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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE'

ury finds Canton teacher quilty

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After legs than two hours
of deliberation, a jury found
former Plymouth Christian
Academy teacher Siephanie
Ann Stein guilty of having sex
with a former student, who
was 15 when their relationship
began.

The 32-year-ald Canton
woman was convicted of two

counts of third-degree criminal

sexual conduct, bath 15-year
felonies; one count of using the
Internet to communicate with
a minor 1o commit a crime, a

four-year felony; and one count

of distributing
obscene mate-
rial of a séxual
naturetoa |
minor, which
is atwo-year

Stein -
was taken into

custody, will
be sentenced July 2 in Wayne
County Circuit Court.

“1 expected this verdict,”
Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Lora Weingarden
said. “Let this be a lesson to
teachers everywhere that they
can’t be involved with stu-

sobbed as she

' dents”

Some of the most damning
testimony occurred Monday,
when the Canton teenager said
Stein knowingly broke the law
when she agreed to have sex
with him.

“She didn’t want me 1o tell
anybody because she didnt
want it to get around,” the.
boy, now 16, said in reference
to his relationship last year
with Stein, his former English
teacher at PCA. A

The teen, whose identity is
not being published, said he
tried to downplay Stein’s par-
ticipaticn in their courtship

by Canton Police Department
detectives by saying that he
“made” the mother of two have
sex with him and send nude
photographs io his cell phone.

“She still loved me,” he said.
“I thought I was still in love -
with her.”

The teenager testified his
relationship with Stein inten-
sified inthe spring of 2007,
when he was 15. In addition
to visiting her home when her
husband and young children
were present under the guise
of 2 mentor-student relation-
ship, he said they ventured
away from the “Canton subur-

- to Belle Isle a.nd various other

of sex with teen

until he turned 16 — the legal

parks. age of consent — to have sex.
Although Stein’s attorney - “She wanted it to happen,” he
Todd Flood argued that the said. “She meant a Jot to me at

that point.”

After the verdict was read,
Judge Craig S. Strong denied
Flood’s request that Stein be
given one more day of freedom
to be with her two young chil-
dren.

“This case is 257 days
old,” Strong said, noting that
most cases of this nature are
resolved within 90 days. “She
has had the benefit of freedom
for avery long time.”

boy was a computer hacker

who manipulated and lured his .
client into a relationship, the
teen said his former teacher’s
participation was voluntary

and the two often spoke of get-
ting married and had decided

on names for their future chil-
dren: Aidan for aboy and Ava
for a gitl.

At one point, the boy pre-
sented Stein with a ring, which
she wore. He also said it was
Stein’s decision to back down

when he was first approached

ban area” and went on dates

from her initial goal of waiting

tiparks@hometownlife.com | {734) 953-2170

PHOTOS BY LI BRESLER | STAIF PHOTOGRAPHER

Madelyn Paspal, 3, works on her art project at the D & M Art Studios tent. Madelyn, who came to Liberty Fest with her mos, Sarah Paspal, and her sister
Sophie, looks fike a work of art after having stopped for face-painting,

Liberty Fest rocks

Record crowds make annual summer festival a big success

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFT WRITER

Actor turned musician John
Corbett was rocking with
his band on the main stage .
in Heritage Park when, in
between songs, he told a few
jokes that got a laugh out of
the large Liberty Fest crowd
that had gathered around

to see if the former star of

Northern Exposure-and Sex
and the City could actually
sing.

As it turned out, he could.
It was also apparent he could .
tell a funny joke. _

“I can bring the funny Its
like 2 comedy, music show,”
said Corbett, who was the
headline act at Liberty Fest,

As Corbett was rocking .
the amphitheater Saturday
evening, Canton recreation .
coordinator Jon LeFever was

WHAT BID YOU THINK?

Did you atiend Liberty Fest?
If s0, what did you think?

-What were your favorite or
least favorite aspects of the
annuaf festival? Lither e-mail
fditor Kurt Kuban at kkuban@
hometownlife.com or post a
comment on our Web site at
www.hometownlife com. Also,
for more photos of Liberty Fest,
check out the gallery on our
Web site.

running around making sure

" everything was going smooth-

ly. As he locked around, he
marveled at the crowds.

“It’s been like this all day.
We had to open two overflow
parking lots. We've never had

to do that before,” he said.

LeFever estimated that
more than 20,000 people
attended the festival over the
course of the tvwo days, espe-
cially Saturday.

_ “We've never had crowds
like that — ever,” he said.

It was clear that Canton’s
annual summer festival is
becoming a big regional draw.
Just ask Edgar Freeman. The
Ypsilanii resident brought his
wife, Ebony, and their four
children Saturday.

“We heard it was a good-

_event,” he said. “It's a great

time for the kids. There’s a lot
of excitement. And the weath-
er has been nice.”

Canton resident Sarat
Kothapalli brought his 4-year-
old son Anish on Saturday.
While Anish was enjoying
the rides in the Family Zone,
Kothapaili raved about the

" Jennifer Tobin tries out the Sri

Lankan look at Ranjini “Jeanie”
Deraniyagala’s tent.

annual festival, which he also
attended last year.

“It’s beautiful to see Canton
has so nmach to offer its resi-
dents. I've been telling every-
one I know in other commu-
nities to come out. F've really
been promoting it because it's
such a great time,” he said.

As for Anish, he said he
loved the all the rides, but
especially the “big wheel”
(Ferris wheel).

afternoon.

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
DBSERVER STAFF WRITER

If you question whether a
gun trumps a non-existent
bomb, just ask Joseph Webster.

Webster, a 54-year-old
Ypsilanti man, has been
charged with bank robbery,
armed rebbery and a habitual
third offense for his thwarted
attempt at robbing a Canton
Comerica Bank, 45420
Michigan Avenue,

Ptease see ROBBERY, A6

"BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Joseph Webster is arranqned by video in 35th District Court Tuesday

Good Samaritan
packing gun stops
bank robber

Fawzi

! Thisis the
note that -
police say
Webster
handed the
teller.
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Tiger legends to visit

Detroit Tigers legends -,
Mickey Lolich and Willie
Horton will be the guests

-of honor as the new Canton
Hentington Bank hosts
a grand opening event on
Saturday, June 21, from- 11
a.m.-1 p.m. While the former
Tigers will autograph photos,
there will also be games, give-
aways, food and more as part of
the event.

The new Canton office,
located at 47152 Michigan
Avenue, officially opened its
doors on May 27. It is the 44th
banking office in Southeastern
Michigan for Huntington.

During the grand opening,
anyone that opens a qualified
checking account will receive
a $50 American Express Gift
Card.

For more information call
{734) 495-3200.

Public art walk

Canton’s Public Art Walk
encourages area residents to
take a walk along Canton’s
Ford Road on ¥riday, June 27
and discover the temporary
public art exhibit currently on
display.

Participants of this spe-
cial narrated tour will meet
in the IKEA parking lot at 8
a.m., and be shuttled to the
starting point at the Canton
Community Arch, a permanént
art display at Canton Center.
The group will then be guided

*in a two and a half mile walk
east on Ford Road, viewing
several sculptures along the
way. The walk will end back at
the IKEA parking lot, where
refreshments and a special gift

-await participants.

This event is weather per-
mitting. No make-up dates
will be scheduled if this walk
is cancelled, due to inclement
weather. Be sure to wear walk-
ing shoes.

There is no cost to par-
ticipate in this walk, but ~
pre-registration is required
by Wednesday, June 25. To
register, call (734) 394-5460

AROUND CANTON

Varsity quad |

The Canton High School Chiefettes held auditions recently for the 2008-09 pompon team. The varsity team includes
{back, from letf) Sarah Lindibauer, Brooke Granowicz, Mefissa Krug, Sarah Mabie, Ashley Pelydoras, Megan Youny,
Courtney Simpson, Alex Brekke, Eva Debeliso; (middle) Jordan White, Lexie MacDiarmid, Tori Parrelly, Emily Nairn,
Michelle Smiley, Emily Bouse; and (front) Kristina Crilley, Courtney Fravala, Xatie Schwalm, Lauren Hutchings,
Britrey Kopchia, Sarah Graves, Ashley Delbrocco.

or stop by the Summit on

the Park, located at 46000
Summit Parkway. For more
information, visit leisure.can-
ton-mi.org.

