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AW Presldent Ron Gettelftnger who
fives in Canton, will speak at the Canton
Economic Club's Wednesday luncheon.

Economic
Club returns
after 5-year
hiatus

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

After an extended hiatus, the
Canton Economic Club has got-
ten its revitalization off to a run-
ning start with Ron Gettelfinger.

The United Auto Workers
president will be the featured
guest speaker at the club’s semi-
annual luncheon on Wednesday
at Summit on the Park.

“Most of s are tied and wed-
ded to the auto industry so to
have the president of the UAW
meet with us is awesome,” said
Township Supervisor Tom Yack,
who has led the resurgence of the
club. “Every once and a while, 1
think back to something we did-
before and sometimes the merzo-
ries are good and sometimes they
are bad. With this, I had really
good thonghts about what we
did.”

The club was previously under
the umbrella of the Canton
Community Foundation and, at
one time, had a formal structure.
Tt eventually evolved into a casual

Please see CLUB, A8
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BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A lively shopping district +
45,000 women = cha-ching.

The women's champion-
ships of the United States

the township and Leadership
Canton is ready.

“We have been told this
tournament will have a $40
million impact on the area,”
said Leadership Canton mem-
ber Joyce Silagy. “We could get
600 new people everyday for
nearly three months. These

‘Road just east of Canton
Bowling Congress is coming to -

COURTESY OF UNITED STATES BOWLING CONGRESS
More than 7,000 bowling teams wilf participate in the women's championships of the United States Bowling Congress.

Cha-ching
a-ching!
Bowling tournamenft\-expected
to get local economy rolling

women will spend money on
hotels, food and entertain-
ment.”

To kick start the 88- day
tournament, which will take
place at Super Bowl-on Ford

Center, Leadership Canton
has created the Pins on Parade
program.

Sixteen decorated, oversized
fiberglass bowling pins will be
planted along Ford Road inter-
sections starting in early April.

“We are trying to give the Artist Tom Messing of Ypsilanti stands with the bowling
pin he painted for Connection Church, as part of
Please see BOWLING, A8 Leadership Canton’s Pins on Parade program.

Roadhouse comes to the rescue of patrons holding gift cards from Corral

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Erie Hughes is encouraging a
move from the corral to the road-
house.

In response to the closure of
Canton’s Texas Corral Grill &
Saloon, Hughes, the managing
partner of Texas Roadhouse in
Westland, is offering diners a
chance to redeem Texas Corral
gift cards at his eatery.

The nearest Texas Corral is
about two hours from Canton.

“People have told us they are
happy we are able to do some-
thing for them,” Hughes said.

The Westland restaurant,
36750 Ford Road, along with
the Texas Roadhouse location in
Taylor are accepting gift cards
from Texas Corral, Mountain
Jacks and Don Pablo’s, which has
also closed its Canton location on

Ford Road.

1n bringing 2 card to Texas
Roadhouse, the amount will be
verified and for every $5 on the
card, $5 Roadhouse vouchers will
be issued. Hughes said customers
can redeent up to $10 at a time.

“Alot of people are ticked off
that they made gift card purchas-
es and that these places aren’t
around,” Hughes said, adding that

‘'he's already gotien cards from

Texas Corral.

Canton resident Ken Glantz
boughta $50 gift card from the
Corral a week before it closed.

“Somebody should have told
me they were leaving,” he said,
before taking down the Westland
Roadhouse’s number. :

For more information, call
(734) 729-4570.

tiparks@hometowniife.com
(734) 459-2700

u . TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Canton's Eric Hughes, one of three managers at Texas Roadhouse on Ford Road in Westland, will
honor gift certificates from the recently closed Texas Corraf and Don Pablo's restaurants, as well

as Mountain Jacks.

New system
would speed
school alerts

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton Schools is
among a consortinm of six area
school districts which will share
a federal grant of $570,000 to be
partially spent on an emergency
alert system which will enable
them to contact parents and
school staff simultaneously and
within minutes of an emergency
situation, such as a lockdown or
evacuation.

According to Bob Hayés,
director of student services for
Plymouth-Canton Schools, nearly
$100,000 of the total will be used
for the new communications tool,
which will allow the school dis-
tricts to call parents and second-
ary contacts in case of a district-
wide emergency, power outages,
notification of snow days and
reminders about parent-teacher
conferences.

“If there’s an emergency, we can
have the information out immedi-

.ately,” said Hayes. “Not only will

it stop a.lot of the incoming phone
calls to the district, but alleviate
the fears of parents.”

Plymouth-Canton will share
the Readiness and Emergency
Management for Schools Grant
from the U.S. Department of
Education with Northville, Walled
Lake, Huron Valley, South Lyon
and West Bloomfieid. The grant
will eover the cost of the emer-
gency notification system for the
remainder of this school year and
all of next year. District officials
believe PCCS will be able to renew
the grant to continue the service
beyond the 2008-09 school year,

A number of districts through-
out the state are already using a
similar notification system.

“On a particular snow day we
sent over 3,000 calls to our staff,

parents and students in just two

minutes,” said Judy Considine,
South Redford Schools spokes-
woman. “We've also used it to
send out reminder calls to parents
ahout parent-teacher conferences
and PTO meetings. The system
also allows us to make calls to
parents if their child has been
marked absent.”

Kerri Huckestein of Redford
Township, a Scuth Redford
schools parent, said the notifica-
tion system has been invaluable.

“When we had an unexpected
snow day a lot of parents thought
the band booster spaghetti dinner
furid-raiser weuld also be can-
celed,” said Huckestein, “We did
a fan-out using the notification
system and the dinner was a huge
success. It would have been nearly
impossible to contact all those
people by phone.”

Plymouth-Canton officials are
hopeful of having the new commu-
nications system, which can also
send messages via e-mail, opera-
tional before the end of the school
year.

thruscate®hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
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architect-designed  colonial on  highly desirable
"LIGHTHOUSE COURT". A refreshing floor plan
embracing all the desired rooms. Expansive foyer with

{ -open wood staircase, Pella windows, FR. with FP,, over- ;

sized 1st floor laundry, expansive library, ete.
| FASTIDIOUSLY MAINTAINED! $425,000. (734) 649-2175.
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| AROUND CANTON |

Winter Guard World, Winter
Drumtine will all perform at
the special performance. The
Winter Ensembles are com-
prised of students of Plymouth-
Canton Education Park and the
music program. All three teams
are active in the 2008 competi-
tion season, where they have
received numerous accolades
‘for their programs.

