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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERYER STAFF WRITER

Three students face pos-
sible suspension after making
threatening remarks during a
search of student backpacks
Friday morning at Central
Middle School, the resultof a
bomb threat that was found
written on a bathroom wall
Thursday.

“One student was talking to
a classmate and said he had a
bomb detonator in his pocket

.and he was sent to the prin-

cipal’s office,” said Plymouth
Police Chief Wayne Carroll. “A
couple of other students made
remarks and were also sent to
the office.”

Plymouth-Canton Schools
Director of Communications
Frank Ruggirello said all three
will be “reviewed for suspen-
sion.” - .
Plymoutlrand Plymouth
Township police searched the

nearly 900 students as they
entered the building. They
were then sent to the gymna-
sium, where Principal Pro Tem
Steve Vowles tatked to stu-
dents about the seriousness of
what turned out to be a prank.
Carroll said the search of stu-
dent bags was orderly.

“The students cooperated

. and everything went well,”

said Carroll. “We secured them
in the gymnasium and when
we got everyone in they were
released to class.”

The search was necessitated
after the threatening mes-
sage was discovered Thursday
morning

“Somebody seribbled a mes-
sage on the wall that said a
bomb would go off Friday
morning at 10 a.m.,” said
Carroll. “We took our precau-
tions Thursday by sweeping
thie school with two bomb
dogs, one from the DEA (Drug
Enforcement Agency) and one

from Michigan State Police.

We secured the building until

Friday morning, and checked
backpacks and other bags as
students entered the building.

The approzimately 900
students were limited to one
front and one rear entrance
while entering Central Middle
School, at the corner of Church
and Main streets.

Ruggirello said the school
district took all appropriate
precautions in dealing with the
threat. )

“We take our cues from the
police department, and since
there was a specific date it
was determined there was no
point in canceling classes,” said
Ruggirelio. “We're never going
to put our kids or staffina
bad situation. If there was any
question, we would have can-
celed school.”

A letter written by Vowles
and sent home with students
Friday afterncon stressed that

www.hometownlife.com

Students face suspension after Central bom

threats of any kind won’t be
tolerated.

“Even if the threat is con-
sidered ajoke, there are con-
sequences for even the most
casual remarks that imply
violence of any kind,” wrote
Vowles. “If your student has
information that will help us
identify those responsible for
this situation, please encour-
age them to see me or a staff
member they trust as soon as
possible. We will respect their
confidentiality as best we can.

“It is important for you to
know that once we identify the
person(s) responsible for the
threat we will move for imme-
diate expulsion,” added Vowles
in the letter. “We also will
encourage the police depart-
ment to charge the families of
the students involved for the
cost of their services over the
pastfew days.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com
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Police and Central
i Middie School staffers
searched backpacks as
students entered the
school Friday morning
aftera bomb threat
was discovered on a
bathroom walt a day
earlier.

Committee says
salaries too high
for elected officials

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

DBSERVER STAFF WRITER
5

Is there middle ground between the
township supervisor’s current salary of
$127,073 and the compensation that has
been proposed for the upcoming term?

Tom Yack thinks so.

“Tt's OK to push the salary back. In
fact, I think it needs to come back, but
1 think (the
recommen-
dation) is
way too low,”
reduce the salaries of Canton's he said of
the $108,669
figure that’s.
been handed
down by
an internal
committee.

In addition to rolling back the.salary of
the supervisor’s position, the committee,
which includes trustees Todd Caccamo
and Todd LaJoy; Township Clerk Terry
Bennett, Finance Director Rick Eva and
Executive Director John Santomaurog,
recommended lowering the clerk and
treasurer positions from $103,070 to
$98,790 and the trustee compensation

What do you think? Tell us
your thoughts about the com-
mittee's recommendation to

elected officials. Either send

an e-mail to editor Kurt Kuban
or post a comment on our Web
site at www.hometowniife.com

from $12,537 to $12,000.

Piease see SALARIES, A8

From the perspectlve of labor

UAW president Ron Gettelfinger was the first speaker of the newly-revived Canton Economic Club durmq a
Wednesday luncheon at the Summit. Canton Supervisor resurrected the club, which has no members, ds-away to
bring interesting speakers to Canton to touch on fopics of importance to Southeastern Michigan. He didn't have to-
took far for Gettelfinger, who is a Canton resident. He discussed the major issues pertinent to fafior, u;c}udmg the
growing disparity in compensation between executives and workers, the impact that ‘so-called’ free frade has had
on Michigan and unions, the strike at American Axle, and the healthcare crisis. While not necessarily advocating
universal healthcare, Gettelfinger said ‘We need to do something in this country to responsibly address healthcare fo
make every business competitive.’ Yack said the club will next meet in November: . .

BILL BRESLER | ST
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Community Found

ation president making run for treasurer

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Joan Noricks says she’s
- ready to go from crunch-
ing numbers for the Canton
Community Foundation to
doing it for the Canton com-

Noricks “I have been a treasurer all

over the place,” said Noricks,

munity as township treasurer.

who has taken a leave of
absence from her longtime
position as CCF president in
order to campaign. “I love
numbers and the financial

aspect of business. I believe my

strength to the foundation has
bheen my accounting expertise.”
Noricks, a former self-
employed dress maker, began
working for CCF as a volunteer

bookkeeper in 1992 and joined
its staff two years later. Under
her leadership, the organiza-
tion has grown its assets from
$1,500 to $1.8 million.

“I had to rebuild a lot of rela-

tionships,” she said. “The orga-

nization lacked credibility and

1 had to make reassurances

that we were a solvent entity.”
In the race for the trea-

surer’s seat, Noricks’ certain
opponent is Township Board

- Trustee Melissa McLaughlin.

Current Treasurer Elaine
Kirchgatter, who was elected
in 1988, said she hasn’t decid-
ed whether of not to seek re-
election.

“I don't know,” Kirchgatter

| Chamber to
set sail for

‘Marqantavnlle

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
"GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Jimmy Buffett fans get'ready.

The Canton Chamber of Commerce’s annu-
al dinner auction will take place Friday at
the Burton Manor in Livonia. The event has
a“Margaritaville” theme and accompanying
attire is encouraged.

“I had no idea how many Jimmy Buffett
fans there are,” chuckled Denise Staffeld,
auction committee chalrperson “They are

coming out
CHAMBER DINHER AUCTION | of the wood-
When: 7 p.m., Friday April 1 The auc-
Where: Burton Manor, Livonia | tiom, which
Tickets: $75 liaSR?%u
Info: Call the Canton Chamber C;evioﬁ:  as
office at (734) 453-4040 its platioum

sponsor, will
include dinner, a raffle, entertainment, an
open bar and live and silent auctions.

“This is always a great gathering for us and
we are able to do a lot of programming with
the money we raise,” Staffeld said.

The auction, which is hailed as a network-
ing hub, has gained popularity through its
changing themes, which has included denim
and diamonds and be true to your school.

“The themes do add to the excitement and
this one has been really fun to plan,” said
Chamber President Diane Cojei. “It’s going to

_be a great night of fun.”

Dinner will feature a handful of
_ stations offering ham and pineapple, beef
and chicken kabobs and cheeseburgers in
paradise.

Staffeld said she expects the anticipation
surrounding the event to carry over into
clothing choices.

“Think Caribbean, Yimmy Buffett or
spring break,” she said. “Anything goes, just
don’t come in a suit.”

