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Plan to bring in 
national retailers 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS . 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Some call it construction, 
others label it demolition, but 
the businesses in the Canton 
Corners shopping center are 
happy to see some action. 

In addition to the new build­
ing being constructed in the 
plaza's parking lot, the middle 
of the development has been 
gutted to make room for three 

national retailers. 
The plaza, located on the 

southwest corner of Ford 
and Lilley, has been cleared 
in the space between Wesley 
Berry Flowers and Paul's Fine 
Jewelry. Tic Tac Nails has been 
temporarily relocated from the 
west side of the plaza into an 
open space on the east end. 

"We knew something was in 
the air (with the plaza), but we 
weren't sure of what was going 
to happen," said Bob Mathews, 
manager of the Red Wing Shoe 
Store, of the plans to bring in 
the national retailers. 

The stores have been 
rumored to be Home Goods, 

Dick's and buybuy BABY, £ 
The outlot building, one of 

three scheduled for the devel­
opment, is slated for an AT&T 
Store and a GameStop. The 
stores are expected to open in 
the summer. 

"I definitely think this is 
going to bring new life into 
the place," Mathews said. "It 
has got to be an improvement 
because we've been dealing 
with a half-empty (develop­
ment). We are all looking for 
big things." 

Tom Eiden, manager of 
Richardson's Super Drugs, said 
he believes the project will be 
impressive once it's complete. 

"I believe it's going to bring 
people into the plaza that 
have never been here," he said. 
"Then maybe they will see 
some of the other stores." 

Joe Kosik of JFK Investment 
Co., who previously declined 
to release the names of the 
retailers expected to move into 
the center of the plaza, did not 
return calls for this story. 

In addition to the AT&T 
Store and GameStop, a 
Potbelly Sandwich Works is 
slated for the east outlot build­
ing. "This is going to generate 
more traffic into the plaza," 
Mathews said. "It's going to be 
a trickledown for all of us." 

G r a d u a t i o n 

p r o v i d e s 

b a c k d r o p t o 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Former Salem High School 
Principal Jerry Ostoin — mak­
ing his first public appearance 
since suffering a stroke Nov. 10 
— received a standing ovation 
from staff, students and parents 
during graduation ceremonies 

'Jerry Ostoin loved Salem High 
School. He is the epitome of a true 
"Rock," our Salem blue symbol. 
Jerry Ostoin is an icon in this 
district and never will be replaced.' 
PATRICK FITZPATRICK, Interim Salem Principal 

Sunday at Eastern Michigan 
University's Convocation Center. 

Along with the ovation, inter­
im Principal Patrick Fitzpatrick 
— who has a 40-year friendship 
with Ostoin — read a special 
tribute to his colleague. 

An eight-minute video from 
the Class of2008 was also 
played, which several times 
spelled Salem Spirit as O-S-T-
O-I-N. 

"It was such a lovely tribute," 
said Jan Ostoin, Jerry's wife. 

"We were both very over­
whelmed by the experience. 
The video really speaks to 
Jerry and caught his spirit for 
the school and how he loves 
Salem." 

Fitzpatrick, who said Ostoin's 
appearance "was very emo­
tional," noted now important it 
was for Ostoin — who began his 
career with Plymouth-Canton 
Schools in 1 9 7 4 as an area 
coordinator for Salem and was 

. appointed principal in 1986 
— to be at graduation. 

"He walked out on a Friday 

B i l l BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Former Salem principal Gerald Ostoin responds to the cheers and applause of the graduation day crowd. 

P l e a s e s e e c o m p l e t e l i s t o f S a l e m H i g h S c h o o l 

g r a d u a t e s a n d p h o t o s o f t h e g r a d u a t i o n c e r e m o n y 

o n p a g e A3. 

afternoon, had his stroke on Saturday, 
and the staff and kids never saw him 
again," Fitzpatrick said. "This was his 
class ... it was good for everybody to see 
him and bring some closure." 

Ostoin, 63, spent the winter rehabili­
tating in Florida, and according to Jan 

appears to be well on his way to recov­
ery. 

"He's come so far in six months," she 
said. "He's walking, has most of his 
movement back and his speech is com­
ing along nicely. He'll continue with his 
therapy the next six months and hope­
fully will be back to A - l shape." 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com 

(734) 459-2700 

BILL BRESLER i STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Construction and demolition continue at the Canton Corners Plaza at Ford 
and Lilley roads in anticipation of several national retailers. 

Get an early j u m p on 
Liberty Fest tonight 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If you can't wait until 
Friday to take part in the 
Liberty Fest activities, there's 
good news, you don't have to. 

A sneak preview of the 
weekend's activities will 
begin at 5 p.m. today in 
Heritage Park. 

The Fest's family zone will 
be open until 10 p.m. and a 
concerfrby 50 Amp Fuse will 
kick off at 7 p.m. 

The Fest's official activi­
ties are set for Friday and 
Saturday in and around 
Heritage Park. 

Among the highlights of 
the two-day celebration are 
Friday's Nickelodeon Live 
shows and its "Movie 
Under the Stars" showing of 

Shrek 3. 
The Canton Lions Club will 

have its annual complimenta­
ry pancake breakfast, which 
coincides with the Liberty 
Fest parade, Saturday morn­
ing in the Kohl's parking lot 
on Ford Road. 

Despite all the interactive 
activities that have become 
huge hits of the Fest, 
Jon LaFever, Canton 
Leisure Services recreation 
coordinator, said one of 
the most popular features 
remains the fireworks that 
close the event. 

"We see so many house par­
ties and graduation parties 
(at the homes surrounding 
Heritage Park)," he said. 

"It's great that so many 
people are outside watching 
them." 

PHQTOCHLSItHMARVIN 

All together now 
Volunteers use a rope to tug debris out of the Lower Rouge River during 
Rouge Rescue/River Day activities in Canton, they are standing on Canton's 
new recreation trait that was opened to the public on Saturday. According 
to Bob Belair, one of the coordinator's for Canton's site, there were about 
270 volunteers that helped out with Rouge Rescue activities, and close to 
another 300 people showed up for the trait grand opening in the afternoon. 
Volunteers planted 160 trees, built more than 200 birdhouses, and helped 
open up a couple log jams in the river. There were also three ribbon-cuttings 
on the various legs of the trail. "It was a nice day. Everything went pretty 
smooth," Belair said. 
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CITY OF PLYMOUTH! First time offered for 
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Canton clean-up 
Canton Waste Recycling 

(42020 Van Born Road) will 
be holding a Canton clean-up 
event 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., June 
13 and 8-11 a.m., June 14. 
CWR offers residents a chance 
to dispose of non-hazardous 
items that can't be discarded 
curbside. Call Canton Waste 
Recycling at (734) 397-5801 for 
more information. 

Farmers market 
The Bartlett-Travis property 

in Cherry Hill Village is the 
site of the Canton Farmers 
Market every Sunday from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. through Oct. 26. 
Admission is free. The weekly 
event features entertainment, 
as well as vendors selling fresh 
produce, baked goods, plants, 
crafts and more. For more 
information, call the market 
master at (734) 394-5323. 