ARC seeks public input

The Alliance of Rouge
Communities (ARC) has sched-
uled public meetings to seek
input on how to help shape
the future of the Rouge River
watershed. Two public meet-
ings have been planned and the
schedule is as follows; Monday,
June 23 at 6:30 p.m. at
Plymouth Township Hall locat-
ed at 9955 N. Haggerty Road"
in Plymouth, and Tuesday, -
June 24 at the William M.
Costick Activities Center locat-
ed at 28600 Eleven Mile Road
in Farmington Hills.

During the meeting, partici-
pates will be given a presenia-

1_

Happy Hounds
now offers....

Cage-Free

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

Overnight Boarding!

¢ “Catching a snooze

: at Happy Hounds
is fun!”

tion by the ARC on the health
and quality of the Rouge River.
Afterwards participates will be
divided into break-out session
where they will be able to give
input and ideas that can help
shape the future of the water-
shed.

Pre—reglstratlon is requited
at least two days in advance of
the meeting. To register please
call (734) 272-0289 or e-mail
rsvp@allianceofrougecommu-
nities.com. If you are unable
to attend the public meetings,
you may still give input by fili-
ing out ARC’s on-line survey at
www.allianceofrougecommu-
nities.com.

For more information on
the ARC visit www.allianceo~
frongecommunities.com.

Summer blood drive

The Red Cross Blood Mobile
will be at the Canton Public
Library on Friday, June
20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Appointments are available by
calling the library at (734) 397-
0999. Walk-ins are welcome.

According to the Red Cross,

every two seconds someone

in America needs blood.
Historically, the summer
months are a challenging time
for blood centers. The most
prominent factor affecting
summer collections is that
high schools, colleges and
universities are on summer
recess. During the non-sum-
mer months, this population
accounts for approximately 15
percent of Red Cross blood col-
lections. Other factors affect-
ing the supply are that people
have more options on how to
spend their free time during
the summer as they iake vaca-
tions and engage in tradltlonal
suminer actlwtles

Design excellence
nominations

Canton’s Committee for
Community Excellence iscur-
rently accepting nominations
for their annual Design excel-
lence awards, which promote
excellence in landscape, archi-
tectural, and environmental
design. The deadline to submit
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Parents, families and
friends of the Plymouth High
School Class of 2008 look-
ing for the traditional list of
graduates and accompanying

photos will find them in the
Sunday, June 21, Observer.
There is also & photo gallery
on-line at our Web site, www.
hometownlife.com

a nomination is July 15 and ali
entries must include a street
view photograph. Entries sub-
mitted without a photo will be
disqualified. Judging will take
place July through August and
awards will be presented at
an appreciation ceremony in
October.

Nomination forms are avail-
able on Canton’s Web site
at www.canton-ini.org, the
Summit on the Park, Canton’s
Administration Building, and
in the June Focus Newsletter.
Completed forms must be sent
to: Canton Design Excellence
Award Attn: Amy Colligan
1150 Canton Center Road
South Canton, M1 48188 The
Design Excellence Awards
are sponsored by Canton’s
Committee for Community
Excellence. For questions or
more information please call
(734) 394-5164.

Chamber Grub Crawl
The Canton Chamber of

Commerce is now selling tick-
ets for its annual Canton Grob
Crawl, which is scheduled for
July 22. Grub Crawl T-shirts
are now available for pickup at
the Chamber Office. If you're
interested in volunteering your
time to help out during this
event, contact Lisa at (734)
453-4040 or e-mail eventsco-
ordinator(@cantonchamber.
com. .

Salem pom goif outing

The Salem High School
Rockettes pom squad will be
hosting its 8th annual golf out-
ing Saturday Aug. 10 at Fox
Hills Golf Ciub, 8768 North
Territorial Road, in Salem
Township. For additiénal infor-
mation call Bryan Cornell (734
536-2185.

Neighborhood-wide
garage sale

The River Meadow commu-
nity will host a neighborhood-
wide garage sale Saturday,
June 20, 21 and 22 at (8 a.m.-
4 p.m. all days). The neighbor-
hood is located off of Geddes
Road between Beck and
Canton Center (there are two

entrances).

Farmers market

The Bartlett-Travis proper-
ty in Cherry Hill Village is the
site of the Canton Farmers
Market every Sunday from 10
a.m. - 2 p.m. through Oct. 26.
Admission is free. The weekly
event features entertainment,
as well as vendors selling
fresh produce, baked goods,
plants, crafts and more. For
more information, call the
market master at (734) 394

s5323. Memorial golf out-
ing

Dave and Lynn Garr of
Canton will hold the Seventh
Annual Vanessa Grace Garr
Memorial Golf OQuting on July
12 at the Links of Novi. The
outing, a memorial to their
daughter Vanessa, will benefit
the Oakwood Program for
Exceptional Families which
is located in Allen Park and
serves children with all types
of disabilities.

Vanessa passed away in
2001 due to complications
from cerebral palsy, a brain
defect which occurred at
birth. In the past six years,
the outing has raised more
than $150,000 for disabled
children’s charities in and
around Metro Detroit.

“This is a wonderful orga-
nization with a truly caring
staff that puts a lot of blood,
sweat and tears into helping
the:children that come into
their office,” said Dave Garr

of the Gakwood program. “in

faet, Dr. Susan Youngs, who
runs the program, was the
only one of Vanessa’s doctors
to show up at her funeral.

" That shows you what kind of

people they have there.”

The outing, which costs’
$125 per golfer or $50 for
dinner only guests, features
lunch, golf dinner, three
hours of open bar, silent and
live auctions and lots of doox
prizes.

To support the outing either
by playing or by contributing,
please contact Dave Garr at
(734) 542-6800.
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Piano, Big Screen TV

2070 — Theadric Philpot — Dresser, 2 End Tables, 4 Chairs
3016 — Antoine Tillison — Grill, 4 Totes, Golf Clubs

3025 — Sean Truex -Microwave, 2 Ladders, Couch

5054 -- Darius Mason - 2 Bikes, Tools, Kids Motorcycle
5088 -~ Phillip Wadsworth — Bicycle, Dresser, 2 End Tables °
8001 — Sandra Washington — 5 Bags, 3 Boxes, Misc Items
8010 — Richard McKesson — 8 Bags, 1 Crate, Misc Items
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BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

" Barack Obama’s message to
a raucous crowd of supporters
at Joe Louis.Arena was loud
and clear. Michigan is might-
ily important if he is to win
the White House in November.
Tn return, Obama promised
to put the state back to work
and make it a critical player in
his vision of a greener, more
energy-efficient America.

Obama, who was making the

. second of two Michigan cam-
Ppaign stops on Monday (he vis~
ited Flint in the morning), said
his presidency would concen-
trate on developing alternative
fuels and power generation,
and that Detroit’s manufac-
furing experience would play
a major role in the effort. For
example, he said “old steel
mills in Michigan would start.
making windmills” and the

‘Big 3 would be enticed to start
cranking out a new generation
of cars that could help America
break its dependence on for-
eign oil. ]
_He recognized that Michigan
residents have been particu-
larly hard hit by the changing
€Conomy. ' ‘

“In Detroit and in Michigan,
there’s a quiet desperation
across the land. I've seen it
time and again,” the presump-
tive Democratic presidential
nominee told the crowd of
more than 20,000.

Obama shared the stage
with former Vice President Al
Gore, who showed up to offer
his endorsement of the Iinois
senator. Gore, who has spent

his time since his failed 2000
hid for the presidency sound-
ing the alarm about a warming
planet, said America needs

“to find the moral courage” to
change course and help elect

. Obama.

““With our'votes this
November, we need change,”

" Gore said.

President George W. Bush
was a constant target of
Gore and Obama, as well
as Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm, who received a cool
reception when she took the
stage to introduce two of the
biggest heavyweights of the
Democratic Party.

Obama praised Granholm’s
efforts for heading state gov-
ernment through some rocky
waters that were beyond her
control. He also recognized
the efforts of nearly every
prominent state Democrat,
from U.S. Sen. Carl Levin to
‘Wayne County Executive Bob
Ficano. There was one notable
exception, however. He failed
to mention embattled Detroit
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, who
was nowhere to be seen at the
event.

Obama also had kind words
for Hillary Clinton, who he
defeated in a somewhat bitier
campaign for the Demoeratic -
nomination. The large Joe
Louis Arena crowd booed
several times when her name

- ' was mentioned, but Obama

chastised the crowd, saying

Clinton was a fighter who is
deserving of the admiration
of every Democrat and is an
inspiration to woman across
the land, including Obama’s

| LOCAL NEWS |

Obama: We must put Michigan back to work

two daughters.