Tickets for the auction are $75 per person
and can be purchased at the Chamber office,

45525 Hanford, or by calling (734) 453-
4:040‘.
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Stage set for beheadlnq trial

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

With co-defendant
Alexander Letkemann having
accepted a plea to second-
degree murder, Jean Pierre
Orlewicz will stand alone in
the Wayne County Circuit
courtroom of Judge Annette
Berry when his trial begins
Monday morning.

Orlewicz, of Plymouth
Township, faces first-degree

*and felony murder charges,
along with a charge of muti-
lation of a corpse. If con-
victed, Orlewicz faces life in
prison without parole.

Letkemann, the 18-year-
old former Livonia Churchill
High School student from
Westland, took a plea
Monday and is expected to
testify. Letkemann is among
more than 80 people who
appesared on the prosecution’s
initial witness list.

Orlewicz defense attorneys
James Thomas and Joseph
NisKar presented an initial
witness list of nearly 50 indi-
vidual names.

They'li all be taking the
stage in a case that has
already drawn national
media attention.and figures
to draw more. Court officials
said Thursday a crew from

Gold _{gﬁrime

Men s

Whlle Ynu Waijt » umrt .
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313.937.0022

26541 P!vmnulh Rd.
Redford .

Jean Pierre Qrlewicz

the cable television network
TruTV (formerly Court TV)
is scheduled to be on hand to
cover the proceedings.

The case eenters around
the murder, beheading and
burning of 26-year-old
Daniel Sorensen of River
Rouge. Orlewicz is charged
with killing Sorensen and
beheading him, then, along
with Letkemann, dump-
ing Sorensen’s body in a
Northville Township field,
burning it and tossing the -
head into the Rouge River.

Thomas told Berry in a
hearing last week he wonld
use sell-defense as a irial

Full Service
Jewelry
Store

High Grade Watches *8.99
$1 299' I ulﬁ::tz Except lithium, $5.99

fith coupan. Expires 4-20-08 I

Hours
M-F 10-6
Sal 10-4 » Ciosed Sun

strategy, but Berry dealt
that defense a possible blow -
by exeluding evidence of
Sorensen’s cfiminal past,
plus evidence of personal
protection orders taken out
by four people unrelated to
the case,

Berry also granted a pros-
ecution motion prohibiting
the testimony of three mental
health professionals because
Orlewicz isn’t claiming the .
insanity defense, didn’t raise
the issue of compétency to
understand his Miranda
rights and there’s been no
request for a competency
hearing,

While a sléw of police
officers and medical profes-
sionals dot the prosecution’s
witness list, Letkemann and
another of Orlewicz’s friends,
Isam Ayyash (who friends
call Izzy), figure to provide
the key testimony. In a state-
ment played in the prelimi-
nary hearing, Letkemann
told Canton police Orlewicz
lured Sorensen to the garage
of his grandfather’s Canton
home and killed him.

Letkemann, in his con-
versation with police, said
he entered the garage first,
followed by Sorensen, with
Orlewicz bringing up the

rear.

“(OrIewiéz) shut the door

" behind us and then just did

it,” said Letkemann, who
said.in a ‘written statement
that Orlewicz cut Sorensen’s
throat from hehind, then
stabbed him. “I dont know
why he killed him.” :
Ayyash testified at the

- preliminary hearing he got a

phone call from Orlewicz to
come to the garage and help
load Sorensen’s body into a
truck. '
The hearing also featured
the first public appearance
of “Izzy,” the third “person of
interest” Worthy mentioned

- at her press conference.
“Izzy” is a nickname for Isam-

“(Orlewicz) asked me to come
to his grandfather’s house -
because he needed help lift-
ing a body into a truck,”
Ayyash testified. 1 walked
in and asked, ‘Is this a joke?’
and they said, ‘no.”

Ayyash, granted immunity
by the Wayne County
prosecutor for his involve-
ment, testified Orlewicz .
asked him to give him’ hlS
clothing. - .

When asked why, Ayya,sh
testified, “Because his were
covered in blood.”

& . .
bkadrigh@hometownlife.com
(734) #59-2700

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.

Board Certified Dermatoioglst

Specializing in Diseases
of the Skin Hair & Nalls
Tnvites you to visit and receive
the care you deserve.
» Skin Cancer * Eczema
* Moles » Warts
* Psoriasis ¢ Hair Loss
* Acne Botox < Much More
g New Patients « All Ages

Calt for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Dnve,
Suite 150, Novi, Mich @gan 48377

greatlakesderm

OEDBSGS@OS
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Tremendous! Buying Fast!

"SELLING OuT
" ENTIRE STOCK BEFORE
REMEBCHANDISING BOTH

CORNWELL
PO0I & Patio
_——

STORES!

874 Ann Arbor Rd. W

SALE HOURS

Plymouth, Mi
48170

3500 PontiacTrail
Ann Arbor, Michigan
48105

 SUNDAY 12-4, MONDAY 10-8 & TUESDAY 10-6

'SALE BEING HELD IN BOTH STORES!

-Ann Avbor-
Lloyd/Flanders

Loveseat Glider

With Teak Trim
Wins $702
NOW sSs149%°

~Plymouth-
Lloyd/Flanders

TV Cabinet

Was 31650

NOW SSo99es

‘ -Ann Arhor-
Homecrest
Firepit Table

With 2 Chairs and 2 Swivel Chairs
Was Wl

F30
NOW B IO

-Plymouth-
Winsion 42%
Round Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs
Was $2637

TNOW  $S1439°°

~-Plymouth-
KNF

Wine Rack

Was g3a0

-Ann Arbor-
Agio 48" Round

Glass 'I‘op Table

-Pivmotth-

Genson
Loveseat &
End Table

Was 53260

-Ann Arbor-
Brown Jordan 487 Round

Glass Top Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs
Was SI020
NOW KO FO°

Casuval Living

Party Bar
NOW $449‘“‘

~Plymouth-
Winston 42"
Balcony Table

With 2 Chairs
Was STE0Z

NOW 7Tooss

-Ann Arbor-
Lioyd/Flanders
Marble Top Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs and 2 Swivel Ghairs

Wns $6320
MNOW £

--Plymouth-
Winstan 63"

Oval Table

With 4 Ghairs
Was S2896

NOW S1879°°

A SALE THIS GREAT WON'T LAST FOR EVER!
ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY!
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FRﬂM PAGE Al

said Tuesday

- While saying she doesn L
expect:this to be “an easy race,”
Noricks said she does believe
she will be running the trea-
surer's office in November.

“I think my experience at the
foundation lends to a skill set
that people expect of a trea-
surer,” she said. “I am a good
steward of money and I take
that very seriously. I have man-
aged people and ran depart-
ments and I am a relationship
builder. I am used to working
with people in all aspects of
the community not just devel-
opers.”

Noricks, a Canton resident
since 1980, said she has played
with the idea of seeking a
political office for years but
didn't feel the timing was right
until now.

“There is going to be a whole
change of leadership,” she
said referring to the upcom-
ing retirement of Township
Supervisor Tom Yack. “I feel
the potential opportunity to
be treasurer will allow me to
effect change. The community
is at a crossroads and the deci-
sions we make now will deter-
mine what a mature Canton
will Jook like.”

