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Residents set to sacrifice for an improved Sheldon

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Township residents are
applauding Canton’s decision to
pay for road improvements that
fall under the county’s respon-
sibility.

“This is why we live in
Canton,” said Terry Dunn, who
celebrated with his neighbor,
John DiMaggio, the fact that
Sheldon Road from Cherry
Hill to Palmer roads will be
repaired and resurfaced start-
ing July 14. “We live in nice
homes and have nice (town-
ship) baildings, but we drive
down these piece of junk roads.
Some of them might as well be
gravel.”

The construction project, one
of many scheduled for this year,
is scheduled to last 28 days.
The stretch will be open to local
traffic only.

" Dunn, whe lives on Sheldon
just south of Cherry Hill Road,

{ is doing this,” he said. “These

roads have not been maintained

{ properly because the thoney is
just not there. The road fund

R i absolutely terrible and this

F FITORAPLER
A chunk of asphalt stands as a warnmq to motorists on Shelden Road, which is

set to undergo construction from Cherry Hilt to Palmer beginning July 14.

“I'm sure it’s going to be an

_inconvenience but there have
been so many patch jobs that it
doesn’t make a difference now,”

e said, noting the potholes at

department, said stretches of
Sheldon, including the one up

for rehabilitation, have been in

need of repair for more than
five years.

{ vear it will be worse than ever
8 because we had such-ahard

winter.”

Although Sheldon is a county
road, Canton is funding the
work through its 2008 Local
Road Maintenance Prograim.
The program, which is expected
1o vield about $1 million annu-
ally, was made possible after
the Township Board decreased
the Public Safety millage by
0.25 mills and increased the
general fund by 0.25 mills. The
program is designed to repair
paveraents that are not fully
deteriorated.

Todd Zilicik, Canton staff
engineer, said township offices
have received numerous calls
about problem areas on Sheldon
Road over the years and said
that the stretch from Ford to

When:
Work will start July 14, and
is expected to last 28 days
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Paimer Rd.

What you need to know: [
Sheldon, between Cherry [ -
Hill and Paimer, will only
be open te local traffic -
during construction.

Py AR S

Other roads scheduled for
improvement include sections

take place on the following
roads: Joy, Ridge and Beck. -

said he doesn't think the con-  "the edge of his driveway. “The county has no money Michigan Avenue needs repair.  of Morton Taylor, Haggerty, For more information, call
struction will be a pienie, but DiMaggio, who is retired and the state has no money for “The road is past itslife,’ he  Saltz, Lilley and Lotz. In the township offices at (734)
said it's worth the sacrifice. from Wayne County’s road roads, so it’s great that Canton  said. addition, other repairs will 394-5150. . ‘

‘Mrs. Pauli’
retires after 22
years of hugs
and stories

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Pauli Green is retired.

The concept still hasn't sunk
in for the former Plymouth-
Canton Montessori School
teacher but she expects it to hit
her in September.

“That’s when I will feel the

separation,” she says. “I think it's

going to be sad and I may find
my car driving here,”

Please see MRS. PAULL, A3

B|LL BRESLER | STAFF PHCTOGRAPHER

Pauli Green recently retired;after 22 years of teaching af the Plymouth-Canton Montessori School.
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Jazz to liven up Fo F

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The DDA is inviting the
community to celebrate
Independence Day with a bit
of color.

The Canton Color Tour Jazz
Series, which is sponsored by
the Downtown Development
Authority and Smooth Jazz
Vg8.7, will begin at 7 p.m.
Friday in the Home Depot
parking lot.

The kick-off of the third
annual series, also hosted
by Canton Leisure Services
and the Canton Chamber of
Cominerce, will feature David
Miles & Milestones.

Kathleen Salla, DDA coordi-
nator, said the family-friendly
concerts have averaged 300-
500 people in the past.

Al shows beginat 7 p.m.

Village/Bailey's
W Aug.1- Randy Scott at IKEA

Willow Creek

THE CANTON COLOR TllllllEf JAZL SERIES

W July 4 - David Miles & Milestones at Home Depot

B July 11 - Thornetta Davis at IKEA

B July 18 - John E. Lawrence at Ford and Canton Center at Centre
W July 25 - The Kimmie Horne Show at Super Bowl

® Aug. 8 - Brothers Groove at Ford between Haggerty and Lilley at

1 Aug. 15 - Duane Parham at JC. Penney
B Aug. 22 - Orquesira Sensational at Lowes

“We had been getting calls
about when the (series) would
start and we are pleased with
that kind of intevest,” she said,
adding that the shows are
attended by township residents

as well as fans of the perform-
ing artists. “It's great that we
get visitors in the community.”
The tour, which will con-
tinue on Friday nights for eight
weeks, will move around to a

rd Road parkmq lots

handful of parking lots along
Ford Road including, IKEA,
J.C. Penney and Lowe’s.

" Salla said the series is a tool
to market the DDA district and
provide free entertainment to
families, |

“There are 300 businesses
in the district so we hope to
draw people into the stores,”
she saad.

The concerts will take place
rain or shine. In the case of
inclement weather, the perfor-
mances, except for the July 4
show, will be moved inside the
Super Bowl bowling alley at
45100 Ford Road.

For more information abott
this year’s Canton Color Tour
Jazz Series, visit www.canton-
mi.org, www.smoothjazzde-
trojt.com or call (734) 394-
5460,

,

Rising fu
pinching
governm

BY TONY BRUSCATD AND KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITERS

The rapid rise in gasoline
prices cost the Plymouth-
Canton school district an
additional $300,000 in the
2007-08 fiscal year that
ended Monday.

“We did exceed our budget
for the current school year
and we've taken a number
of steps.to mitigate it,” said
Deputy Superintendent Ken
Jacobs. “We've adjusted our
bus routes and consolidated
stops so the buses aren’t
stopping as often. We've also
looked at ridership to make
sure there are no empty buses

' riding around.

“We've done as much as we
can to keep down the number
of miles driven, but we still
drive over a million miles a
year,” said Jacobs. “It’s more
than any district in Wayne
County.”

" Plymouth-Canton surveys
vendors and purchases gaso-
line in bulk every couple of
weeks to take advantage of
the best price quotes. Because
the district is exempt from
some taxes, the price per gal-
lon is currently over $3 per
gallon; not the pump price
that’s currently averaging
$4.18 a gallon.

“We also supply fuel
for municipal vehicles in
Plymouth and Plymouth
Township,” said Jacobs. “My
transportation department is

now looking at getting into 2

bigger consortinm, perhaps
with as many Wayne County

el costs
local
ents

school districts as we can to
see if pricing can be niore
advantagebus to us.”

Jacobs said there will be
adjustments made in the
2008-09 budget to keep pace
with upward-splrlhng gaso-
line prices,

Canton Township
Supervisor said the fuel costs
have also impacted the way
the township is doing busi-
ness when it comes to its large
fleet of vehieles. _

For the first five months
of this year, for which the
township has records, Canton
had already spent nearly
$200,000, which is well over
half of the what it spent in all
of 2007 ($373,198).