“She has shattered the glass

ceiling into 18 million pieces,”
Obama said. “She is going to be
at the forefrount in our battle for
change.” _

Although Obama praised
John MeCain, his Republican
opponent, for his military
service and time in the U.S,
Senate, he said there was a
clear distinction between his
candidacy and McCain’s, which
Obama said would continue
the policies of President Bush.

In addition to a cleaner envi-

. ronment, Obama said he would
concentrate on making college -

affordable, help people strug- -
gling with home foreclosure,
fix public education, and solve
America’s health care crisis. He
said he has a plan for universal
health care that would make
sure the 47 million Americans
currently without health insur-
ance would be able to get
affordable health care. He said
the plan would also benefit
those who already have health
insurance.

“If you have health insur-
ance, I will lower your premi-
ums. If you don’t have health
insurance, you will have the

-same insurance I have as a U.S.

senator ... by the end of my first
term as president,” he told the
diverse crowd.

“We can't afford to wait to

-fix our schools. We can’t afford

to wait to fix our health care
system. We can't afford to wait
to bring back good jobs and
wages to Michigan. And that’s
why I'm running for presi-
dent of the United States of
America,” he said.

Canton students

recognized

Three local college students
recently earned awards for
their dedication and com-
mitment to community ser-
vice during the 12th annual
Michigan Campus Compact
{(MCC) Cuistanding Student
Service Awards, April 5, in
Lansing.

Monica Mukerjee,

Michigan State University
senior of Canton, received

the Outstanding Community
Impact Award. This award

is given to five undergradu-
ate students and one gradu-
ate student from the state of
Michigan for their dedication

. to community service and civic
engagement.

Anna Onofrion, Schoolcraft
College junior of Canton, and
Justin Rumao, Michigan State
University senior of Canton,
received the Heart and Soul
Award. This award is given
10 students to recognize their
time, effort and personal com-
mitment through service.

Michigan Campus Compact
promotes the education and
commitment of Michigan col-
lege and university students to
be civically engaged citizens,
through creating and expand-
ing academic, co-curricular
and campus-wide opportuni-
ties for community service, ser-
vice-learning and civic engage-
ment. For more information,
please visit www.micampus-
compact.org.

Leadership award

Canton’s Kelly Weir earned
the Association of Fund
Raising Professionals’ Youth in

Philanthropy Award duringa

ceremony as part of the chap-
ter's 20th Ahniversary celebra-
tion of National Philanthropy
Day. Weir, the danghter of

ON CAMPUS

Robert and Barbara Weir of
Canton, is a recent graduate of
Grand Valley State University
and is currently eraployed by
the American Cancer Society,
Great Lakes Division. The
award was presented to “an
individual who has demon-
strated- in an extraordinary
manner- a positive example for
others to follow through an ini-
tiative and comupitment to vol-
unteerism and philanthropy.”

Student teaching

Local student Amy Lindman
is doing her student teach-
ing at Concord High School..
She graduated last May from
Albion College with a degree
in Spanish education and a
minor in secondary physical
education. She is the daughter
of Russell and Carol Lindman
of Canton and a graduate of
Canton High' School.

Madonna graduates

The following Canton
residents graduated from
Madonna University: Nadine
Bonnet (allied health admin-
istration); Nicole Chambo
{(hospitality management);

" Kevin Entsminger (sport

management); Lauren Green
(fine arts); Ximberly Jezowski
{child developiment); Sarah
Reel (marketing); Elizabeth

.Taboko {(social work); Teresa

Tallman (paralegal studies);
Alyssa Chamkhi (education
planned program); Stephanie
Fenton (journalism/public
relations); Laura Guilfoyle
{math for elementary); Jennifer
Hebel (mathematics); Jonathan
Johnson (business administra-
tion); Steven Mexicotte (his-
tory; pre-law); Dawn Preston
(psychology-business concen-
tration); Grace Uko (manage-
ment information systems);
Alexandru Vlad (business
administration); Kelly Walker
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Call 1-800-469-3618 (24 hour recorded message) or go to;

woww, midischerniation.com

| » Affordable Pricing

THE BEST
HANDS DWWt

& .
Mountaineer

Sale Ends
63008

Save $7000 Mi'ﬂi:;wm
on any BA unitli

Make Everyday A Backyard Adventure!

Save Over $1 ,000 vs Competitors Pkg #4 Designl
§' Deck, 24 Sq. FL,, 8 Beam Ht, Deluxe Wave
Slide, 3 Swings, 1 Trapeze, Rockwall, Tire Swing,
Rope Climber. (Based on 4708 web comparisor.)

On-line Catafog: doilhospital.com. |
The Doli Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
3947 W, 12 Mile, Berkley, 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 Sun 12-4§

1005 Of Models! Best Prices!
Compare & Save!

Save 30-45%

. Big Beam Conpstruction!
Lifetime Warranties!

(business administration); and

" Nicole Worthington (nursing).

Admitted to business
school '

Canton’s Morgan Franke,
PCCS graduating senior, has
been admitted to the E Broad
College of Business Freshman
Program at Michigan State
University. She is one of only -
100 students selected to par-
ticipate, based on leadership
qualities, interest and involve-
ment in business and submis-
sion of an essay on why she
wants {0 pursie a career in
business.

Swwsact’on savar il o goce.”

» Quietest Units

¢ Quality Instalfation
¢ Extended Warranties
 EZ Financing

(734) 525-1930

Our 34th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

ng MIDDLEBELT » uvom.qj

DEJBEO0E63
e S

The Temperature
I Rixing

Give Your
Furs The
Very Best
Summer

$95 For Your First Fur Coat

$85 ForEach
" Additional Garment

PRESENT THIS AD TO SAVE
ADDITIONAL 55

ON EVERY CLEAN.& STORE -
UNTIL S 28.08 .

Glerer /&93_

Detroit (313)873-8300
Bloowfield Hills (248)642-3000

www_dittrichfurs com

oo Yo, 0 e _rhie R P e e
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Presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Barack Obama (left) shakes hands with former Yice President Al Gore,
who joined Obama at his Joe Louis Arena rally and endersed him for president. - .

ASLOWAS

EY

s PassbrsresiCrenpany

SilverLine
ilverLine
WINBOWS<DOORS
¢« Maintenance-free vinyt,'ﬂévemeeds painting
-+ Dualinsulated glass for comfort & energy savings

(ot

+ Limited lifetime warranty

ASLOWAS

Replacement
+ Windows from

+ [nfinity's Riberghass outtasts and outperforms
- Fiberglass low maintenance replacement windows

« Top thermal performance saves on energy bifts

3
i
1

il

ASLOWAS

Andeérséni Vi

« Revolutionary Low-E4 glass

» Low-maintenance Perma-Shield® exterior cladding

fomitt

. HURRY,,,
Limited Time
Offert

« Charming rich wood intetlors

« Green Seal® environmental certification

WINDOWS + DOORS « SIDING « ROOFING » & MORE _
*&mmé.%am;sm@wmzwwmWW:memrw%mmm%st:mg@wmnws‘ce.

| S’the-dale your FREE in-home estimate:
734-272-0640 or WindowExperts.com

B S s L e e B DT o s WM_A,MN‘\_/\/\“K/‘»/‘\—ﬂM-'\M.'*. A
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http://compact.org
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If you want to submit an item for
the religion caiendar, fax it to

(734) 5911279 or write: Rehqmn

" “Calendar, Observer Newspapers,
36251 Schooicraft, Livonia, Mi 48150.
Deadline for an announcement to
appear in the Thursday editionis
noon Monday.

JUNE

Jerusalem marketplace

Vacation Bible School continues 6-
8:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday, June 13-2¢,
at Hosanna-Tabor Lutheran Church,
%600 Leverne, between Inkster and
Beech Daly, and West Chicago and
Plymouth Roads, Redford. AH ages
welcome. For more information, call
(313) 937-2424.

