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Westiand teen pleads guilty in beheaqu

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Alexander Letkemann, the 18-year-old from Westland
accused of helping kill a River Rouge man at a Canton
howe back in November, has accepted a pleato acharge
of second-degree murder in the case. |

Letkemalm,whowasscheduledtogowma] on
first-degree murder and mutilation of a corpse charges
Monday, pleaded guilty to the lesser charge in Wayne
County Circait Court Tuesday.

The agreement inchides sentences of 20-30 years on
the second-degree murder charge and 10 years on the

putilation charge. The sentences would run concurrently.

A felony murder charge, dismissed at a preliminary
hearing in 35th District Court but reinstated by Wayne
County Cirenit Court Judge Annette Berry, will be dis-
missed when the plea becomes official at Letkemann’s
April 23 sentencing, court officials said,

Both Maria Miller, a spokeswomman for the Wayne
County Prosecutor’s Office, and Letkemann’s attorney,
Raymond Cassar, declined to comment, citing 2 gag
order imposed by Berry in the case.

Letkemann and Jean Pierre Orlewicz were arrested

two days after the Now. 7 nuirder of Daniel Sorensen
and charged with killing him in the garage of Orlewiczs
grandfather’s Canton Township home. Police say the
pair then beheaded Sorensen and dumped his body in

a Northville Township field, burning it to try to mask
identification. The head was then thrown into the Rouge
River, from where it was recovered a few days later.

Orlewicz is scheduled 1o go on trial on first-degree
murdet, felorty muirder and mutilation of a corpse charges
Monday. But Berry this week dealt a blow to the self-
defense strategy Ordewicz attorney James Thomas said
he would use when she refused to admit evidence about
Sorensen’s past behavior.

In court docurnents, Thoras has portra,yed Sorensen
as a violent person, trying to admnit into evidence personal
protection orders taken out against Sorensen by individu-
als not involved in the murder case.

Orlewiczs attorneys were seeking to have those PPOs
introduced into evidence, along with details of Sorensen’s
2001 conviction for second- degree criminal sexual con-
duct and details of the victim’s Myspace page, which
mchdedvmousplctures of weapons, illegal narcotics,
images from the Al Pacino movie Scarfice, and “profane
descriptions” of Sorensen’s occupation.

Ina written ruling issued Monday, Berry said the
defendants “had no prior knowledge” of the PPOs ...
none of the PPOs related to alleged conduct between the
deceased and the defendants. Therefore the said PPOs
are too remote to be relevant.”

Fhere is no indication whether part of Letlemann’s
plea agreement inchrdes testifying against Orlewicz.
However, Ordewicz’s self-defense strategy could be an
interesting tactic, considering written and taped state-
roents Letkemann gave Cauton police in the days follow-
ing the munder. . '

In a taped statement, Letkemann said Odewicz lured
Sorensen into his grandfather’s Canton Township garage
and killed him there.

In the staternent, Letkernann said he led the proees- -
sion inio the garage, followed by Sorensen, with Orlewicz
in the rear. Orlewicz, Letkernann said in the statement,
stabbed Sorensen from behind. o

The statement can’t be used against Orlewicz,
but could provide some insight into what
Letkemann might say if called to the stand.

Alexander Letkemann (left) of Westiand.
shown here at his prefiminary hearing with
attorney Raymond Cassar, accepted a plea

bkadrich@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700 to second-degree murder Monday.

Jekyll' a
departure
from lighter
fare for
Players

BY BRAD KADRICH
GBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Salem High School sopho-
more Clare Cavicchio just
smiled when she was asked
how her mother reacted to
the role Clare will play in
this weekend’s Park Players
Production of Jekyll & Hyde.

“My mom was not excited,”
Clare said with a chuckle.

That’s because Cavicchio

" will play the prostitute Lucy
when the Players take to the
stage of the Gloria Logan
Auditorium at Salem High
School tonight (Thursday)

Going ‘dark’ at the Park

| PHOTDS BY BiLL BRESL{FH STAFF PROTOGRAPHER
Clare Cavicchio plays Lucy, a Iadv of the night threatened by Jekyll, played by Brandon Verdi.

for the opening night perfor-
mance.

Cavicchio’s mom is “cool
with it now,” which is good
for the young actress, taking
to the stage with a challeng-
ing role in her first produc- e
tion of any kind. '

““It’s fun to let go and play
someone so corpletely dif-
ferent from who I am,” said
Cavicchio. “I get to be com-
pletely crazy.”

An evocative tale of the
epic battle between good and Lucy
evil, Jefyll & Hyde is based
on Robert Louis Stevenson’s
classic story about a brilliant
doctor whose experiments
with human personality cre-
ate a murderous counterpart.

O STAGE

Schoot.

before curtain

M What: Park Players produc-
tion of Jekyll €3 Hyde
= When: 8 p.m. April 3-5, April

m Where: Gloria Logan
Auditorium, Salem quh

B Who: Brandon Verdias
Jekyll and Hyde, Mia Topalian
as Fmma, Clare Cavicchio as

= How much: Tickets $12 or
two for $20, on safe one heur

~ about Jekyll, his bedt friend.

Convinced the cure for his
father’s mental illness lies

Emma, played by Mia Topalian, is betrothed to Jekyl, played by Branden
Verdi. Her father, Sir Danvers, played by Colin Lazorka, is worried about
his daughter. John Utterson, played by Kendali Persons, is concerned

Caccamo re-enlists,
re-election plan likely

BY KURT KUBAN March 19, the Iraq war veter-
QBSERVER STAFF WRITER an was officially discharged
. ’ from the U.S. Marines

Asthe end of March began  Reserves. At the same fime,

to set in, Canton Township the May 13 deadline to get

“Trustee Todd Caccampwas ~  hisname on the ballot to
facing a couple difficult deci- - seek re-clection was weigh-
sions about his future. On .

. - Please.see CACCAMG, A4

i
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Opening Day a little sweeter

Despite tosing its first game, Don Buciak made Opening Day a
hit sweeter for the Detroit Tigers. Buciak of Haliday Market in
Canton created a cake in honor of the baseball team and delivered

in the separation of Man’s
evil nature from his good,
Dr. Henry Jekyll unwittingly
unleashes his own dark side,
wreaking havoc in the streets

of late 19th century London
as the savage, maniacal
Edward Hyde.

" Itis, according to direc-
tor Kristen Quesada, quite
a departure from the lighter

fare usually served up by the
Park Players.

“We haven't done a ‘dark’
show since T've been here,
and the music is beautiful,”

-Quesada said. “We nsually

do happy shows with a lot of
jazz squares (dances). There
aren't any jazz squares in this
one.” <

Please see JEKYLL, A6

it to Comerica Park Monday ia time for the 2008 season's first
pitch. *I've made cakes for {Tigers pitcher) Nate Robertson and
his wife so § called the park and asked if | could do something for
opening day,’ Buciak said. The cake was primarily biue and orange
and featured the face of a tiger. The tiger's ears were made of
cardboard and its whiskers were black licorice.
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‘Want to listen to audiobgoks  of the building will be off-lim-
‘on your iPod? Now you can. its to patrons and staff and
‘We have nearly 300 MP3-CD  certain times. The work day
titles that can be uploadedto is weather dependent and sub-
your iPod including popular ject to change. Consult www.
authors like Janet Evanovich,  cantonpl.org for updates.

* M.C. Beaton, Douglas Preston
and more.

On April 8, the library
will replace HVAC units on
the roof of the building. The

‘library will remain open the
entire day although sections

NOW @ YOUR LIBRARY -

W Organize Your Life: April
3, at 7 p.m. With Monica
Rem, founder of Organizing
Solutions. Register by calling

GREAT

@ THE CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

(734) 397-0999.

M Internet I; April 4, at
10 a.m. Learn the basics of
Internet Explorer and navigat-
ing the Internet. Registration
required.

B eBay Basics: April 5, at
9:30 a.m. Join the millions of
people shopping on eBay and

- learn to be a savvy online con-
"sumer. Registration required.

8 Talk About Books: April
7, at 5 p.m. Talk about The

' Skoeshine Girls with other

first and second graders. -
Registration required.

M Basic Computer
Maintenance: April 8, at 9:30
a.m. Xeep your computer
healthy with regular mainte-
nance. Registration required.

W Teén Toilet Roll Bracelet:
April 8, at 4 p.m. Make a
unique bracelet from a toi-
let paper roll. Registration
required.

874 Ann Arbor Road, West
Plymouth, Ml 48170

3500 Pontiac Trail

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105

- MESSAGE FROM THE OWNER -

Aﬂ:ér 45 years, Corhwell Pool & Patio is in the process of

NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY

. ETeen Animanga Club:
April 9, at 6:45 p.m. Get
together with other teens and Adult Nonfiction
discuss all things manga and B Change Up: An Oral
anime.’ History of 8 Key Events That
& Power Point IT: April 10, Shaped Modern Baseball by
at 9:30 a.m. Add motion and Larry Burke
sound to your Power Point B Martha Stewart’s Cookies:
presentations. Registration The Very Best Treats to Bake
required. and to Share
8 Lunch and a Book . M Green-up Your Cleanup
Discussion: April 10, at noon. by Jill Potvin Schoff"
Bring your lunch and dis-’
cuss Suile Francaise by Irene Adult Fiction

Nemirovsky with other book
levers. Drop in.

M Xnit Nights: April 10, at
/7 pm. Bring your handicraft
and hang out with others.
Beginners and teens are wel-
come. Drop in.

& MS Word I: April 12, at
9:30 a.m. Create, save and
modify word documents in
this popular word process-
ing program, Registration
required. .

B The Winding Ways Quilt:
An Elm Creek Quilts Novel by
Jennifer Chiaverini

W The Headhunters by Peter
Lovesey

M Life.and Death Are

Wearing Me Out by Yan Mo

The Canton Public Library
is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road. For more infor-
mation about library programs
and services, call (734) 397-
0999 or visit www.cantonpl.
org. '

Chamber hosts benefit

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce of will host its
anmal dinner auction fund-
raiser on Friday, April 11, from
7 p-m. to midnight at Burton

" Manor in Livonia.

This year’s theme is

“Margaritaville.” Guests are

invited to dress in costume.
The evening gives those in
attendance networking pos-

- family relationships and friends, with a
focus that touches the rany facets of being
a family in the 21st century. invite family
and friends. - No  Admission charge.
Childcare provided through age 4.

‘Sunday, April 6, 7pm
WARD Evrplind Bk

| 40000 Six Mile Road
(Fust West of Hapgaerty) g

sibilities and socializing with
more than 400 key business
people and community leaders.
Tickets are $75 and include
dinner, open bar, entertain-
ment, raffles, live and silent
anction.

‘Sponsorship opportunities
are available. Sponsorships
range from $2,500 to $300
and dre available for busi-
nesses looking to expand their
exposure before, after and
during the event. Sponsorships
will include tickets to the event
and recognition mechanisms.

If you are interested in
sponsoting this event, visit the
Chamber’s Web site at www.
cantonchamber.com, complete
sponsorship form, and fax to
(734) 453-4503. For informa-
tion or to buy tickets, contact
Lisa Lewis, events coordinator,
at (734) 453-4040.

Family Snaps
| A musical drama for the entire CORRECTIUN ’
- family with a light touch! '
The Jeremizh Group.... . A story about Wayne-
Family Snaps is 2 dramatic comedy about | ya7astland Schools

" Kindergarten Roundup in
Sunday’s Observer indicated
children starting school in the
fall would be part of the class
of 2012, It should have said the
class of 2022. Kindergarten
Roundup is scheduled from 9-
10 a.m. Tuesday, April 8, at the

making major changes to our two stores.. We are selling
our entire present stock of available floor samples and
warehouse stock to reduce and balance our inventories.
We must make room for new spring orders which are
arriving daily and will be included in this Sale. OUR TW0
STORES ARE NOW GLOSED to mark down prices. Over FOUR
MILLION BOLLARS of the Midwest’s largest selection of
pool supplies and . patio furniture, will be sold at
spectacular savings. THESE FLOOR SAMPLES MUST BE SOLD.
During this sale period, you will also be offered special
savings on custom orders. Everything will be plainly
marked with sale tags for your convenience! We will
open to the general public on Friday, April 4th.

