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Police digging for new clues in girl's 1981 disappearance 

Kim La rrow has been 
missing since 1981, when 
she was 15 years old. 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Where is Kim Marie Larrow? 
It's a question Robert 

Cooper has asked himself a 
million times since his cousin's 
disappearance and he's no 
closer to the answer now than 
when she was last seen 27 years 
ago. 

"The worst part is that this 
has always been hush-hush," 
said Cooper, a retired police 
officer. 

"I have been told to mind my 
own business, but I kmrw I'm 
doing the right thing. I'll never 
drop this because Kim could be 
in a shallow grave somewhere. 
It's like nobody cares — I 
almost cry thinking about it." 

GONE WITHOUT A TRACE 
The year was 1981 and the 

hot June sun beamed down 
over Canton. 

Kim, a cute, rebellious 15-
year-old who never stayed in 
one place for long, had recently 
packed her bags and left her 
father's Dundee home and 
made her way to the township 
to spend the summer at her 

mother's Beaufort Drive resi­
dence. 

She hadn't been in Canton 
for more than a week before 
she vanished from Stroh's Ice 
Cream Parlor on Sheldon Road. 

No one in her family has seen 
or heard from her since then. 

"There is always the pos­
sibility that she is existing 
somewhere else under the 

radar, but we just don't know," 
said Canton police Sgt. Rick 
Pomorski. "We don't know if 
she is alive, if she succumbed 
to an.illness or if she met her 
death by criminal means. It's 
very hard to trace her." 

At the prompting of Cooper 
and other relatives, including 

Please see CLUES, A2 

Crews begin dismantling 
historic home for its move 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A window here, a kitchen sink there 
and a bathtub covered in debris and dust 
— Melissa McLaughlin had one word to 
describe the scene: chaos. 

"It looks bad right now but there 
is always darkness before the light," 
McLaughlin said of the disassembling of 
the Hugh Clyde historical home at 425 N. 
Ridge Road. 

The two-story home, which will be 
moved and reassembled alongside 
Canton's Bartlett-Travis House in Cherry 
Hill Village, has sat largely hidden 
by evergreens just west of the Ridge/ 
Roanoke intersection. 

As motorists-zoomed by the property 
Thursday, a small group of men kept the 
sound of snapping wood in the air by tak­
ing crowbars to the exterior of the aged 
home. 

"It's been excellent and we're mak­
ing good progress," said Pennfield 
Construction owner Robert Babbitt of the 
project, which began Wednesday morn­
ing. "We're trying to save as much of the 
original frame as possible." 

The renovation of the home, which is 
believed to be among the oldest in Wayne 
County, is being spearheaded by the 

WHAT AO YOU THINK? 
Do you think pyblie funds should be used to 
move and restore the rttstoric rkghOyde 
house? Frther e-fnatlyour tteugfets to editc 
Kurt Kuban at kkuban@hometownlife.com 
or post a comment on our Web site at www 
hometownHfe.com. 

Canton Historic District Commission 
After easily rolling out facts about 

Hugh Clyde and his wife's family, the 
Houstons, McLaughlin, the commission's 
vice chair,.said she understands that 
some will question the merit of the pres­
ervation, but said it needed to be dbm 

"This home is among the oldest in 
Wayne County. The Houstons were a 
driving force behind development in 
Canton and, before he died, Hugh Oyde 
had started to subdivide areas into 
becoming a village," said McLaughlin, 
who lives in a historic Houston home. 

The first phase of the project, which 
includes the disassemble, move and reas­
semble of the 700-square-foot home, is 
tagged at more than $100,000. 

Please see HOME, A8 
The original frame of the building will be saved. Robert I 
works on the deconstruction. 
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The view from Margaritaville 
Sarith Ciatti's glasses fit the Margaritaville theme during 
the Canton Chamber of Commerce's annual dinner auction 
April 11 at Burton Manor in Livonia. The annual auction is 
one of the chamber's main fund-raisers. For more photos 
and a story, please see page A3, 

Slavens vs. La Joy part II 
This time its wife vs. son 

for state House seat 

BY KURT KUBAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Unlike her husband, Dian Slavens has never 
run for public office before. But that hasn't 
deterred her from deciding to make her first 
foray into the world of elective politics. 

Slavens, the wife of Wayne County Circuit 
Court judge and former Plymouth-Canton 
school board member Mark Slavens, is tak­
ing on Todd La Joy to represent state House 
District 21, which includes most of Canton, 
Belleville, and Van Buren Township. 

"I just think we need some change in 
Lansing," Dian Slavens said. "Now that I'm 
a grandmother, I think we need a brighter 
future. Lansing is ready for a change." 

Six years ago, Mark Slavens ran against 
Phil LaJoy, Todd's father, for the same seat. 
Slavens lost to LaJoy by nine percentage 
points (53 percent to 44 percent). LaJoy is 
still in office, though he is term limited (and 
running for Canton supervisor). 

Dian Slavens, 50, is a resident of Canton. . 
She works as a respiratory therapist at 
Henry Ford Hospital. 

Slavens said she made her decision to 
run because up to now LaJoy, a Republican 
who is a member of the Canton Board of 
Trustees, is running unopposed. 

"No Democrat was stepping up to the 
plate, so I said I will," Slavens said. 

Slavens said she is the process of forming 
a committee so she can begin raising funds 
for the campaign. She will have a ways to 
go to catch up with LaJoy, who has already 
raised close to $30,000 for the campaign. 

According to recently released cam­
paign finance records, LaJoy reports 
that he has raised $29,225. Most of that 
money — $25,000 — is his own. He also 
received $1,000 from the Michigan Bankers 
Association political action committee and 
$250 from the Michigan Infrastructure & 
Transportation Association political action 
committee, which represents road builders. 

"At this point in the race, that's a lot of 
money,'' said Rich Robinson, executive 
director of the Michigan Campaign Finance 
Network, a Lansing-based group that moni­
tors campaign contributions. 

Robinson estimated it would take close to 
$100,000 to win the race. 

"In 2006, the average amount raised by 
winning candidates was $95,000. Open 
seats tend to be more competitive and more 
expensive," he said. 
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The family of murder defendant Jean Pierre Orlewicz 
waited for the verdict then, through their attorney, 
vowed to appeal their son's conviction. 

After trial, 
families try 
to move on 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ' 

They faithfully wore their Detroit Red Wing 
jackets as the Wings began the hockey playoffs. 
They followed the progress of American Idol, 
including one of their picks, crowd favorite 
David Archuletta. 

But for Jim and Kim Sorensen of Westland, 
nothing took the trial of Jean Pierre Orlewicz 
very far from their consciousness. Orlewicz, 
18, of Plymouth Township was convicted 
Wednesday of killing the Sorensens' 26-year-
old son, Daniel. By Michigan law, he'll spend 
the rest of his life in prison following his May 
12 sentencing. 

But there is no Michigan law for how the 
Sorensens move on, though they know they 
have to. But it isn't easy. 

"From the moment I wake up until I kiss 
Dan's picture when I go to bed, this has been 
the focus," Kimberly Sorensen said. "(The trial) 
has been the total focus." 

In addition to providing justice for the vic­
tim, Orlewicz's trial was also a way for friends 
of Sorensen to start to close the wound. 

Jennifer Palmer of Livonia was away taking 
care of personal business when she got the word 
Sorensen had been killed. She said the trial was 
cathartic. 

"When Dan died... I wasn't around," Palmer 
said. "It means a lot to everyone in his whole 
family that he gets some kind of justice. This is 
my personal closure." 

Kim and Jim Sorensen were quick to point 
out in the immediate aftermath of the trial 
they weren't the only family in pain follow­
ing the conclusion of the trial. Pete and Diane 
Letkemann of Westland will watch their son, 

Please see TRIAL, A4 
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CLUES 
FROM PAGE A1 

Kim's aunt Rosemary Kuriges 
of Kentucky, the Canton 
Police Department is taking 
another look at Kim's disap­
pearance. 

Pomorski said the inves­
tigation centers around the 
assumption that Kim is a 
missing person and not a 
homicide victim. 

"It's slow-going because she 
had no driver's license and 
no social security number," 
he said, adding that if Kim 
is still alive, she could have 
changed her name. 

Cooper said he knows the 
police are facing a tough bat­
tle in digging up new infor­
mation. 

"This is the true definition 
of a cold case," he said. "It 
doesn't get much colder than 
this." 

A TROUBLED. LIFE 
With her mother, Lucy 

Larrow, divorced from her 
father, Arnold Larrow, Kim 
was often shuttled between 
their two homes and soon 
took advantage of her moth­
er's lenient parenting style. 

In an newspaper interview 
from 1984, Lucy Larrow said,1 

"I wasn't a big disciplinar­
ian. I always told my kids you 
don't have to do anything you 
don't want to; it's a democ­
racy, after all." 

Cooper, who hasn't spoken 
to Lucy Larrow since 1984 
and said their relationship is 
strained, says Kim took her 
mother's words to heart. 

"She came to live with my 
family in Milan when she was 
about 12 or 13," he said. "She 
was a rebel. She used drugs 
and did not listen to author­
ity. She wasn't a model kid, 
but she was still a sweet kid." 

After leaving Milan, 
Cooper said Kim began a pat­
tern of running away. 

According to a supplemen­
tal report attached to the 
original police report, Canton 
police documented that the 
teenager ran away from her 
mother's home twice in 1979 
and once in 1980. 

In her 1984 interview, Lucy 
Larrow smiled when recalling 
the time Kim left home and 
hitchhiked unannounced to 
Florida with a friend. 

"I remember getting calls 
several times that Kim ran 

away again " Cooper said. 
"She ran with a tough group." 

Kunges, a former Trenton 
resident who calls her niece 
by her first and middle name, 
said she was able to look past 
Kim's defiant behavior and 
saw a child in pain. 

"Just before she disap­
peared, I had a minute to talk 
with her and I could tell that 
she was not happy," she said. 
"I let her know that she could 
always call her Aunt Rosie 
and she said, 'I know.' I think 
she was just curled up within 
herself and didn't know 
which way to turn.'' 

HANGING ON TO HOPE 
With Lucy Larrow now liv­

ing in Arizona, Cooper said 
the last time he spoke with 
her, he was told to "drop 
this." 

"I understand she may want 
to move on but if my daughter 
went missing, every day of my 
life would be devoted to find­
ing her," he said. "We have to 
at least try to find her." 

During the resurgence of 
the investigation, which has 
been picked up as a project 
by the University of North 
Texas, Pomorski said detec­
tives have spoken with Lucy 
Larrow on a couple of occa­
sions. 

With so many years gone 
by since Kim was spotted, 
Cooper said he doesn't know 
if she is still alive but thinks 
that anything is possible. 

"If we find this little girl, 
well, she wouldn't be a little 
girl anymore," he paused. 
"That would be so cool. What 
a wonderful (thing) if we did 
find her." 

