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Canton’s art of persuasion has won out

once again.

Poco Traffic Control Specialists, which

is responsible for many of the

- construction barrels, barricades and
signage on display in construction zones,
and Sysco Food Services of Detroit are
expected to stay in the township after

some intervention from Canton officjals.
In order to make room for Sysco to buy
its 10-acre property at 42000 Van Born,
Poco was preparing for a relocation to
Van Buren Township. Poco, a family-

owned company,
orange
much thought to

location since 1972 but hadn’t given

ing Sysco, 41600 Van Born, inquired
about its property.
“They have expanded as far as they can

has been at the same

moving until neighbor-

www.hometownlife.com

Deal keeps two businesses from leaving

go without getting onto our (land),” said
John Cleaver, Poco operations manager.
“They’ve been seriously trying to buy our
property for about two and a half years
and we threw a figure at them think-
ing they wouldn'’t accept it and we went
about our business.”

Sysco accepted Poco’s offer nearly a
year later.
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Frank Powefson,
owner of Poco
Traffic Control
Specialists,

will keep the
business in

¢ Canton.

users through the park.

~ New recreation
~ frail to be
unveiled Saturday

* BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After much planning
and work, Canton officials
will hold a grand opening
for the new Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail on
Saturday. The event, which
will coincide with Canton’s
annual Rouge Rescue/River
Day celebration (see page
A3), will take place from 1
p-n. to 4 p.m. with arib-
bon cutting ceremony at
1:30 p.m. The trail access
point is off of Morton
Taylor Road just north of
Michigan Avenue.

Construction crews have
pretty much completed
the first phase of the trail,

Wayfinding signs are placed lonq he traifs that will help guide

which runs along the Lower
Rouge River between
Sheldon Road and the ITC
corridor just west of Lilley
Road. Ultimately the main
trail will run from Canton
Center all the way to I-275.

In addition to the 2.5
mile long main trail, there
are several shorter loops, as
well as some trails specifi-
cally for mountain bikers.
Signs are placed along the
trail to help users find their
way.

The trail is open to walk-
ing, hiking and biking. No
motorized vehicles will be
allowed on the trail, which
dissects the Lower Rouge
Parkway, one of Canton’s

PHOTGS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Travis Roth, of Canton. bikes part of the new trail system that will be unveiled

‘Saturday.

last wooded corridors.
Canton engineer Anne

Naszradj, the trail’s project man-
ager, said people will be amazed
they are still in Canton, because of .
the woods and wildlife along the

trail. :

“I'm thrilled with this project,”

Naszradi said. “I would like to

see, with gas prices at $4 a gallon,

instead of going up north, fami-

lies can come out here and enjoy

themselves. This is such a beauti-
ful area.”

Saturday’s ceremony will
include several activities, includ-
ing guided and interpretive hikes,
bicycle safety demonstrations, a
climbing wall and recreation sta-
tion, and a scavenger hunt. For
more information, call (734) 394~
5360.

Dentist offering

BY TIFFARY L. PARKS
OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

If it’s a choice between gro-
ceries, the morigage, gasoline
or getting a wisdom tooth
pulled, Dr. Henry Pinkney is
looking to assist in the deci-
ston making. The Pinkney
Greenbaum and MacFarland
dental office is having a free

- dental day June 7 at 42301
Cherry Hill Road.

“People are having trouble in
this economy and even though
we can't do for everyone, we can
at least help some,” said Pinkney,
who has been in dentistry for 31
years and has been practicing in
Canton since 1980. )

The office will offer exams,

. X-rays, cleanings, fillings,

extractions and pain control.
The services are intended for
those that need dental care but
can’t afford the treatment.

free work

“We will use a first come,
first serve basis,” Pinkney said,
adding that the office will be
staffed with two oral sargeons
and four dentists for the day.
“We are expecting a good num-
ber of people.”

The office, which won’t
accept appointments for the
free services, has planned
1o treat the first 120 people
that arrive and more if time

* permils. Patients must be 12

for a day

or older and accompanied by
a parent or legal guardian if
under the age of 18.

“People are walking around
in pain but they may not have
the money (for treatment),”
Pinkney said, referencing a cal-
endar date that showed many
of his regular patients were
complaining about pain.

For more information, call
(734) 981-4040 or visit www.
cantondentists.com.

Al acting aside
John Corbett puts film career
on hold to rock Liberty Fest

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
(BSERVER STAFF WRITER

his manager, about whether
théy felt pursuing music was

. a good idea.

Whether vou only know
him as Aiden, Chris or Ian,
John Corbett wants you to
check out his band.

The John Corbett Band is
fronted by the actor made.
popular by his roles in the
HBO series Sex and The City,
the television show Northern
Exposure, and the big-screen
production, My Big Fut Greek
Wedding.

“A lot of people come to
see the guy they saw on
television,” said Corbett, in
a telephone interview from
California. “And really, some
come to see if I'll bomb, but
by the second or third song,
they are used to secing me
and then they start listening
to what we're doing.”

Caorbett’s band will per-
form during the 2008 Liberty
Fest at 8:30 p.n. June 14 in
Heritage Park and at 7 p.m.
June 15 #t the Village Theater
at Cherry Hill. Tickets for the
Village Theater performance
are $25, or $40 to participate
in a meet and greet. -

In hitting the road with
his band, Corbett took a itwo-
year hiatus from acting and
released a self-titled country
music album in April 2006.

The West Virginia native
says he didn’t bother getting
advice from those around
him, including his agent and

“I don't ask anyone what
Ishould do, I just do it,” he
said with a Jaugh, adding
that others probably would
have tried to talk him out of
giving up the silver screen
in favor of performing at a
bar. “Acting (in a movie) is
a group sport--Theresnota
lot of audience participation
and no creative control. With
music, I get to do what I want
to do every night.”

Jennifer Provenzano, rec-
reation specialist for Canton
Leisure Services, said tickets
are selling well for the band’s
performance at the theater
and she is anticipating a nice
crowd at the Liberty Fest

- performance, which is free.

Backed by a five-member
band, Corbett doesn’t shy
away from his acting career
when discussing his music
and believes his previous
work is a toot to grab concert
goers.

“Whatever gets them in
(the show) is fine,” he said. “I
need people to just come in.
We are finding that the audi-
ences are digging it. They are
sticking around.”

For more information,
visit www,johncorbettband.
com. For more information
about this year’s Liberty Fest,
which runs June £3-14., visit
www.canton-miorg.

John Corbett
and his band
will headline
this year's

Liberty Fest.
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safety study being done at the
Ford Road and Beck Road
intersection. The study is being
done in an effort to increase
safety and reduce congest:on at

the intersection.

The June 26 meeting is open
to the public and business own-
ers and residents located near
the intersection are urged to
altend. During the meeting,
MDOT staff will listen to con-
cerns and address questions
regarding the study.

For more information on the
June 26 meeting please call
MDOT at (313) 375-2400.

Weight loss challenge

‘In the effort to raise aware-
ness of the obesity epidemic
sweeping Michigan, Canton
Center Chiropractic Clinic of
Canton and Anytime Fitness
of Plymouth are each host-
ing Weight Loss Challenges
that will begin June 10 at the
Canton Center Chiropractic
Clinic and June 12 at Anytime
Fitness. The challenges will

_provide 12 weeks of informa-

tional meetings, group sup-
port and one on one coaching.
Opportunity for free spinal
evaluations and advice from a
fitness trainer will be offered

Cat both locations. Some of the

topics that will be covered
include protein and its role,
metabolism, digestion, stress
and dining out.

