 1 state 
champion Garden 
City will have three 
representatives in the 
Michigan High School 
Softball Coaches 
Association All-State 
game Saturday, July 
19 at Holt H.S. (start­
ing times will be 
announced at a later 
date). 

Coach Barry 
Patterson, who guided 
the Cougars to a 32-6 
record, will be joined 
by two of his players, 
pitcher Hallie Minch 
and Kristina Susalla. 

Patterson, now in 
his 22nd season, sur­
passed the 500-victory 
plateau. 

Minch, headed to 
Madonna University, 
went 28-3 with an 
0.76 earned run aver­
age and hit .440, while 
Susalla, the senior 
class valedictorian, 
batted .419 and is 
headed to Wayne State 
as a walk-on. 

Boxing benefit 
Westland's Dynamic 

Boxing Club will 
stage its first annual 
Bowling for Boxers 
benefit starting at 7 
p.m. Friday, July 11 at 
Garden Lanes, located 
at 29145 Warren Road, 
Garden City. 

The cost for the 
fund-raiser for youth 
boxers is $25 (includes 
three games of bowling 
and shoes). 

There will be a raffle 
for prizes and a 50-50 
drawing for cash. 

Spots are limited. 
To reserve a spot, call 
Paul Soucy at (734) 
422-3277 

Plymouth's Kyle 
James Wolter was the 
Boys 9-10 age-group 
winner last week at a 
pair of Meijer Junior 
Players Tour events. 

On Tuesday, Wolter 
carded a nine-hole 
round of 42 to edge 
Canton's James Piot by 
a stroke at Tanglewood 
Country Club. 

In the Girls 13-14 
age division, Kelsey 
Murphy of Plymouth 
took first with an 18-
holeroundof91. 

Meanwhile, 
Plymouth's Brandon 
Duprey tied for run­
ner-up honors in the 
Boys 13-14 with an 18-
hole round of 80. 

On Monday, Wolter 
shot a 43 to win the 
Meijer Tour stop at 
Edgewood Country 
Club. 
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SALES* SERVICE-REPAIR 

We Sell, Install, Service & Repair 
Ail Brands and Models! 

Quality Products, Dependable 
Fast Service You Can Trust 

1™ „ J>,~~ fl Free Estimates on All Our Services! "7}* J/i'LA 14141-4'H V\\\ 
3 ® M l J ( ^ l i Prompt Work! Call Us Today at \4^^M£JS^J^W^ 

www. fami lyhea t ing .com 

S A L E S - S E R V I C E * REPAIR 

• Installed with the Same 
Quality Products 

• Dependable Fast Service 
• Reasonable Prices You Have 

Come to Trust 

• Service changes & upgrades 
• Installation of fixtures, ceiling fans, etc. 
• Wiring of hot water heaters, appliances, 

Outlets added • Interior & exterior work 

• Natural Gas Powered 
• Fully Automatic 
• Whole House 
• Stand By 

SOLD • INSTALLED • SERVICED 