Winter Pee Wee and Junior
Guard is comprised of elemen-
tary and middle school students
who participated in a special
workshop hosted by the Winter
Guard Program and director
Jennifer Leseth.

Women wanted

‘The Canton Business and
Professional Women will meet
from 6-8:30 p.m., Monday,
April at Palermo’s Restaurant,

* 44938 Ford Road, Canton.

Dinner will be served.

Guest speaker will be Lisa
Mininni, Canton authoer of “Me,
Myself and Why? The Secrets
of Navigating Change.”

The goal of the group is
to promote full participa-
tion, equity and economic
self-sufficiency for America’s
working women. They hold
monthly meetings. For More
Information please coniact:
June Nicholas at (313) 610 2561
or via e-mail at junenicholas@
comcast.net. Please RSV? for
this meeting. :

Historical Society
presentation

The Canton Historical
Society will host its 2nd in a
series of speakers at 7 p.m.,
April 9th at the Cherry Hill
School on the corner of Cherry
Hill and Ridge roads. The
guest speaker will be society
" trustee Larry Afnold who
will present “Lydia Pinkham
and Patent Medicine Frauds,”
which is about a remarkable
wotman and offers a humor-
ous look at the rampant patent

encouraged to attend the
Canton-Senior Center’s Visakhi
Event on Wednesday, April

2, 2008 from 12:30-2 p.m.

in the Sumnut on the Park’s
Maple Room located at 46000
Summit Park_way This new
program celebrates Visakhi,
a seasotral festival popular in
India that takes place right
after winter, Traditionally, the
festival was ¢elebrated as the
harbinger of happiness and
plenty being closely connected
with harvesting, To ward off
malignant spirits Tuinous to
the harvest, a ritual dance pre-
ceded the festivities.

Come learn about the Indian
celebration of the birth of the
Sikh faith and the beginning
of spring at this free event. The
featured speaker will be area
resident, [qbal Bhan. From the
colorful clothing to the deli-
cious desserts, you will have
alovely afternoon. Although
there is no admission required
1o attend, 1t is asked that you
please register at the Senior
Center Front Desk. For niore
information on this Visakhi
Celebration, hosted by Canton
Leisure Services’ Senior Center,
visit leisure.canton-mi.org call
(734) 394-5485.

Dingell to Lead ﬁealthcare
forum

U.S. Rep John D, Dingell (D-
Michigan) has 1nv1tt;d health-
care experts to take partina
hearing on the state of health-
care at 2 p.m.;Friday, March
28 at Romulus City Council
Chambers, 11111 Wayne Road,
Romulus. The Congressman
will hear from three panels at
the hearing: one on community
health centers, a second on the
United Auto Workers” (UAW)
Voluntary Fmployee Benefit
Association deal, and then a
third on the work of some of the
local hospitals. :

The event will mifror a
Congressional hearing in

tables and racks full of great
finds for babies, toddlers and
kids will be available, as well
as several “large item rooms”
full of strollers, cribs, car seats;
exersaucers, large toys, ete.
Admission is $1. Those shop-
ping with strollers will b
admitted after 10 a.m:

St Thomas a” Becket Church
is at 555 South Lilley Road,
Canton. For more information
contact the church at (734) 981-
1333 or visit their Web site at
http://kirstemoline.com/mom-
2mom.html.

Mom to mom sale

Connection Church (formally
Tri-City Christian) in Canton is
having its Spring Mom to Mom
Sale on Saturday, April 5, at
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m, Table rentals
are.sold to capacity with more

.than 75 moms selling their kids’

clothes, toys, baby equipment,

‘etc. There is a $1 admission.

Connection Church is located at
3855 Sheldon Road in Canton,
just north of Michigan Avenue.
For more info, please e-mail
mom2momsale@yahoo.com.

Cultural art grants

In preparation for the 2008-
2008 Village Theater season
beginning in September of
this year, the Partnership
for the Arts and Humanities
(Partnership) is now accepting
grant request applications for.
cultiiral art initiatives in the
Canton community. Originally
formed to help raise money to
build the Village Theater at
Cherry Hill, the Partrership is
a relatively new nonprofit that
has spent the last few years
refocusing its efforts on provid-
ing financial support to local
cultural arts groups and activi-
ties in Canton through a grant
making process.

In past years, grantshave _
been given to local perform-

- ing art groups like Ever After

Youth Theater and Spotlight
Players, musical and vocal

PoStR Patio

e "
]
]

874 Ann Arbor Road, West
Plymouth, MI 48170

3500 Pontiac Trail
Ann Arbor, Mt 48105

'BOTH STORES WILL BE CLOSED UNTIL FRIDAYTO MARK DOWN PRICES!

< 12 Furniture

~ Salespeaple

¢ 8 Furniture
Handlers

¢ 8 Cashiers

Apply at either store
Monday, March 31st
~at1lam.

- MESSAGE FROM THE OWNER -

After 45 years, Cornwell Pool & Patio is in the process.
of making major changes to our two stores. We are
selling our entire present stock of available floor
samples and warehouse stock to reduce and balance
our inventories. We must make room for new spring
orders which are arriving daily and will be inciuded in
this Sale. OUR TWO STORES ARE NOW CLOSED to mark

down prices.

Over FOUR MILLION BOLLARS of the

Midwest’s largest selection of pool supptlies and patio
furniture, will be sold at spectacular savings. THESE
FLOOR SAMPLES MUST BE SOLD. During this sale period,
you will also be offered special savings on custom

orders,

Everything will be plainly marked with sale

tags for your convenience! We will open to the general

public on Friday, April 4th.

See Thursday’s
~ Newspaper For Detalls'

SALE BEGINS FRIDAY, APRIL 4™ AT 10 A.M.