* In the past, Noricks has
had several positions within
the Plymouth-Canton

D70c0035¢_b

- JOAN NORICKS
W Married to Dennis for 35 years
M Three children, Jeffrey, Julie
and Rebecca

| "W Three grandchildren, Grace,

Megan and Zachary

M Canton Community
Foundation president from 1994-
present

& Schoolcraft Coitege associate
of arts degree, 1996; Attended
University of Michigan-Dearborn,
1996-98; University of Phoenix
bachelor's degree, 2000

Community Schools school
council, been a board member
of the Educational Excellence
Foundation and served as
treasurer for the Leadership
Canton Alumni Association,
Canton Century Club and
Partnership for the Arts.
Noricks, who plans 1o go
door to door meeting voters,
said she is passionate about
pushing for more park and
recreation access to northeast -

" sections of Canton.,

“We can’t ignore argas of
the township,” she said. “That
access has to be equal for the

" residents that have lived here

for 30 years and those that
have only been here two years.
If I'm elected, you will see me
voice thonghts and solutions
in a greater way than what we
have seen. I do have opinions.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734} 459-2700

Welcome Service’
Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since 1960!

Get to know Canton and Plymouth
with our FREE Welcome Packet,

i

. €all Linda Today at 734-718-9095

or visit our website at www.aznewcomers.com
For business sponsership opportunities, please call 734.476.5881,

This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers:

JUSED BOOK & mema SALE

*books on tape, records, videos, CDs and D'Dlls

In appreciation of Brandeis University
National Women's Committee, Detroit Chayter

April 6-13

Lol ok <

Owned and Managed by CBL & Associates, In¢.
In Livonia at Six Mile and Newburgh Roads

N

PRE-SALE: Admission $10 » Sunday, April 6, 8:45-11:45 a.m.
Members of Defroit Piston Dance Team Avfomotion 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 12:00-1:00 p.m

HOURS: Admission free, Sundays: noon-6:00 p.m. » Mondcy Sufurday' 10:00 6.m.-9: 00 p m.
Sunday, April 13 Books & Media half-price
Children’s Programming 2:00-5:00 p.m.

(243) 645-'2840 ext. 365 www. bookstock.tnfo
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Thespians get
‘Seussical’
for musical

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

He may be a beloved children’s author, but
Dr. Seuss is moving up to high school - Wayne
Memorial High School to be exact.

His storybook characters like Horton, Cat in
the Hat and the Grinch will come to life on the
stage of the school’s Stockmeyer Aunditorium
in the Theatrical Guild produetion of Seussical
Thursday-Saturday, April 17-19.

cific. People
also ask if we chose this because of the movie,
but we chose the play early on in the school year.
Tt wasn't until only a few weeks before Horton
Hears a Who! came out that we rea.hzed there
was a movie.”

A cast of 25 students appear in the productmn
which centers around Horton the Elephant’s
efforts to save his friend JoJo and the other
inhabitants of Who. It also features characters
from many other Seuss books, including How
the Grinch Stole Christmas, The One Feather
Tusl of Miss Gertrude McFuzz, One Fish Two
Fish Red Fish Blue Fish and I Had Trouble in
Getting to Solla Sollew. The infamous Cat in
the Hat as an outside cbserver is narrator and
devil’s advocate throughout the show.

REPRESENTATIVE

Erin Downey has worked with Sullivan in cre-
ating two backdrops - one for the Jungle of Nool
and the other for Whoville - that were painted
during the spring recess. Sullivan normally rents
the backdrops, but found nothing that would go
along with what the group is doing.
 Downey also is helping with the costumes

Rebecca Smith (right) plays as the sioth. 7

which, in the case of the animals, will be repre-
sentative.

“They won't be dressed exactly as an animal,”
said Sullivan. “The birds will wear boas for their
feathers and the owl may have big eyes and dress
in colors representative of it.

“Horton won't have a trurk, and he'll weara
mailman’s uniform. A mailman mwust be trust-
worthy and honest and that’s what we're looking
for in Horton.”

For Tirrell Davis, who plays one of the
Wickersham Brothers in the Jungle of Nool,
dressing as a monkey will mean brown clothing.

“It’s one of the roles I came out for,” said the
Wayne High senior who also appears as a cadet
and fish in the production. “The other roles are
good roles. There’s some for singing, some for
dancing, but the monkey can do both ... and I
can give it attitude. Monkeys are playful and
sneaky. I try to work that mischief intothe role.”

You can’t miss Aretha Franklin in Sour
Kangaroo. That’s who Alyssa Lucas based her
character on. It has a R-E-S-P-E-C-T attitude
and is very social. She “technically” plays two

people, Sour Kangaroo and her baby, a hand
puppet that she works with during the show.

“It has feelings, I like making it move and
showing emotions,” said Lucas who is appearing
in her fifth high school play although she’s been
in community theater since age 5. “T can do alot

Briana Dewyer plays Mayzie LaBird whom

| she describes as selfish, “nothing like me.”

“I'm crazy and funny, but not selfish,” said
Dewyer. “Mayzie is sassy, she’s fun, she’s so
crazy. I think of the movie Mean Girls when I
think of her. It’s going to be great playing her.”

This is Dewyer’s eighth - and last - show. A
senior, she said that while it’s sad, her four years

, . “I wanted
INCREDIBLE" SHOW to chose
What: “Seussical.” a musical based | @Play
on the stories and characters tha? had a . . . L .
found in 20 Dr. Se tories variety of Kim cn.au as Jqu gnd l?ouq Maicolm as C_at in the Hat rehearse the song, It's Possible, fro_m the gnus:cal
oung I <4 Ur. 9€Uss Slories. characters,  ‘Seussical,’ which is being presented April 17-19 by the Wayne Memorial High School Theatrical Guild.
Who: Presented by the Wayne alot of .
Memorial Theatrical Guild. plays don't
When: 7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday, have alot of
Aprif 17-19. male roles,”
Wherg: Wayne Memoriai High said direc-
School's Stockmeyer Auditorium, gor Katie |

. ullivan. “1
on Glenwood west of Wayne Road, | [iked this with the role.”
Wayne. play because
What: Tickets are $8 for students ithasalot ‘NOTHING LIKE ME'
and $10 for adults. They're avail- of animal
able at the door or by contacting | characters
Katie Sullivan by e-mail at sullivak@ | that aren’t o v
wwesd.net. necessarily  Alyssa Lucas as Sour Kgnqaroo sings ‘Biggest B_Iame

gender spe-  Fool’ about Horton during a scene from “Seussical.”

- with the guild “has been journey where I meet a

lot of great people.”

She added that playing an animal is “defi-
nitely difficult.”

“You're an animal, but not an animal,” she
said. “I have to walk like a bird, but still be
human. It’s difficult, but it's fun.”

By the time the curtain goes up on open-
ing night, ihie cast will have spent eight weeks
rehearsing. Initially, they've practiced five hours
a day four days a week, but starting this week,

they're doing five days with two weekend techni- -

cal rehearsals.

“We're rehearsing a little bit more than the
average, but because it's so technical we added
extra technical rehearsals and an extra week
of rehearsals,” she said. “The show is oriented
around the technical aspects becanse the set
pieces move in and out.”

“This is going to be a ton of fun.,” she added.

smaspn@hometownfife.com
(734) 9532112
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Task force:
Drugs not a
problem in schools

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Police officials don't deny teenagers are
using alcohol, tobacco and other drugs in the
Plymouth and Canton comrhunities.

Students, however, don't appear to be among
those using them in Plymouth-Canton middle
and high schools. That’s according to a task
force of Plymouth-Canton Schools officials, the
Canton Township Public Satety Department
and Growth Works Community Intervention.

