AR FOAMAL Walk to fdise money
BEAATHY PR w ﬁia\ifﬂ? Hagt f{]r CUre - Kﬁalﬂh BE

SUNDAY

Aprif 13, 2008

75 cents

Aiexander Letkemann of Westland, a former Livonia Charchill student,
describes the murder of Daniel Sorensen during testimony in Wayne County

Circuit Court Wednesday.

Forensic scientist: Blood
evidence ties Plymouth
teen to beheading

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITFR

A day after the most grip-
ping, explicit testimony in
the beheading trial of Jean
Pierre Orlewicz — a graphic
description of the mur-
der Wednesday by former
co-defendant Alexander
Letkemann that had observ-
ers weeping and forced Judge
Annette Berry to break
to give jurors a breather
— prosecitors on Thursday
went about presenting foren-
sic details they say connect

“without parole, if convicted.

DETRGIT FREE PRESS PHDIO

Orlewicz to the homicide.

A string of witnesses on the
trial’s fourth day presented
evidence of blood and tire
and shoe print matches pros-
ecufors say link the Plymouth
Township teen with the bru-
tal killing.

Orlewicz is charged with
first-degree murder, felony
murder and mutilation of 2
body. He faces life in prison

Letkemann had faced the
same charges, but pleaded

Please see TRIAL, A4
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STAYING ALIVE

Polish choreographer
preserves culture
. Hameimplife, ¢l

Linda Stansell is ready to practice before the competition begins. She's with Team Holiday Ian
Express, one of the sponsers of the event, and lives in Canfon.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Let's roll!

Women bowlers

kick off national

championships
with flair

TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STATF WRITER

She was off-key but too excited to care.
While dancing in the middle of the aisle at
Super Bowl on Ford Road, a participant in the
women's championships of the United States

Bowling Congress changed the words of the
Sister Sledge classic, “We Are Family,” to “We
are women bowlers.”

The championships, an 88-day tournament,
began Thursday night with dozens of women
and USBC officials packing the bowling alley
for the event’s opening ceremonies.

Super Bowl, which doled out $300,000 on
facility improvements, has been transformed
" into a women’s charpionships hub with vari-
ous shops set up featuring jewelry and souve-
nirs.

At the official USBC store, mini bowling pin
sets are for sale along with kids T-ghirts that
read: What happens at Grandmass, stays at
Grandma’s

With teams from all over the country,
including Florida, California, New Mexico,
Minnesota, Kansas and Qhio, many of them
had group names that included the words
*divas” and “ladies.” Others had more playful

Please sac BOWL, A8

Judge refuses to drop
charges in torture case

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Steele

As his ex-girlfriend testified about
the day he allegedly assaulted her with
a baseball bat and fired a gun near her
head, Gary Allen Steele sat with his
arms crossed and shook his head.

“Pow. Pow. Pow,” Kimberly Ann
Golematis said from the witness stand

weapon.

Please sce CHARGES, A4

Friday morning at 35th District Court
when describing the moment Sieele
putled out his revolver and fired the

Looking directly at Steele, a suspend-
ed Detroit police officer, Golematis held
her right hand like a gun and testified
that he told her, "I will (expletive) kill

THE CHARGES AGAINST GARY
STEELE

W Torture, a felony punishable up o
life in prison

B Assault with intent to murder, a
felony punishable up to life in prison
M Assault with intent to do great
bodily harm less than murder, a 10-
year fefony

B Two counts of assault with a dan-
gerous weapon, four-year felonies
B Weapen/firearm discharge in or at
a building, a four-year felony

B Weapons-felony firearm, pumsh
able up to two years

Public hearing set on Oakwood HoSpitaI_ plan

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

nered the same reaction from homeowners,
Townshlp Planner Angela Wolosxewmz said
“not so far.”

Despite a few calls and a couple visits to
the administration building to check out
Oakwood’s plans, the latest reaction to the
health care provider’s efforts to build in
Canton has been mostly quiet.

A public hearing has been scheduled for
April 21 1o consider Oakwood’s prelimi-
nary planned development district (PDD)
request for a parcel of land on the west

.side of Beck Road just north of Michigan
Avenue,

The Dearborn-based health care system
faced strong opposition from hundreds of
homeowners in 2006 and 2007 when it
proposed building a facility on the north-
west corner of Beck and Geddes.

‘When asked if the new proposal has gar-

After the public hearing, the commission,
which denied Oakwood’s previous request
in April 2007, can table the matter or take
action to deny or approve the plans.

Less than a mile south of the Beck and
Geddes intersection, the proposed site
is zoned industrial and was intended for
warehouses. Twe warehouses sit south of
where the facility could be built.

While the stractures may not be identi-
cal, Wolosiewicz said the medical campus
proposed for the Beck Road land is “pretty
much the same” as what Oakwood intended
for Beck and Geddes.

“They are going with the same concept,”
she said, adding that the project would
be constructed in phases with a six-story

Chersy Hifi Rd.
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[ prapased site
{or oew
Dakwood Hespital

patient tower coming at a later date.
Canton Supervisor Tom Yack has said

he will be an “unabashed supporter” of the

plan becanse Oakwood apparently listened

to suggestions that it build its facility on or

near Michigan Avenue.

School district
facing $4.1

million deficit

_ BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton Schools Board of Education will
be looking for ways to eliminate a projected $4.1 million
budget deficit for the 2008-09 fiscal year when it holds
its first 2008-09 budget workshop Tuesday night at 6
pm.

Interim Superintendent Ken Jacobs said he’s asked ele-
mentary, middle school and high school administrators to

-dig deep and suggest cuts of $1 million at each level.

“Our administrators have done a good job,” said Jacobs,
who declined to list the possible cuts until they are final-
ized in time for Tuesday’s meeting. “Some things were
recommended that perhaps weren't possible or legal to
do, but I'm encouraged we’ll be at or close to that,”

Jacobs acknowledged the district, according to its con-

* tract with the Plymouth-Canton Education Association,

will give layoff notices to teachers by the end of this
month.

“I can't give you a number, but it’s not going to be any-
thing drastie,” Jacobs said.

While the West Bloomfield and Southfield school dis-

tricts plan to privatize services such as busing and food
service, Jacobs said there are noplans to take that route
in Plymouth-Canton to ease budget woes,

“We look at it every year, but that’s not where we want
1o go;” said Jacobs. “We're a pretty big district, and I hold
the personal belief that the larger you are the more dif-
ficult that is to acedmplish. I think we have pretty good
support groups and they're working with us to keep costs
down.”
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Army graduate self from investment fraud sion is required for minors.
: and select a financial services Please dress according to the
Army Private Brandon provider. weather, since this event will
S. Hubbard has gradaated.. To register for this free take place rain or shine. Pre-
from basic combat training at  program call the library at registration is not required.

Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.
During the nine weeks of train-
ing, Hubbard studied the Army

* mission, history, tradition and

core values, physical fitness,
and reeeived instruction and
practice in basic combat skills,
military weapons, chemical
warfare and bayonet training, -
drill and ceremony, marching, -
rifle marksmanship, armed
and unarmed combat, map -
reading, field tactics, military
courtesy, military justice sys-
tem, basic first aid, foot march-
es, and field training exercises.

The 2004 Salem High
graduate is the son of Sherry
Patterson of Buckingham
Street, Canton.

Homeowners advisory
council

The Canton Homeowners
Advisory Council will meet
on Monday April 14 at 7 p.m.
in the lower level of Canton
Adminjstrative Building.
Guest speakers will attorney
Joe Barone along with 35th
District Court Judge Mike
Gerou and Tim Faas, director
of Canton Municipal Services.
Barone was asked to speak on
home foreclosures for home
and condo owners. Time will
be set aside for questions.
Faas will address the present
information on the new water
contract, including anticipated
rates, the new policy on irriga-
tion meters and times for irri-
gating.

Investor educatmn
program

The Canton Public Library is
teaming up with the Michigan
Office of Financial and
Insurance Services and the
Investor Protection Trust to
bring you a free investor edu-
cation seminar on Thursday,
April 24 at 7 p.m.

The investor education pro-
gram offers an overview of
the financial markets and the

* major exchanges, the funda-

mentals of stocks, bonds and
mutoal funds, key investment
terms and three components
for building your wealth. You'll
also learn how to protect your-

734-397-0999. Optional
one-on-one non-commercial

counseling sessions will also be

offered to participants. Non-
Canton residents are welcome
to attend.

