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'WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Senior Expo May 20 at Schoolcraft
College - special section inside

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
QBSERVER STAFF WRITER
. pro

Just before the Canton
Township Board cleared the
way for Oakwood to move for-
ward with its efforts to build

a medical campus in Canton,
staunch critics of its previous

ship welcomed the health care

system to the community.
“We do welecome you,

Oakwood,” said Canton

posal to build in the town-

resident Kiki Gleneski, one of
many who led the push last
year against the Dearborn-
based company building at
Beck and Geddes.

(leneski, along with
Planning Commissioner Greg

www.hometownlife.com

Dakwood gets nod to proceed with

Greene, told Oakwood offi-
cials they were pleased to see
the company’s plans to con-
struct a campus on the west
side of Beck Road, just north
of Michigan Avenue, get the
green light.

In approving the Dearborn-
based health care provider’s
preliminary planned devel-
opment district (PDD)
request, the board agreed
to modify some eonditions
that were placed on the pro-

hospital campus

posal by the Canton Planning
Commission.

While Oakwood agreed to
establish an advisory council
that will include township

Please see QGAKWOOD, A3

Basking in the sun

BILL BRESLER |STAFF PHOTDGRAPHER

Is there a nicer time of year than spring? Justin Hajduk took advantage of the-mild weather last week and wet a line in one of the lakes at Herltaqe Park. He said
he fishes in Heritage Park a couple times a week. We should all be so lucky.

No big surprises: Candidates set fpr Canton board race

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSLRVER STAFF WRITER

There were no last minute sur-
prises Wednesday at the Canton
clerk’s office. According to Clerk
Terri Bennett, no big names watted
until the last minute to file before
the 4 p.m. deadline to run for a seat
on the Canton Board of Trustees.
The slate is now set for the Aug. 5
primary election.

Bennett, 2 Republician seeking
reelection, is the only member of
the board running unopposed.

State Rep. Phil LaJay, a
Republican who is term limited, is
running for township supervisor.
Political newcomer David Marsh,

a Democrat, will be LaJoy’s oppo-
nent. )

There are six Repubhcans and

one Democrat who have filed to
run for the four trustees positions,
including two incumbents -
Republicans Karl Zarbo and Todd
Caccame. The other Republicans
running are Michael Andro, John
Anthony, Fred Bolden, who orga-
nized the first Liberty Fest parade,

- Pat Williams, and Jaldhar Prasad.

Fyed Taj is the only Democrat
{0 get his name on the ballot for
trustee.

The Aug. 5 primary election will
determine which four Republicans
will be on the November general
election ballot.

The race for township trea-
surer may be the most interest-
ing. Current Treasurer Elaine
Kirchgatter has decided not
to run for re-election. Corrent
Trustee Melissa McLanghlin and

Canton Community Foundation
President Joan Noricks, who are
both Republicans, are vying for
the office. Both women are well
known and have deep ties in the
community. The Aag. 5 primary
will determine which one will be
on the November ballot and likely
be unopposed because there isn’t a
Democrat in the race.

Todd LaJdoy, the other current
trustee, is running for the 21st
State House seat currently held by
his father, Phil LaJoy. He is being
opposed by Canton resident Dian
Slavens, the wife of current Wayne
County Circuit Court judge and
former Pltymouth-Canton school
board member Mark Slavens. Dian
Slavens is running as a Democrat.

And speaking of Mark Slavens,

" three-year term on the 3rd Circuit

Court bench, along with Muriel
Diane Hughes.

Since there are two seats open,
he is running virtually unopposed.
Two Plymouth Republicans, Abe
Munfakh and Jerry Vorva, who is
a former state representative, have
filed to run against Northville
Democrat Mare Corrivean for his
20th State House seat, which he
won two years ago. Munfakh, a for-
mer Plymouth Township trustee,
also filed to run for township
supervisor in Plymouth, and will
have to withdraw his name from
one of the races by Friday. Canton
Democrat Kevin McNamara,
who is the Wayne County
Commissioner for District 11, wil}
have a Republican opponent in

he is running as an incumbent fora Canton resident Steve Johnson.

" BILL SRESLER | STAFF PHGTOGRAPHER

Jean Pierre Orlewicz enters the courtroom for his
sentencing. He was sentenced to life without parole on
the first-degree and felony murder charges, plus 50
months to 10 years for mutilating 2 bedy.

Judge:
Convicted
teen ‘would
kiII,aqain’

. BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Calling his actions “evil” and expressing
gratitude for the jury that convicted him,
‘Wayne Circuit Court Judge Anpette Berry did
the only thing she could do under Michigan
law following Jean Pierre Orlewicz’s conviction

+ last month.

She sent him to prison for the rest of his life.

Berry on Monday sentenced Orlewicz, the
18-year-old from Plymouth Township, to life
sentences without possibility of parole on
the first-degree and felony murder counts on
which a jury last month convicted Orlewicz in
the stabbing, beheading and dismemberment
of 26-year-old Daniel Sorensen of River Rouge.

And, while Orlewicz stood silently before
her, speaking only to answer questions, Berry
had plenty to say.

“It’s still hard for the court to fathom why
someone would do something as heinous
and evil as what you have done,” Berry told
Orlewicz. “There is a difference between men-
tal illness and evil ... your actions are tanta-
mount to evil.

Please see JUDGE, AS

Hometownlife.com has new look new mission

- powered by the staff of the Observer -
£ Edcentric, Mirror and Hometown

Qur Web site — www.hometown-

life.com — has a new look. But the real
change is in the approach. While we've

redesigned the site, we've also expand-
ed the mission. Our goal is to connect
with readers who will contribute to
hometownlife.com. -

The navigation bar at the top of the
page guides readers to most places
on the site. Hometownlife.com is

Weeklies axid you! _ ™ Write reviews (movies, music and
With the new features we've intro-  more).
duced, readers will have the ability to: # Contribute photos.

B See how readers are reacting to

stories.

M Recommend stories and com- -

ments to other readers.

B Comment directly on stories.

8 Create a blog.

members.

W Participate in discussion forums.

M Betier communicate with staff

We've made other improvements.,
‘We've cleaned up the layout, simplified
the navigation, and made hometown-

life.com more interactive and we hope
more fun. The best part of home-
townlife.com is you. It’s a site for your
stories, videos, pictures and opinions,
Registration is quick and easy.
Hometownlife.com gives you the

comunity site, we
mean it. it’s a site :
open to all! We hope you enjoy the new

. hometownlife.com. We're not done
with improvements. They will con-
tinue. Tell us what you think.

power to create your own forurns, gal-

leries and persona page. And you can
comment on just about everything,. -
‘When we say hometownlife.com is a

T welcome your comments at srosiek@home-
~ townlife.com orjoin the discussion group on
the new site ohline at www.hometownlife.com,
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| NEW IN PLYMOUTH!

3 bec_lroom brick

ravine in sought-after “JOY” sub. Move-in

4 ready w/ neutral tones, no wallpaper, 1% baths,

finished bsmt w/ wet bar, numerous updates t/o,
2 car att. gar. FASTIDIOUSLY MAINTAINED!
$219,500 (734) 649-2175.
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Positive parenting
seminar

The Canton Police
Depariment and Canton. +
Leisure Services are partner-
g together to present another
Positive Parenting Seminar on
Monday, May 19, from 6:30-8
p.m., at Canton’s Summnit on
the Park,

Parents are encouraged to
attend this informative par-
enting seminar together with
their kids age 9 and older.
Community Relations Sgt. Deb
Newsome will present safety
information geared specifi-
cally toward kids on Web sites,
messaging and chat rooms.
MySpace and Facebook will be
discussed as well,

Parents attending the pre-
sentation are welcome to bring

their younger children to enjoy -

activities and Sumumit facilities
- free of charge. Child care will

. be provided in the following
manner: Ages 3 and under
will be supervised in the Kids
Corner; ages 4-6 may swim as
long as an older sibling is pres-
ent (otherwise, an alternative
activity will be provided) and
ages 7 and older are welcome
to swim. Ages and activity

" intentions will be asked upon
registration. After the seminar,
parents are invited to join their
kids for some fun. -

The seminar is free of”
charge, but seating is limited.
Plymouth-Canton residents
interested in attending should
. stop by or call the Summit
front desk at (734} 394-5460,
by May 15 for reservations. -

Canton Lions anniversary

Come and celebrate Canton’
Lions Club’s 40th Anniversary
at a dinner dance on Friday,
June 6, at 6 p.m. It will be held
at the Cady/Boyer barn behind
the Bartlett Travis house at
500 N. Ridge Road.

The anniversary party will
incinde a catered dinner, pop/
coffee, raffles and 50s and
‘60s rausic by Canton’s own
Fairview featuring Ron and
Albert Muniz on guitar and
lead vocals, Chat Atwell on
bass and Karl Zarbo on drums.

The Canton Lions Club is
involved in many note-worthy
local and world-wide commu-
nity service projects such as:
Liberty Fest and Relay for Life
Pancake Breakfasts, August’s
Corn Roast, White Cane sale
and collecting glasses for Third
World Countries. All donations
will be given back to the com-
munity and/or to the blind and
hearing impaired.

To secure your reservation,
please make checks payable
to the Canton Lions for $25
per person and mail to Nancy
at 42764 Woodbridge Road,
Canton, MI 48188 by May 15.
For more information, please
call (734) 981-0486 or e-mall
nrybar@yahoo.com.

Veteran's car wash

On Sunday, May 18, the
Main Street Car Wash in
Plymouth will be donating all
the proceeds for that day to
Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 528, which represents
Plymouth and Canton. The
Veterans will be wetting down
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and drymg off cars. Owner

Phil Pursell has been doing
this for years. All the money
donated this day will go to help
all veterans.

Chamber computer
course

The Canton Chamber of
Commerée is offering an “Intro
to MS Publisher” course pre-
sented by Canton Computers
on Wednesday, May 21, 2008,
from 6-9 p.m. at the Canton
Chamber of Commerce office
located at 45525 Hanford Road
in Canton. This is one of many
computer training courses that
have been scheduled through-

~out 2008. These classes are

open to Chamber members and
to the public.

Cost for the seminar is $25
for chamber members and $40
for non-members. Class size

- is limited; registration will be

accepied ou a first come, first
serve basis. ’

To register, contact the
chamber at (734) 453-4040.
Registration deddline is Friday,
May 16. All 2008 seminars and

. computer training courses are

proudly sponsored by Telcom
Credit Union,’'

For more mformauon on the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,
log onto www.cantonchamber.
com.