“We're not saying it’s not a preblem, what
we are saying is that it’s not being brought to
school,” said Canton Township Deputy Police
Chief Lanra Golles. “I think the combination of
drug sweeps in the (high school) parking lots,
the two police officers we have assigned there,
as well as the school security and teachers help
keep it away from the schools.

“Experience tells us that young people will
continue to experiment, and if we curtail our
preventative measures or the prosecution of
those caught using, the numbers will increase,”
she said, “This task force a,pproa.ch to preven-
tion appears to be working.”

The five PCCS middle schools showed a
minor increase in the number of teens canght
possessing or using drugs during the 2006-07
school year, Statistics gathered at the three
high schools showed a decrease in those areas,
as well as alcohol use. However, possession of
tobacco incidents were up substantially at the
high school complex.

Brian Spitsbergen, program director for
Growth Works, said the connections devel-
oped among schools, law enforcement and
human service organizations have made school
a less likely place for drug and alcohol abuse.
However, teens are still finding places to use

" illegal substances.

“Kids have learned how to negotiaté times

" and places to use,” said Spitsbergen. “When

kids skip school, that should be a red flag. That
makes their homes a good venue.”

Spitsbergen also notes that prescription drugs
have become the drug of choice over the past
three years.

“We have a generation of kids that understand
medication, and some of the variables, such as
side effects,” Spitshergen said. “Kids will use,
abuse, sell and trade it.

“There are prescripiion medications that can
be found in every home, and there are a lot of
over-the-counter medications,” he said. “And,
since you can’t stuell or see it in the eyes, it cre-
ates a whole new level of sophistication that
adults struggle with.”

thruscato@homeiownlife.com
(734) 459-2700 )
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ON THE AGENDA

Canton Board of Trustees

The board will hold a regu-
lar meeting at 7 p.m., Aprii 8 .
at the Canton Administration
Building, 1150 8. Canton
Center Road. Agenda iters
include:

W Appointments to the

- Historic District Commission

M Consider approval of a
water service contract between
Canton and Detroit

m Consider site plan for
Schoolhouse Montessori
Academy

W Consider site plan for
Canton Corners expansmn

B Consider revisions to the
Cherry Hill Gardens site plan

B Consider authorizing
township elerk to sign the
agreement with AT&T to
relocate overhead lines along
Geddes Road from Beck Road

April 8.

Ttems up for discussion
‘include the VIP Award, an
Elementary American History
Grant update, a resolution sup-
porting Equity Gap Funding and
policies governing school visitors
and volunteers. _

The meeting takes place in the
board meeting room at the E.J.
McClendon Educational Center,
454 S. Harvey, in Plymouth.

. For more information, call
(734 416-27700.

Canton Planning
Commission

The commission will meet
at 7 p.m.,on Monday, April 7,
2008 at 7 p.m. on the first floor
of Canton’s Administration
Building. Items on the agenda
include: -

to the River Mea.dows develop- .

ment

® Consider authorizing pay-
ment Of $25,432 for member-
. ship in the Alliance Of Rouge
Communities (Arc)

Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education
The Plymouth-Canton Schools

Board of Education meets in
regular session 7 p.m. Tuesday,

SITE PLANS

® Huntington Bank At New
Towne Plaza: Consider site
plan approval. Property is
located north of Ford Road,
west of Sheldon Road.

M Canton Corners East

- (Potbelly Sandwich Shop):

Consider proposed developer
instigated revision to site plan.
Property is located at the
southwest corner of Ford and
Lilley Roads.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
| NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
bid for Sending & Refinishing of Maple Gym Floor at Canton
High Sehool. Specifications and bid forms are available by
contacting Dan Phillips in the PCCS Purchasing Department at
(734) 416-2746 or for bid documents and techmical information,
please contact Laura Hagan, PCCS Facilities Construction Director
at (734) 416-2953. Sealed bids are due on or before 2:30 pm.,
"Monday, May 5, 2008 to the E.J McClendon Educational Center
located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, MI 48170. The Board of
Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all bids, as they
judge to be in the best interest of the school distriet. E

Board of Education §
. . Plymouth-Canton Community Schools §
* Publish: April 6 & 13, 2008

| AROUND CANTON |

Meeting on prescrlbed
burns

~ Area residents are invited
to attend an informational
meeting on the upcoming
prescribed burns scheduled
for this spring in Canton. This
public meeting will take place
from 7-8 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 16 at the Canton
Township Administration.
Building, located at 1150
S. Canton Center Road, in
Freedom Room of the Lower
Level

Residents will be able to get
the latest information on the
benefits of prescribed burn-
ing and learn the local area
burn schedule. Residents will
have the opportunity to ask
questions regarding this new
practice that will involve a con-
trolled burning of vegetation
as a means for managing local
wildlife habitats.
Areas proposed for the

-prescribed burns, include

the Flodin Park Nature Trail,
located in Flodin Park between
Morton Taylor and Sheldon
roads on Saltz Road; and the
Sheldon and Warren Nature
Area, located north of Warren
Road.

For more information about
this public meeting and the
prescribed burns, please e-mail
avinitski@ecanton-mi.org or
call (734) 394-5310.

CMU Vegas-style event

A group of Central Michigan
University students and the
Village Theater at Cherry Hill

-will roll out the red carpet

for area residents next week.
“Vegas Exclusive,” presented by
studerits in CMU’s Recreation,
Parks and Leisure Services
Administration 440: Special
Event Administration course
in cooperation with the Village

. Theater, will take place at 6

p.a. April 10.

Tickets for the public event
cost $25 each and cazi be
reserved by calling Ashley
Price at (517) 206-36865 or
Lorie Tuma at (989) 506-3805.
Cash or check payment for

176 Keys

tickets will be collecied at the
door. Reserve tickets locally by
calling Jennifer Tobin at (734)
394-5484 and leaving name,
phone number and number of
tickets requested. Patrons can

 pay at the door when picking
up the tickets.

The event, which also is
sponsored by CMU'’s Alumni
Association, will feature hors
d’ceuvres, a cash bar, duel-
ing piano entertainment
live onstage by 176 Keys, an
appearance by an Elvis imper-
sonator and raffles for a variety
of donated prizes.

. All profits from the event
will benefit the Youth Police
Academy program offered
by the Mount Pleasant Police
Department’s Youth Services
Unit. The program "allows 30
¥kids from the community to
do a four-week police academy
to learn discipline and team-
work and to build relation-
ships of trust with our local
law enforcement,” according
to Price, who is one of the stu-
dents helping to organize the
event.

Help Canton welcome
bowlers

Preparations are under-

_ way for the USBC Women's

National Bowling Tournament,
which will be held April 10
through July 6 at the Super
Bowl Bowling Center, located
at 45100 Ford Road.

Community members are
invited to be part of a special
team. Chamber of Commerce
members are encouraged to
volunteer to become a member
of the Canton Ambassadors
Team, whose main purpose
will be to create & warm wel-
come for tournament par-
ticipants, their families and
friends during their stay in
Canton. .

Each Ambassador will be
asked to sign up for a short
two-hour shift to host the
ShopCanton booth located
inside the Super Bowl, anytime
between 9:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.,
during the month of April.
Interested individuals can also
sign up for more than one shift,
or a certain shift each week.