In 2006, the township
spent about $353,000 on
fuel costs. Leisure Services
Director Ann Conklin has
already requested more
money for fuel than what was
budgeted for 2008, and other
departments may do so as
well.

“We've got a Fleet Services
Committee, which is continu-
ously looking at the issue of
fuel costs. They are looking at
reducing the fleet and insti-
tuting a ‘no idle policy’ for our
current fleet, which means
employees don’t run the vehi-
cles unless they are moving,”
Yack said.

He said the township is also
looking at reducing the size of
vehicles if it is rerited, and
possibly using electric golf
carts at its two golf courses in
the future. Currently, the golf

carts use gasoline,
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Absentee ballots
are ready for
primary election

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In addition to absentee bal-

. lots continuing to roll out,

some have begun to roll back
into township offices.

Canton began mailing out
absentee ballots June 28 and
has sent out more than 5,200
absentee ballots for the Aug. 5
primary election, and, accord-
ing to Clerk Terry Bennett,
about 6-percent have already -
been returned. She said those
numbers are on average with
past elections.

Applications for absentee
ballots, which are available
at the township administra-
tion building, will be decepted
through 2 p.m. Aug. 2 and vot-
ers may cast their absentee vote
at township offices through 4
p.n. Aug. 4.

The primary election in
Canton will be important,
because it will pare down the
number of candidates running
for township treasurer and the
four trustee seats, Currently,
there are two Republicans run-
ning for treasurer — current
Trustee Melissa McLaughlin
and Canton Community
Foundation President Joan
Noricks — and six Republicans
running for trustee.

Voters should also be aware
that the following polling loca-
tions have been modified for
the primary election: Precincts
No. 9 and 34 have been relo-
cated to the administration
building; precincts No. 18 and
29 have been reloca,ted fo the

3

- Get on the ball.
- Read today's

p“ TS coveraqe;

Look for the Observer's endorsements
beginning July 10 with our choice for
the 35th District Court judge.

Fellows Creek Golf Course;
precincts No. 24 and 25 have
been moved to Phase I in
Canton High School; and
precinet No. 7 at Salem High
School has been moved to a
room near the front entrance of
the building,.

Each of the precincts will
return to their normal polling
location in November for the
general election,

In order to vote, picture
identification is required.
Acceptable forms of identi-
fication include a Michigan
Drivers License or a Michigan
ID card; a drivers license from
another state or Identification
card; an accredited school/uni-
versity picture identification;

a valid passport; a military ID
card; and a tribal ID card.

If a voter does not have iden-
tification, they may sign an
affidavit swearing and affirm-
ing the case. If an ID is avail-
able but the voter refuses to
show it, they will not be issued
a ballot.

Voters that request an absen-
tee ballot but then decide to
vote at the polls on Aug. 5 must
return their absentee baliot.

To view a sample ballot, visit
www.canton-mi.org. In the
menu bar, choose ‘Government’
and then select ‘Clefk’ and
“Voting,’

tiparks@hometowniife.com | (734} 953-2170

Happy Hounds
now offers....

Cage-Free

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO |
CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

“Our gang-we
share-Sweet
Dreams”

Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comiorts of
home in our home-like environment,
inctuding sleeping on the bed with our

trained and loving staff membert

- Doy Day Care * Boarding * Training Elasses

Visit our wehsite tor details

%exg ﬁay @ag&

If you are at work; on vacation,
or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend & companion

Look int on them en our LIVE Doggie Web-ﬂa_h_is_.'

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. « Plymouth, MI 48170
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

Bryann, Coco & apache
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Ice cream social

Canton Leisure Services
is mvrtmg area residents to

. attend dn ice cream social

at the Cherry Hill School,
located at 50440 Cherry Hill
Road, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, July 16.

The Canton Concert Band
will perform during the event,
which will feature old-fash-
ioned ice cream with toppings
for $1 per person, This ice
cream social is one of many
events scheduled as part of
a month-long celebration to
recognize July as National
Recreation and Parks Month.
Pre-registration is not required
and all ages are welcome.

For more information on this
summer celebration, visit lei-
sure.canton-mi.org or call (734«)
394-5460.

Chef honored

Canton’s Matthew Mitchell
has earned the certified chef
de cuisine (CCC) designation
from the American Culinary
Federation (ACF). Mitchell
is executive chef at Walnut
Creek Country Club in South
Lyon, and a member of ACF
Michigan Chefs de Cuisine
Association in Detroit.

ACF operates the only com-
prehensive certification pro-
gram for chefs in the United -
States and currently certifies
nearly 9,000 professionals

" worldwide. Candidates for ACF

certification must have a high-
level of work and educational
experience, and pass both a
written and practical examina-
tion. In addition, candidates
must complete coursework

in food safety, nutrition and
supervisory management.

Cell phones for sotdiers

More than 150,000 troops
are serving overseas and are
away from their families. Cell
Phones for Soldiers and RE/
MAX CLASSIC are calling
on all Americans to support
these brave men and women
by donating your unused
cell phones. Cell Phones for
Soldiers hopes to collect more
than 50,000 cell phones and

“urn old cell phones into more

than 12 million minutes of pre-
paid calling cards to help keep
troops connected with their
families.

{

~ Memorial golf outing

s AROUND CANTON

Musical excellence

The Ptymouth Canton Symphony Orchestra, led by Musicaf Director and
Conductor Nan Washburn {pictured}, was recently awarded national honors
by the League of American Orchestras at the LAO Natéonal Convention in
Denver. The PCSS was recognized with the Adventuresome Programming
Award by the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
{ASCAP), and was one of only 26 orchestras around the country to be
recognized this year and the only one in Michigan, placing second in the
category of orchestras with annual operating expenses of $470,000 or
less. It is the fourth time the PCSS has earned an ASCAP award. For more
information about the PCCS, which is entering its 63rd season, visit their
Web site at www.plymouthsymphony.orq.

of disabilities.

Vanessa passed away in 2001
due to complications from
cerebral palsy, a brain defect
which occurred at birth. In the
‘past six years, the outing has
raised more than $150,000 for
disabled children’s charities in
and around Metro Detroit.

“This is a wonderful organi-
zation with a troly caring staff
that puts a lot of blood, sweat
and tears into helping the
children that come into their
office,” said Dave Garr of the
Oakwood program. “In fact,
Dr. Susan Youngs, who runs
the program, was the only one
of Vanessa’s doctors to show
up at her funeral. That shows
you what kind of people they
have there.” The outing, which
costs $125 per.golfer or $50 for
dinner only guests, features

“For the loved ones of
soldiers serving abroad,
Independence Day is much
more than 2 long holiday
weekend.” says Bart Patterson,
Vice President and General
Manager of RE/MAX
CLASSIC. "We're asking
Americans to show support
by donating their unused cell
phones, providing families
with a much-needed connec-
tion to their loved ones over-
seas.”

