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No one can doubt Oakwood s persis-
terice.

The Dearborn-based health care system
has moved 2 step closer in its multi-year

www.hometownlife.com

sion has placed several conditicns on the
plans, including the expansion of the set-
back between the facility and neighboring
homes from 100 feet to 120 feet.

Canton Community Planner Jeff Goulet
said other conditions include the ereation
of an advisory council, which will include

Oakwood clears first hurdie
to build hospital in Canton

previous times it went before the planning
commission. In 2006 and 2007, Ozkwood
proposed building a new facility on the
northwest corner of Beck and Geddes.
Hundreds of homeewners came out
against the project expressing concerns
about traffic and property values.
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quest to build a medical facility in the
southwest part of the township.

The Canton Planning Commission has
pushed forward Oakweod’s plans to con- -
struet a facility on the west side of Beck
Road just north of Michigan Avenue.

In recommending that the proposal go
before the township boeard, the commis-

Department of Transportation.

township residents, and determining the
health care provider’s respensibility in
paying for any traffic improvements man-
dated by Wayne County and the Michigan

The recommendation to proceed is a
“victory for Oakwood, which faced strong
opposition from homeowners the two

Oakwood’s newest rendition of its pro-
posal could go before the board May'13.

Residents of Meadow Villages, the
subdivision which sits opposite of the
proposed medical site on Beck Road, have
mixed feelings about the project.

Please see GAKWOOD, A3
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Driving for dollars

School, Dodge dealer
“hook up for charity

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Field Elementary in Canton Township is
among 49 schools across the nation driv-
ing for a $5,000 prize in the National Dodge
Journey Drive for the Kids School Challenge to
raise money in support of literacy and student
enrichment programs.

Nearly 130 parents and friends of Field
Elementary took a test drive of the new
Journey crossover vehicle in the parking lot
‘Wednesday night, raising $880 dollars for
school programs. Chrysler donated $5 for
the first 100 test drives of any one of the four
Journey models supplied by Dick Scott Dodge
in Plymouth, and $10 for each drive over 100.
The school that raises the most money will
receive an additional $5,000.

Jason Scott, general manager of Dick Scott
Dodge, said they've been participating in the
Chrysler-run program at Field the past four
years.

“I have a couple of kids in the Plymouth-
Canton schools district and we want to stay
involved in the community and other chari-
table events,” said Scott. “There’s not enough
money to go around for the kids, so every little
bit helps.”

iy

Parents of Field Elementary School students were the first to test drive the all-new 2009 Dodge Journey
as part of the Nationat Dodge Journey Drive for the Kids School Challenge to help raise money in support of

fiteracy and student enrichment programs.

" Ann Marie Rockov, co-president of the Field
PTO, called as many people as she could to par-
ticipate.

'm glad they called us back to do it, and
$5,000 would come in handy for the school,” said
Rockov. “Last year we raised $600, and we were
hopeful of raising more this year.”

Field was the first school of the 49 to partici-
pate the national contest. David Moraco, who
has three children attending Field, said the pro-
gram allowed him to possibly look for another

vehicle to replace one of his family’s two vans and
help the PTO.

“The program is great, we sure could use the
money for the school,” Moraco said. “The kids
need books and other things, and we all know
how tough the economy is ... we're sure not going
to get much from the budget anymore. It’s nice
that the dealershlp comes in and supports the
local schools.”

tbruscato®hometowntife.com | (734) 459-2700

Attorneys spar as board approves temple plan

McGraw tﬁen asked the board

coftinon sense, but the deeision was

driven by the ordinance. But 'm not” )

bitter or mad ~— (the board) did what
they thought was right.” -

. MeGraw, who insisted the con-
cern was not over the temple itself
but its placement, told the board

that when he met with Amann

El

BY TEFFANY L. PARKS In handing down its decision earlier this month, he was offered
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER Tuesday, one homeowner muttered  a compromise of moving the wor-
the word, “Unbelievable,” while ship center 100 feet north and 30
Frustrited over what he called Amann, who represents the tem-  feet to the east. When he failed
* an ordinance trumping common ple, said the lawyer for a group to respond to the offer within the
sense, Chuck Davis offered asimple  of dissenting homeowners was reguested 48 hours, McGraw said
“congratulations” to attorney Bryan  trying to “twist and contort” the  the temple no longer wanted to
Amann after the Canton Township.  township’s ordinance. diseuss the building’s location.
board unanimously approved the In return, attorney Thomas Referencing the planning com-
plan to rebuild the Hinda Temple. ~ McGraw, who represents 32 hom- mission’s approval of the project
“T'm disappointed,” said Davis, eowners near the temple, said in February, McGraw pointed out
wholivessouth oftheteroples . .~ Amann has a “flippant attitude”  that when a commissioner asked
Cherry Hill Road-location. “Tthought regarding the request to movethe  Amann if the building could be
there would be more latitude for . temple. moved, he said no.

“Are they allowed to change
their minds?” McGraw said. "Do
the planning commission’s ques-
tions mean anything?”

to approve the project, but with
the conditions that the building
is moved. Carol Rosati, special
counsel to the township, cau-
tioned against McGraw’s request.

“I'm having some difficulty
with adjacent property owners
redesigning development plans,”
she said, noting that the proposal
is in compliance with all ordi-
nance requirements.

After-the board’s approval of -
the plans, McGraw said the hom-
eowners have the right to present
their case to the township’s zon-
ing board of appeals and are con-
sidering their options.

Alexander Letkemann

Teen murder

accomplice gets

20-30 years

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERViR STAFF WRITER

Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Annpetie
Berry repeatedly asked Alexander Letkemann
at his sentencing hearing Wednesday why he got
involved in the murder and beheading of Daniel
Sorensen, and why he didn’t do something to stop

convicted killer Jean Pierre Orlewicz from going

. through with the killing.