LEOD5BA0HS

Perinit #

ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY!
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| "Company’ is coming

Cast members Stefanie Mallasch, David Zolotarchuk, Sue Schuler, Kevin
Branshaw, Matt Camieron, and Aflison Soranno clown around during
rehearsals for the Stephen Sondheim musical, Company,” to be performed
by incal theater company The Spotlight Players April 25, 26, 27 and May 2,
3,4, 9,10 at the Village Theater at Cherry Hill. Company, which was first
staged in 1970 and won several Tony Awards, revolves around the (ife the
single Robert, a charming New Yorker who thinks he has everything &¥$8211;
friends, family life, and all the girls he could want. However, he realizes
committing to someone is what makes life worth living. “it"s not performed
that often any more, hut it still has such resonance in our go-go-go lives.
How people connect meaningfully is such a core theme to this piece that

| think audiences will find revelatory,” said actor Roy Sexton, who plays
Robert. Ticket prices are $18 for aduits, and $16 for seniors and children
under 18. Cafl for group sales. To order tickets call (734) 394-5460 or (734)
394-5300 or online at www.spotlightpiayers.net.

groups like Orchestra Canton,

"the Canton Community Band

and Canton Community
Chorus, Additionalty, the
Partnership provides a large
amount of funding for national
and regional acts brought to
the Village Theater throughout
each season. Some of the most
notable have been comedian

- John Heffron, literary giant

David Sedaris and groups
like Capitol Steps and The

: Lettermen Part of its funding

Canton—pm
focus on the dlver51ty m our.
community.

“When choosing a place
to call home, manyconsider ~ -
the quality of schools, driv-
ing distance to and from work
and even the style of housihg
offered in a community; few
offer the depth that Canton has
in its eultural arts offerings”
said Elizabeth Knoll, Executive
Director of the Partnership..
“We hope to generate enough"‘
philanthropy each year to cor
tinue to support the arts in our
commuity.” For more informa-
tion on obtaining a grant from
the Partnership for the'Arts.

aB‘out jsspes that -
tothem a.nd'thelr ﬁamﬂl ,

job’ as a state representative:
Cornvgau said. “It's important .
for me to hear from residents™

and Humanities or to sapport
the mission of the organiza- -
tion by making a financial gift,
please log on t6 www.partner-
shipforarts.org or call (734) -
765-7061. '

Corriveau coffee hour

State Rep. Marc Corriveau
(D-Northville) invites residents
to talk over a cup of coffee dur-
ing an evening coffee hour at
Parthenon Coney Island and
Restaurant stariing at 6 pm
on Monday, March 31 :

-"I‘aikwg with:

avery important part of my

so T can continue to do-a-good

job of représenting them in the B

capitol.”
Parthenon Coney Island and
Restaurasit is located at 39910

Ford Road in Canton.
" If your business or érganiza- -
- tion would like to'schedule an
-event with Corriveau, please

contact his 6ffice:at 1870
20TH-REP (208- 4737)

-“;"ar»ta‘ when ordering, ; Addmonal

" offers will e available soon: For

- ‘thoreinformation aboirt these
ﬁmd—raisers, mchJ.dmg download-
ing fliers, and how you can volun-
‘teer, please visit the group’s Web

- Senior Party

Www.hometownlife.com
Music performance medicine industry in the early  the sense that witnesses will Rotary poker tournament
1900s before the Foodand ~ be providing testimony to : g .
The Plymouth-Canton’ ~ Drug Administration came into  Congressman Dingell, which he The Canton Rotary Club will

- Winter Guard teams and , < bemg may follow up mth questmns if - host a poker tournament fund-

- Winter Diumline will per- _ - For more information contact timeallows. - : raiser on March 29 at the Hickory
form a special performance " - the Canton Historical Society - M "t 'M | ‘Creek Golf Club, on Ridge Road
for community at large at 7 Museum at (734) 397-0088 or Gm o em Sﬁ e north of Ford Road. Registration
p-m., Wednesday April 2 atthe - visit their Web site at www.can- St. ‘Thomas @ Bei’ik ‘begins at 5 p.m., and the game
Plymouth High School gymna-  tonhistoricalsociety.org. “Mor-to-Mom Sale” will ber: starts at 6 p.m. The cost to play is
stumi.~ : Senior | d festival on Saturday, April 12.from 9. %50, Rebuys and add-ons are $40

The: PCMB Winter ' enior Indian festiva a.m.-noon in the chureh gym Jor the first hour. Prize money will
Ensembles — Winter Guard A, Community members are and classrooms. More than 70 be paid out to top eight players.

After all payouts, all additional
money will be used hy the Rotary

.. Chub for service in the community.

For more information, contact
Ken Beardsly at (734) 844-1901.

| PCEP senior party

preparations

The PCEP Senior Party com-
mittee has several upcoring
fund-raisers planned.

Max & Frma’s on Canton
Center near Ford Road in Canton
is hosting a fund-raiser on
Wednesday, April 2 and wili be
donating 20 percent of each tab
that presents a flyer. Jet’s Pizza
will be donating 20 percent of
each tab that presents the flyer
for the entire month of April at
five locations in the Plymouth and
Canton area. Southern Living at

. Home consultant Parn Uller will

be donating 25 percent of each
product purchased now through
April 25, Mention Senior Party
when ordering. Longaberger
Basket consultant Laurie Maltby
will be donating 25 percent of
each Graduation Basket pur-
chased now through April 25.
Mention Senior Party when order-
ing.

Mary Kay consultant Lisa
Sawchuk will be donating 25 per-
cent of each product purchased
now through April 25. Mention
Senior Party when ordering,
Coffee Express Company will be
oﬂ’emng fresh ground coffee in.

siteat Ittp:/fpeepO8seniorparty.
blogspot.com. Students purchas-
ing advance tickets:will be éntered
into a‘drawing to win a Wii game’
system. Tickets may be ordered by
mail by sending a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to Karen

. Movsésian at 44123 Sheridan

Street, €anton, 48187, Make
$35° chick payableto PCEP -

An excepbonal home-like settmg for Actwe/AIert |
Memory Imﬁalred Frail/Recovering and Alzhefmer s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Planned Activities

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
-Medication Management

~-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-incontinence Management

~-Beauty & Barber Shop
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Glenn students give 110 percent to ‘High School M usical

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For Dayna Krushlin and
Megan Walker, it was a given
that they would be the assis-
tant directors of John Glenn
High School’s spring mnsical.
They were the only students
in Sheri Grove's drama direct-
ing class who wrote the essays
needed to earn the coveted
positions.