Local residents can support
the collection drive by donating
their phones at the RE/MAX
CLASSIC location on 43435
Joy Road, in Canton. They are
open daily seven days a week
for donation drop-offs and will
provide tax donation receipts -
upon request. For more infor-
mation call RE/MAX at (734)
459-1010. ‘
of open bar, silent and live auc-
tions and lots of door prizes.
To support the outing either
by playing or by contributing,
please contact Dave Garr at
(734} 542-6800.

Paul Todd concert

Christian musician Paul
Todd will perform one of his
unique concerts at 7 p.m.,
Sunday, July 13, at St. Thomas
a’Becket Catholic Chureh,

‘Dave and Lynn Garr of
Canton will hold the Seventh
Annual Vanessa Grace Gair
Memorial Golf Outing on July
12 at the Links of Novi. The
outing, a memorial to their
daughter Vanessa, will benefit
the Oakwood Program for
Exceptional Families which
is located in Allen Park and
serves children with all types -

lunch, golf, dinner, three hours ‘

Todd

Doors open at 6 p.m..

A critically-acclaimed and
prolific writer, entertainer,
composer and singer since the
age of 14, Todd has played at
clubs and opened for celebri-
ties including The Pointer
Sisters, Rich Little, The Gatlin
Brothers, and Joan Rivers. He
wrote the theme songs for the
Marine Corps League “Toys for
Tots” program and the Make A
Wish Foundation, which was
recorded by Crystal Gayle, He
has also contributed his talents
to numerous charities,

Tickets are $20 and avail-

" able at the St. Thomas a’Becket

office, 555 8. Lilley Road (just
south of Cherry Hill). Todd’s
CDs will also be available for
purchase at the show.

For more information about
Todd, visit his Web site at
www.paultodd.com.

Christmas in July

Canton Leisure Services-and
the Canton Goodfellows are
joining forces to coordinate
this year’s “No Child Without
a Christmas” project. To kick-
off the undertaking, dona-
tion jugs have been setup at
the Summit on the Park, as
“Christmas in July - A Million
Pennies from Heaven” collec-
tion gets underway. This year,
donations will be collected
in the Senior Center and in
the Suminit lobby, located at
46000 Summit Parkway, until
National Make A Difference
Day on Oct. 25. On this nation-
al day of doing good, volunteers
will be on hand to count and
sort these collected donations.
Area scout troops and other
organizations will also be coor-
dinating drop-off donations
on this date. Last year, Canton
community groups and indi-
viduals donated nearly $7,000
in pennies, nickels, dimes,
quarters and paper money.

For more information on this -

commiunity project, contact Pat
VanDusen at (734) 394-5193

or via e-tnail at pvandusen@
canton-mi.org.
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Parade kicks off observance

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Aliya Blackson, 11, of P]ymouth

.attends the Kiwanis Good Morning

USA Parade every year with her family,
many times hearing the bands tune up
in the nearby Cultural Center parking
lot before stepping off in the state’s ear-
liest Fourth of July parade at 7:30 a.m.

This year, Aliva — and about three
dozen others from Camp Mirage at the
Oasis Golf Center in Livonia — will be
in the parade on two floats they con-
structed this week in camp.

“Since Mom and I go to the Fourth
of July parade every year, I thought it
would be fun being in the parade,” said
Aliya. “A lot of my friends will be at the
parade and they’ll see me ... and be jeal-
ous.” :

Camp Mirage supervises about 2,100
children over the course of the summer
with all kinds of athletic, dance and
even golf cart driver’s camp.

“One is a huge sinking pirate ship
and the other is a tropical island that
the Pirate ship is stranded on,” said
camp director Cara Gray of Livonia,
who watches the parade each year with
family who live in Plymouth. “The 33
kids are divided inio pirates and island
natives ... and have been give roles for
the parade and are making their own

.costumes. We even have a kid who is

" that the ship capsized on.”

| LOCAL NEWS

FORWARD, MARCH

W What: Kiwanis Good Morning USA Parade
W When: 7:30 a.m. Friday, July 4

M Vihere: Downtown Plymouth - starts at
Theodore, runs up Main Street to Hartsough

going to be ‘sandwich boarded’ as a rock

It’s the 12th year for the Good
Morning USA Parade, with 84 entries
and more than 1,000 people who will
travel Main Street from Theodore to
Hartsough. '

Parade organizer Fred Hill said he’s
gathered 18 major sponsors to cover
most of the $20,000 it takes to stage
the parade. ‘

“The uniqueness of the parade is the
variety of units providing true enter-
tainment — from a stilt walker, to Civil
War re-enactors, a dog drill team and
monster truck,” said Hill, “It’s the pro-
verbial ‘something for everyone’ and
then some.” . :

The community’s Fourth of July cel-
ebration ends with the weekly “Music
in the Air” concert series, spongored by
the Plymouth Downtown Development
Authority. Friday’s featured performer
is Steve King and the Dittilies. The con-
cert starts at 7 p.m. ‘

A crowd of campers paint lava on the volcano ‘
mounted on the island trailer at Camp Mirage at
the Oasis Golf Center in Livonia. -

P—————
* Quietest Units
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FROM PAGE A

Green, who is known as
school for 22 years and said

comes along with a group of
3- to 6-year-olds.

“If you are having alow
day, you come here and the
next thing you know, you are
happy,” she grins. “And the

ries. The kids just make you

happy.”
Green became a teacher at

after enrolling her two chil-
dren and becoming a parent
volunteer.

I interested in teaching and
1 told her that I would think
about it,” the Plymouth resi-
dent said, noting that when
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+ Affordable Pricing
* Quality Installation
s Fxtended Warranties
* EZ Financing
Free Estimates

(734) 525-1930
- Our 34th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

@19 MIDDLEBELT » LIVOND

CEQAS00863
Y

P

Michig

ATLAS 5.3

To learn more, pleasse ca
an HeadePain

special Offer!

*$300 OFF Asphalt Root

ﬁ%@ﬁ%%@

Dffer - Call Now!

€700 OFF Metal Roof

calt for details

ecializing in Gutters & GUTTERHELMET®

il

Chaise
‘RockerRecliner
Compare At $749
SALE $549

Take An Extra ;

10% OFF

Stock Purchases!” ¢

soms restrictions apply

o AUBUR

G

ANN ARBOR: (734) 995-9800

TAYLOR: (734) 287-4750

Mrs. Panli, has been with the

she will miss the energy that .

spontaneous hugs and the sto-

“*The director asked me was
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her career as an administra-
tive agsistant on hold. “Being
here gave me more time to be
with my children and I believe
it made me a better parent,.
too.”

. Throughout the years,
Green has tanght hundreds
of students and been a part of
the school’s relocations.