Rotary raffle

The Canton Rotary Club
will host a fund-raising dinner
from 6:30-9:30 p.m., June 2 at

_ afull dinner, entertainment,

Serving his country

U.S. Marine Dennis Speck, & former Canton resident who graduated from
Canton High School, is currently serving in Afghanistan. As part of the

24th Marine Expeditionary Unit, Speck,-24, is a platoon commander for 1st
Battalion 6th Marine Regiment Bravo Company 3rd Platoon. According to his
parents, Howard and Rosemary Speck, they are presently outside the wire
(not in a guarded compound) and are engaging the Taliban. Before heading
to Afghanistan in March, Speck graduated from the United States Naval
Academy, but he opted to be a Marine officer and his homeland base is Camp
Lejeune in North Carolina. According to his father, Speck enjoyed his time in
high schooi, especially Mrs. Hilfinger's American history class. He would love
for students to write his son. Letters can be sent to: Lt. Bennis J. Speck, B
Co, 3rd Pit, BLT 1/6, unit 73135, FPO AE 09510-3135.

Summit on the Park. The event  with fellow business people
wil} feature a raffle with prizes, and community citizens. Top
prize in the raffle is a $4,500
vacation plus $1,500 in taxes
paid on your behalf; 2nd Prize
is a weekend getaway to Las
‘Vegas; and 3rd Prize is a week-
end getaway to Toronto. In
addition there will be at least
17 runner up prizes with a
minimum value of $200.

Cost for the event is $150
for a ticket entitling you to
all events of the evening.
There will be a minimum
of 20 winners, and a maxi-
mum of 120 tickets sold. For
more information, contact
Canton Rotary Club Directors
Michelle Burger at (734) 812-

silent and live anctions, cash
bar, and a chance to network

2517 or Larry Oldford at (734)
905-7 700., -

| Klddle Kampus

Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools’ Early

* Childhood Department is

offering, for the first time,
Kiddie Kampus Summer
Preschool.

Classes will be taught by
certified teachers at Hoben
Elementary School. Two
three-week sessions will be
offered with morning and
afternocon class options. '

For more information, call
(734) 416-6190 or visit the
Web site at web.pees.k12.
mi.us/earlychildhood.

Symphony fund-raiser

The Plymouth Symphony
League launches its 2009
Greater Detroit Area
Entetiainment Beok Sale.

For $20.00, buyers get
coupons that save money
on a variety of entertain-
ment activities like Plymouth
Symphony Orchestra concerts,
attractions like the Henry
Ford Museum and Greenfield
Village, specialty stores, and
fine and casual restaurants all
over the area.

For a limited time only,
with each purchase of a
2009 Entertainment book,
customers will receive-a
2008 book free (while sup-
plies last). The 2009 edition
of the Entertainment Book
also includes a Platinum

" section, featuring special

discount certificates for the
“best of the best” restaurants
in Metro Detroit, including
Plymouth’s own Ernesto’s and
the Whitney restaurant in
Detroit. i

Help the arts thrive in the
community and place an order
at the Plymouth Symphony
Office by calling (734) 451-
2112, Tuesday-Friday, 10:30
a.mu. to 5 p.m. For more
information or the Plymouth
Canton Symphony Society,
visit the PSO Web site at www.
plymouthsymphony:.org,

- wcomers
Welcome Service’

Oakwood

-en’s Health Event

2 to 7 p.am.

Medical Park

akwood is a leader in health care

for women of all ages. Join us on
Thursday, May 22 at the Oakwood Dearborn
Medical Park to participate in FREE health
screenings and receive valuable information

about women’s health topics.

Qakwood will be giving away a complimentary
pair of custom-made crystal pink ribbon
earrings to the first 500 women who take a
tour of the Breast Care Center and participate

in at least two additional activides.

Qakwood Women’s Health Event
Thursday, May 22, 2008

at the Oakwood Dearborn

(18100 Oakwood Blud, across from
Oakwood Hospital & Medical Center)

For additional event information,
please visit www.oakwood.org

in partnership with GE Healthcare

Activities Include:

Tour of the Oakwood Breast Care Center

Tour of the Dakwood Imaging Center

Interactive displays provided Iw GE Healthcare

Heart Health Screenings (blood pressure, glucose
and chelestero! — no fasting required)

Qakwood’

The Center for Women's Health .

Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since 1960!
Get to know Canten and Piymouth
with our FREE Welcome Packet.

Call Linda Today at 734-718-909%

or visit our website at www.aznewcomers.com
For business sponsorship opportunities, please cail 734.476.5891.
This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers.

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? _

' Happy Hounds
now offers....

Gage-Free
Overnight Boarding!

t “My new biggest }
| friend Sleeps with
me!”

Your dog will have all the comforis of
heme in our home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and foving staff memberf

Bog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes

erbie & Harvey

. Ifyou are at work, bn vacation,
or fraveling for business, we are at work -
caring for your loyat friend & companion

" 734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. » Plymouth, Ml 48170
WWW. happyhoundsdare com U

Visit our wehsite for defails

e

Dog Day %@m

+
Q
©
-
o
-]
[
o
]

Gold prices are soaring!
Stop in for a free estimate for
your old gold, antigue rings,
worn jeweiry, and anytime
jewslry or gold-item that you
no longer need.

Cash paid immediately,

All transactions are completely
confidential. Come in any time.

620 Starkweather ™
- 0iid Village = Plymouth
734-453-1860

T & W 10-6, Th & F 10-8, Sat 10-5 » Closed Sun & Mon
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OAKWOOD

FROM PAGE Al

residents, it took issue with
the commission’s mandate of
a 120-feet buffer surrounding
the property. At the compa-
ny’s request, the hoard agreed
to allow variance with the set-

~ backs from 50 feet to 120 feet. -

“We felt the 120-feet was
excessive,” said Douglas D.
Welday, Oakwood execu-
tive vice president and chief
financial officer. “Nothing has
been finalized so the (buffer)
could be bigger than 50 feet
but we wanted to establish a -
minimum.” S

Township Supervisor Tom
Yack said the next step in
the process involves a more-
detailed proposal being -
bounced back to the Planning
Commission.

Qakwaod, which has pro-
posed having some housing
and commercial use on the
site, is promoting the multi-
year, multi-phase project as
an economic engine and said
the investment could reach
$400 miilion.

While he praised
Oakwood’s plans as an asset
to the community, Trustee
Todd Caccamo questioned
whether the advisory council
would be pointless talk or if
resident concerns would be
taken into consideration.

“I don’t want to destroy
even one homeowner’s per-
ception of Canton,” he said,.
adding that the board must
balance the good of the com-
munity with the good of
individual residents.

Welday said the health
care provider’s plans will be
flexible and that Oakwood
intends to work with hom-
€OWners.

Arlene Ladell, Chatterton
Square resident, said she

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

What is your opinion of
Oakwood's plan to buitd a medi-
cal campus on Beck Road just
north-of Michigan Avenue? Either
e-mail editor Kurt Kuban at kku-
_ban@hemetownlife.com or post
a comment on our Web site at
www.hometownlife.com.

was leery of the modifica-.
. tion to the 120-foot buffer
requirement.

“This will be in my back-
yard. That 120 feet means
everything to me,” she said.
“To say it’s inappropriate,

- that’s because you don’t live
there.”

Ladell, who is the hom-
eowner association president
of Chatterton Square, said
she would like to be included
in the advisory council.

Cantan resident Carolyn
Summers is a nurse recruiter
for OQakwood and said while
she understands the hom-
eowner fears associated with
the project, she believes the
final project will flow with
neighboring homes.

“This is the best possihle
use of the area,” she said,
referencing the warehouses
that were previously slated
for the parcel.

Summers said she was
raised across the street
from Oakwood Annapolis
Hospital in Wayne and that
the facility was embraced by
the neighborhood.

Trustee Todd LaJoy
applauded Oakwood’s dedi-
cation to Canton and urged
cooperation with residents.

“Don’t underestimate their
voices,” he said. “You have
already demonstrated you
are willing to listen.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com
{734} 459-2700

-

Stroller Strides works new
moms back into shape

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, mothers were
praised for the sacrifice of
allowing their abdomens, as
well as everything else, to swell
in order to bring forth new life.

infuses lunges, squats, jogging
and bicep curls with walking.
To keep the kids happy, the
group sings songs and the chil-
dren can blow bubbles.

“Wlhen I went to my first
class, I thought we were just
going to walk around the mall

On Monday, _ and chit chat,”
Jennifer she smirked.
Garrow Of smamn sl'nInEs “After it was
Stro]ger lftﬂdes Owner- Jennifer Garrow overié vowed I V
was back 1o Where, when: Canton classes | vou ¢ BEVEr g0
whipping. ‘ back because
some of those are offered Monday, Wednesday, | | thought they
same women Friday and Saturday at % a.m. were trying to
into pre-haby | in Heritage Park. Ann Arbor kill me. This
shape. classes are offered Tuesday and | is a real work

“We were Thursday at 9 a.m. at Sriarwood | out.”
back atit,”the | i Evenso,
Canton woman s . Garrowsaid
chuckled.. : vP‘h:ne&JSSB)lf)é‘J 4994 the classes are
“Everyone had eb address. ) appropriate for
cheesecake and | Www.stroilerstrides.net/cantor | women of all

fitness levels.

spoiled them-
selves on Sunday.”

Garrow, a mother of two
young sons, Carson, 4, and
Brendan, 2, created a franchise
of the national exercise com-
pany two years ago.

“Women get a lot of attention
when they are pregnant,” she
said. “But as soon as the baby
comes, the mom falls back and
that’s the start of her not put-
ting herself first. A lot of new

moms feel gnilty about taking -

time away from their babies to
exercise.”

That'’s where Stroller Strides
hopes to come in.

Founded in 2001 by 2 San
Diego woman, the program
incorporates children in the
etfort to drop pounds and tone.

Garrow offers classes in
Canton and Ann Arbor and

“We can make modifica-
tions,” she said. “We have peo-
ple come that don't exercise to
those than ran marathons.”

Garrow, who started out.
with four women and now
has a group of 40, admits that
some pregnancy weight can be
stubborn but said she’s baffled
by intreduction of “mommy
packages” offered by cosmetic
surgeons,

“It’s a quick fix,” she said.
“Moms need energy and
stamina and moving around
will help give it to them.
Women are being conditioned
to believe that going under the
knife is the only way to tighten,
tone and lose weight following
pregnancy and this simply isn’%
true

Garrow has classes six days
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on to www.strollerstrides.net/
canton

a week and the township ses-
sions take place in Heritage -
Park or Summit on the Park.
Individual classes start at $15
and packages are available.
“The coolést thing is when
people tell me that they heard
their kids playing Stroller
Strides with their friends
instead of playing school,” she

Hparks@hometownlifi.com | (734) 4592700
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UNITED TEMPERATURE
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Daily Meals, Housekeeping and
Activities also included in monthly tent.

