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Opponents
give up on
Corriveau

Dad: Not

all

facts came out
at beheading trial

BY BRAD KADRICH “I offer this ... as adad. I
~ OBSFRVER STAFF WRITER believe those how know Alex
re c a X . will find my explanation
1 Pete Letkemann isn’t try-  easy to believe and (under-
. ing to make excuses for his stand) those who do not
BY TONY BRUSCATO son, and he knows nothing  know him may have some
- OBSERVER STAFF WRITER he says now, in the wake trouble.”
' of his son’s guilty plea to The elder Letkemann
State Rep. Marc Corrivean, second-degree murder in wanted to expound on vari-

D-Northville, won't have to the death and beheading of  ous points:

worry about a recall vote on
the Aug. 5 primary ballot after

Daniel Sorensen, will change
anyone’s opinion about

® Much was made at
trial of teens who heard

all. . ‘the case, or about his son, Orlewicz talk just days
Michigan . PADTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAFHER Alexander. before the murder about kill-
i Taxpayers Satem High School seniors Riley Kennysmith, left, and Ted Wakar are named King and (ueen during May Day But those opinions are ing Sorensen. According to
Alliance leader activities held at the school Friday afternoon. based on facts that came out  Letkemann, kids in that cir-
Leon Drolet during the trial of — and cle heard Orlewicz talk like
Thursday were used to convict — Jean  that “all the time” and didn’t
turned in more Pierre Orlewicz of Plymouth  take it seriously.
than 16,000 Township of first-degree Opinions offered in some
signatures to murder in the case. circles that teens who testi-
Corriveau . the Michigan The elder Letkemann fied to hearing those state-
Secretary of _ believes there are other facts, ments — principally Levi

State office for the recall of
House Speaker Andy Dillon,
D-Redford Township, but
admitted the group didn’t
have enovgh signatures to
recall Corriveau, whose 26th
. House District includes the
Plymouths, Northvilles, a part
“of Canton Township and the
city of Wayne.

“We just didp’t have enough

Celebration
follows
months of
research

which never came out during
Orlewice’s trial, that paint
a truer picture not only of
Alex’s involvement in the
crime, but of Alexasa per-

’ SOD o

. And thle he understa,nds
-~ and acknowledges — the

. seriousness of his son’s . -
crimes, he thinks judgments
should be made with all the

Webb and Sean Gaikowski
— could have done some-
thing to stop the murder are
unfair, according to Pete
Letkemann.

“They weren’t keeping
some deep, dark secret,”
Pete Letkemann said. “They
heard (Orlewicz) talk like
that all the time. It was only
in retrospect the comments

money,” Drolet said. “The BY BRAD KADRICH facts. were important to anyone.
Democrats hired an army QOBSERVER STAFF WRITER “There are some facts and  The media has vnfairly por-
of blockers who surrounded opinions that would have trayed them as if they were
petitioners at the Jocal library, After months of plan- come out had Alex gone to

township hall or post office;

intimidating people as much
as possible and blocking them

" from getting to the petitioners.

ning, research and hard
work, humanities stu-
dents at Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park weren't

Students at Salem High Schoof weave their way around the May Pole

trial,” Pete Letkemann said.

Please see TRIAL, A6

“We tried to avoid the block- going to let a little rain spoil ~ ‘during May Day activities at the scheol Friday afternoon.
ers hy collecting signatures their May Day celebration e
door-to-door, but the blockers Friday. . renaissanee festival at Bentley celebration provides a warm
went to the doors ahead of us ‘When Mother Nature Elementary School Friday feeling.
making allegations,” he added. dropped the rain on the out-  night. “When you try to plan
“It was really, really ugly door site of the annual cel- “There is a lot of research something so different, you
and we didn’t have enough ebration, the students simply  that goes into it, and (the never know what it's going
resources to fight them on a moved inside. celebration) is the fruition of  to look like,” said 18-year-old
number of different fronts.” The May Day commit- that.” Canton High Scheol David
MTA organized a rally Feb. tee started researching the The event featuerd the tra-  Catalan, one of the coordina-

11 in Livomia to begin the
recalls against Dillon and
Corriveaun for their votes in
favor of an income tax hike -
-Oct. 1to balance the state
budget. They needed more

tors. “The whole thing is a
learning experience, because
none of us has done anything
like this before. So when it
happens, it feels so good.”

ditional May Pole (and corre-
sponding May Pole dancing),
activities snch as juggling
and jousting, and period cos-
tumes, all put together by the
students following both on-
line and in-library research.

customs of western cultures
back in January, figuring out
what kind of clothing to wear,
activities to host, etc.

“We study the history of the
western world,” said humani-

ties teacher Shelly Bates, who tkadrich@hometownlife.com

Alexander Letkemann of Westiand, a former Livonia Churchilt student,
escribes the killing of Danie} Sorensen during testimony in Wayne

Please see RECALL, A8 was also to preside over a The success of the resulting  (734) 459-2700 County Circuit Court Wednesday.-
Canton prayer day draws a crowd
Ben Gutierrez leads the
: ceremenies during the
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS National Day of Prayer, the group  to take ownership of the event ing through the clou National Day of Prayer
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER said a prayer of repentance and sinee it didn't have an official In between prayers, the group event Thursday at Canton’s
then prayed for govermmentoffi-  coordinator: sang songs including America the Veteran's Memorial, while
In the same vein as other cials, school districts, families and CBC member Jane Terkoski Beautiful and God Bless America. Iraq War veteran and Marine
Christians all over the coutiry, fivefighters. took part in The Truth Project During the moments of spon- Mark Varney listens in.
about 100 people gathered at the “We have nothing withoutyou  and said she and the rest of the taneous prayer, one man's voice AVE CHENS
township’s Veteran’s Memorial and we are nothing without you,”  participants felt compelled tolead  quivered with emotion as he . _
Flagpole Thursday to offer their ~ said Ben Gutierrez, a WWIlvet-  the township’s National Day of began to pray for youth. God for freedom of the press, The local event included people
prayers for the nation. eran, as he prayed for those serv-  Prayer activities. “Is so hard to see wheremany  prayed for reporting that features  of all ages from Canton as well
“This is a good reminder of our  inginthe military “Lord, be with “We had the feeling of How youth are headed,” he prayed. - spirituality and family valuesand  as neighboring communities and
relationship to God,” said Tony gur serviceman.” - cottld we not do an ?"We “Somany are lostbut [ praythat  asked for blessings for the journal-  Beckett said he hopes the day’s
Beckett, senior pastor of Calvary Although the township has want to grow the community back  you send a touch, that yousend ists overseas covering the war. activities will continue to grow.
Baptist Church. “This letsus know  participated in the National Day ~ to God,” she said, addingthat she  a miracle and show themlove “Keep them safe with oar “This has been very encouraging
that we have towork on helping ~ of Prayer in the past, Beckett was grateful for the day’s pleasant - beyond (how) they have been troops,” he prayed, “Give themn and it’s very positive to see Canton
uphold the standards of truthin -~ said agroup from his churchthat  weather. “Godissogoodandwe  Joved before.” _ _ the courage to report thingsthat  officials here,” he said.
our society.” recently conpleted a program arethankful thatassoonaswe - ~ When praying for the media, are truthful and honest without :
In jts participation in the called'I‘heTi-uthProJectdemded' " started, we could see thesun com-  Mike Roberts of Canton, thanked  agenda” tiparks@hometownlife.com  {734) 459-2700
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ngh school team meets beats college racers
BY TONY BRUSCATO . before it goes into the engme) io B
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER accept the E-85 fuel, which is 85
percent ethanol and 15 percent

