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Canton has used the art of 
persuasion — as well as the 
talk of a 12-year tax abate­
ment — to woo a Belleville 
company against the idea of 
relocating to the Volunteer 
State. 

Marimba Auto L L C , a glob­
al supplier and manufacturer 
of tubular products, is expect­
ed to expand its operations 
by building a new, 130,000-
square-foot facility near Van 
Born and Haggerty roads. 

The project is expected to 
yield a $16* million investment 
and create 170 new jobs. 

Marimba, which cur­
rently has 40 employees at 
its Belleville location, was 
considering relocating to. 
Tennessee. 

Financial assistance 
through the Michigan 
Economic Development _ 
Corporation is credited with 
helping convince the com­
pany to expand in 
Michigan. The Michigan 
Economic Growth Authority, 
based on MEDC's recommen­
dation, has approved a state 
tax credit for the company 
valued at $851,000 over seven 
years. 

In addition, Canton is con­
sidering a 12-year tax abate­
ment worth $544,247 to sup­

port the project. • 
Canton Planner Angela 

Wolosiewicz said the com­
pany has yet to submit any 
site plans to the township. 
The parcel eyed by Marimba 
is larger than 15 acres. 

"By choosing to invest and 
expand in Canton against 
some strong out-of-state com­
petition, Marimba Auto reaf­
firms Michigan's standing 
as the epicenter of the auto 
industry and a great place for 
companies to grow and create 
jobs," said Governor Jennifer 
Granholm in a release. 

Founded in 2003, 
"Marimba's customers include 
General Motors, Ford, 
Chrysler, Toyota, Honda and 
Nissan. 

"We are proud to support 
our job-creating enterprises ' 
in the automotive sup­
plier industry," said M E D C 
President and CEO James 
Epolito. "We are working 
everyday to help them stay 
competitive in the global 
arena." 

Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack said Canton is pleased 
to welcome Marimba Auto to 
the community. 

"Strong communities are 
built on companies such as 
Marimba," he said. 

tlparks@tiometownlife.com 
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The threat of rain didn't put a 
damper on the 2008 Relay for Life of 
Canton. 

As a few sprinkles touched down 
on Heritage Park Saturday after­
noon, walkers continued along the 
trail in their efforts to raise money 
for cancer research. 

"I miss (my aunt) a lot but this is a 
good way to remember her," said Lori 
Waite of Howell. 

Waite's Relay team, Good Things 
Come in Small Package's, was cre­
ated in 2005 as a tribute to Canton 
resident Judy LaGrow. LaGrow, who 
worked as a guidance, counselor for 
Plymouth-Canton schools, died of 
lung cancer in 2003. 

"We could just sit home and 
twiddle our thumbs but the Relay is 
something we can do to help find a 
cure for this horrible disease," said 
Waite, whose team had about 25 
people. 

Like last year, this year's Relay for 
Life raised more than $250,000 to 
benefit cancer research. 

"It's fantastic and we are thrilled," 

Megan Paruta and Phil Hernandas hold candles to honor cancer survivors and those who have lost the battle. Please see R E L A Y , A 6 
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When the traveling museum, 
Behind Barbed Wire, rolled 
into town, Adolph Dobek had 
to see it. 

The World War II Army 
A i r Corp veteran drove from 
Warren to view the mobile 
exhibit dedicated to American 
prisoners of war in Nazi 
Germany. 

"My daughter called and told 
me about this, so I wanted to 
come see what was here and it 
brought back a lot of memo­
ries," said Dobek, who was a 
POW for 14 months. 

Dobek, who has penned a 
book about his war experience, 
One Slow High Flying Target 
Survivor, was held in a room 
with 16 other men during his 
prison stay. 

When asked, Dobek, like 
other POWs, offers the date of 
his capture without missing a 
beat. 

"March 6,1944," he said. "I 
wil l never forget that date." 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Visitors check out the exhibits in the POW museum, which visited Canton on 
Monday. 

At left, Tom Houdek was in the Army Infantry. He spent 51/2 months in captivity, working on German railroads and 
water lines. During his captivity his weight dropped from 155 to 98 pounds. He was freed when the Russians overran 
the prison camp. At right, Adolph Dobek, a B-17 bombardier, bailed out of his crippled airplane at 25,000 feet, and 
spent 14 months captive in Stalag Luft 1. 

Behind Barbed Wire, which 
was parked Monday after­
noon on Veteran's Way, was 
brought to the township by the 
Canton Veteran's Memorial 
Association. 

The museum is housed in 
a converted school bus and 
features news articles, service­
men uniforms and accessories, 

maps, audio and books. 
Army veteran Stanley 

Sidick of Canton served in 
the Korean War and said past 
depictions of WWII POW 
experiences have left a lot to be 
desired. 

"They have not been real­
istic," he said, noting that he 
once watched a television 

program that implied POWs 
were often able to confuse their 
guards and then do as they 
pleased. 

Sidick said Behind Barbed 
Wire appeared accurate. 

As students toured the bus, 
they took in diagrams that 
showed a prisoner's diet, sto­
ries about "death marches" 
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and looked over a chest filled 
with bullets, a first-aid kit, foot 
powder and an oil can. 

A Western Union telegram is 
displayed in a glass case in the 
rear of the bus that was written 
to inform a family that their 
son had been listed as missing 
in action. 

"Talking to the POWs that 

survived is amazing," said 
Canton resident Cheryl Martin, 
an Army veteran. "It's incred­
ible they actually got through 
it." 

TRACES, a St. Paul-based 
nonprofit educational organi­
zation, created the traveling 
inuseum. The bus is scheduled 
for 32 stops in Michigan. 
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D o n W i l s o n f u n d - r a i s e r 

Friends and supporters of 
longtime Canton Chamber 
of Commerce member Don *• 
Wilson, who had a stroke in 
December, are hosting a pig 
roast fund-raiser for him from 
noon-4 p.m., June 21 at the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce, 
45525 Hanford Road. 

The Stroke affected Wilson's 
speech as well as paralysis on 
his right side. Money raised at 
the pig roast will aid his reha­
bilitation in the University of 
Michigan's intensive therapy 
program. 

A voluntary donation is 
asked. If you are unable to 
attend, but would like to make 
a contribution, please mail 
your check payable to: Don 
Wilson Stroke Rehabilitation 
Fund, c/o Community 
Financial, 6355 N . Canton 
Center Road, Canton, M I 
48187- For more information 
visit the Chamber's Web site at 
www.cantonchamber.com. 

M e m o r i a l D a y c e r e m o n y 

There will be a Memorial 
Day Service at the Canton 
Veterans Memorial on Monday 
May 26. It is tentatively sched­
uled for 1 p.m. The event will 
feature the Plymouth-Canton 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Color Guard. 

S u m m i t S e n i o r P l a y e r s 

The Summit Senior Player 
wil l perform "That's the 
Spirit!" written by Tim Kelly at 
the Village Theater at Cherry 
H i l l on Friday, May 30 and 
Saturday, May 31 at 7 p.rn. and 
Sunday, June 1 at 3 p.m. 

This amusing whodunit 
investigates the murder of 
a Hollywood psychic in the 
Laurel Canyon lodge that once 
belonged to a famous illusion­
ist. Investigator Claire Voyant 
relies on the help of Bella 

Donna, Anne Boleyn and Ernst 
Slater to help solve the mystery. 
Add some bumbling police, 
a fish-out-of-water niece, a 
crazed hermit and one ham of 
an actor to the mix, and the 
result is a mystery spoof. 

For the past 10 years, the 
Summit Senior Players have 
produced community pro­
ductions utilizing the talents 
of area seniors. This year 
under the direction of Carolyn 
Kaump, over a dozen cast and 
crew members volunteered 
numerous hours to produce 
this current show. Members' 
ages range from the mid-50s to 
75 years of age. 

Tickets are $10 for adults; 
$9 for seniors; $7 for students; 
and $6 for group rates for 15 or 
more. For more information, or 
to purchase tickets visit www. 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater. 
Tickets can also be purchased 
at Summit on the Park by 
phone at (734) 394-5460 or in 
person. The Village Theater 
ticket office will also be open 
one hour prior to each perfor­
mance. 

A g a p e C h r i s t i a n 

e n r o l l m e n t 

Agape Christian Academy, 
45081 Geddes Road in Canton, 
is holding open enrollment 
for the 2008/09 school year 
for kindergarten through 
12th grade. Strong academics 
based on A Beka Curriculum, 
balanced with music, art 
and sports. Fully accredited 
by International Christian 
Accrediting Association. For 
more information, call (734) 
394-0357-

K i d d i e K a m p u s 

Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools' Early 
Childhood Department is 
offering, for the first time, 
Kiddie Kampus Summer 

I - s r . , j 
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Canton Junior Girl Scout Troop 1599 recently earned a Bronze Award, which is the highest award a Junior 
Girl Scout can earn. The girls collaborated with the Michigan Humane Society by collecting 320 pupsicles, 
30 kitty forts, 127 blankets, and a bunch of pet food, toys and treats. And then they went out and taught 
younger children about animal safety and how to care for a pet. Pictured are (bottom from left) Kim Korona 
(Michigan Humane Society), Megan Bis, Rebecca McSorley, Laurel DeMarois; (center row) Katrina Gudrais and 
troop leader Tina Waldrep; (top row) Jenna Nutter, Michelle Scamp, Callie Waldrep, troop and co-leader Ruth 
DeMarois. 

Preschool. 
Classes wil l be taught by 

certified teachers at Hoben 
Elementary School. Two three-
week sessions wil l be offered 
with morning and afternoon 
class options. 

For more information, call 
(734) 416-6190 or visit the Web 
site at web.pccs.kl2.mi.us/ear-
lychildhood. 

S y m p h o n y f u n d - r a i s e r 

The Plymouth Symphony 
League launches its 2009 

Corner of Holmes & Ridge Rd. 
(1 blk. N. of E. Michigan Ave.) 
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School teachers as they help 
the students explore every­
thing from Folktale Puppet 
Theater and Musical Theater to 
Knights, Ninjas, and Magical 
Creatures of History as well as 
public speaking, ancient histo­
ry, geography, math and digital 
graphic art. 

For more information, check 
out the school's Web site at 
www.allsaintscs.com and 
click on "summer enrichment 
program". You may also call 
the school office at (734) 459-
2490. 