But there also was some
planning that went into land-
ing what most likely are the
prime jobs on what is turning
out to be the biggest produc-
tion in Grove's 13 years at the
Westland high school.

“We passed up being play
directors to be the musical
directors,” said Krushlin. “This
is bigger and better and we can
dance.”

The bigger and better is the
stage production of Disney’s
High School Musical which will
be presented April 10-12 at the
Westland high school. Seventy
students are working on the .
production, a modern retelling
of Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet. .

“We did the planning for it
in the fall and the calls started
coming in,” said Grove. “For the
kids, knowing they’re in a show
people want to see has been
exciting,”

“We just found out the mayor
bought tickets,” said Krushlin.
“It’s kind of cool. We never -

. really had anyone come, only
our parents and friends.”

The play has a cast of 40 and
a crew of 30. And from day

| WAYNE-WESTLAND SCHOOLS |

The cheerleaders — Courtney McKinney (front row), Amy Selewski, Jordan

Burgess, Nikki Zurban (back row), Kimmie Shepers, Tyla Echols and Sarah
Melias — perform the "Wildcat Cheer” during rehearsal of the spring

musical.

one, they have “viewed being

in the show as a privilege, said
Grove. .

“We had 100 students come
out for auditions, that shows
that they viewed this as some-
thing special,” said Grove. “All
the popularity and the hype
has made it more exciting to be
a part of. From beginning to
the end, it’s been a wonderful
experience.”

GOOD EXPERIENCE
Preparations have gone
smoothly, thanks to Disney
which provides “so many
assets” to help with the pro-
duction. In past productions,
Grove has had to relyon -
karaoke mmsie, but with High
School Musical, Disney has
provided rehearsals and per-
formance CDs as well as logos
to use for T-shirts and promo-
tions. :
“They want the show done

the way it was done originally,”
she said. “We're trying to make
it as authentic as possible to
the Broadway show and movie.”

The challenge facing Grove
is adapting the play to the size
of Glenn’s auditorium, which
is “more intimaie than most
theaters.”

Becanse it’s 2 small stage, a
simple wagon will be used to
rotate the three sets need for
the production.

“The students have given
110 percent,” Grove said. “This
has been completely student-
driven.” .

“They want to be here,”
added co-director Belinda
Walakonis-Semak. “They're
self-driven and they've all
stepped up to the plate. They
all come prepared, they've put
the musical first. This group
has been phenomenal, awe-
some.”

According to Grove, students

"l

A Research Study on Neuropafhic Pain...

If you are 18 years old or older and suffer from
Chronic Neuropathic Pain, you may qualify to partici-
pate’in a research study. All qualified participants will
receive study related evaluations, testing, and study
drug {or placebo) at no cost. Participants will also be
compensated for their time and travel.

Please confmct'c Research Nurse at Michigan
Head*Pain and Neurological Institute; phone (734)
677-6000, option 4. -

Learn more about participating in research studies ot
www.MHNI.com.

The Michiean Head-Painh & Neurological Institute
3120 Professional Drive « Ann Arbor, MI 48104
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PHOTQS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTGGRAPRER

The cast of the John Glenn High School spring musical, ‘High School Musical,’ rehearses the opening number,
*Start of Somathing New.' Playing lead roles in the productionare Megan Walker as Taylor {front row, from left),
Lauracindy Plague as Gabrilla, Dayna Krushlin a5 Sharpay, Matt Benyo as Ryan, Jacory Frowner as Zeke, David
Sumlir as Chad, and Joseph Franklin Blouse as Troy. ‘ ' '

have been able to learn on their
own and teach other students.
Krushlin and Walker did the

. choreography, using a video

that taught them the dances.

“It took about 1 1/2-two
hours to learn,” said Walker
who has been in dance for 15
years.

In addition to their directing
and choreography duties, the
two seniors also are members
of the cast. Krushlin plays
Sharpay Evans, a member of
the Thespians, while Walker
plays Taylor McKessie of the
Brainiacs.

“This is so big, it's so exciting
for us,” said Krushlin.

POPULAR PRODUCTION

Grove selected the musical
last fall and immediately began
getting calls for tickets. One of
the things done near then end
of rehearsals, Grove had tickets
printed up first for this musical
because of the demand.

She also decided to do High
School Musical to attract
underclassmen, especially
freshmen students, to drama.

“With the new curriculum,
there’s really no time for elec-

tives,” she said. “Electives are
barely.hanging on. This was a
way of hyping their interest in

_ choosing drama as an elective.”

Krushlin and Walker didnt ,
need the hook. For them, being
involved in the production is
the best way to close the book
on high school.

“This is probably the biggest
thing for us to go out on,” said
Walker.

“It’s our big finale,” added
Krushlin.

smason@hometownlife.com
{134y 953-2112

ST. MARY MERCY LIVONIA
Saint Joseph Mercy Health System
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% APY

$1,000 MINIMUM &
CIRCLE GOLD CHECKING®
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Not your typical bank?®

Save more and worry less.
Call 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find your fit at charterone.com

™

J
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an credits Focus:HOPE with turning his ife around

For William Motts 11,
being a child on Detroit’s
west side was a-life of con-
stant chaos. :

-“Growing up pretty muc
was a living hell. Ever since
I can remember I was sur-
rounded by crime and drugs,”
he said. ‘

Motts’ father was a drug
addict and dealer. Motts,
now 34, has vivid memories
of being taken on deals when
he was 8 and 9 years old, of
police raiding his home, of
bullets fired into his house
and of his father being taken
off to jail.

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Eleanor Jesaitis, co-founder of Focus:Hope, talks about the program during
ceremonies held Wednesday to celebrate the organizations 40 years of

“It was embarrassing,” he
said, his dark eyes staring
intently as he told his story.
“When I was 13 or 14 years
old, my father went off to
jail again. He gave me the
keys to his car and his wallet
and he said, ‘Do you remem-
ber where we parked?” and
I drove home. I was liter-
ally petrified. I could barely
make it home,” '

That began Motts’ own
descent into crime, picking
up his dad’s business while
he was in jail.