These Ambassadors will pro-
vide a valuable “person-to-per-
son” souree of information to
help our visitors find their way
around our community and
discover all that Canton has to
offer. The only requirement to
become a Canton Ambassador
is to possess cheerful enthusi-
asm and to have pride in the
Canton community.

Ambassadors who wish to
promiote their business will
be allowed to wear shirts
or pins with their company
logos. Please note, due to lim-
ited space and other logistics,
we will not be distributing
handouts, coupons or other
literature. The goal is to let the
bowling community know they
have come to a very friendly
place and that we are glad to
have them all in Canton,

To sign up, please contact Pat
VanDusen, Volunteer Events
Coordinator at (734) 394-5193
or the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040
to let us know when you would
like to volunteer to be a mem-
ber of the Canton Ambassadors

| Team.

Earth Day volunteers
sought

All area residents are wel-
come to join us in Canton’s
Earth Day Spring Clean Up
on Saturday, April 19. In rec-
ognition of Earth Day, volun-

‘teers will be picking up litter
and trash along the I-275 trail
system from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

All volunteers will meet
at Fellows Creek Golf Club,
located at 2936 S. Lotz Road,
and be shuttled to the work-
site. Volunteers can also drop
in at Fellows Creek to help

.anytime during the program
and will be shuttled to the
project area. Helpers will not
be required to work the entire
time. Shuttles will be avail-
able throughout the morning.

This volunteer opportunity
is recommended for ages 8
and older. Adult supervision
is required for minors. Please
dress according to the weath-
er, since this event will take
place rain or shine. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

If you are interested in vol-
unteering for this free event,
please contact Pat VanDusen
by April 16 at (734) 394-5193
or e-mail at pvandusen@
canton-mi.org to register. For
more information visit www.
canton-mi.org.

STEVEN SNEIDEMAN, Secretary §

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
1150 8. CANTON CENTER RD.
CANTON, MI 48188
The following vehwlea ‘have been deemed abandoned and will be

sold at public auction, April 8, 2008 at 10:00 AM.
The auction will be held at Westland Car Care Towmg, 6375 Hix

Rd., Westland, MI. 48185, The vehicles will be sold as 1s, starting |

Get on the ball.
Read today's

PLYMOUTH DISTRICT LIBRARY
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Plymouth Distriet Library Board will hold its REGULAR
April meeting Tuesday, April 15, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at 223 S, Main

bid is for towing and storage. i y
NOTICE TO BIDDERS MODEL BODY VNG Street, Plymouth, Michigan 48170
) . . YEAR MAKE ! )k The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary reascnable
The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canten Community 1999 Suzuki G, Vitara 4Dr JS3TD62V3X4113300 auxﬂlalyy aids and serv1cesarguch 11:5 gigners for the hearing
Ss:hools invites al mteresteq. and qu.ahﬁed companies to aubmlt_a 1998 - Dodge Ram Van 2B7HB11YOWK102414 impaired and audio tape of printed materials being considered at
bid for Seated Choral Bisere with Accessories and Music 2001 Saturn 1.200 4Dr  1GBJU52F01Y552036 the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
Posture Chairs for Salem High Scheol. Specifications and bid 1984 Ford F-150 P/U 1FTDF15YBELA93767 upon seven (7) days notice to the Plymouth. District Library.
forms are available by contacting Dan FPhillips in the PCCS 1996 Ford Escort 2Dr  3FASP1145TR155626 Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or’ services
Purchasing Department at (734) 416-2746 or for bid documents and - 1986 Ford Tempo 2Dr 1FABP19X4GK129731 should contact the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling
technieal information, please eontact Laura Hagan, PCCS Facilities 1992 Oldsmobile  Achieva 2Dr 1G3NL14DONM450683 the following:
Construction Director at (734) 416-2953. Sealed bids are due on or 1986 Ford F-350 P/U 2FDJF37THAGCAB8090 . . -
before 2:00 p.m., Monday, May 5, 2008 te the E.J McClendon 1988 Linesln Mark 7 4Dr 1LNBMO93EQJVG48543 Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary
Educational Center located on 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, MI 48170, 1999 Ford Crn Vie 4Dr 2FAFPT4AWOXX151286 Plymouth District Library -
The Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all 2001  Chrysler Sebring 2Dr 4C3AG52HE1E079262 223 8, Main Street
bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school distriet. ¢ 1992 Volvo 4Dr YV1JS8707N3074731 Plygl;;xt‘:;}gsl\%lvé‘sglm
| Board of Education E -1986 Ford Pick Up PAJ  1FTCF15N2GNAS6590 017
Plymouth-Canton Community Schoels # N L
Publish: April 6 & 13, 2008 STEVEN SNEIDEMAN, Secretary £ & Publishe April 3 & 8, 2008 vEseseHes - 216 Publish: April 6, 2008 CEoustoH - 213
PLANNING COMMISSION PLANNING COMMISSION PLANNING COMMISSION .
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY,
MICHIGAN.

NOTICE IS BEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Public Act 110
“of 2006, of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the
-Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday, April 21, 2008, in the First Floor
Meeting Room of the Canton Township Administration
- Building, 1150 S, Canton Center Road at 7:00 p.m. on the
following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance:

IAKWOOD CANTON MEDICAL US P D
D LOP DiS T (PDD) (P I Y -
CONSIDER REQUEST TO ESTABLISH A PDD AS PERMITTED
IN SECTION 27.04 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE INCLUSIVE
OF PARCEL NO(S), 125 99 0002 707 (47520 MICHIGAN AVE).
Property is located north of Michigan and west of Beck Road.

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should
be received at the Canton Township Administration Bu11d1ng 1150
Canton Center S, prior to Thursday, Aprxl 17, 2008 in order to be
included in the materials submitted for review.
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Vie Gustafson, CHairman
Publish: April 6, 2008
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY,
MICHIGAN.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Publie Act 12
of 2008, of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the
Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold

a Public Hearing on Monday, April 21, 2008 in the First Floor |

Meeting Room of the Canton Township Administration
Building, 1150 8. Canton Center Road at 7:00 p.m. on the
following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance:

CANTON FRIENDSHIP CHURCH REZONING - CONSIDER
REQUEST TO REZONE PARCEL NO. 062 99-0027 000 (47280
SALTZ) FROM RR, RURAL RESIDENTIAL TO R-3, SINGLE-
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL. Property is loeated north of Saltz Road
and east of Beck Road.

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should
be received at the Canton Township Administration Bmldmg, 1150
Canton Center S. prior to Thursday, April 17, 2008 in erder to be
included in the materials submitted for review.

Canton Friendship United Metfiodist Church 062-RZ-082
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Vie Gustafson, Chairman
Publish: April 6, 2008
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF
THE CHARTER
TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Public Act 12
of 2008; of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the
Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the
Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Canton will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday, April 21, 2008, in the First Floor
Meeting Room of the Canton Ibwnshr.p Administration
Building, 1150 8. Canton Center Roed at 7:00 p.m. on the
following propesed amendment to the Zoning Ordmance

HERRY H VILLAGE MINOR.
PLANNED D OPMENT DISTRICT (PDD) - CONSIDER
REQUEST TO ESTABLISH A MINOR FDD AS PERMITTED IN
SECTION 27.04 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE INCLUSIVE OF
PARCEL NO(S). 073 99 0007 702 (50337 CHERRY HILL) AND 073
99 0008 702. Property is located south of Cherry Hill and west of
Denton Ruad :
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Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should
be received at the Canton Township Administration Bmldmg, 1150
Canton Center 8. prior to Thursday, Aprll 17, 2008 in order to be
included in the materials submitted for review.