Experimental Aircrafters 
fund-raiser 

The Experimental Aircraft 
Association's 45th annual 
Father's Day Pancake Breakfast 
will take place from 7 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., June 15 at Mettetal 
Airport (8500 Lilley Road 
in Canton). Breakfast is 7-11 
a.m., and lunch is 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. The event, spon­
sored by local EAA Chapter 
113, will feature aircraft dis­
plays, helicopter rides, airplane 
rides, and more. 

Cost is $5 for adults, and $3 
for children. All proceeds will 
fund scholarships for students 
going into an aviation-related 
field. For more information, 
call Dave at (734) 223-2675, or 
visit www.eaall3.org. 

Memorial golf outing 
Dave and Lynn Garr of 

Canton will hold the Seventh 
Annual Vanessa Grace Garr 
Memorial Golf Outing on July 
12 at the Links of Novi. The 
outing, a memorial to their 
daughter Vanessa, will benefit 
the Oakwood Program for 
Exceptional Families which 

is located in Allen Park and 
serves children with all types 
of disabilities. 

Vanessa passed away in 2001 
due to complications from 
cerebral palsy, a brain defect 
which occurred at birth. In the 
past six years, the outing has 
raised more than $150,000 for 
disabled children's charities in 
and around Metro Detroit. 

"This is a wonderful organi­
zation with a truly caring staff 
that puts a lot of blood, sweat 
and tears into helping the 
children that come into their 
office," said Dave Garr of the 
Oakwood program. "In fact, 
Dr. Susan Youngs, who runs 
the program, was the only one 
of Vanessa's-doctors to show up 
at her funeral. That shows you 
what kind of people they have 
there." 

The outing, which costs $125 
per golfer or $50 for dinner 
only guests, features lunch, 
golf, dinner, three hours of 
open bar, silent and live auc­
tions and lots of door prizes. 
To support the outing either 
by playing or by contributing, 
please contact Dave Garr at 
(734) 542-6800. 

Cat crisis at shelter 
The Humane Society of 

Huron Valley says it has a seri­
ous crisis on its hands. It has 
more than 75 cats and kittens 
available for adoption and 
another 200 in foster care in 
need of loving homes. 

"Each spring and summer 
we are inundated with home­
less cats and kittens that need 
homes. We have more cats than 
we can adequately care for 
right now. We are in an almost 
60-year-old facility that has no 
air conditioning or even decent 
ventilation. The overcrowd­
ing combined with the hot, 
humid, stagnant air puts all of 
our animals at risk for serious 
illness. This gets us to a point 
of questioning our ability to 
ensure humane care of the ani­
mals in our shelter," says Tanya 
Hilgendorf, executive director, 
you to come out now." 

As a result, HSH V has 

D O E S Y O U R D O G 

Happy H o u n d s 
n o w o f f e r s . . . . 

Cage-Free 

"Catching a snooze 
at Happy Hounds 

Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Hoarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details Rumba 

If you are at work, on vacation, 
or traveling tor business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

673 South Main St. • Plymouth, fvll 481701 
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

" A H A P P Y D O G D A Y . . . I S A D A Y O F D O G P L A Y ! " 

lowered its cat adoption fees. 
Kittens 6 months and younger 
- $100 (adopt one and the sec­
ond kitten is free); adult cats 
over 6 months old - $30 (adopt 
one cat over 6 months old and 
the second is $15); adult cats 
8 years and older - $20 (adopt 
one cat 8 years and older and 
the second is $10). 

HSHV is an independent 
501(c)(3) non-profit organiza­
tion serving all of Washtenaw 
County and Canton Township. 
For more information, call 
(734) 662-5585 or visit www. 
hshv.org. 

Marching band alumni 

The PlymOuth-Canton 
Marching Band and Music 
Boosters are hosting the 
'PCMB All Decades Alumni ' 
Reunion Picnic & BBQ' for 
current student members and 
parents, alumni, staff, former 
boosters, etc. from noon to 9 
p.m., on Saturday, June 21 at 
Heritage Park. 

The event is open to any stu­
dent or parent who has partici­
pated in the Plymouth-Canton 
Educational Park music pro­
grams or marched with the 
award-winning Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band. 
Registration is required. A golf 
outing is also being planned for 
Sunday, June 22nd. 

The reason for the event 
is to gather all alumni with 
current students in order to 
share in the history of the 
great program and have fun. 
A PCMB.Memorabilia room is 
being built at Plymouth High 
School to capture the heritage 
and history of the program. 
Participants are asked to bring 
any memorabilia that you wish 
to donate to the PCMB history 
room. 

For more information and to 
register, visit www.pcmb.net 
and click on the alumni picnic 
link. If you have any questions, 
call Chris Hensel at (313) 268-
2098 or e-mail alumni BBQ 
coordinators Lee Bonner at 
bonner_lee@yahoo.com or 
Bryan Thomas at bryan.thom-
as91@yahoo.com. 
MDOT meeting on Ford/ 
Beck 

The Michigan Department 

H e l p i n g o u t t h e c o m m u n i t y 
At their May 7,2008 adult general meeting, Canton Newcomers President Holly Locke and fund-raising co-chair Jen 
Manriquez presented AM Plymouth/Canton Kiwanis Breakfast Club President Linda Cunningham and board members 
Janet Ott, Debby Torzy, Char Briggs and Mark Ott the proceeds of the Newcomers 2nd annual Mom 2 Mom Sale 
held in April. This donation will help Kiwanis continue their distribution of dictionaries to each 3rd grade student in 
Plymouth-Canton Schools. The Newcomers hold general meetings the first Wednesday of the month (September-
May) at the Sunflower Clubhouse where they host a speaker or activity of interest. Every month a different local 
charity is chosen to receive donations from a Si per ticket raffle held at the meeting. For more information or to 
request a complimentary summer newsletter, visit www.cantonnewcomers.org or call Donna at (734) 398-6487. 

of Transportation (MDOT) 
will hold a public informa­
tion meeting Thursday, June 
26 at 6:30 p.m. in Canton's 
Administration Building to 
discuss the findings of an on­
going traffic operations and 
safety study being done at the 
Ford Road and Beck Road 
intersection. The study is being 
done in an effort to increase 
safety and reduce congestion at 
the intersection. 

The June 26 meeting is open 
to the public and business own­
ers and residents located near 
the intersection are urged to 
attend. During the meeting, 
MDOT staff will listen to con­
cerns and address questions 
regarding the study. 

For more information on the 
June 26 meeting please call 
MDOT at (313) 375-2400. 

Civil War Round Table 
The Abraham Lincoln Civil 

War Round Table will host Mr. 
A. Wilson Greene at its next 
meeting at 8 p.m., June 19 at 
Plymouth Township Hall 9955 
N . Haggerty Road just north of 
Ann Arbor Road. -

Greene is executive director 
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of Pamplin Historical Park and 
National Museum of the Civil 
War Soldier in Petersburg, 
VA. He is the former president 
of the Civil War Preservation 
Trust, faculty member at Mary 
Washington College and his­
torian and manager at the 
National Park Service. Greene 
has written several Civil War 
books and numerous articles. 
He lectures extensively and 
makes TV appearances on 
the Civil War Journal. His 
topic will be "Civilians at 
Petersburg." 