Sprout time

Preschoolers and Toddlers ages1to
Pre-K and their parent are-invited to
join Beil Creek Community Church for
bible stories, music, crafts 101130
a.m, Thursday, June 19 and 26, and
July 10 and 17, at McKinley Elementary
School, 9101 Hillcrest, Livonia. Bring a
lunch and have fun. For informatior,
cali (734) 425-1174 or e-mait jen@
bellcreek.org. .
Summer music ministry
Thursday, Jure 19 (People's Ringers
from Milan), and July 10 (Sci Ridge
Brass Quintet), dinner at 6 p.m. for
$6, concert at 7 p.m., at St. James
Prestyterian Church, 25350 W, Six
Mile, Redford. Call (313) 534-7730.
Hymn sings July 6, Aug. 16, Sept. 7.
Family Choir all ages are invited to
sing at 9 a.m, rehearsai and then ~
morning service June 22, July 27, Aug.
24, and Sept. 7. All are welcome to
music events.
Third Un-Annual Art Show

Daes art have Buddha nature? 7-10
p.m. Friday, June 20, and noon to &
p.m, Saturday June 21, at Still Point
Zen Buddhist Temple 4347 Trumbull
-Ave. (at Canfield), Detroit. A portion
of proceeds support Still Point. All
welcome. Artists include Still Point
members, invited guests and juried
artists. Poetry reading opening night
9-10 p.m. under the stars (weather
permitting). For details, call 313 645)
9860 or (313) 580-6825, or a-mail still-
pointart08@gmaii.com.
Bethany Suburban West

Monthly Breakfast Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Safurday June 21, at Leon's 30149
Ford Road, Garden City. All separated,
divorced and singles weicome. Call
(734) 513-9479.
50th anniversary celebration
Farmer members and friends are
being invited back to Grace Moravian
Church in Westland 16:30 a.m. Sunday,

June 22. A pot luck dinner will follow
the service at 31133 Hively. If-you are
planning to stay for the meal, call
Beverly Mcore at (734) 722-4102. The
Moravian denomination celebrates
550 years since it was founded in
1457. On July 13 former pastor Rev, -

Allen Bergmann wili be guest speaker.
A pot luck foliows that service as well,

Ordination
Paut Undiin will be ordained and
installed as pastor of Hosanna-Tabor
Lutheran Church and School 4 p.m.
Sunday, June 22, at 9600 Leverne,
between Inkster and Beech Daly, and
West Chicago and Plymouth Roads,
Redford. For more information, cail
(313) 937-2424. '
Prayer in America
Seventh annual Worldviews Seminar,
Detroit Public Television and
Intesfaith Partners of the Michigan

Roundtabie for Diversity and Inciusion

present Prayer in America 4-8:3C p.m.
Monday, June 23, at University of
Michigan-Dearborn. For reservations,
call (313) 8701500 or send e-mail lo
Tanaya Parker at tparker@miround-
tabile.org.

Rain forest adventure
Vacation Bible School invites all chil-

dren 5:30-8:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday,

June 23-26, a light supper each night
leads {0 an evening of games, crafts,
songs, skits, stories, no charge,
Garden City Presbyterian Church, of
Middlbelt, one block south of Ford. To
register, call (734) 421-7620.
Vacation Bible school
Friendship Trek 9-11:30 a.m. Monday-

Friday, June 23-27 (for ages 3 through-

completion of fifth grade), at Christ
Qur Savior Lutheran Church, 14175
Farmington Road, north of 1-96,
Livonia. Bible learning via Wilderness
.Crafts, Survivor Games, Backpack
Snacks, and Bible songs. Suggested
donation $10 per chiid. To register,

cali (734) 522-6830 or anline at www.

christoursavior.org.
Water works park
%15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday, June 23-27, at Ward Church,
Northvitle. “Uncle Jerry” Jacoby,
nationally known far his Good Stuff
school assemblies, will share humor,
stories and songs. Other activities
include infiatables, crafts, games,
music. Free and open to children
entering grades £-7.
For families needing al'-day activ-
ity, Ward offers SHINE daycamp with
drop-off hours avaifatile as of 7 a.m.
and lasting untii 6 p.m. SHINE day
camp is $15, and requires pre-regis-
tration. Information at wardchurch.
. org. :

RELIGION CALENDAR

Summer day camp

Performing arts camp for grades
1-6 with funch included, 9 2.m. {0 2
n.m. Monday-Wednesday, June 23-
25, at First Church of the Nazarene,

21260 Haggerty, north of Eight Mile,
Northyille. Cost $50. Cali (248) 348-
7600.

Family concert

Deane and the Dynamas bring their
beach boy style worship music all the
way from California 7 p.m. Wednesday,
June 25, at First Church of the
Nazarene, 21260 Haggerty, north

of Eight Mite, Northville. Call (248)
348-7600. No charge, no registration
required.

Ward Church car shnw

Featuring classic, custom and just
plain hot cars and motoscycles
5:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, June 26, in
the parking lot at Six Mile and Cross
Roads, just west of Haggerty. To enter
a vehicle, send.e-mail to Dan Jones

at danjories@live.com by Monday,
June 23. :

Summer day camp

Offered by Ward Church in Nerthville
for children entering grades 1-6, con-
tinues to Aug. 24. Hours are 8 am. to
6 p.m., with extended care available
at an extra cost, Campers will partici-
pate in one field trip per week with
additional local eutings and weekly
water days. Daily elective classes
will include sports, drama, music,

and foods. SHINE is a fuily-licensed
daycare through the State of Michigan
Department of Human Resources.
Weekly full-time registrations range
fram $135 to $165. Information avail-
able at wardchurch.org, or by calling
(248) 374-5975,

Clothing bank

Canton Christian Fellowship Clothing
Bank is switching its hours far this
month enty to 2-4 p.m. Saturday, June
28, at the church, 8775 Ronda Drive,
south of Joy, between Haggerty and
Lidley. The Clothing Bank is open to
everyone in the community who is

in need of new or fike-new clothing
and is held on the feurth Saturday

of every month from 10 a.m. to noon.
Donations are also accepied. For
information, call {734) 404-2480 or
visit www.CantonCF.org:

Fall craft show

Applications are now being accepted
for the Fall Craft Show naon to 6
p.m. Friday, Oct. 24, and 10 a.m. to 4
p.m, Saturday, Oct. 25, at Riverside
Park Church of God, 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia, For details, call (734) 464-
(990.

Seekers of spiritual mtelhqence

Beacon Hill Christian Church
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MICHAEL F. LASKO

Age 99, Northville, MI, passed away
June 13, 2008, Thayer-Rock Funerai
Home, Farmington, M)

ROBERT E. WICKHAM

Age 84 of Glenview, IL a for-
mer longtime resident of
Farmington Hills, MI died on
Friday, Jupe 13, 2008 in the
Lake Forest Hospital, Lake Forest, IL.
Bob was born November 23, 1923 in
Detroit, MI to Howard and Dorothy M.
Holloway Wickham. Bob was a gradu-
ate of Albion College in Michigan, and
served our country as a Naval Officer
during WWIL. His career spanned over
40 years in the Automotive Industry
serving in Executive roles for Johes-
Pabney and Celanese before retiring
from the BASF Group as Vice
President and the Executive Director
of the Automotive Coatings Division.
Mr. Wickham aiso served as the for-
mer President of the Automotive Paint
Assoctation, Bob had served as
President of the Huron River Hunting
and Fishing Club. A truc American
sportsman; a sponsor of many trips
with lifelong fnends and family mem-
bers through-out North America for
hunting, camping and deep sea fishing.
Bob was a true dog lover, raising and
caring for many throughout his life,
most recently Strider, his trusted
“weekend” companion for the last few
years. Bob was the devoted husband of
the late Mary Wickham (who died in
2005), whom he watched over with
loving care every day throughout her
long struggle with Alzheimer’s. He is
survived by his son Steve R {Ellen}
Wickliam of West Bloomfield, ML,
daughter  Patricia L.  (James)
McLaughlin of Winnetka; grandchil-
dren Scott, Mary, Kyle, Justin, Danie},

- Anne, Jay and Scott, Besides his wife

Mary, Bob was preceded in death by
his son Frederick “Fritz” Wickham in
1987, and his brother Richard (Betty}

. Wickham. Services and interment pri-

vate. Memorials may be made to
Alzheimer’s Association, 8430 W.
Bryn Mawr Ave, Suite 800, Chicago,
IL 60631 or the American Cancer
Society, 820 Davis St, Suite 400,
Evanston, IL 60201. Info:
1990 or www.donpellanfuneral.com.