Kunges said it took her a 
long time to come to grips 
that Kim may not be alive. 

"If I see a blonde, I always 
look," she said. "But I'm ratio­
nal about it now, I just want 
closure. It's hard for me to 
admit it because Kim Marie 
had enormous potential. She 
was a loving child who just 
wanted to please." 

Pomorski said he encour­
ages anyone with information 
about Kim's disappearance 
to come forward. To contact 
him, call (734) 394-5423. 

"We would love it," 
Pomorski said. "We are work­
ing on this as best as we can 
and we are keeping an open 
mind." 

tlparks@hometpwnlile.com 

AROUND CANTON 

McCotter to Speak 
The Canton Rotary Club 

will host U.S. Rep. Thaddus 
McCotter as a guest speaker 
at its weekly luncheon at 
noon, Monday, April 21 at 
Garrabba's Italian grill 1900 
Haggerty Road in Canton. 
McCotter, who is up for 
reelection this fall, will be 
speaking about his efforts on 
preserving and promoting 
manufacturing and small 
business, as well as fighting 
to reduce taxes and the size 
and scope of government. 

All local citizens and busi­
ness owners are welcome to 
lunch — cost is $11. For more 
information, contact the 
Rotary Club at (734) 844-
7400. 

Newcomers to meet 
Canton Community 

Relations Police Officer 
Debra Newsome will dis­
cuss community policing, 
how to avoid being a victim 
of crime and much more 
at the Canton Newcomers 
7:15 p.m., Wednesday May 
7 adult general meeting. 
Sign up for activities includ­
ing scrapbooking, bunko, 
walking, playgroups, ladies 
night out, couples social and 
others. Enjoy refreshments 
from Ginger Restaurant, 

limelight 
Canton's Elisabeth Crawford, 
Miss Michigan USA 2008, had the 
opportunity to meet with Donny 
Osmond in Las Vegas during the Miss 
USA competition last week. Donny 
and Marie Osmond hosted the 57th 
annual MISS USA Pageant from the 
Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino, 
which was broadcast live April 11 on 
NBC. Crawford didn't win but was 
thrilled with the experience. "Working 
with Donny and Marie was an exciting 
and wonderful opportunity and re-
inspired me to redouble my efforts to 
encourage children to eat responsibly 
to prevent cancer - a cause close to 
my heart," Crawford said. 

meet Arbonne representative 
Carol Wassner-Amado, and 
enter a raffle to benefit a 
local charity. 

Order a complimentary 
newsletter and learn more 
about this social, civic and 
charitable organization 
by visiting www.canton-
newcomers.org or calling 
Donna at (734) 398-6487-
This meeting will be held at 
the Sunflower Clubhouse, 
at 45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center. 

Agape Christian event 

Agape Christian Academy 
(ACA) is inviting the public 
to its Spring Open House 
on campus Friday April 
25, from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
Agape, which is located at 
45081 Geddes Road, Canton 
(between Canton Center 
and Sheldon), is currently 
accepting applications for 
the 2008/2009 school year. 

For more information 
or to set up a private tour 

of the Academy; please 
contact Deborah Comer 
- Enrollment Coordinator at 
(734)394-0357-

ACA is also holding its 
5th Annual Spring Auction 
from 7-9:45 p.m., April 25. 
Tickets are available by reg­
istering with the ACA office 
at (734) 394-0357 for $20 
perperson/$35 per couple, 
or alternatively at the door 
for $25. 

There are numerous 
items available with bids 
starting at $5 in the silent 
auction, with a live auction 
finale. 

Hors d'oeuvres and non­
alcoholic beverages are 
included in the ticket price. 

Chiefettes tryouts 
Canton High School 

Chiefettes Pom Pon teams 
will hold tryouts Wednesday, 
May 7, 6-8:30 p.m. (clinic); 
Thursday, May 8, 6-8:30 
p.m. (clinic); Friday, May 9, 
6-9 p.m. (clinic and inter­
views); Saturday, May 10, 
10-11 a.m. (check in) and 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. (tryouts). All 
meetings will be held at the 
Phase 3 Building at Canton 
High School. 

For more information, stu­
dents should check in their 
school office. 

Hindu Temple, Oakwood on agenda this week 
Canton Board of Trustees 

The board will meet at 
7 p.m., April 22 at Canton 
Administration Building, 1150 
S. Canton Center Road. 

• Public hearing for cherry 
hill orchard subdivision 
request to create street light 
special assessment district. 

• Public hearing for JLM 
Restaurant, Inc. requesting 
to transfer ownership of an 
escrowed 2007 class c liquor 
licensed business, with Sunday 
sales permit, outdoor service 
and official permit for Nan 
Inc. located at 6600 N. Canton 
Center Road. 

• Public hearing on the 
assessment roll for the Copper 
Creek special assessment dis­
trict. • Consider Huntington 
Bank site plan. 

• Consider developer insti­
gated revisions for Canton 
Corner east outlot - site plan 
for Potbelly restaurant. 

• Consider special land use 
request and site plan for the 
Hindu Temple rebuild. 

• Consider award of a con­
tract for grass cutting and 
noxious weed cutting ser­
vices to Executive Property 
Maintenance, Inc. for the 
2008. 

• Rouge River trail trees 
- River Day 2008. 

• Consider the purchase of 
2008 Expedition for fire mar­
shal. 

• First reading of the indoor 
pet boarding facility ordi­
nance, chapter 18 of the code of 
ordinances. 

• Approval of price quote 

Mother's Day 
Brunch 

i n t h e T o w n s e n d G r a n d B a l l r o o m 

1 1 : 0 0 a . m . 1 : 3 0 p . m . s e a t i n g t i m e s 

* Eggs, Omelet and Waffle Station M a d e to Order 

Chilled Seafood Display 

- Sushi Rolls 

- Oysters 

- Shrimp 

' Carving Station 

Children's Buffet 

CANTON CINEMA 

MITY 
THEATERS 

BcfcetKioakaTiekBts Online 

www.GQTI.coni 
7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - F I L M 

DETROIT'S BEST 
M O V I E D E A L 

ADULTS...$58°° 
CHILDREN 6-12...$20°° 

Children 5 and 
under Free 

Complimentary 
Mimosas 

* Hqtf ta t ion ; 

- t g g s Benedict 

- Bacon, Sausage Links 

_ f.incTAr r".laT»H ^almQr) 

ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

B IG S C R E E N S 
$ 4 0 0 A L L S E A T S 

EXCEPT ADULT EVE. 

SHOWTIMES 4/18 - 4/24 ©No passes 

$ 7 . 5 0 

for windows for historic Clyde 
house. 

• Approve the budget adjust­
ment for the recreation budget 
- therapeutic recreation. 

• Fellows creek golf club 
improvements. 

• Approve agreement for the 
golf professional at Pheasant 
Run. 

Canton Planning 
Commission 

The planning commission 
will meet at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
April 21, on the first floor 
of Canton's Administration 
Building. Items on the agenda 
include: 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
• Cherry Hill Village Market 

Place: Consider minor Planned 
Development District, site plan 
and site plan modification. 
Property is located south of 
Cherry Hill Road and east of 
Independence Street. 

• Canton Friendship Church 
rezoning: Consider rezon-
ing request from RR, Rural 
Residential, to R-3, Single-
Family Residential. Property 
is located north of Saltz Road 
and east of Beck Road. 

• Oakwood Canton medical 
campus planned development: 
Consider preliminary PDD. 
Property is located on the west 
side of Beck Road, north of 
Michigan Avenue. 

Plymouth-Canton School 
Board 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Schools Board of Education 
on Tuesday will discuss the 
Plymouth-Canton Educational 
Park renewal project. After 
the regular meeting, the board 
will begin a workshop session 
on the 2008-09 budget. The 
board meets at 7 p.m. at the 
E.J. McClendon Educational 
Center, 454 S. Harvey, in 
Plymouth. 

k refill!, 8 25c corn refill 

F R E E 
SPRING MATINEES 

Saturday & Sunday 10 & I t AM 
4/18-4/20 MR. MAGOBIUM (G) 

BRATZ: GIRLZ REALLY ROCK 
Saturday April 19 10:00 am 

DRUM CORPS INTERNATIONAL 
2008: THE COUNTDOWN 

Thursday April M 7:30 pm 

O FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (R) 
11:10, 2:10, 4:35,7:00,9:25 
FRI/SATLS 11:50 
O FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG-13) 

11:50,2:2a, 4:50. 7:20,9:50 O EXPELLED: HO INTELLIGENCE ALLOWED 
(PQt 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45 
O STREET KINGS (Ki 

12:15.2:40.5:05,7:30,9:55 
LEATMERHEADS (PG-13) 
FRI/MON-WED 11:10.1:40, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10 
SAT/SUN 1:40,4:10,6:40.9:10 
FRI/SAT LS 11:40 TH 11:10,1:40, 4:10 
NUN'S ISLAND (PG) 
12:10, 2:30, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30 
THE RUMS (Ft) FRI/SAT LS 11:45 
OR. SEUSS NORTON HEARS A WHO (G) 
12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:10, 9:20 
FRI/SATLS 11:30 

I KRK m= B= 
2 0 o z . D R I N K 

wJih $2.75 purchase 
of 46oz. bag of buttery popcorn 

pwcomers 
W e l c o m e S e r v i c e * 

Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since i960! 
Get t o k n o w C a n t o s a n d P l y m o u t h 

w i t h o u r F R E E Welcome Packet . 

C a l l L i n d a T o d a y a t 7 5 4 - 7 1 8 - 9 0 9 5 
or visit our website at www.a2newcomers.com 

For business sponsorship opportunities, please call 734.476.5891. 
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Whentj 
Agency, one entire 

Disney, nobody beats AAA Travel 
we're featuring the exciu:' 

to Watt Disney World® Resort and Disneyland® 

on ui. 
Adventures by Disney are also in the spotlight 

April 21st-25th 
For more information please call: 

AAA Canton 
2017 N. Canton Center Rd. 

734-844-0146 
AAA members receive gift with purchase on select packages 

"restrictions apply 

CONTACT A KNOWLEDGEABLE AAA TRAVEL AGENT 
ABOUT DISNEY BOOKING WEEK SPECIALS! 

•'• - Herb Rubbed Turkey 

- Fresh Seasonal Vegetables 

:& Pasta Station Salad Bar 

Breakfast Breads 

L Deluxe Sweet Table 

Fo r r e s e r v a t i o n s , 
c a l l o r e - m a i l : 
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CANTON BUSINESS BRIEFS 

'Parrothead' Bob Boyer would 
have fit right in at a Jimmy Buffett 
concert. At right, Scott LaRiche 
selects a lei from Mary Wood. It 
looks like Dr. Michael Brannan 
approves. 