Enhancing the

since

Livonia II
11525 Farmington Rd.
S. of Plymouth Rd.

734.425.3050

Westland I
1660 Venoy Rd.

N. of Michigan Ave.
'734.326.7777

Welcome Hcrpe

Americang

fives of seniors
1979!

Carpenter
3470 Carpenter Rd.

N. of 1-94 in Ypsilanti
734.677.0071

Westland II
39201 Joy Rd.

E. of 1275
734.454.9838

www.americanhouse.com / TDD#: 800-649-3777

American House Is Now G{gnting. ..

Dearborn Hts
26600 Ann Arbor Trail
W. of Telegraph Rd. Gallon of Washer Fluid
313.278.6430 With the purchase of any pair of

' wiper blades

With 0

weStland II1 ca"nn;?iﬂﬂmdﬁﬁ?&%‘iﬁéﬁfﬁ:ﬂ oerrcuupnn
35700' Hunter Ave. N Good through May 31, 2008,
W. of Wayne Rd.
734.728.8670

5659 Middlebelt Road

_734-422-7090

e A Nintendo -
Wii Game

iance 10 Win one
i from NAPE!
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With coupon only. Excludes sale items, engines, cores, oil and some 1ools & equipment.
Cannat be combined with any other offer os coupon. Cash & carry only,
Good thraugh Sunday, May 18, 2008.

ZIJIIB NAPA Racing Cap
With any purchase to the first §
50 customers presenting

this coupon.

With coupan only. One Coupon per customer.
Good through May 18, 2008, While supplies last.
N .

A Great.
value at 99¢
per .Quaﬂ

. \While Suppies last.

5 Quart |
Bottle

Mobil Conventional

Motor 0il
10W30

With coupon anfy. One Coupon per custamer. Canriot be
cambined with any other offer or coupon.
Good through May 31, 2008.
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Special Olympics
‘the most fun’ in sports

recejve 'hls trst~place rlhbonfmm the 50-vard dash during Specnai Otympics

‘BY REBECCA JOKES
OBSERVIR STAFF WRITER

Eddie Roulo had his own
cheering section, and he didn’t
let fans down, easily winning
the 400-meter dash with a
time of 1:15 in Friday’s local
Special Olympies, held at
Franklin High School.

The 19-year-old from Jo

v_ Brighton School in Wyandotte

is training for the 1,500-.
meter run in the state Special
Olympics in three weeks.

Friday's games included 326
athletes from Area 23, which
includes all of Wayne County
except for the City of Detroit,
said event coordinator Terry .
Jobbitt. Events included bocce,
jong jump, wheelchair games,
swimming and track and field.

The Special Olympics have
been taking place at Franklin
for the past 22 years, with the
help of Student Congress and
180 student volunteers helping
to keep scores and hand out -
ribbons.

Kamille Smith, 28, took

TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michael Pilotfo, 30, of Canton lets a throw fly as he takes part in the javelin throw during Special Olympics events
held Friday at Franidin High School in Livonia.

“third in her group in bocce.

She practices every Tuesday

- at her old school, Stevenson

Junior High in Westland. She

celebrated with her mom after-

ward.

In the pool, 87 athletes swam
in a number of heats.

Laura Casey, 22, of Grosse

* Pointe Park took first in the

25-meter breaststroke and
4x25 relay. A swimmer for
15 years, she works out every
Tuesday and Thursday at her
local community center.

“My mom is my coach, so
it works out very well,” she
said, adding that her team has
grown from 15 to 30 members
in the past year:

Steven Kujawski, 19, also of
Grosse Pointe, came in first
in his freestyle event. He calls
himself a tri-athlete in swim-
ming, basketball and bowling,

He earned a gold in the state
games in basketball earlier this
year,

Kujawski said he loves
Special Olympics. “It’s the most

“It’s awesome. The volunteers
are very, very nice. Hopefully,
more people will join,” she said.

heI&F iday at Livonia Frankfin High Schaol fun I've ever had in sports.”

rrjones@hometownlife.com | (734} 953-2054

J STOREWIDE SAI.E 10 am - 7 pm
Gold purchased from 10 am - 4 pm

A Cemﬂed Dealer will pay. Q,A_I-l QN THE
- $POT for dated, braken, tangled, white
- and yéllow 8KT to 18KT gold }ewelry N
~TOP DQI.LAR PAIDH ' a
" STOREWIDE SALE! =

. BUYIN3S
RECEIVE 10%, 20% & 30% OFF!

i B . P 1
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42927 W. 7 Mile, Norfh\nlle

' nghland takes Ploza 248.347.4570
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plus 12 months no interest, no payments on all Karastan installed carpet
and stair runners, including labor and pad’

1) 2199.00 sawo,
before rebates

Antidue Legends
Villa Veneto area rug
#10512-206

2) 1999.00 e,
before rebates

Ashara Ravenna
area rug #10416-549

3) 999.00 svo,
before rebates
Artworks Plum
Blossom Maize area
rug #55270-219

6.00 per sq. ft, installed, before rebates
Intimate Style carpeting #20764

450 per sq. ft. ir]stalled, before rebates
Cabana carpsting #2047

6.45 per sq. ft. installed, before rebates

T.75 per sq. ft. installed, before rebates
Lyndhurst Galtery #53264

Eloquence Classic #55435

*Cash back after mail-in rebates. Excludes sales tax. One rebate per transaction; may not ba combined with any other rebate offer. Retainer must be taken between 5/15 and 5/31/08. Orcder must be placed by 8/14/08. See stare for details. tNo interest, ne payments on purchases $199 or mare with
qualifying card. See below for Imporiant Deferred interest Fromational Offer Details. Installation by trained professionals. Offers end 5/31/08. CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBERS: The following license numbers are held on behalf of The Great Indoors: AZ (Gen. Comm. Confr. Lic. ROC #160%778-1
and Gen. Res, Contt. Lic. ROC #160178B); CA (Contr. Lic. #797513); MD (MHIC 321-47); M# (Res Bidr. #2101175210); NV (B2 #0054532 and C16 #0054531); New York City {Lic. Number 1119508); VA (Class A Contr. 2705 047008). Services and installation performed by The Great Indoors autharized jicensed
centractors. . X .

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST PROMOTIONAL OFFER DETAILS {when offered): FINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of purchase at the regular purchase rate in effect from time to time and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES
for the entire promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period or if you default under your card agreement. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your promotional
purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. thucredlt approval, for qualifying purchases when you use The Great Indoors MasterCard® or a Sears card {Commercial One® excluded). Sears Home Improvement Account™ valid on installed sales only. Offer
is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. May not be combined with any other credit promaticnal offers. Promotional offers greater than 14 months require minimum monthly payments as disclosed in the
offer. Sears card APBS Up o 26.48%, but if your acchunt has a variable APR, the APR is up to 29.24%, as of 4/7/08 and may vary. Minimum monthly FINANCE CHARGE up to $1. See card agreement for details including when the default rate applies. Sears cards
are issued by Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A.

ARIZONA Chandler 480-792-6000 Scottsdale 480-281-9000 CALIFORNIA Burbank 818-260-8000
Chino Hills 809-672-6000 Irvine 949-340-6000 COLORADG Broomfield 720-566-1000
Lone Tree 303-708-2500 ILLINDIS Lombard 630-873-8000 Schaumburg 847-874-8000

MARYLAND Gaithersburg 240-509-1300 MICHIGAN Novi 248-679-1000 NEVADA Las Yegas
702-849-6600 NEW JERSEY Woodbridge 732-956-2300 DHIO Columbus 614-880-8800
TEXAS Farmers Branch 214-764-1000 Heuston B32-476-8000

We're pleased to
; accept these cards.
® 2008 Sears Holﬂiﬁgs Corporation
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www.hometeﬁnlife.com g CONT'NUED FROM PAGE A] g (C) AS
J"DGE Orlewicz claimed. self- * the trial, after having pleaded  no remorse, no SOLTOW ... only - among us again.”
B defense, but a jury didntbuy  guilty to second-degree murder the arrogance of not wanting Still, Kimberly Sorensen

BItL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

James Sorensen of Westiand,

with wife Kimberley, fights back
tears during his statement at the .
_sentencing of Jean Pierre Orlewicz,
convicted of killing their son, Daniel.

JCPenney. Optical

I of eyeglasses!

fined biforals er standard AG Pro no-me bifacals with seratsh:

hined with anather otfer, vizian care plen,
Eye exams perfarmed by i state licenget Doctors of

| LIMITED TIME ONLY!
Buyon
Get On

'FREE!

or 40% off a single pair

FROM PAGE A1

“I'm grateful the jury con-
vieted you,” she added. “T'm
grateful you are going away for
the rest of your life. I believe
you would have killed again.”

Orlewicz repeatedly stabbed
Sorensen in his grandfather’s
Canton garage Nov. 7, then

" burned his fingertips with a

blow-torch in an effort to hide
the identity. He then beheaded
Sorensen and dumped his .
bedy in a Northville Township
field, setting it on fire. He then
dumped Sorensen’s head in the

Rouge River.

includes:
= Any frame

~ We Accept Most Vision Care Plans.
Call today for your eye exam or bring in your RX.

.. Ganton: 43690 Ford Road (734) 207-4346
Chesterﬁeld Townshlp Waterside Marketplace {586) 949-0639

Bity ane pair of preseription eyeginsses at the regular price antl get one pair of equal o lesaer value far free, or receive 40% off 4 alngle pair of prescriptian syeqlasses, Oifer nclnles singie visim, ST28
-resictant benses exclutling Reyhan Cofleation. Gomplele palr purchase required. Frame selection varles by jocation: Some special oxlers
excluted, Additional charge may be applied for strong R Other prograssives, spectally knses and lent options 2te additional. Contact lenses nat avallable In AR. Seo optictar for detalis. Cannat be com-
priging or prios orders. Eye exams amanged or we can fll your doctor's prescription, Partitipating stores only, Void where probibited by law.

y. Offer ends May 31, 2008,

= Scratch-resistant lenses
= Your choice single vision, lined bifocals or

No-Line Bifocals!

it and, after some 12 hours of

deliberation, found him guilty
on all counts April 16.
Orlewicz’s attorney, James
Thomas, said he’ll appeal..
“We have issues (to appeal),”
Thomas said. “We had a posi-
tion in this case it was self-
defense. We still think that.”
Sorensen’s parents, James
and Kimberly Sorensen of
Westland, never believed that
defense, and nothing has hap-
pened to change their mind. |
Orlewicz’s former co-defen-
dant, Alexander Letkerhann
of Westland, described the
crime in horrific detail during

{(HELOC) has:

information.