-

Letkemann’s answer? A repeated “I don’t know.”
He'll have plenty of time to think about it after
Berry, pursuant to a pléa agreement between

Letkemann and
the Wayne County - :
Prosecutor’s office for . WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Letkemann’s guilty N
plea to second-degree Do you think the 20-30
murder, sentenced the year prison sentence for
18-vear-old former Alexander Letkemann was
Churchill High School | too severe for his role
student from Westland | in the killing of Daniet
;(;{252;30 yearsn Sorensen i a Canton
Letk'ema.nn was garage? Telf us your

also sentenced to 3-10 ~ | Ihoughts by e-mailing

vears for mutilation of editor Kurt Kuban at kku-

a corpse. The sentences | ban@hometownlife.com

will run concurrently. or posting a comment

A felony murder charge | o our Web site at www.

against Letkemann was hometownlife com

dismissed. . e
After saying he

couldn’t “find a reason

for myself” why he didn’t walk away from the murder,

Letkemann apologized to Sorensen’s family, who for-
gave him during their statements to the court.

Please see ACCOMPLICE, A6
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| AROUND CANTON |

have the opportunity to partici-
pate in free health screenings
from 8 am. to T p.m. at the
Hindu Temple, 44955 Cherry
Hill Road, Canton.

The health fair will feature
free screenings for:

Blood pressure check-ups
and health related discussions
with Oakwood primary care
physicians. Pease bring your
medical records and a list of
your current prescripiions.

Blood screenings to test for:
Diabetes, Cholesterol levels,
Hemoglobin (to measuare your
risk for anemia), Prostate spe-
cific antigen (PSA) (to check
protein levels produced by youi'
prostate) the higher a man’s
PSA level, the more likely it is”
that cancer is present).

Overnight fasting is
required, with no food after

’

OB/Gyns, rhexmatologists,

. endocrinologists, internists,

ophthalmologists and dentists.
Informational hooths wili
address such topics as hormone
replacement therapy, breast
cancer, mammography, pros-
tate health, cataracts, nutri-
tion, life style enhancements
and more.

For details, please ca.ll (734)
981-8730.

Vehicle buying seminar

Telcom Credit Union
will host its Vehicle Buying -
Seminar from 6-8 p.m., April
29 at its Canton branch, 44300
Warren Road.

This seminar will help you
make the most of your money

- in these tough ecofiomic times.
Come and learn about simple

ewcomers

‘Welcome Service’

Bronze award

As part of their Bronze Award, members of Junior Girt Scout Troop
164 invited the Girl Scout population at Eriksson Elementary to -
attend a presentation by Ron Blauet, education director for the
Michigan Humane Society. The troop also collected donations of
supplies for the MHS and presented skits on canine communication.
Ron Blavet (top row left) Mary Ja Buford, Hannah Dembny, Madelyn
Momane, Patchouli Pritchison, Katlyn Blassic, Sue Momano and Taylor
Kearly (battom row left), ‘Chip’ T. Dog Blauet, Gina Tortorici and
Alexandria Buford were among the participants in the presentation.
The Girl Scout Bronze Award is the highest award a Junior Girl Scout
can earn.

For more information or to
make a reservation call Tom
‘Swan at (24.8) 784-7360.

effective negotiating tech-
niques, how to understand
the fine print in new car ads,
when it makes more sense to

lease than buy, how to save
even more money if you get an Robert Kennedy Jr.to
employee discount, and more. Speak

national flags, an ecumenical
faith service, a concert, and
panel discussions centered
around the forum’s theme,
“Peace Is Possible.” Wilfrid J.
Wilkinson will speak at the
opening ceremony.

Kennedy was named one of
Time magazine’s “Heroes for
the Planet” for his success in
helping Riverkeeper lead the
fight to restore the Hudson
River. The group’s achievement
helped spawn more than 160
Waterkeeper organizations
across the globe.

Other speakers include
former UN Ambassador
Allan Rock, Jordanian UN
Ambassador HRH Prince Zeid
Ra'ad and Nobel Peace Prize
nominee Lloyd Axworthy.

Organizers are encouraging .

Rotarians to visit the event’s
Web site, RotaryPeaceSummit.
org, and share stories about
how they've worked to foster
peace and understanding.
Rotary District 6400
Governor Jennifer Jones,
who came up with the idea -
for the conference, is plan-

i o Ghbserver & Eccentrip | Thursday, April 24, 2008 wwa.homebownlife.comn
- Health fair midnight permitted. The mini- Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will and has reserved a quarter
mum age for the blood test is speak to area Rotarians about  of those slots for youth par--
Oa,kwood Annapolis 25 years or older. environmental concerns and ticipants. The cost is $175
Hospltal is hosting its annual A bone density measure- " world peace during akeynote  (U.S,) for aduits and $100
community health fair on ment test is available to women address this month at The for youths. Rotarians and
April 27. The Hindu Temple of  based on a recommendation Presidential Peace Forum in non-Rotarians can register
Canton, Oakwood Healthcare  from a primary care physician Windsor, Ontario, Canada. The- on the summit’s Web site at
System and the Michigan at the health fair, conference will take place April RotaryPeaceSummit.org.
Association of Physicians of Those in attendance will 25-27 and is aimed at increas- '
Indian Origins (MAPI) are be able to talk with a vari- ing awareness about Rotary’s '
sponsoring the event. ety of specialists including role in promoting peace, It Elephant and bake sale
Community members will cardiologists, urologists, will include a parade of inter- ,  The Canton Place Seniors are

hosting a White Elephant and
Bake sale on Saturday, May

3, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the
Community- Room at 44505
Ford Road {corner of Ford and
Sheldon). The public is invited
to attend. Among the featured
items are jewelry and a recum-
bent bicycle. Homemade baked
goods and lunch are available
for purchase. Proceeds benefit
the Canton Place Resident
Association.