VIC GUSTAFSON Chalrman
Publish: April 6, 2008 -
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Rep. McCotter takes Fed chairman
Bernanke to task on Bear Stearns deal

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
DBSERYVER STAFF WRITER

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
MeCotter, R-Livonia, and
other Republican House lead-
ers met Tuesday with Ben
Bernanke, chairman of the
Federal Reserve.

McCotter wasn't happy with
Bernanke’s answers to his
questions about recent actions
by the Fed.

“He’s in a difficult position,”
MeCotter said in a phone
interview Wednesday. “I don't
think the bailout of Bear
Stearns was a good idea.”

He said Bernanke wasina
“game of poker and he put in
way too much.” A

Last month, the Federa
Reserve and the Treasury
Department arranged a deal
to lend JP Morgan Chase
$30 billion to purchase the

- investment bank at a greatly
reduced price per share. The
Fed accepted $30 billion in
mortgage-related assets as col-
lateral. ' :

The investment bank was on
the verge of collapse because
of mortgage bond investments.
According to press reports,
Bear Stearns chairman James
Cayne sold off his shares in the
company in March, lost nearly
%1 billion but still was left with
$61 million. :

“Pecople need to know that
prices go up and down and
someone shouldnt walk away
with $61 million,” McCotter
said.

McCotter said he asked
Bernanke how he could go
back to the people of Michigan
and explain to them how this
deal will help them.

“It just makes others who do
what they did say it’s all right
because the government will
bail them out,” McCotter said.

On Wednesday, Bernanke
began two days of hearings
betore a joint Congressional

" economics cominijttee. He
continued to support the Bear

Stearns deal and said it was
not a bailout, but necessary to
prevent an economic collapse.

MORTGAGES TOP CONCERN

The mortgage crisis was
the major concern this week
in Washington. Senate lead-
ers announced Wednesday
a bipartisan package to help
lenders and borrowers in the
wake of record foreclosures.

McCotter said that he hadn’t
seen details, but he expected
the plan to include creation
of state run credit banks that
would provide funding to let
people with adjustable-rate
morigages to convert to maore
stable fixed-rate mortgages.

On Wednesday, Gov.
Jennifer Granholm signed
into law a bill that enables
the Michigan State Housing
Development Authority to
refinance adjustable-rate
mortgages into 30-year fixed-
rateloans.

“People were taken advan-
tage of and put in this situa-
tion by a predatory lending
class,” McCotter said. “We're
not bailing out someone who
thonght they could afford
more than they could.”

MceCotter said he supports
regulatory reforms that would
prevent this situation in the
future.

“Some people who argue you
can't regulate banking have
no problern with the govern-
ment bailing them out when
they fail,” he said. “In a clas-
sic system, you don't regulate
something unless it needs to
be regulated. How do you look
people in the eyes? If you want
a free markeét, accept the con-
sequences.”

On another issue, McCotter
introduced a bill Tuesday that
would restrict all government
officials and employees from
atiending the opening cer-
emonies of the 2008 Summer
Olympics in Befjing, China.
The bill is aimed at prevent-
ing President George W. Bush

SEMCOG forecasts
slow growth for

southeast

Southeast Michigan’s fore-
cast is one of slow growth from
2005-2035, according to the
2035 Forecast for Southeast
Michigan: Population,
Households, and Jobs for
Counties, Cities, Villages, and '
Townships, 2005-2035, just
published by SEMCOG, the
Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments. '

The region is currently
experiencing an extended
peried of decline in jobs and
populaticn, led by significant
decrease of manufacturing
jobs and increasing out-migra-
tion of working-age popula-
tion. However, in the long-
term to year 2035, Southeast
Michigan’s overall forecast is
one of slow growth:

W 3.5 percent population
growth by 2035 (to 5.1 million
people);

B § percent household
growth; and

L7 percent increase in jobs

Households will increase
faster than population because
the average number of persons
per household will decline,
and all the increase in house-
holds is in households without
children. Nearly four in 10
hounseholds will have at least
one person over age 65 in
2035, this due to the aging
of the baby boom generation
(who will all be age 70 or older
in 2035) as well as longer life
spans.

Job growth will be less

"KNOW THE SCORE

check oot the numbers in

SPSst

Michigan

robust than in the 1990s.
Future job growth depends on
more older people staying in
the labor force, with many in
part-time jobs.

“There are both challenges
and opportunities of a slow-
growth environment and an
increasingly older population,”
noted SEMCOG Executive
Director Paul Tait. “This fore-
cast will help local govern-
ments understand and shape
the brightest future possible.”

This 2035 Forecast will
provide a base for SEMCOG’s
long-range planning.

The report, 2035 Forecast
for Southeast Michigan:

.Population, Households, and

Jobs for Counties, Cities,
Villages, and Townships,
2005-2035 is available in
PDF on SEMCOG’s Web site
- www.semcog.org (under
Reports on the home page).
To request a printed copy,
please contact SEMCOG's
Information Center at (313)
324-3362 or infocenter@
semceg.org. Additional data,
in five-year increments, can
be found at www.semcog.org
(under Programs and Projects,
Planning, Regional Forecast)

SEMCOG is a regional plan-
ning partnership of local gov-
ernmental vnits serving 4.9
million people in the seven-
county region of Southeast
Michigan striving to enhance
the region’s quality of life.

“I’m t ry_

ing to change
his mind; he
will regret it,”
McCotter said.
“Nothing is
going to change
if the president is sitting next
to them.”

MeCotter is a long-time
critic of China for its monetary
and trade policies and for its
violations of civil liberties.
China has been widely criti-
cized recently for its military
craclkdown in Tibet and for its
support for the Sudanese gov-
ernment in the Darfur crisis.

“The presence of athletes

McCotfer

- doesi’t make a politica! state-

ment. They all go,” he said.

“This is a deviation from the
past. No president has attend-
ed opening ceremonies in a
foreign country before.”

McCotier blamed the influ-
ence of corporate money,

“They are making a lot of
mouey, but it’s a short-term
gain,” he said. )

McCotter had commended
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
D-Calif., for her criticism of
Bush’s plans to attend the
opening ceremony and sought
her support for his biil.

WILL HE RUN?

McCotter is expected to
announce his candidacy for a
fourth term, but Taesday he
said he was still undecided.

“I have to talk with my wife,”
he said.
hgailzgher@hometowrlife.com
(734) 953-2149

J For the store nearest you, visit bonton.com.

| Goodwill Saie prices efective now through Monday, April 7, 2608, Boadwill coupeons cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon

i or special offer. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Dupficates will not be honared. One coupon per itern. Goupan excludes Termpur-Pedic,

k. Brighton, Yellow Dot Clearance, Incredible Value merchandise, Borws Buys, Door Busters, Fine Jewelry special event merchandise, Breast Cancer
Awareness merchandise, special orders, gift cards and service departments. Carnol be applied ie previgusly purchased merchandiss or mail/phone erders.

| [15%93c]

fine jewelry, footwear,
fragrance or cosmetics item,

or 15% off

a single regular or.

DICe.Leridaco item.

Monday shop
Laurel Park Place, Partridge Creek,
Village of Rochester Hills, 10-10.