SALE DAYS!

FRIDAY 10-8
SATURDAY 10-6

% SUNDAY 12-4 |

(" TERMS OF SALE )

* ALL SALES FINAL
. * AL\ ITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE
» NO REFUNDS
* NO EXCHANGES
« CREDIT CARDS WELCOME
* DELIVERY & FINANCING AVAILABLE
« ENTIRE STOCK ON SALE
\_ * NOTHING HELD BACK

J

Use Cash, Check or Credit Cards

-Ann Arbor-
Casual Living

Party Bar

With 3 Stools
Was 31125

NOW $449°

-Ann Arbor-
- Lloyd/Hlanders . -
Loveseat Glider
" With Teak Trim
Was $792 - ,
NOW $1 _4938

-Plymouth-
. KNF
Wine Rack
iWas $900

NOW $399°%

-Plymouth-
Winston 42”
Balcony Table

With 2 Chairs
Was $1602

NOW $799%

" -Ann Arhor-
Agio 48” Round
Glass Top Table

With 4 Chairs
Was $1100

NOW $499°

-Plymouth-
Lloyd/Flanders

TV Cabinet

Vas $1650

NOW $599¢%

-Ann Arbor-
Lloyd/Flanders

Marble Top Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs and 2 Swivel Chairs

Was 86320
NOW $949°°

Plymouth-~
- . Genson
Loveseat &
End Table:

Was $3260

NOW $949°°

- -finn Arbor-
Homecrest

Firepit Table

With 2 Chairs and 2 Swivel Chairs

MWas $3013
NOW $799%

| 248-374-7400

X

8 district’s elementary schools.

ewecomers
. Welcome Service’
Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since 1060!
Get to know Canton and Piymouth
with our FREE Welcome Packet.

or visit our website

Call Linda Today at 734-718-909%

at WWWw.a2newcomers.com

For business sponsorship nhponiﬁes, please cali 734.476.5801. -

This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers.,

O)W'

Mbserver

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

o

Classified Advertising ......

The Cantan Observer - Publication NO. U
Periodical postage is

Home Deliverylcﬁstomer Service
Newsroom....... {734) 459-2700
Sports Nightline ...................... PPN (734) 953-2104

HOW T0 REACH US

...... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-867-2737)
FaX ....... (734) 459-4224

cirsersrtaranas 1-800- 579-SELL {7355)

Display Advertising ........ verenenn eraemeseas o2 {734) 953-2153
POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS

SPS 663-670 Published every Thursday and Sunday.
paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150 ’

3626( Schoolcraft, Livonia, ML 48150

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? _

-Plymouth-
Winston 42"

Round Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs

-Ann Arbor-
Brown Jordan 48” Round

Glass Top Table

With 4 Swivel Chairs

-Plymouth-
Winston 63"

Oval Table

With 4 Chairs

Happy Hounds “Sweet Dreams
now offers.... ) Happy all;ounds”r ]
Cage-Free

Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-like environment,

L including sleeping on the bed with our

trained and loving staff member!

Doy Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes '
Visit our wehsile for details .

. Maizey

if you are at work, on vacation, -

Was 52637

NOW $1439¢%

Was$3920
NOW $979= |

Was $2896

NOW $1879°

SALE BEGINS FRIDAY, APRIL 4™ AT 10 A.M.

ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY!

@ 1.5C-2008

or traveling for business, we are at work .
caring for your loyal friend & companion

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams!

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. « Plymouth, Mi 48170 §
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com &

Dug Day Care

1 "A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!"
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Help Canton welcome
bowlers

Preparations are. .
under way for.the USBC
Women'’s National Bowling
Tournament, which will be
held April 10 through July 6
at the Super Bowl Bowling
Center, located at 45100 Ford
Road.

Community membgrs are
inviteéd to be part of a special
team. Chamber of Commerce
members are encouraged to
volunteer to become a member
of the Canton Ambassadors
Tearm, whose main purpose
will be to ¢create a warm wel-
come for tournament par-
ticipanits, their families and
friends during their stay in
Canton,

Each Ambassador will be
asked to sign up for a short
two-hour shift to host the

~ShopCanton booth located
inside the Super Bowl, any-

. time between 9:30 a.m. - 9:30
p-m., during the month of
April. Interested individuals
can also sign up for more than
one shift, or a certain shift
each week.

These Ambassadors will
provide a valuable “person-to-
person” source of information
to help our visitors find their
way around our community
and discover all that Canton
has to offer. The only require-
ment to become a Canton
Ambassador is to possess
cheerful enthusiasm and to
have pride in the Canton com-
munity.

Ambassadors who wish to
promote their business will
be aliowed to wear shirts or
pins with their company logos.
Please note, due to limited
space and other logistics,
we will not be distributing
handouts, coupo1s or other
literature. The goal is to Iet the
bowling commmnity know they
have come to a very friendly
place and that we are glad to
have them all in Canton.

To sign up, please contact
Pat VanDusen, Volunteer
Events Coordinator at (734)
394-5193 or the Canton
Chamber of Commerce at.

(7349 453-4040 to let us know

when you would like to vol-
unteer to be a member of the
Canton Ambassadors Team. -

Local airman graduates

Air Force Airman Cassandra

L. Hararic, 2 2007 graduate
of Canton High School, has

Elaine Phili

[

graduated from basic military

training at Lackland Air Force
Base, San Antonio, Texas.
During the six weeks of train-
ing, she studied the Air Force
mission, organization, and
military customs and courte-

- gles; performed drill and cer-
- emony marches, and received

physical training, rifle marks~
manship, field training exer-

«cises, and special training in

hum’an_ relations.

In addition, airmen who
complete basic training earn
credits toward an associ-
ate degree through the -
Community College of the Air
Force.

Hamvic is the daughter

of Kandralyn Hamric of

Westminister Way, in Canton,
and granddaughter of Jerry
Cleveland of Taylor.

Mom's night out

The Workman Elementary .
Girl Scouts are sponsoring
an evening of fun for mom’s,
aunts, grandma’s, and girl-

~ friends from 6-10 p.m., on
" Friday, April 4 at Workman

Elementary School in Canton
(at Cherry Hill and Denton
roads). -

There will be ]ots of activi-
ties and treats available,
including a free chair mas-
sage, sample decadent desserts
and virgin‘margaritas, try
on make-up and jewelry, free
mini-manicure, games, and
more. There will also be four
hours of uninterrupted scrap-
booking.

The event is open to the :
public and costs just $5 at the
door. There will be 18 items/
baskets auctioned off.

Through this event and oth-
ers, the Workman Girl Scouts
are hoping to give back to
the community by donating
$1,000 to the school’s Habitat
Committee to cover the cost
of materials to build a 15-foot
bridge over the creek behind
the school in the habitat area.
The Habitat will be used in

. the school science programs,

by the community, and by area

- Girl Scout Troops for their

Bridging Ceremonies.
Earth Day volunteers
sought

All area residents are wel-
come to join us in Canton’s
Earth Day Spring Clean Up on
Saturday, April 19. In recogni-
tion of Earth Day, volunteers
will be picking up litter and

| AROUND CANTON |

trash along the I-275 trail sys-

tem from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
All volunteers will meet at

Hellows Creek Golf Club, locat-

- ed at 2936 8. Lotz Road, and

be shuttled to the worksite,

- Volunteers can also drop in at

Fellows Creek to help anytime
during the program and will

be shuttled to the project area.
Helpers will not be required to

 work the entire time. Shuttles

will be available throughout

the morning.

This volunteer opportunity
is recommended for ages 8
and older. Adult supervision
is required for minors. Please
dress according to the weath-
er, since this event will take
place rain or shine. Pre-regis-
tration is not required.

If you are interested in vol-
unieering for this free event,
please contact Pat VanDusen
by April 16 at (734) 394-5193
or e-mail at pvandusen@
canton-mi.org to register. For
more infermation visit www. -
canton-mi.org.

Adopt-a-road c!eanup

Canton Township Trustee
Todd Caccamo has planned
a Haggerty Road adopt-a-
road clean-up at 10:30 a.m.,
Saturday April 5. Volunteers
will be working in the area
between Ford and Cherry Hill
roads. Meet at the Roman
Forum Parking lot {on Ford
Road just west.of Haggerty).
Caccamo will bring the coffee,
donuts, orange vests and bags.
You.should plan on bringing
a set of work gloves. All are
welcome.

Goebet o speak to youth

Accorplished speaker,
musician and humorist Jerry
Goebel will be sharing faith
and values with young people
from 7-9 p.m. April 8 at
St. John Nenmann Parish,
on Warren Road between
Sheldon and Canton Center
roads in Canton. Goebel has
waorked around the world from
Central America to Alaska,
and from Australia to Europe.
Cost is $2 per person or $5 for
families of three or more, paid
at door.

For more information about
the event, which is being spon-

~ sored by All Saints Catholic

School, call Kelli Yager at (313)
310-8880.

Slammin’ Spaghetti Jam

PBJ Outreach Inc. (www,
pbjoutreach.org) is sponsoring

a Super Slammin’ Spaghetti
Jam on Saturday April 5,

from 5-8 p.m. (following 4
p.m. Mass} at Our Lady of
Good Counsel Church Social
Hall (477650 N. Territorial,
Plymouth ). Enjoy a fun fam-
ily night including spaghetti
dinner, cash bar, activities

for kids, and raffle/door
prizes. All proceeds go toward
the Peanut Butter and Jelly
Ministry, which provides food
on a weekly basis to our broth-
ers and sisters in Detroit ‘s
Cass Corridor. Tickets are $7
for adults, $3 for kids age 3-12,
and free for kids under 3. For
tickets or more information
please contact Linda Barterian
at (734) 459-0771.

Severe Weather
Awareness Week

Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm and Canton
Supervisor Tom Yack have
declared April 6-12, as
Severe Weather Awareness
‘Week. To help recognize the
week, Canton’s Emergency
Management Office encour-
ages residents to review severe
thunderstorm, lightening and

tornado safety procedures and .

to have a preparedness plan in
place. There were 22 tornados

that struck Michigan last year,

causing three tornado fatali-
ties and one lightning fatality,
11 injuries and more than $150
million in damages.

- The best time to prepare for
severe weather is before it hap-
pens. Michigan weather can
change quickly. It is important
to monitor weather conditions
and take seriously watches
and warnings issued by the
National Weather Service.

Make sure everyone in
your household knows where
to go and what to do in case
of severe weather no matter

" whether they are at home, at

work or at school. If you are
outside and a thunderstorm
approaches, if you hear thun-
der, go to the nearest shelter, If
a tornado warning is issued for
our area or if you feel threat-
ened by the storm, go to the.
basement and get under some-
thing sturdy. If no basement is
available, go to an interior part
of the building on the lowest
level. A'good rule of thumb is
to put as many walls between

.you and the tornado as pos-

sible.
Listen to NOAA Weather

" Radio or local radio, television

SOﬂ RN is part of an elite group of nurses at U-M, She's o flight nurse on the

Survivat Flight feam. Aﬁci it's aryrh.ng but easy. You have to meke life-and-death decisions at 160 mph. You have
to be able to plowde cutting- edge treatments available only ot U-M, allin a space that's about the size of your car's

backseat. And in Elaine’s case, you have to be able o overcome your fear of heights. This is why nurses choose .
U-M~1o be the nurse they've always dreamed of being. Nursing at Michigan. That's the Michigan Difference.