' F r i e n d s a n d F l o w e r s ' 

e x h i b i t 

D & M Art Studio is present­
ing "Friends and Flowers," an 
art exhibit of watercolor and oil 
collection by artist Sharon Lee 
Dillenbeck beginning Monday 
June 2. 

In addition, D & M Art 
Studio, in co-operation with 
Canton Leisure Services, is 
now taking registration for the 
18th Summer Fine Art Camp 
- "Wild Things." Register and 
pay before May 31, and receive 
a 15 percent discount. 

For more information about 
these or any other D & M Art 
Studio programs, call (734) 
453-3710 or visit its Web site at 
www.dmartstudio.com. 

R o u g e R e s c u e 

Friends of the Rouge 
announced this week that 25 
communities in Metro Detroit 
are working together to rescue 
and restore the Rouge River on 
Saturday, June 7-

The local non-profit orga­
nization says volunteers are 

needed to help with clean up 
and restoration activities. . 

Friends of the Rouge, whose 
work is dedicated to the resto­
ration and stewardship of the 
Rouge River, has been leading 
clean up efforts for 22 years. 
When Rouge Rescue began 
activities focused on removing 
man-made trash from the river. 
Household appliances, tires, 
shopping carts, etc. were com­
mon Occurrences. Today, after 
years of cleaning up river sites, 
much of the work is focused 
on river restoration. Volunteer 
activities include native plant­
ings, invasive plant removals, 
trail maintenance, birdhouse 
building and installation, 
environmental education for 
children in addition to clean up 
projects. 

Interested volunteers can 
visit the Friends of the Rouge 
Web site at www.therouge.org 
for a list of sites and activities 
or call (313)792-9621 for more 
information. 

Canton Lions anniversary 
Come and celebrate Canton 

Lions Club's 40th Anniversary 
at a dinner dance on Friday, 
June 6, at 6 p.m. It will be held 
at the Cady/Boyer barn behind 
the Bartlett Travis house at 
500 N . Ridge Road. 

The anniversary party wil l 
include a catered dinner, pop/ 
coffee, raffles and 50s and 
60s music by Canton's own 
Fairview featuring Ron and 
Albert Muniz on guitar and 
lead vocals, Chat Atwell on 
bass and Karl Zarbo on drums. 

The Canton Lions Club is 
involved in many note-worthy 
local and world-wide commu­
nity service projects such as: 
Liberty Fest and Relay for Life 
Pancake Breakfasts, August's 
Corn Roast, White Cane sale 
and collecting glasses for Third 
World Countries. A l l donations 
will be given back to the com­
munity and/or to the blind and 
hearing impaired. 

For more information, please 
call (734) 981-0486 or e-mail 
nrybar@yahoo.com. 

Rotary raffle 
The Canton Rotary Club 

will host a fund-raising dinner 
from 6:30-9:30 p.m., June 2 at 
Summit on the Park. The event 
will feature a raffle with prizes, 
a full dinner, entertainment, 
silent and live auctions, cash 
bar, and a chance to network 
with fellow business people and 
community citizens. Top prize 
in the raffle is a $4,500 vaca­
tion plus $1,500 in taxes paid 
on your behalf; 2nd Prize is a 
weekend getaway to Las Vegas; 
and 3rd Prize is a weekend 
getaway to Toronto. In addition 
there will be at least 17 run­
ner up prizes with a minimum 
value of $200. 

Cost for the event is $150 
for a ticket entitling you to all 
events of the evening. There 
wil l be a minimum of 20 win­
ners, and a maximum of 120 
tickets sold. 

For more information, 
contact Canton Rotary Club 
Directors Michelle Burger 
at (734) 812-2517 or Larry 
Oldford at (734) 905-7700. 
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L i o n s C l u b t o c e l e b r a t e 4 0 y e a r s o f s e r v i c e 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The Pins on Parade are 
impressive, but you can't eat 
them with a knife and fork. 

In gearing up for its annual 
pancake breakfast, the Cantons 
Lions Club, is borrowing the 
condept of the oversized bowl­
ing pins lining Ford Road in 
celebration of the USBC wom­
en's bowling championships. 

Pancakes on Parade will 
kick off at 7 a.m. June 14 in the 
Kohl's parking lot at Ford and 
Sheldon. The yearly, all-you-
c are-to-eat event has become 
a staple of the Liberty Fest 
activities. 

Proceeds from the flapjack 
fund-raiser will benefit the 
Lions Club, which works to 
help the hearing impaired and 
eradicate preventable blind­
ness. 

In addition to the Pancakes 
on Parade, the nonprofit orga­
nization wil l celebrate its 40 
years of service in the Canton 

community with a dinner 
dance at 6 p.m. June 6 at the 
Cady/Boyer Barn in Cherry 
H i l l Village. 

Canton resident Gloria 
Hammonds is an organizer of 
the anniversary celebration 
and said although members 
of the club have a good time 
together, their purpose goes 
deeper than laughs and smiles. 

"We are really dedicated to 
helping others," she said, add­
ing that before she and her hus­
band, Eugene, joined the club 
several years ago, she didn't 
know about the existence of 
some programs for the blind. 
"I've been really struck by the 
things we have learned." 

While offering financial 
assistance to such programs, 
the Canton Lions also donate 
eyeglasses to those in need 
throughout the area. 

The celebration for the club, 
which was recently honored 
by the township board for its 
years of service, will include 
raffles, a catered meal by 

Rose's Restaurant and '50s and 
'60s music by the local group 
Fairview. 

The event is open to the pub­
lic. 

Hammonds encouraged 
those who are thinking about 
joining the organization to use 
this opportunity to learn more 
about the group. 

"We are friendly and we want 
(people) to come serve with us * 
she said. 

Charlie Mott, past president 
of the Canton Lions, joined the 
organization about seven years 
ago and said he's proud of the 
work that's been done. 

"We have a lot of good people 
who believe in going beyond 
the borders (of Canton) to try 
and help people," he said. 

For more information or to 
purchase tickets for the anni­
versary celebration, contact 
Nancy Spencer at (734) 397-
8975 orjohnnancysp@aol.com. 

tlparks@hometownlife.com 

(734)459-2700 

The Canton Lions Club will once again be holding its annual pancake breakfast on the morning of the Liberty! 
parade, which this year takes place June 14. It will be located in the Kohl's parking lot on Ford Road. 

S i d e w a l k p r o g r a m w i l l f o c u s o n t h r e e s u b d i v i s i o n s 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

This year's public hearing for 
the Canton's sidewalk repair 
program was short and sweet. 

In a clear departure from 
the frustration displayed at 
the 2007 hearing, only three 
Canton men spoke during the 
hearing and each seemed to 
understand the township's 
position with the annual pro­
gram. 

Despite requesting another 
look at his property, Embassy 
Square resident John Watkins 
said he appreciates Canton's 
efforts to maintain sidewalks. 

"I'm really glad I moved here, 
because of tilings like this," he 
said. 

In its 10th year, this year's 
replacement program focused 
on Brentwood Estates, 
Sunflower Village 6-11, 
Embassy Square and other 
locations. 

thebest Make Everyday A Backyard Adventure! 
H A N D S D O W N ! ^ c a v p 4 A AtZOJL Big Beam Construction!. 

J W " » 3 7 I lifetime Warranties'. 
100s Of Models! Best Prices! 

Check The Competition & Save! 
Factory Direct Units 

Madison % 799 
Overlook $ 999 
Country Cottage $ 1 , 0 9 9 

Lmfled quaniffes Cascade $ 1 , 1 9 9 

On-line Catalog: dollhospital.COm 
Save $1000 Minimum 

onanyBAunttti T h e D o l l H o s p i t a l & T o y S o l d i e r S h o p 
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley, 248-543-3115 Mon-5at 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 S u n 12-4 

G r e a t Lakes Dermato logy 

M i c h a e l R . C o h e n , D . O . 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Speciai'izhuj w Dim h*. * 
oftheSfdnfHair&Nah 

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care you deserve. 

«Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne BOtOX •Much More 

Accepting New Patients • Aft Ages 
Call for Appointment 2 4 8 - 3 2 4 - 2 2 2 2 Evening appls. available 

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, Novi, Wch'ujan 48377 

greatlakesderm@yahoo.com 

Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack said the handing down of 
sidewalk responsibility made 
it to the Michigan Supreme 
Court, where it was decided , 
that townships; not counties, 
were in charge of repairing 
damage. 

About 1,000 notification let­
ters were mailed to residents 
in late April detailing what 
repairs were needed for their 
property. 

Municipal Services Director 

Tim Faas said the average 
homeowner bill is about $250. 

Township resident Kenneth 
Kuck said he attended the 
recent hearing just to get a 
feeling of whether it would be 
cheaper to hire his own con­
tractor or let the township's 
contractor do the work. 

"I think people are kind of 
realizing that the homeowner 
is responsible for this," he said, 
adding that his assessment 
came in at less than $100. 

Advertisement 

S p i n a l S t e n o s i s 

Severe Back, Sciatica or leg pain guide that 
You Should Know About . Available free. 

Detroit, ML - Have you tried pills, injections, therapy, surgery or 
massage? Shane L. Stanley DC offering The Severe Back, Sciatica, 
And Disc Pain Guide for local residents suffering from severe hack, 
sciatica, and leg pain. Discover why your treatments have failed 
and a possible new solution that most doctors have not heard of. 
Call 1-800-469-3618 (24 hour recorded message) or go to: 

www.midischerniation.com 

Sf Custom 0rid cfPor£ 

D a n ' s C u s t o m B r i c k w o r k 

882 York St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

f Chimneys & Porches Repaired 
» and Rebuilt 

V * ' Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work 

Natural & Cultured Stone Installation 

1 . 7 3 4 . 4 1 6 . 5 4 2 5 

Free Estimates 
licensed and Insured 

If residents opt to use their 
own contractor, they must 
obtain a $55 permit from 
the township's Building and 
Inspection Services depart­
ment. 

For more information, call 
Public Works at (734) 394-
5150. 

T H I N K I N G A B O U T . . . 

OE0&603S02 

• Quietest Units 
•Affordable Pricing 
• Quality Installation 
• Extended Warranties 
• EZ Financing 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 

Our 34th Year! 