Passover celebration

Area seniors are encouraged
to attend the Canton Senior
Center’s Celebrate Passover
Presentation on Wednesday,
April 16, from 1-3 p.m. in the
Summit on the Park’s Maple
Room, located at 46000
Summit Parkway.

Learn about the heritage and
culture of this Jewish holiday
that has been observed for
more than 3,000 years. Special
prayers and customs will be
discussed, in addition to the
history of lavish meals called
Seders.

There is no fee required to
attend this event, but inter-
ested participants are asked to
register by calling the Senior
Front Desk at (734) 394-5485.

Raising funds for Africa

A group of 7th grade stu-
dents at North Middie School
in Belleville are going to spon-
sor the building of a well for-
avillage in the Sub-Saharan
region. The students are trying
to raise $3,500, enough money
to build the well and educate
the recipients an its use.

The initiative was started by
two 7th grade teachers, Ron
Hoepfner and Steve Hudock, as
part of a cross-curricular unit
on Africa. “This programis a
great opportunity for students
to take on a leadership role
within their community while
raising money tor a worthwhile
cause,” said Hudock. -

Students and teachers are
parinering with The African
Well Fund (AWF), a non-profit
organization dedicated to
building and maintaining wells
in water-sparse regions in
Affrica. Once the students raise
enough funds, AWF will drill,
install and heip to maintain
the well.

Students are participating in
a variety of fund-raising activi-
ties including a spaghetti din-
ner to be held on April 24 from
5:30-7 p.m. at North Middle

Junior Miss awards

Several local girls enjoyed success at the 50th annual Michigan's Junior Miss Scholarship Program held recently at
Washtenaw Community College. Receiving awards were Adrienne Linskey of Prudenville (front row, from left), Kiana
Stedge of Inkster, Erin Wheeter of Plymouth, Whitney Askew of Canton, Raven Rickard of Westland (back row, from

left), Chelsey Knapper of Clarkston and Katie Baltman of Ann Arbor. Wheeler earned the title of 2008 Michiqan Junior

Miss and $3,500 in college scholarship money. She will compete for America’s Junigr Miss in Mobile, Afa., in June.
Rickard of Westland won $2,500 for her first-runner-up finish, and Canton's Askew won $500 as the Talent Award

winner.

School. There is a suggested
donation of $3 to attend the
dinner. ]

Donations can also be sent to
North Middle School ¢/o Steve
Hudock, 47097 McBride St,
Belleville, M1 48111 by May 9.
For more information, contact
Steve Hudock at ('734)-697-
9171 ext. 219 or at shudock@
vanburenschools.net.

Fallen and wounded
soldiers benefit

The Fallen & Wounded
Soldiers Fund (FWSF), a
Michigan-based non-profit
organization, will be holding
its third annual auction benefit
dinner to support U.S. veterans
on Saturday, April 26, from
6-10 p.m. at Laurel Manor in
Livonia. The keynote speaker
is Colonel Oliver North (Ret.).
Congressman John Dingell is
the honorary chairman, and
WDIV’s Chuck Gaidica will
MC the affair. The program
features both silent and live
auctions as well as a pre-event

'WEEKEND BONUS!|
'3 GREAT SALE DAYS!

BUY SUN. 12-4, MON. 10-8 & TUE. 10-6
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Firepit Group
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private reception.

Among the host commit-
tee members are U.S. Sen.
Carl] Levin, Congressman
Joe Knollenberg,
Congressman Pete Hoekstra,
Congresswoman Candice
Miller, Qakland County Sheriff
Michael Bouchard, and State
Sen. Michael Bishop. Tickets
are $100 per seat, 10 seats per
table.

Corporate sponborshlp
opportunities are avail-
able for levels ranging from
$2,500 to $15,000-plus.

All proceeds from the-event
will be used to help veter-
ans and their families. Last
year’s benefit dinner helped
raise more than $150,000
in donations. To secure a
sponsorship, contact Chris
Cornelins at (248) 417-6984
or FWSFi@aol.com

Co-founded by Christopher
Cornelius, Tino DelSignore
and Jobhn Gingell, the Fallen
& Wounded Soldiers Fund is
a non-profit, nonspartisan,
volunteer organization dedi-

cated to supporting U.S. sol-
diers and their families.

Earth Day volunteers
sought

Al area residents are wel-
come to join us in Canton’s
Earth Day Spring Clean Up
on Saturday, April 19. In
recognition of Earth Day,
volunteers will be picking
up litter and trash along the
1-275 trail system from 8:30
a.m.-1 p.m. .

All volunteers will meet
at Fellows Creek Golf Club,
lacated at 2936 S. Lotz Road,
and be shuttled to the work-
site. Volunteers can also drop
in at Fellows Creek to help
anytime during the program
and will be shuttled to the
project area. Helpers will
not be required to work the
entire time. Shuttles will
be available throughout the
morning.

This volunteer opportunity
is recommended for ages 8
and older. Adult supervi-

If you are interested in vol-
unteering for this free event,
please contact Pat VanDusen
by April 16 at (734) 394-5193
or e-mail at pvandusen@
canton-mi.org to register. For
more information visit www,
canton-mi.org.

Charity poker
tournament

The Knights of Columbus
will host a charity Texas Hold
‘Em Tournament to benefit
various charities Saturday
April 19 at The Shark Club,
42070 Ford Road, Canton.
Tournament registration
begins at 11:30 a.m., dealing
at 12:30 p.m.

Buy in of $40 includes $5
bounty chip. One $20 add-
on prior to start of tourney.
Cash games will be running
before and during the tour-

-nament. There will be a full

menu and bar available.

For more information and
to reserve a tournament
seat, visit www.kofc8284.,
eventbrite.com, or call Tom
at (734) 502-7016 or Fred at
(734) '765-8739.

Cancer prevention
study

On May 17, people will be

_ able to enroll in the Cancer

Prevention Study 111 at
Heritage Park during the
Relay for Life. Enrollment
will take place from noon -4
p.m.. It is open to individuals

" between 30-65 years of age,

who have never been diag-
nosed with cancer, and are
willing to make a long term
commitment to the study by
completing a survey every two
years.

The goal of the survey is
to further efforts in eliminat-
ing cancer as a major health
concern for future generations.
This event is sponsored by the
American Cancer Society.

For more information, con-
tact Marion Rozum at (734)
981-3433, Jamie Chapman at
(248) 663-3419, or visit www.
cancer.org/cps3. You can also
send an e-mail to cps3@can—
Cer.org

At Ganton Center

45440 Ford Road

134-459-8664 | sur10

HUGE INVENTORY...MUST
SELL STARTING TODAY !

MON-FBI
anton 10-7

Canlon Center Road

QEQBSRE0AS
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Charter academy expansion may
include a second Canton school

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER .

National Heritage
Academies has increased its
efforts to expand in Canton.

In addition to pushing for
an expansion of its site at Ford
and Ridge roads, academy offi-
cials are also pursuing another
charter for the township.

‘With a bulging waiting list
0f 1,200 students for next year,
Canton Charter Academy
Principal Claudia Williamson
said it doesn’t matter which
option proves successfol.

“Traditionaily, only the par-
ents with extra income had a
choice in where to send their
children to school,” she said.
“Most of gur families don’t have
that but their children still
deserve a good education.”

In plans submitted to the
township in January, the char-

ter school proposed doubling
the size of its 50,000-square-
foot facility. With the submis-
sion, came the township’s con-
cerns about traffic and the lack
of a signal at Ford and Ridge.

Ted Lang, a CCA board
member, has told Canton offi-
cials they could work through
the situation, but in 2 move to
widen its options, the school
has started exploring the pos-
sibility of getting another char-
ter and building elsewhere in
the township.

“The shortest route to the
cheese would be building the
school in an area that is prop-
erly zoned,” said Township
Supervisor Tom Yack. “If they
did that, they wouldn't have to
deal with us.” -

The land at Ford and Ridge
iz owned by a developer and
is governed under a consent
agreement. In order for the

expansion to move forward,
the township must agree to the
project. If the land was zoned
residential, the township would
have little room for objection,
Yack said.

The school opened in 2000
and has students from Ann
Arbor, Detroit, Ypsilanti,
Belleville, Van Buren,
Flymouth and Canton.

While dozens of the school’s
supporters have gone before
the township board urging
them to approve the proposal,
Melanie Bosman of Canton
said any expansion plans
should be dissolved.