National Prayer Day

Members of the Canton com-
munity and surrounding areas
are invited to join Canton resi-

.dents and leaders on Thursday,
May 1, from 12:15-1 p.m. for
the National Day of Prayer. The
rally will be held outside at the
Veteran’s Memorial Flagpole
on Veterans Way behind the
Canton Municipal Building,
1150 8. Canton Center Road.
Tens of thousands of prayer
events are planned across

the country to honor the 57th
annuai National Day of Prayer.
For information, call Jane
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‘Happy Hounds
now offers....

Gage-Free
Overnight Boarding!

1 get lots of hugs §
at Happy Hounds!”

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in ogur home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and loving staff member!

Doy Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes

Tucker

' If you are at work, on vacation,
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| LOCAL NEWS |

Michael Rorabacher played
down reports that the home
“exploded” as premature but

estimates, but it’s signifi-

cant,” he said. “The home

Department is still inves- isn't livable.” exposed.

tigating a late night blaze The fire erupted shortly Rorabacher said the

that ripped through atwo-  before midnight Sunday. flames were most intense

story home on North Pointe  No one was in the home. in the home’s basement.

Court. . Rorabacher said the Nardeep Bains lives a
Canton Fire Chief homecwners are believed  few homes away from the

to on vacation.
“We are still trying to get
a hold of them,” he said.

said the damage to the two- At the house, which sits “They are a nice family,”
story, single-farnily home is  just east of Beck Road, she said. “Luckily, they
extensive. several windows have weren’t home.”

“We don't have damage been boarded up and the

charred frame of the roof

" BILL BRESLER sm PHOTGGRAPHER
The home, located on North Pointe Court in Canton, burned late Sunday night inte early Monday morning.

Fire rips through Canton home

The Canton Fire

above the foyer has been.

destroyed house and said
she’s met the homeowners
in passing.

- By Tiffany L. Parks

Pioneer student faces expulsion
for copycat bomb threat "hoax’

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Pioneer Middle School student has been sus-
pended atter admitting to writing 2 message on a
boys' bathroom wall that indicated a bomb would
go off at the school.

Pioneer Pnnmpa] Phil Freeman said the uniden-
tified student was in the office at 10:30 a.m.
Monday morning and by 11 a.m. he confessed to the
writing on the wall.

“The bumber one thing we can do at ‘Pioneer to
ensure the safety of students is to know our chil-

" .dren well,” said Freeman. “The initial investigation
was centered on the handwriting, and by knowing
our kids we were able to question him. We were
able to focus our investigation and get the child to
confess to the hoax.

“He gave us information on when and where
he did &, and gave us information no one else was
given,” he said. “When we asked ‘why; he said he
read about the incident at Central (Middle School)
and wanted to see if he could get away with it.”

A similar threat was found written on a boys'
bathroom wall at Central April 3. The same kind of
precautions wete taken by Plymouth'and Michigan

. State police; howeves, the person responsible for
that incident has not been identified.

Freeman said the Pioneer student has been
suspended and faces expulsion.

“He caused a situation that could have been
worse,” said Freeman. “We want to send a-
strong message to him and other students
this won't be tolerated.”

Freeman said the message was discovered
after school on Friday by another student.

“We did a cursory check of the building
Friday, and the State Police went through
the school with the dogs on Sunday,” said
Freeman. “They didn't find anything and we
secured the building overnight.

“We had only two doors open for students
when they arrived for class, their backpacks
were checked and they were immediately
sent to their homerooms,” he said.

Plymouth Tewnship Police Chief Tom..
Tiderington said school officials took the
necessary precautions.

“The school did all the right things to

ensure the safety of students and to make

sure it doesn’t happen again,” Tiderington
said.

Pioneer is located on Ann Arbor Road near
Canton Center Road in Plymouth Towaship.

thruscato®hometownlife.com | (734) 453-2?00

and daughters get a chance 1o mix, mingle _aﬂd mczke new friends

Saturday, May 3rd & Sunday, May 4th
1:00pm - 4:00pm each day |

Every day is Mother’s Day at Brighton Gardens of Northvilte, This vear, honor your mother at
our special Mother's Day celebration. On Saturday, May 3rd, Elvis will be in the building from
1:30-3:30pm, or on Sunday, May 4th enjoy sounds of the “Vegas” Rat Pack.

While you're here learn more about our personalized approach to senior living. We believe no two
people are alike and so the services and care we provide should never be exactly the same. We call
it resident-centered senior living, and it begins the day a senior walks into one of our communities.

Visit to discover what our commitment to choice and dignity offers your family.

RSVP for you and your mother today!

W
BRIGHTON

GARDENS
ASSISTED LIVING

A SURESR SEMICR LIVING COMMLNITY
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Brighton Gardens of Northville

734-420-7917

15870 Haggerty Rd, Northville, Mi 48170

Canton rec trails get boost

BY KURT KUBAN -
: pBSERVER STAFF WRITER

You might say these are the best of times for
the supporters of recreation trails in Canton.

Canton officials are nearly ready to nunveil
the first phase of the Lower Rouge Recreation
Trail that is being built along the Lower Rouge
River just north of Michigan Avenue. Canton is
planning a grand opening of the trail (and trail
head) on River Day, which will take place June
7. The first phase of the trail will be about 2 1/2

. miles long, from the I'TC corridor (near Lilley)

to just east of Sheldon Road.