At Telcom Credit Union, our
home equity line of credit

¢ no closing costs
' no annual fees

&’ no processing or
appraisal fees.

Current rates are still low — with
an introductory rate as low as
% .5%% APR* for new HELOCs — and the interest that you pay
may be tax deductible. Plus, you get a Premium Visa® card for easy
access to your available HELOC funds.

Beridey « Livonia ¢ Novi » Oak Park
South Lyon « Southfield

We also have low fixed-rate home equity loans with rates as low as
6.25% APR. Visit any Telcom branch, or call 248.596.4434 for more

*Intraductory rate good through August 31, 2008, then as low as the Prime Rate (currentiy_ 5.00% APR}
after that. Rates vary based on credit history.

Canton

44300 Warren Road
felcomou.com

Anyone in Canton can join!

HTO0413418

in the ease.

Letkemann is serving a
sentence of 20-30 years.
The Sorensens have forgiven
him his role and, at his sen-
tencing last month, praised
Letkemann’s decision to
“accept responsibility” for his
actions. They had no such kind
words Monday for Orlewicz.

“Ever a person who takes a
life in self-defense will express
horror and remorse,” James
Sorensen said. “There has been

With Each Sale
With This

] 3 %%’f?

Al Bilived Dlles and
f B % GS&Q%&E a'aes

to be punished for his actions.
‘When he was caught (Orlewicz}
took the ultimate act of cow-
ardice and refused to ta,ke
accountability.”

James Sorensen said he’d
heard “the pundits” on televi-
sion saying 18 years old is too
young an age to send someone

‘away for the rest of their lives.

“I disagree,” Sorensen said.
“The heinous nature of this
crime shows Mr. Orlewicz
should never be allowed to live

admitted she can’t conjure up
any hatred for Orlewicz.
“(Orlewicz) threw everything
away when he decided my son'’s
life was not of any value,” she
said. “The lives he has affected,
the pain and terror he brought
upon my son ... [ look at this
young man and I can’t bring

_ myself to hate him.

“I hate what he did,” she
added. “This has a]tered our
lives for the remainder of our
days.” .

% 8 i S
HOST A GOLD
BUYING PARTY

We Pay The

Highest Referrals! '
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e e,

(734) 416-8340

P'Ivmnum

Happy Hour Specials

Monday-Thursday 4 PM-6 PM

With Any Beverage Purchase

350 S. Main St. » Plymouth
(734) 416-0100

www.comparlsdmmg com

OEDBE02643
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School board closes out year of budget, hiring decisions

‘ It was a pretty busy year for the
Plymouth-Canton Schools Board of
- Education, with budget problems, the
loss of their popular superintendent
and a variety of other issues with

which to deal.

The district opened the year in the

.

Judy Mardlq:an

# Residence: Plymouth Towns]up

W Family: Married vo husband Si
Nahra for 25 years. We have ason

- Charlie junior at MSU and daugh-

ter Sandy, who is a senior at Salem
High School. She will be attending
Albion College this fall. :

W Education: B.A. social science
from Michigan State University.

Health Decisions,
Inc. Weare a

| Michigan firm

§ specializing in
Administrative
Overpayment
and Dependent
Ehgll:uhty Angdits since 1986.

B When were you first elected?

I joined the board in 1998
through an appointment to fill the
seat vacated by Jack Farrow: I have
been elected three timies since. T am
currently board president and the
most senior board member.

B What originally made you want
to run?

I developed an interest in PCCS
when my children first éntered the
school district. I was an involved
parent, co-chairing the Class Size
Action Partnership for several
years. I also served on the distriet’s
Citizen’s Finance and Long Range
Planning Committees priorto ron-
ning for the board.

I decided to rum again because of
my desire to see that the children of
our district to get the best education
possible. Given our state’s economic
climate, state funding for public
schools has not been keeping pace
with inflation. It takes experience
and creative minds to make sure
that cuts stay as far away from the
class room as possible. T have found
school board to be one of the most
rewarding experiences of my life.

& What are the big issues your
board faces?

Two: 1) Continue to raise academ-
ic achievement for all students. We
have made tremendous progress,
but need to focus on achievement
with all students, especially those
with special needs or students that
are struggling. Our new state grad- |
uation requirements for the class
of 2011 will stretch our students to
attain higher levels of achievement.

Mardigian

- spare time?

: aftermath of

two faﬂed bond propos-

als, faced with making some person-

- nel and budget cuts. That’s nothing
new; the board has cut some $12 mil-
lon from its budget over the last five

knowing it had to replace retiring
Superintendent Dr. Jim Ryan, the pop-
ular face of the district. The board hired
a search firm to handle the process. .
Asa result the board found their

budget.

years. man: Craig Flegel voting unani-
But the board also started the year mously to hire the superintendent

While this is a very good thing, it Kathy Bates. It was a hoot! B Where were you on moving the Appointed June
will require éxtra instraction for ® If you had the power to change  election? ‘o7 '
many students. _ one thing, what would it be? 1 was not in favor of movmg the B What origi-

2) Attaining a balanced budget. Right now, improve the economy,  election. My position was to keep nally made you
Years of inequitable funding from everywhere, but especially in the annual elections to give voters want to run?
the state, and funding that has not Michigan. Michigan offers 2 won- - more opportunities to vote. Your 1 have always
kept up with the rate of inflation,” derful quality of life but needs to vote counts and you should use it had astrong
has made our district’s finances be rejavenated through economic as much as you can. I am in favor of interest in devel-
very challenging. We made 812 mil-  diversification and promotion driving the municipalities, who now : oping our youth.
lion in cuts over the past five years of tourism, our “North Coast.” It run the elections, to bring down the ° This includes
and expect to cut another $3 million _breaks my heart to see.so many of cost of elections. Jackson Scouts, Sunday
in 2008-2009. With solid leader- . = our children grow up and have to B What did you think was the school teacher,

-, ship from our administrative team

and board, we may possible attain
or come very close to a balanced
budget next year.

B Where were you on moving the
election?

. 1 was in favor of moving to odd—
year elections and holding them
with Schooleraft College because

it saved the district money (a two-
thirds reduction over 2007 election
costs),

November elections have a ten-
dency to be very full ballots. My
concern (shared by the Michigan
Clerks Association) is that School
Board elections would be placed at
the bottom of the ballot, and many
people would not make their way to
the end of the ballot. We also expect

- the legislators to act on this issue

VEry SO0n.

B What did you think was the
most important attribute for the
new superintendent to have, and
why do you think Craig Fiegel has
it?

1 believe a superintendent needs
to have a strong knowledge and
demonstrated competency in key
areas of school operations such as
curriculum finstraction, finance,
housing and construction and com-
mounity refations.

Some superintendents stand
apart from others because of their
personal qualities such as honesty
and integrity. Dr. Fiegel certainly -
has a strong background in the key
areas, but more importantly, he is
very well regarded and respected
by those that have worked with and

. been served by him.

W What do you like to do in your

1 love spending time with my
family. I also love cooking, garden-
ing and outings with my friends.

W What's the last good movie you
saw?

Bonneville. Not many people
saw it. Wonderful movie about
ﬁ'iends}up and promises kept, star-
ring Jessica Lange, Joan AHen and

move away from their families in
order to get a job. So many families
are struggling in this economy as
evidenced by jobless rates, foreclo-
sures and lack of health care. We
can and should be doing better here

" at home.

B I you could sit down for 2 one-
hour conversation with one person,

 who would it be?

My mom, Louise Mardlglan I
lost her too early in life and would
love to sit down with her at her
kitchen table, over a cup of coffee
and talk for hours. She was someone
really special.

Tom Wysocki

M Residence: Plymouth

M Family: Wife Edie, son Joe
Wiysocki, daughter Erin (Mike)
Kostum

M Education: BS, Ch¥, Wayne
» State University,
1976

B When were
il you first elected?
1 2001

B What origi~
nally made youn
want Lo run?

Thad been very
active with the
Plymouth Canton
Band Boosters
since 1996. In 2000 and 2001 T had
been going to School Board meet-
ings to lobby for additional funding
for the band programs. I also served
on the Educational Specifications
Committee for the new high school
(now Plymouth High School). [ was
interested in expanding these inter-
ests to a district level and thought if

Wysocki

- Roland Thomas was net running for

re-election, there would be a good
chance of getting elected. I learned
& lot in my first term and thought I
could be more effective in a second
term.

B What are the big issues your
board faces?

Funding is the main one and it

" impacts almost all the rest.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-7:30
Sat. 10-6; Sun. 12-4

K www.specialtypet.com

SALE

Friday » May 16 » 10 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday » May 17 ¢ 10 am - 6 pm
Sunday ¢ May 18 » 12 noon til 4 pm
Come spend some of your Stimulus Check!

VET EVENT
Saturday, May 17, from 11:00-4:00
Sunday, May 18, from 12:00 - 4:00 (734) 664-6516

UNLEASHED MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICES
will be back at Specialty Pet, offering Microchipping
for your pet and much more! '

* AVID Microchipping, includes the registration
- o Discounted Heartworm checks & preventatives

¢ Discounted Bloodwork such as:
~ Annual blood panel
~ Other blood work

~ Titer testing

1449 Ann Arbor R

(Between Main Street and Sheidon)

734.453.6930

PET h
SUPPLIES

Dr. Nugent:

SUPPLIES

Advice You Can Trusi
oad ¢ Plymouth
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most important attribute for the
new superintendent o have, and
why do you think Craig Fiegel has
it?

Dr. Fiegel demonstrated a very
collaborative style in his interviews
and in his interpersonal relation-
ships. The emotions of the people
I met in his current district con-
firmed that this is the person we
need for Plymouth-Canten. He will
invest himself in our district and it
should pay huge dividends.