University of Michigan
Health System

- To learn about Nursing at Michigan, go to umnursing.org or call 1-877-NURSE-UMHS.

R

and cable stations for the lat- -
est weather updates.

For more information
contact Canton’s Emergency
Management Office at (734)
394-5357 or visit its Web site
at www.cantonpublicsafety.
org.

Charity poker
tournament

The Knights of Columbus
will host a charity Texas Hold
‘Em Tournament to benefit
various charities Saturday -
April 19 at The Shark Club,
42070 Ford Road, Canton.
Tournament registration
begins at 11:30 a.m., dealing at
12:30 p.m.

Buy in of $40 includes $5
bounty chip. One $20 dédd-on
prior to start of tourney. Cash
games will be running before
and during the tournament.
There will be 2 full menu and
bar available.

For more information and
to reserve a tournament seat,
visit www.kofe8284.event-
brite.com, or call Tom at (734)
502-7016 or Fred at (734) 765-
8739.

Women wanted

The Canton Business and
Professional Women will
meet from 6-8:30 p.m.,
Monday, April 14 at Palermo’s
Restaurant, 44938 Ford Road,
Canton. Dinner will be served.
Guest speaker will be Lisa
Mininni, Canton aunthor of
“Me, Myself and Why? The
Secrets of Navigating Change.”
The goal of the group is
to promote full participa-
tion, equity and economic

- self-sufficiency for America’s

working women, They hold
monthly meetings. For More
Information please contact:
June Nicholas at (313) 610
2561 or via e-mail at junenjch-
olas@comeast.net. Please
RSVP for this meeting.

Historical Society -
presentation

The Canton Historical
Society will host its second

STORE

CLOSING SALE °

7 Ml Locaion 29599 Seven e
(Located in Livonia Mall)
REAL BISCOUNTS o ALt
I STOCK MERCHANDISE

in a series of speakers at 7
p-m., April 9 at the Cherry
Hill School on the corner of
Cherry Hill and Ridge roads.
The guest speaker will be soci-
ety trustee Larry Arnold who
will present “Lydia Pinkham
and Patent Medicine Frauds,”
which is about a remarkable
woman and offers a humor-
ous look at the rampant patent
medicine industry in the early
1800s before the Food and

‘Drug Administration came

into being,.

For more information, con-
tact the Canton Historical
Society Museum at (734) 397-
0088 :or visit their Web site at
www.cantonhistoricalsociety.
Org.

Mom-to-Mom sale

St. Thomas a’ Becket’s
“Mom-to-Mom Sale” will be
on Saturday, April 12, from
9 a.m. to noon in the church
gym and classrooms. More
than 70 tables and racks full of
great finds for babies, toddlers
and kids will be available, as
well as several “large item
rooms” full of strollers, cribs,
car seats, exersaucers, large
toys, etc. Admission is $1.
Those shopping with stroflers
will be admitted after 10 a.m.

St Thomas &’ Becket Church
is at 555 South Lilley Road,

. Canton. For more information

contact the church at (734)
981-1333 or visit their Web site
at http://kirstemeoline.com/
mom2mom.himl.

‘Mom to mom sale

Connection Church (for-
mally Tri-City Christian)
in Canton is having its
Spring Mom to Mom Sale on
Saturday, April 5, at 8:30 a.m.

- to1p.m. Table rentals are sold

to capacity with more than

75 moms selling their kids’
clothes, Loys, baby equipment,
etc. There is a $1 admission.
Connection Church is located
at 3855 Sheldon Road in
Canton, just north of Michigan
Avenue. For more info, please
e-mail mom2Zmomsale@

yahoo.com.

Mlchigan’s Largest
Selection of Dinettes

At Kinds of Tables and Chairs -
. GanBe Sold Separately

19711 Middlebet « Livonia
1Block N. of Livonia Mall

248-442-1490

Zvgwsvacac

Opens/Closes Your
Garage Door When
the Power Is Out
* EverCharge® Standby
Power keeps yout garage
door opener charged
and ready to go

* Strong, quiet belt
drive system

* 200 watts of light

On One of Our Very Best
LiftiViaster. Garage Door Openers!

' Regular Price.......

Sale Price
Less $30 Mail-in Installation Rebate

YOUR PRICE...

_529900

$23900

Premium §
Remote 3
Contrat

ALSO AVAILABLE: MODEL 3300 WALL-MOUNTED GARAGE DOOR OPENER
« SAME SPECIAL PRICING APPLIES.

SUBURBAN
DOOR s bl

28003 Five Mile Road * Livonia
734-422-0930

OES594406
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A very special wedding gift

‘Devastated parents hope to find bride for daughter's gown

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

All the stories you hear about wicked stepmothers and
evil stepdanghters didn't apply to Catherine Rowe and her
husband’s danghter, Jessica.

“] came into Jessie’s life when she was 16 and we never
went through any of that,” Rowe says softly. “We had a
great relationship.”

To prove her point, Rowe of Canton says that in the 10

years she mothered Jessica they only had ene major strain.

“When my youngest daughter, Chrissie, was getting
married four years ago, a lot of attention went to her and
Jessie said she was feeling left out,” she said. “I let her
know that when she got engaged all the attention Would :
be on her.” .

And it was.

In December 2006, Jessica, 26, got engaged to Matt
Jarmusevich,

.~ The two, who had been a couple for fou" years, had seta
date in September 2007.

“She didn’t want to waste any time and we found her
dress on New Years Eve,” Rowe said, noting that Jessica’s
mother died when she was a young child. “She tried on a
dozen gowns but when she put that one on, it was all over.
It was perfect.”

The dress, a tulle ball gown w1th a chapel train and a
beaded, cuffed bodice, is still at the township home Rowe
shares with her husband, Scott.

Jessica died of Crohn's disease in May 2007.

“She got critical very, very fast,” Rowe said. “No one
thought she was going to die.”

Jessica, a full-time student at Eastern Michigan
University who dreamed of becoming a teacher and having
her own children, had been diagnosed with the chronic
disorder three years before her death.

According to the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of
America, Crohi's causes inflammation of the digestive or

gastrointestinal tract. It most (EUmmpn]y affects the small

intestine and the colon. .
Three weeks after choosing her wedding gown, Jessica

was haspitalized. Between Jan. 21,2007 and the day she.

_died, May 5, she only released for one day.

“armusevich) is still devastated,” Rowe said as she
wiped tears from her eyes. “We all are. I think about Jessie
everyday. I miss her smile and I miss her laugh.”

Until this Week, Rowe hadn’t unmpped the bag that pro-
tected Jessica’s wedding gown.

“I was sewing crystals all over the skirt but I stopped a
few days before she passed because I couldn’t bear to look
at it,” she said. “And then last year, T was telling one of oy
husband’s cousins that I didn't know what to do with it and
they suggested I donate it so that’s what I want to do.”

Rowe said she wonld like to donate the gown 1o a woman
that has overcome some obstacles in her life.

1 want to do something good for someone trying to do

" something good for herself,” she said. “Tt doesn’t necessarily

have to be an illness, just someone that has overcome chal-

'lenges Jéssie was workmg full time and gomg to school full

time.”

Any woman interested in the size 10 gown, will be asked

to write an essay describing how she conquered an issue in
her life.
- “It’s a delicate situation,” Rowe said of donatmg the
gown. “1 den’t know if someone would be uneasy wearing
lt »

. Still, she’s going to try her hand at gifting another bride
with the dress. -

“Jessie knew that (Jarmousevich) was the one for her,”
Rowe said. “There were days that I gave her the choice of
me visiting her in the hospital or doing some work for the
wedding and she would always tell me to work on her wed-
ding. She was ready to get married.”

To contact Rowe, send an e-mail to catrowe@gmail com.

tiparks@homefowntife.com | (734) 4532700

Jessica Rowe poses with her fiancé, Matt
Jarmusevich, during a happier time. She
died fast year of Crohn’s disease, & couple
months before the couple was to marry.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOFOGRAPHER

Canton's Cathy Rowe adjusts her daughter
Jessica's wedding dress.

Family on frontline of fighting
disease that claimed daughter

As the first anniversary of the death of Jessica Rove approaches, her

family has taken some comfort in raising money to fight the disease she
-battled.

On May 17, Scott and Catherine Rowe of Canton ind their family and
{riends, including Jessica’s fiancee, Matt Jarmusevich, will participate in
the Take Steps Walk 2008 at Camp Dearborn in Milford. The event ben-
efits the Crohw’s & Colitis Foundation of America. .

“T think Jessie would have wanted us to do this,” said Catherine Rowe,
wha is also looking to donate the bridal gown Jessica would have worn
for her wedding in September. She died in May at age 26 from Crohn’s
disease.. “Maybe because this happened to her; it was to get the rest of us
out of ourselves.”

The Rowes, along with their three adult children, participated in the
event last year and raised $7,500. This year, they have a goal of $10,000.

To make a donation, log ontp www.active.com/donate/takestepsde-
troit07/croweld

.

sessions Thursday evening at 7 p.m. at the

Just the contrary.

CACCAMO

FROM PAGE AT

ing on his mind.

After calling a fellow Marine who he served
with in Iraq, Caccamo made the difficuit
decision to re-enlist in the Marines Reserves
on March 20.

“It was an emotional decision, no doubt "
Caccamo said of re-enlisting. “You really feel
like you would be leaving your buddies in a
lurch. Plus, T enjoy being a Marine. I enjoy
the lifestyle. And I enjoy the duty.”

With that decision out of the way, Caccamo,
36, is now trying to figure out H he wants to
run for re-election to the t’ownship board.

He says he has enjoyed serving on the board
during his first term, and has been talking

to a lot of people about the issue lately. He

will also hold one of his “Caccamp Coffee”™

* Puhlic Sale Starts
10a.m. rridav.;nnril a

Handmade Oak & Cheny Furniture, Qzallty Toys & Children’s Fum:ture

Distinguished Office Furniture, Heritage Lace and Handmade Woven Textiles,
Ceramics, China, A.L. Root Candles, Williraye Figurines,

Tin Woodsman Pewter, Silver Forest Jewelry and Much More!

Village dngl
Shopkeeper

470 Forest Avenue © Downtown Plym

1 block west of Main Street, south of Ann Arbor Trail

Open Mon.- Fri. 10-6; Sat. IG-5; Sun. 12-4 o Cash or Credit/Debt Cards
No Adjustments to Prior Sales » Use Gift Certificates/Store Credit by April 19, 2008

ALL SALES FINALI
-See www.villageshopkeeper.com for sale updates

+ walg cohsulianis: ) Www.quittingbusiness.com|

Cherry Hill Perk Coffee Shop in Cherry Hill

Village, so he can meet with constituents. His

main question: “Should I run again in 2008?”
“There’s a 98 percent chance I'm going

to run,” he said. “T just want to know what

" people have to say, and what they think the

1mporta.nt issues are for Canton over the next’
four years.”

Ca.ccamo, a political unknown un‘cﬂ he ran
suecessfully in 2004, took a one-year leave
of absence from the Board of Trustees when
he went over to serve in Iraq. He returned

_in April of 2007. At-this point, Caccame

has no idea if, when or where he might be

' deployed He said Iraq isa p0551b111ty, but so
is Afghamstan

He said it is hkely that he will have to take

© asimilar leave if he is re-elected, but doesn’t

think voters should hold that against him.

outh

OE08534248

“Civilian employers honor military service,
so why should government be any different,”
he said. “This is a war where people are dying
every day. I'm not going to abandon my post.
All walks of life are being called upon to
serve.” ]

Caccamo, a sergeant in the st Battalion,
24th Marines, said he is being up front with
voters, making sure they know he might be

gone again. Plus, he doesn't think his absence,

for how ever long it might be, will make a
huge difference.

“The fact of the matter is there are seven of
us on the board. One person being gone for
a while won't make nruch of an impact,” he .
said.