Ultimately, plans are for the trail to con-
nect the area around the Summit near Canton
Center Road all the way to the recreational trail
that runs along I-275, which is in the midst of
current and planned repairs.

Canton recently received some good news
from the state to help them finish the trail soon-
er rather than later. The Michigan Depariment
of Natural Resources Trust Fund has awarded
Canton a $350,000 grant to build six foot bridg-
es that will span the river along the trail.

According to Bob Belair, a township engineer
who is overseeing much of the trail project,
Canton Leisure Services has about $200,000
in additional matching funds to go towards the
project. In addition to the bridges, which he said
would most likely be constructed sometime next
year, the project will also include interpretive
signs and possible fishing areas.

In the meantime, progress is also being made
in cleaning up Canton’s portion of the I-275.
bike path. Last weekend, Canton and a group
of volunteers cleaned up trash along the trail.
On Saturday, 2 group called Friends of the 1-275
Bike Path will hold another clean-up. Aceording

to the group’s leader, Dave Duffield, volunteers

are needed to help trim back brush, scrape
weeds out of pavement cracks, and other general
trail maintenance.

The group will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the
Holiday Inn Express, 3950 S. Lotz (Lotz and
Michigan Avenue) at the east most end of the
parking lot.

Duffield, a Northville resident, said most of
the work will be to remove an invasive plant
called phragmites, which has taken over the

| |-275 BIKE PATH CLEAN-UP

When: Saturday, Aprit 26

Where: Volunteers will meet at 8:30 am. at the
Holiday Inn Express, 3950 S, Lotz (Lotz and Michigan
Avenue) at the east most end of the parking lot
What to bring: Bring any tools for ¢clearing brush,
including rakes, tree fimb loppers, hedge clippers,

" etc. Motorized weed whackers are welcome. Hand
tools will be provided for those that don't have them
available to bring. Bring gloves, water and wear
long sieeved shirts and fong pants regardless of the
‘weather, Bring your mauntain bikes and Erailers if
you have them, they're handy for transporting tools
and brush. )

trail near Michigan Avenue.

“When you ride through the area in the sun-
mer, it feels like you are riding through a field of
sugar cane,” he said.

Duffield has been working with the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT), which
owns the trail, to improve it. The trail was built
in the 1970s and is need of work. He said MDOT
has plans to repave the trail in phases.

The trail runs about 40 miles, he said, from
Farmingion Hills down to Monroe.

“This is an importaint resource,” Duftield said
of the trail. “With gas prices surging towards $4
a.gallon, nothing would make me happier than
to sec the bike path as busy as I-275 itself. I try
to tell people all the time, you can use this trail
to get to work. I do it every ddy. It can be done.”

Duffield said there will be a few bonuses for

- volunteers on Saturday. A pizza lunch will be

provided, and massage therapy students from
Schooleraft College will be offering {ree mas-
sages to volunteers. There will also be several
raffles, including a raffle for a three-mionth
YMCA membership.

And, if you're looking for some star power,
Duffield said Detroét Free Press columnist Mitch
Albom will also be on hand helping out volun-

“teers.

For more information, contact Duffield at
(24:8) 994- 3074 or e-mail him at dduffield@
1mlb. org.

Assisted Living * Memory Care -.

For more Iinformation and a FREE onfine newsletter, visit www sunriseseniorfiving.com

OAKWOOD

FROM PAGE Al

While some homeowners
said they were indifferent,
another woman, who declined
to give her name, said she
opposes the project and ques-
tions why Oakwood has cho-
sen a location less than a mile

...south of the Beck and Geddes

intersection.
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“True, it’s closer to Michigan
Avenue, but we have all of
the same concerns,” she said.
“The traffic has already gotten
worse since Target opened (on

~ Michigan Avenue) so I have to

wonder, do we really need this
and what is it doing for us?”
But not all are against the
plan. '

Kanan Suleiman has lived in
Meadow Villages for five years
and praised Oakwood’s efforts

to build in the township.
“1 love it,” he said. "Qur

- economy is down so low that

1 thank the hospital. This is
going to bring more people
here to work and buy homes.”

If approved by the board,
the medical campus would be
built in phases with a six-story
patient tower coming at a later
date.

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

F irst. Commupnion Dolls

by Alesatider

Also, Special Dolls To
Commemorate Mothers Day,
Birthdays, Weddings & More!

“When You Buy 2 Dolls Or More

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

3947 W. 12 Mile, Berldey 248-543-3115
Mon-Sat 10-5:30, Thu 10-8:30, Sun 12-4

Save 10%-20%

Details In-Store Or
Af www.dollhospital.com

Your Are Tnvited to a

Roche

ACCU-CHEK®

Diabetes Education Event ..
39800 Ford Road, east of 1-275 in Canton
Monday, April 28" « Noon - 3 p.m.

Come to Sam’s Club Diabetes Education Day and
learn more about diabetes self-management throvigh
meler training and diabetes educational materials.

Bring in a prescription for
an ACCU-CHEK® meter,
ACCU-CHEKE® test strips,
ACCU-CHEK® lancets and
¢choose the ACCU-CHEK®
system that’s right for you...
FREE of CHARGE!

QEQ8597130
E——

Catholic Values » Christian Based

'St. Valentine School
OPEN HOUSE May 4th 1.3 p.m.

e Academic Excellence

Electives:

25875 Hope Rd.  Redford « MI 48239 » 313-533-7149
Website: http:\\StValentine.pvt.k12.mi.us

Full Accredited K-8 Program

- Transitional Kindergarten
Program

3-4 Year 0Old Preschool
Program

Latch Key After-School
Programs

* Math Counts

* Future City Science & Engmeermg
(2 Time State Champions)

» National Honor Society

» Athletics « Band

* Scouting Program-

* K-8 Spanish

QE0B596244
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Investors, be
wary of practiCes

ast week I watched a net-
work news program which
an an exposé concerning
the sale of investment prod-
ucts. The product highlighted
was the sale of annuities but in
effect, it could have applied to
just about any investment.