The public is welcome, and 
admission is free. For more 
information, please call (734) 
451-7998. 
Ice cream social 

Northville Cooperative 
Preschool welcomes the com­
munity to its new location at 
the Revival Outreach Center, 
16115 Beck, with an Ice Cream 
Social 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, June 
17, in The Bistro, Building D. 
The school is now enrolling for 
the 2008-09 school year and 
has openings for 2s, 3s and 4s 
programs. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 254-9129. 
Veterans benefit 

A "Tribute to Dean Martin 
and Steve London" with music 
by Sweet Tracks will be pre­
sented 6-10 p.m. Friday, June 
13, at AMVETS Post 171,1217 
Merriman, Westland. Cocktails 

will be served 6 p.m. followed 
by diner at 7 p.m. and the show 
8-10 p.m. There also will be an 
open bar 6-11 p.m. Only 140 
tickets to be sold. They cost 
$25 each and are available in 
the post lounge. The money 
raised will benefit homeless 
and hospitalized veterans. For 
more information, call (734) 
721-9440. 

John Glenn reunion 
John Glenn High School 

Class of 1988 will hold its 20 
year reunion on Saturday, Aug. 
23 at Roma's of Garden City. 
Tickets are $30 per person. For 
tickets and more information 
please visit the Web site jgh-
s88reunion.com. 

Grief support group 
The Sharing & Caring 

Coffee Hour is an ongoing 
grief support group for wid­
ows and widowers hosted by 
Heartland Hospice. The group 
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heartland 
Healthcare Center, 4701N. 
Lilley Road, Canton. The focus 
of the group is on the later 
stages of grief, with an empha­
sis on learning to live with 
the loss. This group is held 
the first and third Wednesday 
of the month and is open to 
anyone grieving the loss of a 
spouse. There is no charge. 
For information, contact Ann 
Christensen, toll-free at (888) 
973-1145. 

J C P e n n e y O p t i c a l 

L I M I T E D T I M E O N L Y ! 

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES* 

• Any frame up to $130 
• Scratch-resistant lenses 
» Single vision, lined bifocals or 

F R E E N O - L I N E 
B I F O C A L S ! 

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct scde(s) at Public Storage 
(formerly Shurgard) located at 2500 S Industrial Hwy Ann Arbor, 
MI 48104-6130 (734)973-5584 on 6/27/08 at 12:30 Noon. Sales are 
for cash only. Removal within 24 
hours. For sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past 
due. 
Personal property described below in the matter of: 
1045 - Earl Gibbons - Dryer, Refrigerator, Washer 
2043 - Phillip Wadsworth - 1997 Triumph Motorcycle 
#SMT502FK1W-J060156 
Piano, Big Screen TV 
2070 - Theadric Philpot - Dresser, 2 End Tables, 4 Chairs 
3016 - Antoine Tillison - Grill, 4 Totes, Golf Clubs 
3025 - Sean Truex -Microwave, 2 Ladders, Couch 
5054 - Darius Mason - 2 Bikes, Took, Kids Motorcycle 
5088 - Phillip Wadsworth - Bicycle, Dresser, 2 End Tables 
8001 - Sandra Washington - 5 Bags, 3 Boxes, Misc Items 
8010 - Richard McKesson - 8 Bags, 1 Crate, Misc Items 
Publish: June 12 & 19,2008 

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639 

•$99 offer Includes any frame up to $130, single vision, STZ8 lined bifocals or standard AO Pro no-line bifocals with soatcrwesistara plastic lenses excluding Rayban and SunSpot Collection, Some special orders excluded, Additional charge may be applied tor strong Rx. Other progressives, specially lenses and lens optic™ are additional. See optician far details. Car̂ oeerirrtfrie«wtoinofrrCTafto,v̂  Void where prohibited by law. Eye exams performed by indeoendenl state licenser! Doctors ot Optome&y. Offer ends June 30,200S. 
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The next step in life . 2 — * 

Look f o r t h e C a n t o n High 
S c h o o l g r a d s in S u n d a y ' s 
Obse r ve r , a n d P l y m o u t h 
H i g h g r a d s next Thursday. 
For m o r e p h o t o s of t h e 
g r a d u a t i o n c e r e m o n i e s , 
p l e a s e v i s i t w w w . h o m e t o w n -
l i f e . c o m . 

Taylor Rae Abbey 
Matthew S.Abramowiez 
Lila Bassam Ajami 
Arafat Tariq Akbar 
Amanda Nicole Albert 
Melanie Marie Albright 
Byanka S.Allen 
Dana Eklund Anderson 
Edward Carl Anderson 
Caitiin Marie Andrews 
Andrea Sue Antuna 
KaitlinA.Apriil 
Andrew ColeArlen 
Jordan C. Arndt 
Myles P. Aten 
Ryan David Aubert 
Justin E. Bader 
Jory Justine Bailey 
Alayna Michelle Baillod 
Emily Ann Balsis 
Mark Andrew Barkoff 
Ian Matthew Barnaby 
Stephanie L. Barnes 
Anthony Curtis Bastianelli 
Brandon Michael Bastianelli 
Bilal A. Bazzy 
Gregory Dalton Beers 
Carolyn Alyssa Benages 
Kevin H. Bennett 
Hannah Marie Bentley 
Ashley Elizabeth Benton 
Lauren Michelle Bernacik 
Christina Marie Besh 
NidhiN. Bhavsar 
Christopher John Bilek 
Mailorie Margaret Biayfock 
Monika Blazeski 
Richard Franklin Bliss 
Erin Elizabeth Bodme 
Holly Marie Bolton 
Cara Renee Boyer 
SaraMonigue Branch 
Cally L. Brooks 
Tiffany A. Brooks 
Andrew D. Brown 
Caitiin D. Brown 
Caltlyn Ashley Brunett 
Brett J . Brzys 
Teia Marlene Buckner 
Steven John Budzisz 
Elissa Jolene Budziszewski 
Bianca M. Burciaga 
Sabrina Lea Burcroff 
Aflison Nicole Burke 
Justin A. Burke 
Megan Therese Burke 
Michelle Louise Burke 
Christina Elizabeth Burns 
Amanda Marie Busha 
Sara R. Cantin 
Taylor A. Carlson 
Alexander J . Caryl 
Leah Marie Cassel 
Denisse A.Castro 
Rachel Elizabeth Castro 
Anna Jane Chamberlain 
Joel Ryan Cheesman 
SidaChen 

Madeline Kay Chimka 
Rajus Chopra 
Michelle Poling Chung 
Amber Michelle Chute 
Jessica Marie Cimbrelo 
Elizabeth Karen Clagg 
Brandon Michael Clapper 
April Phoebe Ciarin 
Adrian D.Clark 
Zachary Wayne Clink 
Juliet S. Cobello 
AutumnJIene Collins 
Daniel Timothy Conklin 
Christine Marie Constantine 
Jaclyn S.Cook * 
Craig Allen Cowing 
Cameron Wesley Crawford 
Phillip Robert Creed 
Jordan Paul Creekmore 
Kelcey Lee Cross 
Elizabeth K. Daly 
Juliana S. Daniel 
Matthew R. Daubenmeyer 
Damon Ross Davis 
Diana Faith DeAngelis 

1 , 
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Class president Marie Bentley introduces dignitaries at Salem High School's 
commencement ceremony Sunday. 