All seats on the Canton Township Board of
Trustees are up for grabs this year. The dead-
line to get-on the ballot is May 13.

~

Todd Caccamb

CACCAMO
COFFEE

When: 7 p.m.
Thursday April 3
Where: Cherry
Hill Perk Coffee
Shop
‘Address: 50166
Cherry Hill,
in Cherry Hill

- Village

'EARN °4.00
For Each Pound
You Lose!

: .*See.store for details

pound you lose, we'll donate $1.00 to the

You have everything fo gain!

LIVONIA
Sf“%’;enﬂg*:irs: 19239 Newburgh
10am-6prm (at 7 Mile)

Sat. 10am-4 -591-
A eieabm 734-591-3338

it PAYS 1o

Purchase a pair of Chung Shi shoes and we'll
give you until June 30 fo earn $4.00 for every
pound lost as a store cerfificate. PLUS, for each

American Diabeies Association! No gimmicks.

* Activates neglected
* Tones fegs, butlocks,

* Promotes increased

* Improves posture

WEST BLOOMFIELD
6263 Hoggerty Road
{North of Maple}-

~ 248-960-0939

www. footsolutiens.com/livonia  www.footsolutions.com/westhinomfield

¢hung shi

* Unique rocker sole promotes dynamic galf

¢ Increases circulation in feet and legs

muscles

ahs and back

muscle aclivity

OEOS8683087

FOOT
OLUTHENS

s


http://www.hometownlife.com
mailto:catrowe@gmail.com
mailto:tlparks@hometownlife.com
http://www.active.com/donate/takestepsde-
http://www.villageshopkeeper.corn
http://Www.quittingbusiness.corn
http://www.footsoiutions.com/livon(a
http://www.footsolutions.com/westbioomfield
http://MIXCHEER.COM

W hometc;ﬁnlife com g couNTY NEWS % - Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, April3, 2008 *) A5
“BY HUGH GALLAGHER o 7 : business practlces. “My des:re isto rely upon
'. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER " “Those people who have lost  scientists to tell us what are

Livonia attorney Joseph
Larkin helped the Livonia
Knights Mites Hockey team
find a way to win as an assis-
tant coach.

.. “Last season we won the
Jeague championship and the,
Silver Stick regional,” he said.
“It was a great season, a lot of
fun” :

Larkin, a Democrat, is
confident he can continue
those winning ways in his
bid to unseat incumbent U.S.
Rep. Thaddeus McCotter,

‘R-Livonia, in the 11th
Congressional District.

T've been an attorney for
20 years now. I've learned
what it means to represent
people and I don't believe that
Mr. McCotter is representing
the people of the 11ih District
at this time. He is not hearing
what their issues are,” Larkin
said.

Larkin is expected to face
former Novi city manager Ed
Kreiwall in the Democratic
August primary. Tom
Spencer, a Methodist [ay min-
ister and Air Force veteran,
has withdrawn from the race
and offered his support to
Larkin.

“He’s got contnections, name
and I didn’t have either. I
didn't have much of a chance,”
Spencer said Thesday.

He called Iarkin a “pro-
gressive” and a “people per-
son.”

Larkin is the nephew of
Carol Larkin, chair of the 11th

FOM HOTFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Joseph Larkin witl run in the
Democratic primary against Ed
Kreiwall. The winner wouid face
incumbent Thaddeus McCotter in the
November election.

District Democrats, and Jim
Larkin, a Garden City school
board member. He said his

- aunt and uncle were unaware

that he was entering the race.

Ted McAvoy of Highland
has announced as an indepen-
dent candidate.

WAR STAND AN ISSUE

Like Kreiwall and
Spencer, Larkin is critical of
MeCotter’s support for the
war in Iraq.

“We have lost too many
American fighting men and
women there, now over4,000
and that doesn’t include the
multitude of men and women
coming back with physical

umm )

Age: 43 .
Resndence Livonia

 Maritaf status: Divorced, no chidren,

Education: bachelor's degree in polifical sci-
ence, University of Micmgan juris doctorate

University of Michigan:
Profession: atforney, 19 years, Larkin
Services, Livonia.

Leqai

Member: Michigan Association for Justice

Catholic Lawyers Society of Michigan,

Livenia

Bar Association, Knights of Columbus.
Volunteer: Groups feeding homeless and
elderly at St. Patrick Senior-Center, St.
Moysius, St. Bominic, St. Maurice, St. Edith,

Focus:HOPE, _
Church; St. Edith, Livonia

QOther: Assistant coach Livonia Knights Mites

Hockey
Web site: larkinleadership.com

and mental injuries,” Larkin
said. “He is not looking at

the fact that we are spending
approximately $100 billion a
vear in that war and his desire
is to remain there indefi-
nitely.”

Larkin said he supports

a “practical and prudent”
removal of U.S. troops.

“Bottom line, I would rely

upon military advice that as a
lay person I am not privy io,
mifitary not political, Bush
and McCotter make decisions
based on polities,” he said.

Larkin said the government

has not been treating veterans
with the respect and support
they deserve.

“We should spare no
expense when our veterans
come home from war,” he
said.

On the domestic side,
Larkin said the Bush admin-
istration has been too focused
on bailing out banks and
investment institutions rather
that helping pecple facing
foreclosure.

"What ¢an be done to help
those people?” he said. “Every
person who goes into foreclo-
suee results in your house and
my house declining in value,
That’s what I'm looking at.”

Larkin said he supports
laws that would penalize lend-
ers who do not follow good

.

their jobs through no fault
of their own should be given
every opportunity to-stay in
their horne. If they are not
given those opportunities,
foreclosures affect every one
of us,” he said.

Larkin said trade agree-
ments:can be a good thing
for consumers, but that the
North American Free Trade,
Agreement and others have
hurt the economy and sent
jobs overseas to countries that
do not have the same worker
and environmental protec-
tions that the U.S. has.

“If we invite products in
from countries that do not
provide the same protec-
tions, we are not playing on
an even playing field. That’s
what I want with any trade
agreement,” he said. “The °
American economy has the
best, the smartest, the most
productive workers in the
world, but when they are not
allowed to compete on an
even playing field, they are at
a disadvantage.”

Larkin said existing immi-
gration laws need to be more
vigorously enforced.

“My family came from
immigrants, I have nothing
against immigrants, but I

am for legal immigration,” he

said. “That’s the only way it
should oecur”

On the energy issue, Larkin
is a strong supporter of hydro-
gen cell technology as one way
to reduce dependence on for-
eign oil but not the only way.

the best avenues to go, so it

. is not just the hydrogen fuel

cell,” he said. “I'm for biomass,
¥'m for solar, I'm for wind,

T'm for hydro. I want to spend
American investment in any
of those areas.”

He said more immediately
using E85 ethanol wonld he a
good way to cut down on oil
importation.

PRO-LIFE CONCERNS

Tom Spencer said the only
issue on which he parts com-
pany with Larkin is abortion.
Larkin is anti-abortion. He
said he doesn’t see the abor-
tion issue as a factor as it
is the Senate that confirms
Supreme Court appoint-
ments. Bat he said he thinks
McCotter’s pro-life position is
inconsisteat.

“It seems the only area he’s
concerned about pro-life is
when you're in the womb and
not when you corme out of the
womb,” he said. “For example,
he voted against extengion
of health care benefits for
poor children. That is an area
where 1 absolutely would have
voted yes.”

Larkin is collecting petition
signatures before the May 13
filing deadline. He said he
would be willing to debate
Kreiwall in the primary cam-
paign and McCotter in the
general election campaign.

hgallagher@hometownlife.com
(734) 953-2149

Right i fhe Heart of Downtown Plymo uth

Acrnss from Kellagu Park

Bannuets Avallable inrzn 200 people
- " Call Gayle Morones formareinfonnaﬁm

Emf/y Owned and 0)

Gasual Dining Exnerience
 Specializing in Halian Culsine
>+ 350 §. Main Street .

Plymouth
- (734) 416-D1 !me

ompansdimng com

jsif our sister vestaurant |
. nghtnexr daor :

Specinlizing in Stk & Seafood. B
- 380 8. fain Street » Plymouth
{738 416-9340°

A Research Study on Neurorathic Pdin...

if you are 18 years old or older and suffer from
Chronic Neuropathic Pain, you may qualify fo parfici-
pate in a research study. All qualified parficipants will
receive study related evaluations, testing, and study
drug {or placebo) at no cost. Participants will also be
compensated for their time and travel.

Please contact a Research Nurse af Michigan
Head*Pain and Neurological Institute; phone (734)
677-6000, option 4

Learn more about participating in reseorch studies ot
www.MHNl.com.

The Michigan Head-Pain & Neurological Instifute
3120 Professional Drive - Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

R

Find your ;

.

$1.000 MINIMUM & CIRCLE GOLD CHECKING?

g
APY

BALANCES OF $50,600 OR HIGHER

Charter One

Not your typical bank”®

With rates like these, maybe you should choose both.
Calt 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find your it at charterone.com

"‘\

\

J

Mermber FDIC. Al accounts subject to individual approval. See a bankar for detalls. Otfers valid in MI only. GI: Annual Percertage 'Yield (APY) is accurate as of this publication date. 2.50% APY applies to the 9-manth term. Limited-time offer may ba withdrawn atany Sme. This offer cannot be combined with any other GD offer. Gircle Gold Checking Account

with $100 minimum opening daposit is required. Cther rates and Tesms avajlable. Minimum openirg term deposit $1,600. Penalty for early withdrawal, HYS: Accourt cannot be accessed using ar ATM or Debit Gard. $10,000 minimum epening depasit is cequired. Persangl accounts onty. $5,600,06¢ maximum deposit per customer. Minimum
transaction amount of $10,000 for withdrawats. Nonqualifying fransaction fes of $25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in a statement period. High Yield Savings Account APY based on coliected balances for new personai accouns: 2.65% APY for balances of $50.000 ar greater, 2.40% APY for balances of $10,000 to $49,999, 1.00% APY
for batances up to $9,999. Fees may retuce earnings. APY$ ascurate as of this publication date and may change before or after account opening. Gharter One is a division of ABS Citizens, N A.
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Mom 2 Mom sale funds Klwams

* Children’s clothes, toys
books, videos, maternity
clothes, and more will be
sold at 30-plus tables when
the Canton Newcorners; a
social, civie and charitable
group host their public Mom

to 1 prm. Saturday, April 5, at
_ Summit on the Park { 46000
Summit Parkway, Canton). A
“large item” area and many
great deals will be available.
This year’s sale benefits the
Plymouth Canton Kiwanis
Club. Strollers are welcome.

Admlsswn is $1. Plan to
arrive early and bring a
friend/neighbor.

For more information
about the sale or club, visit
WWW,Cantonnewcomers.org
or e-mail amybrody@com-

- cast.net.

New Kohl’ s to open Apr|I 9

Kohl’s Depa,rtment Stores
will officially open its sec-
ond Canton store on April 9.
Located at 47250 Michigan
Avenue, the new store will pro-
vide roughly 150 jobs.

The store is one of 29 that
Kohl's will open nationwide
this spring, and will celebrate

2 Mom sale from 8:30 a.m.

the opening of its 1,000th

JEKYLL

{FROM PAGE A1

Salem High School senior Brandon Verdi,
aveteran of every Park Players’ production
through his high school career, takes on the dual
lead role. After playing the town minister in last

_year’s production of Footloose, playing Jekyll and -
.Hyde will be a bit more of a chavacter stretch for
' the 18-year-old actor. -

“Tlike it because (Jekyll and Hyde) are so dif-
ferent, there’s such a gap there,” Verdi said. “On
the one hand, T get to be really evil, which is so
different from my personality, and I get to play
the good, too. It’s a marvelous duality”

Playing both characters was a lmge challenge
for the veteran, particularly in the confrontation

scene, when both characters areonstageatthe
- same time.