.
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- Showroom
of Elegance
‘ Is Buying

WE'RE BUYING

Estate Jewelry
. O Diamonds — Aff Cuts One Carat Or Larger
O Gold Charm Bracelets
O Platinum & Diamond Jewelry
O Large Victorian Cameos
+ O Pendants, Broochs, Earrings
O Enamel Pins

O Signed Jewelry - Tiffany, Cartier, Georg Jensen

O Broken Jewelry, Class Rings, Old
Mountings, Dental Gold, Fraternity
& Sorority Jewelry

‘O Victorian, Edwardian, Art Deco, &
Retro Modern Jewelry
*We usually do not buy costume jewelry

WE'RE BUYING

Sterling Sllver
O Tea Sets

O Holloware

O Flatware Sets

O Coin Silver

O Antigue English Silver

O Broken Sterting items

- O Tiffany, Georg Jensen, Kalo, Spratling items
O Full-Size Souvenir Spoons

O Bowls, Baskets, Water Pitchers
*We do not buy silver plate

WE'RE BUYING

Coins & Currency
O All Silver Dollars pre-1936

O All Silver Coins pre-1965

O All Gold Coins American & Foreign
O Professionally Graded Coins

O All Large-Size Currency

O Confederate Currency

O $500 & $1,000 Bills

O All Currency Issued in the Mlchlgan Area

WE'RE BUYING

| Wdtches Pocket & Wrist

Pocket Wrist

O Al Railroad-Approved Watches -~ - = - O All'Paték Philippe, Cartier,
especially, Ball, Hamilton, Howard, lllinois Audemars, LeCoultre, Vacheron

O All Gold-Cased Pocketwatches O All Rolex - especially Submariner, GMT, Daytona

O Chiming watches O All Chronographs - Breitling, Heuer, Omega

O Military watches * O Ladies Watches With Platinum & Diamonds, Covered Faces

O Fancy-Cased Watches Q Gents Vintage Gold Case - Hamilton, Omega, Longines, Etc.
{enamel, multi-color gold, diamonds) O Gents Diamond Dials

* qatches need not be runmhg

'WE'RE-BUYING -

~ Autogra phs

' WE'RE BUYING

O Famous Americans M[SC ItemS
O Land Grants Pre-1831 O Carriage Clocks, Atmos Clocks, LeCoultre Clocks,
O Presidents Chelsea Ships Clocks
O Historical Figures O Mettlach Beer Steins
O Signed Photos O Civil War - Old West -'Gold Mining - Photos, Memorabilia
* we typically do not buy O Militaria - War Souvenirs, Medals, etc.
modern-day sports figures !

Q Tiffany Art Glass

*DON'T SEE IT LISTED HERE? BRING IT IN, OR GIVE US A CALL*

It's so simple! In with your items, out with a check.

TUES. - WED. APRIL8-9
BUYING HOURS: 10AM - 6PM

SHOW RDDM OF

FINE JEWELRY

6018 Canton Center Rd.  734-207-1906

Just north of Ford Rd. on the east side

www.showroomofelegance.com
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Dear Rick: 1 have just
retired. My plan is to sell my
house in Michigan and move
south. My problem is selling
my house. Does it make
sense to sell the house for
less than I think #t's worth or
wait for another year until
housing prices are higher?

I don’t believe home prices
will be significantly higher a
year from now. I believe prices
in the metropolitan area will
remain flat, at best. It is more
likely than riot, a year from
now, that real estate prices
will be lower than they are
today.

In reviewing your situation,
if your decision is whether you
sell today or a year from now,
1 would sell today. Yes, your
house is worth less today than
it was five years ago. I do not
believe, however, that it will be
worth more a year from now.
Since you will purchase a new
house down south, you will
get a significant discount on
that home. I'm not sure a year

.Rlck Bloom

from now you
8 would get that
same discount.
Other parts
of the country
| will recover
faster than
Michigan.
People make
1& same
mistake with
~ their house
that they do
with their investment portfo-
Tio. They look at the account’s
highest balance and use that
as the new base. People do
the exact same thing when it
comes to their home. They use
the highest value of the home
as its base. This is a mistake.
Just like your stock portfolio,
your home value is fluid and
to select one arbitrary point
in time and use that for value
doesn’t make sense. If you
have a fluid investment such
as stocks and bonds or real
estate, when you consider the
value, you need to lock at a

Hone Matters

Precautions can save

t was a cold November
night in Boston in 1942. As
# usual on a weekend night,

" the Coconut Grove Night Club
was packed beyond capacity

with patrens enjoying shows, a
" relaxed atmosphere, and some
good food and some great
times with friends.

A fire staried in the decora-
tions and quickly spread. The
customers in the basement.
and the main floor dining area
crowded to the main entrance/
exit. It was a revolving door.
Imagine what happened when
hundreds of people all pushed
to get.out on both sides of the
revolving door. I didn’t move,
trapping many of the people
within arms reach of clean

a&ake Mtzsir Part of Your Life
by Enrolling Today!

air and safety.

Within min-

utes, 492 of the

approximately

1,000 patrons

had died in

the deadliest

1 nightclub fire
in American

. history.

This tragedy
led the way for safety improve-
ments in businesses through-
out America, We tightened
huilding and fire codesin an
attempt to better control over-
crowding, lack of exits, and the
marking of exits in buildings.
‘What can you do to be better
prepared in the event of a fire
while enjoying dinner, a movie

Tom Klurskl -

Cemp!ete 19 Week C‘ame

$2 %ﬁsmm

Enroll by April 9th & Receive o Loaner Instrument FREE!

Opens/Closes Your
- Garage Door When
the Power Is Out
» EverCharge® Standby
Power keeps your garage
door opener charged
and ready to go

* Strong, guiet belt
drive system

* 200 watts of light

“On One of Our Very Best
LiftiMiaster. Garage Door Openers!

Regular Price
Sale Price
Less $30 Mail-in Installation Rebate

YOUR PRICE....>239"

ALSO AVAILABLE: MODEL 3800 WALL-MOUNTED GARAGE DOOR OPENER
- SAME SPECIAL PRICING APPLIES.

b

SUBURBAN

e —.—
28003 Five Mile Road ¢ Livonia
734-422-0930

(QEB54495

range over a few-year period.
This will give you a better pic-
ture of the value of your port-
folio or your home.

Dear Rick: I am a new
investor and I just invested
$50,000 through a financial
adviser, When Imultiply
the number of shares by the
share price, it did not equal
the $50,000. When I called
my adviser, they said that
is anormal charge when it
comes to mutual funds, I was
stunned ai the amount that I
paid in fees. Is this right?
- You purchased commis-
sioned mutual funds. In
commissioned mutual funds,
also known as loaded mutual
funds, you pay a fee every time
you pirchase new shares. In
your situation, you probably
paid a 5.74 percent commis-
sion, What this means is that
more than 5 percent went
right off the top to pay the
commissions.

I am not a fan of commis-

sioned mutunal funds fora
number of different reasons. -
First and foremost is the fact
most commissioned mutual
funds underperform. If you
are a commissioned mutual
fund, you have two things to
sell — your performance and
your comrnission structure.
On the other hand, if you are

_acommission-free mutual

fund, also known as a no-load
mutual fund, you only have
one thing to sell and that is
your performance.

I believe no-load funds con-
centrate mere on what ends
up in an investor’s pocket than
commission-based funds. In
fact, all independent surveys
say no-commission funds out-
perform commissicned funds.