The cost to join the 12 week
challenge is $39, of which $10 -
will be donated to FIT KIDS,

a non-profit organization that
funds agencies working to -

win a Hawaiian vacation for
two by becoming the biggest
percentage loser throughout
the U.S.

The challenges are part of 2
national educational outreach
program sponsored by FSS,
an organization of Herbalife
independent distributors, and
are being held throughout the
United States. Strict rules will
apply for the challenge and
the vacation. To register or for
more information, please call
(888) 233-0398. Space will be
limited at both challenges.

Salem wrestling
fund-raiser

The Salem wrestling team is
hosting a car wash fand-raiser
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday
June 7 at Mobil (Canton Mini
Mart), 42421 Cherry Hill Road
(at Lilley). For more informa-
tion, call (734) 844-5056.

Poet book signing

Canton poet and photog-
rapher Cheryl A. Martin will
autograph copies of her book
“Woman Reclining” on June 7
from noon-3 p.m. at Michigan
Made & More, 830 W. Ann
Arbor Trail in downtown
Plymouth. Martin recently won
two more awards for her work.
“Joseph,” a haiku about her fine
art photography piece of the
same name, was awarded the
Huron Valley Council For The
Arts Poetry Award.

Additionally, her fine
art photography piece,
“Charlestown Gull,” was cho-

Youth Orchestra auditions

The Celebration Youth Orchestra (CY0) will be holding auditions for the
2008-2009 school year on Thursday June 12-13 {second opportunity
auditions will take place Aug. 15-16) at Evola Music, 7170 North Haggerty
Road in Canton. Auditions are apen to string students ages 2 and older

with at least'one year of instruction and wind, brass, and percussion
students ages 12 and ofder with at least three years of instruction. The CYQ,
supperted by the Plymouth Canton Symphony Society, has three ensembles:
the Celebration Strings for string students with a minimum of one year of
study, Celebration Sinfonja fer string, wind, brass, and percussion students

with at teast three years of study, and the Celebration Youth Symphony,
for the most advanced students In all orchestral sections. Te schedule an
audition or for more information please contact the PCSS office at (734}

4512112, or by e-maif at jane@plymouthsymphony.org.

sen through the 2008 National
Veterans Creative Arts
Competition as one of three
winners.

There were more than 1,567
entries in the first phase of
judging. The second phase of
fudging will determine whether
she’ll receive the Gold, Silver,
or Bronze Medal. If she wins
first place, she'll have an all
expense paid trip to California
for a week in Octeber to attend
the National Veterans Creative
Arts Festival in Riverside.

Martin will also be sell-
ing copies of her book at the
Border’s Express in Westland,
June 14, and the Borders
Express in Livonia, on June 21.
For more information, contact
her at (734) 397-1626, or e-mail

her at peroincs@comeast.net.

Experimental Aircrafters
fund-raiser -

The Experimental Aircraft
Association’s 45th annual
Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast
will take place from 7 2.m.-
12:30 p.m., June 15 at Mettetal
Ajrport (8500 Lilley Road in
Canton). Breakfast is 7-11 a.m.,
and lunch is 10:30 a.m.~12:30
p.m. The event, sponsored by
local EAA Chapter 113, will
teature aircraft displays, heli-
copter rides, airplane rides,
and more.

Cost is $5 for adults, and $3
for children. All proceeds willt
fund scholarships for students
going into an aviation-related
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Comedy night

The Plymouth Wildcats
Football Booster Club will host
a Comedy Night June 7 in the
Biltmore Room at the Village
Theater at Cherry Hill.

The show will feature
local comedians, including
Andy Beningo, a Michigan
native, who offers his own
hilarious chservations about
daily life, suitable for all audi-
ences. .

Other comedians include
Khurum Sheiky, born in
Pakistan, who is a 23-year vet-
eran of the Ann Arbor Police
Department, Bob Phillips who
blends topical and everyday
humor, Detroit area comic and
art student Ben Konstantin,
and Mike Bobiit, the self-pro-
fessed Star Wars geek.

Canton Township Trustee
Xarl Zarbo will be ma,ster of
ceremonies.

Light snacks, raffle, oppor-
tunity to purchase adult bever-
ages, and lots of laughs will
be on tap for this fund-raiser.
Tickets are $20 and can be

_reserved by e-mailing bron-

cobill@comcast.net or calling
(734) 416-9603, Age 19 and
over are welcome.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the
show will begin at-7:30 p.m.
For more information about
the boosters efforts, visit www.
football. plymouthwildcats.
com.

‘Marching band atumni

BBO

The Plymouth-Canton
Marching Band and Music
Boosters are hosting the
‘PCMB All Decades Alumni

‘Retnion Picnic & BB’ for

current student members and
parents, alumni, staff, former

“boosters, ete. from noon-9

p-m., on Saturday, June 21 at

- Heritage Park. -

The event is open to any stu-
dent or parent who has partici-
pated in the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park music pro-
grams or marched with the

- award-winning Plymouth-

Canton Marching Band.
Registration is required. A golf
outing is also being planned for
Sunday, June 22nd.

The reason for the event
is to gather all alumni with
current students in order to
share in the history of the
great program and have fun.
A PCMB Memorabilia room is
being built at Plymouth High
School to capture the heritage
and history of the program. .
Participants are asked to bring
any memorabilia that you
wish to donate to the PCMB
history room. For more infor-

" mation and to register, visit

www.pcmb.net and click on
the alumni picnic link. I you

have any questions, cali Chris
" Hensel at (313) 268-2098 or e-

mail alumni BBQ coordinators.
Lee Bonner at bonner_lee@
yahoo.com or Bryan Thomas at
bryan.thomas91@yahoo.com.
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Notice is heréby given that on Monday, June 16th, 2008 at 12:00
p.m. {noon), Tate & Co. Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for
Extra Space Storage, will be offering for sale under the judicial lien
process by public auction, the following storage units. The goods to
be sold are generally described as household goods. The terms of
the sale will be cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to
refuse any and all bids. The sale will be at the following location:
EXTRA SPACE STORAGE, 6729 N. CANTON CENTER RD.,
CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:00 P.M.

Avelina Solis/Carson A012 10x40 Washer and Dryer Set, 5+ Totes
‘ of Goods, humidifier, luggage,
many pieces of small furniture
and household goods. 75+ Boxes
of mige. household goods.

D143 10x20 CD Rack, 2 Plastic shelving
units, Metal waste paper basket,
Yellow 2 drawer file cabinet,
Faux-Red Suede couch, ottoma

Trevor Osburn

‘Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of

home in our home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and loving staff member!

Doy Day Gare * Boarding * Training Glasses
Visit our website for details

Jada

If you are at work, on vacation,

Haﬁ?’gﬁ%

Dog i}av ﬁsm

*%  Farm Markets e
ALL 48 COUNT

ANNUALS

From Ageratum to Zinnias

3 = 30

or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend & companion

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. « Plymouth, Mt 48170
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

OEOBADAZST

Great Lakes Einance H310 20x20
c/o Tara Meabrod

Publish: May 29 & 5, 2008

and chair. Trek Bike, 50+ boxes
of misc. household goods, box of
cleaning products, various pieces
of household furniture and goods,

6 metal horizontal file cabinets/
4 drawer, Stainless steel LG
refrigerator, Stainless steel LG
microwave, 2 Fichus trees, 2
stacks of waste paper baskets, 4
wooden horizontal file cabinets/
2 drawer, commercial pgrade,
gemi-mobile copy station, MANY
pieces of office furniture
including, desks, rolling chairs,
tables, chairs, work stations, and
cabinets.