She says she made the
decision to retire in order to
spend more time traveling
with her husband of 43 years,
Larry. ‘

“He’s been retired for two
years and I wanted to give
him a little time to himself,”

the Montessori school, located Green said. “But if you ask
in Canton at 45245 Joy Road,

him, he probably would have
preferred that I stop a little
earlier. But when you are hav-
ing fun, it is hard to leave.”
So hard, in fact, that Green
has plans to be an occasional
substitute teacher once the
school year rolls around.
“The kids keep you young,”

-she had her children, Shannon she said. “I'm very happy I
and Sean, now adults, she put  decided to do this.”

Michigan’s Largest Selection
' Of Genuine La-Z-Boy®
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*100% benus on stock itsms. Some restrictions apply, ** $1899 minimuin purchase for combinad 10% bonus and safes tax offers.
*#% WAC to qualified buyers. No minimwura purchase required for 1 year deferred ntarest financing progrem. To avold retroactive finance charges on deferred payment (special terms)
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Pravious and/or additional transactions may affect the monthly payment and finance charge amounts. Financing and other promotional offers cannot be combined and are not valid
on pravious nurcheses. 30% deposit required on il layaways & special orders, See store for full details on all financing, delivery and price guarantee details.
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proud
emocracy

It took 4 ot of derring—do to author the Declaration of
Independence, but its signers knew exactly what they were
doing.

5 the final graphs of the docurnent, signed July 4, 1776,
by members of the Second Continental Congress, they pro-
,dmm the Br itish as “Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.”

Cleardy they had worked to resolve their differences with
the British. The list of disputes in the document is exten-
BiVE.

But given the alternative, the document declares, the

put it is also thoughtful and well-reasoned.
seople have rights, unalienable rights, Thomas
1 ressons in the document he anthored, That
, ¢ vights corme from a higher order and can't be
4bohmooo by any person, like a king of England — or presi-
dent of Zimhabwe. Nor can any group of men — whether
the British Parliament or Al Qaeda — disband those

.. we tried” says the document in so many words.
u folks are taking away our rights to life, liberty
pursuit of happiness. Our safety is threatened, so
s better to just go our own way.”

‘That we did and the rest is history, but it is a hvmg.

history that s bemg renewed daily, whether by citizen
groups such as the League of Women Voters or by men
and women serving in Afghamstan and Iraq.

It's heen 232 years since 56 men from 18 states put
pento deer But we still carry that independent streak
f{L tared July 2, 1776, as the British fleet eritered the New
York harhor, It was declared again on paper two day later.

Independence is inbred in us, part of our genetic make-
op.

~ Thats why we baolt upright at attempis to abridge our
civil liberties, and growl over things like foreclosures and
the price of gas that threaten our happiness. '
. But cur independence must be nurtured aggressively, if
it is to continue. That doesnt mean agreeing with every-

thing that comes out of Washington; it does mean passing

atong the memories and the message of the Declaration of
Independence,

What betier way to do so than by taking time on the
Fourth of July to celebrate what we have achieved and to
renew ourwill to protect it.

voin parades to flying the U.S. flag, there are ample
ways t0 renew our patriotic spirit. Parents will want to
g0 10 www.isa.gov for everything from recipes from First
Ladies to activities for children and teachers.

We have another right — the right to be proud of WhO we |
are as a country. Its the best democracy around and our

Tigrory nroves it
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rifme and the living really is easy, especially
if you cking for family style entertainment close to
horne,

Swmmer fesiivals and cobeerts that are near home in
Oakland and Wayne counties are a good way to save

money on gas — without giving up quality entertainment..

ianv of the events, such as ooncerts, are free and easy on
the ‘Fawn fv hudget.
cu haven't experlenced the festivals and concerts
d in local communities, this is a good week to inves-
te what’s available,
with the Fourth of July holiday, take note of fes-
'=1'3.}.“a‘.o in Westland and Plymouth.
h Westland festival contimies through July
1 the anamai fireworks show. Plymouth Art in
ik, July 11-13, is Michigan's second largest art fair
een rated as one of the “Gems of the Great Lakes”

Plymouth festivals are in September, Troy also is hosting

len Park.

aington Area Founders F estival begins with the
igs Farmington pageant at 7 p.am. July 16, at the
on Civie Theatre, It continues with a parade at 10
8, and through July 20 with Art on the Grand.
don’t jast wait for the big events, take advantage
he many concert venues offered throughout the area.
mples are Wednesdays at Shain Park in Birmingham,
mgs‘is: and movies events in Trey. In Plymouth, concerts
take place at noon Wednesdays and Thursday and Friday
avenings, all in Kellogg Park.

[ Sou sthifield, the Eat to the Beat summer fusic festival
vins from noon to 2 pam. Thursdays through Sept. 11 at
Civie Coenter Plaza, while the Burgh Park gazebo con-
grung 7 pam. Wednesdays through Ang. 13.
mecial events offer a chance to greet neighbors
you i*w en’t seen all winter and sha.re in the spirit that
makes ©p our communities.
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|IgTETS Mw the gumption to go to war. That’s pretty tough

by v AAA4 Magazine. While the major Rochester, Troy and |

1] family festival 5:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, July

- 13 years. The depth and breadth of her
knowledge on a full range of issues cannot Iranian nukes through tough principled

www.hometownlife.com

Support Zarbo, McLaughlin

As a resident of Canton for over 22
ment with the vision for the quality of

schools, a variety of housing options,
award-winning Public Safety and the

Our church recently held a picnic at
Freedom Park on Sheldon at Palmer.
It was my first-time there and I was

1 would highly recommend it: 20 acres mermbers of the Board of Trustees were
with all kinds of amenities for the entire  engaged in embarrassing and unproduc-
family. .. tive behavior. Nastiness and insults have

Last night, my daughter, grandson
and I walked the Lower Rouge River

My congratulations to everyone who

paradise on Morton Tuylor west of
Michigan Avenue.
We arefortunate to'live next toour

in the sandbox, host volleyball tourna—
ments and much more.

1 want to re-elect those who support
Leisure Services and Canton’s qualityof  Canton.
life. Therefore, for the all the impaortant
primary election on Aug. 5, I will be vot-
ing for Canton Township Trustee Kazl
Zarbo and Trustee (and candidate for
treasurer) Melissa McLaughlin.,

McLaughfin has experienée

On Aug, 5, Canton voters will elect
a new treasurer. I have had the unique

two candidates for treasurer/legislator.
As founder of the Canton Community

McLaughlin as Canton trustee for 16

McLaughlin for Canton treasurer.