866-818-7653
ask for Char or Liz
OEOHST8062

OBITUARY §
POLICY

The first five “billed” lines of an
obituary are published at no cost.
All additional tines will be
charged at $4 per line. You may
place a picture of your loved one
for an additional cost of only $6.
Symbolic emblems may be
included at no cost (example;
American  Flags, religious
symbols, etc.)

Deadlines:
Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday
Wednesday %:45 AM for Thursday

Dbituaries received after these deadlings
Wil be piaced ins the niext availabie issue.

e-mail your ohit ta
oeobits@hometownlife.com
or fax {o: '
Attn: Obits c/o Charolette Wilson
734-953-2232
For more information cal:
Charolette Wilson
734-953-2070
or Liz Keiser
734-953-2067
or tofl free

847/675-

{Disciples of Christ) examipes the dis-
ciplines ofsdirituadity in action during

the 1p.m. Surday worship service in
Juse at St, Michaei Lutheran Church
Chapel, TO00 N, Sheldon, south of .
Warren, Canton (enter through the
south double doors next to the play -
area) For information, call (313) 402-
6900 or {313) BO6-PRAY, send e-mail
to beaconhillcedoc@ac!.com.

Summer camp
Christ Qur Savior Lutheran Early

% Childhood Pregram fer Summer Camg
continues to Aug. 22. The center is
open 7 a.m.to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday
for ages 18 months £o 12 years. For
more information, call (734} 513-8413
or drop 14175 Farmingion Road, north
of I-96, Livonia.

UPCOMING

. Mom's retreat

St. Michael the Archangel Parish in
Livonia invites all Cathotic Moms

in the area to join in an occasional
morning off this summer to enjoy
some persenal time for prayer and
relaxation, coupied with some aduit
discussion of topics relevant fc

your daily faith life. 8:30-10:45 a.m.
Wednesday, July 2, July 16; Aug. 13,
and Aug. 27. A Children's Ministry will
be offered while moms-enjoy Mass, a

continental breakfast, and conversa- .

fion and discussion with other moms

Red Cross blaod drive S
8 a.m. o 2 p.m. Sunday, July 13, in
‘the parish hall at St. Edith Catholic
Church, 15089 Newburgh, Livonia.
Walk-tns welcome. For information,
call (734) 464-1222, ext. 309.
Vacation Bible school
9 a.m. to noon Monday-Friday, July
14-18, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,
39020 Five Mile, Livenia. Cost $25
for the first child, $2@ for each chitd
thereafter. Call {34} 464-0211.
Vacation Bible school )
July 14-18, at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, 39020 Five Mile, Livonia. Cost
is 525 for first child, $20 thereafter,
includes music CD. Call {734) 464-0211,
Open house
For Hosanna-Tabor Lutheran School
7 p.m. Wednesday, July 16, and
Thursday, Aug. 14, at 9600 Leverne,
between Inkster and Beech Daly, and
West Chicago and Plymouth Rs.,
Redford. The school offers infant day
‘targ, preschool for 3-4-year olds, full
day kindergarten and 1st-8th grades.
For more information, call Laura
Goodman at (313} 937-2233 or sead e-
mait to Igsodman@hasanna-tabor.org.
Eucharistic adoration
St. Michael the Archargel Church,
located at the southwest corner of
Plymouth and Hubbard, Livonia,

at §t. Michael's on the southwest cor-
ner of Hubbard and Plymouth Road,
Livonia. Moms may register for as few
or many sessions as their schedules
permit, cost is $8 per session withan
additionat $2 per child for Children's
Ministry care. Cali (734) 2611455, ext.
200 or on-line at www.livoniastmi-
chael.ofg.

Manthly dance
Hosted Bethany Suburban West which
pravides peer support to divorced
and separated of ali Christianfaiths,
8 p.m. to midnight Saturday, July
5, at St. Robert Bellarmine, 27101 W.
Chicago, at Inkster Rd., Redford. No
dance Jesson this menth. Cost $10.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Call (734) 261-
5716 for details.

Vacation Bible schoof
This Royal Adventure teaches stu-
dents about the character of God
through Kings and Queess of the Bible
6-8 p.m. Monday-Friday, Juiy 711, at
Metropolitan Seventh-day Adventist
Church, 15585 Haggerty, north of Five
Mite, Piymouth. No charge.

Rummage sale .
9a.m, te 2 p.m. July 1012, atst.
James Presbyterian Church, 25350 W.
Six Mile, Redford, Call (313) 534-7730.

Bethany Suburban West
Fireworks at Heritage Park in Taylor
Friday, July 11. For tetails, call Llsie af
{313) 563-1142.
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Low Prices Since 1948

ALL FINISHED FINE JEWELRY
AT FARMINGTON HILLS STORE |
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Children's book brings Bible teachings to ffe

BY LINDA ANK CHOMIN
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

David Kraai knew he had
to find a better way to teach
children about God than hav-
ing them memorize Bible sto-
ries. The fifth grade boys in
his Sunday School class could
already spout tales like Jonah
and the Whale by heart. After
praying about this dilemma,
Kraai realized he had to
change his perspective to make
the subject more interesting
not only for his students but
the masses. _

I Hawve to Save My MiniBot!
is episode one of the Solomon’s
Quest series he plans to write
and self-publish. The brightly
colored cartoon ilustrations
by Tom Roy immediately
attract children of all ages. Roy
is a Lathrup Village artist who
wrote a comic strip, The Pitts,
for the Detroit Free Press.

The pair set publishing his-
tory by printing their first
non-denominational Christian
children’s book in English,
Spanish and Braille all at the
same time. The graphics and
text are both in Braille so
many blind children are seeing
an angel for the first time.

“You don't change the story,”
said Kraai, formet children’s
pastor at Ekklesia Detroit in
Westland. “Each story, char-
acter and event were carefully

David Kraai has been involved with
children’s ministries for more than
30-years.

placed there by God so you
could understand your cre-
ator, savior, your enemy, and
yourself. The story of David
and Goliath is really about
you. The lead character is pat-
terned after me. Like me he’s
adopted and has a hard time
seeing himself as lovable. The
adoption process makes us feel
unlovable. He still has issues
and is on a journey to discover

* zod.” ‘

Kraai uses 2 giant com-
puter brain to entice Danny
Abel just as he did with his
Sunday School students at
Briglitmoor Christian Church
in Novi. Every week he built
a time machine, space shuttle

or plane to keep the children’s
attention. Qubirt was an 8-
foot-tall computer which had
faces to talk to the kids. In the
book Goliath is smarter than
its creator and installs the
Bible in its memory.

“] felt it was necessary to
reach out to kids and give
them the message,” said Kraai
who's been in children’s minis-
tries for more than 30 years. “1
wanted to come at it from the
perspective of how I approach
things, if it’s not fun why
would I want to be there?”

Rev. David Boyd, formerly in
charge of children’s ministries
for Assembly of God, sug-
gested Kraai write a devotions
book to go along with { Have
to Save My Mini-Bot! so chil-
dren would spend more time
interpreting what they read.

A coloring book is also in pro-
duction for the youngest set.

“We're losing the children,”
said Kraai. “The coloring book
helps me reach the smaller
churches who probably don’t
have children’s minisiries.”

Kraai said he'd like to
schedule book signings at area
churches no matter what the
denomination. In the mean-
time he’s busy at work on
episode two due out this fall.
In the back of the first book
is a poster announcing “I've
Waited My Whole Life For
This.”

A new Christian storybook teaches children about the Bible by making it ail
about them,

The books cost $19.95,
$12.95 for the devotions now
under the imprint of Earnest
Publications which is named
after Kraai’s father. A portion
of the proceeds go to Center
for the Blind of the Assemblies
of God (www.blind.ag.org)
‘based in Missouri. Paul
Weingartner, director of the
center, encouraged Kraai to
publish in Braille. Sarah Sykes
spent 120 hours transcribing
the text for the first book. For
more information, visit www.
solomonsquest.com or call

33640 Michigan Ave. + Wayne, M1

NEW HOPE (Between Wayne Rd. & Merriman Rd.}
BAPTIST (734) 728-2180
CHURCH Virgil Humes, Pastor

Salrday Evening Worship 6:00 p.m '

Sunday Worship 7:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. » Sunday School 9:30 am.