On Wednesday, Motts  *

_of Livonia was a featured
speaker at a press conference
to launch the yearlong 40th
anniversary celebration of
Focus:Hope, the job training
and social services organiza-
tion founded by the late Rev.
William Canningham and
Eleanor Josaitis in the wake
of the 1967 Detroit race riot.

As Josaitis, Gov. Jennifer
Granholm and other dig-
nitaries looked on, Motts,

a General Motors innova-
tion/decision team leader,
thanked Focus:Hope for
changing his life. ]
"Motts was arrested at 18.

. He had been handiing his .
father’s business and faced
serious jail time. But he
remembers his own arrest as
a blessing in disguise.

“I had a 3-month-old
daughter. I was sitting on the
floor of the county jail facing

service.

a life with murderers with
the worst elements of society.
And my father was two floors
up,” he said. “What is wrong
with this picture? He’s on the
floor above me and it doesn’t
phase him or even care and I
am mortified about what my
daughter is going to think of
me. Is she going to grow up
in the same environment that
I did? I just said no, we have
to break this eycle.”

After a year in Wayne
County Jail, a perceptive
lawyer and a compassion-
ate judge put Motts in touch

‘with Focus:Hope.

“After sitting there, they
realized T was a puppet, a
way for my father to make

-mhore money and do what he

couldn’t do,” he said.

GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY
Attorney Robert Elsey had
taken an English class with
Rev. Cunningham and knew
about the program. Judge
David Kerwin agreed that
Motis should go to Focus:
Hope instead of back to jail,
“1 didn’t graduate from
high school. 1 didn’t know
how to write a paper at the
time. T didn’t know about
algebra,” Motts said. “It
really struck a fear in me. It

- really scared the death out

of me. I did not want to be
my father. I did not want to -

“Welcome Service’

be an idiot. I did not want to
force my kids into something
they did not want to do.”
Motts got his GED,
enrolled in Focus: Hope’s
Fast Track program to bring
up his reading and math
skills and graduated from
the Machinist Training
Institute. His group started
with 50 people and ended up
with seven. His grades were
so high he was encouraged
to pursue a college degree
through the Center for

" Advanced Technologies.

“This is the best-kept
secret in Detroit,” Motts said.

He had strong support
from his wife, Paula. They
made a pact to take turns
getting their education.
He earned his associate’s
degree and she earned her -
dental hygienist degree and
a bachelor’s degrée from the
University of Detroit Mercy.
Motts also earned a master’s
degree in engineering man-
agement from Rensselaer
Polytechmic Institute and is
finishing a master of busi-
ness administration degree
from Indiana University.

When his father was
released from prison, Motts
supported him through the

Judge David Kerwin, left, and William Motts talk during ceremonies celebrating the 40th anniversary of Focus:Hope.

Kerwin presided over Motts' trial in the 1990s and decided to send him to see the Rev. William Cunaingham at Focus:
Hope where Motts enrolled in the Fast Track program.

Machinist Training Institute
and he is also employed.

Motts calls his wife “the
backbone of the family,”
which now includes three
daughters, Mercedes, 16,
Helaina, 6, and Trisha, 3.

“I sensed that in his heart
he was a good person and he
was going to make it out,”
Paula said. “When he sets
his mind to something, he's
going to achieve it. He got
into Focus:Hope and they
helped him in every sense
and direction.”

Kerwin, a retired judge
from West Bloomfield,
also sensed Motts’ poten-
tial. Kerwin grew up in the
tough neighborhood around
Focus:Hope near Oakman
Boulevard. His own sister
died of a heroin overdose.

“Some of my friends ended
up in prison, some are on the
police force, some of them
became doctors,” Kerwin
said.

He said Motts’ story was

women, postpartum mothers, children
up to age 6 and seniors 60 and older. -
W Center for Advanced Technologies.
Integrates hands-on manufaciuring.
training and academic learning, offer-

-special, but not unique.

LEARNING DISCIPLINE

Wednesday, Kerwin and
Motts were reunited for the
first time since Kerwin gave
Motts his opportunity.
Focus:HOPE let Motts make
the most of that opportunity.

“It taught me a lot about
discipline. Being here, nota
minute late, being here on
time, locking professional, act-
ing professional,” he said. “I
couldn’t say enough about this
program.”

In addition to hands-on
training, Motts was able to
interact with the many retired
GM, Ford and Chrysler plant
managers who have donated
their time to working with
Focus:Hope. He was inspired
by their example. .

- Now that Motts is suceess-
ful, he wants to tell others what
he’s found.

“There is somewhere in this
city where you can get educat-
ed, you can change and break °

the cycle, change the history
you're born into,” he said.

He now brings his oldest
daughter down to Focus:Hope
to help package food for the
elderly and tell her what a dif-
ference it made in their lives.

Josaitis has met many suc-
cess stories in the 40 years that
Focus:Hope has been offering a
hand to those who 'want a way
out. - :

“It makes me realize we are
really making a difference in a
lot of lives,” she said.

. “That’s all I want to do.
And when William comes
back and tells the story, other
young people might say I
didn’t think I had a chance,

. but now I've got a chance.

There is nothing greater that

_ you can do than that. I am so

proud of William because he
told me, ‘T’d be dead on the
street if you hadn’t helped

»

me.”

hgalagher@hometawniife.com
(734) 953-2149

Focus:HOPE serves many needs
Focus:HOPE was founded in 1968 :

by the Rev. William Cunningham, a

Catholic priest, and Eleanor Josaitis, a

Downriver housewife, in the aftermath
of the 1967 Detroit race riot. The mis-

" Offers courses in computer technology,
network administration and desktop and
server administration.

B Fast Track. Courses to upgrade
math, communications and computer
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Call Linda Today at 734-718-909§

or visit our website at www.aznewcomers,com
For business sponsorship opporhmities, please call 734.476.5891,
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Gold prices are soaring!
Stop in for a free estimate for
your old gold, antigue rings,
worn jewelry, and anytime
jewelry or gold item that you
no longer need.