OEDBE04291 - 245

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
- ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
cailing the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Townshlp of Canton, 1160 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734} 394-5260

Publigh: June 1 & 5, 2008
. OEOBSHM25E ~ 225

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Natice is hereby given that the City of Plymouth, Michigan will
accept sealed bids up until 10:0¢ a.m., Tuesday, July 1, 2008. The
bid opening will be at 10:15 am., Tuesday, July 1, 2008 for the

following:

PURCHASE OF SOCCER EQUIPTMENT FOR THE
2008 / 2009 BUDGET YEAR.

-Specifications and bid decuments are available at the city hall
during normal business hours. You may also download a copy of
the documentation from the City's web sile at: hitp://

www.ci. plymouth.mi.us,

Publish: June 5, 2008

The City of Plymouth reservea the right to accept or rejct any or all
bids, in'whole or in part, and te waive any irregularities.

Linda J. Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk
City of Plymouth
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‘Do-000ders restore the Rouqe and have fun, too

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
DBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“We're a bunch of do good-
ers.”

That’s how Kathy Milberg,
executive director of Friends
of the Rouge, describes mem-
bers of her organization and
the thousands of volunteers
who participate in programs
to restofe the Rouge River and
preserve the 470-square-mile
Rouge Watershed.

On Saturday, about 3,000
volunteers will turn out
for the 23rd annual Rouge
Rescue, from Rochester to
Canton. They will haul junk
from the river, pull out inva-
sive plants along the banks,
put in native plants, partici-
pate in nature walks and learn
about the river’s rich environ-
ment.

“Rouge Rescue is an event
where people can come out
for just a few hours and feel
really good about what they've
done,” said Cynthia Ross, river
restoration program manager
for the Friends. “They see the
results, that they are part of
larger effort and that what
they are doing has a positive
effect on the river.”

Zachery Gizicki, 16, who
is finishing his sophomore
year at Livonia Churchill
High Scheol, is one of those
who will be feeling good
about himself on Saturday.
He and other members of the
Churchill Environmental Club
will be helping at the Holliday
Nature Preserve in Westland.

“I've always been conscious
of enjoying our ecosystem,”
he said. “I have lived next
to Holliday all my life. I live
in a forest and the environ-
ment is something I've always
admired.”

The Rouge Rescue is the
mosf visible of many envi-
ronmental and education
programs sponsored by the
Friends of the Rouge. These
programs include the annual
Frog and Toad Survey, the
Rouge Education Project at
51 area schools, a new school
yard habitat program at three
schools, bug hunts and bus
tours.

As the Rouge has become
less polluted and the philoso-
phy has changed to establish-

This map shows the Rouge Watershed that includes large portions of Wayne and Oakland counties along various

branches of the river.

ROUGE RESCUE

Who: Friends of the Rouge
What; Annual Rouge Rescue
Event

When: Saturday, June 7

Time: Work schedules vary by
site, from 8:30 a.m. to 1p.m.
Where: 36 work sites located
throughout the 47 Rauge River
watershed communities (Detroit
and western suburbs)

ing a more natural environ-
ment, the Friends have begun
to focus on education.

“We're trying to grow
awareness that our everyday
activities impact the water

guality of the river,” Ross said.

The Rouge Education
Project involves students from
kindergarten to 12th grade
in helping test water quality

and learning about the river’s
ecosystem.

“The Rouge Education
Project is based on getting
kids outside with hands-on
science and increase there
awareness of the environment
and the things they can do
to affect it in a positive way,”
said Emily Hughes, program
director.

The program recently
changed to a safer chemical
testing kit, making it easier
for elementary children to
participate. Hughes said in
addition to the water tests,
participants also note the
changing contours of the river
and the insect life.

Another program that
involves about 600 volunteers
a year is the Frog and Toad
Survey, Volunteers are taught
the various toad and frog calls
and go out in the evening to lis-
ten and identify what they hear.

Trial postponed for former
teacher in sex case

The trial for Stephanie Ann
Stein, the former Plymouth
Christian Academy teacher
accused of having sex with a
former student, is expected to
start June 12.

The jury trial was initially
scheduled for Monday but was
pushed back because of 2 con-
flicting case with her attorney
Todd Flood.

“We're ready to go,” said
Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Lora Weingarden.

Stein, 32, is accused of hav-
ing a sexual relationship with a
teenage boy she met while she
was a teacher at PCA, which is
located on Joy Road in Canton.
The mother of two has been
charged with two counts of
third-degree criminal sexual

The Temperature

s Rising
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Stephanie Stein

conduct, each a 15-year felony;
one count of using the Internet
to communicate with a minor

to commit a crime, a four-year

felony; and one count of dis-
tributing obscene material of
a sexual nature to a minor, a
two-year felony.

Flood has said that Stein is
maintaining her innocence.
The teen, who is no longer a
PCA student, has said he pur-
sued the Canton woman and
had sex with her at his house,
her mother’s house and at a

Thotel.

Stein previously rejected a
deal from the state to serve 30
months to 15 years in prison if
she pleaded guilty to one count
of third-degree criminal sexual
conduct.

The trial is expected to last
two days.

Tiffany L. Parks
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Save STO00 Minimam
on any BA unitl]

Make Everyday A Backyard Adventure!

Lifeilme Warrantios!

® 1005 Of Models! Best Prices!
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Save Over $1,000
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, The Dolt Hospitat & Toy Soldier Shop
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Ohpecializing in Residentinl § Commercial Restoration
& Custom Brick Work

Dan’s Custom Brickwork

882 York St. + Plymouth, MI 48170

Chimneys & Porches Repaired

[}
Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work

Natura! & Cultured Stone Installation

and Rebuilt

1.734.416.5425

Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured
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“It tells us about the wet-
lands which are critical to the
health of the watershed,” said
Sally Petrella, volunteer moni-
toring program director. “It
tells us a lot about diversity.
The more different kinds of
frogs we find, the healthier it
is.”

A similar program was
started to monitor bugs in the
wetlands.

Like other nonprofits in
Michigan, the Friends of the
Rouge is struggling to find
ways to fulfill its mission. A
federal grant of $260,000is a
major but decreasing share of
the group’s $642,228 budget,
and although 3,000 will show
up for the Rescue, the Friends
membership is 670.

“It’s joyful work we do,” said
Milberg. “As we move forward
and the federal grant goes
away, we're trying to figure
out how to do it without new

Allen Drive Park, Novi
Sireet at Allen Drive,
Northville 9 a.m. to noon

Beech Woods Recreation
Center, Beech Road, south of
Nine Mile, Southfield, 8:a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Berberian Woads,
Streamwood Lane, south 12
Mile between Lasher and
Telegraph, Southfield, 10 a.m.
tolpm.

Canton Recreation Trail,
along Lower Rouge River
on north side of Michigan
Avenue, west of Morton
Taylor, Canton, 8:30 a.m. to
2 p.m.

Conventry Gardens, N.
Hampshire St., east of
Stamford, Livonia, B a.m. to
noon.

Dearborn Gateway Trail,
Michigan Ave. and Brady,
Dearborn, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

EL Johnson Nature
Center, 3325 Franklin Road,
Bloomfield Hills, 9 a.m. to.
noon. ’

EL Johnson Nature Center/
West HHills Middle School,
Bloomfield, 9 a.m. to noon

Farmington Founders
Park, Eight Mile Road, east of
Halsted, 9 a.m, to noon

Fish Hatchery Park, south
of Seven Mile Road, between
Beck and Sheldon, 11 a.m. to
2pm.

Fordson Island, Powell
Street off Heidt, Detroit, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.