Chamber auction goes tropical 
Was it the grass skirts or . 

perhaps the endless supply of 
leis floating around? 

Either way, the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce's ven­
ture to Margaritaville for its 
annual dinner auction was 
well received according to 
organizers. 

"People had fun, fun, fun," 
said Chamber President 
Diane Cojei. "It was a fantas­
tic night and considering the 
economy we did very well." 

Cojei said she doesn't know 
the exact amount of money 
raised for the chamber but 
said ticket sales were up this 
year. The theme for this year's 
event was Margaritaville, a 
play on the Jimmy Buffett 
song. 

"Even the employees (at 
Burton Manor) had fun," she 
said. "People are already say­
ing they want to work the 
event next year." 

The annual auction, which 

is one the chamber's biggest 
fund-raisers, included a prize 
vacation to Hawaii. 

"I have not heard one 
negative comment about the 
event," Cojei said. "It was 
great." 

Tiffany L. Parks 

At right, Terry Jobbit went for the 
grass skirt look. 

Earth Day open house 
Mechanical Energy Systems, 

located at 8130 Canton Center 
Road, two blocks south of Joy 
in Canton, will be hosting an 
Earth Day Open House on 
Saturday, April 26, from 10 
a.m.to3p.m. The event is 
free and will give attendees the 
opportunity to "see, touch and 
feel" solar energy and learn 
how it works. 

Involved in the solar industry 
for more than 27 years, own­
ers Joe and Donna Napolitano 
have been working hard to edu­
cate Michigan residents and 
businesses about the many ben­
efits of solar technology. Their 
working showroom features a 
Solatube Natural Daylighting 
System, a solar hot water heat­
ing system, a solar thermal 
space heating system and a 
solar powered attic fan. Other 
solar and alternative energy 
applications will also be on dis­
play, including a wind turbine. 
Information regarding federal 
tax credits will also be provided. 
For more information regarding 
solar energy options, please visit 
www.by-solar.com, or call (734) 
453-6746. 

New Aldi to open 
A 19,000-square-fbot Aldi 

discount grocery store will open 
in the Canton Shopping Center 
at the intersection of Ford and 
Lilly roads, sometime this 
month, according to the center's 
owner and property manager, 
Broder & Sachse Real Estate 
Services, Inc. 

In connection with the new 
Aldi store, Broder & Sachse 
plans a multi-million dollar ren­
ovation of the center - including 

a completely new facade and 
streetscape improvements, says 
John Hamburger, Broder & 
Sachse vice president - director 
of real estate services., 

Aldi is leasing the former 
Sears Hardware store that 
closed in 2006. Other shop­
ping center tenants include bd's 
Mongolian Barbeque, Chuck E. 
Cheese and Play It Again Sports. 

Administrator honored 
Leslie Rowe of Canton 

has been chosen by Eastern 
Michigan University Health 
Administration Program, a 
division of the School of Health 
Services, as a Distinguished 
Alumna of the Year. Rowe is the 
Assistant Executive Director at 
Henry Ford Village, a full ser­
vice retirement community in 
Dearborn. 

Rowe has held the position 
of assistant executive director 
since September of2007. Prior 
to her appointment, she was the 
administrator at Renaissance 
Gardens, the health care facil­
ity at Henry Ford Village from 
March of2005. Rowe joined 
the Henry Ford Village team 
as manager of Home Support 
Services in January of2001. 

Rowe received her 
Bachelor of Science in Health 
Administration at EMU. 
She is currently pursuing a 
Masters of Science in Quality 
Management from Eastern 
Michigan University's College 
of Technology. She is also &• 
licensed nursing home admin­
istrator. 

Rowe received her award at 
an annual event which recog­
nizes the College's Distinguished 
Alumni, 

L I V O N I A D E N T A L G R O U P 
Dr. Daniel Fox, Dr. Dennis Freeman, Dr. Victor Studer & Dr. Greg Young 

Are Proud to Welcome Back to Livonia... 
David J. Torbyr D.D.S., M.S. Orthodontist 

Michigan Licensed Orthodontist limiting his 
practice to the specialty of orthodontics. 

University of Michigan Graduate. 

We are happy to now offer orthodontics 
among our dental care services. 

32280 Five Mile Road • Livonia 

Across the street from the Livonia Recreational Center 

Online^t^ M m r w J i y o n ^ ^ 
OE08S977*2 , 

4 1 -

S t . V a l e n t i n e S c h o o l 

O P E N H O U S E M a y 4 t h 1 - 3 p . m . 

Catholic Values • Christian Based • Academic Excellence 

F u l l A c c r e d i t e d K - 8 P r o g r a m 

T r a n s i t i o n a l K i n d e r g a r t e n 
P r o g r a m 

3-4 Y e a r O l d P r e s c h o o l 
P r o g r a m 

L a t c h K e y A f t e r - S c h o o l 
P r o g r a m s 

Electives: 
• Math Counts 
• Future City Science & Engineering 

(2 Time State Champions) 
• National Honor Society 
• Athletics • Band 
• Scouting Program 
• K-8 Spanish 

2 5 8 7 5 H o p e R d . • R e d f o r d • M I 4 8 2 3 9 • 3 1 3 - 5 3 3 - 7 1 4 9 
Website: http:WStValentine.pvt.kl2.mi.us 

W m i i i i i i ^ ^ ^ m i i 

" M y d o c t o r said I n e e d e d a h i p replacement. After 

p l a n n i n g the surgery, I l earned I n e e d e d to p lan 

m v recovery, too." 

My doctor suggested HCR ManorCare. a "nursing home." My doctor tola me, "they're 
different than you think." So. I met their physical therapists, visited their renab area and 
talked to the admissions director and case manager who reviewed their successtul patient 
outcome history. After my surgery, HCR ManorCare helped me rehabilitate my hip so I'd 
be ready to go home. I was surprised at how young the patients were and that many of 
them were receiving medical rehab and returning home. 

At HCR ManorCare, our team has the expertise to guide you through your personalized 
care program so you can plan your recovery as part of your planned surgery. 

For more information or for a free brochure on "How to Select a Rehabilitation Center," 
please call the center nearest you. 

Heartland -
Allen Park 
313-386-2150 

Heartland -
Ann Arbor 
734-975-2600 

Heartland - Canton 
734-394-3100 

Marvin & Betty Danto 
Health Care Center 
248-788-5300 

Heartland -
Dearborn Heights 
313-274-4600 

Heartland - Dorvin 
248-476-0555 

Heartland -
Georgian Bloomfield 
248-645-2900 

Heartland -
Georgian East 
586-778-0800 

Heartland - Oakland 
248-729-4400 

Heartland -
Plymouth Court 
734-455-0510 

Heartland - University 
734-427-8270 

Heartland -
West Bloomfield 
248-661-1700 

H C R M a n o r C a r e ^ 
Heartland • Danto 

©2008 TCF National Bank. Member FTJIC. *The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.75% for a 12-Month CD is effective 04/18/08. Fees could 
reduce earnings. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal*. Offer not available on Jumbo CDs. Certain limitations apply. See a TCF Rep­
resentative for details. +New accounts must be opened between March 1 - May 30,2008. To qualify for the $100 Cash Offer, one direct deposit 
of $25 or more from a third party source must post to your new account by June 30,2008, and account owner must make five purchases using 
their new TCF Check Card within 30 days of account opening. Offer is available to individuals and small businesses without a TCF Checking 
account in the past 90 days. TCF reserves the right to cancel or modify this promotion at any time. Customer is responsible for all applicable 
taxes. $100 Cash Offer will be automatically deposited directly into the customer's new checking account within 6-8 weeks of account opening, 
assuming all requirements are met. www.tcfbank.com. 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://www.by-solar.com
http:WStValentine.pvt.kl2.mi.us
http://www.tcfbank.com
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BY BRAD KADRICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

While Jean Pierre Orlewicz 
found out his fate Wednesday, 
Alexander Letkemann won't 
know his for a few more days. 

When a Wayne County 
Circuit Court jury found 
Orlewicz, 18, of Plymouth 
Township guilty of first-degree 
murder, felony murder and 
mutilation of a corpse, it meant 
a mandatory life sentence with­
out the possibility of parole 
when he's sentenced May 12. 

Alexander Letkemann, on 
the other hand, still has to 
wait out Judge Annette Berry's 
decision. The 18-year-old from 

ice set for 
Westland, who pleaded guilty 
to second-degree murder in the 
death of 26-year-old Daniel 
Sorensen, got a deal from the 
Wayne County prosecutor, who 
agreed to a sentence recom­
mendation of20-30 years. 

Letkemann's sentenc­
ing is scheduled for 9 a.m. 
Wednesday in Berry's court­
room in Wayne County Circuit 
Court. The deal came in 
exchange for Letkemann's tes­
timony against Orlewicz. 

1 talked to Alex (Thursday), 
and he's doing well," said 
Raymond Cassar, Letkemann's 
attorney. "He told me right 
from the beginning he wanted 
to make this right, and that?s 

38000 Ann Arbor Rd. 
Livonia 
( 7 3 4 ) 4 6 4 - 0 3 3 0 ' 
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Your Meat & Dt-ti / 
SupvimatkU 

SALE VALID APRIL 20 - APRIL 27 

Fully Cooked Dearborn 

WHOLE 

" a Fresh Ground Beef 

H M D SHU 
SIRLOIN £ * 

Family Pack 

• 
• 

lb 

Bone-In Center Cut 

PORK $ 
CHOPS 9 

2 
• 
I 

Ib A 

USDA Tender 

NEW YORK $B|gg 

Fresh Skinless Boneless 

CHICKEN $igg ' 
BREAST ' 

Family Pack 
Ib • 

/jWjM Great on The Grill 

CHICKEN KABOBS 5 

FILET MIGNON $6" 
^ • ^ ^ ^ » J 

Lean Boneless 

DELMONICO SQ99 
PORK ROAST £ * 

• 

16 oz Pack * 

BALL PARK H%M ' 
FRANKS ' fl; 

Fresh Ground Beef 

GROUND $1119 
CHOCK 9 j M 

I 

• 

PIT 

Family Pack 

Fresh Sliced 

SARA LEE $499 
LUNCHMEAT 

Alexander Letkemann of Westland, 
a former Livonia Churchill student, . 
describes the killing of Daniel 
Sorensen during testimony in Wayne 
County Circuit Court Wednesday. 

what he did." 
Letkemann's father, Pete, 

and James Sorensen, the father 
of the victim, both had praise 
for Letkemann's testimony. 

"We love Alex and we believe, 
as does Alex, that his testify­
ing was the right thing to do," 
Pete Letkemann said. "I don't 
mean the right thing to do for 
Alex, but the right thing to do, 
period." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(734)459-2700 -

TRIAL 
FROM PAGE A!„ 

Alexander, be sentenced to 
20-30 years in prison for his 
role in Sorensen's killing, 
and William and Charlotte 
Orlewicz will see Jean Pierre 
be remanded to the state's 
custody for the rest of his life 
May 12. 