Kevin P. DeBear 
Sean Stuart Delaney 
JohnM.Demery 
Max Charles Denomme 
Alok M. Desai 
Matthew Richard DeWater 
Eduardo Diaz deMiguel 
Angela Elizabeth OiNicola 
Katherine Mary Donaldson 
Kory Anthony Dondzila 
Kristen M. Dondzila 
Monique Lee Dotson 
CierraF. Dragu 
Alex M. Drake 
Dawn 0. Draper 
Scott Dreaver 
Shana Rey Dunlap 
Spencer Lawrence Dwight 
Matthew M. Dybas 
Terrance DeShawn Eastman 
Joshua L. Edelbrock 
Carrie Lynn Edwards 
Shaun Alika Eisenmenger 
Ahmad M. El-Bkaily 
Kirkland Ryley Ellens 
Emily Ann Ellison 
Max Edward Ellison 
Amanda Joyce Emmons 
Thomas Wiiiiam Engle 
Douglas E. Enhager 
Jeremy J.Epley 
Arnaldo Espiritu 
Katelyn Marie Evans 
Christine Lee Exe 
Sharon Leah Falardeau 
Alejandro F. Fesili 
Tyler Joshua Feuz 
Morgan Marie Fichtner 
Brian John Fifield 
Natalie Filkoski 
Diana Elizabeth Flores 
Justin Robert Forbes 
Ashley A. Forystek 
Jonathan David Fosdick 
Lisa Marie Foster 
Hannah Sayre Fox 
Rachel K. Freeman 
Alyse Elizabeth Fuller 
Mark Galan 
Jenna L. Gambino 
Bianca Marie Garcia 
Michelle Renee Gauthier 
Jessica Rose Genrich 
Courtney Patrice Gibbons 
Michael F.Giles 
Rachel Nicole Gizicki 
Ian Michael Giodich 
Alysha Leigh Goodes 
Kathryn Emigh Gorman 
Stephen E. Groat 
Jennifer Kathleen Grodus 
Wade D. Grysban 
Aishah Salman Gulam 
Tenae Latrice Guthridge 
Joseph Ahthony Habib 
Michael J . Haburne 
Sabrina N.Haddad 
Gregory Serge Hall 
Holly Ann Hamei 

-Jeffrey T. Hammerschmidt 
BrittneyGail Hannivan 
Cassandra Catherine Hardin 
Kristin Lee Hartwig 

Brandon P Mausbeck 
Marten R.Hawkins 
Taylor L. Hawkins 
Aimee Rochelfe Haworth 
Ryan James Hayes 
Kevin Carl Hayter 

'Caitiin M. Heaney 
Cameron S. Heidenga 
Alyssa Brooke Hefler 
Kathleen Therese Hennen 
Courtney N. Hewitt 
Colin Patrick Hickson 
Quinton R. Higgason 
Alexander J . Hill 
Ryan C. Hoffman 
Nickolas Reed Hoffmeyer 
Jaclyn S. Hoover 
Justin Alan Horger 
Mackenzie Lee Hosch 
Autumn Faith Hostler 
Cariy Jayne Howard 
Brian Thomas Huletf.Jr. 
Margaret Lynn Huls 
Alexander G. Hulscher 
Jennifer Lauren Hunsaker 
Bela! M. Ibrahim 
Elizabeth Annlckes 
Alexander Reidingesoulian 
NicholMignon Jackson 
Rebecca Ann Jackson 
Saman Javed 

• Mae Roxanne Javier 
Ryan James Jeanette 
Tyler John Jeleniewski 
Megan Marie Jenkins 
Emily Katherine Johnston 
Amanda Marie Joiner 
Ryan Zaven Kabodian 
Roman A.Kahler 
Richard Justin Kane 
BaninF. Kanji 
Wade William Kapplinger 
Brian A. Karl 
Katerina Artemis Kariotis 
Rumanyika Adam Kashoro 
Iffa Farid Kazi 
Alexander Paul Kemp 
Hamza B. Khalid ' 
Benjamin.Stan ley King 
Ariel J . Kirby 
Jenna Leigh Kiomparens 
Melissa Mae Klusek 
Brandon M. Knivila 
Daniel T.Koch 
Lauren Nicole Koehler 
Daniel G. Kohler. 
Keri L. Koltunchik 
Christopher Matthew Kovaiik 
Katelyn Diane Kovaiik 
Therese Maria Kowaleski 
Amanda Elizabeth Krause 
Chelsea D. Kreis 
Elizabeth M. Kruse 
Paul Walker Krutty 
Julie A. Kukielka 
Christopher Aian Kunka 
Kayia Catherine Kwolek 
Ashley N. Lampkin 
Audrey Marie L a n g e w i c z 
Faiza Nooreen Lateef 
Colin Michael Lazorka 
Vincent Le 
Ashley Heather LeBlanc 

Amanda F. Leedy 
Zachary James LeFevre 
Amy Elizabeth Lesinski 
Jillian Evelyn Lidster 
Derek M. Lindstrom 
Alyssi Gail Livermore 
Dana Leonard Lorber 
Jessica Susan Lowes 
Robert Floyd Lucas 
Tiffany Alicia Lumley 
Derek James Lynch 
Tracy Marie Lytle 
Claire Victoria Julie Madiil 
Alexander Ross Magee 
Sara Mahmood 
ArshaTarek Malek 

• Robert Andrew Mancuso 
Steven Phillip Marcus 
Melissa Jane Masse 
Andrew Richard Masty 
Alyssa Rae Matchette 
Kana Matsuura 
Joshua M. Matt 
Emily Marie McCabe 
Allison Maureen McCoin 
Jeremy D. McComas 
Jessica Lea McComas 
Megan Elizabeth McCord 
Sara Jane McDuff 
Terrance James McKay 
Elizabeth Victoria McKinley 
Casey James McKnight 
Bryan Daniel McLaughlin 
Elizabeth Ashley McLoud 
Annie Lynn McTurner 
LaceyAnn Marie Menning 
Stephanie L. Mifsud 
Benjamin Howard Milan 
Chelsea A. Miller 
Karie Lynn Miller 
Kayia R. Mills 
Alaya Charnece Mitchell 
Robert James Moelich 
Stevie Alaine Momkam-

Tchuenkam 
Arielle Elizabeth Montes ,. 
Chase E. Moore 
Kaytfin DJ Moore 
Kristina Elizabeth Morse 
Miranda Moss 
William J . Moylan 
Anthony Carlyle Murillo 
Sandra Louise Nahra 
Kiyokazu Justin Nakagawa 
Corey Michael Needham 
Kyle D. Neely 
Candace Nicole Nelsen 
Caroline Elizabeth North 
Joshua Matthew Nosewicz 
Courtney Nicole Novack 
Lindsay M. Nowitzke 
Samantha Laura Anne Oliver 
Lauren O.Olson 
Robert H. Olson 
Halimah Oral 
David Oupicky 
Abigail C. Pairitz 
Leanne Michelle Palarchio 
Mark A. Paponetti 
Brittany Faye Parker . 
Jaina Bankim Chandra Patel 
MayurJ. Patel 
Parth J . Patel 