UNITED T E M P E R A T U R E 
8919 MIDDIEBELT • LIVONIA 

" Rebate offer is valid only with the purdrase of 
qualifying Lennox products. ©20D8Lennoxlndustries, 
Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer for details. 

Lennox dealers include independently owned ami 
l operated businesses. oeobmms J 

R O L L I N G M C R D O I V S 

COUNTRY CLUB 
6484 Sutton, Whitmore lake 

family Owned S Operated 

Best Value Public Golf for 
Lecigu" & Open Golf 

Check Our Weekly Specials 

website: Golfrmcc.com 

The Temperature 
Is Risiiiii 

Give Your 
Furs The 
Very Best 
Summer 

Care! 

24"'STORAGE, 
EXPERT CLEANING & GLAZINGf 

ALL ON OUR PREMISES 

$95 For Your First Fur Coat 
$85 For Each 

Additional Garment 

PRESENT THIS AD TO SAVE 

ADDITIONAL>5 . 
ON EVERY CLEAN & STORE 

UNTIL 5/24/08 

Detroit (313)873-8300 
Rloomfieid Hills (248)642-3000 

www.di t t r ichfurs.com 

t h e g r e a t i n d o o r s 
n o w t h r o u g h M a y 31 

A T T R E S S S A L E 

n o i n t e r e s t , n o p a y m e n t s f o r I E m o n t h s 
o n atf attress «©te $ 3 9 9 of more with qtkt& ĵpff caret See-Important Deferred 
interest Promotional Offer OetaBs below. Offer e n d s 5/3I/Q8. • 

f r e e d e l i v e r y a n d s e t u p 
o n all mattress s e t s $ 3 9 9 o r m o r e w d t r&ail-ta jefoate, ftee s t a n d a r d l o c a l delivery. 
O u t s i d e l o c a l d e n a r y a r e a , c u s t o m e r e a y s £&a$mma£ c h a r g e d e b a t e values, l o c a l 
area a n d additional c h a r g e s v a r y MaxtaWffi i r f f l s s ^ w f e e $ 6 5 . S e e "Store for details, 

f r e e b e d f r a m e up to a 49.93 satue. 
Offer g o o d for frame o f c o m p a r a b l e size t o mattress. N o sabstrtaSorts 

f r e e r e m o v a l o f y o u r o l d m a t t r e s s 
Excludes w a t e r b s d s . 

r\^tmepedic 

(Seita; 

Vera Wang 
BY SEB.TA' 

D A R E T O C O M P A R E 

memory foam for superior 
pressure relief 

s a e 7 9 9 

incredible value! 
Serta Dare to Compare Platinum queen set 
R e g . 1599.99 

foam f nrpsed • ' 
support and da* ability 

rated best buy by 
Consumers t^gest magazine 

ARIZONA Chandler -130-792-6000 S c o t t s d a l s 480-281-9000 
CALIFORNIA Burbank 318-260-8000 Chino Hills 909-972-60 0 0 Irvine 949-340-600^ 
COLORADO Broomfield 720-566-1000 Lone Tree 303-708-2500 

ILLINOIS Lcrnbard 630-S73-SO0O Schaumburg 847-374-3000 
MARYLAND Gaithersburg 2^0-599-1300 MICHIGAN ftovi 248-679-1000 
NEVADA Las Vegas 702-949-6600 NEW JERSEY Woodbridge 732-956-2300 
OHIO Columbus 614-880-8800 TEXAS Farmers-Bianch 214-764-1000 Houston 832-476-

t h e g r e a t i n d o o r s 

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAILS {when offered); FINANCE C H A R G E S a c c r u e on a promotional p u r c h a s e from the d a t e of p u r c h a s e at the regular p u r c h a s e rate in effect f r o m t i m e to t i m e a n d all a c c r u e d FINANCE 
C H A R G E S for t h e entire promotional p e r i o d will b e a d d e d to your a c c o u n t if the p u r c h a s e is not p a i d in full by the e n d of the promotional p e r i o d or if you default under your c a r d a g r e e m e n t . Making the m i n i m u m monthly p a y m e n t will not pay off your 
promotional p u r c h a s e in time to avoid FINANCE. C H A R G E S . With credit approval, for qualifying purcnases when you use The Great Indoors M a s t e r C a r d ' or a Sears card (Commercial O n e ' excluded). Sears Home Improvement Account5*' valid on installed 
sales only. Offer is only valid for c o n s u m e r a c c o u n t s in g o o d standing and is subject to change'without notice. May not be c o m b i n e d with any other credit promotional offers. Promotional offers greater than 14 months require minimum, monthly payments as 
d i s c l o s e d in the offer. Sears card A P R s up'fo 2 6 . 4 9 % , but if your" account has a variable APR, the APR is up to 2 8 . 9 9 % as of 5/5/08 and may vary. Minimum monthly FINANCE C H A R G E up to $1. See card agreement for details including when the default rate 
applies. Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota), N X Sears Solutions cards are issued by H S B C Bank Nevada, N.A. 

Offers end 5/31/08 unless otherwise stated. © 2008 Sears Holdings Corporation 
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Find out how r e f r e s h ™ a Gravel Oeersiiici can be. 
P o p o p e n a root b e e r a n d get ready to ce lebrate! T h e Hunt ington banking office located at M i c h i g a n 

and B e c k in C a n t o n o p e n s M a y 27! h During our G r a n d O p e n i n g celebration, you'll rece ive a $50 

A m e r i c a n E x p r e s s Gi f tCard w h e n y o u o p e n a qualified Hunt ington account* 

Motiving says "Welco ine" quite. 

$ 5 0 A m e r i c a n E x p r e s s G i f t C a r d 

M i c h i g a n A v e n u e C a n t o n , M l 4 8 1 8 8 

H o u r s : M - T h 9 - 5 F 9 - 6 S 9-1 I P h o n e : 7 3 4 - 4 9 5 - 3 2 0 0 

A b a n k i n v e s t e d in p e o p l e . ® 

*"^S "When opening a new qualifying deposit account berwwn May 27.2008 and August 29.2003 at the Canton Michigan Beck banking office only, you wiK racei** an American Express* gift card, white Supplies last. If your choice of gift« 
L s J notflvaflabte.you will be offered another gift Kernel sirrular value, white supplies last. The value of iha card * J&0 helping tax and stopping clwgss end is reportable on IRS Form 1099. Fortius offer, the required rmnirmim mrual deposit 
SWB rs $50.00 for checking, sevinos or mDrlfry marV&l accounts arid $2000.00 for certificates of depcjsit Money must t>e new to Huntington. Offer is not valid >n corribinatron wrth any other offer An Early Account Closing fee wtH ippJylo 
•ctounis closed within 180 days of openmg Bank res&tves The right to limit one gift incentive per household 

Member FDiC #T Huntington* And a bank hvBaied in pwpJe* are tetteollv ivgisterod s * marks crl Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. $ 2D08 HuminglDn Banc&haru Incorporated 

Hearing set in assault 
of disabled man 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Canton man is free on 
$10,000 personal bond after 
being arraigned Monday on 
charges he assaulted a disabled 
man with a chemical spray. 

Alexander Lee Carey, 36, 
was arraigned in Garden City 
21st District Court on a charge 
of felonious assault, a four-
year felony, and assault with a 
self-defense spray, a two-year 
misdemeanor. A not guilty plea 
was entered on his behalf. 

The charges stem from a 
March 15 incident in which 
Inkster resident Kevin 
Bradford, 51, was using his 
motorized wheelchair to get 
to the Garden City Post Office 
at Cherry Hill and Merriman. 
Due to the lack of sidewalks, 
Bradford was traveling in 
Cherry Hill along the curb, 
which slowed traffic. 

A driver pulled up near 
Bradford, put down the pas­
senger window and sprayed the 
Inkster man in the face with 
a chemical spray. Bradford, 
who had to be taken to Garden 

City Hospital for treatment 
of the chemical spray effects, 
and witnesses who stopped to 
assist him were able to provide 
police with a description of the 
suspect, including his vehicle 
license plate. 

Once he was contacted, 
police said Carey cooperated 
with their investigation and 
had turned himself in for 
arraignment after a warrant 
was issued. 

The preliminary examina­
tion for Carey, who waived his 
right to the hearing within the 
required 14 days, was set for 
Monday, June 9-

After hearing from Bradford, 
who lives on Cherry Hill, Judge 
Richard Hammer Jr. set bond 
conditions for Carey, which 
included prohibiting him from 
driving on Cherry Hill. 

Following the incident, 
Bradford said he wanted 
his attacker prosecuted, but 
also called for installation to 
sidewalks so that he wouldn't 
forced to travel in the street. 

lrogers@hometownlife.com 

(734)953-2103 

CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS 

Champion of diversity 
Canton resident Lawrence 

G. Almeda, a shareholder in 
the Ann Arbor office of Brinks 
Hofer Gilson & Lione, one of the 
largest intellectual property law 
firms in the U.S., has been cited 
by Cram's Detroit Business in 
the publication's April 14th issue 
as one of ten leaders of diversity. 
The publication highlighted 10 
Detroit area leaders "who already 
champion diversity in their busi­
nesses and the community." 

Almeda is a member of the 
State Advisory Committee 
for the 0. S. Commission on 
Civil Rights; the Governor's 
Advisory Council on Asian 
Pacific American Affairs; 
the chair of the Business Law 
Section of the Washtenaw 
County Bar Association and a 
member of its board of direc­
tors; assistant regional gover­
nor for Central Region for the 
National Asian 
Pacific American Bar 

A l m e d a 

Association 
and the imme­
diate past 
president of 
the Michigan 
Asian Pacific 
American Bar 
Association. He 
is also a mem­
ber of the Asian 

Pacific American Chamber 
of Commerce, where he 
serves on the Global Strategic 
Committee. 

Almeda's practice focuses on 
patent opinions and prosecu­
tion in the medical, chemical, 
nanotechnology and mechani­
cal arts. Almeda earned his 
J.D. from the University 
of Detroit Mercy School of 
Law and a B.S. in chemi­
cal engineering from Purdue 
University. 

Additionally, he holds a 
L.L.M in intellectual property 
law from The John Marshall 
Law School. 