# What do you like to do in your
spare time?

1like to recreationally read butit -

will be in bursts, completing one or
two books and then taking maybe
several months before I latch unto

. another book. I read the newspapers

every day and technical informa-
tion related to my profession and
school board matters nearly every
day. 1 also do some writing, publish-
ing newsletters to a select group of
people and I've written a boek, not
published, on water chemistry for
fossil fueled power plants. T also
like to golf and used to play soft-
ball. I enjoy Hstening to Broadway
show tunes and I do waich dvr’d
American Idol shows. I've down-
loaded Brooke White to my iPod.
1like to fish but only from alittle
row boat on a nice calm, clear day.
1 always enjoy watching the Tigers
play, no matter how good or bad
they are at the time and I really
enjoy swimming in Lake Michigan.
Last but not least, I love to spend
time with my wife.

B What's the last good movie you
saw?

Ironman, and 12 OClock High
before that.

¥ If you had the power to change
one thing, what would it be?

That the anger people feel could
not lead to viplence, injury, and
even death. o

8 T you could sit down for a one-
hour conversation with one person,
who would it be?

Jesus.

Nancy Eggenberger

B Family: Husband John,
children Maricat (a freshman
at Albion); Olivia (a junior at
Plymouth); Brian (an eighth-grader
at Pioneer),

M Education: BA in elementary
education, minor
in humanities
and history-Alma
College; Graduate
Certificate in
Human Resource
Development
eraphasis in Staff
Development and
| Training - the

University of

Michigan; M.A.
in guidance/counseling, emphasis in
College Student Personnel-Eastern
Michigan University

¥ Elected in May 2007.

B What originally made you want
to run?

I ran because I was interested
in being a part of picking the new
superintendent for the school dis-
trict. I also felt the school hoard was
alogical next step in my involve-
ment in the schootl district.

W What ave the big issues your
board faces?

The budget is the biggest issue
the school board faces.

M Where were you on mowng the
election?

Ivoted to hold the elections every
other May.

% What did you think was the
most important attribute for the
new superintendent to have, and
why do you think Craig Fiegel has
i?

1 think it is important the super-
intendent have the ability to listen,
then synthesize the information and
make a decision based on what is
best for the children of this district.
Based on the answers he gave in the
interviews, I believe Craig Fiegel
has that skill.

® What do you like to do in your
spare time?

T like to spend time with my fam-
ily and read.

W What was the last good movie

qunherqer

- you saw?

The last movie I saw was 27
Dresses.

o If you had the power to change
one thing, what would it be?

I have no idea.

W If you could sit down for a one-
hour conversation with one person,
who would it be?

I would enjoy having a one hour
conversation with many different
people.

John Jackson

H Residence: Plymouth

N Family: Wife Jean, married for
30 years; son Pat, 25, and daugh-
ter Polly, 20, students at Eastern
Michigan.
" % Education: B.S. in business
administration, Central Michigan

W When were you first elected?

youth athletic teams, PTO and
booster groups. I've also served on a
number-of Boards in the past. With
this in mind, I felt the School Board
position was a great way to continue
serving the community and cur
youth.

W What are the big issues your
board faces?

The biggest issue is continuing
the record of increased student
achievement with inadequate fund-
ing from the State.

N Where were you on moving the
election?

This was a tough decision. I con-
tinue to feel the move to odd year
May was the best option but odd
November was a very close second
choice.

B What did you think was the
most important attribute for the
new superintendent to have, and
why do you think Craig Fiegel has
i?

Personal Accountability. If I
could name more than one, it is the
strong message we heard about his
ability to work well with others even
with difficult issues.

W What do you like to do in your
spare time?

Play golf and tinker with small

* projects around the home. I received

a fishing pole for Christmas so I
hope to get a chance to use it when
nice weather finally arrives, @
What's the last good movie you saw?

Forbidden Planet at the Penn
Theater. My wife and I are regu-
lars for the T’lmrsday classic movie
nights.

B If you had the power to change
one thing, what would it be?

The method for funding schools
in Michigan

B If you could sit down for a one-
hour conversation with one person,
who would it be?

Stephen Covey

Dianne Gonzalez

® Residence: Plymouth Township

B Family: Married to Leo
Gonzalez since 1995; three chil-
dren, Mitcheil, 10, Christina, 8, and
Louie, 5.

¥ Education: BA Educatmn
MA, Educational
Leadership,
attended Wayne
State Law School
(no degree)

B When were
you first elected?
May 2, 2006

B What corigi-
nally made you
want to ran?

I started
attending school board meetings as
a community member as a result of
potential redistricting of a friend’s
neighborhood from our elementary
school. Once I attended, I became
very interested in the whole spec-
trum of issues the school board
diseussed. I knew [ had to run when
I had to miss a meeting and I won-
dered what had been discussed.

B What are the big issues your
board faces?

The biggest issue is maintaining
academic excellence in an era of
declining funding.

Gonzalez

M Where were you on moving the .

election?

Twanted to change the election
date to odd year May in order to save
$75,000 annually for the district.
thinkitis a good interim step and I sus-
pect the state may step in and change

" this before we have ancther election,

B What did you think was the
most important attribute for the new
superintendent to have, and why do
you think Craig Fiegel has it?

Te me it was most important to
have someone with a strong finan-
cial background to help us with our
budget issues.

W What do you like to de in your
spare time?

I love to spend time with my fam-
ily and I love running, We did the
Turkey Trot in downtown Detroit
in 2007 as a family. It was a great
moment. A cold ene, but really fun.

H What's the last good movie you
saw?

Horton Hears a Who. The movie

~ hada great message.

M If you had the power to change
one thing, what would it be?

1 would wish that as a society we
held all children to the light and
appreciated them with the same
fierceness that people feel toward
athletic events and superstars. It
would make for a better world.

B If you could sit down for 2 one-
hour conversation with ohe person,
who wonld it be?

In a perfect world, someone
inspirational like Maya Angelou or
Oprah Winfrey. But in reality, with
our schedules as hectic as they are,
one quiet, quality hour with my hos-
band while we are both fresh and
awake would be great!l

Steven Sneideman

B Residence: Canton
® Family: Wife, Kelli; danghters
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of Evergreen Park (IH) Elementary
School District 124. '

More recently, the board is dealing
with another $3 million in cuts to the

Here’s a look at the seven board
members making all these decisions:

Emily and Maggie

N Education:
My highest level
of education is an
M.B.A. from New
York University.

8 When were
you first elected?
2006

W What origi-

- nally made you
want to run?

My work is global, notlocal. I
looked for 2 way to volunteer my time
that would allow me to become more
in touch with my community. This
pesition has enabled me o do that.

B What are the big issues your
boeard faces?

Financial issues are the biggest. We
have a goed handle on how to main-
tain and increase student achieve-
ment. We have made great strides in
that area. However, the lack of suffi-
cient state funding makes ail district
activities (which benefit our students)
difficult to maintain.

. Where were you on moving the
election?

I'began my 2007 Observer editori-
al by stating that I know polities play
a part in school board elections and
activities. However, I don’t believe
that political parties (Democratic or
Republican) should be involved, since
board members don’t run atfached
to a party. Even year November elec-
tions would incent political parties
to become involved in School Board
elections as they could successfully
fund candidates who would then be
indebted to those parties. I am glad
we found a sohution that saves the
district 2/3 of the election costs, vet
still maintains the credibility of the
elections and continues to allow local
citizens to run successfutly without
big time funding.

H What's the most important
attribute you want the new super-
intendent to have? Someone who is
a good listener and is not afraid to
make difficult decisions.

® What do you like to do in your
spare time?

With extended periods of free
time I love to travel with my family.
Last year we were lucky enough to
go to Paris. This year we plan to go
to the National Parks cut west.

W What’s the last good movie you
saw?

Michael Clayton. It’s a great per-
formance by George Clooney.

B Hyou had the power to change
one thing, what would it be?

Add move tolerance to our world.
People, understandably, see things
from only their own view point. T
would love there to be a way for peo-
ple to walk in other people s shoes
for a while.

® If you could sit down for a one-
hour conversation with one person,
who would it be?

I he were still alive, my great-
grandfather. He came over from
Eastern Europe in the early 1900s
as a teen and lived to be over 100
years old.  was very young when he
died, and did not know him well.

Barry Simescu

8 Residence: Plymouth

B Family: Wife Dorothy, who
is a special education teacher in
South Redford, and two sons, who
both graduated from Canton High
Scheol

M Education: I graduated from
Thurston High
School in South
Redford and also
from Michigan
Tech with a B.S.
in civil engineer-
ing.

B When were
you first elected:
I was elected in
May 2004.

® What origi-

nally made you want to run?

Thad been interested in giving
back to the community for some time.
I felt that 2004 was a good year 1o
run with Liz Givens deciding not to.

B What are the big issues your
board faces?

I think that the most difficult
decisions we have to make is to bal-
ance the budget and still maintain
student achievement.

B Where were you on moving the
election?

I am disappointed in the legisla-
tare getting involved in this issue
and wish that they would allow
August elections, which I think is
the best alternative. Since that is
not allowed at this time I voted to
move to the odd May option.

B What did you think was the
most important attribute for the new
superintendent to have, and why do
you think Craig Fiegel has it?

I was looking for a superinten-
dent that had excellent communica-
tion skills in working with all facets
of the district.

B What do you like to do in your
spare time?

In my spare time 1 like to golf, ski
and read. (What spare time?)

B What's the last good movie you
saw?

The last good movie [ saw was
Charlie Wilson’s War.

& if you had the power to change
one thing, what would it be?

I would like to see a better way to
fund public education!

© E Ifyou could sit down for a one-
hour conversation with one person,
who would it be?

Our new superintendent.

Snetman

Simescu
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~ MESP represents a smart and flexible gift for graduates

for post-high school educa-
tion. Tt allows you to invest
money that grows tax free,

‘When money is withdrawn

unly be used for college, that

is not the case. Many business
trade, technical and vocational
schools also qualify for 529

education. Some 529 Plans are
limited in their scope, but not
the MESP. ‘

percent equity option) and
also a variety of other invest-
ment selections.