John Demery and Dawn Draper switch their tassels from to signify they are graduates. 
Sheena S. Patel Nicholas 0. Schreiber Radomir Robert Stancev Kristen L. Warnick 
Emily A. Patton Natalie Isabella Schultz SaraN.Stanislawski Lawrence T. Washington 
Luke John Paul Kaitlyn E. Schumacher Amy Lee Staubach Krewone Derrick Watkins. 
Anthony Charles Pensari Chad Lewis Seippel Grant Oliver Stone Michael James Wells 
Jose Eduardo R. Peres Camellia Nabeel Shaaban Dana Lynn Storey Jessica Lauren Werth 
Jessica Claire Perrin Freya! P. Shah Meghan Marie Strahan Jared David Whipple 
Rene M. Perry Krishna K. Shah Kyle M.Streck Ashley Jeanne White 
Morgan Kay Pertler Maria Shahid Charles J . Swain Jared Brenton Widlak 
Todd Martin Peterson Deanna Shaya Arielle Chavon Swasey Tricia Nicole Wilkewitz 
Valerie Ernestine Pierce Trent M.Shelton Ashley Nicole Swygert Evelyn Y.Williams 
Arielle Veronica Pietron Hongda Shen Megan Nichoie Talmadge Moflie Lynn Williams 
Jesse Lee Poigter Akintunde 0. Shodipo Jonathan W.Taylor 'Monica Lynn Williamson 
Rachael A. Pollard Amy N. Shoemaker Stephan R.Telenko Kara J . Winczkowski 
Robert Charles Portelli Katie J . Shuil Jessica LynnTeunis Gregory E.Wisniewski 
William Paul Prew Amritpal S. Sidhu Emily A. Theodore Elizabeth A. Wolf 
KelseyJ. Pulis lan Albert Siebert Derek Roland Thieleman Hiu-Tung Wong 
Sarah Catherine Pursell Alan Michael Simmons Kirstin Yvonne Thieleman Chelsea R. Wrenn 
KunOian Alyssa Marie Sinclair Brandt M.Thomas Faith Elizabeth Wroblewski 
Elizabeth Ella Radkoski Abhaydeep Singh Joseph Francis Thomas Linda Anne Wroblewski 
Bradford Sullivan Ragland Angela Singh Derrik Ora Trace Anna Maria-Elisabeth Wurster 
Yuvanesh Rajeev Jonathan Tavras Skeeters Robin. Marie Tramel Jenny Lynn Xia 
Lavanya Rao Kaitlynn Suzanne Skipper TrinhPhuong Tran Anna Persichini Yanke 
Joseph Anthony Reardon Carillon Joy Skrzynski Hannah Elisabeth Treppa Corrine M.A. Yarfjer 
Matthew Henry Rebandt Noeile Marie Skrzynski Natalie Christine Tripp Brittany Rose Young 
Spencer Scott Reber-Leventis Jill Donna Slabey Sarah Jane Trocke Susan Ashley Young 
Danae K. Regan Jacob T.SIemp Shane Dreteli Trotter Jessica K.Yu 
Paige Shivonne Regular Amanda L. Smith Andrew Devon U pshaw Kathryn E.Zang 
Gillian FayReily David P. Smith Rachel Michelle Emily L. Zazula 
Kyle Reno Emily Ann Smith VanCampenhout Fan Zhang 
Ariel Renee Rohn Lindsey Nichofe Smith Alexa Preston VanVliet Yuhan Zhao 
Jenine DaLee Rowe Robert Russell Smith Casie Christine Vella Derek M. Zimmerman 
Lauren Farris Rushing Brandon S. Smothers Swathi Venkatesan Efthimios 1. Zitros 
Allie M. Saad April Marie Sobecki . Brandon Michael Verdi FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
Zara Salman Daniel Joseph Sommerville Valerie Michelle Waldbauer STUDENTS 
Nicole Alina Sanburn Nathaniel Charles Spala Akshay Walia Eduardo Diaz deMiguel 
Sanila H. Sarkar Hollie N. Spehar Ariel Stmone Wallace Douglas Enhager 
Stefano F. Savastano Nichoie Elizabeth Spino Jacob Christopher Waiter Jose Eduardo R. Peres 
Ryan Thomas Savino Kyle A. Stabile TsungYuWang 
Lindsey Nicole Schiller Brooke Nicole Staff eld Megan Rose Ward 
Brittany Anne Schmidt 

Megan Rose Ward 

THINKING ABOUT . . 

•Quietest Units 
•Affordable Pricing 
• Quality Installation 
• Extended Warranties 
• EL Financing 
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Our 34th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA . 
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Advertisement Spinal Stenosis 
Severe B a c k , Sciatica o r leg pain guide that 

Y o u Should K n o w A b o u t . Available free. 
Detroit, MI. - Have you tried pills, injections, therapy, surgery or 
massage? Shane L, Stanley DC offering The Severe Back, Sciatica, 
And Disc Pain Guide for local residents suffering from severe back, 
sciatica, and leg pain. Discover why your treatments have failed 
and a possible new solution that most doctors have not heard of. 
Call 1-800-469-3618 (24 hour recorded message) or go to: 

\vww.midischerniation.com 
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Dan's Custom Brickwork 
8 8 2 Y o r k S t . • P l y m o u t h , M l 4 8 1 7 0 

Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
> and Rebuilt 

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1 . 7 3 4 . 4 1 6 . 5 4 2 5 
F r e e E s t i m a t e s 

Licensed and Insured 
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A N N U A L P E R C E N T A G E Y I E L D 

Get a great CD rate without 
jumping through hoops. 
Some CD offers seem too good to be true. And with all the restrictions some 

banks have, they usually are. But Huntington is different. We help you get 

more for your money. All you need to get started is a $1,000 deposit. After 

all, saving money can be easy. 

# H u n t i n g t o n 
1-877-4.80-2345 ! huntington.com 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

'Minimum balance to open and obtain Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is £1,000. APY is accurate as of date of publication and subject to change without notice. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal, which would reduce earnings an the account. For personal 
accounts of less than $100,000. Not valid with any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. Member FOiC. 8 and Huntington® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2008 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 
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COP CALLS 

Target employee fired 
Canton police officers were 

called to Target on Michigan 
Avenue after the retailer's loss pre­
vention officer reported that they 
had apprehended an employee who 
admitted to embezzling money from 
the store. 

The employee, a 20-year-old 
Livonia woman, had been keep­
ing copies of customer receipts and 

then, at a later date, entering the 
items in the system as returned and 
putting the money on gift cards to 
the store. 

She also did this for her own 
purchases and on a few occasions, 
money was missing from her cash 
register. 

The woman, who was fired from 
the discount chain, waived her 
Miranda rights upon her arrest. 

She told police that this was the 
first time she had ever been in trou­
ble and that she needed the money. 

She is accused of swindling nearly 
$750 from the store. 

Man concerned about mom's 
safety 

A 27-year-old Eastpointe man 

alerted Canton police Tuesday that 
his mother could have been assault­
ed in her residence on the 46000 
block of Geddes. 

The man's mother, a 50-year-old 
township woman, was hospitalized 
a day earlier after she was found 
outdoors partially clothed and 
looking inside her neighbor's vehi­
cles. 

The man said when he visited 

his mother she appeared to be hal­
lucinating and mentioned a sexual 
assault and a murder. 

He later went-to her residence 
and found blood in the kitchen and 
bathroom. 

In addition, he said her home was 
in disarray and that her television 
had been knocked down. 