Huron Valley Ambulance extends a Happy EMS Week and a big 
thank you to all the EMTs and paramedics who work 24/7 to be there 
when you need them. We could not provide the excellent service that we 
do without all the dedicated employees who make it happen. Thank youl 

— Huron Valley Ambulance Board of Trustees 

Family C a r e A s s o c i a t e s is n o w affiliated wi th t h e Detroi t M e d i c a l Center . 

Clinical Specialties: Asthma and Allergy • Family Medicine (including Pediatrics) 
Internal Medicine • Orthopedics/Sports Medicine 

Pediatric Ear Nose and Throat • Pain Management • Urgent Care 

MB! 

at Fami ly C a r e A s s o c i a t e s ' o f f i c e l o c a t e d at 

9398 Li l ley R o a d in P l y m o u t h , M l 48170 

B r i n g y o u r fami ly a n d f r i ends out for s o m e r e f r e s h m e n t s a n d a c h a n c e 

to m e e t t h e p h y s i c i a n s at D M C ' s n e w e s t s u b u r b a n center . 

F o r q u e s t i o n s , c a l l (734) 254-0453. 

During this week, we remember our colleague 
Cheryl Kiefer who lost her life 
in the line of duty on 
Jmiary 26,2008. 

• Support your nonprofit communi ty 

ambulance service. 

P a y N O out-of-pocket costs for 

emergency ambulance transports for 

your whole fami ly! 

H V A P / l W a n n u a l rates: 

Senior/senior couple $32.01 

For more information, call 
1-888-463-PWS (7587) 

http://Www.hometownKfe.com
mailto:lrogers@hometownlife.com
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Retirement misconceptions make it hard to plan for future 
s I prepared for the 
Observer & Eccentric 

tSenior Expo this week, 
I reviewed some of the 
myths and misconceptions 
of retirement. They can seri­
ously impair someone's abil­
ity to enjoy their retirement 
years. So for those who could 
not attend the Expo, here's a 
recap. 

One myth about retire­
ment I constantly hear is you 
can live on considerably less 
than when you were work­
ing-

Although certain expenses 
wi l l be lower in retirement 
(your home may be paid off 
and your kids — hopefully 
— wi l l be off your payroll), 
there wi l l be other new 

expenses that 
you begin to 
incur because 
of more free 
time. Retirees 
today do not 
sit back and 
watch TV. 
They are trav­
eling all over 
the world in 
record num­
bers. The 

thought that you can live on 
less in retirement tends to 
give a false sense of security. 
There is nothing worse than 
being retired and realizing 
you don't have the money to 
maintain your lifestyle. 

A misconception about 
retirement is that once you 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

retire, your cost of living 
remains flat. Nothing is fur­
ther from the truth. Health 
care, food, entertainment, 
travel — you name it — all 
increase over time. In addi­
tion, there wi l l be new tech­
nologies and services you 
wi l l want to take advantage ; 
of. After al l , 20 years ago ."' 
who thought that you would 
have a monthly bi l l for some^ 
thing called the Internet? 

Another myth is you can % 
use the life expectancy tables 
to determine how long you 
wi l l live i n retirement: '• 

If you look at life expec­
tancy tables, thetaverage 
American lives into .his/her 
early 80s. H^wev^r,' that is 
only an averages V$hat i f you 

live past your 80s? Are you 
going to have the resources 
to maintain your lifestyle 
and to take advantage of 
new technologies that may 
increase the quality of your 
life? 

1 tell investors that people 
retiring in their early and 
mid-60s should plan for a 
30- to 35-year time horizon. 

Another misconception is 
upon retirement your invest­
ment portfolio should be 
ultra-conservative. 

The thought process is in 
a stock market downturn, 
you may not have time to 
wait for a recovery. That 
doesn't make sense. What 
that assumes is all people 
i n retirement are the same. 

Obviously, there is a big 
difference in someone's 
portfolio i f they are 95 vs. 
65. The reality is i n retire­
ment you wi l l need a rising 
income and having a portion 
of your portfolio invested in 
equities for the long term is 
the appropriate strategy for 
most people. Don't focus on 
retirement, but rather on the 
time frame. 

Another myth is when 
one's spouse passes, he/she 
can live on half the income. 
Certain expenses may go 
down, but other expenses 
wi l l continue to rise. A sur­
viving spouse can live on 
less, however, not half. 

It is important to consider 
these myths and misconcep­

tions of retirement because 
mistakes made today can 
have severe consequences 
down the road. 

Retirement is a new con­
cept in the history of man­
kind and it requires us to 
think differently. Retirement 
today has no relationship to 
what it was 50 years ago and 
wil l have no relationship to 
the people who are retired 
50 years from now. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer S Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 

O I L - - ^ , 

Your choice of 100's of styles, 
colors & fabrics 

All Kinds of Tables and Chairs 
Can Be Sold Separately 

1 Block N ofbvomaMaii 

2 4 8 - 4 4 2 - 7 4 9 0 

H l > ^ • » 

R e a d t o d a y ' s c o v e r * 

Sale Hours : 
M o n d a y - Tuesday - Wednesday 

10:00 A M to 6;00 P M 
Thursday and Friday 
1 0 : 0 0 A M t o 8 ; 0 0 P M 

Saturday 10 A M to 5 P M 

PiUK&am, a»<5 seaie select designers. Psfer safes, sp« tal ordure, 
layaways, rad rapalre exdudeti- See store for complete ddaiis, 
Rntm tSwaii dally for t̂ X»Oia;iip>wl Points itoraufjh %/27ft~)&. 
Limit cm per d*v per entrant. 

J o i n O u r 
F O O D DRIVE to bei nefit 

"Capuchin Soup Kit< hen" 
Btfeg m son-perishable feed it 

asd ym am Win A Fakskits P 

em 
riscl 

Garden City, M l 
734.422.7030 

101 East Main Street 
Northville, M l 48167 

248.349 6940 

Your 
s Due For 

A Check 
Inactivity is not healthy for money. Our free diagnosis will 
help it grow and multiply. 

USA Credit Union recommends regular checlc-ups to make 
sure your money is looking good and doing well. USA's experts 
know all the remedies to lower loan payments and eliminate 
unnecessary fees typical with big bank checking accounts. 

Get a free check-up at USA by either calling 1-800-521-8440, 
or by going to WhatsYourMoneyUpTo.com, or by stopping 
by your local branch. 

U S A C r e d i t U n i o n 

What ' s you? m o n e y u p to 

http://Www.hometowrtlife.com
mailto:ters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
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Rebecca (left) and Carol Ruggero clap for participants in the Survivor's Walk. 

C h a r t e r T o w n s h i p o f C a n t o n B o a r d Proceed ings 
M a y 13,2008 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter 
Township of Canton was held Tuesday, May 13, 2008, at 1150 
Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan. Supervisor Yack called the 
meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and led the. Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. Rol l Cal l Members Present: Bennett, Caccamo, 
Kirchgatter, LaJoy, McLaughlin, Yack, Zarbo Staff Present: 
Director Eva, Executive Director Santomauro, Director Conklin, 
Director Faas Adoption of Agenda Motion by Bennett,, supported 