The gist of the exposé was

that investment products were |

sold merely to generate a com-
‘mission as opposed to doing
what was appropriate for the
investor. The show highlighted
i the deceptive
sales tactics
that financial
salespeople
will use in
order to con-
‘vince someone
to invest.

The decep-
tive sale tactics
included mis-
representa-
tions about
the product

and in some cases outright
lies. Unfortunately, the exposé
. was not an isolated case but
rather something that happens
frequently. That is why it is
important for investors to be
educated and always on guard.
The unethical sales practices
take on many different forms. .
They were creative but at the
same time meant to deceive
investors. For example, one
story showed that in order to
gain credibility, the financial
salesperson co-authored a
book. However, the financial
salesperson never authored
-the book. Another practice
designed to give the salesper-
son credibility was to claim
they were interviewed on a

Money Matters

Rick Biocom

national radio show. The impli--

cation is they must have some
expertise to allow them to be
on a national radio show. First,
it is important to recognize
that the radio show they nsed
was nothing more than an

. “infomercial.”

1 do want to mention that-
my radio show is not an info-
mercial. { have never and will
never charge anyone to be
interviewed on my show. In
addition, unlike many weekend
radio shows, I do not buy air
time for my show.

Government regulators do
not have the resources to pre-
vent unscrupulous sales tactics.
It’s up to you and me. Avoid
seminars and sales presenta-
tions that are meant to selt a
product as opposed to edu-
cating investors. In addition,
before you buy, make sure you
know what the surrender fees
are and how long.

Rick Bioom is a fee-only financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit guestions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bioomassetmanagement.com.
You car hear Rick noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.

VOTE FOR STUDENT VIDEOS

Students from eight area
high schools are compet-
ing for the top prizein the
Buddy's Pizza/Observer
& Eceentric and Mirror
Newspapers public service
video contest. The winning
team will receive $1,000 0 be
divided among students.

Go to www.buddyspizza.
com and view the work of
students from Harrison High
School in Farmington Hills,
Berkley High School, Livonia
Ladywood, Troy Athens,
Canton, Plymouth, Northville
and Livonia Franklin, Then
vote for your favorite. Voting
ends at midnight April 30.

Schools throughout the
area were invited to produce
a 30-second public service
announcement video focusing
on teen issues.

“The contest will give high
school students an opportu-
nity to send a powerful mes-
sage that impacts their peers
and the community on topics
including, but not limited to,
the dangers of tobacco, alco-
hol, drugs, bullying, cyber-
bullying and violence,” said
Marcy Brontman of Buddy’s.

Contest rules required each
video to include some rep-
resentation of Buddy’s Pizza
and the Observer & Eccentric
or Mirror Newspapers (i.e.,
filmed at a Buddy’s Pizza
location, Buddy’s logo in
video, Observer & Ecceniric

- MINIR
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8548

7/6" x4’ x 8

0SB Sheathing

sUse for roof, wall or
subfioor

#2212

was 117

32" or 36" 6-Panel
Steel Entry Door Unit
sWeatherstripping for a
tight seal *Ready for
lockset and deadbolt
*Primed and ready to
paint *Ready-to-install
door with frame Limited
lifetime warranty oFits
rough opening: 34-1/2"W
or 38-1/2"W x 82-1/4"H
Lockset sold separately

CLALVA
Was

nqw
15¢ 25
18 Cu. In. New Work Box

+1-gang +120 minute fire
rating #70972

SPECLALYALUES

@ x 5, 5/16" Thick

BDurock® Board #72779
3 x &, 1/4" Thick
Hardibacker? Board

All In-&tock 6-Panel
Pine Interior Door Slabs

www.hometownlife.com

379
YOURRCHOICE

8' Fiberglass Stepladder
#2025 |b. capacity #94571

2 Aluminum
Extension Ladder
«200 b, capacity #98156

SPECIALVALUE!

now

was
$19 2=
50’ 12/3 Blue & Black

OQutdoor Cord
»15 amps #242113

RACO
SPECIALVALUE!

now
was

50¢ 74

13.0 Cu.'In. Steel

Handy Box .
=120 minute fire rating #70867

was
$588 " g.Rol

Bounty Basic

«Great strength at a great price #239360

o27¢

linear ft. 50° {?r?;ar ft.
2-1/4"W Casing

Contractor Pack

*Primed fingerjoint pine .

-

now LOWER PRICE!

was
44¢ ., 700 B
3-1/4"W Base Moulding
Contractor Pack
sPrimed fingerjcint pine

*Moulding seld by bundle. Profiles may vary.
Mvaitable in convenient pre-cut lengths.

‘was $549%

5-Gaflon .
Valspar Interior

Latex Drywall

Primer

#260948

WITH CRABG
PREVENTER

See store for detalls.

White supplies last. Selection varies by market.