Students enrolled in i gasoline, derived mainly from
Plymouth-Canton Educational corn.
Park’s Advanced Automotive “We were testing it right up
Technology class had their work to the last day, but I was eonfi-
cut out for them when they were dent it would make it through
asked by Eastern Michigan the race,” Sawle said. “I was
University to take a used, gaso- surprised we beat out college

line-powered go-cart and turn it

into a sleek-looking competitive -

students, considering they are
engineering students. It was just

racing machine powered by E- a great feeling”
85 fuel. Trent Shelton, 18, of Canton
The catch: Complete the proj- said he was confident they
ect within a month and race it would meet the challenge, but
against seven teams composed he also wanted to be proud of
of college students from Bowling  Driver Ken Holman takes the cart for a spin outside the auto shop at Canton  the EMU/P-CEP entry.
Green State Umversrty most  High School. “We wanted to show quality,
of them engineering and phys- we dido’t want to show garbage,”
ics majors — in 2 16-mile Grand  helmet in disbelief. together an EMU racing team.  Shelton said. “We saw pictures
Prix road race. _ “It was a good whoopin,”said  Through his friendship with of the other carts and they didn't
There were long hours dedi-  Jim O’Connor, who teachesthe  ©’Connor, Tessmer — only four  look like this one.
cated by P-CEP auto tech stn-  high school class with Michael ~ weeks before the race — asked”  “The teachers gave us the
dents to hand-molding metal Duff. “If you empower kidsand  if P-CEP students could con- guidance and we did it our- - PHOTOSBY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
and fabricating supports, con-  teach them skills and attention  struct a competitive racing cart.  selves,”he added. “Tknewwe’d  Some of the crew that worked on the E85 cart are Trent Shelton, Brian
figaring the exact amount of to detail, they can do anything.  Knowing the odds, Tessmer run out front, but I was sur- Sawle, Kevin Stahl, Nick Thompson, teachers Mike Duff and Jim 0'Connor,
E-85 fuel for the 5.5-horsepower We all stepped up to the plate”  really just wanted an EMU prised we won. It was a huge and driver Ken Holman. '
Honda engine and painting the The challenge was put forth entry, even if it finished last. confidence boost.”
salvaged go-cart. by Al Tessmer, technology Tessmer got much more when O’Connor said it was difficult  he added, “The college kidshad  little more conceptual than what
Entering the alternative fuel  edueation professor at Eastern  EMU student Ken Holman fin-  finding the right mixture to three years to perfect their cars, we have, but they lack the build- -
race was supposed to be enough  Michigan University’s School ished second in time trialsand  convert the gasoline-powered 50 you would think they would ing skills we have,” he added.
expectation for the high school = of Technology Studies. Tessmer  then crossed the finish Iine to go-cart to one which ran on the  build this incredible powerhouse. “T'hey’re screaming in industry
students, but somebody forgot ~ worked one year at Bowling capture the checkered flag. E-85 blend. of technologically superior cars.  for people who can do both.”
1o tell them otherwise. On April  Green and helped start the “It was probably one of the “The fuel lines and seals need- I think they took it for granted Tessmer was obviously
12, the P-CEP team surprised Grand Prix tradition to bring toughest things I've done, espe-.  ed to be E-85 convertible, butit  they would win.” pleased the go-cart — which is
their college-age counterparts in  attention to alternative fuels, cially with the time constraints,” was mainly figaring out what Duff said P-CEP students had  on display at EMU — won the
winning the race convincingly ~ BGSU officials wanted to said Brian Sawle, 18, of Canton,  a gasoline engine wanted in to use much of their classroom  race. But equally as important
— by eight lengths — followed  involve other schools this year,  who remembers working some  regards to the E-85,” O'Conmnor ~ knowledge in readying the go- . are the lessons learned about
by a BGSU driver throwing his  and invited Tessmer to put nights until 10 p.m. to finish the said. “If you were to put E-85 cart for competition. alternative energy. -
go-cart. “We didn’t have allthe  into something that was set for “There's a ton of physics, “QOur whole intent is to get the
parts at first, so we had to order  gasoline, it would run way too engineering, math and sci- U.8. free of gasoline while devel-
them.” lean and it wouldn’t have any ence planned out to meet the oping more alternative sources
@hﬁﬁwﬂf Sawle helped fabricate the power. goals and objectives,” Duff said.  to drive prices down,” 'I‘essmerk
' chain guard and weld it on the “The kids had their hands “There’s thinking involved, and  said. “If we can get kids to thin
7 go-cart, paint it and work with  into every partofthiscar. We  hand and eye coordination,to  about aliernative energy, in the
&3 GANNET HOMETOWNLIFE.COM teammates on “jetting” the (teachers) just directed what develop it. process they’ll find the solutions
carburetor (mixing fuel with aiv  was needed to be done next,” “(The college students) area  weneed.”
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ALL BLUE DOT lTEMS'
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COMPLETE STOCK!

YOU WILL RECEIVE

* A Start and Finish Fitness Evaluation
» 30 Days Free on CurvesComplete.com —
the Complete Solution to Managing Your Weight

. , - Supervised Training from a Curves Trainer
874 Ann Arbor Rd. W
Plymouth, Mi
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30 Days for $30*
Work Out 3 Times. a Week for 4 Weeks
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Clerks round up seniors

BY TONY BRUSCATO
(BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Several hundred high school

 seniors at Plymouth-Canton

Educational Park took the first
step in voicing their opinions
this November in the presiden-
tjal and local elections.

Municipal clerks and their
representatives from Plymouth,
Plymouth Township and Canton
Township spent several hours
at each of the three high schools
this past week registering
seniors to vote. “In our office
we always have issues with
high school kids going off to
college and then trying to find
out how to register to vote and
receiving an absentee ballot at
school,” said Linda Langmesser,
Plymouth clerk, who organized
the effort. “If they sign upin
person, they can get an absentee
ballot their first election.

“The kids are excited wele

giving them the opportunity to
register and they dont have to
go elsewhere to do it,” she said.
“I think this election, because
of how controversial it is, might
encourage kids to get ont there
and voice their opinions,” -

Being able to voice her opin-
ion is why Erica Caudillo, 17, of
Plymouth registered to vote.

“1 think it's important because
we're the future,” said Candillo.
“I'm looking forward to voting,
though Pm a bit unsure because
I don’t know everything that’s
going on. But, I iry to follow it.”

Eric Piwowar, 18, of Canton -
Township, is aware of the low
voter turnouts in most elections.

“1 think everyone should vote .
and express their opinions,” said
Piwowar. “It's appalling to see
how many people you know who
don’t vote. 1 try to inform myself
as much as possible so I can vol:
accurately.” :

Plymouth Township Deputy

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Gina Giordano registers to vote in Plymouth Township.

ARY MERCY

Saint Joseph Mevey Health System

T

Clerk Joe Bridgman said those
registering were asking a lot of
" good guestions about voting and
absentee ballots.

“Many aren’t aware they can
register at 17 1/2-vears-old,”
Bridgman said. “As long as they
turn 18 by November they can
still vote in the general election.”

Jackie Shamus, representing
the Canton Township clerk’s
office, said she was surprised by
the number of students who reg-
istered to vote.