Cash paid immediately.

Al transactions are completely
confidential. Come in any time.

620 Starkweather™
Ofd Village = Plymouth
734-453-1860 -

T&W 10-6, Th & F 10-8, Sat 10-5 = Closed Sun & Mon

sion was to bridge the social, economic
and racial divides of the Detroit area.
On its campus on Oakman Boulevard in
Detroit, Focus:HOPE offers social ser-
vices and technical job training.

Programs include:

B Commodity Supplemental Food
Program. Provides a free monthly
supplement of food to 42,000 pregnant

ties. .

ing associate’s and bachelor’s degrees in
manufacturing engineering and technol-
ogy in partnership with area universi-

8 Machinist Training Institute,
Provides state licenses and accredited
training in basic and advanced precision
machining and metalworking,

8 Information Technologies Center.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
-CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH
PLANNING COMMISSION

PROPOSED ACTION: Request Approval of a Special Land Use
DATE OF HEARING: Wednesday, April 16, 2008

TIME OF HEARING: T7:00 PM.

PLACE OF HEARING: Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N, Haggerty Rd.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of
Plymouth Charter Township has received an application requesting
Special Land Use Approval for a Kennel to house four family
household dogs, in a Single Family Residential District, (R-1-E), on
| Tax ID R78-037-99-0013-709, pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No, 99,
Section 6.2-12. The property is located east of Ridge, south of North
Territorial, and west of Beck Road at 12715 Rolston.

Application 1984/0308. Applicant, Michele Best

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: For parcel description, see tax records based
on Tax ID No, R-78-037-99-0013-709,

The application may be examined at the Plymouath Township Division
of Public Services, Community Development Department, daring
regular business hours from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. Written comments
will he received prior to the meeting and may be mailed to 9955 N,
Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, MI 48170 or call 734-354-3270 ext. 6. The
meeting will be held in the Mesting Room at Township Hall which is
located at 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth Township, MI 48170

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: The Charter Township of Flymouth will provide necessary
& reasonabld auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the kearing impaired and
audio tapes of printed materials being considered at all Township meetings to
individuals with disabilities at the meetings/hearings upon one week notice to the
Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the Supervisor's Offies, 9955 N.
Haggerty Rd., Plymouth,  MI 48170. TDD users: 800-849-3777 (Michigan Relay

~ Bervice).
KENDRA BARBERENA, Secretary
Planning Commission
Publish: March 30, 2008
OESE94108, 2x6

-gkills for high school graduates and GED
holders. R

B Center for Children. Early childhood
education and day care program.

B Community Arts Department.
Presents multicultural arts program-
ming and gallery exhibits.

B For more information, go to www.
focushope.edu '

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
1150 S. CANTON CENTER RD..
CANTON, MI 48188

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be
sold at public auction April 1, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. The auction will
be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., Westland, MI
48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting bid is for tewing and
storage.

Year Make Model Body VIN#
1999 Sumiki Gr. Vitara 4 Dr, JS3TDB2V3X4113300
1998 Dodge Ram Van 2B7THB11YOWEK102414
2001 Saturn 1200 4 Dr.  1GBJUB2F01Y552036
1984 Ford F-150 PO 1FTDF15Y3LLA93767
1996 TFord Escort 2Dr.  8FAS11J5TR156526
1986 Ford Tempo 2 Dr. 1IFABP19X4GK12731
1992 Oldsmobile Achieva 2Dr. 1G3NL14DONMA450683
.+ 1986 Ford F.350 PrJ 2EDJF3TH4GCAGS090
1984 Ford Mustang 2D 2FABP23R4EB200904

Publish: March 27 & 30, 2008 QE0S592896 - 2x3

CITY OF PLYMOUTH NOTICE OF A
PUBLIC HEARING FOR
RECOMMENDING RENEWAL,
REVOCATION AND NON-RENEWAL
OF LIQUOR LICENSES IN
ACCORDANCE WITH
The City of Plymouth Liquor

Management Ordinance

Plymouth City Commission
Commission Chambers
201 8. Main
Plymouth, MI 48170
April 7, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.

The City of Plymouth may provide correspendence, reports and/or
public comment from the City Manager, Police Chief, City Clerk,
Building Official, Fire Chief or Inspector, City Treasurer andfor
other members of the City of Plymouth Staff. -
Licensees are required to notify the City’s Attorney Office at least
three (3) days prior to the hearing date if they intend to contest the
proposed action, and to provide the names of witnesses known at
the time who will testify on their bebalf. (Section 8, B6) City
Attorney Office — Plunkett & Cooney, Robert Marzano 248-901-
4000, - .
LINDA LANGMESSER, CMC
City Clerk
Publish: March 30, 2008

QEOBS24367_2xd
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‘Tax on sale of widow's house may be less than she thinks

Dear Rick: My husband and | bought
a home together over 40 years ago.
We paid about $25,000 for the house
and last year ! sold it for more than
$500,000, My hushand died about five
years ago. Do | have to pay taxes on the
gain? My tax preparer says | do while a
friend of aur family, who also does taxes,
says | don't because I qualify for the
$500,000 exclusion. What do you think?
It’s not uncommon for there to be
a variety of opinions. Qur tax laws
are complex and confusing. That
being said I believe your friend is
wrong. However, you probably will
pay less tax than you think.

The law has
changed with regard
to the sale of 2
personal residence.
Tt used to be that

if you sold your
property, and you
had a gain, you
could avoid taxes
if you purchased a
new house of greater
value,

The only other way
of avoiding taxes was if you were a
senior citizen. Seniors were eligible
to exclude $125,000 of that gain

Money Matters

Rick Bloom

from income taxes.

In order to make those laws
simpler and fairer, Congress
changed the law. Now if you are .
sitigle and sell your home you can
exclude $250,000 of gain from
taxes as long as the home was your
primary residence for two of the
last five years. Therefore, if you
purchased a house for $50,000 and
you eventually sold it for $350,000,
your gain on the home would be
$300,000. As long as the home was
your primary residence for two of
the last five years the first $250,000
of gain would be tax free. The

$250,000 number is increased to
$500,000 for married couples.
Since you sold the house when
you were single you are allowed
to exclude $250,000 of profits.
However, you are entitled to a
step-up basis for half the house.
For example, if the house was
worth $400,000 at the time of
your husband’s death your new
basis in the property would be half
the $400,000 plus one half of the

original purchase price. Therefore,

your new basis would be $212,500.
Therefore, your gain would be the

taxable gain would be the gain less
the $250,000 exclusion.