• by Zarbo to approve the amended agenda deleting Public Hearing 
Item 3. Hold the Public Hearing of Necessity and Consider 
Adoption of Resolution No. 3 for the Marlowe Street Road 
Improvements, SAD 2006-2. (MSD) and G-8 Authorize Contract for 
Fireworks Display for the 2008 Liberty Fest. (CLS). Motion carried 
unanimously. Approval of Minutes Motion by Bennett, 
supported by LaJoy to approve the Board Study Minutes of April 
15, 2008. Motion carried unanimously. Motion by Bennett, 
supported by McLaughlin to approve the Board Minutes of April 
22, 2008. Motion carried unanimously. Payment of Bills Motion 
by Kirchgatter, supported by Zarbo to approve payment of the bills 
as presented. Motion carried unanimously. R E C O G N I T I O N : 
R E C O G N I T I O N O F S E R V I C E - C A N T O N LIONS C L U B 
Motion by Zarbo, supported by Bennett to adopt the resolution of 
Recognition of Service to the Canton Lions Club. Motion carried 
unanimously. P R E S E N T A T I O N : G A L E A P L A Q U E 
P R E S E N T A T I O N T O C A N T O N P O L I C E D E P A R T M E N T . 
Motion by Bennett, supported by Yack to enter this presentation 
into the record. Motion carried unanimously. P U B L I C 
H E A R I N G : Item 1. P U B L I C H E A R I N G F O R A P P R O V A L O F 
2008 C D B G P R O G R A M . (FBD) Motion by Yack, supported by 
Bennett to open the public hearing at 7:20 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously. No public comments. Motion by Bennett, supported 
by Zarbo to close the public hearing at 7:23 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously. Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to 
accept the recommendations of the Canton C D B G Advisory Council 
for the FY 2008 Community Development Block Grant program 
and to forward the adopted program to the Department of HUD as 
the Canton FY 2008 Final Statement. Motion • carried 
unanimously. Item 2. P U B L I C H E A R I N G F O R T H E 2008 
S I D E W A L K R E P A I R P R O G R A M . (MSD) Motion by Yack, 
supported by Bennett to open the Public Hearing at 7:24 p.m. 
Motion carried unanimously. Three residents had questions that 
were answered by Director Faas. Motion by Bennett, supported by 
Zarbo to close the Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously Motion by Bennett, supported by Zarbo to adopt the 
resolution requiring replacement of sidewalks in Brentwood 
Estates, Embassy Square, Sunflower Village 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, & 11, and 
Miscellaneous Locations as indicated on the list and published in 
the Canton Observer on May 1st and May 4th, 2008. Motion, 
carried unanimously Item 3. H O L D T H E P U B L I C H E A R I N G 
O F N E C E S S I T Y A N D C O N S I D E R A D O P T I O N O F 
R E S O L T U I O N NO. 3. F O R T H E M A R L O W E S T R E E T R O A D 
I M P R O V E M E N T S , SAD 2006-2. (MSD) D E L E T E D FROM 
AGENDA C O N S E N T C A L E N D A R : Item 1. A P P O I N T 35TH 
DISTRICT C O U R T M A G I S T R A T E . (SUPERVISOR) Motion 
carried. Item 2. WAIVE SIDEWALK S A L E A N D B A N N E R 
DISPLAY P E R M I T R E Q U I R E M E N T F O R SATURDAY, J U N E 
14, 2008. (SUPERVISOR) Motion carried. Item 3. 
T E M P O R A R Y R E L O C A T I O N O F S E V E N V O T E R 
P R E C I N C T S F O R T H E A U G U S T 5, 2008 P R I M A R Y 
E L E C T I O N . (CLERK) Motion carried. Item 4. A P P R O V A L 
O F M C A C A G R A N T A P P L I C A T I O N SUBMISSION. (FBD) 
Motion carried. Item 5. A R E Q U E S T F R O M D O N PABLO'S 
O P E R A T I N G C O R P . (AN OHIO C O R P O R A T I O N ) T O 
T R A N S F E R A I L S T O C K (1999 L I C E N S I N G YEAR) IN 2007 
C L A S S C L I C E N S E D BUSINESS, L O C A T E D IN E S C R O W A T 
39895 F O R D , C A N T O N , MI 48187, C A N T O N TOWNSHIP, 
WAYNE COUNTY, B Y D R O P P I N G D F & R R E S T A U R A N T S , 
INC. AS S T O C K H O L D E R A N D T R A N S F E R R I N G ITS 
S T O C K T O D O N PABLO'S H O L D I N G CORP. ( C L E R K ) 
Motion carried. Item 6. A R E Q U E S T F R O M R U S T Y NATL 
L O U N G E , INC. T O T R A N S F E R A L L S T O C K IN 2007 C L A S S 
C L I C E N S E D BUSINESS WITH D A N C E PERMIT, L O C A T E D 
A T 43845 F O R D , C A N T O N , MI 48187, C A N T O N TOWNSHIP, 
WAYNE COUNTY, T H R U T R A N S F E R O F 90,000 S H A R E S 
F R O M T H E R U S S E L D. J O H N S O N R E V O C A B L E L I V I N G 
T R U S T ; J O H N F. J O H N S O N , S U C C E S S O R T R U S T E E T O 
J O H N F. J O H N S O N . Motion carried. Item 7. 
A P P O I N T M E N T S T O D O W N T O W N D E V E L O P M E N T 
A U T H O R I T Y . (SUPERVISOR) Motion carried. G E N E R A L 
C A L E N D A R : Item 1. C O N S I D E R O A K W O O D H E A L T H 
C A R E M E D I C A L C A M P U S P R E L I M I N A R Y P L A N N E D 
D E V E L O P M E N T DISTRICT. (MSD) Motion carried. Item 2. 
C O N S I D E R C A N T O N F R I E N D S H I P C H U R C H REZONTNG. 
(MSD) Motion carried. Item 3. C O N S I D E R C H E R R Y H I L L 
V I L L A G E M A R K E T P L A C E MINOR P D D A N D SITE P L A N 
F O R P H A S E I P A R K I N G I M P R O V E M E N T A N D 
MODIFICATION T O T H E SITE P L A N F O R T H E B I L T M O R E 
B U I L D I N G . (MSD) Motion carried. Item 4. C O N S I D E R 
A P P R O V A L O F W A STEWATER D I S P O S A L A G R E E M E N T 
WITH S A U K T R A I L D E V E L O P M E N T , INC. (MSD) Motion 
carried. Item 5. C O N S I D E R R E C L A S S I F I C A T I O N O F T H E 
P U B L I C W O R K S C L E R K i n POSITION T O A C L E R K IV 
POSITION. (MSD) Motion carried. Item 6. C O N S I D E R 
F I L L I N G A M E C H A N I C I POSITION IN T H E P U B L I C 
W O R K S DIVISION - F L E E T S E R V I C E S E C T I O N . (MSD) 
Motion carried. Item 7. C O N S I D E R C R E A T I N G A N D 
F I L L I N G A SANITARY S E W E R T E C H N I C I A N POSITION IN 
T H E P U B L I C W O R K S DIVISION. (MSD) Motion carried. Item 
8. A U T H O R I Z E C O N T R A C T F O R F I R E W O R K S DISPLAY 
F O R T H E 2008 L I B E R T Y F E S T . (CLS) D E L E T E D F R O M 
A G E N D A Item. 9. A U T H O R I Z E R E P R O G R A M M I N G O F 
F U N D S A N D C A P I T A L P U R C H A S E O F I C E M A C H I N E F O R 
P H E A S A N T R U N A N D T H E SUMMIT. (MSD) Motion carried. 
Item 10. AWARD S O U N D A N D L I G H T I N G S E R V I C E S F O R 
T H E 2008 L I B E R T Y F E S T . (CLS) Motion carried. Item 11. 
AWARD R E N T A L O F T E N T S , T A B L E S A N D CHAIRS F O R 
2008 L I B E R T Y F E S T . (CLS) Motion carried. Item 12. 
A P P R O V E P U R C H A S E O F G O L F C O U R S E M E R C H A N D I S E 
F O R ST. J O E S P R O A M . (CLS) Motion carried. Item 13. 
A U T H O R I Z E P U R C H A S E O R D E R F O R 2008 L I B E R T Y 
F E S T I N F L A T A B L E A T T R A C T I O N S . (CLS) Motion carried. 
Item 14. C E M E N T R E P L A C E M E N T F O R H E R I T A G E P A R K 
A M P H I T H E A T E R . (CLS) Motion carried. Item 15. A P P R O V E 
W A T E R A N D S E W E R R A T E S . (FBD) Motion carried. Item 16. 
T O A P P R O V E C H A N G E O R D E R F O R R E P L A C E M E N T O F 
D I A M O N D S R O O F T O P UNTIS. (FBD) Motion carried. Item 
17. R E N E W A L O F S O P H O S ANTI-VIRUS S E R V I C E F O R 
C U R R E N T TOWNSHIP D E S K T O P C O M P U T E R S A N D F I L E 
S E R V E R S . (FBD) Motion carried. Item 18. P U R C H A S E A N D 
S A L E O F V A C A N T L O T . (FBD) Motion tabled. Item 19. 
CONSUMER E L E C T E D O F F I C I A L S ' C O M P E N S A T I O N . 
(FBD) Motions carried. Item 20. A P P R O V A L F O R 
I N S T A L L A T I O N O F C A R D A C C E S S S Y S T E M T O C L E R K ' S 
S T O R A G E R O O M . (FBD) Motion carried. O T H E R : Supervisor 
Yack stated there is no Board study meeting next week, Tuesday, 
May 20, 2008. The next Board meeting will be May 27, 2008 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Administration Building, First Floor, Board Room, 
1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan, 48188. A D J O U R N : 
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to adjourn at 10:40 
p.m. Motion carried unanimously. - Thomas J. Yack, Supervisor -
Terry G. Bennett, Clerk -

Copies of the complete text of the Board Minutes are available at 
the office of the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton 
Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, during regular business hours and 
can also be accessed through our web site HYPERLINK "http:// 
www.canton-mi.org" www.canton^mi.org after Board Approval. 
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Lauren Clontz, Nicole Durr, Lisa Marsalese walk the Relay For Life. Little Madylyne Dorr goes along for the ride. The group is walking to honor Judy Lagrow. 

Cancer survivor Barbara Gasche signs the survivor's banner at Saturday's 
Relay For Life. 
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D O E S Y O U R D O G L I K E T O 

H a p p y H o u n d s 

o f f e r s . . . . 

jf_"My new biggest 

Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Gare * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website for details Bertrie & Harvey 

If you are at work, on vacation, 
or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for yoiir loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - D O G S 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, ME 481701 

www.happyfioundsdaycare.com 

" A H A P P Y D O G D A Y . . . I S A D A Y O F D O G P L A Y ! " 

N o t i c e o f P u b l i c S a l e o f P e r s o n a l P r o p e r t y . 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeeo, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage 
(formerly Shurgard) located at 45229 Michigan Ave Canton MI 
48188 (734)397-0082 on 5/30/08 at 12:00 pm. Sales are for cash 
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which 
rent and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of: 
5341 - Charon Renae Roberts - 20 Boxes, Floor Lamp, Misc Items 
5008 - Amicie Crayton - leather couch, loveseat, vanity 
4279 - Julian Mitchell - 3 Snowboards, 2 chairs, entertainment 
center 
4133 - Gino Martin - couch, TV, 5 Totes 
4121 - Rosalyn Jackson - vacuum, dresser, mattress 
4120 - Grant Young - dresser, mirrors, headboard 
4027 - Jason Brodie - sofa, dresser, kida ATV 
3026 - Juanita Lango - 10 Boxes, 1 tote, portable heater 
3021 - Regina Griffin - 50 Boxes, Dining Table, Misc Items 
3020 - Isiah Wardlow - 10 Boxes, Toolbox, Misc Items 
2037 - Shawn Booth - 4 Kitchen Chairs, Couch, Dresser 
2032 - Sharell Lewis - lawn mower, microwave, 2 T V s 
Publish: May 15 & 22,2008 OE08601500-2K3 
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FROM PAGE Al 

s a i d J a m i e C h a p m a n , a s s o c i ­

a t e d i r e c t o r o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

C a n c e r S o c i e t y M e t r o - D e t r o i t 

A r e a S e r v i c e C e n t e r . " W e h a d 

m o r e t e a m s t h a n l a s t y e a r a n d 

m o r e s u r v i v o r s t h a n l a s t y e a r . " 

T h i s y e a r a l s o m a r k e d t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a 

l o n g - t e r m A C S r e s e a r c h s t u d y . 

T h e s t u d y , w h i c h w i l l f o c u s 

o n c a n c e r p r e v e n t i o n , h a d 3 1 8 

e n r o l l e e s . 