“The last time I did this 2-1/2
years ago I had about three kids
- fill out the form in 2-1/2 hours,”

Shamus said. “This time T had
about three kids in 10 seconds.
Definitely the kids are more

LIVON

St joseph Merey Livingston Hespital « St Joseph Marey Sefine Hospital « 5t Inseph Mercy Ans Arbor Hogpieat + St Mary Marey Livonta Hospital

o e e, A o,

Seniors who registered to vote

got a sticker like the one hefd by
Plymouth Towaship deputy clerk Joe
Bridgman.

S EL R

Students Eric Franka, Jackson Vaughn, Jessica Cicirelti, Andrew Inagni and .
Kyle Sanders register to vote with Canton Township's Jackie Shamus.

interested this time, and that’s
nice to see.”

75th Annirary |
Celebration
SALE!

Join Our
FOOD DRIVE
_ to benefit
“The Capuchin Soup Kitchen” |
Bring in non-perishable food items
% and you can Win A Fabulous Prize!

See store for complete
details!

Sale Hours:
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday
10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Thursday and Friday
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM
Saturday 10 AM to 5 PM

1933 jrweirns 2008
75 Years of Fomily Trust

29317 Ford Road 101 East Main Street
Garden City, Ml 48135 Northville, MI 48167
' 734.422.7030 248.349.6940

*Sale exciudes loose diamonds, Hearts On Fire®, Miid.moto, Pandora, and some select
designers. Prior sales, special orders, layaways, and repairs excluded. See store for complete
i details. Return this ad for 1,000 Diamond Points. Limit one ad per day. Expires 5/13/08. oz

D at

- 10%

when you open a
checking account.* Ask how.

*Anmual Percentage Yield (APY} is accurate as of 4/27/2008. Minimura apening balance requérement is $500; maxiaam is $2,500, Additionat deposits are not allowed during centificate of deposit (CD] term.
£ awaitable for new checking accaunt customers who have at least 15 transactions, such as il paymeits Girough online Zanking and ather debits and medits except interest degosits, or at least 5250 in
direct deposit of income per month. Penalty miay be imposed for early withdrewal on (0. A $100 penalty wil be impesed against (0 alance if checking account i clased before fnitial 6-month (D 1em

. expires ar if the checking account does not meet qualifying requirements, Rate effective for a limited time only. Valid only on acceunts opened with funds not aready an deposit With Flagstar Bank. Offer
cannot be combined with coepans or other special offers. The renawal interest rate and annual percentage yietd will be determined on your maturity date. Account fees could redice earnings. Not available
for public units. One (D altowed per primary checking account with qualifying requiremests, Ceriain restrictions may apply. Please contact your focal Flagstar banking center for moze information.
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: Chainber Iunéheon ‘

- The Canton Chamber-of
Commerce will hold its next
networking luncheon at 11:30
anm., May 14 at Suminit on the
_ Park in Canton. Guest speaker

will be Dave Wieme, communi-
-cation director of Palace Sports

& Entertainment.

Cost of the lunch is '$20.

Reservations are required

by Friday, May 9, and can be

made by calling the Chamber
- office at (734) 453-4040.
The luncheon is being spon-
sored by TDS Metrocom and
* Schoolcraft College.

Women wanted

The Cantony Business &

Professional Women (BPW),

- who promote full participation,
equity and economic self-suf-
ficieney for America’s working
wornen, will hold their next
monthly meeting from 6-8:30
p-m., May 12 at Palermo’s
Restaurant, 44438 Ford Road
in Canton {located in the strip
mali behind Murray’s Auto
Supply on north side of Ford
Road- east of Canton Center
Road). The guest speaker will
be Laura Fawcett, adualt ser-

-vices librarian at the Canton
Public Library.

- For more information please
contact June Nicholas at (313)

.. 610-2561 or junenicholas(@

comcast.net. Please RSVP for

"this meeting.

‘Explorer unit excels

The Canton Police
Depa.rtment s Explorer Unit
recently competed in the
28th Anmuial Governor’s Cap
competition held in Alpena.

. Approximatély 30 Explorer

teams from around the state
competed in four categories
including crime scene inves- .

tigation, domestic violence

scenario, felony traffic stop
and building search. Canton’s
team won first place in crime

* scene investigation and second
place in building searches, and

finished 6th overall in the com-
petition. :

The Canton Police Explorer
Unit is made up of students
ages 14-20 who are seri-
ously interested in exploring

. acareer in law enforcement. -

The program provides serious,
realistic exposure of the law
enforcement career. Explorers
in the program train bi-weekly
on a wide variety of topics.
Explorers are taught the pro-
cedures used by officers and
learn the basic elements of the

1 AROUND CANTON !

subject matter. Explorers must
also maintain the physical,
moral and scholastic standards
required to be 2 member in the
program.

Canton’s Explorer program is
funded through private dona-
tions and community fund-
raisers. For more information
about the program or to make
a donation, contact Sgt. Robert
Sidor at the Canton Police
Department, (734} 394-5400.

Mother's Day luncheon

In honor of Mother’s Day,
Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano will visit the
Canton Senior congregate
lunch on Wednesday May 7,
from 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. The
lancheon will be held in the
Maple/Oak room at Suinmit
on the Park, located at 46000
Summit Parkway. There will
also be bingo and door prizes.

The lunch menu will include
ham with fruit sauce, peas
with mushrooms and sweet
potatoes. Reservations for the
Mother’s Day lunchieon are
required and must be made
by noon, May 6 by-calling the
Senior Desk at (734) 394-5485.
There is no fee required to
attend this luncheon for par-
ticipants 60 and older, but a

R

Ma:{e Wlotﬁer s @ay Speciall

Sunday, May 11, 2008

Enjoy a relaxing Mother’s Day Brunch set in a Tropical Garden Atrium
~ with Cascading Waterfalls at the Embassy Suites Hotel Livonia.
Executive Chef Michael Stewart has designed a fabulous menu including a
dehghtﬁli array-of desserts that is sure to please the entire famﬂy!

~Breakfast Station ~ .
Three Cheese Scrambled Eggs « Cheese Blintz with Assorted Fmsh an Toppmg

Crispy Hash Browns O’Brien » Fresh Sausage and Crispy Bacon
Have it Yont Way Omﬁ%ats » Make it Your W&y Wafﬁ%

‘ J r g e
Top Studio” recognition
The students of the planetdance dance studio in Canton recently competed at the KAR Dance Competition at
Farmington Mercy High School and the studio was awarded “Tep Studio.” More than 500 entries were at the local
competition. Planetdance has students that compete in jazz, tap, ballet, lyrical, musical theatre and hip hop. The
team consists of B0 students that are from Westland, Canton-and Livonia. “These kids have worked so hard af
year long and it was great to see their hard work and dedication pay off. I'm so very proud of each and everyone

* pf the dancers,” said Jen Toby, owner/director of planetdance, which is located at 7281 N. Lilley Road. For more

informaticn about the studio, call (734} 414-0641 or visit www.planetdancestudio.com.

donation of $2.25 is suggested.-

The Tuncheon fee for those not
yet 60 years of age is $4.

Mother/son dance

Moms, aunts, and grand-
mothers can treat the special
young men in their lives to an
evening of fun and dancing
at Canton Leisure Services’
annual Mother/Son Dance on
Friday, May 9, from 6:30-8:30
p-m. in the Grand Ballroom
of the Sumniit on the Park,
located at 46000 Summit
Parkway.

Light refreshments will be

served and a professional pho-

tographer will be at the dance
to take souvenir photos for an
additional fee.