One of the beauties of the

good post-high school edu-
cation and that is exactly

what you can help contribute -

to by considering the gift of

igh school seniors will expenses. A foreitis 1mportant to contrib-  a $25 minimum to establish has no commissions. My phi- 529 Plan is it shows the grad-
be graduating soon and qualified edun-  ute to the right plan. Irecom-  a plan. Therefore, it's a gift losophy has always been that  uate how important an educa-
taking the first step into cation expense  mend the Michigan Education  that’s affordable to all. Irec-  you should not pay fees when  tion is and the priority you are
adulthood. Many will continue | is basically Savings Plan (MESF, www. ommend a group of families you don't have to. placing on it.
to pursue their education. defined as misaves.com). One of the main  and friends get together and We all know how impor- 1 cannot think of a better
Whether it is through a trade. room, board, reasons is MESP’s flexibility. A = pool their money and contrib- tant it is for someone to investment for the high school
school or a university, one tuition, books  student can use money within  ute into one MESP plan for continue their edueation " graduate than in continuing
thing is for sure — the cost of and fees. the MESP for basically any the graduate. past high school. We are to pursue their education. The
an education continues to rise. M Matt : public or private institution in In all 529 Plans, there are in a global economy and Michigan Education Savings
_So instead of a gift card or oney Waklers i EXIBILITY the country. In fact, thereare  established portfolios for we are competing for jobs Plan is an investment vehicle
cash, an alternative gift may . Although, numerous foreign institutions  you to choose from. There is all around the world. The that definitely deserves your
be a contribution into a 529 _ Rick Bloom st people that also qualify. In addition, a very conservative option only way for individuals to consideration.
Plan on behalf of the graduate. believe that a moenies can also be used for {guaranteed option}, 2 more be able to compete in this
A 529 is an investment plan 529 Plan can grad school and for continuing - aggressive option (the 100 global economy is with a Rick Bloom is a fee-onfy financial

adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at

from the plan there are notax = money. AFFORDABLE GIFT MESP is it is a very low cost an education this graduation  www.bloorassetmanagement.com.

consequences as long as it is Unfortunately, not all 529 One of the great things investment {one of the lowest  season. You can hiear Rick naon to 3 p.m.

used for qualified education Plans are the same and there-  about MESP is it takes only cost plans in the country) and Another subtle benefittoa  Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.
BOWLING FOR BRIAN

What: An afternoon of bowling to
raise money for scholarships

When: 4 p.m. Sunday, May 18

Where: Qaklane Bowling Alley, 8450
Middiebelt, Westland

Cost: 525 adults, $15 students, $5
children age 10 and under, includes
three games of bowling, bowling shoes.

For information, calt (734) 451-0779
or send e-mail to pag4077@aol.com.
Walk-ins welcome.

Bowling benefit to raise money for scholarships

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER - In addition to bowling three

' games, participants have a chance to
win door prizes, take part in-a raffle
or bid on silent auetion items, each
valued at over $100.

Brian liked bowling,

“Brian had strokes when he was
little and had a right side deficit but
could bowl. He took an independent
home and ean come. study right before he died, bowling,”

“Each year the response gets bet-  said Geick.”
ter.” ichomin@hometownife;com | (734) 953-2145

cial education.

Proceeds from the first Bowhng
for Brian in May 2006 went to Sorin
Oprican (Schoolcraft College).

“It’s a-nice way Lo remember our
son,” said Trish Geick. “Our son was
bora in the spring. We do it in May
because he would be in college right
now and all the college kids are

fun takes place Sunday, May 18, at

. Dakiane Bowling Alley in Westland.

Last year the Geicks raised

$4,000 for scholarships that went
10 Megan Luther (Eastern Michigan
University) and Kelsie Michalsen
(Western Michigan University):
through the Educational Excellence
Foundation, a nenprofit organi-
zation that supports-educational
programs in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools including spe-

Trish Geick and her husband Paul
are looking forward to Bowling
for Brian, their annual benefit in
honor of their 18-year-old son who
died July 3, 2005, eight days aftera
heart transplant. So far the Canton
couple has been able to help four
students pursue their dream of going
to college with proceeds raised at
the event. The third annual day of

24-MONTH CD HIGH YIELD SAVINGS Charter One

‘Not your typical bank”
APY

$1,000 MINIMUM & CIRCLE GOLD CHECKING® BALANCES OF $50000 OR HIGHER

Find your § Fit'} €D and High Yield Savings With rates like these, maybe you should choose both.

Call 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find your fit at charterone,com

. L S _

Member FDIC. All aecounis ubject to individual approval. See a banker for details. Offers valict in Ml only. GD: Annual Percentage Yieid (APY) is accurate as of this publication date. 3.25% APY applies to the 24-month term. Limited-lime ofier may be withdrawn at any time. This affer cannod e combined with any other G offer. Gircle Gold

Checking account with $100 minimum opening deposit is required. Other sates and terms available. Minimum opening term deposit $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. HYS: Accaunt cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum opening depesit is required. Personat aczounts anty. $5,008,000 maximum deposit per customer.

Minimum transacticr: amount of $16,000 for withdrawals. Nongualifying transaction fee of $25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in a slaternant period. High Yield Savings account APY based on cellected balances for new parsonal accounts: 2.75% APY for balances of $56,000 or greater, 2.50% APY for balances of $10,000 to $48,999,
1.06% APY for balances ug to $9,999. Fees may reduce eamings. APYs accurate as of this publication date and may change hefore or after account opening, Gharter Dne is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A.

Join Our
FOOD DRIVE to benefit
“Capuchin Soup Kitchen”
Bring in non-perishable food items
anid you can Win A Fabulous Prize!

Monday - Tuesday - Wednesday
© 1000 AM t0 6:00 BPM
Thursday and Friday

10:00 AM 1o 8:00 PM |
Satur&ay 10 AMto 5 PM

*Sale exchudes loose diamonds, Hearts On Fire(R), Mikimoto,
Pandora, and some select designers. Prior sales, special orders,
layaways, and repairs excluded. See store for complete details.
Return Hiis ad daily for 1,008 Diamored Points through 5{2?[&8
Limit one ad per day per entrant.

\ JEWEL .. S 28

75 Years of Fam iy Trust

29317 Ferﬁ Roaci 101 Fast Main Street
Garden City, Ml 48135  Northville, Mi 48167
734.422.7030 248.349.6940
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Police officers
deserve thanks

Any given day.or week of the year is set aside to recog-
nize a person, place or thing. Some observances are little
known, like National Revise Your Work Schedule Month
and National Fairy Godmother Week. Others are more
recognizable, such as National Hamburger Month and
Teacher Appreciation Week.

Hidden in these many observances is one that’s impor-
~ tant, but doesn’t get the recognition it rightly deserves

— National Police Week. This is the week and today (May
15) is the day that was set aside by President John F.
Kennedy in 1962 to honor police officers who serve and
those who have lost their lives in the line of duty.

Police officers play an essential role in safeguarding
our rights and freedoms by protecting us against violence
and disorder, deception and oppression. There are plenty

~ of hazards. In fact, a police officer dies in the line of duty
every 57 hours in this country.

Thankfully, Canton Township didn’t lose an officer
in 2007. That cannot be said for other communities.
According to preliminary statistics from the National
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund and Concerns
of Police Survivors, 186 officers were killed nationwide
in 2007. Outside of 2001, when 239 officers died — 72 in
the g/1% terrorist attacks — 2007 is the deadliest year for
American law enforcement since 1989.

"The number of officers killed by gunfire and in traffic-
related incidents reached a record high of 81. Sixty-nine
officers were shot and killed, including a shooting that
killed three Odessa, Texas, police officers.

Police work isn’t a glamorous job, and it takes a special

kind of person 1o be able to deal with the good, the bad
and the ugly in a community. The job is franght with

hazards and sacrifices the police officers encounter ona

daily basis.
We may not always agree with what our police officers
“do -~ we doubt there is anyone who is in agreement with
they ticket they've gotten — but we need to acknowledge
that they do provide a vital public service. We can walk
down our streets, live in our houses and shop at our
neighborhood stores in relative peace and tranquility
becanse of them. And if-that peace and tranquility is dis-
rupted, they are there to set things right.
We ask residents to join us in applanding the work of
our Canton Township police officers and to pray they
will continue to be safe from harm. I is not an easy job,

" . someone has to do it, and we think we have the best peo-

. ple doing that _}ob herei in the Canton commumty

‘Big effort needed to
keep spring rites safe

Thousands of area teens in the coming weeks will par-
ticipate in the traditional rites of passage of prom and
gradua,tlon

Spring is a time of celebratlon and our young people

have every right to enjoy themselves at prom and gradu-
ation parties. These events mark the last time many of
them will be together, before they head off into the scary
world of adulthood.

As parents, the best gift we can give our graduates and
their friends is a safe and healthy environment for the
celebrations. All too often, parents either look the other
way when alcohol is present at these parties or, in the
worst-case scenario, actually furnish booze for the bash.

These graduates may look like full-grown adults on the
outside, but many times they have not reached a level of
maturity to deal with alcohol use. It is not enough to sim-
ply remind our teens that underage drinking is against
the law and send them on their way.

Parents need to have frank discussions about the con-
sequences of using alcohol and; worse; drinking and
driving. For underclassmen, being caught in possession
can bring school suspension and a quick end to a high
school sports career. It can also lead to problems when
applying for college.

Parents need to ask questions when their son or daugh-
ter heads off to prom or a graduation party. Will the
party have adult supervision? Is drinking permitted in
the home? Is there an after-party scheduled and, if so,
where?

Most important, parents can help their teens avoid
potentially dangerous situations by assuring them that
if they find themselves in trouble, they can call for a ride
home with no questions asked and no attached lecture.

If a teen feels they will be punished for drinking, or
being at a party where alcohol is being served, they are
less likely to reach out to a parent for help. Knowing
ahead of time they will be supported will go a long way
" toward ensuring your teen makes the right decision and
makes that critical phone call.

Spring is a time for new beginnings. Teens and their
parents need to work together to guard against a tragic
endmg
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What is there to fear?

I feel compelled to once again address
the May 1 letter by Robert Denstadt. I seri-
ously object to the underlying zenophobia
that informs Denstedt’s opinions. This fear
of foreigners has reared its small-minded
head too often during the deliberations
over Canton’s new Hindu temple. But what
is there to fear?

This temple is a house of worship and a
cuyltural center, not a disco or a bar! The
surrounding subdivision also Jooks out on
a Methodist church, yet Denstedt didn’t
suggest, as he did for the temple, thatitbe
moved to the edge.of town “in one spot of
the township for all who want to live here.”

1 know that Methodist church is a modest
building, bat there would not be this order
of cutery even if it were a towering cathe-
dral, compléete with beli towers and chant-
ing monks.

Let’s face it, the outery is over the “other-
ness” of a temple, Denstedt says it “sad-
dens” him to see people “from another
land ... purchase Jand on American soil
and build a temple.” Unless he is a Native
American, then Mr. Denstedt, along with

- most of us Americans, also came from

another land at some point. Should not his
forefathers have been able to purchase land
and build a house or church? Should only
certain of us have that same right? Who,
then? Only whites? Only Christians? I
don’t think I want to hear him answer that.
Well, T am white, Christian, and a natural-
born American, and it saddens me when
people confuse “American” with haters.