Another reason why I am
not a fan of commissioned
mutual funds is in many cases
the commission is hidden. In
your sitzation your financial
adviser, or in reality your
financial sales person, did not
diselose the fees. For them to

lives in public places

or shopping? Plenty! \

Notice and tell your family
about the different exits Jocat-
ed within buildings. Inlarger
buildings, 2 lighted “Exit”
sign should be clearly visible.
These doors swing oatward,
and are equipped with panic
hardware, so all you have to
do is push on the bar on the
inside of the door to open it.
Ifyou are ever in a building
and feel crowded to the point
where you feel your safety is in
jeopardy, leave! It is not worth
the consequences. Tell the
management or call our fire
prevention division to report
any suspected overcrowding
situations.

In a fire, never use the ele-

KNOW THE SCORE

Mcheck out the numbers in

. tmfa‘&f's§l"i“m!Ssectiaﬁ :

)
(N LENNGX

fongatlon never folt 20 guod.™

* Quietest Units

* Affordable Pricing

* Quality Installation

* Extended Warranties
¢ EZ Financing

(734) 525-1930

'Our 34th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

6919 MIDDLEBELT « LIVONb

OEQSEBES515
—

Building Materials, Inc.

YL SIDIN

#1 Horizontal Double 4 White.. ¥51.95 ssn
#1 Sottit 10” wide White.’49.95 .,
[GAF] Roofing Shingles...* 34480 persq gicupany

25-Year Fiberglass 1 Roof Top Availaiile
1st Qualily Heavy Gauge Gutter 618 colors)., 95° neaestt
247x50° Auminum Coil Stock e svection. DSID por o

vators in a building. They go to
the main floor (usually a lobby
area) and stay put. Upper
fioors have stairwells, so locate
them before venturing out to

explore the rest of the building -

or head out. If you are going
to split from your group, deter-
mine an outside meeting place
in case of an emergency,

The few moments it takes to
come up with a plan may save
much pain and suffering later
when searching for a loved
one. Keep safety a part of the
picture while dining, watching
shows or while on vacation.
What better legacy is there to
pass along?

Tom Kiurski is a Livonia firefighter,

the Temperature
Is Risinge

Give Your
Futs The
Very Best
Summer

$2§ For Your First Fur Coat
$83 For Each
Additional Garment

PRESENT THIS AD TO SAVE

ADDITIONAL %5
ON EVERY CLEAN & STORE
UNTIL 5/24/08

r Ohras 78958

Detroit (313)873-8300 3
Bioomfleld Hills (248)642-3000 §
www._dittrichfurs.com g

30175 Fard Road » Garden Gity

Upen

L e

take nearly $3,000 without
discussing it is wrong.

I have encouraged investors
10 be proactive when it comes
1o fees. Before purchasing a
mutual fund, know what it
costs to buy, sell and hold the
fund.

Every mutual fund, com-

_missioned and non-commis-

sioned, has management fees.
No-load furds have lower
management fees than com-
missioned-base funds. In
addition, commissioned-based
funds also have a variety of
other fees that do nothing but
erode the return to an inves-
tor.

Fees do matter. To be a sue-

Retiree shouldn't wait to sell house on hope prices will rise

cessful investor, one who ends
up with more money in their
pocket, focus on fees. Whether
or not you deal with a ptofes-
sional adviser, never hesitate
to ask about costs and fees.
'When people use a profes-

" sional adviser, use one who is

a fee-only adviser or who fully
discloses fees so there are no
hidden surprises.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser, Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowntife.com. For mere
information, visit Rick’s Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noen 1o 3 p.m.
Sundlays on WDTK-AM {1400).

'USDA Lean Boneless

SIRLOIN

Fresh roundBeef

GROUND
SIRLOIN

Family Paclk

Lean Boneless

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com

A W W

T W AP

R A

NN


http://www.hometownIife.com
http://www.dntrichfun.com
http://persq.fi
mailto:ters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
http://Mikes-marketplace.com

©

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, April 6, 2008

ettt

Between N Morton Taylor Rd.
and N Shelton Rd.

Join us for the
ribbon cutting ceremony,
and discover our great brands
and services!
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While Treasurer Elaine

> - Kirchgatter said she would

“hate to go backward” in
approving the pay decreases,
Caccamo disagreed with the
philosophy that lowering
salaries is the same as mov-
ing backward.

“These are the numbers we

felt we could live with,” he
said. “I don’t feel it is a step
backward.”

The committee based its
recommendations on public
perception, potential orga-
nizational impact, potential
effect on attracting quality
candidates for elected posi-
tions and organizational
continuity within executive
and management positions
that have traditionally paid
more than subordinate posi-
tions.

Yack, who is retiring this
year, said the recommenda-
tions don’t support giving
the most compensation
for the most responsibility
and would produce levels
of inconsistency within the

‘township. The supervisor’s

salary would decrease more
than 13 percent while com-
pensation for the clerk and
treasurer would see a drop

§ Supemsor SIRIOT3.
- Tregsurer & Clerk -$103, ?ﬁ
Trusteﬁ‘s_ f-53?

Remmmendeé
“Supervisor -108,669 .
“Treasurer & Clerk- $98; 790
- Truistee - $12,000

of less than 5 percent.
If the committee’s rec-

 ommendation for the

supervisor’s salary was
adopted, the base pay of six
merit positions, including
the fire chief and commu-
nity engineer, would exceed
$108,669. At the current
supervisor compensation,
no merit positions exceed
Yack’s base salary.

“It is illogical that six indi-
viduals’ base salary should
exceed that of the supervi-
sor,” Yack wrote in response
to the committee. “The
supervisor is the CEO of the
organization, moderator of*
board meetings, the com-
munity’s chief spokesperson
and (the) representative at a

Village Shopkeeper
QUITTING
BUSINE:
SALEY

OPEN EVERY DAY
UNTIL SOLD OU

Amish Furniture,

variety of community events.
The responsibility and time
commitment of the supervi-
sor’s position overshadows
that of any other profession-
al or elected position.”

While Trustee Melissa
McLaughlin agreed with the
committee’s recommenda-
tion to do away with a $400
monthly car allowance for
the treasurer and clerk posi-
tions in favor of mileage
reimbursement, she agreed
with Yack’s argument on the
proposed supervisor salary.

“The amount of respon-
sibility of the supervisor is
far greater,” she said, adding
that the figures were “prob-
ably miscued.”

“The supervisor may be
apart of the team but they
are the leader of the pack,”
she said.

LaJoy said he welcomed
the opinions of the other
township officials.

“Any recommendation is
just that,” he said. “We knew
there would be questions
and some back and forth and
we were looking forward to
it.”

The matter is expected to
be discussed again at the
next study session on April
15. ’

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

Home Decor & Unique Gifts

Handmade Oak & Cherry Furniture, Quality Toys & Children's Furniture,

Distinguished Office Furniture, Heritage Lace and Handmade Woven Textiles,
Ceramics, China, A.l. Root Candles, Williraye Figurines,

Tin Woodsman Pewter, Silver Forest Jewelry and Much Morel

illage
Shopkeeper

470 Forest Avenue ® Downtown Plym

I block west of Main Street, south of Ann Arbor Trail

Open Mon.- Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-4  Cash or Credit/Debt Cards
No Adjustments to Prior Sales # Use Gift Certificates/Store Credit by April 19,2008

ALL SALES FINALI
See www.villageshopkeeper.com for sale updates

sale consultants:

www.guittingbusinass.com

outh

DENB594254
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