“If you live in a school dis-
trict you know where the
boundaries are,” she said.
“People who bought homes in
the Van Buren schoo) district
knew where the school dis-
trict lines were drawn. Their
homes are.at least $50,000 to

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Traffic is heavy in front of the Canton Charter Academy and spills out onto Ford Road shortly after 8 a.m.

$100,000 less on a $300,000
and up valued home and we,
the Canton residents, will pay
our higher taxes to supple-
ment another school distriet?
Where lays the logic? The more
students that are enrolled to
the Charter Schools means less
money to our school districts.”

Bosman, a mother of three,
said she moved from Van
Buren to Canton for its school
district. Williamson said she
disagrees with Bosman’s phi-
losophy.

“Many parents can’t afford
to live in certain communi-
ties,” she said. “Do their chil-

dren not have a right to a good
school? Also, the money does
not belong to (public) schools.
It belongs to the taxpayers and
most taxpayers like to have
choices.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700

@ THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

NOW @ YOUR LIBRARY

® Creating Resumes & Job
Search: April 15, at §:30 a.m.
Explore Internet job search
sites and learn how to post
your resume. Registration
required.

M fxcel I: April 16, at 6:30
p.m. Create a basic spread-
sheet for budget or finance use.
Registration required.

B Library Board Meeting:
April 17, at 7:30 p.m. Open to

olopeaien

¢ Explors the possibiiitiest

~ You have raised your children, managed your home, worked hard for
. your exaployer, contributed to your community.. isn’t it your time now?

“* Bxperience a lifestyle change by moving to Ashford Court. Spend your
- days a5 you like, enjoying a lazy day, socializing with fiiends, or making
yom own travel plans. Save money on home maintenance costs, real

" estate fees, property taxes and more. Simplify life, make it your time.

the public. :

B ABC Activity Time: April
18, at 10 a.m. Drop in play for
babies and toddlers with care-
giver. '

B Internet 1I: April 18, at 10
a.m. Learn to explore and eval-
uate websites, use online data-
bases and more. Registration
required.

M MS Word I1; April 19, at
9:30 a.m, Add tables, foot-
ers, headers and more to your

word processing document.
Registration required.

@ Contemporary Book
Discussion: April 21, at 7 p.m.
The Madonnas of Leningrad by
Debra Dean. No registration.

NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY
DVDs
B Alvin and the Chipmunks
W The Kite Runner
B Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street

"ASHFORD
‘COURT

Call 734.451.1155 TODAY
and arrange for a visit

37501 Joy Road, Westtand, Michigan 48185

hiordeou

- TCFBANK....
SAFE AND SECURE
“ SINCE 1923.

‘THETCF.
 CASH IS KING
EVENT _

Visit your neighborhood TCF Bank
location, call 1-800-TCF-BANK or
log-on to www.tcfbank.com.

Open 7 Days

©2008 TCF Mational Bank. Member FBHC. *The Annuat Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.75% for a 12-Month CD is effactive 04/11/08. Fees could
reduce earnings. A ?enalty may be impased for early withdrawal_ Offer not available on Jumbo CDs. Certain limitations appiy. See a TCF Rep-
resentative for details. "New accounts must be apened between March 1 - May 30, 2008. To qualify for the $100 Cash Offer, one direct deposit
of §25 ot more from a third party source must post to your new account by June 30, 2008, and account owner must make five purchases using
their new TCF Check Card within 30 days of account opening. Offer is available to individuals and small businesses without a TCF Checking
account in the past 0 daF. TCF reserves the right to cancel or madify this prometion at any time. Customer is responsible for all appiicable
taxes. $100 Cash Offer will be awtomatically deposited directly inta the customer's new checking acepunt within 6-8 weeks of account opening,
assuming all requirements are met. www.tefbank cont. '

LIVONIA DENTAL GROUP

- Dr. Daniel Fox, Dr. Dennis freeman, Dr. Victor Studer & Dr. Greg Young
* Are Proud to Welcome Back to Livonia...
Pavid J. Torby, D.D.S., M.S. Orthodontist

Board Certified Orthodontist limiting his
practice to the specialty of orthodontics.

University of Michigan Graduate.
We are happy to now offer orthodontics
among our dental care services.

32280 Five Mile Road = Livonia

Across the street from the Livonia Recreational Center

734-425-7010 |

Online at: www.livoniadentalgroup.com _ oceesssesss 'ﬁ

David J. Torby, D.D.S., M.S.
QOrthodontist

LIVONIA

DHNTAL SROUP
SENTL.J;: ?’Amug DN TR 4

3
i

SOUTHGATE: www.mclaughlins.com A'Fpéﬁ
®  Fureka Rd

734.285.5454

NOVI: www.thomasvilleofnovi.com

248.344.2551

‘PH l.lBl-l.llll!!M
;]

Friday .............. April 18 .....9am - 8 pm
Saturday ........... April 19 ... 9am -4 pm
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es of torture, assault with

" intent to murder and assault
with intent to do great bodily
harm were inappropriate,
Judge Ronald W. Lowe denied
the request to lower Steele’s $5
million hond.

“Until this shakes out,

~ (Golemaiis) is entitled to walk:
the Earth in no fear of him,”
he said, adding that he fears
for the Canton woman’s safety
because she’s the main thing

- standing between Steele and
his freedom.

Lowe said Steele’s occupa-
tion provided an additional
element to his refusal to lower
bond.

“Lawyers, judges and cops
(should be) held to a higher
standard,” he said. “She has
testified that he crossed the

line.”

Golematis testified that she
and Steele had ended their
six-month relationship when
he stopped by her Glengarry
subdivision home March 4 to
retrieve the last of his ftems.

“I was not an angel by any

means,” she said. “I wasn't gift

wrapping his stuff.”

" With their interaction -

. already tense, Golematis said
Steele became violent when
he was preparing to leave and
she mentioned his Santa Claus
statue that was in her garage.

Golematis said she landed on
the steps in the garage'that led
to her kitchen.

“Gary Steele got on top of. -
me and straddled me with his

weight,” she said, adding that

he began choking her again
and made several references
to his former police partner,
Brian Vieau, who commit-
ted suicide after killing his
estranged wife, Tracy Viean, in
February 2007, “He said ‘Now
I know why Brian did what he
di .”)‘

Golematis said Steele fired

" three shots into the garage '

steps near the left side of her
head. After placing the gun
inside her mouth and to her
head, Golematis szid Steele
appeared to “snap” back to
reality when she told him that
he was hurting her.

“He said ‘I love you. I just
love you so much. I would do
anything for us.” Golematis
testified, adding that Steele
began stroking her hair and
saying he should go into the
home’s basement to see if
anything was damaged by the
gunshots.

Golematis said she asked
Steele to leave and then she
called Canton Police,

Upon questioning
Golematis, Steele’s attorney,
David Lee, questioned her
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Lee a flippant answer.

_ Julie Cook, Golematis’ friend
of 10 years, testified that the
alleged attack is “pretty much
all that (Golematis) talks
about.” Cook said Golematis is
afraid of retaliation from other
police officers and lives in'a
state of paranoia,

After Cook’s testimony, Lee
argued that the charges be
reduced and that Steele’s bond
be reduced to $100,000. He
said Steele, who has been in

" eustody for more than 40 days,

has no evidence of past abuse
and has had sufficient “cool-
ing time” and isn’t a danger to
anyone,

‘Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Scott Ehlifeldt
defended all the charges as
relevant and balked at the
bond suggested by the
defense,

In keeping the bond at its
current amount, Lowe said

e has “no doubt in my mind”

that Golematis is afraid of
Steele.

“He's a good person who
made a really bad choice,”

-Golematis said.

Steele is scheduled to be
erraigned in Third Circuit

Cowurt on April 25,

tiparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2100
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you." want it, Golematis kicked the = her home. Golematis denied.

Steele, 42, has been ‘nound ftem and said Steele responded owning a gun and said there
over on seven charges stem- by “freaking cut.” - were no other gunshot holes at
ming from the Maich 4 inci- He supposedly hit her left her residence.
dent. leg with a baseball bat and At one point during the

*  Inaddition to rejecting the . then began choking her. cross examination, Lowe

defense’s claim that the charg-  When she fell to the ground, scolded Golematis for offenng
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Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor Robert Moran questlons a witness as defendant Jean Pierre Orlewicz looks on
during Orlewicz’s trial in Wayne County Circuit Court.
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guilty to second-degree
murder in exchange for a
sentence of 20-30 years in
prison for his testimony.