Prices may vary after ¥ there are market variafions. "Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 4/17/2008 and may vary based cn Lowe's Everyday Low Price policy. See store for detils regarding product warranties. We reserve the right 1o limit quantities While Lowe's strives to be accurate,
uninflentional ermors may coour We reserve the right o corect any enor.Prices and promotions apply te US focations ondy. All installation senvices are quaraniteed by Lowe?s waranty. See Installed Sales cortract for cetalls. Professional installation avallable through ficensed indepencent subcontractars. Lowe's
contractor license pumbers: AKE28341: AL#5273; AZROC105516; CA#B(3295; CTa558162; FLICGCT508417; Hl Corfractor's License No. C 23784 - see store; 1L Plumber #058-092578; IL Roofing #104974837, LA Master Plumber LMP #4649; MD# 91680,50931; #2101 146786, Lowa's Home Certters, Inc.,
6122 "B" Drive Norily, Saifie Creek, MI 49074; NJ Plumbing - see store; NMEBA381; NV#2-45450; Brooklyn, NY£1162261; Staten Island, NY#1160554; Sulfolk County, NY#30182-H1; Putnam County, NY#PC2742-A; NV 53200 7 59098; OR#44017, TN 16066(BC-A), #46760; TX TRCC 814447 and Texas State
Plumbing License Kumber Availabie Upon Request; VA#2701-036506A; WA#SB2BN; ND#30316; Washington DC #100594; DORAS 5218553006539, 52185-53008554, 52185-5K6552, 52185-53006657, 52185-53006533, 52185-53006534, 62185-53008541, 52185-53006543, 52185-53008537, 52185-53008544:
Water heater mstallation: if an expansion tank is requirad by local code it wil be an additional charge (ot inclided in the basic replacement labor), Permit fees are addiiional (ot included In the besic replacement labor). Gas appliance license numbers: AL - MP#137, GA - MPE207BY8, if a gas shuloff vaive
replacement 1s raquired by state code, additionsl charges may apply (ot included in hasic installation). Addticnal charges fof LP conversicn kit may apply. Adelitional charges may apply for permit fees. © 2008 by Lowe's®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and lhegahﬁe design are registered tracdemarks of LF, tLC.
001/8041011G62

and/or Mirror Newspaper vis-
ible at some point in video).
Also included must be the
tagline “Sometimes you

just need some Buddy’s ...
Seriously!”
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now

5199

was %379
4-Piece 18-Volt
Compact Gombo Kit
*Kit includes 1/2" compact
drill/driver, reciprocating saw,
trim saw, pivoting head
flashiight, 1-hour charger, two
batteries and case #135252

Lets Build Something Together-

now
$218

.60 b,

was $24

Quikrete Concrete Mix
+ +Meets and exceeds

ASTM (387 sUse for
concrete applications
over 2" thick #10387 -

-STOCK OWENS
- CORNING 30 YEAR
OAKRIDGE SHINGLES
Qffer valic 4/24/08- 4/28/08
 Discount taken af register,

While suppiies last, fmited to store
stock only. See store for detalls,

Offor valict 4/24/08- 5/5/08
Biscount fakern at rgister,
See store for details

SPECIALV

now
$148 3%
174
1/2-HP Garage Door
Opener with Intellicode®
sHeavy-duty lifting power
*Screw drive system #15-year
moator/3-year parts warranity
#251768

SPECIALYALUET

sp67 e 0

DEWALT

SPECIALVALUE!

 now now . il $198
o 4N X‘ y op oice
$5 %gs $4296 | TYreated Lumber each .

- ’ eLimited Iffetime warranty 2% x 4" x 92-5/8" SPF Stud ‘
9.6-Volt Cordless All In-Stock White against rot and decay *Selected for strength and appearance -Surfaged on 4. sldes
Drill/Driver Kit . Traditional Lap Vinyl Siding | eHand-selected, solid, square, *Use for a witle range of construction and project applications

#5003

*3/8" keyless chuck #238743 | Selection may vary by maket straight and strong #46905

now
$377 %3S

24 Pack

lee Mountain® $998

Bottled Water ‘

#57284 5-Gal. 2-Yr. Drive-Seal™ 200

Driveway Filler and Sealer
#223511

NEW LOWER PRICE!

SPECIAL
VSRLARES

. now
SPECIALVY $Q97 %55 SPECIALVALUE! | g,
. NOW Gatorade® now each
$ was Thirst Quencher $ per was |wWas
89 113 20 oz. 15 pack 1 picket $4 69 o8¢
9" x 150' Lowe's ca.se s emon-ime, 5/8" x 6" x ' Dog—Ear 8" x 8" x 16"
Housewrap . fruit punch, orange Fence Board - Concrete Block
#168290  Selcton meyvay by maret | 1240727 «Pressure treated #202022 | #10383

Lattweighl tems

%r?r?:en??lf’ius BECH é&;“ '
attacbmqets %f@,{?% %m % 5%;2
_ now
SPECISLVALLE! 149 oo

now was

$8 was $169%
$9996 5.5 Torque”
21" Cut Push
Mower

NOW 52011 NOW EPECAL

_ #183623 $ was $7” was
17" Cut 2-Cycle Curved-Shaft 9 s100 39 9
Gas String Trimmer #16810 Char-Broil® Perfect Flame™
.095 Xtreme Trimmer Line - ¥hs rated Traditions Gas Grilt Four Burner LP Gas Grill
#1200 $8.97 g 235,000 BTUs #271563 +53,000 BTUS #241317