“It changes the entire character of the scene,
Verdi said. “Tm smgmg while P'm changing, soit’s
a difficult challenge.

Canton ngh School sophonmre Mia Topalm),
16, plays Emma, the fiancée/love interest of Dr.
Jekyll She said the character’s beliefin T.hegood
in people drew her to the role,

“I like Ernma’s faith in people, which is rare,”
Topalian said. “I dont think a lot of people have
that” ' : '

The 49-member cast and some 50 other mem-
bers, including the orchestra, have been rehears-
'ing since Jarmary. They did three hours a day,
four days a week until recently, when rehearsals
intensified.

The final production is a tribute o the
strength of the students, said Cathy Depentu,
whowill direct the orchestra. _

“This is the strongest, most ego-less group of -

store this fall.

The retail chain already
has a store in Canton on Ford
Road near Sheldon. ,

The new store, like all new
Kohl’s stores, feature glass
showcase windows at each
kB  entrance, redesigned juniofs’
and intimates departments,
enhanced fitting rooris with
lounge areas and updated
restrooms and checkout sta-
tions for more comfort and
convenience. In addition, more
than 30 existing stores will be
updated this spring to reflect
Kohl’s newest look.

“We are excited to open the
doors to the new Canton Joca-
tion. Like all Kcohl’s stores, .
we will offer exchzsive and
national brands at a vahie cus-
tomers can appreciate,” said
KC Schrade, district manager
for the new Kohl’s location.
¢ To celebrate the store’s

- opening, Kohl's will offer
grand opening sales on well
known exclusive brands such
as Simply Vera Vera Wang,
ELLE™, Chaps and Food
Network™ and national
brands such as Levi’s®,
Carter’s® and Cuisinart®,

All Kohl’s stores offer Kohl's
charge cards, gift cards, bridal
N and baby registries, shopping
carts that double as strollers,
centralized checkouts and
convenient store hours, Kohl’s
commitment to customer ser-
vice has been endorsed by the

actors I've ever worked with,” Depentu said. “It’s
afabulously dark show.”

bkadrich@hometowniife.com | (734) 459-2700

Dr. Jekyl aind Mr. Hyde opens tonight (Thursday, April 3} in
the Gloria Logan Theater at Salem High School.

Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings-
March 25, 2008
A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township -
of Canton was held Tuesday, March 25, 2008, at 1150 Canton |
- Center 8., Canton, Michigan Supervisor Yack caled the meeting to
order at 7-01 p.m. ‘and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Roll
Call' Members Present: Bennett, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, McLaughlin,

National Retail Federation*
who has ranked Kohl’s as one
- of the top department and
retai] stores for customer ser-

BILL BRESLER | STAFT PHOTOGRAPHER

Yack, Zarbo Members Absent Caccamo  Staff Present: Director
Eva, Executive Director-Santomauro, Director Conklin, Director
Faas Adoption of Agenda Motion approved. Approval of
Minutes - Approved Board Study Minutes of March 4, 2008.
Approved Board Minutes of March 11, 2008. Payment of Bills

" Approved M 1. RECOGNITION OF JEANETTE -
THOMAS. Approved PUBLIC HEARING: Item 1. Opened the
pablic hearing at 7:06 p.m: Approved . Closed the public hearing at
7:07 p.m. Approved. Adopt the resolution approving application-of
Summitech Engineering, Inc. Industrial Facilities Exemption.
Certificate for Personal Property. Approved Kem 2. Opened the
public hearing at 7:09 p.m. Approved Close the pubilc hearing at

CANTON BUSINE_SS BRIEFS

vice for the past three years..

For 2 complete list of store
lacations or for the added con-
venience of shopping online,
visit www.kohls.com.

J.C. Penney opening

The new 104,000-square-
foot J.C. Penney store at 43690
Ford Road in Canton will
hold an official grand open-
ing Friday, April 11, beginning
with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny at the store’s mnain entrance
at8:45am.

“This store, combined with
the new store that recently
opened in Chesterfield, adds
to J.C. Penney’s presence in -
the metro Detroit market and
makes our outstanding assort-

. ment of trend-right fashion at

smart prices even more acces-
sible to customers,” said Store
Manager Erin Domeyer. “We
thank the people of Canton for
welcoming us into the commu-
nity, and we invite everyone to

come celebrate with us.”

Throughout the grand
opening week, customers can

- register to win prizes, includ-.

ing a $1,000 J.C.Penney gift
card, as well as one of 50 $100
gift cards to be used toward
any J.C. Penney purchase.

The sweepstakes runs April 6
through April 19 and is open. .
to those 18 years or older, and
no purchase is necessary to
enter. For complete rules, go to
jep-com/newstores.

Oakwood podiatrist comes
to Canton

Hou Fong, DPM, has relo-
cated his office to the Haggerty
Professional Building located
at 2050 Haggerty Road, Suite
120 in Canton. Fong specializes

call (800) 642-7353 or e-mail
GlobalRel .eafMi(@aol.com.

Order forms can also be printed -

off the Web site at www.glo-

balreleaforg. Checks, money
_orders or credit cards maybe .

used for payment. - :

The group, which relieson .

volunteers; sells single or malti- -
stemmed trees/shrubs that are

310 6 feet in height, depending

o species.
Unlike some store-bought

in podlatry and
has affiliations
at Oakwood
Hospital &
Medical Center
(OHMC) in

Annapolis

Fong Hospital in
Wayne and
Oakwood Heritage Hospital

in Taylor. He completed his
residency at OHMC in Podiatric
Surgery and received his degree
from Des Moines College of

" Osteopathic Medicine. His

areas of interest include foot
and anlde injury and trauma,

_including sprained and broken

bones, orthotics, pediatric foot
problems, diabetic foot care,
arthritis and various other
areas.

Fong is accepting new’

_patients. For more information

or to make an appointment,
‘please call (800) 543-WELL or
visit www.oakwood.org.

~Local salon honored

Canton’s Ashka Salon, .
owned by Lisa and Steven
Curry, recently was named
one of the 200 fastest-growing

“salons in North America by

Salon Today magazine, a top
business publication for sa]on
and spa owners.

The magazine’s eleventh
annual Salon Teday 200
profiled the selected salons
in its January 2008 issne,
The 200 salons were selected
from applications subraitted

" by Salon Today readers, who

represent the 25,000 top-
producing salons and spasin
the country. The magazine
hoenored the applicants who
posted the highest increases in
gross sales between 2005 and
20086, and who were on track
to increase sales significantly

in 2007.

Global ReLeaf schedules annual tree sale

trees, McPherson notes that
these are grown in a similar cli-
mate as Michigan. “These trees
are hearty to this area,” she said.
Trees are: Sugar Maple, Red
Maple, Royal Red Norway .
Maple, Swamp White Oak,
Littleleaf Linden, River Birch,
~ American Plum, Aristocrat -
Pear, Nannyberry, Japanese
Tree Lilac, Red Bud, White and
Red flowering Crabapple and

7:13 p.m: Approved Adopt the resolution approving application of
Takao American Corp. Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate
for Personal Property. Approved CONSENT CALENDAR: Item 1.
Set the Public Hearing date for April 22, 2008 to consider JLM
Restaurant, Ine. request to transfer ownership of escrowed 2007
Class C Licensed Business, with Sunday Sales Permit, Outdoor
Service (1 area) and Official Permit (Food), from NAN, Inc. located
at 66800 N. Canton Center, Canton, Michigan, 48187, Canton
Township, Wayne County; Requesting a New Dance-Entertainment
Permit. Approved Item 2. Adopt the resclution No. 4 for the Copper
Creek Special Assessment District for Road Repairs, sidewalk and
sign installation SAD No. 2006-1. Approved. Item 3. Adopt the
resolution for Severe Weather Awareness Week, April 6-12, 2008.
Approved. GENERAL CALENDAR: Item 1. Approve the
replacement of the Continuing Part-Time Clerk assigned to the
DDA with a Full-Time Clerk FIL. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Bennett,
Ladoy, McLaughlin, Yack, Zarbo Ndys: Kirchgatier Approved.
Item 2. Award the construction of the High Velocity Sports
Complex Parking $.ot and the reconstruction of the Pheasant Run
Golf Course Parking Lot plus miscellaneous parking lot repairs on
other township owned parking lots to Best Asphalt, Inc in the
amount of $174,990 plus a -contingency of $15,700 for a total
amount not to exceed $190,690, and further authorize that separate
purchase orders to the Mannik & Smith Group for $18,500 and to
"Michael L. Priest & Associates, Inc for $2,750 be created. Approved.
Approve the budget amendment for this project: Community
Improvement Fund Increase Revenues Approved Approve the
budget amendment for this project. Approved. Item 3. Award a
contract for construction of the Denton Road sanitary relief sewer.
Approved. Ifem 4. Award a contract to Suburban Oit Co. to
provide Canton's 2008 dust control program. Approved Item 5.
Authorize the emergency repair of the 1995 Vactor 2100 sewer
cleaner. Approved Item 6. Award a contract for the Fisheries
Habitat Plan Study for the Detention Basin Enhancements Grant
Projeci Approved. Item 7. Adopt the resclution on maintenance
with Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) for the
plantings around the “Welcome Signs" located along Michigan
Avenue near Hannan and Denton Roads. Approved. Item 8. Award
a contract to Heaney General Contractors for completion of the
Lower Rouge Trail Amenities. Approved Item. 9. Approve the
purchase of the Ready Buckle Seat Restraint System for patrol
vehicles. Approve Item 10. Appreve the tuition expenditure for
three captains to attend the School of Fire Staff and Command at
Eastern Michigan University. Approved Item 11. Approve the
purchase of (1) one vehicle for Building & Inspection Services
Division at a cost of $21,632.00 (Account # 101-371-977-0000)
through the Macomb County Ceoperative Purchasing Program
from Signature Ford, Perry, ML Amend the purchase of (1) one
vehicle for Building & Inspection Services Division at a cost of
$17,203.50 (Account # 101-371-977-0000) for a-Ford Escape.
Approved Roll Call Vole: Ayes: Bennetl, Kirchgatter, McLaughlin,
Yack, Zarbo Nays: Ladoy Item £2. Purchase a 2008 GMC Sierra
1500, 4x2 Extended Cab, 6.5’ Box, TC10553 from Red Holman
Pontiac GMC. Approved Item 13. Award the purchase of 2 full-size
work trucks. Approved Item 14, Authorize the purchase order for a
2008 GMC Savana 12 Passenger Van with Red Holman GMC.
Approved Item 15, Approve the increase of purchase order number
68935 for bulk salt from Wayne County, Divisions of Roads.
Approved Jtem 18. Authorize the contract for carnival attractions
at the 2008 Liberty Fest and Fall Festival and approve the
extension of the Liberty Fest contract to 2009 contingent on a
successful 2008 Liberty Fest with an opt out clause for both parties
to be executed prior to July 14, 2008, with Skerbeck Brothers
Shows, Inc. Approved OTHER: Study session on Recycle Pilot,
Water Rates Study and Elected Compensation Tuesday, April 1,
2008 at T:00 p.m. in the Administration Building, 15t Floor, Board
Room, 1150 Canton Center 8., Canton, Michigan. ADJOURN:
Adjourned at 8:40 p.m. Approved. - Thomas J. Yack, Supervisor —
Terry G. Bennett, Clerk —
Copies of the complete texi of the Beard Minutes are available at the office of the Charter
. Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, during regular
business hours and can also be accessed through our web site www.canton-mi.org after
Board Approvai.
Publish: April 3, 2008
DEDBSFa154 - 212

Tree-lovers will again get a ‘throughout Michigan.
chanee to help-a good cause and Trees must be purchased with
buy a variety of trees through pre-paid orders by April 10 and
Global ReLeafl of Michigan. they can picked up at Capitol
The sale is open to the public, Park in Redford (a new site
with a variety of bare root trees  this year) from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
selected for hardiness and abil-  Saturday, April 26. The Redford
ity to prosper. site is one of 10 across Michigan

“They’re at a pretty low cost,”  with others offered in Troy,
said Gail McPherson of Global Grosse Pointe Park and else-
RelLeaf. Funds raised through where, Foresters will bie there to
the annual tree sale support share expert advice.
commuunity tree plantings To request an order form,

' CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable -
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter ‘Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 8. Canton Center Road
Canton, M1 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: April 3, 10 & 17, 2008 .
CEDRSISEN - 2425

Honeycrisp Apple.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, April 17,
2008 for the following:

FELLOWS CREEK G{)LF COURSE - GOLF CARS

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Depariment, on
our website at www.canton-mi.org, or you may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearty marked with the propesal name, company name,
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening.
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject amy or all
proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment
or the provision of services,

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publigh: April 3, 2008 EQBEG437G ~ x5

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
1150 S. CANTON CENTER RD.
CANTON, MI 48188

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be
sold at public auction, April 8, 2008 at 10:00 AM. -

The auction will be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix
Rd., Westland, ML 48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting

-bid is for towing and storage.