Jennifer Dohring, a
forensic scientist with the
Michigan State Police crime
lab in Northville, testified
Thursday she took at least
nine blood samples from
stains found in the garage
where the murder allegedly
took place.

Dohring, who said she'd
investigated some 20 murder
scenes, said she felt some
dirt and debris covering the
garage floor may have been
put there to disguise the
scene.

“There was so much dirt
on the floor it looked in
my opinion like someone
may have swept it in to try
and cover up the stainage,”
Dohring testified, though
she admitted on cross-exam-
ination, “I can’t say for sure.”

Fellow forensie scieéntist -
Andrea Halvorson, who
works in the MSP DNA unit
in Northville, said she tested
blood samples found on
Orlewicz’s Chevy 8-10 and in

the Canton garage, and com-
pared them to samples taken:

from Sorensen’s head and
body. The samples matched,
Halvorson testified.

Guy Nutter, a trace evi-
dence examiner in the same
MSP lab, said he compared
casts made of tire tracks
and footprints found at the
Northville Township field
where Sorensen’s body was
discovered with imprints
he made from shoes found
at Orlewicz’s Plymouth
Township home and the rear
tires on Orlewicz’s truck.
Those, too, Nutter testified,
were a match.

More testimony about
Orlewtcz's state of mind
came from teenagers within

DETROIT FREE PRESS PHOTC

Breanna Milowe of Redford, the girifriend of murder victim Daniel Sorensen,
reviews a statement durmq her testimony.

his own circle of friends.
At least three of them
heard Orlewicz talking sev-
eral days before the death
of Daniel Sorensen about
his desire to get away with

- murder, according to tes-

timony on the fourth day

of the Plymouth Township
teen’s trial in Wayne County
Circuit Court.

Three friends said from
the witness stand Thursday
they heard Orlewicz say, .

“1 wish I could kill some- -
one” on Saturday, Nov.

3, just days before police
say Orlewicz stabbed and
beheaded Sorensen in the
Canton garage belonging to
Orlewicz’s grandfather.

Levi Webb, 18 of Westland
said Orlewicz made the
statement to him standing
in the driveway of another

friend’s house where several -

teenagers had gathered to
hang out that Saturday.

“I said, “You know you can
get life in prison for that,
and he said, ‘T know, I just
wish I could get away with
it,” Webb testified. “I said,
“That’s messed up, and I
walked away.”

The statement was over-
heard by at least two other
members of the group,

including Sean Gaikowski,
at whose Livonia house the
gathering was held. Both
Gaikowski and 14-year-old
Kevin Carrier, a Livonia
Churchill freshman, said
they also-heard the remark.
. The teens admitted on
cross examination they
never heard Orlewicz men-
tion Sorensen’s name, and
Carrier said he “didn’t take
him seriously.”

Another friend, Adam
Duwe, testified Orlewicz
had started “pushing
{Sorensen) away friendship-
wise” a couple of years ago,
when Orlewicz found out
Sorensen’s claims to mob
connections weren't true.
Duwe testified Sorensen
also owed Orlewicz $400, an
unpaid debt Duwe testified
angered Orlewicz.

Duwe also said Orlewicz
owned a .38-caliber revolver,
which he said he “watched
JP load and unload a couple
of times, and play Russian
Roulette a couple of times.”

No testimony was heard
Friday, and prosecutors are
expected to wrap up their
case Monday morning.

tkadrich@hometowalife.com
{734) 459-27G0

Michigan
SIDWELL NUMBERS

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR THE
COPPER CREEK CONDOMIUMS SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
FOR PAVING AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS SAD NO. 2006-1
BY THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
CANTON TOWNSHIP BOARD

RESOLUTION # 4

TO THE OWNERS OF THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED LANDS: Copper Creek Condominiunt, Charter Township of Canton, Wayne County,

Products and Services:

gain the skills you need fo heip
your company be more competi-
tive or accelerate your career. We
offer businesses and individuals
‘the most effective learning experi-
ence available in the industry in
Healthcare, Project Management,
PC Applications, Business Skills
and Information Technology.

71-041-07-0001
71-041-07-0002
71-041-07-0003
- 71-041-07-0004
71-041-07-0005
71-041-07-0006
71-041-07-0007
71-041-07-0008
71-041-07-0009
71-041-07-0010
71-041-07-0011
71-041-07-0012
71-041-07-0013
71-041-07-0014
71-041-07-0015
71-041-07-0016
71-041-07-0017

71-041-07-0019
71-041-07-0020
71-041-07-0021
71-041-07-0022
71-041-07-0023
71-041-07-0024
71-041-07-0025
71-041-07-0026
71-041-07-0027
71-041-07-0028
71-041-07-0029
71-041-07-0030
71-041-07-0031
71-041-07-0032
71-041-07-0033
71-041-07-0034
71-041-07-0035

71-041-07-0087
71-041-07-0038
71-041-07-0039
71-041-07-0040
71-041-07-0041
71-041-07-0042
71-041-07-0043
71-041-07-0044
71-041-07-0045
71-041-07-0046
71-041-07-0047
71-041-07-0048
71-041-07-0049
71-041-07-0050
71-041-07-0051
71-041-07-0052
71-041-07-0053
71-041-07-0054

71-041-07-0055
71-041-07-0056
71-041-08-0001
71-041-08-0002
71-041-08-0003
71-041-08-0004
71-041-08-0005
71-041-08-0006
71-041-08-0007
71-041-08-0008
71-041-08-0009
71-041-08-0010
71-041-08-0011
71-041-08-0012
71-041-08-0013

. 71-041-08-0014
- 71-041-08-0015

71-041-08-0016

Opén Enrollment Classes Online LIVE
Private Group/On-Site Training Online Books
Certification Exams Skills Assessments
Club Memberships Mentored Learning

THE

New Horizons' - .
Computer Learning Centers @hﬁeﬂfﬂ' 8 Ettellﬂ’{t
Michigan  Chicago. Cleveland

Corporate Education

1- 866-887-9278

Career Consultant

1- 866—888 6945

www.nhgreatlakes.com

71-041-07-0018 71-041-07-0036

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Act 188 of the Public Acts of 1954, this Beard has
initiated proceedings relating to the Copper Creek Condominium Association as described in herein, and
to accomplish this improvement and secure funds therefore by creating said premises into a special
asgessment distriet against which there shall be levied special assessments; and

WHEREAS, this Board having tentatively declared its intention to make such 1mpr0vements
and tentativaly demgnated the above described premises as a special assessment district against which
the cost of said improvement is to be assessed; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board has cavsed to be prepared plans showing the public
-tmprovements, the location thereof, and an estimate of the cost thereof which have been filed with the
Township Clerk, Canton Township, Michigan, for pub].lc examination.

Take further notice that the property owner’s included in the special assessment district have
the right to appeal the special asgessment levy to the Michigan Tax Tribunal. In order to protest the levy
an appearance by the property owner, by mail, or by an agent of the property owner must be made at the
public hearing held April 22, 2008.

' PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board will meet on Tuesday , the 22nd day of
April, 2008, at _7__ o’clock p.m., Eastern Staridard Time, at the Canton Township Hall, 1150 Canton
Center South, Canton, Michigan, to hear ohjections to the special assessment roll.

TERRY BENNETT, Township Clerk

Publish: April 10 and 13, 2008

OEQBGH5457
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Walker wants to help students
and make difference |

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Shawn Walker believes that
if given the opportinity, she
could help the current school
administration and school
board do great things.

The Westland resident, who
is making her first bid for a
seat on the Wayne-Westland
School board in the May 6 elec-
tion, sees herself as offering a
new way of looking at things.

“Sometimes, when we're in
certain positions or roles, we

. tend to lock at things one cez-
tain way or how we've always
done it. Sometimes you have
to take a step back and look,”
she said. “T'm very pleased
with current administration
and I think they've done great
things, but it always helps to
have another way of looking,
another viewpoint, a fresh face
or sortieone to have a new look
at things.”

Walker, who has four
children, including a son -
who.graduated from Wayne -
Memorial High Schooland
two who are students at Adams
Middle School, fears that with
the current economy, kids are
being forgotten and that if
adulis don’t take the time to
get them the education they
need, they won't be abie to take
over.