- By T i f f a n y L. P a r k s 
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© U 

* ~ — — 

o 
m 

A F T E R 

1 0 0 0 W . A N N A R B O R T R A I L P L Y M O U T H 

^^m^&m R E S I D E N T I A L & C O M M E R C I A L 

^ ^ S « J R E N O V A T I O N & R E S T O R A T I O N 

i^m E X P E R T S 

D . ] . M a l t e s e C o r p o r a t i o n 

Plymouth s Old Village 

8 8 6 N . M i l l S t r e e t 

P l y m o u t h , M i c h i g a n 4 8 1 7 0 - 1 5 7 2 

F A X : 7 3 4 . 7 3 7 . 0 5 0 5 

w e b : d j m a l t e s e . c o m 

S P E C T A C U L A R K I T C H E N S 

D e s i s n £? C o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f f a b u l o u s w h o l e h o u s e r e n o v a t i o n s , 

s p e c t a c u l a r k i t c h e n s , 
i n c r e d i b l e m a s t e r s u i t e s , h i g h - t e c h 

t h e a t e r r o o m s , a w e s o m e 
family r o o m s , c o m m e r i c a i b u i l d i n g s , 

n e w h o m e s 6? m u c h , m u c h m o r e 

A D.J . M A L T E S E 

itecsiv*; 'J quote for your construction 
projsci: from DJ/Maiteus. 

Mention trfc A d ond %JV3 
On uuy iYMy-c Miiodzlirtjofojzcij kvfom you ±#\ 
mention tnb A d yr id dvJkp a / jb will b-d fi£E 

for v/o/k quoted in itia Montf & of February md March. 

Prices may vary after 6/15/D8 il ihere are market variations. "Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 6/5/08. and may vary based o n Lowe's Everyday Low Price policy We reserve the right to limit quantities. WhSe Lowe's strives to be accurate, unintentional errors may occur. Vfe reserve the right to correct any error. 
Prices and promotions apply to US locations only.© 2008 by L o w e ' s ® . All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks ol Lf. LLC. (0806911 

001/80691/003,004,005.006,D07.008.009,010,011,013,014.016,017.018,019,021,023,026,027.028,030.0^^ 
098104.106.107108.112 115.117.123.124.125.126.127.126.131.132.133.135.136.137.138 

http://www.hometowiilife.com
http://djmaltese.com


www.hometownlife.com C O U N T Y N E W S Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, June 12,2008 (*) A5 

Lessons can be learned from Ed McMahon's foreclosure problem 
The news story last week 

about Ed McMahon, 
Johnny Carson's long­

time sidekick, having his 
Hollywood home foreclosed 
caught my attention. 

It appears that McMahon, 
85, is hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in arrears on his $5 
million mortgage. 

Most of the news sto­
ries were sympathetic to 
McMahon and blamed his 
current financial difficulties 
on health issues. Although I 
am a fan and I do feel sorry for 
him, there is a lesson for every­
one to learn. 

I have no idea how much 
money McMahon earned over 
the years. I can only speculate 

Money Matters 

that someone 
who has been 
involved in the 
entertainment 
industry for as 
long as he has 
would likely 
have made a 
fair amount of 

Rick Bloom 
money. 

The real 
tragedy is 
that someone 

who has been as successful as 
McMahon must work to cover 
daily living expenses. 

We assume that people who 
earn more money than us 
don't have to worry about such 
mundane issues as saving for 
retirement. However, the Ed 

McMahon story is just one 
among hundreds of celebrities 
and athletes who have made 
substantial amounts of money 
and who find they cannot 
maintain their lifestyle during 
retirement. I believe there are 
a number of reasons for this. 
The first is that most people 
do not know what it costs 
them to live each month. 
I heard an interview with 
McMahon in which he stated 
he never realized what his 
monthly expenses were. I don't 
care who you are, you ought 
to know what it costs you to 
live every month. You need 
to monitor that number as it 
changes over time. 

If you know what your living 

expenses are, you can make 
informed decisions regarding 
investment allocation or cut­
ting back on other expenses. 

Another lesson we can all 
learn from the McMahon 
situation is it is not what you 
make, but what you save, that's 
important. 

In McMahon's case, when 
his health improves he will be 
able, through his Hollywood 
connections, to earn some 
money. Unfortunately, most 
people in their 80s aren't so 

lucky. The only jobs they may 
be able to get is either work­
ing in a fast food restaurant or 
greeting at a department store. 

One issue I haven't seen dis­
cussed is what McMahon was 
thinking about when it came 
•to his spouse, who is much 
younger. It can be presumed 
that she will outlive him. 

In order to prevent the 
McMahon situation from 
happening to you, know your 
monthly living expenses and 
make sure you have structured 

an investment portfolio to pro­
vide a rising income. Finally, 
always remember to save as 
much as you can for retire­
ment. 

Rick Bloom Is a f e e - o n l y f i n a n c i a l 
a d v i s e r . O b s e r v e r & E c c e n t r i c r e a d e r s 
c a n s u b m i t q u e s t i o n s a t m o n e y m a t -
t e r s @ h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m . For m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , v i s i t R i c k ' s Web s i t e at 
w w w . b l o o m a s . s e t m a n a g e m e n t . c o m . 
Y o u c a n h e a r Rick f r o m n o o n to 3 p . m . 
S u n d a y s o n WDIK-AM (1400). 
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Member FDtC. Select Money Market account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balances for new personal accounts: 3.00% APY for balances greater than 
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Friends set up 
fund for band 
director's 

Marc Whitlock, the former 
director of the Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band, and 
his wife Kellie, are currently 
experiencing a serious but 
treatable medical situation 
with their 18-month-old 
daughter, Macaylah, and 
friends are trying to do some­
thing to help. 

Macaylah has been diag­
nosed with leukemia, but doc­
tors are optimistic that, with 
proper care and treatment, she 
will recover. 

Realizing the tremendous 
strain on the entire family - for 
instance, both parents have 
reduced their work sched­
ules - a group of friends has 
established a special fund to 
assist the Whitlock family. The 
fund - "Macaylah Whitlock's 
Miracle Fund" - is set-up at 
Community Financial Credit 
Union in Plymouth, Michigan. 

Friends have established a fund to help former marching band director Marc 
Whitlock and his family. 

Since the fund was established 
quickly, and resides in a non-
interest bearing account, orga­
nizers said any gifts to the fund 
are not tax deductible at this 
time. 

Such requirements would 
take months to establish, and 
friends said they felt "the need 
was too great to wait for non­
profit status." 

Macaylah is currently under 
constant care by her family 
and the doctors and medical 
staff from Detroit's Children's 
Hospital. She continues to 
travel between home and the 
hospital as she goes through 

her treatment and recovery 
process. 

Last month, Whitlock 
resigned as director of the 
marching band to help care for 
Macaylah and his family. 

Anyone who wishes to 
contribute to the Macaylah 
Whitlock Miracle Fund can 
send money and correspon­
dence to Macaylah Whitlock's 
Miracle Fund, P.O. Box 871734, 
Canton, MI 48187. All checks 
should be written to "Macaylah 
Whitlock's Miracle Fund." For 
questions related to the special 
fund, please contact Maria 
Wine at (734) 667-2936. 

F r o m T h e W i n d o w R e p l a c e m e n t Experts! 
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HURRV, 

An outdoor 
classroom 

M a n y h a n d s c o n t r i b u t e 

t o b u i l d i n g s c h o o l 

y a r d h a b i t a t 

BY TONY BRUSCAT0 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Parents, students and volunteers recently 
helped with a one-day blitz to build an outside 
classroom at Workman Elementary in Canton 
Township. 