Michigan police departments), excep-
tional leisure programs, services and

Canton’s outstanding quality oflife
didn’t just happen. It took the ideas,
hard work, dedication, and commit-

have made a positive difference in our
community, Melissas long (and often

thoughtful developments. Her knowledge  money.
and attention to detail has contnbuted
mightily to the planning process.
Melissa has served with distinction -
on the Canton Board of Trustees for -

be matched. She has participatedinthe  magic.”
adoption and monitoring of the town-

conservative when it comes to finances.
Melissa serves as chair of the
Downtown Development Authority and
vears; I am pairt of the majority in agree-  has worked closely with the business
' comriunity in enhancing and promoting
life Canton has created. One of excellent  the Ford Road commercial corridor. She
works closely with staff in the prepara-
tion and monitoring of the DDA’s annual
" enjoyment of Leisure Services. ~ budget. : _
Melissa McLaughlin has demonstrated
-her ability to work effectively with oth-
ers. She has the temperament and skill
impressed. Learning to play disc golf was  set to bring out the best in others. Canton
abonus. If you have not visited this park,  can ill afford to return to the years when

no place in local governiment. We have
enjoyed 20 years of an effective cohesive
Recreational Trail that opened recently. - leadership team.
Melissa is committed to maintain-
worked to make that a reality — a mini ing Canton’s outstanding quality of life.
Her experience, knowledge, dedication
to hard work, integrity, and vision for
Canton set her apart from her opponent.
association’s park where for years my chil-  There will be no learning curve. Melissa
dren and now grandsons will picnic, play  will contribute the first day and every
day as treasurer. Canton residents should
" expect nothing less. A vote for Melissa
McLaughlin is a vote for what is best for

township supervisor, Canton

Shocked by speech

Judy Fiynn  June 20, 2008, was a sad and emmbar-
Canton rassing day for the residents of the 11th

Congressional District. For it was on that
day that our congressman, Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter, took to the {ioor of the House
and gave what I consider a horrible par-
tisan speech. The speech is titled, “How
opportunity of working closely with the To Speak Democrat.” On a day when the
House was considering the serious issues
of preventing child abuse and FISA he
Foundation I observed the work efforts ©  chose to go on the floor and give a speech
of its paid executive director. I also had that would make a novelty T-shirt vendor
. the privilege of working with Melissa proud.
Ini trying to be funny (on the floor
years, I wholeheartedly endorse Melissa  of the U.S. House of Representatives),
Rep. McCotter iried to explain that

Canton offers its residents an outstand- when members of the Democratic Party .
ing quality of life: one of Amierica’s safest  speak, they often mean something other
communities (one of only a few accredited than what they say. However, he did not
phrase it that eloquentiy, instead he chose
to call the members of the Democratic
facilities {only accredited departmentin ~ Party — Democrais or Democrat, For
Michigan), low millage rate (lowest since  those of you who missed his great ora-
1978), quality residential and commercial tory style and speech on C-SPAN,
developments and expansive open space. . please visit http://wwwyoutube.com/
- watch?v=1EcQ03qREIs.

His disjointed speech along with

visual aids contained the following quo-
ment of many Canton residents. Melissa  tations: “Government means socialism.
McLaughlin has been a tireless worker Democrats support proactive govern-
on behalf of Canton residents. Herefforts - ment. Translation, Democrats support
proactive socialism, Invest translates
into-waste. Again used in a sentence.
thankless) service on the Canton Planning Democrats will invest your money.
Commission has ensured high quality and Translation, Democrats will waste your

“Speaking globa] Democrat. Diplomacy
equals magic. Democrats will protect
America from Iranian nukes through
tough principled diplomacy tranglates
Democrats will protect America from

1 was shocked to see that Rep.
ship’s $70 million budget. She is a fiscal MeCotter chose to waste our tax doliars

QUOTABLE

“e need totake care of the existing programs’ funding until Michigan is healthy. The programs are well
intentioned, but the timing's not right.”

- Wayne-Westland Schools Supt. Greg Baracy, on proposals in the state Legislature to earmark funds from the
state school aid bill for new programs like the 21st century small high school initiative

with this drivel. His taxpayer-funded fli-
ers that he sends to my house, always con-
tain this little reminder: “I work for you.”

Well, this speech did nothing to advance . -

the interests of the residents of his dis-
trict. To the contrary, it more than likely

- alienated him and us from the majority

party to which he is not a member.

The 11th Congressmna] District needs
a representative who is willing to work on
the tough issues. Someone who is willing
to debate the issnes of the day and some-
one who is willing to work with those
members who may not agree with his/her
positions. Engaging in partisan name-
calling on the floor of the U.8, House
of Representatives does not accomplish
those goals and only adds to the already

- deeply divided partisan atmospherein

Washlngton, D.C.

It is my sincere hope that the residents
of the 11th Congressional District will
remember this little incident in November
and send someone to Congress who will
not waste the taxpayers’ time or money.

Jennifer Thor

Westland

Re-elect McCotter

Your recent article, “11th Distriet
Democratic exchange views,” seems to be
a way off the mark on its representation of
Congressman (Thaddeus) McCotter. The
Democratic challengers seem to be utiliz-

* ing an old liberal Democratic tactic — say

anything and do anything to be elected!

1 have had the opportunity and honor
of talking to Corngressman MeCotter and .
have found him to be very attentive and
concerned about his constituents’ needs
in our district. The congressman has held
town hall meetings to listen to the con-
cerns and issues in the district of all con-
stituents, regardless of party affiliation,

The statement by the so-called
Demeocratic challenger that the congress-
man yells and storms off is misleading
and a serious misrepresentation. Maybe
the Democratic challenger needs to take a
look at who controls Congress at this very
moment.

I hope the constituents in the 11th

- District will keep this in mind when they

step into the voting booth this election
season. Congressman McCotter deserves

to be re-elected! _
‘ Stephen H. Chopek
Westland

“SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your fetters to the editor. Please
include your name, addressand phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or fess. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail: ' o
Letters to the editor
Canton Observer

-36251 Schoolcraft

Livonia, Ml 48150

Fax:
{7134) 5917279 .

E-mail:
kkuban@hometownlife.com
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Beware of seven scams
targeting job seekers

recent survey by The Conference Board
shows that people are increasingly turn-

searches, noting that 73 percent of job seekers
reported using online sources in 2007 com-
pared to 66 percent in 2005.

While the Internet has become a great tool
for assisting job searches, it
also provides an opportunity
for identity thieves and scam
artists to take advantage of
people. .

In 2007 alone, the Federal
Trade Commission received
more than 11,000 complaints
regarding fake employment
opportunities.

Tim Burns

AP RTIIR

these complaints may be just the tip of the ice-
berg when it comes to phony job scams.

Unfortunately, with a tough economy and
tight job market, desperation will entice some
job seekers into being tricked out of their
money or misled to participate in criminal
rackets.

The following are seven red flags to be on the

lookout for when doing an online job hunt.

N E-mails filled with grammatical and spell-

ing errors. Most online fraud is perpetrated by
scam artists located outside the United States.
Their first language usually isn’t English, and
this is often evident in their poor grasp of the
language. If you receive an e-mail offering you
a job filled with poor grammar and misspelled
words, beware. This very well could be a scam.

B The salary and benefits offered seem too
good to be true.

The adage holds true for job offers: If the
deal sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

Phony employers brag about exceptionally high

salary potential and excellent benefits in order
to lure unsuspecting job hunters into their-
scatn.