“You have to think of the kids
as an investment; they're our
future,” she said.

Walker is former Ford Motor
Co. employee who works part
time as an optical technician
and attends the University of
Michigan-Dearborn. She took a
buyout from the automaker to
spend more time with her chil-
dren and be abie to do things
like run for school board.

She believes she must be a
part of the schools to be a part
of her children’s lives. Her work
with Ford precluded involve-
ment with the PTA, but any
time the school needed help,

she “was will-
| ing to jump in.”
- Helected,

she plans to
| make it her
R goal to be at as
many school
activities and
meetings as
possible. She
makes her own
schedule at school and, by
working part time, she is able
to plan around her children “so
T can be more supportive for
and be with them.”

“K 1 devote myself to some-

Walker

 thing, I'm going to give 100

percent,” she said. “To me, it’s
not just a game or something to
do. I'm doing this because this
is something I care about. T feel
strong about i, so I will put my
all into it.”

In talking with school staff
and residents in the distriet,
she believes one of the prob-
lemns facing the district is
classroom size. Larger class
sizes can prevent teachers from
have one-on-one with students
and identifying and helping
students who are having prob-
lems. She also is concerned
about the new high school

- curricalum which “expects all

students to be mathematicians
or scientists.”

“Realistically, not every kid
is an A student, not every kid
college material. We wish every
kid was,” she said. “We need
to put things in place, like vo-
tech, so these students can get
skills they can fall back on.”

Walker said making sure
those kids aren't left behind
will be her main focus, if
elected to the school board.
Accomplishing that goes back
to class sizes. Having large
class sizes tends to marginal-
ize poor learners, but teachers

" with smaller class sizes can get

to know the students a,nd their
potential.

“A lot of issues facing the
district you have to be in the

n district

SHAWNA WALKER

Whe: Shawn Walker of Westland.
She is a student at the University
of Michigan-Dearborn.
Famity: Married, she had her
tiusband, Dwayne have four
chiidren - one is a graduate of
Wayne Memorial High School and
two attend Adams Middle Schoeol.
Employmeat; She worked at the
. Ford Motor Co.'s Wayne Assembly
Plant for eight years before fak-
ing a buyout. She now works as
an optical technician. “I went
from making cars to doing eye
exams.”
Community involvement:
She has helped her children's
school when needed. She also
volunteers with Looking for
My Sister, a domestic violence
program, and is active in the
women’s ministry af her church,
the Pure Word Missionary Baptist
Church in Detroit. She belongs
to the International Free and
Accepted Modern Masons Order
of the Eastern Star Princess of
Bathsheba No. 149,

midst of it, but class sizes and
not achieving is what I've been
hearing about from teachers
and residents I've talked to,”
she said.

Walker added that her goal
for getting elected to the school
board is to help.

“1 just want to make a differ-
ence and help someone. I think
1 can do that,” she said. “Even
the people that are there (on
the school board) now, I'm sure
they didn’t know everything,
but if you're willing to learn
and take time and genuinely
care about the people you want
to help, you can do that. I truly
believe that”

- smason@hometewnlife.com

{734) 9532112

Schofield: Secondary cu riculum

means district must be

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

When it comes to serv-
ing on the Wayne-Westland
schoel board, Cindy Schofield
sees her role as one of pro-
moting public education and
working with legislators and
community organizations in
improving it.

But she also has another
job.

“As an individual, I think
my job is to be the cheer-
leader for public schools and
promote Wayne-Westland
schools and make sure com-
munity knows they're the
best schools they are, that
they are the best schools out
there for their students,” she
said.

Schofield is seeking a third
four-year term on the school

.board in the May 6 election.

The Wayne resident is the
current school board vice
president, a position she has
held for six of her eight years

‘on the board. She also chairs

the curriculum subcommit-
tee and serves on the policy
and human resources sub-
committees. ’

The mother of three chil-
dren who have gone throngh
Wayne-Westland Schoals,
Schofield said she is willing
to listen to both sides of an -
issue.

“I have connections
throughout school system
with parents and staff so that
when given policy to vote on
1 go back to those groups and
ask their opinion,” she said.
“I admire and respect our
administration bat I want to.
check out for myself that it’s
what we want to do.”

According to Schofield,
the biggest challenge facing
the school district is dealing
with the new state-imposed
high school curriculum and
testing. In particular, it’s
students who are struggling

Project helps kids dress for prom

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Senior proms at Wayne
Memorial and John Glenn
High Schools are still more
than a month off, but the hunt
already is on for the essentials.

It’'s the biggest event of the
school social year and making
it memorable can be a costly
endeavor. But Tonia Szabo
has an away of keeping costs
down, especially for students
on a limited budget — the
Prom Closet at the First United
Methodist Church in Wayne.

“Kids shouldn't have to worry
about the money, they should
be able to be kids and go and
have fun,” said Szabo. “There’s
a need in the community. A lot

“of people are out of work and
it’s hard to afford something
like this.”

Sponsored by the United

Closet has gently used prom
dress available for girls who
want t6 go to prom but don’
have the extra money for the
dress. It's stocked with some 50

. dresses of various styles, colors,

lengths and sizes. They can be
borrowed for free or for the $10
cost of dry cleaning. Bowers

.. Cleaners in Wayne has been

helping by cleaning the dresses.

Szabo heard about the con-
cept of a Prom Closet and
brought it to the churchwomen
who “have been really excited”
about it. They paid to have the
donated dresses cleaned and
set up & room for girls to come -
in and make their selections.

The process is confidential.
Girls in need of dresses call
Szabo to make an appoint-
ment. Szabo has been passing
out cards and fliers, hoping the
information will be given to a
girl who needs it.

a milestone, something they’ll

- always remember,” Szabo

said. “Some girls don’t get that
opportunity. This offers them
the opportunity to go and have
fun”

While the focns has been on
dresses, Szabo does have tux-
edo jackets available for boys.
The jackets — 78 black, white
and oft-white in every size .

— are a donation from the St.
Mary Outreach Center. They
got them after she and Linda
Maylone, vice president of the
United Methodist Woimen,
spoke to the Wayne Rotary
where a woman from center
heard their talk.

“With these economic times,
it’s difficult and dresses are
expensive,” said Maylone, who
spoke about the Prom Closet
at a recent Wayne-Westland
school board meeting. “We've
started with the girls and are
expanding to boys. People are

asking about suits boys have
outgrown.”

Szabo is now looking for
pants to go with those jackets
and more dresses. People can
drop them off at the church or
call her at (734) 564-9791 for a
pickup.

In addition to clothing,
Szabo is also accepting mon-
elary donations or sponsors to
cover the cleaning costs.

Girls also can call that num- -

ber to set up an appointment.
With a limited selection, Szabo

is suggesting, they call early to

get the best selection.

“It'll make my heart happy, if
I can help a couple of boys and
girls, it'll all be worth it,” she
said. "1 care about kids, that’s
my passion. I want them to
have fun and not worry about
bills.”

smasen@homatownlife,com
{134) 953-2112

mathematics
requirements.
I believe
as a district
we need to be
proactive in
finding a solu-
tion so that
our dropout
raie doesn’i
soar,” she said. “Forty percent
of our ninth-graders flanked
Algebra I the first semester.”
Schofield said the district
has added a fundamentals
class to be taken in conjunc-
tion with an algebra class
to reinforce strategies and
is looking at seventh-honr
class to allow for some eredit
recovery. The district also

Schofietd

" is looking at ways to make

summer school affordable to
students of low-income fami-
lies so they can make up lost
credit.

“1 don’t oppose them
{requirements), I think we
need them,” she said. “I think
it would have been nice to
have been able to have few
more years to work with
middle schoolers to have
them ready. This is such a
dramatic change for state.

"1 think with these require-

ments, we've taken the joy of

- learning away from them.

“We must comply with
what state wants us to do,
but I don’t think will be good
for all students in Michigan.”

Other issues facing the dis-
trict are funding and declin-
ing enrollment. While the
district has a fand equity so
it can maintain programs,
it needs to examine them to
make sure “we’re seeing the
desired results,” Schofield
said.

And with funding tied to
enrollment, the district needs
to continue to market itself.

“We need to promote it to

families both within and out- -

side our community and we

proactive

CIRDY SCHOFIELD

Who: Cindy Schofield of Wayne, a
{ifelong Wayne-Westland resident
and graduate of John Glenn High
School and Rochester College in
Rochester, Mich.