: Terrill Samimy

Canton

Invest in new energies
Greg Kowalski made a great point in

+ his column (“It’s time to end our depen-

dency on oil,” May 8) when he called for
an Apollo-like effort to develop an alter-
native to gasoline to power our cars and
trucks. The quickest way to do this is to
have Congress force the auto corapanies
1o revisit the Energy Act and increase the

_new fuel efficiency standards from 35 to

45 miles per gallon by 2015. With assis-
tance from the U.S. government this can
be achieved with existing and developing
technologies such as hybrids and-electric
plug-ins.

I we were able to put 2 man on the moon
within a few short years, if we could develop
anuclear bomb within a few short years, if
we were able to rally the industrial forces in
our country to defeat fascism within a few -
short years during World War 11, there is
nothing preventing us from developing the
means to overcome our addiction to fossil
fuels within a few short years.

If we end this oil war in Iraq, we can
take the handreds of billions of dollars
saved and put it toward the goal of achiev-
ing greater energy efficiency and the
development of clean, renewable, climate
friendly energy sources. Maybe this will
happen once our “Petrolenm Pres1dent
leaves office.

The longer we wait, the worse the energy
crisis will become. Someday, a few years
from now, we may be looking back on $4
per gallon gas as the good old days.

Thaddeus J. Hejia
Canton

LETTERS
Stili good kids

"This is just a note to let you know there
are still good - really good — teenagers
around. .

Yesterday, while I was very busy taking
care of my 91-year-old mother, who has

dementia, I received a phone call from my

grandson, Tyler Randazzo, saying he forgot
io take his medication that a.m., and wold
I please go to his house, find it, and bring
it to him. I did and, joking, said, ‘You owe
me a grass cutting job.”

When I returned home 13 hours later

-from taking mother shopping, to lunch and

a hair appointment, Tyler had taken a spe-
cial bus to my house-and already had fixed
my lawn mower (it wouldn't start) and was
cutting the grass.

1 was surprised, to say the least. Next,
there was a “free” bike sitting on my
neighbor’s yard. He took it, cleaned it up,
walked 1t to the gas station and put air in
the tires. I thought he did this so he could
have something to ride at my house. No! -
He did this to give it to a man in his neigh-
borhood who had recently had an accident
involving his bike, and he has no money for
anew one.

‘What a thoughtful, unseifish act from a
boy 13 years old Tyler Randazzois a great
kid!
Sandra Oakley
Piymouth

Ofiver North is hero

This is concerning columnist Kurt
Kuban's comparison of Col. Oliver North
and you know who (“Rev. Wright and Col.
North sure know how to play to an audi-
ence,” May 1), I could dig up comparisons -
between Kuban and Michael Moore, buit.
what would that prove. Wouldn't that be
divisive? The colonel served in Vietnam
honorably and was a leader of men with a
very low casualty rate. What the heck, you
wouldn't be interested in that or the many
times he has gone to Iraqat greax risk to
himself.

I get tired of picking up a paper and
reading all that’s wrong: Why can't the
press report and Jet me make my own
judgment? The column about this benefit
shonld have been about how these brave
men received Col. North, and then tell

- one of their stories. Just saying 1 support

the troops isn't enough, but it gets Kuban
off the hook. About the facts he left out

— the British intelligence thought Iraq had
weapons of mass destruction. Bl Clinton
threatened to bomb Irag over the imag-
ined weapons and John Kerry and almost
every official that veted-to go.

This is not about Kuban. It is about the
truth that the club he belongs (the press)
seems to worry more about circulation.
Col. North also belongs to a club — the
U.S. Marines. Talk fo one sometime. Now
that’s a story to write about.

‘ Larry Gossett
Redford

{n their honor

On May 5, 1868, Gen. John Logan,
national commander of the Grand Army
of the Republic, officially proclaimed -
Memorial Day a national holiday. it was
first observed on May 30, 1868, with the
placing of flowers on the graves of Union

’

- and Confederate soldiers at Arlingtbn

National Cemetery. “Since the 1950s on the
Thursday before Memorial Day, the 1,200
soldiers of the 3rd TLS. Infantry place
small American Flags at each of the more
than 260,000 gravestones at Arfington
National Cemetery.”

Although there are communities who
still have Memorial Day parades, like
Dearborn, P}ymouth and Garden City,
many more merely give lip service to the
holiday. Graves of our soldiers are neglect-
ed. This year, let us turn the tide and
decorate soldiers’ grave sites with flewers
and flags. Let us observe the “National
Moment of Remembrance,” the resolution
thatwas passed in Dec. 2000, and pause
whatever we are doing at 3 p.m. local time
1o voluntarily and informally observe in
our own way a moment of remembrance

and respect, and quietly listen to the play-

ing of Taps.
. Although Memorial Day should be a day
of deep reflection, it can also be a day of

* celebration. Celebrating our freedom and

honoring those who made that freedom
possible is not a contradiction. It is a mar-
riage of sadness and happiness — sadness
for those who have died for our country
and happiness for the gift they have given
us, the gift of freedom, :
Throughout our natioi’s history, our
brave men and women have fought valiant-
Iy to the death so that we might have life in
the “Land of the Free.” So before we enjoy
those “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer”
and “take timeto sit back and wnwind,”
let us rememmber the ones who lie sleeping
in the dust. Let us not leave one soldier’s
grave undecorated. Like my friend, Leroy
Rouster, said, let us all be “patriotic.”

. Last Memorial Day, May 25, 2007,
Gov. Jennifer Granholm praised the
bravery of thousands of Michigan citi-
zens serving in the armed forces. In her
radio announcement, she honored the
families of Michigan soldiers who died in
active duty in Irag and Afghanistan. She

. said, “The fathers and mothers, husbands

and wives, sons and danghters of these

* _heroes have experienced incalculable loss

but they are proud of the sacrifice that
their loved ones have made ... Memorial
Day is our time to salute these fine

" Michigan citizens — just as we should do

every day of the year.”
Erika Martin
Dearbor Heights

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification, We ask that your letters be 400
words or fess. We may edi for clanty, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
100G South Main

~ Plymouth, Mi 48170

- Fax:

{734) 459-4224

E-mail: _
kkuban@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE

“Cancer is one of those diseases that has touched every family. When you speak with the survivors, you realize that
they are what it's all about - the hope and support.”

— Canton resident June Waldbauer discussing Relay for Life of Canton, an. Amencan Cancer Society fund- raiser
that will take place in Heritage Park this weekend

mm e e e e e e A b et e e e e v e

e b e b e, e

T e A e i T N N A i e oy et


http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:kkuban@hometownlife.com

ww.hometownlife.com

| THER OPINIONS |

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, May 15, 2008

© M

Bloqqmq just first step as our
Web site goes more mteractlve

are a thing of the past. That is a term that

has commonly been associated with news-
paper employees for many years. But media
companies like the Observer £ Ecceniric
Newspapers, aild our parent company
Gannett, are increasingly turning to the Web
to reach our readers.

‘Let’s face it, as much as
people like myselflove to
have an actual newspaper
in our hands while eating
breakfast or dinner, a new
generation is turning to the
Web for their news. That’s
probably a good thing, from
both the perspective of the
reader and companies like
ours because news happens
in real time, not on a newspaper’s deadlme
schedule.

In addition to getting important news sto
ries to you more quickly, the Web opens all
kinds of new doors for us. We are still com-
mitted to our core mission, which is to pro-
vide our readers with important local “news
you can use.” Our new Web site, which pre-
miered late last week, provides us with many
new ways of doing just that.

In addition to carrying all the news stories

i guess the days of the ink-stained wretch
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you can find in the Canton Observer, our new.

site features community forums and blogs
that will let readers like you interact with the
site and get in on the action. Our reporters
can’t be everywhere, and we realize often-
times people in the community are a great
source of news stories. Qur site allows people
to post the news that is important to them.

This week, I officially started a blog on
our Web site. I would have never believed it
myself a couple years ago. I've always been
one of those guys that would rather get
out and get my hands dirty than be sitting
behind a computer communicating in cyber-
space.

But [ have seen the light - or the future.
I have come to realize they are a unique
* way to communicate with people who have
similar ideas and concerns - a way to pass
on information. Isn't that what newspapers
have always been about? Now we can do it at
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nearly lightning speed.

I have decided to use my blog, which I
have called “Clearing the air by Kurt Kuban,”
to write and communicate about environ-
mental issues that impact our great state of
Michigan. \

In addition to being a journalist, I have *
been involved with efforts to clean up our
environment, including being a volunteer/
coordinator for Rouge Rescue, which has
allowed me to meet many, many people out
there who have begun to educate themselves
about issues impacting the environmeni. And
not just so-called tree-huggers. I'm talking
about school teachers, religious leaders and
their congregations, business owners, and
stay-at-home mothers who are concerned
about the well-being of their children.

1 hope my blog can be a place that we can
share information about our environment,
including the air that we breathe, the water
that we drink, and the natural world around
us. I hope people who have similar concerns
will post comments and use this as a forum
1o discuss issues that are important to them.
And if you disagree with what T have to write,
let me know. I'm a big believer in debating
issues. Usually I do it live and in person. Now
1 get to do it in cyberspace.

Better vet, you can set up your own blog on
www.hometownlife.com. Signing up is easy
and quick, and when you've done it you'll
have a whole new universe for your stories,
videos, pictures and opinions. We only ask
two things, really: 1) Keep it clean and 2) Use
it as often as you'd like.

To check out the blogs, visit the site and
click on “Voices & Views” and then on “Blogs.”
There you will see our staff blogs and com-
munity blogs written by people just like you.

Well, hopefully I'll see you in cyberspace
sometime soon. And for our readers who
aren’t quite sure how to turn on a computer,
or don’t mind getting a little newspaper ink
ot their hands, we'll still be printing the
Canton Observer twice a week. '

Kurt Kuban is community editor of the Canton
Observer. He can be reached via e-mail at kkuban@
hometownlife.com or by phone at {734) 459-2700. 0r,
try him at his blog!

A decades-lonq dream
dashed in a dreary basement

ecently, I experienced something I have
waited for my entire adult life: served
jury duty. :

1 know most folks equate jury duty with

a trip to the dentist or getting that annual
physical, but not me. Maybe it's due to how 1
make my living, but serving on
a jury has been a quest of mine
for nearly 30 years.

Having covered dozens of
trials over the years — from’
divorce cases to embezzlement
to murder — I've often won-
dered what it is like being one .
of the people empowered to
decide guilt or innocence. That
is a lot of pressure to place on
a person who may not have
a clue as to how our criminal justice system
works.