This is an event especially
organized for boys of all ages
and the special mother figure

in their lives. The evening will ,

be topped off with a special
balloon drop.

Tickets for the event go sale
‘Wednesday, April 30 and are
just $8 for adults and $6 for
children.

Tor more information, visit
leisure.canton-mi.org or call
(734) 394~-5460.

Relay for Life

This year’s Relay for Life of
Canton will be held at Heritage
Park on May 17-18, and offers
everyone in the community an
opportunity to participate in
the fight against cancer.

This year marks 10 years
for Relay For Life of Canton,
featuring a new Fight Back
Ceremony at 10:45 a.m. on
May 17. While the Luminaria
and Survivor Ceremonies offer
time to remember those lost to

~ cancer and celebrate those who.
have won the battle, the Fight

Back Ceremony gives everyone
a chance to make a personal
commitment to how theyre
going to take action against
cancer.

If you are interested in start-
ing or joining a team, log on to
www.relayforlife.org and fol-
low the links to the Relay For
Life of Canton page. If you're
not able 1o join a teamn, simply
log on to make a denation. For
more information, call Jamie
Chapman (248) 663-3419.

Canton Lions anniversary

Come and celebrate Canton

Lions Club’s 40th Anniversary
at a dinner dance on Friday,

June 6, at 6 p.m. It will be held
at the Cady/Boyer barn behind

- the Bartlett Travis house at

500 N. Ridge Road.

The anniversary party will
include 2 catered dinner, pop/
coffee, raffles and 50s and
60s music by Canton’s own
Fairview featuring Ron and
Albert Muniz on guitar and
lead vocals, Chat Atwell on
bass and Kdrl Zarbo on druins.

The Canton Lions Club is
involved in many note-worthy
local and world-wide commu-
nity service projects such as:
Liberty Fest and Relay for Life
Pancake Breakfasts, August’s
Corn Roast, White Cane sale
and collecting glasses for Third
World Countries. All donations
will be given back to the com-
munity and/or to the blind and
hearing impaired.

To secure your reservation,
please make checks payable
to the Canton Lions for $25

- per person and mail to Nancy

at 42764 Woodbridge Road,
Canton, MI 48188 by May 15.
For more information, please
call (734} 981-0486 or e-mail
nrybar@yahoo.com.

Since retiring from Major League Baseball in 1984, Frank {former pifcher for the Detroit

You're invited to come and haar...

 Frank and
Cathy Tanana

Mother’s Day
May 11 at 10:45 a.m.

| Calvary Baptist Church
43065 Joy Road, Canton |

{between Main Btreet and Lilley Road]
734-455-0022 www.chejoy.ory

Chocolate Fondue wﬁh Bﬁﬁkabie mhg‘hts Aise Peatunng Eugaz‘«Frae Desserts

Adults.. $32 95 Children 6-12...$13.95
Children 5 & Under.. FREE

Seating Times Available: 11:30 - 12:30-1:30-2:30

Make your reservation today...734.462.6000

EMBASSY SUIES HOTEL®
Detroit - Livonia/Novi « 19525 Victor Parkway « Livonia = 734.462.6000

W%W%@’*%&Zf&w&.

0E08600425

L,

Tigers) and Cathy have been active in ministry in their home church and commumnity. Cathy
is Director of Women's Ministries at Highland Park Baplist Church in Southfield, and Frank
has many opporiunities to share his love for Jesus Christ through speaking engagements
here at home and around the counlry.

Frank and Cathy will be speaking in the moming service, You are invited to join us for this
special moming celebrating momst

OEQES00438

An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residenis.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Bairier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-On Call Nurse Practitioner
-Planned Activities

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management 1
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Incontinence Management

-Beauty & Barber Shop

CAN'I'ON

8121 Lilley, Located beiween Joy & Warren Roads

OCEOB469830 4
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Sunset at
the Zoo'
set for
June 20

The Detroit Zoological
Society’s annual Sunset at the
Zoo fund-raiser takes place 7-
11:30 p.m. Friday, June 20.

Presented by General Motors
and Saturn, the year’s wildest
party features a strolling supper,
zoo-themed martinis, Hve enter-
tainment, dancing, and live and
silent anctions. The event is held
rain or shine, and the zoo closes
at 2 p.m. that day in preparation
for the festivities.

More than 2,000 zoo support-
ers are expected to attend the
2008 Year of the Frog-themed
event. A strolling supper offers
tastes of signature dishes from
40 of the area’s finest restau-
rants, the Jerry Ross Band enter-
tains throughout the evening,
and guests have access to the
zo0's award-winning animal
habitats as the sun goes down.
Attire for the evening is “elegant
summer chic.”

The live auction includes “zoo-
nique” items such as a gourmet
dinner for 12 with the polar
bears at the zoo's Arctic Ring of
Life, a behind-the-scenes tour
for four with the zoo's night staff,
the Ultimate Zoo Birthday Party
and Overnight Experience for
20, and a custom piece of zoo-
themed jewelry from Jules R.
Schubot Jewellers.

Tickets for Sunset at the Zoo
range from $125 to $500 per
person. A Benefactor Party will
be held on Tuesday, May 20, at
the Bloomfield Hills home of
Jennifer and David Fischer for
those purchasing $500 tickets.
A VIP Reception will be held at
the zo0’s National Amphibian
Conservation Center 6-7 p.m.
Friday, June 20, for those pur-
chasing $500 and $250 tickets.
Tickets can be ordered by phone
at (248) 541-5717, Ext. 3750, or
online at www.detroitzoo.org.

Sunset at the Zoo is also sup-
ported by Comerica Bank, Crain
Communications, Dining in the
Wild!, Jaffe Raitt Heuer & Weiss,
P.C., JP Morgan Chase, Sue
and Alan J. Kaufman, Sirategic
Staffing Solutions and Unique
Expressions. Co-chairs for this
year’s event are Beverly Bantom
of Farmington Hills, Margaret

-Ogden of Grosse Pointe and Lois
Shaevsky of Bloomfield Hills.

2008 Year of the Frogis a
global public awareness cam-
paign to focus attention on
endangered amphibians and the
critical work being done by zoos
and aquariums to save them. The
Detroit Zoological Society is sup-
porting the worldwide initiative
with special events, fund-raising
activities, educational opportu-
nities and community outreach
efforts throughout the year.

The Detroit Zoological Society
is a nonprofit organization that
operates the Detroit Zoo and
Belle Isle Nature Zoo. Sitnated
on 125 acres of nataralistic
exhibits, the Detroit Zoo is locat-
ed at the intersection of 10 Mile
Road and Woodward Avenue,
just off 1-696, in Rayal Oak.

The Detroit Zoo is open daily
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. April through
October — with extended hours
until 8 p.n. Wednesdays during
July and August - and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. November through
March. Admission is $11 for
adults 13 to 61, $9 for senior
citizens 62 and older, and $7 for
children ages 2 to 12; children
under 2 are free. For more infor-
mation, call (248) 541-5717 or
visit www.detroitzoo.org.

The Belle Isle Nature Zoo is
open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. year-
round and provides educational
programming with interpretive
staff support from the Huron-
Clinton Metroparks.

For more information, call
(313) 852-4056.
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Verizon Wireless Exclusive.
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> Turn-by-turn directions with VZ N

o

Touch Screen Venus™ by G
Verizon Wireless Exclusive

>V CAST Music &Video capable _
> Turn-by-turn directions with VZ Navigator®
Lowest priceever! - '
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after sebate

LG VXB350: $119.99 2y, price - $50
mail-in rebate. With new 2-yt. activation.