Famify: Married, she and her
husband, David, have three chil-
dren. Two are Wayne Memorial
High School graduates, while the
youngest is a high school senior.
Employment; She is employed
by Norplex Assaciates, a fam-
ily-owned rental property man-
agement business located in
Westland,

Community Involvement: She is
a past PTA president, treasurer
-and secretary at Schweitzer
Elementary School, past member
of s¢choo!l improvement teams at
Schweitzer and Wayne Memorial,
co-chair of the 1998 Citizen

Bond Committee and member of
the Citizen Bond Construction
Committee, and co-chair of the
Wayne Memorial High School
Zebra-Parent Advisory Group.
She also has been a member

of a variety of booster groups,
including instrumental music,
swimming and diving, cross
country and frack and field.

need to examine why families
leave us,” she said.

As for why she should
be re-elected to the school
board, Schofield said she
believes in the district and
has the passion for it.

“I believe in the Wayne-
Westland schools and 1
want to see them continue
to do a good job of educat-
ing the children,” she said. “T
have the time to give to the
schools and I enjoy what Iam
doing.”

smason@hometownlife.com

Tonia Szabo shows off one of the dresses that have been donated to the
Prom Closet at the First United Methodist Church in Wayne. The dresses are
available for use to students in the Wayne-Westland Community Scheols.
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Methodist Women, Prom “I think for girls, the prom is
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with our FREE Welcome Packet.
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PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPT.
734-354-3232 -
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that on 04/18/2008, at 10:00 am., at ~

Mayflower Aute Transport, 1179 Starkweather, Plymouth, MI
48170, a public auction of the following:

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
‘NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
bid for Seaied Choral Risers with Accessories and Music
Posture Chairs for Salemn High School. Speciﬁcations and bid
forms are available by contacting Dan Phillips in the PCCS
Purchasing Department at (734) 416-2746 or for bid documents and
technieal information, please contact Laura Hagan, PCCS Facilities
Construction Director at (734) 416-2953, Sealed bids are due on or
before 2:00 p.m., Monday, May 5, 20608 to the E.J McClendon
Educational Center located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, MI 48170,
The Board of Education reserves the right to aceept and/or reject all
bids, as they _]udge to be in the best interest of the school district. ¢

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
~ THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2008
G00PM.

PLEASE NOTE that the Zoning Board of Appeals will hold its
Regular Meeting on Thursday, May 1, 2008 commencing at 6:00
p.m,, to consider:

» Application 1457, 12715 Rolston DR: The applicant is
reguesting a variance in fence height from 4 feet to 6 feet.
Reguested variance is (2) feet.

. The meeting will be held at Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N.

Haggerty Road in the Town Hall Meeting Room.

1994 Chevrolet Jimray IGNDT13W5R0143402 For further information contact Plymouth Township Building

1998 Chevrolet Cavalier 16LJC124SWM 109239 Board of Education § Department at 734-354-3210.

1994  Chirysler LeBaron 1C3EU4530RF251264 ‘ Plymouth-Canton Community Schoals $ Pabiich: Apeil 1. 2008

Publish: April 17, 2008 OEsspeREs  2x1 5 Publish: April 6 & 13, 2008 STEVEN SNEIDEMAN, Secretary § ublish: April 13, QEOBESEST3 - 2 5
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS PLYMOUTH-CANTON CO! SCHOOLS CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage
disposal system or storm water system, you must file a written
claim with the Charter Township of Canton, Division of Public
Works within 45 days after the overflow or backup was discovered.
Notice should be mailed to Charter Township of Canton, Division of
Public Works, 1150 8. Canton Center, Canton, Michigan 48188,
Failure to provide the written nofice will prevent recovery of
damages. Contact the Division of Public Works at 734/394-5150 for -
asgistance immediately upon discovery of an overflow or backup.

THANK YOU
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
DIVISION OF PUBLIC WORKS

Publish: April 16 & £3, 2008
OF0R596 199 — 232 5

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
bid for Sanding & Refinishing of Maple Gym Floor at Canton
High School. Specifications and bid forms are available by
contacting Dan Phillips in the PCCS Purchasing Department at
(734} 416-2746 or for bid documents and technical information,
please contact Laura Hagan, PCCS Facilities Construction Director
at (734) 416-2953. Sealed bids are due on or before 2:30 p.m.,
Monday, May 5, 2008 to the E.J McClendon Educational Center
located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, MI 48170. The Board of
Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they
judge to be in the best interest of the school district. )

:

Board of Education §
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools 3

Publish: April 6 & 13, 2008 STEVEN SNEIDEMAN, Secretary §

ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, smch as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
.Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
L (734) 394-5260

Publish: April 13, 2008
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Invest for the long term,

Q: Dear Rick: The recent eco- .. to tumble while bad news sends
nemic news has been negative the market climbing. That is why

www.hometownlife.com

avoid volatility of the market

trolled by one or two factors,
but by numerous forces making

locking forward while economic
numbers are always looking in .

(employment numbers and the 1 tell investors not to make deci-  the rear view mirror. it impossible to accarately pre- week; month or even a year.
Bear Siearns situation) yetthe  sions based upon what is cur- It would be great if by look- dict how the market will react .
stock market has risen. Why? rently happening in the market.  ing at a variety of indicators at certain points in time. The Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial

history of the market is that it
overreacts over the short run but

adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymatters@

we could project short-term
volatilities in the market. To be

Investment decisions should be

A: When it comes to short based on long-term goals and

' term gyrations of the market, objectives. _ able to time the market would that it is muech'smoother sailing  hometowniife.com. For more information,
Money Matters  anything and everything can In understandmg the mar- - be great and very rewarding. over the long run. If you want to  visit Rick’s Web site at www.bloomas-
: : happen. Sometimes good eco- ket, it is imporiant to recognize  Unfortunately, it can’t be done. be successful as an investor, yon  setmanagement.com. You can hear Rick
Rick Bloom nomic news causes the market that the stock market is always The stock market is not con- can't fall for the fool’s game of noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM. -

Seminar focuses on
travel to China

The Michigan Manufacturers Association (MMA) is co-sponsor-
ing the “Health and Safety Risks in China: Preparing Your Employees
for Travel” seminar, which will be presenited by International SOS,

9 a1n. to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 23, at the Marriott Detroit
Southfield, 27033 Northwestern Highway. Registration begins at
8:30 a.m. with the program running from 9-11:30 a.m.

Jane Poulton, senior director for China development for

- Awesome camera phone. | International SOS, will present at this free session.
- : Attendees will leave with the tools to effectively manage globally
N Buy any phone $29.99 mobile employees in China, with a deeper understanding of the cur-
or higher aﬁéer rebate. rent health care landscape in the country and will be able to take
i 'gg” ; advantage of a networking opportunity to discuss key medical and
B safety issues with industry leaders and peers.

g ﬁ,ﬁwc&map@smes,

5 Anyone who manages, oversees or directs the development of
With new -yt actvation per phone:.

medical, health or safety programs for employees in China, espe-
cially executives in the areas of medical and occupational health,
HR, employee benefits, risk and safety and travel, are encouraged to
attend.

For more information visit the MMA Web site at www.mma-
net.org (see “Education and Seminars”) or call Patti Cullen with
International SOS at (215) 942-8049.
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Advocates spread autism awareness

BY ANNETTE KINGSBURY 2 3
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER MlTlSM WORNSHOP ON TAP l GO““ _

. — Actress Jenny McCarthy will be )
Armfn‘?ﬁiﬁfﬂﬁ“ ' the speaker for “Living with Autism,” Wﬂﬁ
autism spectrum disorders, Wednesday, April 16, at the Troy Hitton, ' .
group of developmental disabili- - 5500 Crooks. The day begins with a * Quietest Units
ties that start to show up in chil- continental breakfast at 745 am. fo- | o Affordable Pricing
dren as young as 3. Now local {owed by breakout sessions. ; :
familjes have new resources You can ask questions of breakout | Quality Instaliation
for dealing with the issues sur- session facilitators, including medi- ¢ Extended Warranties