B You're hired without an interview. Some

job seekers have been surprised to learn they've

been “hired” without having to do a single
interview.
The only catch is to first provide your Social

Cheer for the

hometeam,
read ‘taday 5

ng to the Internet to assist them with job

Because many people Who are
victims never actually report it,

Security or bank account number before start-
ing the job, so you can allegedly be paid by
direct deposit.

To avoid becoming a victim of identity theft,
job applicants should never give out Social
Security or bank account numbers over the
phone or by e-mail to an unknown individual.

# Become rich without leaving home. While
there are legitimate businesses that allow
employees to work from home, there are also a
lot of scams trying to take advantage of senior
citizens, stay-at-home moms, students, injured
or handicapped individuals, and people lock-
ing for a second source of income. Yob hunters
should use extreme caution when considering
any work-at-home offer and always research
the company with their Better Business Burean
by calling (248) 644-9100 or visit www.bbb.
org.

B The job requires wmng money throogh
Western Union or MeneyGram. Many phony
jobs require the prospective employee to cash
a check sent to them through the mail and
then wire a portion of the money on to another
entity. Reasons given for doing this vary from
scam to scam.

Whatever the reason, the check might clear
your bank but will eventually turn out tobe a
fake. You will be responsible for paying back
the bank the full value of the check you cashed.

B An employer asks for money upfront. Aside
from paying for a uniform, it is rarely advisable
for a job applicant to pay upfront fees or make
arequited purchase to get a job,

W All you have to do is reship merchandise.
One of the fastest growing scams involves
receiving in the mail goods purchased online
by others through stolen credit card numbers
and forwarding the items to the thieves, often
in focations outside the United States.

You could be held criminally liable if caught
participating in this frand.

Tim Burns is the public affairs director for the Better
Business Bureay Serving Eastern Michigan, He also repre-
sents the cities of Clawson and Troy on the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners. He may be reached at thurns@
easternmichiganbbb.org or check the BBB Web site at
www.easternmichiganbbb.org,
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Visit www.ewidetroitwindsor.org to learn about how
you ¢an get involved and for upcoming mestings.

Wednesday, July 16, 2008
EWI Membership Café
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Windsor Hilton Hotel

Wednesday, August 13, 2008
Dan Mulhern - First Gentleman & Business Meeting
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m,, Sheraton froit Riverside

Support literacy
programs in
' Detroit-Windsor!

Purchase your book
online today!

www.yoursforthedreaming.com.

PROCEEDS FROM BOOK SALES SUPRPORT
EWIS DETROIT-WINDSOR CHAPTER
LITERACY PROGRAMS.
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President Bush

comes to town

with no apologies, no answers

e've been watching the HBO series
on John Adams, based on David
McCullough’s admiring biography of
our second president.

In one scene, President Adams strolls
down a Philadelphia street with his vice
president, Thomas Jefferson. People hurry
by without giving a notice
to the oddly matched pair.
There were no bodyguards,
no perimeter around the
famous couple. No paparazzi
(well, of course, there were
IO CAIEras).

That’s quite. a contrast to
last week when George W.
Bush, our 43rd president,

visited Livonia. Freeways

were closed. Police cordons
were established. Local and national press
were herded behind a barrier before the
president arrived and weren’t allowed to
leave until after he had gone.

But, even in Adams’ days, life wasn’t safe.
In McCullough s version of it, Adams was
manipulated by Alexander Hamilton and
other Federalists into signing the Alien
and Sedition Acts that made it a crime to
criticize the government and rounded up
“Frenchmen.” In those days, the revolution-
ary French were the source of concern.
They were seen as incendiary terrorists
whose terror might find its way to American
shores.

Adams and Jefferson, the authors of
our Declaration of Independence, friends
before and after their party struggles, were
on opposite sides. Adams was a basically .

Hugh Gallagher

TR PN A

-conservative man who was the strongest

voice for separation from Britain but also
the most tied to English values and history.
Jefferson may have had his reservations
about the excesses of the French revolution,
but he valued the right of rebellion against
oppression. He believed what he wrote, that
human beings have “unalienable rights.”

Karl Rove would have loved going after
Jefferson who used big words, drank French
wines, read in Greek and Latin and admired
French thinkers. Sort of a Barack Obama
“elitist.” What a pansy Rove would have
made of him. :

Some of those concerns of our founding
fathers are playing out in our own concerns

about Middle East terrorists.

At Laurel Manor, Bush lashed out at the
Supreme Court for ruling that detainees at

ARY IN THE PAREK MOURS:
July 11 : Noon - 8 PM

July 12 : 10 AM - 7 PM

July 13 : 10 AM - 5 PM

éﬁgﬁ%ﬁwymﬁémm@m?%ﬁiﬁm

For information, call the City of Plymouth at 734.453.1540

Bush was speaking to a comfortable group who
could pay $1,000 or $5,600 to aid their party.
But he was also speaking in a place hard hit by
the crumbling economy and riddled by fears.

Guantaname Bay, Cuba, could have access
to civilian eriminal courts.

“By a bare majority, five Supreme Courts
justices overturned a bipartisan law that
Congress passed and I signed to deliver
justice to detainees at Gnantanaino Bay.
Because of this decision, terrorists enjoy
the same rights reserved for Americans,” he
said.

He paused, expecting applause, but I'd
like to think he didn’t get any because his
audience was embarrassed by what he said.

First, we don’t know how many of the
detainees are, in fact, terrorists. The
Supreme Court majority was skeptical of
a panel who studied their cases. Second,
Jefferson would not have said the rights to
just treatment are “reserved for Americans,”
though others in his day might have.

Adams wrestled with his decisions, but
like the current president was reluctant to
say he was wrong.

Bush was speaking to a comfortable group
who could pay $1,000 or $5,000 to aid their
party. But he was also speaking in a place
hard hit by the crumbling economy and
riddled by fears.

“These are challenging times in America,
recession, high energy prices, a housing
down trend, wars in Afghanistan and Iraq,
devastating natural disasters,” he said. “You
can’t know what the future will bring, there
will be unexpected challenges to the coun-
try.”

He never said that his policies helped
bring about these “challenges” or that he
had failed miserably to face these “chal-
lenges.” He never acknowledges that he and
his advisers, like Mr. Rove, have played on
people’s fears and prejudices. Instead, he
urged his listeners that the country needed .
more the same kind of “leadership.”

Since his approval rating is in the mid-20.
percent range, most Americans would prob-
ably opt for something different.

Hugh Gallagher is the managirg editor of the
Observer Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at
hgallagher@hometownlife.com or by phone at (734} -
953-2149.
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ticularly to the men and

Forces who are serving our
country in faraway lands to
protect our freedoms and our
way of life.

It certainly doesn't feel like
the Fourth of July. I'm sure
that the main reason is due
to the weather. Despite all
the storms, most longtime
Michiganders realize that this

Meadows Pillow Top
Queen Mattress Set

each
piece

Soldin
sets oniy!