BroadbandAccess and
NationalAccess capable.
$50 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in
rebate. With new 2-yr.
activation on a $59.99/5GB
BroadbandAccess plan.

Switch to America’s Most
Reliable Wireless Network.

.. verizonwireless.com/specials
AUTHQR*ZED RiTAﬁ.ERS Equipment prices, models & setimn padicy vasy by location.

Authized Ratailers may impose addittonal equigment siated charges, induding tanceflation fees.

- 1.877.2BUY.VZW

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES

BLLEN PARK FARMINGTON HILLS Twelve Oaks Mal TROY CANTON NORTHVILLE YTKA
Y128 Fairtane D, 30T Orchard Lake Rd. {towier level play area) 1913E BigBeaverRd. | Coltularand More Ceftalar Cellutions Mobile2Mobite Wireless
Faitlane Green {southwast cornerof PORTIACAWATERFORD {Troy Sposts Center) 734-404-0191 483493116 S86-739-9977
I13-277-8255 Orchard fakeRd.& 454 Telegraph Rd. 248-526-0040 T34-98 1440 GXFORD WARREN
AUBURN HILLS MileRd) {actoss from Surmmi Oakdand Mall CLARKSTON Wireless Network Maltilinks
Great Lakes Crossing 248-338-9900 Piace Mall (iasidm?ain entra?ce, Cefiatar Technologies M3-628-8400 586-497-9800
fall FENTON H4B-335-9900 aext tofond count TAB-6I5- 1108 PLYMOUTH Vreloss Natwork
HEI337% 17245 Sitver Phwy. ROCHESTER HILLS WARREN CLAWSON 20/20Communications 5865737595
BRIGHTON {In the Sears Plaza) 3035 5. Rochester Rd. SH5TwelvetleRd, | Communications USA 734-456-3200 WEST BLOONBIELD
8189 Challs, Ste. € 830-629-2733 {at AubumRd) Heritage Village 248-280-6390 Viireless USA Global Wireless
{oft Grand River, FT.GRATHOT 48-853-0550 5B6-578-03%5 COMMERCE 734-415-9510 HMR-EBTTHD
infront of Targeth 4129 24th Ave, SOVAL DAK WESTLAND Cellutar Source
810-225-4789 810-385-1231 301 W . ROSEVILLE WiXom
sodvward Ave. 35105 Warren Rd. 24%-360-9400 Authorized Celiutar Auto Orie
CANTON LAKE OREON {atHormandy) {outhwest corner Wireless Tomorrow 58526664 HA60-0500
3 3 4177 n 3 -
pom,  Sigew  meo o ghogoes WO waex s
{ ey s Canton borth ofthe Palace) ST.CLAIR SHORES FARMINGTON HILLS Cellular Cellutions Celiular Connections
‘ 26401 Harper Ave, OR VISIT THE Celiular City 185821100 734-675-9400
Carners) 248-393-6800
OV Milg) VERIZON WIRELESS 8-848-8500
734-844-0481 LyoNI 596714010 STOREAT Fusion Communications
DEARBORN 20523 Plymouth Re. SOUTHEIELD GROUITCITY 50 | FERNDALE . 285070
2447 Ford Rd, {at Middlebett) 28117 Teleqraph Rd. AUBLRNHIELS v 2?8—%2?’;2 © %ﬂ tYoR
{ist west of Telegraph) 734-513-9077 (south of 12 Mfe ) NEWS - Celitity
313-278-4431 MONROE 483583700 BIOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP | F1.GRATIOT HE-587-1100
i i BRIGHTON Wireless Solutions
Faitfane Mali T MallRd, STERLING HEIGHTS £10-385.3400 SOUTHFIELD
(3 floot next to Sears) {in front of Kohi) 2511 ParkAve, DEARBORN 385 Wireless HSA
3134410168 7342414099 M-SORM53, wﬁ GROSSE POINTE 3395222
DETROT NORTHVILLE ltica Park Plaze) isonnears | ithorized Ceflutar STERLING HEIGHTS
126 Woedward TireeGenerations Plza 586-997-6500 Novl 2;(1‘;;%0 Inthatand Gt
{hodel T Plaza} 20580 Haggerty Rd. { akeside Mall ROSEVILEE 0 - 16
388673 BA-TI-0148 foweriewel Searscourt}  TAVLOR Authorized Cellafar Wireless Hetwork
300 Renaissance Certer NOWi TAVLOR THOY S86-566-8555 586-997777
Jevel 1 hetueen 43025 12 Mile Rd. 23495 Eureka Re. WESTLAND MONROE TAYLOR
fowers 2008 300) {Tweive Daks Service Dr, {across fram Herkimer Radic Cell Phone Warchotise
48-305-6600 TH-28T-1770 Herkimer Joo RAY
N COLLABORATION WiTH Free Handset Software Upgrade! 734-384-7001 The Wireless Shop £ s
MT CLEMENS 8458111 '
Alcatel-Lucent > € € € T | pthorized Cellular Proud sponsor ofthe
See store for BeturniExchange Palicy. | 586-468-7300 Toit Fistons

Our Surcharges (incl, Fed. Univ. Sve. of 11.3% of interstate & int '] telecom charges {varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/ime. &others by area) ave not taxes {details: 1-283-634-1888);
gov't taxes & our surcharges could add 9% — 33% to your bill, Activation fee/line: $35 (525 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts).

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Sublect to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & cradft approval. Up to $T75 early termination fee line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not
available everywhere. Device capabifities: add’l charges and conditions apply. Rebates take up fo 6 weeks, Limited-time offers. While supplies last, Sipping charges may apply. €008 Yerizon Wireless MODA

2

§

(i

Find your

N

High Yield Savings

N

(o] APY 2 Charter One
BLANCES OF Not your typical bank®

$50,000 OR HIGHER

Security and flexibility. Together at last.

The smart savings option from a bank you can count on.
.Call 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find your fit at charterone.com

/

Charter One Membe: FDIG. High Yield Savings account Annwal Percentage Yield (APY) hased on coll'ected balances for new personal accounts: 2.75% APY for balances of $50,000 and greater, 2.50% APY for balances of $10,000 to $49,999, 1.00% APY for balances up to $9,999. Fees may reduce eamings. See 2 banker for FDIC coverage amounts

and transaction limitations. Accounts cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimista opening deposit is required. Minimum transaction of $10,000 for withdrawals. Noaqualifying transaction fae of $25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in & statement period. All accounts and sesvices subject 1o approval. APYs acterate as
of publication date and may changa Defore or atter account opaning. Personal accounts only. $5,000,000 maximurn daposit per customer. Ofier valid in MI only. This offer is subject to change ard may be withcrawn at any time. Chartey One is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A.
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TRI Al to turn my back on him ... he IN ALEX'S ““nns
had just done this to someone “Every day | wish | would have
FROM PAGE Al he’d known for years, what made better choices. | was in

co-conspirators in some way,
and this is wrong. They were
doing their best to put a killer
behind bars. )
“I know of at least a half-a-
dozen other kids who heard
the same thing (Orlewicz -
talking about killing),”
Pete Letkemann added.
“Everyone’s been to a party
and heard someone talking
crap and they said, ‘Yeah,
right.”

. M While drugs were always
on the periphery, there really
wasn't iouch testimony about
drugs during Orlewicz’s trial.