- rounding the disorder, which ' . .
has no single known cause and cal experts from Henry Ford Health » EZ Financing
1o cure. System, Dakland University's Schoo of
The Autism Society of Education and the Kaufman Children's (734) 525-1930
America’s Qakland County Center. Cost is $95 for general admis-
Ch:tphte:f ig dol?sa:h;g $£,0013. sion or $125 for general admission Our 34th Year!
WO 00, 0 10C H1D1C It i 5 i n
libraries around the coup;lty ‘ vnf:%cf:Uvicsriﬁ:tv?wFl?rlret;:::;?ez{.::rg;r UNITED TEMPERATURE
on various aspeets of autism. " : ! - . 8019 MIDDLEBELT = LIVONIA
According to Rochester Hills and click on the events link. NG v,
resident Lisa Kowalski, the
mother of an autistic son, the
need was great.
“We've done this project

before, but on & much smaller
scale,” she said. “We targeted
a few of the libraries and gave
them a smaller budget. This
time, it was foll out. Because

Seventeen-year-old Jason Kowalski (feft) sorts books April 5 with his brother, Aaron, 14, a Van Hoosen Middle School
student with autism, Ali the books were donated to Oakland County libraries to boost their collections on topics

the incidence rate hasclimbed  related to autism.
so dramatically. It's now one ip
150 children born today. And they’re reading to something raized through the chapter’s book orders and deliver them.
Oakland County and themetro  they themselves are experienc-  annual golf outing, which is Kowalski pointed out that
Detroit area is one of the hot ing” held the Monday after Labor thanks to library inter-loans,
spots in the country.” In addition, books werepur-  Day at Walnut Creek Country all the books ordered will be
' chased for parents and other Club in South Lyon. available countywide to library
GETTING WORD OUT caregivers. “Its a wonderful event. This  patrons.
‘When Kowalski’s son was “What we're finding is more year it looks like we're going to “From start to finish, families
first diagnosed, the librarywas  and more parents are looking exceed the $1 million amount affected by autism are doing
where she turned for informa-  for material they can either for just this outing,” Kowalski this as volunteers,” she said.
tion. read to a sibling or share witha  said. “And those funds have
“We decided that our . sibling, or just read more about  been put to use in many ways.”  For more information, visit www.
. Oakland County public libraries  autism themselves,” she said. On April 5, chapter mem- autismsocietyofamerica.net or www. -
were one of the best ways to get Wilson also said it was nice bers got together to fill the asacakland.org.
information to the general pub-  being able to discuss the books
lic about autism, so we decided  with Kowalski. “A lot of these
1o use them as our vehicle to are put out by small publish-
inform the public,” she said. ing houses and they don't get
. Each participating library reviewed,” she said.
received an extensive book list
to choose from and a $300 bud-  ‘EVERYONE KNOWS.SOMEONE' Ib.
get, Topics included advocacy, Each library chose the books :
diet, parenting strategies, public  they wanted, “based on their
awareness, school- and medi- collection and the needs of their
cine-related titles and stories for comununity,” Kowalski said.
children and young adults. “Some of the books that we’re
Mary Wilson, youth services  offering in this wave are not
manager for the Rochester Hills  just for kids with antism. Some
Public Library, said the dona- of them are special education,
tion will fill a need in the col- hygiene books, for teens and
lection. preteens. ...
“We hadn't really bought “It seerns nowadays everyone
much for older kids to read knows someone with autism. It's
about autism themselves, like a neighbor’s child or an aunt’s
a story with a character with ... 30 the general public needs to ¥ Fresh Grade A
autism,” Wilson said. “The kids  know about autism,” “@@
can kind of relate the story that Funds for the project were % c“T up
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register to win*
$1,000 JCPenney Gift Card

*GRAND OPENING SWEEPSTAKES. NG PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND IS NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN THIS SWEEPSTAKES. A FURGHASE WILL

NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCE OF WANNING. NEED NOT BE PRESENT T WIN. Grand Opening Sweepstakes begins April 6, 2008, and ends on April 19, 2008.
Entrants must be legal M resident, 18 years of age or older at time of entry (by 4/19/08). Potential winners will be selected jrom all eligible erfries received in a
random drawing held on or about May 5, 2008. This Sweepstakes is subject fo applicable federal and state laws. Void outside M| and whese prohibited by taw. FOR
COMPLETE RIR ES, SEE www jecp.commewstores, TO ENTER SWEEPSTAKES, SEE OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM IN STORES. €2008, J. C. Penrey Corporation, inc.
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grand opening continues in |

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Rachel O'Neil, of Canton’s Team Carrabba's and Tina Lounsbery of Canton's Team Holiday inn Express, help open

competition with a mass balt roll.

BOWL

FROM PAGE Al

monikers including Pinheads,
Happy Rollers, and Mixed
Nuts,

Alisa Dillard, of the
Philadelphia-based Mixed
Nuts, said this was her third
year cotnpeting in the event.

“This is very good stuff,” she
said. “It’s exciting just to be

able to have fun with the girls.”

Marian Kirby of Saginaw
felt the same.

“This is my first year com-
peting and it has truly been a
nice experience,” she said.

Just betore the mass first-
ball roll, singer Larry Johnson,
who performed a medley of
Motown songs, entertained
the participants. As some
women danced with their
arms around each other, oth-
ers snapped their fingers,
posed for pictures or sang
along to snippets of “My Girl”
and “The Tracks of My Tears.”

Linda Stansell, a Canton

Bonnie Garska leads mascots Striker (Mary Beers) and Kingpin (Gary
Richards) through the crowd at the opening of the tournament.

resident and a member of 2
team based out of the Holiday
Tun Express in Canton, said
she was excited to be apart of
the festivities. ,

“This is wonderful and a
great opportunity for Canton,”
she said. _

When asked if she was bowl-
ing to win, Stansell made a

slight pause and but her team-
mate, Tina Lounsbery, chimed |
in quickly and said, “We're out
to win!” while pumping her
fist in the air. -

The championships will fea-
ture more than 7,000 teams
and is expected to churn $40
million into the area.

Canton Boa_rd of Trustees

The board will hold a study
session at 7 p.m., April 15 at
the Canton Administration
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road. Agenda items
include Leisure Services
Department update and dis-
cussion about elected officials
compensatlon.

Plymouth-Canton School
Board
The Plymouth-Canton

Schools Board of Education
will hold a workshop session -

ON THE AGENDA

Tuesday niglit to begin discus-
sions on the 2008-09 budget.
The workshop meeting will
be held at 6 p.m. at the E.J.
McClendon Educational Center
at 454 S. Harvey in Plymouth.

Wayne-Westland School
Board

The school board will have
a regular meeting at 7 p.m.,
Monday, April 14 Wayne-
Westland Community Schools
board room, 3674-5 Marquette,
Westland.

Agenda items include:

N Purchase of elementary

Village Shopkeeper
QUITTING BUSINESS

nd PRIC
REDUCTIO

science textbooks for grades
K-5, texthooks for elementary
social studies for grade 4, high
school social studies and sup-
plementary materials for grade
9 civics and grade 9 economics.

¥ Superintendent’s summary
evaluation and approval the
contract extension.

Van Buren School Board

The school board will hold a
regular meeting at 7:30 p.m.,
April 14 at the Belleville High
School Food Service Center,
555 W. Columbia Avenue,
Bellevilte. For more informa-
tion, call (734) 697-9123.
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| Oﬁ' cials should get on
board’ -

.Every week we read in the
newspapers about how the
American worker needs to “get
on board” with the global econ-
omy. If they want to keep their
" jobs, they will have to accept
lower wages, less fringe benefits
and higher co-pays on the ben-
efits they do keep.

The time has come for our
own government to “get on
board” with the global economy.
- They too may have to accept
the same bitter pill that the
rest of us have had to swallow.
Increasing taxes on those who
-can least afford it is not a valid
solution. No one wants their
wages to be cnt, but if that is the
cost of survival, so be it. Those
who don't want to accept this
harsh reality will have to step
aside and et others, who are
willing, step into their shoss.

Ken Champagne
- Canton

A change is needed

Is the spending out of con-
trol within the Canton Board
of Trustees? Purchasing or

upgrading township respurces is -

a proper and necessary function.
However, the goal is to perform
said function with a minimum
of expenditure. In other words,
the taxpayer is entrusting the
board to get the largest “bang
for their buck.”

First of all, the board is
spending over a million dol-
lars to replace the financial
systermn which was implemented
using Foxpro software in 1993.
During that time, the board has
contracted services to update
or modify the system to resolve
problems that have arisen, lack-
ing the capability to do so in-
house. Through all of this, the
finance department has been
embarrassed through audits
or other actions, Therefore, the
board has decided to replace the
systern with a new one carry-
ing a price tag of over a million
dollars.