My big chance came recently, courtesy of
16th District Court in Livonia. Since it was
district court, I wasn't going to serve on a big
felony case, but hey, after waiting all these
years, I was ready for anything,

Told to report at 8:45 a.m., I arrived
promptly at 8:30 ready to go. As I pulled into
the lot, I noticed a line cutside the courthouse
entrance that extended guite a ways down the
sidewalk. And it had started to rain. _

I took my place in line, and began guess-

Joe Bauman
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* ing which of the assembled were defendants,

attorneys and fellow jurors. I surmised the
young man directly in front of me who casu-
ally flicked his still-lit cigarette onto the side-
walk no doubt fell into the defendant category,
perhaps on a littering charge.

The line came courtesy of a metal detector at
the entrance, which was so sensitive that nearly
every person I saw had to be further inspected
by a wand-wielding court officer. After a 10-
minute wait, my excitement grew as I was

checked in, handed a badge and a juror’s man-

ual, and told to head to the basement, where
the jury waiting room was located.

About two dozen people were in the waiting
room. [t appeared many walks of life and ages
were represented by the group, supporting the
notion that defendants are judged by a jury of
their peers,

After what seemed like an eternity (I
ignored the suggestion 1o bring reading mate-
riais), a court officer appeared and immedi-
ately pointed out to the group that he was not
responsible for us being there so don't take it
out on him. Obviously, most of the people he
has had to deal with did not share my enthusi-
asm for jury duty.

The officer gave us a quick rundown of the
day, and then had us watch a lengthy video
where the court magistrate reviewed in great
detail the judicial process and what our
responsibilities -— indeed, obligations — were
as jurors. The magistrate addressed the selee-
tion process and why (don’t take it personally)

some of us likely would be excused by elther
the prosecutor or defense attorney. If we actu-
ally made it onto a jury, we were given a stern
warning about not having any contact with
the parties involved in the case, and told we
could not discuss the trial with anyone until it
Was Over.

The magistrate then (still via vldeo) had us
raise our right hands and take what I guess
was the juror’s oath. The court officer did not
appesr to be making sure we all were in fact
raising our hands and replying “I do” at the
appropriate times.

When the video ended, the court officer
explained that serving jury daty is a slow pro-
cess, and urged us to be patient. We simnply
needed to stay in the room until our name was
called. And then he was gone. I looked around
the room, determining which of my fellow
jurors T would want (and not want) to serve
with, and whether I would be picked to serve
as jury foreman.

The room grew quiet as the moments
passed, with each juror pretty much keeping
to herself or himself. I settled in with a three-
year-old outdoors magazine ¥ had plucked
form a pile of yellowing periodicals stacked
next to the entrance,

I was half through a fascinating article on
bow hunting for 1,000-pound moose in north-
ern British Columbia when the officer popped
back into the room. |

This is it, I thought. I finally get to serve on
ajury.

But the officer had something else planned
entirely.

“Good news!” he exclaimed through a broad

-smile. “You are all free to go.”

What? Go where? What’s he talking about?

Before I could utter a word, the officer
explained there would be no trials sternming
from the day’s cases. “They all settled before
going to trial so your obligation for the day is
done,” he said to growing applause. With that,
the officer thanked us for our time and wished
us a great rest of the day. _

And jast like that, it was over. No grilling
from attorneys, no instructions from a judge,
no time spent in the jury box, no haggling over
who would be foreman.

I never even made it out of the basement.

And it wasn't even noon.

My hopes dashed and my spirit crushed,

I slowly ascended the stairs back up to

" the front desk to return my juror button.

Someone behind the counter urged me

to “bave a nice day,” not realizing my day

— indeed, my week — had just been ruined
by overly cooperative defendants and super-

. efficient prosecutars,

Hopefully, I won't have to another 30 years
tor that next summons to grace my mailbox.

Joe Bauman is managing edltor of the Eccentric Newspapers.
He welcomes feedback at jbauman@hometownfife.com.
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Onck gou gor o6 bW,
www.visitjiamaica.com

honeymoons.
MEDIA PARTNERS’

Delrail’

Atlas Vacation

www.atlasvacations.net

Come and enter a trip for two to Jamaica.
Moderate climate, lush tropical surroundings
and a unique culture makes Jamaica a truly
unforgettable getaway with the perfect blend
of adventure, elegance and practicality
compliments of Atlas Vacations, Your
Vacations People offering complete vacation
packages for airline tickets, hotel and villas
accommodations, sightseeing excursions,
cruises, spas, golf, weddings and

& NPR Station

987 f WoET 101.9FM A‘M580

JOIN THE FUN AT OUR 5™ ANNUAL SENIOR EXPO

VISIT THESE BOOTHS FR VALUABLE INFORMATION

COME AND ENTER TO WIN A TRIP FOR TWO TO JAMAICA
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2008
900a.m.-100pm.

Schoolcraft College Livonia Campus in the VisTaTech Center
Haggerty Road between 6 and 7 Mile Roads

2o ARG

Protect and Grow Your Money in Retirement

Rick Bloom of Bloom Asset Management in Farmington Hills is a fee only
financial advisor. His column Money Matiters appears every Thursday
and Sunday in The Qbserver & Eccentric Newspapers. He can be heard
Sundays on WTDK1400 radio. Rick is a licensed attorney and

Certified Public Accountant and has been named one of

the Top 250 Financial Planners by Worth Magazine.
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Bloom Asset Management Heartland - Dearborn Heights Michael Valerio CPA, PFS, LLC Teubert & Associates

Blue Cross Blue Shield Henry Ford Village Michigan Area Legislators Tri County Pain Consultants
Brightstar Healthcare Heartland Healthcare Centers New Liberty Bank Trupp Family Care Chiropractic
Cabinet Clinic Ing. - IHA Plymouth Internal Medicine Nexcare Vision Research Foundation

FREE PARKING

o WIN
. DETROIT TIGE
" TICKETS.

Waltonwood

Wellsbrook Premium Home Health Care
Wells Fargo Reverse Mortgage

West Haven Manor s
Westland Convalescent & Rehab Center
Woodhaven Retirement Community

Sponso_ed by The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and Schoolcraft College
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~ Gourmet Market |
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Califorina
Driscoll’s
Strawberries.

2/°5.00

Fresh
Califorina

Broccoli

- 2/F3.00

$1.50 bunch

% i
Salted L

Roasted o Raw N
Seeds '

Boarshead
Tavern Ham

$6 . 9 9 ib.
Honey Maple Turkey

$6¢99 1b. )
Co-Jack Cheese

*5.99 ..

Wine by Joe
/_ Pinot Gris-Oregon

*16.99

Sweet aromas of fresh cut pears, green apples
and hints of vanilla and creem, this Pinot
Gris will not disappoint you. The lght, clean
flavors in the mouth encompass citrus and
green apple, well-balanced by refreshing and
™, flinty acidity for a perfect and lively finish
with lingering hints of citrus rind. .

$7.99

=
\ jast “Best Buy
Wine enthysttﬂs tional

Joe’s
Chicken
Kabobs

$3099 ca. |

Long
Coffee Cakes
$2.99...

'All Varieties

Picnic Perfect Pair
Joe’s Salsa

2/*6.00
< Joe’s Original
” Corn Tortilla Chips

2/*4.00

- USDA i
‘Delmonico
- . Steaks

" Tender .

‘Butterfly Pork Chops

Jumbo
Sweet Vidalia -

-~ Onions

Frsh
Califorina
Head Lettuce

4 9¢ head .

- Joe’s Specials!
Sara Lee

X .Smoked Chicken or

Maple Honey Ham

6.99 1.

- Wine b Joe

Pinot Blanc- Oregon

*15.99

This wine leaps into your mouth and opens up  °

initially with aromas of stone fruit, vanilly,
pears and o hint of smokiness. The medium-
odied mouth feel delivers rich and rewarding
flavors of cream, vanilla, spice and peach
- JDbalence I? by reﬁ‘eh shingz;ﬁmgim
ify. i havern [ 3 regbn
P, 1%’?: now is the time to do it!

~ Joe’s Molasses

Baked Pork
& Beans

$1.99,

, B-aan Caramel é

Bumpy
CupCakes

Delallo Canned
- Black Olives
6 oz.

2/$3.0 Jar

Stop by the Old-Tyme Wood Cart
* for move Delallo Specials!

(248) 47

Flordia
_Fresh Tender

Green Beans<

99¢,

Cahadian
Red Ripe
Beef Steak

Tomatoes

21../*3.00

Dietz & Watson
Gourmet Lite Turkey __\
$7..99 1b. '
Honey Turkey

$7.99 .
Buffalo Chicken

¥7.99..

Wine by Joe |
Pinot Noir-Oregon

%21.99

This wine slips into your mouth with gorgeous,
rich blackberry aromas with a fouch of
teather, too. The flavors mirror the aremus s of st
BRI oyl

. with a soft and velvety mouthful which wraps o, S wine ;
v around your tongue delivering the impression i i b P‘“}ﬁ-’?;:ga
%’,’A . ice o
: ring o

By subflo per!
ok, The ws

of steelness from the soft, ripe tonnis.

Joe’s
BBQ Baby
Back Ribs

10.99..

Joe’s Key Lime Pie

%9.99..

Joe’s Strawberry Pie_
$12.99..

Cedar’s
Smooth-n-Creamy

| Hommus
o 2/°6.00

", All Varieties

iy

I
2.99 .. .

Save $4.00 cqp,

7

|Byrds Choice Meats|

Bun Size Sausage
Sweet or Hot Italian
or Fresh Bratwurst

only $3.98-m.

A,

Mock _
Chicken

only $4089 Ib.

090,89, 0s*3.98.

248-4'78-8680 * 33066 W. Seven Mile

Byrds Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm * Sun 9-§5

Prices for Byrd's

Walking distance
Good thru May 21st, 2008

from Joe's!

Prices Good
Through
May 18, 2008

Lome inde Joe's.. jor o wide selecion of fresh frutis &
vegetnbles. Joe's also offers a vuriety of domestic and imporied
wines & cheeses. Be sure o stop by our Deli & Prepared Depls
and chogse from a variety of items, Be sure fo stop by our
Cufé Depi. and gel o govrmed specialty drink brewed especialiy

. Seven Mileeld
(248} 4'77-4%3%
Joesproduce.conm

soe's Heowrs:
Mon-Bat o8
Bun 4hH



http://www.joesproduce.com