- However, Pete Letkemann
acknowledges, Alexthad
“started doing some seri-
ous drugs.” In fact, the elder

Letkemann said, the $100
debt Alex was trying to clear
by helping Orlewicz clean up
after Sorensen’s murder was
drug-related.

According to his father,
Alex Letkemann thought
humoring Orlewicz by going

along with his plan would buy-

him some time to pay back
the $100. When Orlewice
aborted the initial plan
(Tuesday, Nov. 6), it cemented
the idea in Alex’s mind that
Orlewicz was “talking more
crap like he always did,” Pete

- Letkemann said.

B The murder happened
the next day. Letkemann tes-
tified he’d been drinking and
said he “froze” when Orlewicz
began stabbing Sorensen.

In a statement he gave
Canton police that was vid-
eotaped — which was played
at the preliminary hear-

ing in December, but not at
Orlewicz’s trial — Letkemann
professed fear. “I was afraid

wotuld he do to me?”

“(Alex) was messed up,
there’s no doubt about it,”
Pete Letkemann said. “I know
through his friends he had
been doing some (drugs) at
the time. That night, when it -
was going on; he was deathly
afraid, absolutely.”

-W The day after the mur-
der, Alex Letkemann first
declined, then agreed to help
Orlewicz dispose of evidence.
While his father believes
“this is the only crime Alex
commitied; some of you will
disagree,” he thinks Alex at
that point was just trying to
“make it go away.”

On Friday, Nov. 9, the
younger Letkemann’s mind

. began to clear, according to

his father, and the enormity
of what he’d done began to
sink in. According to Pete
Letkemann, his son was
worried Orlewicz might “do
it again,” because of talks
Orlewicz had about “mistakes
he’d made ... he wouldn't
make again.”

Letkemann wound up giv-
ing three different statements
to police and, according to his
own testimony in Orlewicz’s
trial, was untruthful in all
three of them. It wasn't until
he got his plea deal in April
that Letkemann told law
enforcement the entire truth,
even though he had helped
police find Scrensen’s head.

Still, the Letkemann family
bristles at the idea Alex testi-
fied to “cop a deal and save
himself.” In fact, according
to Pete Letkemann, Alex had
wanted to testify long before
the April I plea arrangement.

“The entire time Alex was
in jail he said he wanted to

Alex Letkemann {center) with dad Pete and mom Diane.

testify to make sure JP could
never hurt anyone again,”
Pete Letkemann said. “We
convineed him to wa.lt (for a
deal).”

Defense attorney Raymond
Cassar of Farmington Hills
— who Pete Letkemann
said “did a wonderful job”

- said his client wanted to
put everything right from the
beginning.

* “Every time I went to visit
with Alex, he indicated to me
how sorry he was,” Cassar
said. “Alex always wanted to
do the right thing. What I'd
hoped the judge would have
done, was not to judge Alex
by the misdeed, but by the
corrective measures he took
afterward. I wounld hope she’d
give him more credit than
that.”

At sentencing, Judge

Annette Berry criticized
Letkemann for his inability
to come up with an appropri-
ate answer to her lone ques-
tion: “Why?” But the victim’s
parents, James and Kimberly
Sorensen, forgave Alex dur-
ing their statements and even
offered to speak on his behalf
when he comes up for parole.

Tt was a gesture filled with
meaning for Letekmann’s
family.

“I knew (the Sorensens)
were good people ... I still
didn't know ... what they real-
ly felt,” Pete Letkemann said.
“When they saw the work we
did trying to get the real’
Alex out there, they began
to understand these weren’t
two peas in a pod cooking up
some sinister plot in the base-
ment. I'm grateful they were
able to see that. I can't tell

you how much that means. It
means everything.”

With the trial and sentenc-
ing behind them — Berry
imposed the 20- to 30-year
sentence prosecutors and
Cassar agreed upon — Pete
Letkemann said the family’s
focus is on the future. He said
his talks with Alex don’t cen-
ter much on the case, but on
staying focused.

“I've got a daughter,
Amanda, who is having a
hard time with this, even
though she’s a strong person
and has a strong group of
friends,” Pete Letkemann
said. “With Alex, it’s getting
him focused and keeping him
upbeat and working toward
the future. He plans on going
full-tilt for any educational
opportunities he can grasp.
He understands at some

a terrible situation and made
the worst decision possible. |
take complete responsibility for
my actions. When somebody
asks why | was involved at all

I say, ‘| don't know' because |
honestly can't think of & reason.
I really don't think there is an
acceptable explanation, but I
will say this: The whole scene
went fo the extreme in seconds.
| was overwhelmed with shock
and fear. My mind was clouded
by intoxicants and instead of
doing something, | froze. | know
}should have done everything
differently and | will forever be
in debt to my conscience. | hepe
that some will remember that

in spite of my incredible lack in
judgment, | went to the police
and cooperated in giving them
information, helping fo solve the
case. | then testified, not for my
own piece of mind, but for that
of the Sorensen family. | am so
grateful for their forgiveness
and | admire their courage and
strength. | made a very severe
mistake, but | was glad to be
able to insure praper justice and
closure to this case. | know | did
the right thing. In doing so, 1 was
given another chance at life,
with which | will show everyone
| can be the persen they know

I am. | plan to do everything to
help others in any way possible.”

places he’s going to be able to
work on his music (he writes
music and plays guitar), and
he’s excited about that.”

bkadrich®hometownlife.com

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

Notice ig hereby given that the City of Plymouth will accept sealed
bids until 2:00 PM, EDT on Thursday, May 22, 2008, at 201 South
Main Street, at which time all propesals received shall be publicly
opened and read aloud for:

Crowd Conirol Fencing

Specifications, bid documents, and proposal forms may be obtained
_from the office of the Purchaging Agent during regular office hours.

The City Commission reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
bids, in whole, or in part, and to waive any irregularities.
Address bids to:
LINDA LANGMESSER, CMC/AAE
PLYMOUTH CITY CLERK
201 SOUTH MAIN STREET
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170

I a sealed envelope bearing the inscription:

Crowd Control Fencing
For opening: Thursday, May 22, 2068

If you have any questions or if you would like to view the existing
equipment, please contact:

Chris Porman

Notice is hereby given thdt on Monday May 19, 2008 Tate & Co.
Auctioneers, Executive Administrator for Extra Space Storage, will
be offering for sale under the judicial lien process by public anetion,
the following storage units. The goods to be sold are generally
described as household goods. The terms of the sale will be cash only.
Extra Space Storage reserves the right to refuse any and all bids.
The sale will be at the following location: EXTRA SPACE STORAGE,
6729 N, CANTON CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:00 PM.

Alan Ray Brown D153 10x20  Grinder, 11 Totes, 2 VCRs,
Shop vacuum, Various
Household/Garden Tools,
Containers, I Gun Safe,
Trai/Mountain Bike, 2
Lamps, 1 Fishing Rod, Large
Tool Chest, Chest of Wicker
Drawers, Quiver with Arrows
D155 10x10  Misc. Restaurant and Ice

Cream Equipment

Canton Ice Cream
Center c¢foBrian
Basienke
Christoper Donoghue FE189 10x10  Entertainment Center, Curio
: Cabinet, 16+ Boxes of Misc.
Goods, 7 Board Games,
Egquipment Bag, 2
Bookshelves, 2 Standing
Halogen Lamps, 30”
Superman figure, Dish

Plymouth Charter Township has received an application
requesting Special Land Use Approval for Outdoor Storage in a
Industrial District, (IND), on Tax ID R78-016-62-0014-303,
pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 39, Section 19.2-9. The property
is located on the east side of Plymouth Osks Boulevard, south of
M-14 Expressway, west of the CSX Railroad, and north of the City
of Plymouth, at 43939 Plymouth Oaks Boulevard.