In this day and age, computer
systems should cost thousands,
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not hundreds of thousands or
.- millions, even for customized

~ software. Microsoft Office

softwaré with Word, Excel, and
Access, modified with in-house
IT personal, should have been
sufficient to rectify the problems
with the finances. Instead, they
are going down the same road
they did in 1993. Other options
should be examined. This is our
meney. Perhaps that is why it is
easier to spend. _
Tuesday, the board voted,

over the concerns of some board -

members, to spend half a mil-
lion dollars to repiace our water
meters with meters that report
by radio to save $14,000 per
year in meter-reading costs.
Before such expenditures, ques-
tions of a technical nature need
to be asked and answered. Will.
these high tech meters stand
up as well as the older meters?
How much power, paid for by
each of us, will they consume?
With all of these transmitters
broadcasting all over Canton be
a reliable system? Is it proven?
How competitive was the bid,
seeing as how it was awarded to
a contractor “that’s been used
since day one?”

Perhaps the problem has to do

“with the way the board conducts

fts business. Township meet-
ings are not used to brainstorm
problems or discuss issues.

The intentions of the board are
solidified long before the item
on the agenda is discussed.
And when are they going to let

" us know what they have done?

‘When we receive the bill or read
about the deficit.

As aresult of issues like this, 1
have decided to run for supervi-
sor, Things will change if 1 am
elected this fall.

David Marsh
Canton

Americans need to save

Many readers have misunder-
stood the meaning behind my
column “Holding interest rates
firm is right medicine for the
economy” (March 13). Let me
explain.

High interest rates encour~
age savings. Low interest rates

encourage borrowing and

economic mess because of too
much borrowing and spend-
ing, It’s time for America to
start saving and investing. Our .
savings rate as a percentage of
our after-tax income has been
negative for the past several
months. The last time that hap-
pened was just before the Great
Depression.

A strengthening dollar
encourages pecple to increase

eir-savings and investments.
A weakening dollar encourages
people to spend. We don't need
to spend more money in buy-
ing trinkets from the rest of the
world - that is why we need to
keep the dollar strong and inter-
est rates firm.

What we need to do is take
our strong dollars and invest
it (not spend it) at home and
abroad to take advantage of the
economic growth around the
world. What we are really doing
is just the opposite — we are just
spending money buying stuff
from all over the world which
stimulates economic growth in
all those other countries with-
out benefiting us here at home.
Having more trinkets does not
make us richer. Investing in
abusiness that manufactures
goods or provides a service does
make us richer.

The U.S. economy (as with
most capitalistic economies) is
very resilient and self-correct-
ing. Il get rid of its excesses
and reach equilibrium on its
own. Lower interest rafes in
face of rising deficits and infla-
tion only prolongs the agony
that only a severe recession can
cure.

When you have a shopo-
holie in your household, the
‘most compassionate thing yon
can do is take away all their
credit cards, let them struggle
through their debis and emerge
debt free and more competitive
to face the world. Giving them
cheaper credit cards (which
is what lowering interest rate
does) is no act of compassion.

Raghu Raghunathan

Plymouth Townsh!p

| HD RADIO!
H3) Radio

Hhsz12

5129

. C'D recebver with built-in amplifier
(13 wars RMS/40 peak x 4 riannck)

.| *built-in HD Radio tuner w/ multicasting

* plays CD, CD-R, and CD-EW (inchiding
discs loaded with MP3 and WMA files)

* fold-down, derachable face

| + remote conwrol

| = built-in IPOD conwols {adapter inchuded)
* MP3 mini plug included

. nptmnzl satellite radio (XM & Sirius)

. mputs {ront-pane’ USB input, amu]nry
input, SD card slot

*Extensive labur 8 parts exuea.

Be Cool.
For Less.

Aska sa]wpersos\ for details.

AM/FM D

WE DO BOATS! |

|PODS'

For speedy iPod
repair, call:
{313) 381-2077 |
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“How has the sub-prime mortqaqe meltdown

spending. We are in the current -

affected the way you do business?

“The flood of foreclosed homes has
kifted the regular market. Banks have
reduced them so much that people
are busy buying those instead. All
we're seiling o is foreclosed homes.”
GEORGE BUSTA, Netional Realty Center

“We're working 10 times harder for
probably one-10th of the money.
And documentation-has turned out
to be cifical. Banks are covering
themseives tremendously.”

JUDY “0", GMAC Kee Group

‘We asked this of Realtors at the Wayne—WestIand Community Schools’ annual
Realtors Iuncheon

“A fot of houses are getting bombed
on appraisals. Foreclosures are
dragging down the nice homes, And a
lot of the fereclosures are a mess.”

JON BRECKOR, Coldwmvell Banker

Gov. Jennifer M. Granhoim
Send correspondence to P.O. Box 30013,
Lansing, M1 48909, or cali Constituent
Services at (5177 335-7858. The fax
number is (517) 335-6863.

State Sen. Bruce Patterson, R-
Canton
Contact him by mail at P0. Bax 30036,
Lansing, Mi, 48909; by phone at (517)
3737350 tall-free at {866) 262-7307:
or by e-mail at senbpatterson@sen-
ate.michigan.gov.

State Rep. Phif LaJoy, R-Canton
Contact him by mail at $-785 House
Office Building, P.O. Box 36014, Lansing,
M1 48933; by phone at (517) 373-2575 or
toli free at (866) LAJOYZ1; or by e-mail
at phillajoy@house.mi.gov.

State Rep. Marc Corriveau, D-
Northviite
Centact him by maif at P.O. Box 36014,

f..:ég

GOVERNMENT CONTACTS

Lansing, M £48209-7514; by phene
at (517) 373-3816; or by e-mail at
MarcCorriveau@nouse.mi.gov.

Canton Township Supervisor Tom
Yack
Contact him by mail at 1156 S. Canton
Center, Canton, M 48188; by phone at

{734) 394-5185; or by e-mail at tyack@

canion-mi.org.

LS. Sen, Carf Levin
His Washington, D.C. mailing address
is 269 Russell Office Building, LS.

. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-2202.
Call him at (202) 224-6221. The fax
number is (202) 224-1388. He also
has offices in Patrick V. McNamara
Federai Building, 477 Michigan Ave.,,
Roam 1860, in Detroit. The locad phene
number is (313) 226-6020, TTY (80C)
851-0030 and fax at (313) 226-6948.
He dlso has a Web site - [Evin.séhate.
gov.

Li.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow
in Washington, B.C., the address

~ 15133 Hart Senate Office Building;

“ Washington, D.C, 20510. Call her
there at (202) 224-4822, TTY (202)
224-2066, or e-maif her at senator@
stabenow.senate.qov. in Detroit, her
office-is at 243 W. Congress, Suite 550.
Cail (313) 961-4330. She also has a Web
site - stabenow.senate.gov.

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter
His Washington, D.C., mailing address
is 1632 Longwarth House Gffice
Building, Washington D.C. 20515, Call
him at (202} 225-8171 or send a fax
by diating (202) 225-2667. His district
office is at 17197 N. Laurel Park Dr.,
Suite 163, Livonia, Ml 48152. Call him at
{734) 632-0314 or send a fax at (734}
$32-0373. He also has an Web site

" = mecoiter.house.gov.

* Experts in Marine Audio & Video Systems
* On-Site Installations — We Come to You!
¢ Top Brands — JLAundio, Pioneer, Alpine & More
Schedule your Marine Audio
Installation Today!

(313) 300-9140

CD6112

. INSTALLEDY*
*Exrensive labor & patts extra

WWW.cartunesstereo.com

Allen Park » 313-381-1053
Allen Rd. at Southfield Rd.

Berkley ¢ 248-547-4880

Woodmrd Ave. at 11 Mile Rd,

Pontiac * 248-332-7711
M59 East of Telegraph Rd.

MON,, TUES. & WED. 9:00-6:00; THURS. & FRI. 9:00-8:00; SAT. 9:00-5:00

Roseville * 586-294-81060
Gratiot North of 13 Mile Rd.

Westland * 734-728-9790

Wayne Rd. at Warren Rd.
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STORE HOURS

Mon., Tues,,
Thurs. & Fl“i.
_ 10-8
w: Y _Wed. 10-6
" Sat. 10-5
Sun, 11-4

¥ Haggerty
[-275

Canton Centér .Rd.
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