" P e o p l e h a v e o p e n e d t h e i r 

p o c k e t b o o k s f o r y e a r s b u t t h i s 

i s a w a y t o b e a p a r t o f h i s t o r y 

i n t h e m a k i n g " s a i d M a r i o n 

R o z u m , w h o h e l p e d o r g a n i z e 

t h e C a n t o n e n d o f t h e n a t i o n a l 

s t u d y . " W o u l d n ' t i t b e w o n d e r ­

f u l i f t h i s w a s t h e s t u d y t h a t 

f o u n d a c u r e ? " 

W i t h k a r a o k e s i n g e r s b e l t ­

i n g o u t t u n e s b y K e l l y C l a r k s o n 

a n d K o o l a n d T h e G a n g , t h e 

R e l a y w a s f a i r l y u p b e a t w i t h 

p l e n t y o f p a r t i c i p a n t s w a l k i n g 

a r o u n d i n T - s h i r t s t h a t r e a d 

"I l o v e b o o b s , " " B o o b s r o c k ray 

w o r l d , " a n d " S a v e s e c o n d b a s e . " 

A t a n y o t h e r v e n u e , t h e T -

s h i r t s , s o m e o f w h i c h w e r e 

e m b r o i d e r e d w i t h a p i n k rib­

b o n , m a y h a v e g a r n e r e d s t a r e s 

a n d l i n g e r w a g g i n g b u t a t t h e 

R e l a y , t h e b r e a s t c a n c e r a w a r e ­

n e s s g a r m e n t s w e r e e n d e a r i n g . 

" T h e s h i r t s w e r e s o m u c h 

f u n " C h a p m a n s a i d . "I t h i n k 

t h e y a d d a l i t t l e f u n t o t h e 

e v e n t . " 

T h e D o d s o n S u n J e w e l s , 

c r e a t e d i n h o n o r o f D o d s o n 

E l e m e n t a r y S c h o o l p r i n c i p a l 

C h e r y l C l a s o n a n d f o r m e r 

D o d s o n s t u d e n t A n d r e w 

H o l m l u n d , r a i s e d t h e m o s t 

m o n e y o f a n y o t h e r t e a m b r i n g ­

i n g i n m o r e t h a n $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 

" R a i s i n g m o n e y f o r c a n c e r 

r e s e a r c h h a s b e e n v e r y t h e r a ­

p e u t i c , " s a i d R o b i n H o l m l u n d , 

A n d r e w ' s m o t h e r . 

" W e h a v e r e a l l y r a l l i e d f o r a 

c a u s e . " 

tiparks@iiometownlife.com 
(734) 459-2700 

I t e r 
1 c\*irM 
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Pars of the Obsef 

Welcome Service* 
Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since i960! 
Get to know Canton and Plymouth 

with our FREE Welcome Packet. 

or visit our website at www.aXnewcomers.com 
For business sponsorship opportunities, please call 734.476.5891. 

This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers. 

\ M O B I L E E L E C T R O N I C S j 

W i n d o w 
T i n t i n g ^ 

Livonia 734-425-4646 Lincoln Park, 313-383-9434 
Farmington... 248-473-8200 Canton 734.981-7770 
Taylor 734-946-4174 www.mickeyshorr.coin 

N o t i c e o f P u b l i c S a l e o f P e r s o n a l P r o p e r t y . 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeeo, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage 
(formerly Shurgard) located at 41889 Joy Rd Canton MI 48187 
(734)254-0243 on 5/30/08 at 11:00 am. Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent 
and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of: 
1054 - Julie Sethavarangura - TV, Dresser, Headboard 
2014 - Samuel Bruce Horste - 20 Totes, 20 Boxes, 5 Bags 
2035 - Julie Sethavarangura - VCR, Chair, 10 Boxes 
2046 - Michael McFadden - Dresser, Couch, TV 
4002 - Scott Laser - 2 Totes, 10 Boxes, Toolbox 
4035 - George Gallo - Jensen Automobile; Car Parts 
4047 - George Gallo - Studebaker Automobile, Car Parts 
4068 - Timothy Williams - 10 Boxes, Table, 2 Chairs 
5032 - George Gallo - 1967 Mercedes Benz, car parts, misc items 
9154 - Couch, Love Seat, 10 boxes 
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Sister Rose Marie Kujawa gives Baroness Caroline Cox the Crystal Madonna award for her global 
humanitarianism. 

B r i t a i n ' s B a r o n e s s C o x 
h o n o r e d a t M a d o n n a 

"I am a nurse and a social 
scientist by intention and a 
Baroness by astonishment," 
said Baroness Caroline 
Cox to a crowd of 70 plus 
friends, alumni and fac­
ulty at Madonna University, 
recently. 

Baroness Cox is vice presi­
dent of the Royal College 
of Nursing, former deputy 
speaker of Britain's House of 
Lord, and a 2008 candidate 
for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

"I don't actually like poli­
tics," said the Baroness. "I 
do appreciate being able 
to speak in parliament 
on behalf of the forgotten 
people, who cannot speak for • 
themselves." 

For years she has support­
ed humanitarian and dis­
ability causes. As the chief 
executive of Humanitarian 
Aid Relief Trust (HART), 
Cox provides aid to those 
who are, or have been 
recently suffering oppression 
and persecution. 

After the brunch, Cox, a 
patron of the Medical A i d 
for Poland, shared sto­
ries of her work in Poland 
during the dark days of 
martial law in the 1980s. 
She told of riding on the 
32-ton trucks delivering 
medical supplies to hospi­
tals that had nothing. She 
asked to go along on these 
missions because she feels 
very strongly about seeing 
for herself the people for 
whom she is advocating 
and providing aid. 

She recalled a delivery 
in which the truck driver 
discovered two stacks of 
blank paper and told her 
that i f they were caught 
with it they'd be impris­
oned. Why? "In a totalitar­
ian government, paper is 
dangerous, because you 
can write ideas on it," Cox 
told the audience. "Never 
let us take our freedom for 
granted." 

Another poignant moment 

for Cox came in the war-torn 
streets of Poland, where 
people would sometimes 
die waiting in line for food. 
There on a wall were these 
words written by a 12-year-
old boy, "I believe in the sun, 
even when I can't see it. I 
believe in love, even when I 
can't feel it." 

Baroness Cox was given 
the Crystal Madonna award 
for her global humani­
tarianism, from Sister Rose 
Marie Kujawa, Madonna 
University president. 
Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey 
and Councilwoman Terry 
Godfroid-Marecki presented 
the Baroness with a key to 
the city. 

The event-was sponsored 
by Madonna University, 
Botsford Hospital, the 
PLAST Institute and the 
Kappa Iota Chapter of Sigma 
Theta Tan, nursing honor 
society ' "* " ' 
Nurse 
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Volunteers needed t o help 
r e s c u e the Rouge River 

Friends of the Rouge 
announced Monday that 25 
communities in Metro Detroit 
wil l be participating in this 
year's Rouge River Rescue on 
Saturday, June 7-

The local non-profit orga­
nization says volunteers are 
needed to help with clean up 
and restoration activities. 

"Thousands of volunteers 
are needed to help," said Cyndi 
Ross the manager of the River 
Restoration Program. "Rouge 
Rescue is a fun and rewarding 

event anyone can be involved 
in." 

Friends of the Rouge, 
whose work is dedicated to 
the restoration and steward­
ship of the Rouge River, has 
been leading clean up efforts 
fqr 22 years. , 

When Rouge Rescue began 
activities focused on remov­
ing man-made trash from the 
river. Household appliances, 
tires, shipping carts, etc. were 
common occurrences. Today, 
after years of cleaning up 

river sites, much of the work 
is focused on river restoration. 
Volunteer activities include 
native plantings, invasive plant 
removals, trail maintenance, 
birdhouse building and instal­
lation, environmental educa­
tion for children in addition to 
clean up projects. 

Interested volunteers can 
visit the Friends of the Rouge 
Web site www.therouge.org 
for a list of sites and activities 
or call (313)792-9621 for more 
information. 

f . t h e r a e c v e r y p r o j e c t . n s t > r e c o v e r v p r o i 

A s w e c o n t i n u e o u r e f f o r t s t o b e t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n r e s o u r c e i n 

s o u t h e a s t M i c h i g a n f o r t h o s e w i t h 

s p i n a ; c o r d / n e u r t t i c g r c s i i n j u r i e s , w e ' v e b e e n 

e n c o u r a g e d t o o f f e r t h e s a m e c o m p a s s i o n a n d e x p e r t i s e t o 

t h o s e w i t h o t h e r p h y s i c a l t h e r a p y a n d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n n e e d s . 

In response, we have added 
Ortlhopedlc P h y s i c s ! T h e r a p y , Occopa^osiaL 
M&ss&g® and Speech therapists to our staff. 

G i v e u s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o g i v e y o u t h e c a r e g i v e n t o o u r 

s p i n a l s o r d / r s e u r o i o g i c a l c o m m u n i t y 

C l i n i c s i n L i v o n i a a n d C l i n t o n T o w n s h i p 

C a l l 7 3 4 - 9 5 3 - 1 7 4 5 

<v w w . H i -a reoa v e r y p r o % e c t . n e t w w w . t h e r y ;**roj 

.msm&m 
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S A V E U P T O 

O F F 
S E L L I N G T O T H E B A R E W A L L S T O B R I N G 
D O W N S E L L I N G P R I C E O F B O T H S T O R E S 

> T E R L i H T S 

Visi t h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m f o r da i ly u p d a t e s of n e w s , s p o r t s a n d p h o t o s 

Van Dyke @ 14 ' / a Mile 8 Mile - 2 blks W. of Grand River 
586.268.9500 248.476.1921 

jrs 10am-6pm fri I 10am-8pm mon-thurs 10am-6pm \ fri 10am-8pm 
IOam-5pm & Sun J1am-5pm Sat 1Qam-5pm&Sun 11am-5pm 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://www.therouge.org
http://www.ther
http://hometownlife.com
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OUR VIEWS 

P u b l i c w o r k s 

e m p l o y e e s d e s e r v e 

s o m e r e c o g n i t i o n 

When you th ink of a public servant, who comes to 
mind? Policemen or firefighters? How about local, state 
or federal elected officials? 

Most people probably don't think about public works 
employees, yet they are arguably just as responsible for a 
community's quality of life as anyone. If you don't believe 
that, just think about losing your water and sewer ser­
vices for a day or more. It's not a pretty picture is it? But 
water and sewer are just a couple of the important ser­
vices overseen by the public works department. 

Canton has 55 public works employees — 17 i n 
Engineering, 30 at the Department of Public Works 
and eight in.Fleet Services. Their work is not glamorous. 
Think about cleaning out a clogged sewer pipe, or pre­
paring burial sites at local cemeteries. Not only is their 
work tough and labor intensive, public works employees 
are also typically on-call around the clock, and often get 
called away from family gatherings or holiday celebra­
tions for things like a water main break or some other 
emergency with Canton's infrastructure. Plus, they have 
to work i n all weather conditions. 