Clarenceville United Methodist
20300 Middlebelt Rd. + Livonia
248-474-3444
Pastor Beth Librande
Worship Service 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Nursery Provided

Redford

Idgrsgatg (L | 2siocks
sech Lia y313-937r3170

9:20 - Trad, Worship & Sun. Sch.
11:00 - Conternp. Family Worship
www.redfordaidersqate org

'} Wednesday Praise Serviee £:00 pm. + Wednesday Children, Youth and Adubt Bible Stedy 7:00-830pm,

ST. ANNE’'S ROMAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Immemorial Latin Mass
Approved hy Pope 8t. Pius V in 1570
St. Anne’s Academy - Grades K-8

23310 Joy Road © Redford, Michi
5 Blocks E. of Telegraph © (313) 534-2121

Mass Schedule:
First Fri. T:00 p.m.
First Sat. 1E:00 2,m.
Sun, Masses 730 & 50:00 a.m,

Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
Tuesdays at 7:00 BM.

St Genevieve Roman Catholic Church
8t Genevieve School - PreK-§
29018 Jamison » Livonia ¢ 734-427-5220
{Fast of Middlebelt, between & Mile & Jeffries}
MASS: Tues. 7 p, Wed., Thurs. 9 &,
Sat. 4p, Sun 1ta

St. Maurice Roman Catholic Church

32765 Lyndan = Livonia » 734-522-1616
{between Memman & Farmington Roads)
MASS: Mon, 8:30 a, Fri. B:30 a,

Sat, 6 p, Sun 8a .

PLYMOQUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
45801 W, Ann Acbor Road = {T34) 453-1626
Sunday School - 245 A M,
Sunday Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening - 6:00 PM.
Family Night - Wed. 7:00 M.
NEW HCRIZONS FOR CHILDREN LEARNING CENTER
(754} 465-3196

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. *+ Worship: 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Dr. Jimmy McGuire
Services beld at: Madonna University’s Kresge Hall

36600 Schoolcraft Road » Livonia
Pasking loi is on N.W.corner of Levan & Schooleraft * Nursery provided

FAITH COVENANT
CHURCH
14 Mile Road and Drade,
{248) 6619191
Sunday Worship
and Children’s Church
41 9:15 a.m. Contemporary
i 11:00 z.m.Traditional

Hills

| Child Care provided for ail services |- :
Youth Groups + Adult Small Groups}

“More than Sunday Services”

Summer Worship Service
10:00 a.m. thru August 31st
* Dynamiic Youth and Children’s Programs
+ Excellent Music Ministries
+ Small Groups For Every Age
* Dutrzach Opportunities
Pastor:
Dr. John Grenfeli [11
Associate Pastor: Rev. David Wichert

-First United Methodist Church
. of Plymouth

‘ 45201 North Territorial Road
\ . twest of Sh

5} TR
(734) 453-5280"
www.pfumec, org

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“Open Hearts, Minds & Doors™
36500 Ann Arbor Trail
between Wayne & Newhurgh Hds,
734-422-0149
Woarship Service
and
Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Rev. Marska M. Woolley

Visit our website: www.newburgume.org

{B10) 569-5396.
“There’s strife, It's reality

based but it’s not boring,” said -

Kraai. “Fve done a lot of focus
groups and had kids coming
back and saying ‘we couldn’t
stop laughing in Chapter 2.
It’s just the way we talk. You
won't ever find & swear word
or questionable things in the
book. My whotle goal is for kids
to love the story line. We need
to reach the kids when they're
stilf reachable.” :

fchomin@hometownfife.com‘i (734)953-2145
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continues its monthly program of
Prayer and Eucharistic Adoration on
the third Wednesday of each month.
The church will be open for prayer
and private worship fram 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Benediction service in the
evening. All in the area are welcome

- to participate. For detaits, call {734)
2611455,

Bethany Suburban West

Manthly Breakfast Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Saturday July 19, at Leon's 30149
Ford Road, Garden City. All separated,
divorced and singles wetcome. Cafl
(734) 513-9479.

Jazz worship

11a.m. Sunday, July 2¢, Christ Our
Savior Lutheran Church conducts a
special Jazz Worship service featur-

ing instrumentalists and singers lead-
ing hymnody and liturgy in a formaf
that will be easy and very gplifting to
sing, 14175 Farmington Road, north of
1-96, Livonia.

For information, call Mark Lohmeyer

at (734) 522-6830.

Grandparents/kids weekend

July 25-27, at Fakalo Camp &
Canference Center, Grass Lake,
spansored by ReMarried Ministries of
Ward Church. The event is a retreat
for grandparents and grandchildren,
and includes two nights lodging,

five meals, inspirational teaching by
Barbara George-Howard, a wagon
ride and bon fire, water blob and
trampoline, go caris, initiatives, and
lots of fun. .

Costs are $283 per grandparent cou-
pte or $154 per person, Grandchildren

* ages 6-17 $90 each, 5 year olds free.

Call (248} 374-7400.

Christ Qur Savior Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship
8:3C & 11:00 am - Traditional

Staffed Nursery Available

Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Pastors: Robert F, Bayer and Anthony M. Creeden

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY
313-532-2266 REDFORD TWP.

Worship Service
9:15 & 11:00 AN,
Sunday Schoel
9:15 & 11:00 A.M.
Mursery Provided
The Rev. Timothy P, Haiboth, Senior Pastor
The Rew. Dr. Victor F. Hatboth, Assistant Pastor

Cherry Hill Seventh-day
Adventist Church
33144 Cherry Hill, Garden City, MI 48135
(1 Mock west of Veitoy) Phone: 734-524-0880
Pastor: Eddie Petreaca
Meefings on Saturdays for:

Eorly Morning Bible & Heclth Closs-8 a.m,
Waorship Service-English-9:38 a.m.
Bible Studies English & Spanish

(All Ages) 11:00 c.m.
Wednesdavs:
Prayer Mgeting-7 p.m.

) I %ﬁ

G §ﬂ““l§ CHURCH

o it e Bbinayg

. Casual, Contemporary,

Excellent Children's

Program

Meets at Franklin H.S. in

Livonia on Joy Road

" (Between Merriman and Middiebelt Raads}
at 10:00 a.m.
734-425-1174

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Plymouth
EN0% W, Aun Ardsor Traik, Ptymouth, MI
734-453-0970
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Bvening Testimony Meeting 7:30

pan.
Readiag Room located t charch
Saturday 12:00 p.m.-Z:00 p.m’

734-453-0970

ROSEDALE GARDENS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
9601 Hubbard at W. Chicago, Livonia, M|
(between Memriman & Farmingten Rds.)

- GERlAy (734, 422-0494
A o www.rosedalegardens.org
GChapel Worship Service
9:00 am

Traditional Service
10:30 am

WE WELCOME YOU TO A
FULE SERVIGE CHURCH

pRESy
¥gya¥

fusay

St James Preshyterian
Church, USA

25350 West Six Mile Rd.
Redford (313) 534-7730
Sunday Worship Service - 10:00 A M., Sunday
School - 10:15 AM., Thursday Dinners - 5:00 M.
Thrift Store avery Sat. 10am-2pm
Nursery Care Provided = Handicapped Accessibie
Rev. Paul §. Bousquette

Evangetical Presbyterian Church

40000 Six Mile Road
“ust west of 1-275"
Northville, MI
248-374-7400
‘Traditional Worship
. 8:00,9:30 & 11:00 AM.

Contemporary Worship
9:30 A.M. :

Nursery & Sunday Schoot During
the 9:30 & 711:00 Hours
Evening Service * 7:00 p.m.
Service Broadcast
11:00 A.M. Sunday
WRDT-AM 560
The WMUZ Word Station
For additional information
visit wwnw wardchurch.org

14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just north of 1-96

734-522-6830

LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

1 46250 Ann Arbor Road + Plymouth

Summer Worship 9:30 am

17810 FARMINGTON RoAD,
Livona (734) 264-1360

Sunday/Bible Glass
9:45 am
Early Childhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413

HOSANNA-TABOR

9600 Leverne » So. Redford » 313-937-2424
“Vacancy Paster - Rey. Carl Rockrohr”
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Service 7 p.m.
Education Hour 1045 a.m.
Christian Scheol
Pre-Kindergarten-8th Grads
For more information call
313-937-2233

Risen Christ Lutheran

David W. Martin, Pastor

(1 Mile W. of Sheldon?