12 Pack Pepsi, Coke
or 7*Up Products

18 or B Pack 24 oz Bitls -

When you Buy 5
Than 5 Will Be 2.75

- Purchases Less Than or Greater

T son Fresh

Buy One, Get Cne T-Bone or
Boneless Skinless Porterhouse
Chicken Breasts Steaks
USDA Inspected Grade A USDA Select Beef Loin
Poultry, Excludes Solo Serve

| 'Of Equat of Legser Value

Tyson Chicken Breast

appy Fourth of July, par--

women of the U.8. Armed

weather will
pass and we
willhave a
summer.

experiencing will also pass.
We've been through difficult

times before. In fact, much

more difficult times. Consider

One can the price of gas. Yes, $4 a gal-
compare the lon is outrageous but many of
present dif- us remember the 70s when
ficulties with gas prices, were high and we

Money Matters the economy experienced severe shortages,
to the weather,  Many remember the long gas

Rick Bloom In fact,the dif-  lines and stafions that closed

rrmm——— e ficult economic  early because there was no

77

climate weare  gasoline.

Kingsford 18 1b
Regular Charcoal
or171b

Mesquite Charcoal
Ready Faster Burns
EVEN Longer

4th of July reminds us of U.S. strengths

Unemployment is rising
in Michigan. However, even
here we have not reached the
double digit unemployment
numbers of the past.

Nearly 30 years ago, after
the stock market had been
beaten up by inflation, there
was a famous article written
about the death of equities.
The theory was that the U.S.
economy, becanse of inflation,
could not regain its sirength.

Despite all sorts of difficul-
ties over the last 30 years,
the Dow has gone from the
mid 800 range to over 11,000
today. The reality is the
economy has been through
difficult periods, but it has

_always bounced back. It’s done
so0 not because of actions in
Washington, D.C., Lansing-
or America’s Jarge multi-
national corporations. The real
strength of the U.S. economy
lies in the entrepreneurial
spirit of the American people.
We are the “can-do people”
and I have no doubt we will
get through the present dif-
ficulties.

The Fourth of July is the one .

day we should take a step back
and pat ourselves on the back
for a job well done. Despite our
current economic problems,
we still are the strongest eco-
nomic power in the history of
the world.

There is a reason people
from all over the world con-
tinue to flock to our shores to
fulfill their dreams. We take
for granted the rights and
freedoms. However, we should
recognize that the rest of the
world does not have the same
opportunities. ‘

Asg our economy and the
world goes through changes, it’
is important to recognize that
the American economy has
always been a work in prog-
ress. Americans have adapted

- to change and embraced it to

our benefit.

T have no doubt this eco-
nomic roller coaster ride will . -
continue. However, as we tel- -
ebrate our country’s blrthday,
we should all be confidentin -
the challenges that we face.
After all, when we examine
history we should all fiever

forget that anyone who has bet:

against the U. 8. economy has
always lost.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financiat
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers:
can submit questions at meneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m,
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.

Celebrate
4th safely

housands of kids go to
hospital emergency rooms
with injuries from fire-
works every
year,

Most injuries
occur around
the Fourth of
July. Fireworks
| injuries can be
very serious

B R

Southern | $ { |Dulcinea
Sweet Corn Personal Seedless
Healthy and Delicious! fOI‘ Watemelon

Cobk’é |
Smoked Shank

Ham Portions
7-9 b Average Size

Prices and Items Good atYour Local Kroger Store
July 3, thru july 6, 2008,
Some Items may require a deposit,
Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or
call Customer Service at |-800-KROGERS

ERTISED ITEM POLICY:

ADVI
WE RESERYE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. Each of thase advertised itams-
is required to bae avallable for sale. If we do run out of an advertised ltem, wa will offer you
of a comparable [tem, when available, reflecting the same savings, or a raincheck which wili entitle you

your cholce

to purchase the aﬂvertlsed itern at the advertised price within 30 days.

Onk

Copyrig

wilk ba t er item.

‘lt 2008, The nger Company. Ne sales ta dealers.

.| -like loging
Tom Kiurski eyes, hands or
fingers. Here
are some real
stories that have happened:

® A l2-year-old, celebrating
his team’s basketball champi-
onship, lost an eye when he and
his friends set off fireworks. He
now wears a glass eve.

M A 7-year-cld boy lost half
his left hand when he ignited
an M-80 firework found hidden
in a family bedroom. The M-80
exploded in the boy's hand.

B An §-year-old girl was
badly burned on her leg when a
sparkler ignited her dress.

B Three teenage boys shot a
roman candle firework into a
large wooded area. Fourteen
acres burned before the fire was
extingnished.

N Fwo boys, 8 and 10, were
seriously burned on their arms
when a bottle rocket exploded
in their garage. The garage and
& car were totally destroyed.

M An 8 year-old boy lost three
fingers after igniting an M-80
firework on the Kitchen stove,
The victim was on his way out-
side when the device exploded
in his hand.

The stories get worse,
Children have died by the
improper use of fireworks,

Remempber to celebrate our
national independence - visit a
professional fireworks display!

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter,

e
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: ‘ Recent Canton
High grad
' Alfison Schmitt
' is on the verge
of making the
8 , Hir U.S. Olympic _
Canton swimmer draws closer to Beijing -»
‘ : team in the
BY ED WRIGHT Some fifth- and sixth-place finishers also 200 freestyle
{BSERVER STAEF WRITER will be considered to make the team. =| following
Schmitt’s quest to make the U.8. squad | Tuesday's
If things hold according to seed, recent was going swimmingly Monday after the renner-up
Canton High grad Allison Schmitt is on preliminary rounds of the women’s 400 free- finish in two
verge of making the U.S. Olympic swim style. 't preliminary
team. Following her 4:05.72 effort, the University heats. The
In Tuesday’s pair of preliminary heats of of Georgia-bound Schmitt was seeded sec- finals were set
the women’s 200-meter freestyle at the U.8.  ond behind only Hoff (4:05.61) heading into for Wednesday
Olympic Trials in Omaha, Neb., the 18-year-  the finals, but wound up third in 4:05.05 night in Omaha,
old Schmitt put herself both in position to behind Hoff (4:02.32) and 20-year-old Kate Neb.

Fox swims at Trials
Megan Fox, who will

be a junior this fall at

Livonia Stevenson,

Ziegler (4:03.92) of Great Falls, Va., the latter
whom knocked three seconds off her prelim
time to beat out Schmitt.

Despite the near-miss, Schmitt rebounded

earn an individual spot along with a relay
berth after finishing runner-up in both races
to Katie Hoff of Towson, Md.