George W. Kuhn Combined
Sewer Overflow Facility, 1200
Ajax Drive, Madison Heights,
10 a.m. to noon.

Goudy Park, 3355 8. Wayne
Road, Wayne, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Henry Ford Estate, 4901
Evergreen, Dearborn, 9 a.m.

to noon. ‘

Holliday Nature Preserve,
Newburgh north of Warren,
Westland, 8:30 a.m. to noon

2008 Rouqe Rescue Sites

Jaycee Park, north of
Long Lake Road between
Rochester Road and John R,
Troy 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Kosch Headwaters
Preserve, 8383 Vreeland
Road, Superior Township, 10
a.m. to1p.an. :

Linden Park, between West
Lincoln and Linden Road,
Birmingham, 9 a.m. to noon.

Lola Valley Park and Bell

Creek Park, 16201 Lola Valley,

east of Beech Daly, Redford
Township, 10 a.m. to T p.m.

Meadows of Canton, Lotz
Road, Canton, ¢ a.m. to noon.

Moelke Park, 19422
Lathers, north of Seven Mile,
Livonia, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Oakland Community
College, Orchard Ridge
Campus, Farmington Hills,
8:30 a.m. to noon.

Parkland Park, Ann Arbor
Trail east of Outer Drive,
Dearborn Heights, 9 a.m. to
noon.

Roeper School, 41150
Woodward, Bloomfield Hills,
9 a.m. to noon.

Rotary Park, 2220 Roethel
Drive, south of Nine Mile,
Novi, 9 a.mn. to noon.

Rouge Park, Joy Road and
Spinoza, Detroit, 8-11 a.m.

Shiawassee Park, Power
Road, north of Grand River,
Farmington, 9 a.m. to noon.

Tonquish Creek, 1160
Sheridan, Plymouth, 9 a.m.
to noon.

Trinity Church, 34500 Six
Mile, Livoniz, 8 a.m. to 1 p.nw.

" University of Michigan-
Dearborn, 4901 Evergreen,
Dearborn, 9 a.m. to noon

Walled Lake, 1499 E. West
Maple Road, Walled Lake,
8:30-11 a.m.

West Bloomfield Woods
Nature Preserve, 4655
Arrowhead Road, West
Bloomfield, 10 a.m. to noon.

members.”

But Milberg is confident of
support because people who
help “have fun.”

“We did a survey and the
number one reason to take of

the responsibility of

Enjoy the Most Spectacular View of

Monday,Jun ‘

coordinating a site is that
it’s fun. That was very reward-
ing.”

i
hyallagher@hometownlife.com
734} 953-2149

3,2008 at 6

{(Rain date: Tuesday, June 24, 2608)

COACH INSIGNIA

Renaissance Center:71st & 72nd Floé

- Gourmet Strolling Dinner with Open Bar
Fabulous Desserts * Auction

Tickets $250 per person * Space is limited
Reserved parking included + Smart casual attire
Call 313.883.2277 or visit www.casscommunity.org

' This event is not suitble for those under 21,

Earvin “Magic” Johnson

Honorary Chair

Jim Vella & Andrea Long

Event Chairs

SPONSORS

(as of May 10, 2008}

Comerica

Presenting Sponsor
Fisher & Company, Inc.

Ford Motor Company Fund

PVS Chemicals, inc.
Sodexho

The Taubman Company

Underwriters Group
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- Mirvor

Ad space donated by newspapers
Design donated by MIKA & Associates

Printing for event donated by Alfegra Print
and Imaging, Southfield: 12 Mile & Northwestern

Community

For more information about Cass Community Social Services: www.casscommunity.org
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Main Street Bank has Sizzling Hot Rates!™| IS ‘ | B N
Two Great Rates to Choose From | N | PHOTDS BY L BRESLER | STAPF PHOTOGRAPHER

Caroline Junqquist Brittany Adams and Joel Ruffin read scripture during Aqape Christian's commencement

No more books

Agape seniors
take next step
on life’s journey

’. o o I
CQII Or S.'-Op ln TOday' The Class of 2008 bade

Northville ) Pl Y mouth farewell to Agape Christian

Academy in commencement

133 W. Main Street 706 S. Main Street exercises

. _ . See the photo gallery at  Friday.
24 8,_ 4 49,,3700 73 4- 3 5 4__9200 wwwhometownlifecom  Among
s - the gradu-
. ates:
H , Brittany Ciera Adams
www.mainstreetbank.net _ Samaniha Jowdan Bucher
Tyler James Conlin
XKaitlin Jean Dorothy
Forman
" Matthew Robert Glatfelter :
Caroline Marie Jungquist Co-valedictorian Kayleigh Lemon addresses her classmates and families.
Kayleigh Elizabeth Lemon
Michael Tyler Majeski , : '
‘ . Velita Nichole Martin Terrell Reuben Pierce Matthew Ryan Sampson
*Annual Percentage Yield is accurate as ot 06/02/08. The rates will be detetmined on the date Jared Scott Miller ‘Brandon Joseph Pierson Daniel John Walker
you open your account. These ratés may change any time without prior notice. The Certificate of Maﬂ.{ James Mullett . Kevin Allen Reith ' Am’{)er Danielle Weston o
Deposit must be opened with o minimum $10,000 or greater with a maximum of $99,000. Deposit Temitayo Babalola Olojo, Byron Joel Ruﬂ'm Tabitha Monique Wyatt

must be ot least half new money {money not aireody on deposit of MSBL  Penaities may be
imposed for early withdrawal. Member FDIC. ’ :

HI00417203

THE TIMETO REM

D. ]. Maltese Corporation

Plymouth's Old Village

886 N. Mill Street

Plymouth, Michigan 48170-1572
i | FAX: 734.737.0505

| | web: djmaltese.com

SConstruction costs are the lowest I have seen
im 33 pears - it @ greqt time to build or remodel™ = DJM

BEFORE

SPECTACULAR KITCHENS

Design & Construction
of fabulous whole house renovations,
AFTER , spectacular kitchens,
1000 W. ANN ARBOR TRAIL, PLYMOUTH incredible master suites, high-tech
theater rooms, awesome
P ol €AN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ' -~ family rooms, commerical buildings,
RENOVATION & RESTORATION new homes & much, much more
puiLe i EXPERTS ,.----.---..------......--_..---.._..,...---‘.-.....-'..-..-,
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Da‘;iihomewor

month a.nd ‘many people
#will begin a variety of
home repairs and mainte-
nance; It is important to
review.some of the basics
regarding the hiring of a con-

tractor. After all, the purpose

of this column is to make sure
that you have more money in
your pocket. A botched home
repair, on the other hand, can

take money out of your pocket.

It’s important to review
some of the basics.

If you decide to hire a pro-
fessional for home repair, the
mest important issue is select-
ing the right contractor. The
consequences of selecting the
wrong contractor can be very
expensive.

Before hiring a contractor,
do an independent investiga-
tion. If the contractor supplies
names of previous customers,
do you think they are going to
give you the name of someone
who is not completely satis-
tied with their work? It’s sort
of like references on a resuine.
In the long run, they are not
worth much.

Check out a contractor with

the Better
Business '
Bureau. The
BBE has been
around for -
Many years.
The Better
Business
Bureau Web
site, www.
bbb.org is free
and contains a
wealth of infor-
mation. One nice thing about
the Web site is it has informa-
tion on a variety of businesses
— BBB members and non-
members. In addition, busi-
ness members of the BBB do
not receive different treatment
than a non-member business.