The schoolyard habitat became a reality with 
a $23,000 Wayne County grant, another $7,000 
raised by school fund-raisers and the help of 
dozens of people, including Canton Township 
employees and the Ford Motor Co. Volunteer 
Corps. 

The impetus behind the project was parent 
Gillian Marceau, 
a member of 
the Thomas 
Workman 
Oversight 
Committee, who 
two years ago 
came up with the 
idea after visit­
ing habitats at 
other Plymouth-
Canton schools. 

"I just thought 
it was something 
every school 
should have " 
said Marceau. 
"There were 
nothing but 
homes going 
up all around 
the school and 
I wanted to 
have nature in 
the back yard 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

DeLance Farrell digs holes for native plants. 
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Planting vegetation, making paths and constructing a footbridge were just some of the tasks 
undertaken last month by volunteers working on the Workman school yard habitat project. 

so teachers and students could have a learning 
environment. 

"I also wanted something for Cherry Hill 
Village so everybody who comes through can be 
a part of it," she said. "There will be cork boards 
where teachers can display student works and 
people can find out what the kids are learning." 

A full day of activity included building a 
bridge over a pond where students will be able 
to view turtles, crawfish and other water life. 
Native Michigan plants are visible throughout 
the area. And, a l6-by-l6-foot gazebo will have a 
"live" roof with small plants. 

"There will be an irrigation system with a 
crank so kids can take turns watering it," said 
Marceau. 

Workman Principal Jim Burt said the habitat 
is a great addition as an outside classroom. 

"There are aspects to the science curriculum 
at several grade levels that are about animal 
species or habitats, and schools don't often have 
an on-site resource like this one to learn from," 
said Burt. 

"Students will be studying everything from 
plants to amphibians to water quality... all 
kinds of learning activities for kids." 
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OUR VIEWS 

Postal patrons do best 
to stamp out hunger 

They say neither rain, nor snow nor dark of night will stop 
a mail carrier from his (or her) appointed rounds. 

Neither, apparently, will more than 38,000 pounds of 
food. 

That's how much food (38,488 pounds to be exact) was 
collected by Plymouth and Canton postal carriers dur­
ing their annual partnership with the Plymouth Salvation 
Army in that organization's "Stamp Out Hunger" campaign, 
which had residents leaving food by their mailbox for letter 
carriers to collect. 

Overall, more than 297,000 pounds of food were collected 
by postal carriers and The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit. 

It's the nation's largest one-day event of its kind, and 
it couldn't have come at a better time for the Plymouth 
Salvation Army, which services Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville and Belleville. The cupboards in the Salvation 
Army's food pantry were getting pretty bare, and in one day 
those shelves were restocked. 

The food drive was part of The Salvation Army's "Doing 
the Most Good" week and is designed to call attention to 
individuals and groups, who through their actions and 
donations are "Doing the Most Good" to help the communi­
ties in which they live and work. 

The level of caring and the willingness to give in these 
communities never ceases to amaze. It's a community that's. 
heavily dependent on the auto industry which, like pretty 
much everything else in the state, is struggling. One postal 
worker said on her route alone there are at least seven hous­
es being foreclosed. 

Yet there they were, providing bags and bags of groceries 
so that others might not have to go hungry. Salvation Army 
officials said local giving was up some 19 percent over last 
year. Capt. Jim Irvine, commander of the Plymouth corps, 
estimated the Salvation Army would have had to spend 
some $5,400 to buy the amount of food that was donated 
during this drive. 

With as many groups as there are in these communities, 
there always seems to be someone asking for help. 

During the "Stamp Out Hunger" campaign, residents 
around here proved — again — help is as close as the 
-mailbox. 

State lawmakers need to 
pass Great Lakes Compact 

The Great Lakes State. That's what they call Michigan. 
And for good reason — the state is home to 3,200 miles of 
Great Lakes shoreline (more freshwater coastline than any 
other state) and touches all the lakes except Lake Ontario. 

Yet we will likely hold the dubious distinction of being the 
last or one of the last states to pass the Great Lakes Compact 
— an agreement between the eight states and two Canadian 
provinces bordering the Great Lakes that will ensure region­
al control over the lakes (and their water). In this increasing­
ly thirsty world, passing the Compact is critical if we are to 
preserve and protect one of the greatest natural resources on 
the globe, and prevent large-scale water diversions to other, 
drier parts of the world, including the parched American 
Southwest. 

Before the Compact becomes binding, each of the states 
must pass the legislation in identical form before it can go to 
Congress for its endorsement. Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana 
and New York were the first states to sign the Compact into 
law. Last month, Wisconsin joined them, and there has 
been some agreement reached in Ohio that should lead to 
the law's passage there. Pennsylvania lawmakers are also 
expected to act on it soon. That leaves one state — Michigan. 

As the only state entirely within the Great Lakes basin, 
Michigan has much more to gain through the Compact. 
We cannot afford to wait. Yet the state Legislature has been 
unable to come to an agreement on some of the most impor­
tant details. The Democrat-led House and Republican-led 
Senate have agreed on. much, which is promising, but some 
differences remain. The main difference is about who will 
need permits for large-scale withdrawals of water within 
the state. The Senate wants only users of two million gallons 
per day to get a permit, whereas the House calls for permit­
ting for withdrawals of one million gallons per day. Another 
source of contention is about so-called "Adverse Resource 
Impact Definitions" — how withdrawals will impact coldwa-
ter streams, as well as the fish and organisms they support. 

Also, there is disagreement about when the laws would go 
into effect. The Senate recently introduced an exception to 
allow a full year before they would take effect. The fear by 
some is that this will create an incentive for future users to 
rush in and register large quantity withdrawals before these 
laws would apply. 

Leaders in the House and Senate say they are getting 
closer to coming up with an agreement, which needs to hap­
pen before the Legislature's summer recess that begins June 
26. Each lawmaker needs to put Michigan's most important 
resource before party loyalty, so a bipartisan agreement can 
be reached that will not only make our state proud, but also 
put us where we should be — in a leadership role when it 
comes to protecting the Great Lakes. 
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A $544,247tax abatement for 
Marimba Auto LLC to come to Canton? 

L e t t e r s l a m m e d c o m m u n i t y 

In response to Carole Levine's letter to 
the editor on Thursday, June 5 ("Noricks 
is a fresh voice"), I'd like to offer my opin­
ion. 

The perspective from which I give this 
opinion is this: I was born and raised in 
Canton, elected to the township board 
in 1980, elected clerk in 1988; I was then 
elected to the state Senate in 1994 and 
served until 2002. 

As one who has a lifetime of service to 
this community, I take exception to the 
allegations of Canton having a "clubby 
atmosphere," that Canton eschews new 
voices, community involvement and that 
the people listed on Treasurer candidate 
Melissa McLaughlin's Web site as being 
"old guard" and "political cronies." 

These people are the leaders of Canton, 
be they elected or community activists. 
In Ms. Levine's effort to slam Melissa 
McLaughlin, she actually slammed the 
entire Canton community, board, com­
missions, staff, and volunteers. This com­
munity did not happen by accident. 