"We lost a son, but for the 
rest of his life, the Orlewiczes 
have lost the companionship 
of their son, too," said Kim 
Sorensen. "We hope the com­
munity remembers them in 
their prayers, too." 

The Orlewicz family has 
declined to comment through­
out the case. Orlewicz's attor­
ney, James Thomas, said 
following the trial his client 
would appeal. 

There will be no such appeal 
for Alexander Letkemann, the 
18-year-old former Livonia 
Churchill High School student, 
following his April 1 guilty 
plea to second-degree murder. 
It was Letkemann's chilling 
description of the murder that 
ultimately convinced jurors to 
convict Orlewicz. 

Letkemann's role in the trial 

DISCOVER THE DEMMER DIFFERENCE! 

2 0 0 8 F 1 5 0 X L 
Automatic, air, privacy glass, 
slider, cruise control, stereo, 
decor group. Stock #802521, 

Was $21,740 

37300 Michigan Ave. at Newburgh 
Wayne • Just East of 1-275 
734-721-2600 
aplanheatlquarters.com 

12,218 
, Save Over 

95(10 

45' 

*A-Plan purchase. Plus tax, title & lie. All applicable rebates included in price, 
including RL.C return retail renewal. WAC. Subject to change. Sale ends 4-30-08 

A p r i l 23 - M a y 18, 2008 

••A 

248-377-3300 www.mbtheatre.com 

THE 

AND 

NEWSPAPERS 
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM 

BILL BRESLER 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

While James 
and Kimberley 
Sorensen of 
Westland are glad 
their murdered 
son, Daniel, 
received justice, 
they feel for the 
families of the 
two teens going 
to prison for his 
murder. 

drew praise from a surprising 
source: the victim's father., 

"Please understand that I 
have anger toward Alex," James 
Sorensen said. "That being 
said, I'm very proud of Alex. He 
stood up like a man and took 
responsibility for his actions." 

For Letkemann, the trial was 
but a subplot on the rest of his 
life. His parents said they paid 
some attention to the trial, but 
remain focused on their own 
son. Pete Letkemann, who 
called the Sorensens "amazing 
people," said his son always 
wanted to "tell the truth." 

"We love Alex and we believe, 
as does Alex, that his testify­
ing was the right thing to do," 
Pete Letkemann said. "I don't 
mean the right thing to do for 
Alex, but the right thing to do, 
period." 

The elder Letkemann said 
his son is anxious to get 
Wednesday's sentencing hear­
ing behind him so he can move 
on and rebuild his life from 
prison. Alex Letkemann, who 
amused observers during his 
testimony by describing him­
self as a "beatnik," has an inter­
est in music. 

"This is his chance for 
redemption," Pete Letkemann 

APPEALING THE VERDICT 
James Thomas, the lawyer for 
convicted killer Jean Pierre 
Orlewicz, said he'll appeal 
Wednesday's guilty verdict. 
Orlewicz, 18, was' convicted of 
first-degree murder, felony mur­
der and mutilation of a corpse. 
He faces a life sentence without 
possibility of parole when he's 
sentenced May 12. 
Thomas said he'll appeal based 
on Wayne County Circuit Court. 
Judge Annette Berry's decision 
to keep out evidence of victim 
Daniel Sorensen's criminal past, 
including personal protection 
orders taken out against him by 
four individuals. 

Thomas spent much of the trial, 
trying to paint Sorensen as a 
violent bully, and said those 
PPOs would have substantiated 
that claim. 

said. "He wants a second 
chance." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(734)459-2700 

Your Are Invited to a 
Diabetes Education Event ai... 
39800 Ford Road, east of 1-275 in Canton 

Monday, April 28 t h • Noon - 3 p.m. 
Come to Sam fs Club Diabetes Education Day and 

learn more about diabetes self-management through 

meter training and diabetes educational materials. 

Bring in a prescription for 
an ACCU-CHEK® meter, 

ACCU-CHEK® test strips, 
ACCU-CHEK® lancets and 
choose the ACCU-CHEK® 

system that's right for you... 

FREE of CHARGE! 
OE08S97139 

ACCU-CHEK" 

#1 Horizontal Double 4 White . . . s 5 1 . 9 5 m t t . 
#1 Soffit 10" wide White . . . s 5 0 . 0 0 per sq. 

iGAFl Roofing Shingles . . . s 37.40 persq. (pick up only) 

25-Year Fiberglass 1 Roof Top Available 

1st Quality Heavy Gauge Gutter (in i s colors)... nearest ft. 

24"x50' Aluminum Coil Stock (wide selection)... persq. 
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30175 Ford Road • Garden City 
(between Middlebelt & Meffimani 

May 28 - June 8: Lee Meriwether in "Nunsense jamboree" • Building Materials, Inc. pen Mon.- Fri. 8-5; Sai. 8-12; Closed Sun. 

Center for Joint Replacement • St Mary Mercy Hospital 

G e t o n T h e R o a d t o R e c o v e r y ! 

C h e c k o u t w e b s i t e f o i a d d i t i o n a l s p e c i a l s ! M i k e s - m a i k e t p l a c e . c o m 

Learn About the Treatment of 
Arthritis and Joint Pain 
with Total Joint Replacement 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital offers a comprehensive, 
patient-centered Joint Replacement Program that 
guides you through the entire process and prepares 
you for a successful, speedy recovery. 

If you're considering joint replacement, attend this 
free seminar to learn how you can take control of 
your life and return to the activities you have always 
enjoyed. 

•01 / 

T o t a l J o i n t R e p l a c e m e n t 

E d u c a t i o n a l S e m i n a r 

\ | iri l 24 • M.n 22 • .luiu* 2b d p in. 
!/•#• jfi*1

 t'li/U i-wiit.'1 itiitK'.h" ( '•'""room 10 

Call to register- 734 655.2430 

ST. M A R Y M E R C Y 

H O S P I T A L 

A M E M B E R O F © T R I N I T Y H E A L T H 

36475 Five Mile Rd 
Livonia, Mi 48154 
P 734.655.4800 
www.stmarymercy.org 
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see us n o w 

% t W O W ! 
T h e d i s t i n c t p l e a s u r e o f y o u r c o m p a n y is r e q u e s t e d 

o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f L i v o n i a ' s W o o d h a v e n R e t i r e m e n t C o m m u n i t y ' s 

Anniversary & Grand Re-Opening 

Celebrat ion 

S u n d a y , A p r i l 2 7 
Hi 
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i n t h e a f t e r n o o n 
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d c o l d h o r s d ' o e u v r e s w i l l b e s e r v e d 

Woodhaven is Livonia's only Retirement Community with every level of care! 

Independent living apartments - one and two bedroom with one or two baths. 

Assisted living - private rooms, studio apartments and one bedroom apartments. 

Memory services - companion rooms, privacy rooms and private rooms. 

Skilled nursing, rehabilitation, post hospital recovery and hospice care. 

Michigan's only Adult Day Program that is open 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. 365 days/year. 

Woodhaven just completed $4,000,000 of enhancements and expansion providing 

• Quaint bistro dining 

• Three separate and distinct neighborhoods 

V • Expanded physical, occupational 

i and speech therapy | 

llliSl® 

Some immediate occupancy resulting 

from additional brand new rooms. 

R.S.V.P. desired, but not required 

by calling Gloria G. at 

(734) 261-9000 
or by email at 

g l o r i a g @ w o o d h a v e n r c . o r g 

1 

E T I R E M E N T C O M M U N I T Y 
2 9 6 6 7 W e n t w o r t h • L i v o n i a , M i c h i g a n 

(1st street north of Five Mile, west side of Middlebelt) 

7 3 4 - 2 6 1 - 9 0 0 0 

w w w . w o o d h a v e n - r e t i r e m e n t . c o m • g l o r i a g @ w o o d h a v e n r c . o r g 
OE08597362 

http://www.hometownlife.com
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http://www.woodhaven-retirement.com
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'... A view of the bay' 
Veteran police officer trades city lights for small town life 

BYDARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After investigating murders, 
robberies, home invasions, violent 
assaults and other brutal crimes, 
Westland police Sgt David Heater 
is ready for a slower-paced life. 

I've been going at 90 mph for 
years," he said. 

Heater, a Canton resident, left 
his big-city detective job Friday to 
become a small-town cop in tiny 
Harbor Springs, a picturesque 
place Up North that hasn't had 
a homicide in almost 50 years. 
He starts his new assignment 
Monday. 

"WestJand's loss certainly is 
Harbor Springs' gam," Westland 
Police Chief James Ridener said. 
"They definitely hit a home run 

T h u r s d a y , A p r i l 2 4 , 2 0 0 8 • 5 - 6 :30 p . m . 

• Meet representatives from various industry sectors 
• Learn the benefits of a Travel Industry Career 
• Speak with instructors about Career Training Programs 

with Dave." 
Heater's departure will leave 

Westland without a polygraph 
expert, forcing local authorities 
to rely on other rommunities. 
Humble though he seems, Heater 
is a flunking man's detective. 

He grew up in Lansing, the 
son of a father, William, who was 
a psychology professor, college 
administrator and minister, and 
a mother, Mary Ellen, who had 
a master's degree in social work 
from the University of Michigan. 
They didn't want him to become 
apolice officer. They had loftier 
goals for him. 

Heater, 44, studied photojour-
nalism and received his bachelor's 
degree from Michigan State 
University. He also earned a mas­
ter's degree in liberal studies from 

(734) 677-1562 

1 *27fl Wwhternxv Ave 
si-1 \nn \rbvi 

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY 

M I C H A E L R. C O H E N , D . O . 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializ'm-i hi D n I I M - * 

of the Skin, Hair & Nails 

Invites you to visit and receive 
the care pu deserve. 

• Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
• Acne Botox • Much More 

Accepting New Patients • AH Ages 
Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available 

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, Novi, Michigan mil 

grea tlakesderm @ yafioo.com or=oese5205 

|, village Shopkeeper 
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ORIGINAL 
PR ICES 
EXAMPLES* 

SALE PRICE 

NOW 

ONLY! 
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'Complete & Official Price Charts Available In Store 

AMISH OAK & CHERRY FURNITURE, 
QUALITY TOYS & CHILDREN'S FURNITURE, 

DISTINGUISHED OFFICE FURNITURE -
HERITAGE LACE AND HANDMADE 

WOVEN TEXTILES - PLUS CERAMICS & 
CHINA, A.I. ROOT CANDLES, WILLIRAYE 
FIGURINES, TIN WOODSMAN PEWTER, 
SILVER FOREST JEWELRY & MORE! 

spar 

Eastern Michigan University. 
Still, his heart tugged him toward 
police work, and he eventually 
enrolled in the same Lansing 
police academy as his then-new 
friend, Ridener. 