(734) 453-5252

Memorial Day through
Labor Day Weekend

www.risenchrist.info

St. PauL’s Bv. Lutrigra
CHURCH & ScHopy

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunpay: 8:30 AM, & 10:30 M.
THURSDAY: 6:30 P,
website: www.stpaulslivonia.org

Timothy Lutheran Church
A Beconciling int Christ Gongregation
8820 Wayne Rd.
(Between Ann Arbor Trail & Joy Road)
Livonia  427-2290
Sunpay WORSHIF SERVICES

8:30°A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
(NUrsSery Avatianie}

B LI
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During our Grand Opening celebration, you'll receive a $50
-American Express GiftCard when you open a gualifying account?

Visit the newest Huntington banking office in Canton and say, "hello”
to Mickey Lolich and Willie Horton, members of the 1968 World Champion Detroit Tigers.
They will be in otir office from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 21st.

$50 American Express GiftCard

- 47183 !i@ich%gan Avenue

@ *When opening a new qualifying deposit aceount betwaen bay 27, 2008 and August 29, 2008 at the Canten Michigan Beck banking oHice anly, you will raceive an Armerican Express® GiftCard, wihile supplies last. i your cheice of giftis
not avaiable, you will be offered another gift itern of similer velue, while suppliesizst. The valus of the card is $50 including 1ax andd shipping charges and is reportatle on IRS Foiot t028. For this ofler, the required minemum initial deposit
ESIEY 15 $50.00 for checking, savings or money market aceours and $2000.00 for certificates of deposit. Meney must be new 16 Humtington. OHer is gt velid in combination with any other ofler An Eerly Aczoant Closing Fee will apply o

atebunts closed within 180 days of opening. Bank reserves the ight 1 limil one gift incentive per household.

Armencan Express® is a Tepistored service mark of the Arnefican Express Company. American Express™ is net a pariicipating spenser of 1his oHer,

Mambar FDIC. IF® Humtinglon® and A bank invesied in people® are tedsrally registered service marks 6f Huntingion Bancsheres Incorserates @ 2008 Huntinglon Bencshaies Incamored

A bank invested in people®

8
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Monday’s would-be heist
started when Webster handed
a bank teller a note that read:
“I have a bomb strapped
around my waist.”

It ended when another bank
customer, Nabil Fawzi, real-
ized what was happening and
drew his handgun, a 9mm, on
Webster.

“It happened fast -said,
Fawzi, 39,.of Dearborn. “f
knew I had to act and I said,
“You are not robbing this bank
today!™

Fawzi, who spent six
years in the Lebanese army
and has a CCW permit for
his gun, said he wasn't con-
cerned about Webster’s false
claim that he had a bomb
because he had already scoped
him out.

“I knew he didn't have any-
thing, but I'm glad everything
went the way it did,” he said,
referencing Webster’s quick
surrender.

Fawzi then escorted Webster
over to a chair, sat him down
and held him at gunpmnt until
police arrived.

Police, who called Fawzi a

“Good Samaritan,” say there
were 1o issues concerning the
his CCW permit.

Webster, who is unem-
ployed and recently moved
from Belleville, was arraigned
Tuesday in 35th District
Court and is being held on a
$100,000 cash bond. If con-
victed, he faces 25 years up to
Tife in prison.

His preliminary exam is
scheduled for June 27 at 35th
District Court. '

flparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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STOREWIDE

SAlE 10 Y-~ 7 pm
Goid purchased from 10 am - 4 pm

RECEIVE 10%, 20% & 307 QFF!

' - 35 ) ACeﬁsﬁedDenierwn Qoyg SHONTHE
; S £ : Canton, M| 48188 - '3POTor daled, broken, fongied, white
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A
42927 W. 7 Mile, Northvilie
Hkghlcmd lakes Flaza

AT

248 347 4570
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D. J. Maltese Corporation

Plymouth's Old Village
886 N. Mill Street

Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1572

FAX: 734.737.0505
web: djmaltese.com

he lowest I have seemn

incredible master suites, high-tech

family rooms, commerical buildings,

70 bugild o remodel™ - IDJM

SPECTACULAR KITCHENS

Design & Construction

of fabulous whole house renovations,

spectacular kitchens,

theater rooms, awesome

PREAM [T
N ey RENOVATION & RESTORATION

BUILD il EXPERTS .
NOW

l‘b 5 Gy 7345737—' 0500
%)’PM@/ Qm@ since {940

new homes & much, much more
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Showrooms, Collection!

"R BEDROOMS

1700 S. Telegraph - Bloomfield Hills
248-334-4593

80 Master Bedrooms and
80 Children’s Bedrooms
on Display!

KIDS BEDROOMS

1716 S. Telegraph - Bloomfield Hills

248-745-0012

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, June 19, 2008 ‘ ) {*) A?

Special -Sale _Hours:

Thursday, June 19" - 9-9
Friday, June 20" - 9-9
Saturday, June 21* - 9-6
Sunday, June 22™ - 11-5
Monday, June 23 -~ 9-9

Sorry, no rainchecks or extensions.

OPEN DAILY G-9, SAT. 9-6, SUN. 11-5
www.houseofbedrooms.com

a1 Fis Pusnliig

and Serta Bedding Excluded from Half Off Discount, Free Delivery within 50 Mies and $498 Min. Purchase.

Nds_-S"tdte': 25?% Do:'wn Payrﬁent'ﬂequired. Matf O Discount Taker From “Compare At" Price of Every Second ltem of Equal o Lesser Value. not the Sale Price. Prior Sales, Clearance fems, A&;'%sones,.Seﬁa and Colgite:Be
Hthin 5C Miles and 5498 Min. Purchase. “Adult Store: 20% Down Required. Half Off Discount Taken From “Compare At” Price of Every Second Item of Equal or Lesser Value, not the Sals Price. Prior,
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Community
shows off with
Liberty Fest

If there was any doubt that Canton has become a
diverse community, the proof was on full dlspla.y at
Liberty Fest over the weekend.

All you had to do was mingle around the huge crowds -

that showed up Friday and especially Saturday at
Heritage Park to see Canton has become a huge melting
pat of different backgrounds and ethnicities. And the
best part was that everyone got along and had a great
time. .

In a region known for its racial segregation, Canton

has become a beacon of racial diversity, According to the -
U.S. Census, Canton has a large and growing popula-

tion of minorities — especially Asian residents, who now

make up nearly 15 percent youpriing to tho g

of the community. Canton’s
African-American population Census, Canton has a Iarge
and growing population

" is also on the rise, increasing
of minorities - especially

more than 80 percent since

2000 and making up about
Asian residents, who
now make up nearly 15

8 percent of the total popula-
tion.
Instead of fighting this .
dwemﬁy, it is somethmdg t}}fé}t percent of the community.
township residents and otfi- ' A .
cials alike have tried to pro- Canton S MI’ ican-American
population is also on the
rise, increasing more than
80 percent since 2000 and
making up about 8 percent

mote. That was evident at
Liberty Fest.
of the total population.

A big part of L1berty
Fest was the International
Festival, which took place
Saturday. It featured dance
performances, displays and
food from a variety of cul-
tural backgrounds. The list
. of participants included Latin Americans, Indians, Sri
Lankans, Native Americans, Chinese, Irish-Celtic and
African Americans. The majority of the participants were
Canton residents.

Many of the organizers of the International Festival are
also members of the Canton’s Multi-Cultural Committee,
a 30-member board that discusses ways to have diversity
incorporated into Canton. They, and the organizers of
Liberty Fest, should be congratulated for their efforts
to make Canton’s annual summer festlval resembie the
commuunity at large

Michigan in summer.
always a special place

Michigan is always a great place to spend the summer.

In the warm season, Michigan becomes a magical place
of yellow sand bea.ches deep green forests, sparklmg blue
lakes and bustling resort towns.

It’s a paradise for on-road and off-road bicyclists; cano-
ers, kayakers and speedboat-
ers; trout and bass anglers;
antique lovers; sunbathers;
golf devotees, no matter what
their handicap; fudge fans;
bird watchers and woods
walkers; and for those who
just love to sit by a campfire
late at night.

This summer, Michigan
should have special appeal
for state residents who had
been considering trips to
ocean shores, mountain parks
or other distant destinations.
Gasoline prices have gone
. over the $4 a gallon threshold
and threaten to move closer and closer to $5. Alrlmes
are also feeling the fuel pinch and are raising fares and
surprising fliers with add-ons when they arrive at the
airport.