Priges may vary atter 4/28/2008 if there are market variations, "Was" prices in this adverlisement were in effect on 4/17/2008 and may vary based on Lowe's Everyday Low Price palicy. See store for details regarding product warrarties. We reserve the right to limit quartities While Lowe's strives 1o be accurate,
unintentionai errors may occur, We Teserve the right o comect any emorPrices and promations apply to US locations only, All instaliation services are guaranieed by Lowe?s warranty. See installed Sales cortract for defals. Professional installation available through licensed independent subconfractors. Lowe's
contractor license mmbers: AKYS8341: AL #5273 AZSROC199516; CA#B03295; CTHSES162; FLACGC1508417; HI Contractor's License No.: G 23754 - see stare; I, Plumber #058-092578; IL. Roofing 104014837, LA Master Plumber LMP #464¢; MD# 9168050831, Mi#2101146788, Lowe's Home Canters, Inc.,
8122 "B* Drive North, Battle Graek, Mt 48014; NJ Plumbing - see store; NM#BAS; NviE2-45450; Brookiyn, NY#1162261; Staten Istand, NY#1160554; Suffolk Courty, NY#30182-H1; Putnam County, NYAPC2742-A; Nvit 56200 ? 58296; OR#144017; TN 16066[C-A), #46760; TX TRCC #14447 and Texas State
Plumbing License Number Avalable Upon Request; VAK2701-036596A; WARIB2BN; ND#30316; Washington DC #100584; DCRA# 52185-53006539, 52185 53005654, 52155-53006552, 52185-53006557, 52185-53006533, §7185-63006534, 52185-53008641, 52185-53006543, 52185-53006537, 52185-53006544:
Water heater installation: If an expargion tank is required by focal code it will be an additional charge {not included in the hasic replacement labor). Permit fees are additional fnot mcluded in the basic replacement kshor). Gas appfiance icense numbers: AL - MP#1837, GA - MP#207878, if a gas shutoff valve
replacement is recuired by state code, arditional charges may apaly fnot included in basic installafion). Additional charges for LP conversion kit may apply. Additional charges may apply for penmit fees. © 2008 by Lowe's®. Al rights reserved. Lowe's and the gabe design are registered trademarks of LF, LLC.
00HB04101-1/062
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Pay equity
not just a
woman's

“issue

BY JULIE BROWN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A number of grganizations
brought their message of pay
equity to Lansing Tuesday for
Equal Pay Day.

- “Pay equity is a simple mat-
ter of fairness and justice,” said

~ Mickey Edell of Canton, state

president for the American
Association of University
‘Women. Edell moderated a
press conference to bring the pay
equity message to the forefront.
The event is nationwide.

She noted women in 2001
with a bachelor’s degree age
25-34 earned $32,238 a year
compared to $42,292 for men, a
24 percent gap. April 22 repre-
sents the day into the next year
women must work “to-achieve
equity with men,” said Edell,

a Plymouth-Cantoen schools
speech and language patholo-
gist. “So almost four months.”

The organizers gave members
of the House of Representatives
and Senate in Lansing cookies
with a bite out of them (a cut-
ter was used) to demonstrate
wommen’s pay shortcomings.
Organizers also wore red, to
show women are in the red.

“I find that younger people,

“and women, are particularly -

surprised” pay equity’s still an
issuie, Edell said. She’s met with
women engineers who realize
their pay lags compared to male
colleagues.

In Edell’s field of education,
pay is determined by a union
contract so there’s not as much
disparity.

The Lansing press confer-
ence in the Rotunda Room
included AAUW, the National
Organization for Women,
Women Work, the Pay Eqguity
Network, Michigan Women’s
Commission, and thé Business
and Professional Women.

There’s been legislative action
at both the federal and state
levels. In Michigan, both SB 417,
introduced by Sen. Liz Brater,
D-Anp Arbor, and HB 4625,
introduced by Rep. Joan Bauer,
D-Lansing, have been referred
to committee. Organizers hope
that the press conference on
Tuesday encourages legislators
1o take action.

AAUW has a long history of
involvernent in pay equity begin-
ning with its 1913 repori on
United States Civil Service’job
classifications and compensa-
tion in Washington, D.C., Edell
said. AAUW has supported fed-
eral pay equity legislation since
it wags first introduced in 1945.

In 2007, AAUW released
“Behind the Pay Gap,” a report
that indicates that one year out
of college women earn only 80
percent as much as their male

- colleagues and 10 years after

graduation earn only 69 percent

asmuch. She noted wornen earn
only 67 cents to a man’s dollar in

Michigan, ranking near the bot-

tom in equity nationwide.

“It’s not just an issue for
women but it’s an issue for
families,” Edell said. “Obviously
if income is less theres less to
invest in the future.”

The Business and Professional
Women organization’s also
been active in pay equity for
years, said Marilyn Alimpich of
Plymouth, secretary of Plymouth
BPW. “If somebody isn't earn-
ing a full wage, it’s hard to pay
for things,” said Alimpich, who
recently retired from the Social
Security Administration after a
34-year career.

There are alot of single
women, many with children,
Alimpich said, and women’s
Social Security earnings are
impacted by disparity. Plymouth
BPW has a lot of retirees now,
but they remain concerned
aboul younger women.

“Thisis an issue that’s been
going on for all our working
lives,” Alimpich said. “ls still a
fight to be won.”

Alimpich’s full career wasin
government, so she faced less
disparity. She has a 24-year-old
niece wrapping up college and
would like to talk in depth with
her to see how she perceives the
issues. Title IX took away the
disparity in high school and
college sports for women, she
noted. “Some of them may not
he cognizant of what awails
them in the workforce,” she said
of younger wornen.

Sen. Hillary Clinton’s
presidential bid is a good sign,
Alimpich believes, but women
still have a long way to go to
achieve equity.
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Host families needed

The Canton Rotary Club’s outbound 2008-09
Youth Exchange Student Eileen Colweli {center),
with hier mother Mary Colwell (right) and Rotary
President Sue Kowalski, will be leaving for 8
year of hu;h school in Denmazk in Aﬂqust The
Cantort Rotary Cliib will afso- be hostingan~ ..
inbound exchange student from Santa Cruz,
Bblivia, who will be arriving-in the Canton area
in ‘August. The Canton club is looking fer twe
host families for our incoming student Laura
Aviles. Host families have the opportenity
| to make allifetime friendship with thisnew ¢
member of their famity. Laura will attend high
-school in the Plymouth-Canton School District,
and she will have her own spending money-and
medical insurance. The Canton Rotary Club will -
be a ready source of help to the host families
all year. Interested host families should cali Sue
Kowalski at (734) 968-1436 or (734) 455-4802.