Starting this year, a surviving
spouse can exclude the full
$500,000 as long as the house was
joint property and the sale occurs
within two years after the ﬁrst
spouse passed on.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
questions at moneymatters@hometownlife,
com. For more information, visit Rick's Web
site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on
WDTK 1400 AM.

Legislation paves way for vote on zoo tax

Gov. Jennifer Granholm
signed a new bill into law
Thursday that allows counties
to create authorities with the
power to levy funds for zoos.

Through the creaiion of
zoological authorities, metro
Detroit counties could then
levy a tax for the Detroit Zoo
of up to 0.10 mill on all taxable
property for a period of 20
years — with approval from the
electorate. The millage would
average approximately $10 per
year for a $200,000 home.

The City of Detroit turned
over governance and manage-

ment of the Detroit Zoo and
Bellé Isle Nature Zoo to the
Detroit Zoological Society in
2006.

At the time of transition the
city stoppedspaying an-annual
subsidy of about $8 million
for operations and $2-3 mil-
lion for capital maintenance.
In addition to replacing the
subsidy, the Zoological Society

- anticipates incurring lost rev-

enue and increased expense
relating to discounts and other
benefits provided to citizens
living within participating
counties. Altogether, this

funding gap is approximately
the valoe of the tax that would
be collected from a 0,10 mill in

Wayne, Oakland and Macomb

counties.

“This legislation is crucial
to protecting the long-term
financial future of the Detroit
Zoo and Belle Isle Nature
Zoo and continaing valuable
programs that serve Metro-
Detroit’s children and fami-
lies,” said Detroit Zoological
director Ron Kagan. “We
appreciate the legislature and
Gov. Granholm for leading
this initiative. We're espe~

'SMART offers Google Map service

The Suburban Mobility
Authority for Regional
Transportation (SMART)
is offering Michigan’s first
“Google™ Maps” Trip Planner
for customers looking for a
fast and easy way to plan their
bus trips. SMART has part-
neréd with Google™ Maps to
offer the free service on the
authority’s Web site at www.
smartbus.org.

“Google™ Maps is a tool
designed to help you find your
" bus route step-by-step,” said
Hayes W. Jones, SMART gen-
eral manager. “It’s so conve-
nient and so easy it makes rid-

Meadow
Brook

ing the bus an obvious choice.”
SMART fixed route bus fare is
$1.50 per trip.

The online service is avail-
able at 21 transit agencies
nationwide. Users can click on
the Google™ Maps icon and
get detailed itineraries. By
using your origin ard destina-
tion and the time of day you
would like to travel, Google™
plans your route based on
available public transporta-
tion schedules and informa-
tion including route numbers,
locations, schedules, transfer
information on SMART buses,
return trips and walking

[ March 19 - April 13,2008

NEWSPAPERS
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dy Williams in “Nuns

www.allcare.com

Must

directions. Also available on
SMART’s Web site is a com-
plete listing of Places Served .
by SMART with addresses and
contact information.

“We are pleased to partner
with SMART to offer Google™
Maps Transit Trip Planner
in southeast Michigan.
Google’s™ mission is to orga-
nize the world’s informa-
tion and make it universally
accessible and useful, provid-

cially grateful to Sens. Gilda
Jacobs and Nancy Cassis and
Rep. Andy Meisner for their
outstanding leadership on this
important issue.”

The Zoological Society will
work closely with Metro-

Dettoit counties to help each
. county create its own zoologi-.

cal authority and to place the
issue in front of voters on the
August ballot.

“We lock forward to con-
tinuing our work with the
Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb
County commissioners to take

" this next step,” said Kagan.

online

ing transit information is a
step towards that,” said Tom
Sly, Google™ New Business
Development. Transit custom-
ers can also find this service
on the Google™ Transit page
at www.google.com/transit on
the web to plan their trips.
For more information, go to
www.smartbus.org or call our
toll free Customer Information
number at (866) 962-5515.

jillennin

.

Free Exam& X—ray§

Hew patients 18 or older (5115 val

'FEELING SICK?

Caﬂ by 10am and.

Be Seen the SAME DAY
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COMPLETE FAMILY HEALTH CARE

* Family Practice from Infant to Geriatric
» Women’s Healthcare
¢ Internal Medicine » Sports Medicine
» Physical Therapy » Cosmetic/Skin Care
» Neurology/Sleep Center » Psychology
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MRI « NUCULEAR MEDICINE * ULTRASOUND

5149 N. Wayne Road » Across from Westland Post Office

. 134-728-2130

i Center!
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We make seeing the dentist easy!

Livonia 734522-3100-i
Auburn Hills 248335-5700-(

* FREE denture consultation
+ Same-day dentures with extraction
+ interest-free payment plans

+ Most insurance accepted

Sivé$600 -

On select DENTURE sets
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Canton couple swindled in mortgage sca

A Canton couple has been
swindled out of more than - COP CALLS
$7,000 in a mortgage scam. .
.+ The husband, 32, fold - company’s numbers were dis-

officers that he and his wife
learned of a company called

~ Royal Advantage Group
through Lendingtree.com and
were approved for a $200,000
mortgage.

In order to get the Iump
sum, which was supposed to
be deposited into their bank
account on March 20, they
were instructed to send in

* an initial payment of $7,219.
Although the company was
advertised as being based out
of Maine the money was-sent
to a location in Ontario. '
When the couple called
about the status of their. _
mertgage, they told police the

connected. The wife, 30, said
she had passed along her bank
account information to the
company while her husband
had given his social secu-

rity number and copies of his
check stubs.

Patient becomes iraté

Canton police were called to
a medical office on the 1600
block of Canton Center Road

" Thursday after a township

man became angry with his
care provider.