As a student journalist, Heater 
recalled taking pictures when a 
local officer was shot dead. He 
also covered the funeral and won 
awards for his work, but the story 
only drew him closer to a career in 
police work. 

Heater's first job in law enforce­
ment came in Westland, where he 
has cherished his nearly 21-year 
career. He has worked as a patrol 
officer, in drug-related special 
investigations, as a plainclothes 
officer, as a SWAT team mem­
ber, as apolygraph expert and as 
detective bureau sergeant. 

JOB PRIDE 
"Being a sergeant was very 

important to me," said Heater. 1 
was very proud to be a sergeant" 

Heater has been involved in 
high-profile cases and brought 
some ofWestland's worst crimi­
nals to justice. He helped investi­
gate a grisly case in 2004in which 
a Garden City man's body was 

unearthed in a Westland back 
yard, seven years after he was 
murdered and buried by a hom­
eowner now serving23-40years 
in prison. 

Heater also became aleading 
investigator in Westland's worst 
massacre on Sept. IX, 2003, when 
a gunman shot and killed four 
people and wounded two others at 
a party store on Newburgh north 
of Ford. The killer ultimately took 
his own life, but his female accom­
plice was convicted at trial and 
sent to prison for life. 

"People often don't realize that 
detectives are human beings, 
and we carry this stuff with us," 
Heater said, adding that me party 
store massacre "is one of those 
cases Til always have in my head." 

Ifs those kinds of cases — and 
the ovembelming workload that 
locaWetectives often face — that 
has readied Heater for a slower 
pace, a quieter place where he 
and his wife of 13 years, Carol, 
can raise their 8-year-old twin 
sons, Nathan and Eric. Heater's 
stepdaughter, high school senior 
Brittany, -will stay behind to 
attend Schoolcraft College, and 
his stepson, Mike, will keep his 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
MEETING NOTICE 

CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 
(734) 453-1234 

A regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on 
Thursday, May 1,2008 at 7:00 P.M. in the Commission Chambers 
of the City Hall, 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, MI, to consider the 

following item: 

1. Z 08-06 886 N. Mill 

2. Z 08-07 915 Linden 

Non-Use Variance Requested 
Rear Yard Setback for Lot Split 
Zoned: MU, Mixed Use 
Applicant: Dominic Maltese 

Non-Use Variance Requested 
Front & Rear Yard Setbacks 
Zoned: R-l, Single Family Residential 
Applicant: Kathleen & Stephen Owsley 

All interested persons are invited to attend. 

In. compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Plymouth 
wiD provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers 
for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meetmg'hearing, to individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary 
aids or services maybe made by writing or calling the following: 

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170, (734) 453-1234, Ext. 206 

Publish: April 20,2008 
OEO8597740 - 211 AS 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, 
MICHIGAN. 

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Public Act 110 of 
2006, of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the 
Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the 
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, May 5, 2008, in the First Floor Meeting 
Room of the Canton Township Administration Building, 1150 
S. Canton Center Road at 7:00 p.m. on the following proposed 
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance: 

CANTON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 
AMENDMENT - CONSIDER REQUEST TO AMEND THE 
CANTON TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 4.01 (OFF 
STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS), 6A.09 (EXEMPTION TO 
SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENTS), ARTICLE 6A.12 (SIGNS IN 
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS), AMEND 
SECTIONS 1.03, 6.02,16.02,17.02, 21.00 AND 22.00 (INDOOR PET 
BOARDING FACILITIES) AND CREATE SECTION 2.29 
(TEMPORARY PORTABLE STORAGE CONTAINERS) . 

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should be 
received at the Canton Township Administration Building, 1150 
Canton Center S., prior to Thursday, May 1, 2008 in order to be 
included in the materials submitted for review. 

VIC GUSTAFSON, Chairman 
Publish: April, 20,2008 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AGENDA 

MAY 8,2008 

Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2008 at 7:00 PM. The 
meeting will be held in the Board Room at the Township 
Administration Building located at 1150 S. Canton Center Road, 
Canton, MI 48188. The following agenda will be discussed: 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 

Roll Call: Randy Blaylock, Jim Cisek, Vicki Welty, Steven Johnson, 
Dawn Zuber 

Acceptance of Agenda 

1. Joseph and Linda Ringer, 47870 Picadilly Court, Canton, MI 
48187 for residential property located at same address, south side 
of Warren Road between Beck and Ridge Roads, appealing Zoning 
Ordinance Article 26.00, Section 26.02, rear yard setback. 

Zone R-2 
Parcel 029 03 0132 000 
(Building) 

2. 31 Canton Associates LLC, 2025 West Long Lake Road, Suite 
104, Troy, MI 48098 for residential properties located at 50810 Mott 
Road, 5230 Barr Road, and unimproved Mott Road acreage, north of 
Mott Road, between Barr and Ridge Roads, appealing Zoning 
Ordinance Article 26.00, Section 26.02.b, Lot dimensions and 
proportions, and Article 27.00, 

Section 27.05.C.5, Approval period. 
Zone R-l andR-4 
Parcels 123 99 0004 000; 123 99 0015 000; 123 99 0005 000 
(Planning) 

Approval of the March 13,2008 Minutes 
All written comments need to be submitted to the Charter 
Township of Canton, Clerk's Office 
1150 S. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48188, prior to 5:00 PM on 
the date of the hearing. 

Publiah:April20,2008 OE0BS97783-2X5.5 
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Westland police Sgt. David Heater reflects on his career in Westland before 
leaving for a small-town job Up North. 

job in Canton. 

NEW HORIZONS 
Heater will face major adjust­

ments. He will leave Westland, 
a city of86,000 residents, for a 
town of1,600 people along the 
shores of Lake Michigan. He will 
shift his career focus to duties 
like issuing traffic tickets, solving 
petty thefts and settling small dis­
putes between neighbors. 

"We're still solving problems," 
Harbor Springs Pohce Chief 
Dan Branson said by telephone. 
"They're just not murders. They're 
not robberies. They're not serial 
rapists." 

Heater will patrol Harbor 
Spring streets, ride abicycle 

through summer festival crowds 
and maneuver a patrol boat across 
the shimmering waters of Little 
Traverse Bay to catch speeders 
and thwart any potential wrong­
doing — not that there is much. 
On his new job, Heater will even 
have time to make sure the homes 
of local folks are locked and secure 
while they're away on vacations or 
wmtertime getaways. 

He will have to adjust to leaving 
a lOO-member pohce force for a 
department that employs a chief 
and four officers. 

Xertainry the small-town envi­
ronment is endearing,'' he said. 
"There are few crimes against 
people. It's a situation where 
everybody knows everybody else." 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 

-should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: April 20 & 24,2008 
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CITY OF LIVONIA 
LIVONIA HOUSING COMMISSION 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 
Proposals will be received by the City of Livonia-Housing 
Commission, Michigan as Owners, until the hour of 2:00 p.m. (Local 
Time) on Tuesday. May 13, 2008, through the NAHRO Electronic 
Procurement System at www.nahro.economicengine.com, at which 
time said proposals will be publicly announced. The announcement 
will take place at the Livonia Housing Commission - Newburgh 
Village, 11999 Newburgh Rd., Livonia, MI. 48150. 

SCOPE OF WORK 
For the purchase, delivery and installation of 229 - 30" Free­
standing Electric Ranges for the Newburgh Village and Silver 
Village senior citizen housing communities. The project is to be 
funded by the 2007-2008 Newburgh Village operating budget and 
the 2007-08 Silver Village operating budget. 

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS 
Specifications and bidding documents will be available on the 
website beginning Monday, April 21, 2008 at 
www.nahro.economicengine.com and hard copies of the specification 
will be available at the Newburgh Village administrative office, 
11999 Newburgh Rd., Livonia, MI. 48150. All proposals are to be 
submitted via the website address. 

The City of Livonia-Housing Commission reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, to award the contract to the lowest responsive 
and responsible bidder and to waive any informalities in the bids 
received. No bid shall be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days 
subsequent to the opening of the bids without the consent of the 
Housing Commission. 

JAMES M. INGLIS, Housing Director 
JACK KIRKSEY, Mayor 
CITY OF LIVONIA 

Publish: April 20,2008 OEQ8597536 - 2<5 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
NOTICE 

CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14,2008 

7:00 PM 
(734) 453-1234 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held in the 
Commission Chambers of the City Hall to consider the following: 

1. SITE PLAN APPROVAL: 

SP 08-05 376 S. Harvey 
Parking Lot Addition 
Zoned: O-l, Office 
Applicant: Mike Gladchun 

2. PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT OF: 

Recreational Vehicle Parking 

3- SITE PLAN APPROVAL: 

SP08-06 605 S.Harvey 
2nd Floor Addition 
Zoned: O-l, Office 
Applicant: Steven Cupchak & Shale Lapping 

4. EXTENSION OF PUD APPROVAL 

PUD 08-01 101 S. Union 
Project Completion Date Extension & 
Building Revision 
Zoned: PUD, Planned Unit Development 
Applicant: Daisy at Plymouth 

All interested persons are invited to attend. 

In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of 
Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of 
printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to 
individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services 
may be made by writing or calling the following: 

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 206 

Publish: Sunday, April 20,2008 QE0B597742 - 2<7 
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Women voters enthused about 2008 presidential race 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Mickey Edell, a speech and language pathologist for the Plymouth-Canton 
school district, is state president for the American Association of University 
Women. She's among women voters taking active roles in this year's election. 

BY JULIE BROWN 

. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Sally Fedus of Plymouth 
Township is excited about rite 
possibility of a woman in the 
Oval Office. 

"I am strongly in favor of 
supporting a woman as presi­
dent," said Fedus, who retired 
from the Internal Revenue 
Service about six years ago. "I 
think it's long overdue." 

She sees U.S. Sen. Hillary 
Clinton, the New York 
Democrat and former first 
lady, as the first viable woman 
candidate. 

I'm excited about the possi­
bility of breaking that (gender) 
barrier. I'm equally excited 
about breaking the race bar­
rier." 

She favors Clinton over 
U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, 
the Democrat from Illinois, 
because she believes Clinton 
has more experience. "I'm 
supporting whichever of the 
Democratic candidates get the 
nomination," said Fedus. "1 
would prefer Sen. Clinton. In 
order to be an effective admin­
istrator, I think you need to 
have some connections." 

Fedus has worked on politi­
cal campaigns in the past, and 
will become more involved 
after the Obama-Clinton race 
is .decided. She didn't see the 
April 16 debate between the 
two. 

"I read the (Detroit) Free 
Press every morning," said 
Fedus, who also relies on CNN 
and MSNBC. She enjoys a lot 
of political discussions with 

friends, which also help to 
shape her views. 