YEAR MAKE MODEL BODY VIN#
1999 Stuzuki Gr. Vitara 4Dr JS3TD62V3X4113300
1998 - Dodge Ram ~ Van 2BTHB11YOWK102414
2001 Saturn - L200 4Dr  1G8JUS2F01Y552036
1984 Ford F-150 P/U  1FTDF15Y3EL.AD93767
1996 Ford Escort 2Dr  3FASP11J5TR155526
1986 Ford Tempo 2Dr 1FABP19¥4GK129731
1992  Oldsmobile  Achieva 2 Dr 1G3NLI14DONM450683
1986 Ford F-350 PU  2FDJF37H4GCAB8090
1988 Lincoln Mark 7 4 Dr ILNBM93E0JY648543
1999 Ford Crn Vie 4Dr 2FAFP7AWIXX151286
2001 Chrysler Sebring 2Dr 4C3AG52H61E079262 -
1592 Velvo T 4D YV1JS8TOTN3074731
1986 Ford Pick Up P/U  1FTCF15N2GNAS6590
Publish: Aprit 3 & 6, 2008

) ' 0608504938 - 223

Publish: April 3 and April 10, 2008

EXTRA SPACE STORAGE

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, April 21st, 2008 @ 12:00 .
PM (Noon), Tate & Co. Auctioneers, Executive Administrater for
Fxtra Space Storage, will be offering for sale under that judicial
lien process by public auction, the following storage units. The
goods to be sold are generally described as household goods. The
terms of the sale will be cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves
the right to refuse any and all bids, The sale will be at the
following location: EXTRA SPACE STORAGE, 6729 N. CANTON
CENTER RD., CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12:00 PM.

D157 10x10 1 Bowflex, approx 20 Boxes of
misc. household goods, approx 3
totes of misc, household goods, 2
barstools, 1 CRT Television, 1
Vacunm, 1 Guitar Case, 1 Wood
Chest of Drawers; 1 plastic Chest,
Queen Size Bed/Box Springs/
Frame, Steel Shelving Unit, Case
of CD’s, Misc. Household Goods.
Circular Saw, 6ft Aluminum
Ladder, Wooden Buffet Table, 15+
totes of mise, household goods/
collectables, 100+ bozes of misc.
hounsehold goods and collectables.

Ray Schultz

Hester Barksdale .I316 10x10

DER594372_7x3.5

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CONSIDERATION OF JLM RESTAURANT, INC.
REQUESTING TO TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF
ESCROWED 2007 CLASS C LICENSED BUSINESS, WITH
SUNDAY SATES PERMIT, OUTDOOR SERVICE (1 AREA)
AND OFFICIAL PERMIT (FOOD), FROM NAN, INC.
LOCATED AT 6600 N. CANTON CENTER, CANTON,
MICHIGAN, 48187, CANTON TOWNSHIP, WAYNE COUNTY;
REQUESTING A NEW DANCE-ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Act 184 of the Public
Acts of 1943 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to
Liquor License Ordinance, Chapter 6, Article II of the Charter

-Township of Canton, that the Board of Trustees of the Charter

Township of Canton will hold a Publie Hearing on Tuesday,
April 22, 2008, in the Township Administration Building, Board

- Room, 1150 South Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan at 7:00

p-m. for the following purpose:

To hear and for testimony to consider and recommend an
action to the Michigan Liquor License Commission of the request of
JLM Restaurant, Inc. requesting to transfer ownership escrowed
2007 Class C Licensed Business, with Sunday Sales Permit,
Quidoor Service (I area) ar_ld Official Permit {foad}, from NAN, Inc.
located at 6600 N. Canton Center Road, Canton, Michigan, Canton
Township, Wayne County; requesting & new dance-entertainment
permlt

All interested citizens are encouraged to attend and will be offered
an opportunity at said hearing to voice any comments they may
have regarding this request. Written comments may also be
submitted to the Township Clerk’s Office at 1150 South Canton
Center Road, Caniton MI 48188 prior to the hearing date. -

Terry G. Bennett,
Canton Clerk

Publish: April 3, 2008

OEDRSHZTAS - 245.5
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press release states there are

$1.2 billion worth of unclaimed

. tax refunds for more than 1 million
people who failed to file their 2004
tax return. There are approximately
47,000 Michigan residents who
would be entitled to nearly $6¢0
million in tax refunds if they filed

* their return. To receive the money,
you must file your return by April
15, 2008. After April 15, your refund
goes to the U.S. Treasury. You still
have a few weeks to file your return
and receive a refund from 2004.

Unfortunately, when it comes to

taxes, there is always a caveat. If you
file your 2004 tax return and are
entitled to a refund, the IRS may not

send it if you have
not filed your 2005
d or 2006 returns.
Also, individuals
who have not filed

| taxreturns may

. not recetve their
economic stimulus
tax rebate from the
government until the
past returns have
been filed.

There is always a
sense of anxiety for
people who have not filed past tax
returns. They are worried that the
IRS or the state of Michigan will
catch up with them.

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

is to file past tax returns. Even if you
owe money, it is better for to file the
return — even thoungh it’s late — than
to have the state or the IRS contact
you. Both are easier to deal with
when you voluntarily come forth.

The IRS, in particular, is much easier
to deal with in waiving penalties or
strueturing a payment plan when you
voluntarily file.

Over the years, I've dealt with indi-
viduals who have not filed returns for
a number of years and then eventu-
ally come clean, They all said they felt
a sense of relief, even though many of
them owed taxes, interest and penal-
ties.

One note regarding tax refunds,

had an extension for their 2006 tax
return and filed in October 2007.
They have not received their refund

" and their assumption was since they
filed for an extension, the refund
would be delayed. My advice is to be
proactive. Go to the IRS Web site
(www.irs.gov) and click on “Where’s
my refund?” By entering some basic
information, you can check the status
of your refund.

In this case, the IRS had a wrong
address. The taxpayer corrected the
address and received the refund.

Although many are currently fil-
ing tax returns, a lot of taxpayers

" receive an extension. It is important
to remember that while extensions
are automatie, the extension to pay

File yourpast federal tax returns now, you'll feel better

recent Internal Revenue Service .

any tax owed is not. If you owe the
TRS money, you pay now rather than
Iater. If you do not, you can be forced
to pay interest and penalties.

I am often asked whether exten-

‘sions increase the risk of an audit.

The answer is no. What increases the
risk of audit is not filing an accurate
return — not including certain infor-
mation or mathematical errors, those
mistakes increase your risk of audit.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financiat adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
guestions at moneymatters@hometowniife.
com. for more information, visit Rick’s

Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.
com. You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

IRISH FLUTE PLAYER ON TAP

Seamus Tansey, the King of
the Concert Flute, performs at
8 p-m. Friday, April 4, at The
Gaelic League, 2068 Michigan
Ave., Detroit.

The cost is a $15 donation.
For more information, call
(313) 537-3489.

Tansey has won the All-
Ireland competition multiple
times. He’s made appearances
on Irish national television
since the 1950s. Tansey grew
up in the west of Ireland in the
1940s and ‘50s when economic
times were hard and food was
rationed. Tansey realized early
that he was one of the privi-
leged ivheritors of a mythical
and magica! legacy.

Tansey is an accomplished
traditional ballad singer, poet,
author, and verse speaker
as well as story teller in the
ancient Irish tradition.

Women to Work helps job hunters

The Women to Work pro-
gram at JVS will hold an infor-
mational meeting 9-11 a.m.
Tuesday, April 29, at its offices,
29699 Southfield Road, north

- of 12 Mile in Southfield.

Judy Richmond, Women to
Work coordinator, said, “This
is a program designed for
women who are highly moti-
vated to enter or re-enter the
workforce.” The vwomen will
be able to begin employment
immediately, she said.

There are no geographi-
cal restrictions, she said of
the program, which includes
womei who've been home car-
ing for family members. The
program fellowing the infor-
mational meeting will consist
of 10 sessions, starting May 6,
9 a.m. to noon Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

. Response has been good
with a lot of women from
Livonia and Canton area sign-
ing up for past sessions, she’s

The best way to remove the anxiety

HA.NDS

Save $7000 Minlmum
on any BA uniti!

|, r=ssst Make Everyday A Backyard Adventure!
A Save 30_40% Blg Beam Constmc_ﬁon'

100s Of Models! Best Prices!
Check The Competition & Save!

.... Factory Direct Units !
k Madison $ 799
Overlfook . $ 999
‘ Country Coittage 51,099
Limfed quanitios. Cascade §1.199:

On-line Catalog: dollhospital.com

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley, 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 Sun 12-4

Lifetime Warranties!

Ul-" TO

Savés600

On select DENTURE sets

Free Exam & X-ray

 There are no geographical

restrictions, she said of the
program, which includes women
who've been home caring for
family members.

"I recently met with someone who

" One covering costs for partici-

found. Women to Work cov-
ers resumes, interviews, job
search, stress management,
“identifying interests and apti-
tudes.”

Also covered are personal
style, and opportunities to
meet with employers directly.
If you plan to participate, call
Richmond at (248) 233-4232
in advance 1o register for the

Make Music Part of Your Life
by Enrolling Today!

* FREE denture consultation
» Same-day dentures with extraction
» Interest-free payment plans

« Most insurance accepted

Allcaredaire

New patients 18 or older (115 value) 2

Livonia 734522-3100-
Auburn Hills 248 335-5700

i}

- how to maintain employment

" bigger than ever” She’s had 16,

- professionals, with two attor-

You Are Invited
to a reception
Thursday, April 3, 2008 7pm - 9pm
Location:
The Inn at St. John’s
Golf & Conference Center
44045 Five Mile Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

Fully accredited by the NCA, ISACS and the State of Indiana

Howe students achieve
through self-confidence,
self-discipline, leadership,
respect and organization

1-888-GO-2-HOWE « (1-888-462-4693)

www.howemilitary.com

\. e

March 19 - April 13, 2008

informational meeting regis-
tration. _
There is no cost, with Charter

pants.
The program will cover
“Success in the Workplace” on

as well, she said. “My groups are

compared to eight-10 in the past.
“Obviously, it’s a sign of the
times.” There are also more

neys in the last group.

“It’s also a way for people to
prepare themselves as fully as
they can for a successful job
search,” she said.

- By Julie Brown

248-377-3300 www.mbtheatre.com

(omplete 10 Week Course

$2 *sasmm
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April 23 - May 18: Cindy Williams in “Nunsense™

Support literacy
programs in
Detroit-Windsor!
Purchase your book

online today!
PROCEEDS FROM BOOK SALES SUPPORT

PWES DETROTFWINDSOR CHAFTER
LITERACY PROGRAMS. '
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Visit www.ewidetrolitwindsor.org to leamn about how
you can get involved and for upcoming meelings.