After selecting the right
contractor, don’t let your guard
down. One of the most impor-
tant considerations is the
contract. Too many consum-
ers assume that contracts are
standard and they sign with-
out reading. The contract sets
forth the terms between you
and the contractor.

The contract is essential.
Items that should be covered
are the down payment and any

Mon Matters

ick Bloom

eep your
eye on the '
hermometer...

: msta]]ment paymen 5. Bown
. payments are standard and you

should have no problem putting
one down. However, I would
be cautious as to how much the

- down payment should be. A 25

percent down payment, shouid
be sufficient in most ¢ases. In
addition, make sure the last
scheduled payment is when

the job is done in full to your
satisfaction. The final payment
should be more than a nominal
payment. After all, you want to
assure that the contractor will
complete the job.

A home is generally one’s
largest single purchase.
Therefore, be cautious who you
hire. To save time and aggra-
vation, spend the mecessary
time before the project starts
to make sure that you use the

right contractor and negotiate -

a fair contract.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
infarmation, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

If the temperature hlts
100°on the 4th of July,*

your June purchase from

- the Showroom of Elegance\

is FREE!

s

e A&»«WW i

N
B

i

1 N

Confirmed National Weather Service official temperature for Detroit, M on July 4th.
Ask an associate for details. Valid for purchases made June 1st -26th only.

v
SHOWROOM OF
I B Ve Ve SEE AN g ]

Tt
J FINE JEWELRY

“The Intelligence of Elegance”

6018 Canton Center Rd. Tues.-Sat, 9:30-6:00
Canton, Mi 48187 Closed Sun. & Mon.

734.207.1906 - www.showroomofe!egance.cem

Rehabilitation
& Nursing Facilities

CALL TODAY!

586-752-5008
www.medilodge.com

Compuore At

Three Popuior
_ Rocker—Reclrner Styles!

Compare
At 5659.99

Michigan’s Largest
Selection Of Lo-Z-Boy®
Home Furnishings At

Guaranteed Lowest Prices] :
Compare

At $749.99

ANN ARBOR: (734) 995-9800 » AUBURN HILLS: (248) 758-0800
CANTON: (734) 981-1000 = FLINT: (810) 733-5120
NOVI: (248) 349-3700  STERLING HEIGHTS: (586) 247-8720
TAYLOR: (734) 287-4750

* WAC fo qualified buyers. $2999 minimum purchase reguired for 31 month ap imerest/equal payment finance program. No minimum purchase required jor
3, 6 ar 12 month deferred interest/no payment financing programs. To avoid retroactive finance charges on deferred inferest promational offers customer must pay account
hafance in full befare dug date, The annual percentage rate may vary (as of 11/7/CT APR was 22.23%). Previous andor additional transactions may affect the monthly
payment and finance charge amounts. Financing and other promotional offers cannot be combined and are not valid en previous purchases, 30% deposit required
on &t Tayaways & special orders. See store for full details on all financing, delivery and price guarantee details. Featured items may not be stocked exactly as shown.
Ph hs are rep ive of promotional items actual selection may vary. LAZ-BOY and LAZ-BOY FURNITURE GALLERIES are registered tradémarks of La-Z-Boy Incorporated,
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COP CALLS DE Al mapped out plans for a large
_ . storage area, a sign fabrication
JEWEITV stolen from key to the unit days earlier and  FROM PAGE Al area, locker rooms and a train-
f t said he knew nothing of the - - ing space. During the summer,
, dpartmen theft. “It wasn’t until then that we its peak season for business,

A Canton woman reported to
Canton police Wednesday that
several pieces of jewelry and a
camera had been stolen from
her bedroom.

The woman, 43, lives in an
" apartment with her 12-year-old

son and 9-year-old daughter
and said she has a lock on her
bedroom door and noticed it
wasn't functioning properly.
“She then discovered that the

TUpon arrival, the officer

“noted that there was no forced

entry to the residence and that
nothing was distarbed in the
apartment.

He also reported that the
thief chose not to take various
other items that were in plain
view.

* The jewelry, which included
two necklaces and earrings,
was valued at $500.

realized we had to figure out
where we were going,” Cleaver
said. ,

By the time Poco selected a
15-acre parcel in Van Buren,
Sysco began to face obstacles
in its expansion efforts and
contacted Canton Supervisor
Tom Yack.

, “They asked what could we
do for them,” Yack said, add-
ing that Sysco threw out the

options of moving to Indiana
or Ohio. “Fhis is a high-stakes
_game and we have to take (relo-
cation talk) seriously.”
. After working to get Sysco a’

The camera and its charging -
base were valued at $400.

items were mlssmg
The woman’s son had lost his

JCPenney. Optical

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

COMPLETE PAIR OF EYEGLASSES*

_ = Any frame up 1o $130 _
- = Scratch-resistant lenses
= Single vision, fined bifoc'als or

FREE NO-LINE
'BIFOCALS!

i We Acéept' Most Vision Care Plans. Cal today for

Canton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346
Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace {(586) 949-0639

*364 offer includes any frame LD o $136, single visior, 5728 lired bifocals or standard AG Pro ro-fine bifocals with scratelr-resistant plastéc lenses excluding Rayiran ant SunSpot Colection.
Some spegial orders excluded, Addiliona! charge may e applied for stong Rx. Other progressives, specialty tenses and leas oplions are arklitional, See optician Jor detalls,

Gannot be combined with anothar offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Eye exams arranged or we can fill your doctor's prescription. Participating stores only.

void where pmhnhned by lawr. Fye exams performed 4y independent state icensed Dagtors of Optonelry, Dffer ends -Jina 30, 2008.

- Poco is responsible for many of the orange construction barrels, barricades
and signage on display in construction zones throughout Michigan.

tax deferment, township offi-
cials then went after keeping
Poco in Canton. Their efforts
ended with Poco buying a 62-

$260,000 in 1996 and sold it
for $555,000.

" EXTRA SENIOR DISCOUNT

CALL 1 877 JCPEYES

L—uu_——-_-

SHOP JCPEYES.com

ke to cordially invite you to'fc
nonperishable food donati
s banks...all in honor of Father's

ve all, in one way or anothe

} by the economic hardships
Lokepointe Family Chiropractic
= like fo do its part fo help.

of you know or are familiar with
We have been serving the communi
Iping people of all ages and athle
unds. We have also worked w
ities and collected goods for our 1
15. * This time we are asking EVER
t our brothers and sisters who li

During the week of June 9th - June 13, we will be
- doing something totally unprecedented in our
- office...We will be offering a

~ complete consult,
exams,
xFrCIYS (if needed)
and yes...
“the 1st Adjustment!

You need only bring in 2 nonperishable food items as
' a donation to qualify for this special offer!

So call. now to schedule your cppomtment

734 420- 1004

Dr. Tina MaruszewskKi
KEPOINTE FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
42875 Five Mile Road ¢ Plymouth, MI 48170

\_ www.howemilitary.com

Poco has about 50 employees.
It scales back to about 25 in the
winter. -

“Fach year, we've grown big-
ger and bigger and our space
has dwindied so everyone is
excited about moving,” Cleaver
said. “This property has served
its purpose and it's time to
move on. It’s just like buying a
new house, we're ready to get
in there.”

In addition to keeping Poco
and Sysco in the township, it
was announced last month that
Canton will be the new home of
Marimba Auto LLC.

The Belleville company had
been considering a move to

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PRGTOGRAPHER

Cleaver said Poco, which is
headed by Frank Powelson,
is excited about its move and
broke ground at the new site

acre parcel at 4850 Sheldon. last month. Tennessee. The township is-
The property is just opposite “I'm happy we are staying looking at giving Marimba. a
of the township’s Public Works  here,” he said, adding that they  12-year tax abatement worth
building, hope to move in December. $544.,24/7.