Unfortunately, public works employees rarely get the 
credit they deserve. Well this week is different. Even 
though most people aren't aware of it, this is National 
Public Works Week, which is a celebration of the tens of 
thousands of men and women who provide these valuable 
services nationwide. 

In a couple of weeks, the Canton community wi l l cel­
ebrate the grand opening of the Lower Rouge Recreation 
Trail. Canton officials and residents alike are very excited 
about the trail, and believe it w i l l be one of the jewels of 
the town's park system. Yet most trail users won't realize 
that a crew of public works employees are responsible for 
building the trail, including clearing away dozens of dead 
ash trees, grading the trail and putting down the stone. 

The trail is just another testament to the great, unher­
alded job Canton's public works employees provide the 
community every day. They are Canton's true unsung 
heroes. Next time you see a Canton employee or crew our 
servicing a water or sewer line, or doing any of the many 
services they provide, say hello and thank them. They 
deserve it. 

L e g i s l a t u r e s h o u l d a c t 

q u i c k l y o n e n e r g y b i l l s 

Sen. Bruce Patterson, R-Canton, chair of the state 
Senate Energy and Technology Committee, believes that 
despite many contending interests, the Legislature could 
move a package of electric energy bills before.the sum­
mer break. 

The House passed its version of the bil ls i n A p r i l . 
Patterson's committee has been 
tak ing testimony and Patterson 
says he wants to move an "apoliti­
cal" package of energy bills. 

The energy b i l l s have several 
components. 

One would revisit Publ ic A c t 
141, which deregulated the electric 
power industry: House legislation 
would l imit competition to 10 per­
cent of the market. The major utili­
ties, D T E and Consumers Energy, 
have asked for this so they can sta­
bilize their market and raise money 
to build new coal and nuclear plants 
to replace aging facilities. 

Another component would replace a portion of coal-
generated power wi th renewable energy (wind, solar, 
geothemal, etc.) The House bi l l sets a renewable energy 
portfolio standard of 10 percent from renewables by 
2015. Patterson said he thinks the Legislature can do 
better, but many are concerned about costs. 

A third component is an energy-efficiency package to 
promote energy conservation by households and busi­
nesses. The major utilities would be required to develop 
an energy-efficiency program. Hugh McDiarmid of the 
Michigan Environmental Council said his group supports 
the efforts outlined in the House bi l l . Patterson makes a 

'valid point that the b i l l doesn't address some important 
issues such as revision of housing codes. 

Despite differences, we are encouraged that there is a 
strong bipartisan drive to get energy legislation passed. It 
is complex and has many competing interests: But is vital 
to Michigan's future. 
• We urge the Legislature to move forward quickly and 
get this done by summer break. 
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Wind power may be the solution to some of our future energy needs. 

R e s e a r c h s t u d y t h a n k s 

Thank you to all who took the time to 
enroll in the Cancer Prevention Study-
3 that was held at the Relay for Life at 
Heritage Park on May 17. The statistics 
determined that with a crowd our size 
that 198 people would stop in to enroll. 
There were 318 enrollees! 

If you were one of the enrollees, you will 
receive a lengthy survey within the next 
four months. Please fill in the answers 
and mail it within a few days of receiving 
i t You are not enrolled in the study until 
the Department of Epidemiology receives 
this survey. 

If you missed the chance to enroll at 
the Canton Relay for Life, you can enroll 
at the Monroe Fair Grounds on May 31, 
from 2-6 p.m. Dearborn and Bloomfield 
will be enrolling people in the study in 
2009 at their Relays. 

Research is important in understand­
ing the factors that prevent cancer and 
in saving more lives. Enrollment in this 
study will make a difference in the fight 
against cancer. Visit www.cancer.org/cps3 
to learn more.about this study and other 
participating Relays in Michigan and 
nationwide Relay locations. 

M a r i o n R o z u m 
Canton 

P r i n c i p l e d l eadersh ip n e e d e d 

For the most part, as a CPA and busi­
ness owner in Plymouth (previously in 
Northville) and active participant in a 
Northville service organization, I've voted 
Republican since I registered to vote at 
age 18. Throughout the years, however, 
neither political party has a lock on my 
vote. I finished reading Phil Power's opin­
ion column ("Legislative spine, smarts 
needed to address budget and tax mess," 
May 18) and couldn't agree more with 
him. Legislative spine and smarts are 
exactly what we need in Lansing, and that 
for the most part, our districts are short of 
in representation. 

For example, last September I wrote 
an opinion letter after reading some very 
"mean-spirited" and politically motivated 
comments from Bruce Patterson regard­
ing my friend, Rep. Marc Corriveau. In 
retrospect, I believe that Marc is one 
of the representatives that Mr. Power 
is describing. He came into the House 
with the intention on doing what is right 
for his district, and the common good. 
Marc has spine and smarts. Nobody 
wants to pay more taxes. Marc voted his 
conscience in trying to correct the defi­
cit issue and Mr. Patterson decided to 
attempt to make Marc look bad for doing 
the right thing. Marc did so even facing 
the threat of recall (it is interesting how 
the Republican Senate pushed the current 
MBT, which is now seen as a "horrible for 
business" solution). Then, on top of it, Mr . 
Patterson called a local newspaper after 
my opinion letter was published, demand­
ing that they print a retraction, accusing 
me of printing incorrect information in 
my opinion letter (I guess he didn't like 
the fact that I said I was a Republican). 

It's interesting to me, now that recall 
activity is focused on Andy Dillon, when 
in reality, maybe it should be focused 
on members of our Senate (like Mr. 
Patterson), who stood in the way of the 
most reasonable, but politically unpopu­
lar, solution — a small increase in sales 
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tax. Where is the recall campaign for 
those Republicans that passed this hor­
rible M B T solution? Yes, it takes spine to 
stand up for your convictions, it is spine-
LESS, however, to manipulate, bully and 
hide behind politics. 

Mr. Patterson is now calling for an 
"apolitical" solution in regards to the bills 
he supports to "improve" House energy 
bills. Granted, maybe his desired changes 
are appropriate to consider, but I'm not 
sure how someone like Mr. Patterson will 
accomplish an "apolitical" solution with­
out practicing what he's preaching in all 
matters. He sounds like a good example of 
a bad parent — "Do as I say, not as I do." 

Leadership is what we need in Lansing. 
Principled leadership is even better. 
Leading by example, and doing the right 
thing, even when it may not be popu­
lar or politically advantageous. Name 
calling and politics may be part of the 
political process, but it certainly won't get 
Michigan where we need to be. 

Wayne T i t u s 
Canton 

A r t s h o w w a s a s u c c e s s 

The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
sends its heartfelt thanks to our commu­
nity, including donors, restaurants and 
bakeries, volunteers, students, parents, 
teachers, school support staff and admin­
istrators, and the Van Buren School Board 
— all who made the Student Art Show 
and Dessert Gala held on Saturday, April 
26 a resounding success. 

We especially thank the participat­
ing restaurants who gave so generously 
of their products to make the Dessert 
Gala such a festive event. The Craig 
Tyner Ensemble provided entertainment 
throughout the evening. Their joyful per­
formance added much to the occasion. 
After the prizes for the Best of Show and 
the Art Scholarship were awarded, the 
evening was concluded with the distribu­
tion of multiple door prizes provided by 
local entertainment venues. Indeed, the 
event was a gala. 

Speaking for myself, it was a great 
honor for me to announce the winners of 
the Best of Show and Scholarship winners 
to the assembled crowds at the Saturday 
night event. This year we had an unusual 
circumstance as the judges selected two 
seniors for the Art Scholarship. The Art 
Scholarship was awarded to Caitlan 
Putnam and Rachel Marderosian for their 
senior portfolios and to Caitlan Putnam, 
for her painting deemed to be the Best 
of Show. I am humbled by the magni­
tude of the talent of these young people. 
Congratulations, again, to each of them. 

The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
has sponsored the Student Art Show for 
15 years. We have seen it develop into a 
community showcase for the creativity of 
our student artists. Each year the show 
features the work of approximately 600 
students and approximately 1,000 pieces 
of art are exhibited. Each participating 
student artist receives a certificate and a 
ribbon to acknowledge his or her partici­
pation in the Art Show. In addition to the 
show being juried by three professional 
artists, a host of celebrity judges takes the 
time to select a specific work as his or her 
favorite from among the several hundred 
works on display. This event is an event of 
recognition. 

This show is not only a celebration of 

the artistic success of the students; it also 
is documentation of the success of the 
teachers in their art classes and the suc­
cess of the school administrators who pro­
mote an environment in which creativity 
may thrive. 

The staff coordinator is ait teacher 
Brandi Kruse who labored mightily to 
make this show the success that it was 
this year. Furthermore, all of the teachers 
deserve recognition for their tireless efforts 
throughout the year that make this pro­
gram possible: Sarah Boehms, Elwell and 
Haggerty schools; Mary Lynn Buckosky, 
South Middle School; Abby Chatelain, 
Belleville High School; Virginia Falk, Tyler 
Elementary School; Petra Hinderer, North 
Middle School; Brandi Kruse, Belleville 
High School; Kathy Murphy, Belleville 
High School; Angie Larson, North Middle 
School; Courtney Leaym, Edgemont 
School; Ellen Lin, Haggerty School; 
Lynn Onuma, Rawsonville and Haggerty 
schools; and Genevieve Riggs, Elwell and 
Savage schools. 

Additional thanks must be offered to 
the board office staff that facilitated our 
access to the schools and teachers. Brooke 
Bailee, Secondary Curriculum Director, 
provided much guidance and assistance 
to make this program possible and she 
is to be commended. For her first year, 
in this role, she stepped in and offered 
invaluable guidance and leadership at 
critical moments. 

chair of the Student Art Show 2008 
Belleville Area Council for the Arts 

N o c e n s o r s h i p 

When few corporations own and run 
several and various media outlets,, censor­
ship is the direct result. 