The Iraq war is a major con­
cern for her, "we will hopefully 
get out of the mess we're in." 
A national health care policy 
also ranks high for Fedus: "Of 
course, the economy is a big 
issue, too." She's concerned 
about economic policy going 
back to the presidency of 
Ronald Reagan; Reaganomics, 
and the impact of subsequent 
Republican administrations 
on the economy. 

Fedus had earlier advocated 
Obama as a vice president 
candidate. "Unfortunately, the 
politics have become a little 
nasty and they've picked on 
one another." She'd be pleased 
to see Clinton and Obama 
together on a ticket, but 
acknowledges Clinton likely 
wouldn't take the No. 2 job. 

Fedus would like to see more 
women and minorities at the 
polls this year. "I hope that 
this will stimulate more inter­
est" in voting. 

Fedus, vice president for 
finance for the Plymouth-
Canton branch; American 
Association of University 
Women, supports politi­
cal candidates with her own 
money, including Clinton last 
year. She's supported Gary 
Peters in his bid against U.S. 
Rep. Joe Knollenberg, an 
Oakland County Republican; 
Fedus has supported finan­
cially and voted for GOP can­
didates with whom she agrees. 

Members of Plymouth-
Canton AAUW were looking 
forward to their spring lun­

cheon April 19, and the chance 
to both catch up on what's 
new and discuss politics. State 
President Mickey Edell of 
Canton shared her thoughts on 
the presidential race. 

"I am supporting either one 
of the Democrats who are run­
ning," said Edell, a speech and 
language pathologist in the 

Plymouth-Canton schools. "I 
feel almost equally comfort­
able with either candidate." 

Edell, who works at Hoben 
Elementary in Canton, likes 
that Clinton is strong and a 
seasoned politician. She also 
likes Obama's "message of 
change. Frankly, I think a 
ticket with both of them would 

be ideal." She'd like for Clinton 
to consider the vice president 
spot. 

"There just hasn't been 
much activity going on," 
said Edell, who's been active 
in past political campaigns 
and has supported candi­
dates financially. She's done 
work through the Michigan 
Education Association, her 
teachers union, and with the 
Democratic Party. 

The war in Iraq concerns 
Edell. "I think we need to look 
very closely at the billions of 
dollars that are being spent." 
She also lists women's rights, 
education and affordable 
health care "so that all people 
can have access." 

Edell relies on TV for 
news, along with the MEA 
and National Education 
Association. She uses the 
AAUWWeb site, which offers 
voting record information, and 
also likes discussions "with 
people who are well-versed." 

"I think it's exciting," she 
said of a woman and black 
person seeking the top office. 
"There are so many other 
countries in the world that 
have had women leaders." 

Edell initially thought 
women she knows would 
support Clinton. "I've had 
the gamut of response," with 
not all support for Clinton. 
"Just because she's a woman 
isn't the deciding factor for 
women." Edell agreed it's 
important to get women and 
young people to vote. 

Sharon Belobraidich of 
Plymouth Township, a retired 

Plymouth-Canton elemen­
tary teacher, is one of those 
being courted, the undecided 
voter. "I don't know" said 
Belobraidich, vice president 
for programs for the state 
AAUW, of her vote. "I really 
haven't made up my mind. I 
won't vote Republican because 
I don't believe in the war. I'm 
really in a quandary. 

Belobraidich will donate 
money to a candidate if she 
feels strongly, and has done 
millage calls, but doesn't 
consider herself a "political 
person. I try to listen to what 
they say. I listen to all kind of 
different programs" across the 
political spectrum. 

She reads Time and 
Newsweek, and other maga­
zines with different slants. 
Belobraidich listens to 
debates, and will vote in 
November, although she's 
unhappy about Michigan's del­
egates not being seated at the 
Democratic convention. 

Social Security's future is 
an issue for her, along with 
the Middle East. "I think 
the economy is a mess," said 
Belobraidich, who liked Mitt's 
Romney's business back­
ground when he was in the 
GOP race. 

Terrorism isn't as much of 
an issue for her ("You edu­
cate the children"), but she 
worries seeing friends lose 
their homes in Michigan's 
economy. 

"It's just a sadness what's 
happening in this coun­
try because of greed," 
Belobraidich said. 

F o r u m f o c u s e s 
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Oakland Community College 
will present a unique program 
featuring the memories of 
children and other relatives of 
Michigan's civil rights leaders 
of the 1960s. 

Titled "A Civic Forum" the 
event will be held in the Smith 
Theatre of OCC's Orchard 
Ridge Campus in Farmington 
Hills, 3-5 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 23. Admission is free, 
and the public is invited. 

Presenters include Detroit 
City Council President 
Kenneth Cockrel, Jr., son of the 
late attorney, broadcaster and 
journalist Kenneth Cockrel; 
Dr. Kim Logan-Nowlin, niece 
of Michigan Chronicle publish­
er Sam Logan; Conrad Mallett, 
Jr., son of labor leader and edu­
cator Dr. Conrad Mallett; and 
Judge Wade Harper McCree, 
son of the late Judge Wade 
Hampton McCree, solicitor 
general of the United States in 
the Carter administration. 

The presenters will respond 
to audience questions posed by 
the program's four facilitators 
- professors Les Biederman 
and Peter Stine of the Orchard 
Ridge Campus faculty, and 
Drs. Jackie Shadko and 
Gordon May, presidents of 
OCC's Orchard Ridge and 
Highland Lakes campuses, 
respectively. 

For further information call 
the Orchard Ridge Campus 
president's office at (248) 522-
3900. 

The Orchard Ridge Campus 
is located at 27055 Orchard 
Lake Road, just south of 1-696. 
Ample free parking is available 
in nearby campus lots. 

THINKING ABOUT... 

• Quietest Units 
•Affordable Pricing 
• Quality Installation 
• Extended Warranties 
• EZ Financing 

(734)525-1930 

Our 34th Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT • UVONIA^ 
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Uptown Ridge Investors 
donated $29,000 to the ven­
ture while the township will 
kick in about $75,000. 

When the project went 
before the Township Board 
late last year, Canton resident 
Dan McCausland questioned 
the use of township funds 
for the preservation and said 
the completed project would 
come with annual costs to 
be financed by taxpayers. 
McCausland also criticized 
the suggestion of turning the 
home into a public restroom 
facility. 

The commission, which is 
chaired by Township Clerk 
Terry Bennett, hasn't settled 
on a future use for the prop­
erty. 

"The restroom (proposal) is 
not set in stone," McLaughlin 
said, adding that other pos­
sible uses include office space 
and meeting space. 

B i l l BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The Clyde house is hidden by evergreen trees facing Ridge Road and many 
did now know it was there. The new location will be across the street. 

The interior renovations, 
which aren't expected to 
be completed until funds 
become available, could cost 
$150,000. 

"There will always be those 
who question what we could 
do without and who want us 

to stick to the bare bones, 
but a lot of people move here 
because of the variety of 
things we have in the commu­
nity and our quality of life," 
McLaughlin said. 

tiparks@bometQwniife.com 
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Michigan Eye Doctor Helps Legally Blind 
Dr. Sheldon Smith fits 

special glasses to help 
those with macular 
degeneration and other 
eye conditions keep 
reading and driving. 

By Elena Lombardi 

Most of us take things 
like reading, watching TV 
or playing cards for 
granted. But poor vision 
from conditions like 
macular degeneration, 
glaucoma, diabetes or 
cataracts makes these 
tasks difficult or even 
impossible. When people 
have insufficient vision to 
do the things they want to 
do, they have low vision. 

Today Michigan 
Optometrist Dr. Sheldon 
Smith has the answers 
many of these people have 
been seeking. Dr. Smith, a 
Low Vision Specialist, 
helps people with these 
types of eye diseases see 
better. A Fellow of the 
International Academy of 
Low Vision Specialists, Dr. 
Smith is one of a select 
group of doctors serving 
the visually impaired. 

"People don't know there 
are experienced doctors 
who can help them with 
specialized low vision 
care," says Dr. Smith. 
"Many people are told by 
their own doctors that 
nothing more can be done 
for their eye condition, but 
there are ways to improve 
vision" says Dr. Smith. 
"We fit special devices to 
help patients meet their 
various visual goals." 

Patients often end up 
using weak, clumsy hand­
held magnifiers trying to 
help themselves see better. 
Conversely, Dr. Smith 
prescribes hands-free 
devices that are easier to 
use. "We use the same 
telescopic devices surgeons 

use during operations," 
says Dr. Smith. "That's 
how powerful and 
convenient they are. 

Special prismatic 
reading glasses and 
microscopes help make 
reading a little easier. 
Telescopic glasses 
primarily focus on 
distance objects like TV, 
passing neighbors or 
scenery. Telescopes can 
also be adapted to closer 
tasks like playing cards or 
computers. "Telescopes 
can even help people meet 
the driver vision 
requirement" Dr. Smith 
explained. 

Michigan is one of 46 
states that allow bioptic 
telescopic glasses for 
driving. 

Mr. Leo Hakola, age 85 
of Livonia, Michigan saw 
Dr. Smith last May. 

Macular degeneration, 
cataract, stroke and 
double vision were causing 
reading and driving 
problems. Dr. Smith 
prescribed a complete low 
vision system which 
included telescopic glasses 
for driving and special 
prismatic glasses for 
reading. The entire cost 
was $2789. Leo said "the 
telescopic driving glasses 
really help me see traffic 
lights and street signs 
down the block. And 
reading is much easier and 
single now with these 
special reading glasses. I 
am glad I found you, Dr. 
Smith." 

In addition to the 
spectacle vision aids, Dr. 
Smith offers training to 
help people accomplish 
their daily activities. 
Visual aids help patients 
use their remaining vision 
to its fullest capacity while 
rehabilitative training 
improves the patient's 

P a i d A d v e r t i s e m e n t 
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Leo Hakoia wearing telescopic 
driving glasses 

ability to carry out 
necessary independent 
activities. And of course 
safeguarding present 
vision levels is crucial. 
Sun filters and nutritional 
supplements can improve 
vision and prevent further 
loss. 

"Each patient has a 
unique amount of vision 
and their own goals," says 
Dr. Smith. "I am committed 
to helping patients do what 
matters most to them and 
improving their quality of 
life." 

Special reading glasses 
start at $600 and custom 
telescopes can cost from 
$1800 to $2,500. 

If you or someone you 
know is struggling with 
their vision, call Dr. Smith 
to find out how low vision 
care can help. There is 
help available. You just 
need to know where to find 
it. 

You can reach Dr. Smith 
and Suburban Low Vision 
of Michigan at 

1-877-677-2020. 
Dr. Smith has offices in 
Livonia, Warren, Shelby 
Township and the Lansing 
area. 