Canton bought the land for ~ “We had no complaints about
being (in Canton).”

7 tlparks@hometownlife.com _ '
The company has already

(734) 459-2700

Are invite
to a recepiion
Thursday, June 19, 2008 7pm - Spm
Location:

" The Inn at St. John’s

Golf & Conference Center
44045 Five Mile Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

Eully accredited by the NCA, ISACS and the State of Indiana
1-888-G0-2-HOWE » {1~ A62-4693)

Hewe students achisve
through self-confidence,
self-discipline, leadership,
respect and organization
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PLYMOUTH © 4th Annual

SAFETY TOWN
FAMILY FAIR

Saturday, June 7,2008
10 am - 1pm at USA Credit Union

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Admission and activities are FREE!

FEATURING...
« Child 1D Kits
« Inflatable Tee Ball Game

* Spin Art
» Prizes from the “USA Wheel-of-Fun”
« Light Refreshments » The kids can meet Spongebob

- Visit with the Plymouth Police &
Fire Department”

« Car Seat Safety Information’
* Subject to avail ability

ONE GRAND PRIZE DRAWING: FAMILY FUN PACK!
(Contains Family Pass to The Henry Ford & $100 gas card!)

‘Show up as one of the
first 25 families and receive a
FREE $25 AMC Movie Gift Card!

/7~ N\

'USA Credit Union
N

For more information on
this FREE event,
please call 734.453.5400

ON THE CORNER OF PLYMOUTH ~
. & HAGGERTY ROADS |
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Limit one coupon per prescription. Void if copied, transferred,
purchased, sold or prohibited by law. No cash value. This
coupon may only be redgemed at Target Pharmacy. Offer not
valid for prescriptions transferred from other Target stores.
Per Federal law, offer not valid if any portion of prescription
is paid for by a government program. Free GiftGard not valid
as payment on this purchase. Maximum retail value $1¢
for free GiftCard.

Cashier: Inilials

|| INI lllll Il

56-0115-1496-7500-0288-0824-58

wmmnuﬁmam-dwmpplyafmemedmmaammnardypmnrﬂmunsage Dug to-state law in GA, CO, MM, MT, FA, 8T, TN, Wi and '
:fwﬁ@ﬂmgramumay ‘b Hilghier Hhein $4; wevsr, they are competitiusty priced. sk your phanmarist for more defafis. **Subject tn Target Pharmacy Rewards
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Trail offers a new

recreation experience

Canton officials will unveil to the public the new Lower
Rouge River Recreation Trail during a grand open-
ing ceremony that w111 comctde with Rouge Rescue on
Saturday.

Construction crews are in the process Of putting the . '

-final touches on the first phase of the walking/hiking/
biking trail that will ultimately run from Canton Center
Road all the way to 1-275. The first phase includes about
2.5 miles of main trail and several loop trails that will
show off different natural features in the park.

Unlike most of Canton’s other parks, which have
groomed ball diamonds or soccer fields, the Lower Rouge
River Recreation Trail is really all about nature. The
trails are all within the Lower Rouge Parkway, which
encompasses close to 300 acres of woods and wetlands
within the township. The parkway, which actually runs
all the way to Dearborn, is dissected by the Lower Rouge
River, which is really the park’s main feature. '

In addition to promoting nonmotorized forms of recre-
ation, the trail will introduce users to what Canton actu-

ally looked like before pioneers reshaped the land with |
saws and plows, and before subdivisions popped up like:

mushrooms. In addition to being home to many species
of wildlife, including deer, fox, mink and many different
birds, there are plenty of native plant species, including
-wildflowers and toWering trees. Walking the trail, it is
easy to forget you are in metro Detroit.

Rouge Rescue activities begin at 8 a.m. and run  to
about 2 p.m. Volunteers will do a variety of activities,
including planting native vegetation, removing invasive
planis, and bunilding bird houses. There will also be a
number of guided nature walks.

The grand opening of the new trail will be held from
1-4 p.m., with a ribbon cutting ceremony planned at 1:30

P There will be guided and interpretive hikes, bicycle .

safety demonstrations, a climbing wall and recreation
station, scavenger hunt and much more.

If you don't have anything going on Saturday, head
out to the new trailhead, which is located off of Morton
Taylor Road, just north of Michigan Avenue. It will be

a great opportunity to learn about and clean up one of

Ca.ntonfs last wild places. ,
Rouge Rescue a great way to
connect with natural world

In 1985, a group of volunteers did the unthinkable
— they waded into the Rouge River and began the pro-
cess of cleaning up one of the most polluted waterways in
the nation, and one of the largest pollution sources of the
Great Lakes.

More than two decades later, Rouge Rescue, which

always takes place the first Saturday in June, has grown

into a annual celebration of “our” watershed, and is a tes-
tament to what a group of people armed with a good idea
can achieve.

On Saturday, volunteers will take part at 36 different
Rouge Rescue sites around the watershed — from Canton

- to Troy, from Detroit to Northville. Friends of the Rouge,’

- the organization that helps plan the event, expects close
to 3,000 participants this year. There’s always room for
more.

In the event’s early years, volunteers would typlcally
spend their time removing trash and debris from the
river and surrounding park areas, including old cars,
shopping cdrts and tires. In recent years, however, with
much of the trash now removed, organizers have added a
variety of activities, including nature walks, invasive spe-
cies removal, woody debris management {opening flow,
not removing log jams), planting native vegetation, bird
box building and trail revitalization.

The event really has become a great way %o mtro&uce
people not only to the Rouge River, but also to what is

left of our region’s natural areas, including the Berberian

Woods section of Southfield, Holiday Nature Preserve in
Westland and Canton, the E.L. Johnson Nature Center in
Bloomfield Township, or even the Lower Rouge Parkway,
which runs from Canton to Dearborn. “This reminds me

‘of up north,” can usually be heard when people visit these-

places for the first time.

Rouge Rescue has also helped change public opinion
about the Rouge, which for far too long has been con-
sidered an open sewer. Unfortunately that’s what it was
— or, more correctly, what we turned it into. But recent
efforts have had an impact, and while some downstream
sections of the Rouge are still plagued by pollution issues,
much of the headwater regions are pretty healthy. In fact,
menitors have found trout, caddis flies and even a club
tailed dragonfly — all very sensitive species that can't
tolerate pollution.

-So if you have a few hours Saturday, head out to one
of the Rouge Rescue sites. Although you might get your
hands a little dirty, the event is a great way to help restore
one of our area’s greatest natural resources, even though
it hasn’t always been treated like one. It’s our river, and it
is our job to protect it.
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“Canton needs sidewalks

I would like to add my voice to your
voice “Four~day work week would help
ozone, fuel economy” (June 1), in sug-
gestmg ways to deal w1th the problem of
rising fuel costs.

1, for one, would like to see Canton’
more sidewalk friendly, allowing those
who wish and are able, to safely walk or

‘bieycle to their various Canton destina- -

tions. We would not only save on fuel, but
get some of that exercise we all know we
need.
Janusz M. Szyszko
Canton

| DNc‘usinq_.unfair tactics

" As a voter in the Michigan Democratic
primary, I was appalled by the unfair
tactics exhibited by the Rules Commiltee
of the DNC and their biased and par-

~ tisan ruling. I was also disheartened

by the willingness of the Michigan
Democratic leadership to compromise
with this committee, thus ignoring the
voices of Michigan voters. Thanks to
Gov. Blanchard for being one of the only
voices of reason.