In the semifinal heat, the 19-year-old Hoff,

the women’s star of the U.S. Trials so far, with a strong showing in the 200 freestyle, in made her inaugural
went 1:57.1 followed by Schmitt in 1:57.92. which she entered the trials seeded fourth. appearance Sunday
Stanford University’s Julie Smit (Mt. This week, the Club Wolverine member night in the U.S.
Sinai, NY.) was third in 1:58.48, while for- will also swim the 100 freestyle, where she is Olympic Swimming
mer Ann Arbor Pioneer standout Kara Lynn  seeded 15th seed; and the 50 freestyle, where Trials in Omaha, Neb.
Joyce (University of Georgia) also quali- she is seeded 47th. finishing 77th overall

in the 400-meter indi-
vidual medley with a

fied for Wednesday night’s final in seventh
in 1:58.66. A top-two individual placing

The trials are being broadeast live from 8-
9 p.m. Thursday on USA Network, NBC will

will earn Schmitt an automatic trip to the
Olympics in Beijing, China.

However, a third- or fourth-place finish in

the 200 freestyle will assure her of a spot on
possibly the women'’s 4 x 200 freestyle relay.

take over the finals coverage from 8-9 p.m.
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Livonia-Westland Sports Editor Brad Emons also con-
tributed to this report.
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Instructor Vickie Hudson {right) works with student Kelsey Adams of Livonia.

provides

BY ED WRIGHT
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With all due respect to competi-
tive ice skaters, Livonia’s Krysten
Johnson believes her brand of
skating — the four-wheelin' kind
— may be the more challenging of
the two, even though it’s a distant
second in the fame game.

“Because ice skaters have a
blade, they can stick it in the ice
when they need to stop,” said
Johnson. “We have four wheels
that have a mind of their own
sometimes. I've never ice skated,
but everyone who's tried both have
told me that it’s 2 lot easier to go
from roller skates to ice skates
than ice skates to roller skates.”

Johnson was defending her
sport Monday afternoon inside the
spacions Skatin’ Station II facility
in Canton.

Despite the fact the sun was
shining on a near-perfect sum-

. mer day, the 28-year-old figure
skating champion was indoors
preparing for athree-hour prac-
tice along with five other skaters,
all of whom had earned berths in
the USA Roller Skating National
Finals set for July 20 to Aug, 4 in
Lincoln, Neb.

“It takes 150 percent cormmit-
ment from these skaters to reach
the level they've reached,” said
Vickie Hudson, a South Lyon resi-

Skating on wheels

challenge

dent who serves as the national
championship-bound skaters’ head
coach. “To be-world-class skaters
like these individuals are, it takes
at least six-days-a-week practices,
sometimes seven — even when
vou're sick and not feeling great —
and it can cost as much as $15,000
a year, depending upon whether
their parents can sew their outfits.

“Some kids think they can come
out here and practice two days and
do what these skaters can do, but
it’s just not going to happen. You
have to have the commitment.”

The ages of the Lincoln-bound
local skaters range from 28
(Johnson) to 7-vear-old Hailey
Maples, who qualified for the
Nationals by placing third in
the Primary A Dance event at
the Great Lakes Rollerskating
Regionals in Flint June 18-22.

“Tt’s my first time going to
Nationals, so it’s pretty exciting,”
said Maples, who has some pretty
impressive roller-skating genes.
Her grandmother, Jean Jenkins,
was a member of the “Skating
Vanities” — a traveling roller-skat-
ing company that traveled across
the United States back in the
194:0s.

Recent Livonia Franklin gradu-
ate Brittany Adams’ specialty is
the figure event, which requires

Please see SKATING, B2

This is certainly no way to
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hanks for everything, but
thanks for nothing.

So it seems for Al Chambo,
following Monday’s series of events
that ended in his layoff after eight .
groundbreaking years - literally - as
Redford Thurston’s athletic director,

Chambo, who also oversaw ath-
letics at Pierce Middle School, was
told he had to go to help the South
Redford Board of Education climb

RS

SALES  SERVICE o REPAIR

out of a financial pitfall ahead of
finalizing the 2008-09 budget.
With a hole of $2 million, the ax
was sharpened by board members.
Targets were determined.

One of those had Chambo’s name
and likeness all over it.

Gone is that salary. But also gone .
- (barring some unforeseen reprieve)

is one of the best and most-dedi-
cated administrators ever to grace

the halls at Thurston. And principal
Bill Zolkowski certainly knows it,
although he must tow the company
line and go along with whatever Plan
B the board eventually decides on.
“Under Al's leadership the taxpay-
ers of the district not only ended up .
with a top-of-the-line set of athletic
facilities, they saved untold amounts
of money because of his careful
and creative stewardship,” wrote

R PR b A 3 R P e AN Al R e S U P B A S »f
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Free Estimates on All Our Senuces'
Prompt Work! Call Us Today at.n

reward a job well done

Zolkowski in an e-mail following the
decision to cut loose Chambo.
How ironie that someone who did
his job so well that it saved dollars is
being sacrificed in the name of the
bottom line. .
We're talking about the man who

" worked untold extra hoiurs making

sure plans outlined in a $32.65 mil-

Please see CHAMBO, B3

* Fully Automatic
* Whole House
- Stand By

@

¢ Natvral Gus Powered.

time of 5:08.46. .

The 16-year-old Fox,
who swims for the Novi
Sturgeons, had a guali-
{ying time of 4:54.93.

Piot wins qualifier
Canton’s Glenn Piot,
Jr. captured & sud-
den death playoff to
win his age division at
the U.8. Kids World
Championship golf
qualifier held June
26 at Michigan State
University’s Forest

Akers in East Lansing.

The 11-year-old
shot a 42-36-78 for
18 holes and qualify
for the U.S. Kids
World Championship
later this month in-
Pinehurst, N.C.

Glenn's younger
brother James, 9, fin-
ished second in his
division scoring a 39
for nine holes and will
also be eligible to com-
pete in the U.S. Kids
World Chaimpionship.

MIAA honor roll-

The Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic
Association recently
recognized its top
scholar-athletes who
carried a 3.5 grade-
point average or better
on a 4.0 scale for 2007-
08.

Among the area
nominees included:

Emily Collins
(Livonia Clarenceville),
Kalamazoo College;
Megan Crumm
{Canton), Albion
College; Sean Dillon
{Plymouth), Adrian
College; Olivia
LaFortune (Wayne),
Olivet College; Kelly
Lepper (Salem),
Kalamazoo; Laura
McKendry (Cantomn),
Alma College; Maggie
McNicholas (Canton),
St. Mary’s, Ind;
Heather Michalsen -
{Salem), Olivet; Katie
Milis (Canton), Albion;
Carrie Oleszkowicz
{Canton), Albion;
Alexandra Plisko -
{Livonia Stevenson),
Alma; Ben Schroeder -
(Stevenson), .
Kalamazoo; and . -
Lauren Siedlik (Livonia
Churchill), Olivet.
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Quality Products

e Dependable Fast Service
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® Service changes & upgrades

* Installation of fixtures, ceiling funs, efc.

* Wiring of hot water heaters, appliances,
hot tubs & more
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