Application 1988/0408

Applicant, I]mur Engmeenng, Inc.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION For parcel description, see tax records
.based on Tax ID No. R-78-016-02-0014-303.

The application may be examined at the Plymouth Township -
Division of Public Services, Community Development Department,
during regular business hours from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. Written
comments will be received prior to the meeting and may be mailed
to 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Blymouth, MI 48170 or call 734-354-3270,
ext. 6. The meeting will be held in the Meeting Room at Township
Hall which is located at 9955 N. Haggerty Rd. Plymouth Township,
M7 48170,

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: The Charter Township of Plymouth will
provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as
gigners for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed
materials being considered at all Township meetings to individuals
with disabilities af the meetings/hearings upen one week notice to
the Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the
Supervisor’s Office, 99556 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, MI 48170,
Phone 734-354-3201. TDD users: 800-849-3777 (Michigan Relay
Service). )
KENDRA BARBERENA, Secretary
Planhing Commission

Publish: May 4, 2008
OEOBBINET - 2B

Assistant Director
Municipal Services Department Network DVE.
(734) 453-7737
Publish: May 4, 2008 ' OROGB00474-254.5 - Pablish: May 4, 2008 GEGS600201-224.5
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
PLANNING COMMISSION 7 PLANNING COMMISSION
PROPOSED ACTION: Request Approval of a Special Land Use .
gﬁg 8%? %ﬁg },‘_’godlif;;aﬁ May 21,2008 PROPOSED ACTION: Request Approval of a Special and Use
y i . DATE OF HEARING: Wednesday, May 21, 2008
PLACE OF HEARING:  Plymouth Township Hail TIME OF HEARING:  7-00 p.m.
9955 North Haggerty Road PLACE OF HEARING: Plymouth Township Hall,
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of 9955 North Haggerty Road

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planming Commission of
Plymouth Charter Township has received an application requesting
Special Land Use Approval for a Gymnastics Facility in an
Industrial District, (IND), on Tax ID R78-009-01-0004-302, pursuant
to Zoning Ordinance No. 99, Section 19,2-14. The property is 1ccated

on the east side of Keel Street, south of Five Mile Road, west of Cleat

Street, and north of Helm Street at 15180 Keel Street.

Application 1989/0408

Applicant, ]_']uro Stars

C-

L

B 7 V .
f:-....' I

NN T SN

The application may be examined at the Plymouth Township
Division of Public Services, Community Development Department,
during regular business hours from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. Written
comments will be received prior to the meeting and may be mailed to
9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, M1 48170 or call734-354-3270, ext.
6. The meeting will be held in the Meeting Room at Township Hall
which is located at 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth Township, M1,
48170,

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: The Charter Township of Plymouth will

\\ ?IHI T,

- provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as

signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed
materials being considered at all Township meetings to individuals
with digabilities at the meetings/hearings upon ocne week notice to
the Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the
Supervisor's office, 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, MI 48170.
Phone 734-354-3201. TDD users: 800-849-3777 (Michigan Relay
Service).

KENDRA BARBERENA, Secretary
Planning Commission

Publish: May 4, 2008 OEQ6600350-2x8
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Med school grad

Wayne State University
School of Medicine pre-
sented the degree of Doctor

" of Medicine to Jennifer Anne

Foess. She is a 1999 graduate of
Plymouth Salem High School
and graduated with High
Distinction
§| from the
B University of
Michigan in
2003 with a
| bachelor of
science degree
in anthropol-
ogy-zoology.
She is a first-
year resident
physician in the Department of
Family Medicine at Oakwood
Hospital.

Foess is the daughter of
David and Barbara Foess of
Canton.

Foess

National Merit
Scholarship winners

Three Canton students were
among the first group of 2008

- National Merit Scholarship

‘winners announced this week.
Approximately 1,100 out-
standing high school seniors
have won National Merit
Scholarships financed by about

200 companies, foundations,
and other business organiza-
tions.

Daniel R. Jonik, who attends
Catholic Central High School
in Novi, won the National
Merit General Dynamics
Scholarship. General
Dynamies, headquartered in
Virginia, has leading market
positions in business aviation,
information systems, ship-
building and marine systems,
and land and amphibious
combat systems. Jonik hopes
1o have a career in electrical
engineering.

Xin-Kan Su, who attends
Canton High School and
hopes to go into biomedical
engineering someday, earned
the National Merit Lockheed
Martin Scholarship. The

" Lockheed Martin Corporation

Foundation supports Merit
Scholarship awards for chil-
dren of Lockheed Martin
employees located throughout
the world. |

Yuhan Zhao, who attends
Salem High'School, earned
the National Merit Mckesson
Scholarship. McKesson
Corporation is the leading
provider of supply, information
and care management prod-
ucts and services designed to
reduce costs and improve qual-
ity across healthcare.

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
ADVERTISEMENT

Sealed proposals for the construction of the City of Plymouth 2008
Sidewalk Repair Program will be received by the City Clerk, City of
Piymouth, Michigan, 201 S, Main Street, until 2:00 PM. Local Time
on Tuesday, May 27, 2008 at which time and place all bids will be
publicly opened and read: :

Major Estimated Quantities are:

4” Concerete Sidewalk 15,000 S.F.
6" Concrete Sidewalk Driveway Approach or Ramp 5,000 S.F. .
8” Concrete Pavement Replacement 1,400 S.F.
12” Reinforced Concrete Pavement Replacement 1,000 S.F.
3/4” Expansion Anchored Hook Bolts 700 EA.

Specifications may be obtained from Dietrich, Bailey and
Associates, P.C., 107 South Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan after
May 5, 2008 for a non-refundable charge of $30.00 per set. Bid
documents will be mailed for an additional charge of $10.00.

Specifications may be examined at the City of Plymouth Clerk’s
Office, 201 Sputh Main Street, Plymouth, Michigan without charge.

Questions on the project may be directed to the City of Plymouth
Municipal Services Department at 734-453-7737 Ext. 136.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a Certified Check in the
amount of 5% of the bid, payable to the Owner, as securify for
acceptance of the Coptract. A bid bond in the Michigan Standard
Form issued by an approved surety company may be furnished in
lieu of a Certified Check.

No bidder may withdraw his proposal within 60 days after the date
get for the opening thereof.

The right is reserved by the Owner to re_}ect any or all proposals,
either in whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities therein.

Linda Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: May 4, 11 & 18, 2008
. OFOB586086 - 246
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Hayes Jones talks about his passions - sports and SMART

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Hayes Jones, the gen-
eral manager of the Suburban
" Mobility Authority for
Regional Transportation,
knew he was at the Plymouth
Kiwanis Club meeting
Thursday to talk about the ris-
‘ing SMART bus ridership and
an increasing need for subur-
ban communities to opt back
into the system.

But Jones, chosen as
SMART’s GM about a year
ago, couldn’t keep himself from
starting his speech with some
reminiscences about what
he called his “first passion”
~ sports.

The 1964 Olympic gold med-
alist in the 110-meter hurdles
took the opportunity to thank
the Kiwanis Club, ashe has
done many times over the
years, for helping him realize
the potential he displayed on
the playgrounds of Pontiac so
many years ago.