Since it has been acknowledged by our
Michigan leadership that this primary

was flawed, and it was the intention that

our votes would not be counted, I have a
few questions regarding this issue:

If it was the intention of the MDP to
hold a primary without counting our
vates, why were we not informed of their
intent? I believe that some progressive
media cutlets were putting that informa-
tion out, but to my knowledge, it was not
official.

Why, in a state in such a precarious
financial sitaation, would the taxpayers
be billed for a primary that was mean-

_ingless and unofficial? Why were we

duped into voting if our votes did not
count?

If the Florida primary date was
changed by the Republican legislature
of that state, why did the DNC rules
committee penalize the Democratic vol-
ers? I find it unusual that the National

Republican Party did not sanction their

voters in that same primary.

It has become obvious to many of us
that the Democratic Party, as a whaole, is
terribly flawed and will remain divided
throughout this election cycle no matter
who their candidate will be. As a life-
long Democratic activist and volunteer,
I have become very disillusioned with
the tactics of my party and do not feel
motivated to continue to volunieer. Why
would any so-called rules committee
member have the audacity or hubris to
disenfranchise my vote and allocate it

‘inaccurately?

Mary Young
' Canton

Get rid of DEQ

Iread an opinion piece about fund-
ing the DEQ, which stated that the state
lawmakers decided that the Michigan

LETTERS

Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) would be the main agency to
protect our public waters. In fact, Gov.
Engler created the DEQ after splitting
it off from the Department of Natural
Resources. He did an end-run around
the Legislature.

.The DEQ performs badly and is a
duplicate of the DNR. In many ways, the
DEQ has harmed our environment. -

- DEQ Director Chester is a lawyer
by trade. His lack of understanding of
environmental issues and simple science
has caused the DEQ to stumble along
through costly deliberations and to per-
mit scatterbrained projects.

Waste, bureaueracy and danger to
Michigan citizens has been the legacy
of “streamlining” Michigan government

* by creating a duplicate of the DNR in

the DEQ. The DEQ has proven to be an
effective tool of corrupt local officials -
while providing assistance to foolish
business practices.

The editorial states the Land and-
‘Water Management Division of the DEQ
will need to turn its operations over to
the federal government — that is the'
EPA. Already anything they do needs
to be reviewed by the EPA anyway. The
DEQ has hurt too many people. Itis a
waste of our federal tax dollars to fund
the DEQ.

It was the DEQ that fueled and
encouraged the garbage industry in
Michigan and turned our sportsmen's
paradise into a dump.

Would you like to enjoy clean water,
fresh air and uncontaminated land
again?

Alfred Brock

Wayne

Noricks is a fresh voice

As the media hyperventilates-over
the latest flap d’jour in the presidential
contest, it’s easy to overlook what’s hap-
pening politically right outside our front
door. Literally.

Tt’s time to open that deor, step out and
get involved. Our local elected officials
have a responsibility to the residents who
place them in office. A responsibility to
run an open and honest government; a
responsibility to have the integrity to do
what’s best for residents and not what's
best to cling to power.

Canton Township has come a long
way from the days where farmers sold
corn from the back of their trucks in
the Kmart parking lot. Indeed, many of
these farm families still call Canton their
home — along with thousands of resi-
dents of multiple faiths and ethnicities
who embrace the fine services our com-
munity offers.

+Yet as our township has grown, sotne-
thing hasn't changed much at all. The -
clabby atmosphere of the old guard
is vigorously fighting any attempt to
include a fresh voice in our local govern-
ment for fear of breaking their tight-knit
power base. Thankifully, someone who
has dedicated years to grass-roots ser-
vice is challenging the stale status quo’
and opening that door, stepping out and
getting involved. -

We finally have a fresh voice. Joan
Noricks is seeking to become the next
treasurer of Canton, assuming the posi-
tion Elaine Kirchgatter (who is retiring)
so ably filled for more than a decade.
As president of the Canton Community
Foundation since 1994, Joan has taken
the lead in building a vibrant, eclectic
coalition of residents whose hands-on
service demonstrates the truest sense of
community — businesspeople, religious
leaders, educators, your friends and
neighbors. She has volunteered countless
hours on boards of nonprofit and educa-
tional organizations. And, yes, she was
even 2 PTO mom when her kids were
young.

Service to our community, in every
sense of the word, is something Joan
lives every day. She understands that
elected office is not about showing up t¢
ribbon cutting ceremonies and benefit-
ing the few on the backs of the many. It’s
not about discouraging the involvement
of Canton’s diverse ethnic community.

I encourage you to check out who
is supporting Noricks for treasurer.
People who live and work in Canton; just
plain folks of all faiths and all walks of
life. Then, look carefully at the names -

- of those backing the other candidate

— political cronies, developers and oth-
ers who stand to gain financially should
she win.

You can bet the o]d guard is nervous
at the prospect of a Joan Noricks victory.
Which is why you will hear and see nasty
innuendos, accusations and worse in the
coming weeks. But instead of ignoring
these attacks, take the time to check out
the veracity of their claims. After you do,
see what Joan has to say on her Web site,
www.joannoricks.com, or ask one of the
many people who have worked with her
on professional, ehurch or school proj-

" ects.

Our community deserves a future trea-
surer who embraces the values of the res-
idents she serves. A treasurer dedicated

_to an open, honest government. A persen

with integrity and optimism. It is a clear

choice, and Aug. 5 we have the oppor-

tunity to vote our values. The residents

of Canton — all of Canton — deserve no

less.

' Carole Levine
Canton

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 4030
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer .
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, M] 48150

Fax: .
{734) 591-1279

E-mail:
kkuban@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“If the Legislature wasn 't looking at it, | don’t think we would be actively pursuing it. It wonld be very dlfflcult for
us to afford.”

- George Belwtch; director of elementary education for Plymouth-Canton Schools, on the idea of offering all-day
kindergarten, which he said would cost the district more than $2 million for additional staff, equipment and training-
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Political disconnect revealed
on picturesque Mackinac Island

f you've never attended the Detroit Regional
Chamber of Commerce’s annual policy con-
% ference on Mackinac Island, know that the
first — and overwhelming — impression is the
amazing crush of people.

This year’s conference drew around 1,800
participants to the fantastically beautifal
porch of the Grand Hotel. For
1| three days, I'was one of them.
The press of well-dressed
people — talking, deal-making,
business card exchanging, sell-
ing, buying and looking over -
shoulders for the next interest-
ing person — was remarkable,

One friend called the event
“a world-class political mosh
pit,” but (fortunately) without
the screaming teenagers a rock

concert would bring.

Quite apart from the sessions, the Mackinac
Conference is an extremely efficient way over
three days to talk with a bunch of people you -
would normally have to wait three months to
see — and even then would never see all in the

. same place. Everybody has an agenda or two,
of course. But if you let yourself be hounced
around like a molecule in solution, you're sure
to run into people you've been wanting to see
forever and take a stab at getting your business
done.

Despite the intense socializing, the confer-
-ence is meant to be serious business, with high-
- powered sessions devoted to finding solutions
. for statewide problems. And the overwhelming

impression I took away this year was the enor-
mous gap between what the politicians bicker
about and what the state really needs.

“That disconnect was the most obvious
" Thursday, when House Speaker Andy Dillon,

D-Redford, House Minority Leader Craig
DeRoche, R-Novi, Senate Majority Leader
‘Mike Bishop, R-Rochester, and Senate

- Minority Leader Buzz Thomas, D-Detroit,
~ gathered to be interviewed by TV and radio
- personality Tim Skubick.