Visit Suburban Low 
Vision of Michigan at 
suburbaneyecare.com or 
find out more about the 
International Academy of 
Low Vision Specialists at 
ialvs.com. 
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MAINTAINING YOUR 
DENTURES' FIT 

Patients who wear full dentures 
should continue to visit the dentist 
once or twice annuaily. These 
regular exams enable the dentist 
to screen for infections and check 
for signs of oral cancer. In addition, 
the patient's occlusion (the way 
that teeth bite together) must be 
evaluated to make sure that the 
dentures fit properly, Dentures rest 
on tissue that overlies the 
"alveolus," which is the underlying 
bone that holds the natural teeth in 
place. In their absence, this bony 
ridge gradually shrinks. 

In addition, edentualous (tooth-
free) gums change shape over 
time. As a result of both bone and 
gum shrinkage, denture fit must be 
regularly modified to ensure 
against slippage and declining 
ability to chew and speak 
properly. 

Dentures of one form or another 
have been in use for more than 
2,000 years, and today these 
substitutes for missing natural teeth 
have never been more effective, 
easy to use, comfortable, and 
appealing. However, you still need 
to take care of them as well as your 
oral hygiene with regular 
professional checkups and 
scrupulous home care. Complete 
dental care for all members of your 
family is available at our office, 
where we utilize only the latest in 
dental technology for your care 
and comfort. 

Office hours are by 
appointment at: 

496W.Ann Arbor Trail, 
Ste. 201 .Plymouth. 
Call: 734-453-9413. 
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OUR VIEWS 

It's time to slay 
pop-up tax dragon 

With the real estate market reeling and foreclosures piling 
up in neighborhoods all across the state, something must be 
done to stimulate home sales. State legislators took a crack at 
putting a moratorium on the so-called real estate pop-up tax 
last spring, but failed miserably. Given the dismal performance 
of state lawmakers, their failure to address the inequitable 
property tax situation in Michigan is sadly all too familiar. 

Last year, the House and Senate couldn't agree on how best 
to attack the problem. The House pushed for an 18-month 
moratorium on the pop-up tax that would have allowed a home 
buyer to inherit the property tax bill of the previous owner 
rather than suffer the fate of uncapping and reassessment, 
which typically adds thousands of dollars to property taxes. At 
thê time, the state was dealing with a massive budget deficit 
and many Republicans feared the plan would take too much 
revenue away from schools and local governments. A treasury 
official all but killed the plan by testifying that it would deplete 
state coffers by up to $100 million over three years. 

A tax hike temporarily cured the state budget deficit, but 
the Legislature didn't get around to addressing property taxes 
over the winter. That's too bad because the traditional spring 
house-buying season is upon us and the real estate market 
is worse than last year. A glimmer of hope recently appeared 
when the folks up in Lansing once again began talking about 
the pop-up tax. 

This time the Senate took the lead by passing a host of bills 
designed to spur real estate sales and ease the pain for those 
who can't sell a house. 

Proposal A, which became law in 1994, capped annual prop­
erty tax increases to 5 percent or the rate of inflation, which­
ever is less. The unintended consequence are such that two 
families can live next door to one another in identical houses 
and pay wildly different property tax bills. It doesn't make 
sense and something must be done to make property taxes 
more equitable. 

The Senate bills would offer a refundable income tax credit 
equal to the amount of the pop-up, increase the Homestead 
Property Tax credit $100 and extend the principal resident 
exemption to unsold homes. Sponsors say the tax credit idea is 
better because it wouldn't take money away from schools and 
local governments, which are funded primarily through prop­
erty taxes. 

What the Senate plan would do is shift the burden from local 
governments to the state, likely precipitating yet another bud­
get deficit. The House plan is a better approach due to its sim­
plicity, but certainly there is room for compromise. Of course, 
neither the House nor Senate bills do anything to address the 
artificially high property taxes thrust upon anyone who buys 
a house in a new subdivision. Fixing that, however, would 
take a thoughtful and politically risky overhaul of Proposal A 
— something almost no one believes is within the grasp of our 
Legislature. 

So lomjr Tanith and Ben 
I guess the skating team of Tanith Belbin 

and Ben Agosto and their decision to 
leave Michigan is something only they can 
explain. I know it's not because of the way 
Cantonites have treated them. They have 
been treated like a king and queen since 
they have been here and justly so, but just 
because they don't win a medal in one try is 
no reason to fire the coaches that got them 
to that status they are accustomed to now 
and just pickup and say goodbye to a state 
and township that has made them their 
ambassadors. 

This opens up a few questions. Maybe it's 
j ust the feet that they are four years older 
and their competition is just a little bit bet­
ter. Maybe it's time for these two to look for 
other ways to make a living. Heck there's 
lots of job openings in Michigan for aliens. I 
hear the Grand Hotel is looking for help. 

Robert Denstedt 
Canton 

Stop Oakwood plan 
The issue of Oakwood Hospital was over­

whelmingly defeated the last time around 
by the citizens of Canton Township. Despite 
apparent support by the present administra­
tion at 1150 Canton Center Road South, the 
representatives of Oakwood were met with 
a fierce opposition who responded with a 
resounding "no." The objection was not the 
hospital per se, but the loss1 of a future tax 
base, along with an increase in noise, traf­
fic and congestion. The corner of Beck and 
Geddes is zoned residential. It defied reason 
to fill that corner with a npn-taxpaying 
entity of any nature rather than a presence 
which would justify itselfby contributing 
to the tax base by way of fair compensation. 
With such a tradeoff, it is little wonder that 
the Canton electorate reacted in the manner 
that it did. 

Once again, the citizens of Canton will 
have to endure meetings on top of their 
usual responsibihties if they are to block the 
construction of Oakwood Hospital. The rep­
resentatives of Oakwood have moved their 
proposed buflding site all the way across 
the street, rather than a few miles down the 
road. The access roads will be on Beck and 
Michigan Avenue. Yes, the property may 
be a suitable size. That was not an issue 
before. Yes, the zoning is industrial and not 
residential. That was not the main concern 
previously. 

The problem is and has always been the 
fact that the citizens of Canton are being 
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asked to give a prestigious home with rel­
evant services to a property it has done 
without and can continue to do without for 
years. In exchange, we are asked to receive 
increased noise, congestion and traffic, just 
like before. And, like before, we will receive 
little or no taxes in compensation. It was a 
terrible bargain before, and it is just short of 
a debacle now. 

Hundreds of citizens came out in opposi­
tion the first time. Surely, thousands more 
were in opposition who did not attend, 
but whose livelihoods and schedules kept 
them silent. With an undertaking this 
grandiose, perhaps its place is on the bal­
lot in November. The ballot is the place to 
decide such monumental issues, not the 
meeting halls of politicians who are already 
"unabashed supporters." Instead of sup­
porting issues which may be advantageous 
to themselves, perhaps our representatives 
should actively seek out what the desires 
of the electorate are. We need a change in 
November. Complacent politicians all too 
often become self-serving politicians. We 
need representatives that do what we hire 
them to do — represent us. 

David Marsh 
Canton 

Pick up pet waste 
Earth Day is a perfect time for pet own­

ers to take a moment and reflect upon the 
ways they impact the environment. Here 
in Michigan, we are fortunate to be sur­
rounded by an abundance of water. But did 
you know that pet owners directly affect the 
quality of our waterways if they do not pick 
up and dispose of their pet's waste properly? 
According to the EPA, "Pets, particularly 
dogs, are significant contributors to source 
water contamination." Studies in the Seattle 
area found nearly 20 percent of bacteria 
found in water samples matched with dogs 
as the host animals. 

As runoff from snow and rain flows off 
rooftops, sidewalks, over paved streets and 
parking lots, across lawns and bare soil, 
it collects pet waste, pesticides, fertilizer, 
oil and grease, litter and other pollutants. 
This contaminated runoff drains directly 
into nearby creeks, streams and storm 
drains without treatment at sewage plants. 
Pathogens associated with animal wastes 
are Cryptosporidium, Giardialamblia, 
salmonella, e. coli, and toxoplasmosis. Dog 
and cat feces often contain roundworms 
and other parasitic nematodes as well. 

The most effective way for an owner 

to limit their pet's contribution to water 
contamination is simply to pick up and dis­
pose of their pet's waste. There are several 
modes of disposal available. If you pick up 
the Waste and put it in your garbage, be 
sure to enshroud it in degradable plastic 
bags to reduce taking up landfill space. 
There are many eco-friendly bags available, 
some are even fhishable. If you choose to 
flush it down the toilet, be certain that it is 
not mixed with other materials. 

Another option is to bury it, however, 
this also must be done properly and never 
near vegetable gardens or food-growing 
locations because of the pathogens associ­
ated with animal wastes. Using pet waste 
is not recommended for back yard com­
posting. 

For those who don't like picking up after 
their pet, just remember the Clean Water 
Campaign's slogan, "If you think picking 
up dog poop is unpleasant, try swimming 
in it." 

Deborah Lawless 
Canton 

Right time for part time 
In a drive to pursue a more efficient and 

economical state Legislature, a biparti­
san group, Turn Michigan Around (www. 
TurnMichiganAround.com), is circulating 
petitions to place a proposal for a "part-
time" Michigan Legislature on the ballot. 

At least 39 other states function ade­
quately with part-time legislatures. In 
fact, the only two states in the past year 
that faced a government shutdown were 
Michigan and Pennsylvania, both with no 
restrictions on time in session. The current 
ballot proposal limits the number of days 
the Legislature can be in session to 100 per 
year and requires regular sessions to be 
concluded by May 31, providing stability 
for the 500-pIus school districts that need 
to have budgets in place by June. 

Setting limits on the number of days in 
session and establishing an end of session 
date can improve overall legislative perfor­
mance in Michigan by requiring lawmakers 
to focus their efforts on important issues. 

Even though some Michigan lawmakers 
have expressed an interest in a part-time 
Legislature, if s unlikely that such a propos­
al could be pass in the Legislature. However, 
Michigan citizens can give this proposal a 
fair consideration by signing the petition to 
place it on the ballot 

Linda Fields 
Rochester Hills 
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T H R I F T S T O R E 
8 0 5 0 M i d d l e b e l t R d . • W e s t l a n d 
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W H Y S H O P A N Y W H E R E E L S E ? 

When You Can Get Almost 
Anything and Everything At 

C H I L D R E N ' S W O M E N " M E N 
Shirts 99c and up Blouses 990 and up Suits $4.98 and up 
Pants 99c and up Slacks 99$ and up Shirts 99$ and up 
fruits 9Qc and up Dresses 99$ and up Pants 99$ and up 
Shoes 99c and up Shoes 99$ and up Shoes 99$ and up 

S p o r t i n g G o o d s • TV 's & E l e c t r o n i c s 
Toys & M u c h M o r e ! 