As a state senator, I spent a lot of time 
in the 13 communities in my district. I 
can tell you without fear of contradiction 
that Canton is like Camelot in compari­
son. Canton was the result of careful plan­
ning, great teamwork, a leadership with 
vision and the ability to turn dreams into 
reality. 

When I started in local politics things 
like Heritage Park, the Summit, the 
Village Theater, Pheasant Run, the 
Canton Community Foundation, sewer 
and water extensions, paving of roads, 
and the library were merely dreams 
— with no real ability to achieve those 
dreams. 

The so-called "political cronies" that 
serve on our board made those seemingly 
unachievable dreams the reality we have 
today with the assistance of committees 
and boards made up of residents who 
helped to guide and execute the plan. 
Generous donations of time and or money 
from local residents, business people, and 
developers have contributed millions of 
dollars and/or land for Canton's future. 

The so called "old guard" has hired an 
excellent staff, made up of professionals 
with exemplary credentials and a great 
deal of dedication to the community. Our 
Canton employees give 100 percent to 
make Canton a vital and vibrant com­
munity. These departments are all award 
winning for excellence in financial report­
ing, environmental policies, police and 
fire service, leisure services and Canton 
cable TV. 

Canton is one of the few communi­
ties that goes to great lengths to provide 
communication and transparency to its 
residents — with CCTV, the Canton Web 
site and the Focus offering up to date 
information for our residents. Canton is 
one of the few communities that post the 
telephone numbers and e-mail addresses 
of its elected officials so you may call or 
e-mail them, and is one of the few com­
munities whose elected officials are listed 
in the phone book. This doesn't sound like 
an opaque and closed government to me. 

As a former township elected official, I 

WEB COMMENTS 
Isn't that unfair and unjust to those of 
us who live and work in Canton? I own 
a small business in Canton with five 
employees, and my taxes are killing me. 
I think it stinks that Canton gives tax 

IETTERS 
can assure you that each board member 
gives generously of their time and purse 
to make Canton a great place to live. They 
participate in numerous charity organiza­
tions, community events, work on boards 
and commissions, donate to causes, spend 
time with residents solving issues and 
work with businesses and developers to 
build abetter Canton. This doesn't sound 
to me like leadership that simply "shows 
up for ribbon cuttings." 

As for the "nasty innuendos, accusa­
tions and worse" that Ms. Levine predicts 
will he forthcoming — the only such 
"nasty innuendos, accusations and worse" 
that I or any of my friends have heard are 
those coming from the opposition's camp. 
Ms. Levine slammed the entire commu­
nity, which demonstrates that she's either 
ignorant of how our community works, or 
is simply playing nasty politics. 

L o r e n B e n n e t t 

C a n t o n 

D E Q role ' u n d e r r e v i e w ' 

The Observer's recent editorial 
("Adequate DEQ funding is essential to 
protect waters," May 2 9 ) made a good 
case for why it is prudent to protect the 
purity of our lakes and streams. Not 
addressed was why severe cuts were made 
in the Department of Environmental 
Quality's budget. A little background may 
help to show why. 

John Pastor owns a local construction 
company that has had frequent conflicts 
with the DEQ Most involve violations 
for depositing soil in streams. Pastor's 
response to the DEQ's notices reflects 
a viewpoint that the government's only 
proper function is to improve his compa­
ny's bottom line. 

Pastor fails to comprehend that he, and 
all of us, are responsible for the welfare 
of mankind. John Pastor is also our state 
representative. 

Rep. Pastor formerly chaired a House 
committee that had responsibility for the 
DEQ's budget. He made sure all knew 
that he was empowered to cut the DEQ's 
budget as he saw fit. True to form, Pastor 
dealt with DEQ officials in a cavalier 
manner. Pastor's manner was equally 
immature when dealing with Livonia's 
engineers, also relating to environmental 
law violations. 

The DEQ is currently holding "under 
review" information pertaining Pastor's 
company violations. Rep. Pastor is term-
limited, out this December. Conceivably he 
could go to prison, he would not be the first 
In the interim, we will have to await the 
outcome of this sordid example of how one 
individual can pervert our government 

R a l p h E . W i l l i a m s 

L i v o n i a 

H e l p D a d s a v e m o n e y 

It may be that your father has always 
been there to provide advice, whether he 
was showing you how to throw the perfect 
pitch or cast a fishing line. Maybe he told 
you how to dress for your job interview or 
encouraged you to save for financial goals 
in your life, such as a car, a house and 
retirement. 

breaks for people who threaten to leave 
Canton. Businesses which quietly live and 
work in Canton get stiffed. 

Supervisor Tom Yack: Will you give me 
a tax break if I threaten to leave Canton? 

Now it's your turn to give your dad a bit 
of helpful advice that he can take all the 
way to the bank. Show him how he can 
save as much as $3,600 per year on the 
cost of prescription drugs. 

We all know the high cost of medicine 
can be a burden on fathers who have 
limited income and resources. But there 
is extra help — available through Social 
Security — that could pay part of his 
monthly premiums, annual deductibles 
and prescription co-payments. The extra 
help could he worth up of $3,600 per year. 

To figure out whether your father is eli­
gible for the extra help, he must be receiv­
ing Medicare and also have: 

• Income limited to $15,600 for an 
individual or $21,000 for a married 
couple living together. Even if his annual 
income is higher, he still may be able to 
get some help with monthly premiums, 
annual deductibles and prescription co-
payments. Some examples where income 
may be higher include if he or his spouse 
support other family members who live 
with them, have earnings from work or 
live in Alaska or Hawaii. 

• Resources limited to $11,990 for 
an individual or $23 , 9 7 0 for a married 
couple living together. Resources include 
such things as bank accounts, stocks and 
bonds. We do not count his house and car 
as resources. 

Social Security has an easy-to-use 
online application that you can help 
complete for your dad. You can find it 
at www.socialsecurity.gov. To apply by 
phone or have an application mailed to 
you, call Social Security at (800) 7 7 2 -
1213 (TTY (800) 325-0778) and ask for 
the Application for Help with Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan Costs (SSA-1020). 
Or go to the nearest Social Security office. 

To learn more about the Medicare pre­
scription drug plans and special enroll­
ment periods, visit www.medicare.gov or 
call (800) MEDICARE, (800) 633-4227; 
TTY (877) 486-2048. 

So this Father's Day, give your dad a bit 
of advice and help him save up to $3,600 
a year on his prescription drugs. He'll 
appreciate the tip as much as you appreci­
ate him. 

F r a n c e s H e i m e s - S a v k k i s 

S o c i a l S e c u r i t y P u b l i c A f f a i r s s p e c i a l i s t 

S o u t h e a s t M i c h i g a n 

We w e l c o m e , y o u r l e t t e r s t o t h e e d i t o r . P l e a s e 
i n c l u d e youT n a m e , a d d r e s s a n d p h o n e n u m b e r 
f o r v e r i f i c a t i o n . We a s k t h a t y o u r l e t t e r s b e 4 0 0 
w o r d s o r i e s s . We m a y e d i t f o r c l a r i t y , s p a c e 
a n d c o n t e n t . 
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"There will be slime." 
- J o n L e F e v e r , C a n t o n r e c r e a t i o n c o o r d i n a t o r , t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e N i c k e l o d e o n L i v e s h o w s F r i d a y a t L i b e r t y Fest, 
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