Wecinesday, May 14, 2008
Past President Recogmtnon
5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Motor City Casino
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Prescribed burns wil
benefit native plants

Canton officials have decided to take some mnovatlve
measures to deal with the invasive plants that have run

. amok at two of the township’s natural areas.

~ sance plants.

" burns, which will be a first

The township board recently agreed to hire a con-
tractor to perform prescribed burns at the Sheldon and

Warren nature pond and along the Flodin Park nature °

trail. These prescribed or con-
trolled burns (intentionally set
fires) are an excellent manage-
ment tool for dealing with nui-

Conservationists have
long accepted the benefits
of controlied burns, but

it has been difficult to

get government officials
on board because of the
fear of the unknown and
fiabilities.

With the blessing of Leisure
Services, Municipal Services
and the Fire Department, the

in Canton, will probably take
place sometime in the early
summer. Give Canton officials
credit for trying this tech-
nique, which kind of goes against old stereotypes — there

will probably be people who questmn why anyone would

intentionally set a fire.

But prescribed burns have proven to be very effectwe
in fighting back invasive plants, such as phragmites and
purple loosestrife, which can choke out more desirable
native flora that provide more benefits to wildlife.

In one sense it seems like this is something cutting
‘edge, but truth be told Native American peoples were

practicing this before Europeans ever set foot in North
America. Conservationists have long accepted the ben-
efits of controlled burns, but it has been difficult 1o get
government officials on board because of the fear of the

" unknown and liabilities.

Obviously, these controlled burns should only be per-

. formed by professionals under the right conditions (i.e.,

you should not try this in your back yard).

According to Leigh Thurston of Municipal Services the
burns would consist of a light, controlled firé that would
barely penetrate the area’s surface. Burrowing animals,

. along with other wildlife, would be safe from the flames,

and ultimately benefit from them as native plants make a
comeback.
Fire is much more desirable than other options avail-

" able to township officials, including picking the nuisance

plants by hand (a daunting task to say the least) or using
herbicides, which can have many negative impacts on a
natural area.

So kudos to township officials for thinking outside the
box. Hopefully this will become a standard practice in
the future.

Focus:HOPE marks
40 years of service

For 40 years, Focus:HOPE has proven the wisdom of

that venerable Chinese saying, “Give 2 man a fish and

you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you
feed him for a lifetime.”

The Detroit organization grew from the ruins of the
1967 Detroit race riot. The Rev. William Cunningham
and Eleanor Josaitis co-founded Focus:HOPE with a
dream of bringing the area’s black and white residents
together for a brlghter future,

The organization’s  mission statement says it best
“Recognizing the dignity and beauty of every person,
we pledge intelligent and practical action to overcome
racism, poverty and injustice. And to build a metropoi-
itan community where all people may live in freedom,

" harmony, trust and affection. Black and white, yellow,

brown and red from Detroit and its suburbs of every
economic status, national origin and religious persua-
sion we join in this covenant.”

The key words are practical and intelligent — a hand
up, not just a handout. In addition to providing food
for the needy and a child care center, Focus:HOPE
provides an educational opportunity through numer-
ous programs that provide training, from helping high
school graduates upgrade their skills to a state-of-the-
art machinist training program to working with local
universities to provide a degree program in engineer-
ing.

Father Cunnmgham died in 1997. Later that same

year, a devastating tornado ripped through the orga-
nization’s Oakman Boulevard campus, causing more
than $18 million in damage.
" But with support from Detroit’s business community,
Josaitis and the Focus:HOPE board and staff perse-
vered. They continue to offer help and hope to people
from throughout metro Detroit.

We salute Josaitis and the organization she helped -

found and build. It is a bright beacon toward a better
future for our community.
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Temple argument is familiar

I read with interest the front page
article about the new Hindu Temple.
‘While the current one is a lovely build-
ing, I can understand residents’ con-
cerns over the unknown. As a 30-year
Canton resident and a member of St.
John Nenmann and now St. Thomas a’
Becket, I remember similar concerns
about parking issues, traffic jams,
buildings that would not blend in with
the existing houses, destruction of
wetlands, etc. As we all know, Canton
has benefited greatly from these two
“different” buildings and very few of us
remember the concerns when they were

Don't rubber stamp expansion

Bravo to the Canton Board of
Trustees, and the way they are han-
dling Canton Charter Academy’s {CCA)

request to put a second school at Ford

and Ridge roads.

1 live in the area, and the traffic is
absolutely a nightmare at the current
enroliment level,

Our neighborhood is a major “cut-
through” for the CCA parents. They
drive throngh at high speeds and in a

less-than-courteous fashion at the same

time our children are waiting for the
PCCS bus.

Once CCA doubles in size, the situ-
ation will become uniivable. Trying to
force the township’s hand into “rubber
stamping” their proposal is deplorable.
1 am glad that our Board of Trustees is
taking the time needed to investigate

“the issues for any new business com-

ing to Canton and especially one that

affects the Ford Road traffic sitnation.
1 was able to watch the replay of the

Canton Board of Trustees meeting .

. where CCA had invited all of their enr-

rent parents and wait-listed parents

to gpeak in support of the new school.
The CCA was not on the agenda so
there was no opportunity for those

who opposed the school to voice their
opinion. It was difficult to watch. The
comments made at this meeting were
very emotional, and few were based in
actual fact. Some speakers pleaded for
the-school, while several actually subily

threatened the board by reminding cer- .
tain board members that they had cast ~

their vote for them in the last election.
Many spoke very negatively about
PCCS and other public school systems,
claiming that CCA was more moral;
more suited to those with special needs;
and had more parent involvement than
PCCS. Several speakers actually stated
that one of Canton’s private schools (All
Saints) was at capacity (which it is not).
After watching the meeting, one would
have to wonder if CCA had provided

“talking points” for those in attendance.

Let’s support the schools that are
in Canton. We have many private and
public schools that are great places
for learning. If this second school

Ron Berglund
Canton

LETTERS

opens, for every student that would
attend PCCS and does attend CCA our
public schools lose about $7,200. If
truly 1,000-plus children are on the
wait list and the majority of them are
from Canton, this would mean a loss
of school funding of over $4.6 million
each school year. 1 support education

- choice and community improvements,

but not at the detriment to someone
else.

The Canton Board of Trustees shouid
continue on the path of waiting for
information and for MDOT before
they put this issue to vote. it is a poor
reflection on CCA to try to strong-arm
Canton into a decision.

Susan Shaw

‘Canton

Keep fighting for us, Sean

Canton High School freshman Sean
Fitzpatrick knows more about politics
and the state of this country than the
majority of us adults, a significant
number of who cannot even name their
congressional representative. Just when
1 am beginning to feel more cynical and
hopelessly pessimistic about this coun-
try’s future, I read about a remarkable
young man like Mr. Fitzpatrick who is
doing what he can to shine a light on
Thaddeus McCotter, the Congressman
from his district, through his insightful
blog, madatthad.blogspot.com.

What disturbs me most about law-
makers like McCotter, is that they are
intelligent and often have children,
and I wonder if they have ever asked
themselves if they would be willing to
sacrifice the lives of their own children:
for our dubious goals in Iraq. Why does
Rep. McCotter and his like-minded leg-
islators stubboraly ignore the potential-

. ly devastating threats to our planet, our

home, from global warming? Do they
not care what type of world the children
of today will inherit from ns?
Sean, keep shining your light on

Rep. McCotter and fighting for change.
Sadly, there are not enough adults out
there paying the type of attention to
national and international events as you
are. Don’t let our apathy dlscourage you
from your efforts.

Thaddeus J. Hejia

Canton

Lessons of Bear Stearns

Re: Rick Bloom’s article “Investors
can learn from Mistakes made by Bear
Stearns.” I appreciate Bloom’s spin to
extract some wholesome lessons from
this sordid episode, but the real lesson
is quite different from what he portrays.

Bloom happily forgets to mention

. that although it’s the Bear Stearns CEO

who made the bad decisions, the deal he
struck with JP Morgan and the Federal

. Reserve still lets him keep his coshy

job, his golden parachute, plus about
$55 million. It'’s the employees who lost
their jobs and all their retirement ben-

efits and the value of their stock.
We're supposed to have a capitalistic
system. We have unlimited opportunity

‘to succeed, and unlimited opportunity

to fail. If we succeed we enjoy the fruits
of our labor. If we fail, we take it on the
chin like a man, and move on. That’s
how it is supposed to be.

But there’s a big difference WHO
fails. That's where the real lesson is.
If you have to fail in America, be a big
time CEO and go with a spectacular
bang. Then the Federal Reserve will
work gvertime to rescue you from the
capitalistic system and let you keep
your job, your retirement benefits and
the company expense account. You
understand it’s doing all this not to save
you personally, but io avoid a credit
crunch, a market meltdown and world-

" wide panic. But if you're a small-time-

homeowner who can’t pay his morigage,
you're just plain out of uck. Take it on
the chin like a man and move on!
Desi Namoorkaran
Canton

Digging for facts

1 just read the letter to the editor
from Bill Piner, complaining about
the Observer story on Alex Letkemann
passing a polygraph test, and I have to
wonder; what is he so upset about?

1 don’t remember a letter from him
complaining zbout the media being a
“PR agent” for the prosecutor, when
they were splashing “Thrill Xili* all
over the place. The prosecutor’s office
then promptly sought 2 gag order keep-
ing anyone responsible from respond-

" ing. Where was the moral outrage then?

1, for one, am glad that the Observer
is digging for facts that we would not
otherwise hear about. Polygraph tests,
while not adnissible in court, are rou-

‘tinely used by investigators AND pros-

ecutors to preclude suspecis or point
them in the right direction. Why not
now? This is a valid question that will
NOT be answered in court.
' J. Brinemor
Plymouth

SHARE YQUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content. .

Mail:

Letters to the editor .
Canton Observer
1100 South Main
Plymouth, Mi 48170

Fa#: :
{734) 459-4224

E-mail:
kkuban@hometownlife.com

OIIOTABLE

“We have been tofd this tournament will have a $40 million impact on the area. We could get 600 new beop’le every
day for nearly three months. These women will spend money on hotels, food and entertainment.”

- Joyce Silagy, Leadership Canton member, discussing the upcoming women s championships of the United States
Bowling Congress to be held at Canton’s Super Bowi
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It's time to embrace pluralism
to make a stronger community

et’s face it. We've changed. In the last 30 years, we've
seen America transform from a presumed “Christian
itry” to become the most religiously diverse nation
in the world. And the experience here in Canton has been
even more dramatic. We've grown from a small farming
town witha populatmn of only 5,300 in 1961 to become
one of the largest communities in western
Wayne County with-a population esti-
' mated to be over $2,000. Today, 15 per-
cent of our neighbors were born outside of
the U.S. and 20 percent speak a language
other than English in their homes. We

truly are a multicultural community.
i The recent public debate about the
rebuilding of Canton's original Hindue-
Temple offers us the opportunity to pause
for a moment and absorb what all of this
change means to us — as individuals and’
asa comnmmty We have a choice to make. How do we
want to respond to our growing diversity? Our township
leaders are doing their part — they've established com-
mittees and brought people together to foster an open
exchange between cultures. We see results of these efforts
at Liberty ¥est, the new Fusion Festival and in many other
public forums. But, are we, as individuals, doing our part?
Are we keeping an open mind and offering an open heart?
Or, is our fear of change causing us to shut down and to
shut out those who are not like us?
. Asawhite middle-aged woman I realize that my
. perspective is shaped by being a mermber of the current
majority and that my viewpoint is unigue to me and my
experience. But it does seemn to me, however, that the
Hindu Temple was just fine as long as there was no hint of
Indian architectural detail — as long as it looked like any
other building in the area with no unique cultural identity.
While I sure don't presume to know any other person’s
private motivations, 'm concerned that recent objections
to the erection of a traditional Indian-inspired Hindu
temple could be interpreted as thinly-masked prejudices
expressed throngh challenges to zoning laws, concerns -
over potential increases in traftic, and outright rejection of
the proposed architecture.