They were on the same stage — but there was
wterly no interaction. Each stood behind his
designated podium, putting out their own spin
on events, never coming together politically or
even in body language. What they were bicker-

~ ing over was so trivial in a state so troubled!

So full of insider baseball in a state where

. the unemployment rate is the highest in the

" nation, and most folks think the political sys-

tem is pretty much broken. They argued over
whether, for example, the legislation banning

- smoking in public places should or should not

include the Detroit casinos. Puhleeze! In a
state where our dominant industry is facing the
worst times since the Great Depression, we're
spending our time and energy worrying about
whether gamblers should be allowed to smoke
in casinos!

They argued over whether the state should
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- Visit www. ewidetroitwindsor.org to learn about how
you can get involved and for upcoming meetings.

Friday, June 13, 2008
EWI Detroit-Windsor Annual Fundraiser
Detroit Historical Museum

Wednesday, August 13, 2008
Dan Multherry - First Gentleman & Busmess Meeting
5:30 p m. - 8:00 p.m., Sheraton RN

meet a capital outlay deadline from the feds.
Evidently, federal law allocates to states a
certain amount of money for airport construe-
tion, but the states have to file a plan with the
Department of Transportation by & certain
date in order to get the money. Republican leg-
islators want to meet the deadline to get $165
million for airports alone, while Democrats -
wanted to add other construction projects.
Once again, they are bickering over a dead-
line to get $165 million for a state whose bud-
get is chronically and structurally out of bal-

.ance, sometimes by a billion dollars or more.

"When they got done worrying those bones,
it was on to: Should a state constitutional
amendment to provide health care for all be
put on the ballot? Was it insulting to the House
for the Senate to send a bill back? (Or was it
insulting to the Senate for the House to send a
bill back? Somehow I couldnt remember — or
care.)

Would Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpafrick be
well received by Oakland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson?

Biah. Blah. Blah.

My first reaction was anger. But upon reflec-
tion, it’s sadness. These leaders are able people.
‘They work very, very hard. They ran for office
intending to do the right thing, to help a state
in a terrible jam. But somehow, they're found
themselves trapped in a system that requires
them 1o play tit for tat, and score political

_points rather than govern the state thought-

fully and seriously.
What's needed i planning for the long run.
Many of the programs at the conference were
thoughtful, far-seeing, appropriate to the need

" for bipartisan common ground to get Michigan

moving again. My own panel, for example,
inciuded Lou Glazer, president of Michigan
Future, Inc., and Paul Hillegonds, the near-leg-
endary former speaker of the house and now a
senior VP at DTE Energy. Both were thought-
ful; challenging, serious, responsible.

But in the back of the room, leaders of both
political parties were cracking jokes, paying
scant attention to the large measures at issue.
As enablers of a dysfunctional political system
that is serving millions of Michigan citizens
very badly, they should be ashamed.

The unintended consequence of this year’s
Mackinac Conference was to reveal in full and
stark detail the yawning disconnect between
what the politicians chatter about and what
Michigan really needs. I'm sure that’s not
what the organizers intended, but that’s what
emerged. And if you reflect a bit, it will tell yon
something very important about the state of
our state today.

Phil Power is founder and president of The Cenfer for

Michigan, a centrist think tank based in Ann Atbor, The
opinions expressed here are Power's and do not repre-
sent the official views of The Center. Reader comments
are welcome at ppower@thecenterformichigan.net.
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Proposed smoking ban bill
and debate are both flawed

he Senate S approval of a ban on smok-
ing in public places has one Troy busi-
nessman huffing and puffing.

Daniel Jenuwine, owner of The Cigar
Factory Outlet, called the measure “dra-
conian” in an e-mail sent to media outlets
throughout the state.

The e-mail has prompted
at least one state legisla-
tor to seek changes in the
bill, which was sent back to
the House. The House and
Senate versions could end up
in a conference committee, .
or go up in smoke.

State Sen. John
Pappageorge, R-Troy, said

The prohlem here is obvious. Hf, say, five
miles is a good distance, then are restaurants
that are 5.2 miles outside a casino fikewise
disadvantaged by those restaurants that are

 within a five-mile radius?

believe that was a tactical maneuver on the
part of the Senate to effectively snuff out
the bill by including a provision at which the
House would turn its nose up.

Pappageorge says pointedly that Native
American casinos are sovereign, and the
state can’t outlaw stmoking in them. Which
creates another problem, he said.

" he has told colleagues that - "If casinos are allowed to have smoking,
the Senate version is flawed, e explained, that places at a disadvantage
and he has a plan to fix what are umntended' those non-smoking restaurants that exist
consequences. outside the casino territory.

Chief among those consequences is Pappageorge’s solution, however, could
putting one of his constituents, namely be just as unworkable as the original bill.

Jenuwine, out of business. By banning The Troy legislator is calling for a system of
smoking in public places, Jenuwine would permits, allowing some businesses, such as
no longer be able {0 host cigar parties, such  casinos and cigar bars, to have smoking.
as one that drew people from Canadaand  The problem is, he would extend that
boosted the state’s tax revenue by $2,500, permit process to those restaurants that are
Jenuwine said. outside casinos which would otherwise be
“Where does the Legislature get the non-smoking, How far outside? Pappageorge
right to take away our freedom of choice?”  said that was yet to be decided.
Jenuwine asked rhetorically. The problem here is obvious. If, say, five
Choice reportedly had a lot to do with why miles is 2 good distance, then are restau-
the Senate passed the bill, after having seen  rants that are 5.2 miles outside a casino
a surgeon general’s report on the cancer- likewise disadvantaged by those restaurants
causing impact of second-hand smoke, The  that are within a five-mile radius? -
thinking is that people who work in public Pappageorge would further use fees — oh,
buildings are unabie to avoid by choice those yes, there would have to be fees to pay for
who smoke. another measure of government supervision
~ Jenuwine argues that those who work — to pay for smoking cessation efforts.
for him know full well what they are get- A nice try, but it looks like the whole mess
ting into. He's joined in his concerns by the  is.about to goup in smoke.
Michigan Restaurant Association, which Jenuwine is right, the dlspute is all about
is predicting dire consequences if the bill choice. But the problem itself is about lack of
becomes law. consideration for others. Solve that, and we
That could be a big “if,” because the pro-  won't need any legislative disputes.
tessed eoncern of senators could be a smoke-
screen.
The bill also includes casinos, which
the House version does not. Some pundits

Sandra Armbruster is editor of the Troy Eccentric.
She welcomes your comments by e-mail to sarm-
bruster@hometownlife.com.

Cheer for the
hometeam,
read today's
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“Two of southeast Michigan’s most dynamic and family-
friendly travel soccer clubs are pleased to announce they are

children of all ages and skill level.

~ The Livonia Meteors Soccer Club and the Livonia Soccer
Club each bring a wealth of licensed and highly recognized
professional coaches and trainers and an army of loyal and
dedicated parent volunteers to the new club, which is
expected to serve more than 1,200 players and field an
estimated 90+ teams (at all levels} following the new club’s
first open tryouts in June.

Teams will be formed at all levels of playing abi!ity,
including a youth academy, recreation, select and premier,
although the new club will continue a commitment to offering
great value for the soccer dollar and a system that fosters a
family-friendly and multi-sport atmosphere.

Select and premier-level teams will have an opportunity o
compete at the highest state levels and will feature full-time,
licensed coaches while enjoying year-round skills trammg and

many other SOCCer resources.

To learn more about the new Livonia City Soccer Club
visit our website
www.livoniacitysoccerclub.com

One Commundly
One Clud-/

Livonia City Soccer Clulr
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