Jones attributes his success
to a program the Kiwanis Club
started in Pontiac in the late
1940s, “Little Olympies,” that
gave children a chance to excel
at football, basketball and
track.

Jones said he didn’t have the
size for football or basketbali,
but he knew he had speed.

“Knowing I was the fast-
est kid in the neighborhood, 1
decided on track,” Jones said
Thursday. “That’s where 1 was
introduced to the Kiwanis
Club, and they helped me find
my God-given talent.”

Jones said he’d qualified for
the 1960 Olympics and had
been favored to win the gold,
but brought home a bronze
instead, two weeks after get-
ting married, a move he said-
his athletic director kiddingly

teased him, “Hayes traded gold
for bronze.”

Four years later, he said,
he was again the favorite, but
said he wound up hitting the
tapé at virtually the same
time as countryman Harold
Lindgren and Russian Anatoly
Mikhailov. After 45 min-
utes of consultation, officials
awarded the gold to Jones in
13.6 seconds {the silver went
to Lindgren, the bronze to
Mikhailov).

“Fhat’s when 1 knew my
dream had become a reality,
and I was the fastest hurdler
in the world,” Jones said. “As
1 stood there on the victory
stand, and they played the
national anthem in my honor,
the only thing I could remem-
ber was someone in Pontiac
telling me, ‘You have a gift.”

His passion now is running
SMART, a system he said is
getting more difficult to run
because of the struggling econ-
omy and the decision by some
communities, including places
like Livonia, Canton and the
Plymouths, to not be part of
the system.

He said the system, created
in 1976, now carries some
250,000 riders per week.
The larger buses, which until
recently had been averaging
some 27,000 riders per week,
have exploded to more than
42,000 riders per week as
people for whom the system
was designed — commuters,
entry-level workers, seniors
and people with disabilities -
— lock for alternatives to
spending nearly $4 per gallon
on gas.

“We're in a perfect storm,”

. Jones said. “People are clam-

oring to use (SMART), but
we don’t have the money.
The money we're supposed
to have from Lansing and

Washmgton, D.C., just isn*
there.”

Jones said the decision by
suburban municipalities to
opt out has left SMART with
“a checkerboard kind of ser-
vice,” because, for instance,
people who live in Washtenaw
County but work in Wayne
County can’t get a straight
ride in because Plymouth and
Canton don’t have SMART.

. “We're not providing the
level of service we were
mandated to provide,” Jones
said. “We can’t have a strong

regional system when the

communities say, ‘Let them
do it.”

Jack Kirksey, Livonia’s
mayor who used to serve on
the SMART board, pointed
out Livonia was a part of
the system for years, spend-
ing some $2.8 million per
year. He said the city got out
because ridership in Livonia
was low — “Most of the buses
were empty or had only one-
two passengers,” Kirksey said
— and city officials felt the
money would be better spent
elsewhere. _

“We already had a commmu-
nity bus system for our senior
citizens, so voters were asked
whether they wanted to opt
out and use those funds for
more pressing needs,” Kirksey
said. “We now have about $1.6
million for capital improve-
ments ... money we've not
had because of the way state
finaneces have been, and we

“were able to do many positive

things we couldn’t do other-
wise.”

Kirksey said Livonia “stands
ready to opt back in” if a
viable plan were presented,
but only if the city were “a
vital link” to a regional system
that included the communi-
ties west of them, such as the

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

SMART general manager Hayes
Jones speaks with Kiwanis Club
members at Ernesto’s in Plymouth.

Plymouths.

That seems unlikely, how-
ever, since the City of Plymouth
and Plymouth Township part-
ner on a senior transportation
program and also have a van
to transport those who are dis-
abled.

“We'd have to re-evaluate
it,” said Plymouth Township
Supervisor Richard Reaume.
“But we've already got preity
good options.”

Jones urged the Kiwanis
audience to contact their com-
munity leaders and get them
to reconsider participation in
SMART.

“I'm appealing to you as busi-
ness people to revisit your deci-
sion,” Jones said. “It would help
immensely in building a system
that could serve the entire
region. We sure could use you.”

bkadrich@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700

Senate approves alternate insurance reform bills

Legislation to improve acces-
sibility and affordability in the
individual health care market
was passed Thursday in the
Michigan Senate by a 23-13
vole.

The legislation is a substitute
for HB 5282 and 5283 and was
approved after a compromise
was reached over compet-
ing amendments by Sen. Tom
George, R-Kalamazoo, chair of
the Health Policy Committee,
and Sen. Jason Allen, R-
Traverse City. The bills now go
to a Senate-House conference
committee.

The bill differs significantly
from legislation approved by
the House in October and
pushed by Blue Cross Blue -

Shield, the state’s largest health
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insurer. The bill does not
include a high risk pool, which
would have provided insurance
for consumers who have been
denied or dropped from health
coverage. Under the House
plan, alt health insurance car-
riers wouald have contributed:.
to the fund, whichBlue Cioss
would have administered and-
absorbed most of the losses.
The Senate bill preserves the
oversight of the attorney gen-

eral and the Office of Financial

and Insurance Regulation and
requires Blue Cross to file an -
annual report on meeting its
social mission as a tax-exempt,

not-for-profit corporation.

“Senate Republicans remain
committed to ensuring the
Michigan residents have access
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to affordable, quality health
care coverage in the individ-

-ual health care market,” said

George in a press statement.
“The Gearge Allen substitute
is about increasing consumer
protections by making it

harder to raise rates when
people get sick, and it levels the
playing field in the individual

health care market.”

Blue Cross issued a state-
ment saying the legislation
does not “bring meaningful
change”

“While we are encouraged to
see the legislative process con-
tinuing, Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan is disappointed
with the bills as they are now
structured. We don’t believe
they bring about the meaning-

Get on the bail.
Read today's

ful change and protections that
Michigan consumers deserve
and expect,” said Helen Stajic; ;
Blue Cross director of public
relations.

“Throughout the process
one point has become clear,
that more and more people
are finding themselves in need
of individual coverage, but
the system does little to help
them. As the bills go back to
the House, we are hopeful that
there will be meaningful solu-
tions on thisimportant issue.”

The Senate did not address
HB 5284 and 5285 which
would allow Blue Cross’ for-
profit subsidiary, The Accident
Fund, to offer other lines of
insurance beyond workers
compensation.
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'COMPLETE FAMILY HEALTH CARE

- e Family Practice from Infant to Geriatric
+ Women's Healthcare
- » Internal Medicine » Sports Medicine
* Physicaj Therapy » Cosmetic/Skin Care
« Neurology/Sleep Center ¢ Psychology
s Mammogram « Bone Density

COMPLETE DIAGNOSTIC GENTEH

MRI » NUGULEAR MEDIGINE ¢ ULTRASOUND
6149 M. Wayne Read » Across from Westiand Post Office

Cenier West

. 734-728-2130 ...
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Family Pack

Great On The Grill
GHICKEN KABOBS
FILET MIGNON
'KABOBS

USDA Boneless

glnno|n$493 $

Lean Boneless Tender

PORK ROAST
Fresh GrouﬁdBeef

GROUND $M)4¢
SIRLOIN

Family Pack

Ib.
- USDA Boneless

i SIRLOIN 999
TP ROAST

. Lean Meat Pork

Fresh Sliced Lipari Oven Roasted

TURKEY $#)09
BREAST

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-matkelplace.eéin
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