Television, radio and newspapers 
should not belong to the few rich media 
moguls because only one point of view 
becomes publicly available: the greedy 
monetary bottom-line point of view. 
The public media is a part of the com­
mons which belongs to the majority of 
Americans who actually work for a living 
which, in turn, drives the U.S. economy 
that makes it possible for those media 
moguls to sit around collecting preferred 
stock dividend checks. Ultimately, this 
means those idle-rich types have a lot of 
time on their hands to do things like prac­
tice censorship. 

M i s s M a r y Casey 
Farmington 

S H A R E Y O U R O P I N I O N S 

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please 
include your name, address and phone number 
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space 
and content. 

Letters to the editor 
Canton Observer 
1100 South Main 
Plymouth, Mi 48170 

Fax: 

(734)459-4224 

E-mail: 
kkuban§hometownlife.com 

Q U O T A B L E 

"We tried to (set rates) in the least painful way" 
- Canton Municipal Services Director Tim Faas, cm the recent water and sewer rate increases approved fast week 
by the township board 

http://www.hometownlife.cbm
http://www.cancer.org/cps3


Www.hometownlife.com O T H E R O P I N I O N S Observer S Eccentric | Thursday, May 22,2008 (O A9 

H y p o c r i t i c a l p o l i t i c i a n s d o n ' t 

h e e d l e s s o n s f r o m c l a s s i c f i l m 

Matt Jachman 

Has anyone else noticed the startling paral­
lels between Eliot Spitzer and the Charles 
Foster Kane character in Orson Welles5 

groundbreaking 1941 movie Citizen Kane? 
Kane, of course, has become the archetype of 

the business or political titan who is enchanted 
by his own power and lives by his own rules, 
thus leading to a fall from grace. 

But the,movies prescience 
as it relates to Spitzer and 
his rise and fall gives Citizen 
Kane, which has already 
withstood the test of time 
better than any film, a new 
power. Welles and co-screen­
writer Herman X Mankiewicz 
really nailed it — Spitzer could 
almost have been following 
their script. 

Like Spitzer, Kane came 
from enormous wealth (he had 

"humble beginnings" and was adopted as a boy 
by a "grand old man of Wall Street") but styled 
himself as a man of the people. 

Both were New York politicians from New 
York City — Spitzer was governor for not quite 
15 months, while, in the movie, Kane was run­
ning for governor. 

Like Spitzer, Kane had a "lightning political 
career" (OK, Spitzer had a longer career — he 
was also a prosecutor and the New York attor­
ney general — but his ascent to the top seemed 
sudden) and was thought to be on a path to the 
White House. 

Like Spitzer, Kane championed "the sacred 
cause of reform." Both displayed hypocrisy in 
exempting themselves from that reform. 

Like Spitzer, Kane had a public persona 
as the hard-charging White Knight bent on 
rooting out corruption, but in reality had a dif­
ferent side — hard-charging, yes, but also stub­
born, arrogant and corrupt. 

Like Spitzer's, Kane's political fortunes and 
reputation were brought down by a sex scan­
dal. 

Even the aspirations of their paramours were 

T h e r e i s o n e b i g d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i r s t o r i e s . 

S p i t z e r a t l e a s t h a d t h e c l a s s t o r e s i g n 

o n c e t h e s c a n d a l b r o k e . K a n e , h o w e v e r , w a s 

a r r o g a n t a n d / o r d e l u d e d e n o u g h t o b e l i e v e 

" t h e p e o p l e " w o u l d s t i l l p r e f e r h i m , a n d 

c o n t i n u e d h i s r u n f o r g o v e r n o r e v e n a f t e r h i s 

" l o v e n e s t " b e c a m e p u b l i c k n o w l e d g e . 

the same: "singer." 
Kane's girlfriend Susan Alexander's per­

formances were an embarrassment ~- "Kane 
Found in Love Nest With 'Singer'" read the 
headline, emphasis on the quote marks around 
"singer." Spitzer's purported "Kristen," Ashley 
Alexandra Dupre, has recorded a couple of 
songs that have been received, well, with 
embarrassment. 

There is one big difference in their stories. 
Spitzer at least had the class to resign once 

the scandal broke. Kane, however, was arro­
gant and/or deluded enough to believe "the 
people" would still prefer him, and continued 
his run for governor even after his "love nest" 
became public knowledge. 

In that, Kane is similar to our own Kwame 
Kilpatrick. 

"Fraud at Polls" read the headline on the 
Kane-owned Enquirer when he lost the gover­
nor's race. The real frauds, however, were the 
headline — and Kane himself. 

" 'I'm blown away1," a quote from Kilpatrick, 
read the Free Press headline when the jury 
sided with the police whistleblowers last 
September — even before those famous text 
messages proved the whistleblowers, and the 
jury, were right. 

Citizen Kilpatrick, anyone? 

Matt Jachman is a staff writer for The Observer who 
noticed the Spitzer-Kane-Kilpatrick similarities while fool­
ing around on YouTube. Read his regular blog, "Words, 
words, words," on hometownlife.com. 

B a b y B o o m e r i m p a c t : 
s t a t e ' s e c o n o m i c h o p e ? 

BY ROGER MYERS 

Seniors are an integral and growing popula­
tion in our communities that have signifi­
cant presence and impact. In fact, people 

60 and older represent the only population seg­
ment projected to grow in metro Detroit over 
the next 25 years — a growing population with 
tremendous influence on our local economy and 
economic development. 

False stereotypes abound regarding modern 
senior living. Talk of senior communities con­
jures images of nursing homes and institutions. 
The senior population is seen as a drain on the 
economy and a drain on communities. Failing 
to embrace modern realities perpetuates these 
falsehoods. 

Conventional wisdom that senior housing is 
unattractive and institutional ignores the very 
real fact that Michigan is experiencing a boom 
in enlightened, top-quality senior communities. 
The aging baby boomer population is influenc­
ing this era in senior living, providing a catalyst 
for the creation of senior communities where 
people are aging actively and living well. Resort-
style accommodations, includingfull-service 
concierge services, reflect the strong desire for 
retirement living options that support trend-set­
ting, highly active baby boomers. 

The notion that seniors are a drain on the 
economy fails to recognize that the rapidly 
growing boomer population is wealthier today 
than previous generations. Today5s baby boom­
ers are the first population in history to benefit 
from dual-income households and from the 
significant economic growth that occurred 
throughout the past 50 years. 

The wealthiest generation in history is also 
wealthier than their younger neighbors. Census 
Bureau data show that seniors are the wealthi­
est consumer segment and have the largest 
disposable income of any population group. The 
average per-capita discretionary income for 
Americans aged 50 and older is almost $8,500 
a year, compared with $6,500 for Americans of 

T h e n o t i o n t h a t s e n i o r s a r e a d r a i n o n t h e 

e c o n o m y f a i l s t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e r a p i d l y 

g r o w i n g b o o m e r p o p u l a t i o n i s w e a l t h i e r t o d a y 

t h a n p r e v i o u s g e n e r a t i o n s . T o d a y ' s b a b y b o o m e r s 

a r e t h e f i r s t p o p u l a t i o n i n h i s t o r y t o b e n e f i t f r o m 

d u a l - i n c o m e h o u s e h o l d s a n d f r o m t h e s i g n i f i c a n t 

e c o n o m i c g r o w t h t h a t o c c u r r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

p a s t 5 0 y e a r s . 

all ages. 
More than just spending power, seniors con­

tribute to the economy through a fairly unbal­
anced give and take with social and other public 
services. While this population pays more taxes 
than younger constituents, seniors use the 
lowest amount of local and state tax revenue. 
Unlike their 20- to 50-year-old neighbors, 
most seniors don't have kids enrolled in public 
schools. Medicare and legacy employer-based 
insurance programs, cover most senior health 
care costs. 

Seniors have significant impact in commu­
nity organizations, too; a strong desire to age 
actively is manifested through community ser­
vice. More than 50 percent of people aged 50-75 
consider community service an integral part of 
their retirement. In fact, recent data show that 
26.4 million older volunteers, age 55 and older, 
give 5.6 billion hours of their time annually. 
According to Deloitte, this is a value of $77-2 
billion to the philanthropic community. 

Today's seniors aren't who you think they are, 
and ignoring the positive impact they have on 
our communities and our economy is a mistake. 
As Michigan seeks economic footing, it's a mis­
take we can't afford. 

Roger Myers is president of the nonprofit, nondenomina-
tional Presbyterian Villages of Michigan. He is an expert on-
senior communities, senior economic impact and senior 
wellness. 

G o t G a m e ? 

Y e p , g o t s c o r e s , t o o . 

V i s i t u s o n l i n e e v e r y d a y a t w w w . h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m 

A m e r i c a n House I s N o w ( R e n t i n g . . . 

m 

(Daily Meals, Housekeeping and 

Activities also included in monthly rent. 

Enhancing the Bves of seniors 

since 19791 

L i v o n i a I I 

11525 Farmington Rd. 
S. of Plymouth Rd. 

7 3 4 . 4 2 5 . 3 0 5 0 

W e s t l a n d ! 

1660 Venoy Rd. 
N. of Michigan Ave. 
7 3 4 . 3 2 6 . 7 7 7 7 

C a r p e n t e r 

3470 Carpenter Rd. 
N. of 1-94 in Ypsilanti 

7 3 4 . 6 7 7 . 0 0 7 1 

W e s t l a n d I I 

39201 Joy Rd. 
E. of 1-275 
7 3 4 . 4 5 4 . 9 8 3 8 

D e a r b o r n H t s 

26600 Ann Arbor Trail 
W. of Telegraph Rd. 

3 1 3 . 2 7 8 . 6 4 3 0 

W e s t l a n d I I I 

35700 Hunter Ave. 
W. of Wayne Rd. 
7 3 4 . 7 2 8 . 8 6 7 0 

I un riiid liMiii h o w u> - * a \ r N l . O O O . u n n i M . u i i h ! 

Welcome Home 

www.americanhouse.com / tdd#: 800-649-3777 

O P E N I N G S O O N - N O W T O U R I N G ! 

A -itfitc-of-the art premier education facility is opening in PLYMOUTH. Ml. 

C A l L T O D A Y T O E N R O L L 1 

-nd untile- car* 
00! (frld pre Kiir 

S p e c i a l G r a n d O p e n i n g O f f e r . 

$ 2 0 0 O f f ! * 

PLYMOUTH flbf>78He1mSt M1455M90 

C H I L D T I M E 