Jep.com

eyeglass

5
SALE

Choose from scraich-resistant lenses:

Single Vision. .............. S sq
Lined Bifocals....................... 5™
NO-LINE BIFOCALS................. b i

with purchase of eyeglass frames $99 or more
OFFER ENDS Aprl 30, 2008

We Accept Most Vision Care Plans.

l Canton: 43600 Ford Road (734) 207-4346 :
1 Chesterfield Township: Waterside Marketplace (586) 949-0639

LENS

ACCOMPI.ICE

FROM PAGE A).

“I can’t find encugh words
to say how sorry I am for what
I did,” Letkemann said, “T'd
like to thank the Sorensens for
their forgiveness. I'm grate-
ful I'm going to have a second
chance.”

The forgiveness came dur-
ing tearful statemients by both

James and Kimberly Sorensen,

the parents of the victim.
Klmberly Sorensen, who noted
her son’s penchant for think-
ing of others ahead of himself
often led him “to make foolish
decisions,” called the months
since his death “surreal.”

“The enormity of how my life
will change has yet to strike
me,” she said. “Those who truly
loved Dan will always love him,
and they’ll miss him for as
long as they live. My two best
friends are (husband) Jim and
Dan, and one of them has been
taken from me for the rest of
my life.”

James Sorensen told of the
last father-son moment he
shared with Daniel, weeks

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day

_ before his death, when the son
' took the father for a ride in
his new truck. Daniel wonld

' always be, James Sorensen
said, “my little boy.”

“T'll never see that big o]’ grin
that would light up my soul,”
James said. “He is gone, and
the hole in my heart is so big, it

-will never be filled.”

Kimberly Sorensen pledged

her forgiveness to Letkemann,

and her husband thanked

"him for the testimony that

ultimately helped convict
Orlewicz,

“Tt wonld be easy to Jus’nfy
hating (Letkemanm), and 1
don't think anyone would
fault me, but I don’t hate him,”
James Sorensen said. “In an
act of courage that will send
him to prison for many vears,
(Letkemann) stepped forward
10 aecept responstbility for
what he did. I thank yon, Alex,
and I forgive you.”

Letkemann’s father,

Pete, took exception to an
insinuation from Berry that
Letkemann and other teenag-

" ers testified during Orlewicz’s

trial i in order to get a deal
from § prosecutors. The elder

An exceplional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Aizheimer’s residents.

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

Letkemann said his son is truly
remorseful, even if he couldn’t
voice it in court. )

“Alex thought anything
he said would sound lame,”
Pete Letkemann said. “The
Sorensens are amazing in their
forgiveness. It means a lot..
Alex always wanted a shot at
redemptlon and now he’s going
to getit.”

Prosecutors agreed to
the plea deal in exchange
for Letkemann’s testi-
mony against Orlewicz, the
Plymouth Township teenager
convicted last week of kill-
ing and beheading Sorensen,
then disposing of his body in a
Northville Township field and
tossing his head in the Rouge
River.

Orlewicz, 18, faces a man-
datory life sentence without
possibility of parole when he’s

_ sentenced May 12. Assistant

prosecutor Robert Moran,
who prosecuted Orlewicz, said
Letkemann's testimony was a
key element in Orlewicz’s con-
vietion.

bkadrich®hometownlife.com
(734} 459-2700

-On Call Nurse Practitioner
-Planned Activities

-Incontinence Management
-Beauty & Barber Shop

CANTON

I Offer inciudes single vision lenses, lined §T28 hifocals or standard no-line AU Pro bifocals with scratch-resisiant lenses. Some special orders excluded. Qther progressives, specialty
lanses and lens options are additional. Additional charge may be applied for strong AX. Parhmpsmng stares unly See optictan for detals, Cannot he combined with any other offer,
wigign care pan, package picing or prior orders. Vil witere prohmimd hy Jaw. Eye exais-perf d hy i tstule Eeensed Doctars of Gptometry.

Offee ends Aptil 30, 2008

MKT CGDE NP

Call today fo
eye exam or
in your, Rx

CALL 1-877-JCPEYES SHOP JCPEYES.com

announung
 2nd location
Marlan Professmnal Building-
Operatmg at St. Ma.ry S Hospltal

Ariel Waitzman M.D. Frederick Lopatin D.O.

+ Head & Neck Cancer

Surgery is often a frightening experience for both a patient and their
loved ones. The last thing you want to worry about is who is actually
doing the surgery-is it your doctor or a student? Make sure your surgery
is performed by experienced board certified ENT surgeon. Dr.’s
Waitzman and Lopatin perform the office evaluation, and if surgery is
needed, the operation themselves. No surprises, just great care using
state-of-the-art techniques and a gentle caring touch.

Call for your appointinent today.

734.367.4603

 Marian Professional Building
. 14555 Levan Rd., Suite 303, Livonia, MI

313-582-8853
15212 Michigan Ave., Dearborn, MI

Most Insurances Accepted at Both Locations

OE0B598359

DEARBORN EAR NOSE &THROAT

A

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

DEORIG9830,

Board Certified in Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery ) 5ines .' s criiaren - orme . '
. e = a0
Providing » General ENT Disorders i > QIOT™ '.‘ eIty ¢ e garpine
excellence in » Discases, Hearing Loss & Ear Disorders ) 0 - sels €O
patient care with  * Obstructive Sleep Apnea 6. WG
state-of-the-art s Pediatric ENT
- methods, while « Endoscopic Sinus Surgery with 3-D
MAInIAning a Computer Image Guidance -
cam'figpe;sonal « Voice & Swallowing Disorders :
ouch.
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