Staying in state will seem like a bargain, and it will be.

Michigan's resorts in the
western and northern
‘parts of the state have
everything a family needs
to enjoy quality time
together and to split up
and enjoy some quality
time alone. There is so
much to do and so many
options.

Michigan’s resorts in the western and northern parts .*

of the staie have everything a family needs to enjoy
quality time together and to split up and enjoy some
quality time alone. There is so much to do and so many
options.

But you don't even.have to leave town to enjoy a
Michigan summer. Our local communities have a vari-
ety of recreational activities, musical events and annual
festivals. The summer is a great time to get reacquainted
with your own hometown and all it has to offer.

Michigan and summer have always been a great combi-
nation. This year, it’s better than ever.

Dbserver

) GANNET
Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Peter Neill
Community Editor | Executive Editor * | Vice President
: General Manager
.Hugh Gallagher | Marty Carry :
.Managing Editor | Director of
C Advertising

Richard Aginian - Publisher Emeritus

Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute
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KIDS, WITH GAS PRICES SO
HieH, WE CAN ONLY AFFORD
TO VACATION HERE IN
MICHIGAN THIS SUMMER.

Applauding LaJoy

I would like to applaud state Rep. Phil
LaJoy and his colleagues for their efforts
to repeal Michigan’s Driver Responsibility
Law,

This was initially g well-intentioned,
albeit poorly thought-out law designed
to raise revenue by penalizing “bad driv-
ers.” It was modeled after a New Jersey
law and New Jersey ultimately wrote off

several hundred million dollars in uncoel-

lectible taxes. Michigan’s uncollected
responsibility fees (taxes) are growing
dramatically and only about hailf of the
fees assessed to date have been collected.
Last year, Rep. LaJoy held hearings in
his Transportation Committee. This law

- in effect has been a tax on the poor and

those least able to afford it. The number
of drivers whose privileges have been
suspended has increased by muiltiples as
a result of this law, which has affected
many, including empioyers who need
licensed drivers to get to work and those
who want to work who are attempting to
eke out a living in our faltering economy,
but have no transportation.

. Unfortunately, revenue sources for gov-

" ernments become addictive. While nearly

everyone acknowledges this law is unfair,
the guestion is how do you replace the
lost revenue (last year $111 million}? Rep.
LaJoy’s bill allows those who currently
owe responsibility fecs to the state (some-
times thousands of dollars per driver} a
window of spportunity wherein they can
settle these balances for 50 cents on the
dollar, which shonld generate an inflox
of revenueto help offset the revenue loss
while Michigan tries to get its economy
back on track. -
Michae! J. Gerou
Canton

35th District Court judge

Proud of Canton community

In reading the letters to the editor sec-
tion of the Canton Observer on June 5, the
specific letter that piqued my interest was
written by Ms. Carole Levme (“Noricks a
fresh voice”).

TI've been privileged to serve the Canton
community for a number of years as the
chairman of the Planning Commission.
The vision of change that we have had for
the community, beginning in the mid- to
late ‘80s, was implemented with the elec-
tion of Thomas Yack to the office of town-
ship supervisor. This vision “to create a
pleasant community for families and their
needs with the highest of standards in

_ mind” has in fact been met and is, for the

commuinity, a reality, Morepver, it is this
Canton community team effort and per-
severance which has made it happen, not
cronyism nor a good old boy network.

Melissa McLaughlin both a member of
the Planning Commission and the trustee
representative as well has diligently
worked to achieve our community vision
with the skill, knowledge, and integrity of
a true professional.

As a community leader, I overwhelm-
ingly support Melissa in her bid for town-
ship treasurer. Her dedication to the com-

-munity is highty evidenced by her positive

impact on both the township boaxd
and the Planning Commission as well

LETTERS

— achieved by working with others.

In answer to Ms. Levine’s comiments
regarding our cominunity and change,
one must remember that while growth
cannot be halted we do our best to man-
age it well.

We have grown to a community of
positive recognition, and we are working
ever so diligently to continue this trend.
Contrary to the perception of Canon in
the past. This was done through a “We”
rather than a “Me Syndrome” so prevalent
in today’s society.

Regarding Ms. Levine’s transparency
remark, Thomas Yack has an open door
policy of management since his election
to office. This approach is utilized by the
township employees, the elected officials,
and the appointed community members -
of the township (of which I am one).

In conclusion, may I say how privileged
and proud I am to be a resident of this
fine commmumnity and am honored to be of
service as well. :

Victor Gustafson,
chair, Canton Planning Commission

Any leaders out there?

Firdt, the citizens of Michigan were
faced with their taxes being raised — both
in paying higher payroll taxes and prop-
erty taxes (even though their property
values plummet).

Then, when the businesses learned
how much their taxes went up based on
the new and “improved” (cough, congh)
Michigan business tax — they passed that
additional burden onto the consumer in
higher prices — so the Michigan citizens
pay AGAIN for the legislatures “wisdom.”

Then these legislators gave themselves -

a raise for a job well done (cough, cough
again).

Then, they start to pass legislation
giving tax breaks to companies who are
going to suck food out of the food supply
for ethanol which is translating into high-
er food prices (on top of the drought and
disease and fuel costs that are pushing up
food prices).

Then, fuel prices soar (this one is no
fault of our Legislators but they should
have enpugh foresight to realize that “life”
happens and leaving some degree of wig-
gle room in the taxpayers’ budgets).

So now — the family has to decide if
they are going to drive to work for what
little is left of their paycheck — or feed
their families off of 2 welfare check.

But wait! Qur Legislature is not done
with us yet!

Their most recent "wisdom" is to trans-
fer electric costs to those who STILL
HAVE A PLACE to live from the backs
of the business owner — who was already
passing on the cost to us through their
product price increases anyway. And off
the backs of the public schools systems
whao all have a health insurance plan that
needs plenty of gutting before pushing
even more costs on to the taxpayer.

If you are on welfare or work for the
government in any way — you have health
insurance that either is far superior to the
ones paying for that insurance (the tax-
payet) or al least you have health insur-
ance which most taxpayers do not.

Congratulations, Lansing. You are the
worst Legislature this state has ever seen.

Not ONE of you deserve to be re-elected!
Reason: T have not heard or seen any of you
in the news speaking OUT against these
incredibly BAD policies except in your
little newsletters to your “supporters.”

Michigan needs a Jeader — are there
any out there?

Valerie Earle
Livonia

 Abortion hurts everyone

Each spring hundreds of thousands of
high school seniors are graduating, ready
to take on the next phase of their lives.

It is a sad time in some ways but a happy
time in many others, as new challenges
and experiences await them. I congratu-
late all those who are graduating; With
graduation come the responsibilities of

being a citizen and becoming more aware

of the issues and forces which shape our
society.

I heard 2 commentary recently about
a likely overlooked and very sad aspect
of high school graduations; the potential
graduates who are not with us due to
abortion. For the year 1990, the Centers.

for Disease Control (CDC) reported
1,429,577 abortions in the 1.8, Many of

today’s graduates were born that year. For
the year 2005, the National Center For
Education Statistics reported 15,555 high
schools in the U.S. When you do the math,
this equates to about 90 less students for
each graduating high school elass in 2008
across the U.S. Another way to look at it
is that at 1,500 students per high school
the number of aborted children over a
four-year period could fill over 3,500 high
schools. This would mean more teaching
and other associated jobs.

To choose an abortion is more than just
a personal choice, it has ramifications for
all of us - most of all the unborn child.
To the graduating seniors, think fora
moment about your classmates who aren’t
with you at your graduation ceremonies
and remember them. To mothers facing
a crists pregnancy: consider an adoption.
To women and men who may be hurting
because of an abortion: seek out the heal-
ing and forgiveness available to you. For all

of us: remerber this when it comes time to -

cast your ballots this fall. The voices of the

' unborn cry out for us to do so,

Marshall Grazioli
Canton

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for yerification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail;

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, M1 48150

Fax: v
{134) 591-1279

E-mail; )
kkuban@hometownlife.com
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“The dlstnct is in good shape, we don't seem to be missing a beat ... He's provided guality leadership and
implemented a very collaborative team effort in addressing the district’s issues. He's brought new energy to the
job ... and he’s been a stimulus for his team to step up and be more accountable.”

-~ Barry Simescu, Plymouth-Canton Board of Education vice president, on the performance of interim
Superintendent Ken Jacobs
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