D r i v e T h r u D o n a t i o n 
D r o p O f f A r e a s 

Owned And Operated tty the Disabled'American Veterans 
M o n - S a t 3 - 9 ; S u n l O - S 

NOW HIRING MANAGERS 

FINAL WIND-UP! 
T H E E N D I S N E A R ! 
BUY SUN. 12-4, MON. 10-8, TUE. 10-6 

P A Y Y O U R 

874 Ann Arbor Rd.W 
Plymouth, Ml 

48170 
3500 PontiacTrail 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 
48105 

U s e C a s h , C h e c k o r C r e d i t C a r d 

-Ann Arbor-
1 2 ' R o u n d P o o l 

PKg. includes Pool, Ladder, Fitter 
Was $499 

N O W $ 9 9 B B 

-Plymouth-
Agio 

O u t d o o r F i r e p l a c e 
With Granite Trim 

Was $1800 
N O W S 8 8 9 H B 

-Ann Arbor-
Fafee Solar 

P o o l H e a t e r s 
mm $393 

N O W S i * ® * " 

-Plymouth-
Gensun Deep Seated 

L o v e s e a t 
With End Table 

Was $3260 
N O W S 9 4 9 8 8 

-Ann Aroor-
Homecrest Cashmere Oval 

D i n i n g T a b l e 
With 4 Swivel Chairs 

Was $2397 
N O W $ 7 9 9 a B 

-PlymOUth-
VVinston 

D i n i n g T a b l e 
With 4 Chairs 
Was$2896 

N O W S l - * - » 9 a a 

-Aim Arbor-
Winston 4 2 " Square 

B a r T a b l e 
With 2 Stools 
Was $2160 

N O W $ 8 4 9 M 

-Plymouth -
Agio 52" S t o v e Top 

D i n i n g T a b l e 
With 4 Chairs 
Was $3760 

N O W S 1 8 8 9 S S 

-Ann Arbor-
Lloyd/Flanders Embassy 

S o f a ? R o c k e r , 
C o r n e r T a b l e 

Was $781S 
N O W $ 8 9 9 8 8 

-PlymOUth-
Panama Stove Top 

D i n i n g T a b l e 
With 4 Wicket Chairs 

Was $4200 
N O W S 1 9 9 8 S S 

-Ann Arnor-
Berki ine Rattan 

Sofa, Loveseat, Chair, 2-Otto, 
End & Cocktail Table 

Was $4450 
N O W $ 1 9 9 9 D e 

-Plymouth-
Gensun 8 3 " Cast 

D i n i n g T a b l e 
With 6 Chairs 
Was$4320 

N O W S 2 2 4 9 6 ' 

*A discount equal to your sales tax will be deducted from your purchase, according to law. The sales tax will be added 
to the reduced amount, in effect we've paid your sales tax, 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://TurnMichiganAround.com
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STUDY SHOWS INCREASE IN DRIVING COST 

AAAJS 2008 edition of'Your Driving Costs 
shows the cost of driving a passenger vehicle in 
the U.S. has increased by 1.9 cents per mile in the 
last year and now averages 54.1 cents per mile. 

"While the cost of some driving expenses 
declined since the start of2007, higher gasoline 
prices have more than offset these savings and 
pushed the overall cost of vehicle ownership and 
operation higher this year," said Gerry Gutowski, 
senior vice president AAA Michigan Automotive 
Services. In 2008, AAA estimates it will cost 
$8,121 to own and operate a new passenger car 
driven 15,000 miles per year. This compares to 
$7,823 per year in 2007, or 52.2 cents per mile. 

Costs of maintenance, full-coverage insurance 
and depreciation are all slightly lower this year, 
while costs for fuel, tires, financing, license, regis­
tration and taxes showed increases. 

AAA's study calculates the average costs of 
owning and operating five top-selling models in 
three popular size classes: small, medium and 
large sedans. AAA's research shows the annual 
average cost of driving a small sedan is $6,320 
per year, while a large sedan costs $9,769 per 
year. Similar savings can be realized by driving a 
minivan, instead of a large and less fuel efficient 
sport utility vehicle. AAA's study calculates the 
average costs of all expenses associated with 
owning and operating a vehicle over five years 
and 75,000 miles of driving. Driving costs are 
based on the average expenses for five top-selling 
models selected by AAA. By size category they 
are: 

• Small sedan - Chevrolet Cobalt, Ford Focus, 
Honda Civic, Nissan Sentra and Toyota Corolla 

• Medium sedan - Chevrolet Impala, Ford 
Fusion, Honda Accord, Nissan Altima and 
Toyota Camry. 

• Large sedan - Buick Lucerne, Chrysler 300, 
Ford Five Hundred (renamed Taurus for 2008), 
Nissan Maximu and Toyota Avalon. 

Though not part of the AAA composite aver­
age, SUV and minivan information has been 
included to help buyers estimate operating costs 
for these types of vehicles. 

SUV models include the Chevrolet Trailblazer, 
Ford Explorer, Jeep Grand Cherokee, Nissan 
Pathfinder and Toyota 4Runner. Minivans are 
the Chevrolet Uplander, Dodge Grand Caravan, 
Kia Sedona, Honda Odyssey and Toyota Sienna. 

The brochure can be downloaded from the 
Internet at AAA.com. 

Annuity investor should have paid tax only on gain 
Dear Rick: About a year ago 
I took your advice and moved 
money out of a high cost variable 
annuity. I paid approximately 
$100,000 for the annuity and 
when I canceled it over 10 
years later, it was worth about 
$110,000. When I filed my 
2007tax return, I included 
the entire $110,000 as income. 
I had a substantial increase 
in taxes. Considering the tax 
consequence, wouldn't it have 
been better to keep the annuity? 

It was not a mistake to cash out 
your annuity. After all, you held 
the annuity for over 10 years and 
during that time received a very 
low rate of return. Your investment 
earned less than 1 percent a year. 
Purely based upon the economics 
it was a smart move to cancel the 
annuity. 

As for the tax consequence, I 
believe you made a mistake when 
you filed your tax return. You 
should not'have reported the entire 
$110,000 as taxable income. You 
should have reported the $10,000 
as gain. The $100,000 that came 
back to you was not a return on 
an investment but a return of your 
investment. 

Many people think annuities 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

operate the same 
way as IRAs but 
they do not. If you 
buy an annuity, 
in this case a 
nonqualified 
annuity (not part 
of an IRA or other 
qualified plan) your 
basis is what you 
initially invested 
into the annuity. 
Therefore in your 
case, the basis is 

$100,000. When you received 
$110,000 in proceeds your taxable 
gain is only $10,000. The most you 
should have reported as income is 
$10,000. 

File an amended return by 
completing Form 1040X which 
is available from the Internal 
Revenue Service at www.irs.gov. 

There are two other issues that 
are important here. The first deals 
with who should prepare your tax 
returns. If you go to a professional, 
it is important to make sure that 
you are dealing with someone 
who maintains his or her skills 
with regards to taxes. Tax laws are 
changing all the time. 

A perfect example of staying 
current on taxes is what happened 

this year. In late December, 
legislation was enacted that 
created apatchforthe alternative 
minimum tax. Without this, more 
people would have been subject 
to the alternative minimum tax. 
The problem is the IRS did not 
complete the necessary forms 
until sometime in February. A tax 
preparer who wasn't aware of these 
changes could have cost clients a 
nice sum of money. 

The other issue is that many 
people are paying more in taxes. 
Particularly, mutual fund investors 
whose funds made significant 
capital gain distributions last year. 
What is particularly painful is 
people are paying taxes and their 
mutual fund balances have been 
declining. 

Although it is always painful 
to pay more in taxes, there are a 
couple of things to keep in mind. 
The first is the goal should never be 
to lower our taxes. The goal should 
be to have more money in your 
pocket. I know it sounds logical to 
think that by lowering taxes you 
will have more money, but it just 
doesn't work that way. 

Recently in this area a man won 
a substantial lottery. Ultimately, 
he had to pay tens of millions of 

dollars in taxes. However, I'm sure 
his focus is on the substantially 
greater amount of money that 
ended up in his pocket. Taxes are 
important and we want to be smart 
with them, however, to focus on 
merely what you pay in taxes is the 
wrong direction. 

Another issue deals with the 
fact that most investors, when 
they received their capital gain 
distributions in December, had 
them reinvested increasing the 
number of shares they own. The 
market doesn't have to come back 
as much for investors to begin 
making money again. If you 
had capital gains and dividends 
reinvested it also increased your 
basis which will lower any tax 
consequence when the investment 
is sold. 

Remember it's not what we pay 
in taxes, but what ends up in our 
pockets. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. 
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneymatters@hometown-/ 

life.com. For more information, visit Rick's 
Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement. 
com. You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK1400 AM. 
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All with America's Most Reliable Wireless Network. 

S c h o o l c r a f t C o l l e g e 

O f f e r s P h a r m a c y T e c h n i c i a n 

T r a i n i n g 

Help fill the need for pharmacy technicians. 
Join a career field that is expected to keep 
growing through 2014, 
Learn what pharmacy technicians do and the 
exciting career opportunities available. 

Why wait?...Enroll now 
Class Option J 

ftfayci-July 24 
Tuesdays/Fhursdays, 6-9 10 p in 

Class Option ?. 
May 10-August 9 
Saturdays, vam-4 10p.m 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Schoolcraft College 
IB600 Hagqoriy Road 
Uvonia. Ml 48152-2496 

Schoolcraft College 
Continuing Education 
§ Professional Development 

for more information call 
734-462-4448 or 877-412-066' 

E-mail: conrinueed@schoolcraft.e 
www.schoolcraft.edu 
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Awesome camera phone. 
Buy any phone $29,99 
or higher after rebate. 

FEELING SICK? 
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Call by 10am and... 

B e S e e n t h e S A M E D A Y 

. . . G U A R A N T E E D ! 

Where We Care About You! 

Fri. 9am-

C O M P L E T E F A M I L Y H E A L T H C A R E 

• Family Practice from Infant to Geriatric 

• Women's Healthcare 
• Internal Medicine • Sports Medicine 

• Physical Therapy • Cosmetic/Skin Care 
• Neurology/Sleep Center • Psychology 

• Mammogram • Bone Density 

C O M P L E T E D I A G N O S T I C C E N T E R 
MRI • NUCULEAR MEDICINE • ULTRASOUND 

7 3 4 - 7 2 8 - 2 1 3 0 
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Verizon Wireless exclusive. 
> </ CAST Music and Video plaver 
> Grr dUdibV1

 riirwtioi i s v \ « n Ka\ rgdtor v ' 

K-.woom q>9992 yr p r * e m a i l m 
4-

Call anyone on any network in the U.S. 
- Even landlines 
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High Speed Wireless 

X\i^K ^ USB Modem 
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1.877.28 : verizonwireless.com/specials visit any store 
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