While I don't have an intimate knowledge of all facets
of this project nor of every aspect of the public debate, it
is my understanding that the proposed temple rebuild
meets all township zoning ordinances and was approved
by the Planning Commission at their February meeting,
Final approval was expected at the March 25 Board of
Trustees meeting, but the project was removed from the
agenda due to a new threat of litigation from the nearby
community. While it’s generally held that the threatened
lawsuit will have no grounds and would have no hope of
winning, if filed, it could result in 4 significant delay to the
project. Is it right to threaten a frivolous lawsuit and delay

_ tradmons of Asia and the Middle East.

Nancy Richter peoples?

" exarnple of true engagement.

religion.

outgrowth of the Ploralism Project originated by Diana
Eck at Harvard University. The Pluralism Project isa

decade-long research project aimed at studying the new
religious diversity of the U.S. through research and out-
reach; it is particularly focused on studymg the religious

As a participant in the Worldviews Seminar, I was
warmly greeted into many places of worship that T had
not known were in my own community — places of wor-
ship that I drove by every day without even noticing. Did
you know that within a 15-minute drive from the Summit
you can visit a Sikh gurdwara, a Buddhist Vihara, a Hindu
temple, a Jain Temple, a Jewish synagogue, a Muslim
mosque, an Antiochian Orthodox Church and 2 health
and family services agency serving American indigenous

At each of these site visits, I was struck by the accepting
openness of those who warmly welcomed me into their
house of worship. They wanted fo be understood and they
wanted to understand me. Essernitially, they want to engage
the principles of pluralism. What is pluralism? Well, there
are basically four key principles that define it.

First, pluralisin is not synonymous with diversity.
Diversity exists — it is. Pluralism promotes an energetic
engagement with diversity. It encourages interaction
among people of differing cuttures. I think the first Fusion
Festival that was funded by the Partnership for the Aris
and recently presenied by Orchestra Canton is an excellent

Second, pluralism promotes active seeking of under-

standing across lines of difference. While some may say

* that tolerance is a key component of cuttural understand-
ing, pluralism considers the concept of tolerance to be fun-
daméntally flawed as there is an inherent assumption of
inequality — even a presumptive “putting up with” some-
one we may otherwise find irritating or unpleasant.

Third, pluralism is the genuine encounter of com-
mitments. This is, pethaps, one of the most challenging
aspects of pluralism as it respects that everyone has a right
to their religious, or nonreligious, views and beliefs. This
can be threatening because some may think that their
acceptance of another’s religion somehow weakens their
own religious tradition. A community built upon pluralism
is one that acknowledges the deep differences that exists
bétween us, yet seeks to draw strength from our differ-
ences. Lastly, pluralism is based upon U.S. constitutional
principles outlined in the First Amendment guaranteeing
that there shall be no establishment of a national religion
and that every one of us has the right to the free exercise of

While this may sound like an academic exercise, I do
believe each of us has the opportunity every day — at
Meijer, at the library, at the Summit, or while we walk
around our own blocks -~ to truly reach acrossour cul-

he fact that taxes are the price we
pay for a civil society notwith-
standing, most of us flinch when
the taxman cometh. Good schools,a
corrections system, adequate public
infrastructure and many other good
things done with public dollars do not
mitigate the resent-
ment engendered by
an unfair tax code and
by way or example, the
gasoline tax,

In Michigan the fed-
eral gasoline tax is 18
cents per gallon while
£ the statelevies an
Al Churchill additional 19 cents per
oo s Vlon, Add to that 16
cents of sales tax when

the retall price of gasoline is $3.08 a
gallon and the total tax extracted is

a whopping 53 cents per gallon or 21
percent of a $2.50 wholesale price.
According to the Tax Foundation,
Michigan levies the fifth highest gaso-
line tax in the nation. -

Gasoline is no longer a luxury. tisa
costly necessity because people do not
generally live close to where they want
o go. They do not walk to work; they
drive. School districts spend enor-
mous amounts of money on buses and
gasoline because children live far from
schools. Children require transporta-
tion to sporting events, libraries and

-other dfter-school activities. Shopping
and entertainment opportunities are
often present only beyond walking
distance.

‘We no longer live in small, self-
sufficieni communities where our
friends and life’s amenities are close-
by. Modern existence is dependent
upon energy and gasoline, like food,
is essential to survival. Like food, it

Beyond that, the gasoline tax is
regressive in that low and middle
income taxpayers pay a higher portion
of their income for gasoline and sale
taxes than high income taxpayers. At a
time when gasoline seems headed for
$4 a gallon, a burdensome tax on gas
and a tax system that is regressive to
begin with is intolerable,

Let’s provide some context.

shouid be free of all forms of taxation. )

Replace regressive fuel fees with
fairer graduated income tax rate

percent.

By way of contrast, the Institute on
Taxation and Economic Policy finds
the Michigan tax system to be a mat-
ter of “soak the poor and middle class,
spare the wealthy.” According to the
ITEP, “the state and local tax rate on
the wealthiest 1 percent of Michigan
families, with average incomes of
$828,000, is 5 percent.” The average
iax rate on middle income families,
those making between $29,000 and
$48,000, 15 10.8 percent and the poor-

" est among us, those making less than

$16,000, pay over two and a half times
the rate of the very wealthy, 13.3 per-
cent. All in all, Michigan’s tax system
is aiong the 10 most regressive in the
country.

Few would call a tax system fair if
middle class and low-income citizens
paid a higher portion of their income
in taxes than the wealthiest among
us. Yet, that is exactly what we do in
Michigan and doing so reduces the
standard of living of those taxed the
most. Even an alleged fairness built
into Michigan’s flat rate income tax
is illusory. Those who argue that an
equal share across the board is reason-
able ignore the fact that doing so has
different consequences for different
income groups.

Low-income families spend most of
their income just to attain a minimum
level of physical and mental comfort.
Even middle-income families spend
most of their earnings to achieve a
reasonably comfortable standard of
living with, perhaps, a couple of weeks
of vacation thrown in. A tax on these
groups can directly diminish their
quality of life. By comparison, the
same tax rate will scarcely affect the
daily life of the wealthiest families,
Unlike low- and middle-incoroe fami-
lies, the impact on the quality of life of
wealthy families is minimal.

On the other hand, a fair tax system
maintains that citizen contributions
to government $ervices be based on an
ability to pay. Low-income people can’
be exempted entirely and rates can be

- graduated higher as income rises. The

level of taxation that citizens experi-
ence would be relate to what they can

afford, not necessarily what they earn.
Clearly, discretionary income has been
shifting dramatically upward and
away from America’s middle class.
That reality oughl to be incorporated

Today, fewer and fewer are pocket-
ing a larger and larger share of the
nation’s income and wealth. Between
1974 and 2004, the most affluent 20
percent has seen its income grow by

a new house of worship for more than 700 members of this
temple?

- I'm wondering if we couldn’t, as individuals and as

a community, approach our cultural divides in a less
confrontational, more constructive manner. I sure dont

tural divides and build bridges to sirengthen our commu-
nity. We have many opportunities to engage the principles
of pluralism. I'm hopeful that the new Hinda Temple wiil
be built on schedule and T look forward to a beautiful new
building that forthrightly expresses the cultural heritage of

those who will worship there.
We've changed. Let’s embrace it.

profess to have all the answers, nor do I want to appear to
be preaching to my neighbers, but I do think we need to
consider a different approach. A few years ago I partici-
pated in a unigue effort offered through the University of
- Michigan-Dearborn’s Center for the Study of Religion &

Saciety. It is known as the Worldviews Seminar andisan  of publicart.

Nancy Richter has fived in Canton for seven years and is active in the
Women's Giving Circle, The Partnershlp for the Arts, and is a supporter

64 percent. During the same period,
middle America has seen its income
modestly grow by 23 percent. The
lowest 20 percent has grown only 3
percent. Since 1979 the richest 1 per-
cent has seen its income growby 184 -

Please join us every Saturday during the month of
April and May at 2:00p.m. for our

ion ring with a fun filled game of
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into the tax code. A graduated tax

" rate, like a consumption tax on luxu-

ries, is not only fairer, it’s immensely
more logical.

-Af Churchill-s a Livonia resident.

== Schoolcraft Colle e
W 734-462-4400


http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.americanhouse.com

Am *) Observer & Eccetric | Thursday, i :
Www.hometownlife.com -

Al

Welcome Spring! - £
- Joe's Fresh Cut
Spring Bougquets
Starting ot $8.99
Hydrangeas o
at $9099 - ;j

: Str’ling

Jumbo - Driscolls = £ Jumbo <\ _Joe’s

California California California Canned

| . Tomayt
. Strawberries R Qloes
Broccoli - > Cauliflower 2/43
‘ $2.99 1 1. pkg ™\ S aityr 20

2/*3.00 2/*4.00 variti

Florida .\ “Jumbo” 7/
Mild and Sweet Fresh

Jellies and - " Farmers Best ' CalifOI'llia
Spreads Red Peppers . .
-- omaine Hear

P
- $92.99 ea. <
A%l anﬂes \ 254.00 *1.49 b. pkgd > 2/°4.00

Boarshead Dietz & Watson Joe's Special
Black Forest Ham Virginia Gourmet Sahlens %Z%lg:;)ouse Ham

= ' $6.99 Ib. Lite Ham .
yeerdammer < Oven Gold Turkey _ 6.9 1 [ Oy pord Salami
S 90, 6.991b. Gourmergricken < Krakus Polish Ham
ook, N Muenster Cheese *4.99 In. » Oafd ]b. $4.99 1.

Charles Smith’s
_ Holy Cow

sSacred C Riesling Holy Cow Chardonnay /  “pfep]ot

$7.1§9”*DW / $12.99 . '$12.99 $]_2.99

Charles Smith’s
Kung Fu Girl Charles Smith’s

! . Mooove over typical Chardonnays.
MagiipBeer S\ pearon e rhyeelest, 7 Thisisanother unigue Ohvard Great Balance Lush Berry

™\, Juicy Fruit from Walla Walla,
for this Michigan Pear & Minerals, Great Food Wine from Charles Shaw 5. Washington. Incredible!

NV e Joe’s
Tortilla 7 Ppecan Crusted
Tilapia > Chicken Breast -

$4.99 ea. $6.99 b,

An American pring - Raspberry
Apple Pie . Cookies |

6,990 7 $2.99.. < *19.99.. <%

Stacy’s Deming's Peace

, Pita Chips o> g jockeye Cereals

2/$4.00 ' $2.99$4ea. 14 0z, $3.99

. S 000 L3 -
While SuppliesLast -~ _ %, All Varieties

Byrds Choice Meats|

Ground Round Flank Steak Or Lamb Lean & Meéj:y
Beef Patties =~ London Broil Patties Country Ribs

$1.50 ot 749w *4.98mn ._$3.191‘b;

Walking distance 248-4"78-8680 * 33066 W. Seven Mile  piicessor Byrd's

from Joe's! Byrds Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm * Sun 9-§ Good thru April 9, 2008

Come in fo dJoe's... for a wide selection of fresh fruits & vegeiobles, : % Prices Good
Joe's also offers & variety of domestic and imported wines & cheeses, A;;’fgf‘ggég
- Be sure to stop by our Deli & Prepared Depts. and chopse
from o vartely of ilems. Also check out our new Cafe Dept, and Sos's Hours:
gef g gourmet specialiy drink brewed especially for you. g;?g@aﬁg
Don't see what you wani? Just ask any sales usspeiate. ' Hun 9b
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