The man, 29, was treated
and then got hostile when he
was denied a prescription for

Jazzerise.

it shows
join now and look

your best this Summer!
Wed & ... 5:30 | |
ed & Fric.ooveeecrienn, :30 am . 1
Mon., Wed. & Fri......... 545 pm % EF‘I_’;_(_)UT I8nltla k I :
Tues. & Thurs.......ee...... 7:00 pm or o-wee ] I
Saturday........ccocernnnen..8:30 @M slgn up
Sunday (Body Scuipting)...3:00 pm With t;has ad en&y

Mon. & Fri. (the Class)....9:00. am
(Lite Class held at agne Sepior. Activity Cegter
imms)

All classes held at the
Wayne Community Center
4635 Howe Road * Wayne
Call 1-8G0-FIT.IT.IS or 734-326-8424

OE08586498

the drug ‘Ultram.’

The doctor refused the
request after searching
through a database and learn-
ing that the man was going

_around to area facilities and

getting new pfescriptions
every two days. -

The doctor told police the
man threatened him saying:
“Do you know who I am?” and
“Do you know what I do to
people?” Before leaving, the
man also warned the doctor
against sending any police
officers to his home..

Beauty queen harassed

Securtiy officials connected
to the Miss America orga-
nization contacted Canton
police Monday to inform them

of a township man that has
been harassing a former Miss
Michigan. 7

The man, 32, had previ-
ously been in contact with the
26-year-old women against
her wishes but had stopped.

"He recently began sending

her e-mails saying that he
missed her and requesting
that she respond to him. In
one of his messages, the man
passed along the address to
his residence on Lilley Pointe
and asked that she send hima
letter. '

Construction ladder
stolen

A aluminum staircase was
stolen from in front of a con-

e (734) 953-2153 for Wayne County

* {248) 901-2500 for

thumbs. If the habit continues |

cmcken Kebob or Shish Kehob

. with French Fries

_ St:mu!ate ywr 5@@:@5 @@m@my,
Dollars spent with local businesses
. stay in our communities!
_For more information
. and to be connected to your.
‘Sales Representative please call:

41 496 Ann Arbor Road J Plymouth

4-416-8200
Fax 734-416-9200

Oakland County

cockedtoorder | ¢ Coney Isiand
$5 25 With chifi, mustard and
u onions in a steamed bun.

w'1.90

REMOVING AN OBSTACLE or Rice..’6.70 |
: i ‘ with Mini Greek | ¢ with cheese..$2.10
su((::ti];?grerr:aﬂggfgfr‘; ﬁgge;g Eﬁl Salad..’6.95 | i chesse

fortoo long, thumb- and finger- |

sucking can adversely affect |
the dlignment of permanent |

Chicken

feeth as they grow in. With this ¥ N

in  mind, peorents are Fmgers Plta ’
encouraged to help thelr With Swiss & American
children abandon the habitif it Cheese, lettuce, fomato |

continues.

Dentists generally recommend
that parents not scold their
children when they suck their

-thumis or fingers. Instead.
praise children when they
aren’t engaged in this habit, In

and honey-mustard
sauce or mayo.

*4.60

a coney dog topped with

i a steamed bun.

mijn,.sz | 5 5

with cheese..*2. 75

plain hot dog..¥1.70
Special Coney Island

Spiced ground beef covering

chili, mustard and onions

addifion, if a child resorts to
thumb- or finger-sucking while’
anxious, upset, or afraid, fry to

the habit.

QOur philosophy i nof only to
freat dental needs, but more
importantly, to educate our
patienfs fo  prevent fulure
problems. To this end, our

2~pc. Fish & chlps Dmner

resolve the source of these Our own hand-
emotions. Also, if a child is oid dipped cod fillets
enough fo understand, let him served with
or her decide how fo giVe up French Fries

*5.95

3-pes..

Med
5125

Leo’s Famous Greek Salad |

cucumber slices, pepparoncini,

Leo’s famous Greek dressing.

Minis3|20 ' Small$4-20
.55.20 Large37-20 !

with Chicken Breast or Gyros, add...52.50

i

Made with lettuce, tomato,

Greek olives, beets, chick |
peas, feta cheese and

£ mission & fo provide open and

free communication and the §
highest standard of care in an
environment of health, mutual
‘understanding, and respect.
Do you have questions about
your children’s dental headlth?
Have you been experiencing
any unusual footh or gum
conditions? Has it been foo
3 long since your last checkup?
Now is a good fime to call 734-
453-9413 for an appointment
F& at 496 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ste.
201, Plymouth, Come visit us for
afreshstart,

'The Total Bill

With this coupon.
e Not vaiid on breakfast specials.
Not valid wiih any other offer.
Coupon expirgs 5-11-08.
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The Total Bill
Over *10.00

ith this coupon.

Not valid on breakfast specials. éﬁ
Nat valic with any otter offer.
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The Total Bill
Over *20.00

With this coupon.
& ™, Mot valid on breakfast specials.
Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon expires 5-11-08.

struction company’s trailer on

the 5700 block of Lotz Road
sometime late Tuesday or early
Wednesday.

The 100-pound, 4-foot-tall
item, which is valued at $500
was one of two stalrcases at
the triiler.

A business near the s1te told
police they would review their
outdoor sarveillance film to
see if the theft was caught on
tape

Credit card fraud

A 44-year-old Canton
woman has reported to police -
that her former partner had
opened several frandulent’
credit cards accounts in her
name.

The woman told police

shortly after she moved out
of the Amber Drive home she
.shared with the other woman,

- also 44, she learned of four
. eredit accounts the woman

had in her name.

She has since closed the
Capital One credit cards and
the two Chase accounts,

The first Chase acedunt
was opened in October -
2000 and has a balance of .
$3,962.

The second was opened in
October 2007-and has a bal—
ance of $6,874.

"The woman said that even
though she was in a lengthy
relationship with the woman,
she didnt know the accounts
existed.

Tiffany L. Parks

WW wants to round
up Class of 2012

BY SUE MASON
- OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Five-year-olds dont have to
wait until September to have

* their first school experience. In

fact, Wayne-Westland school
officials want them to have
that experience now as part
of the annual Kindergarten
Roundup slated for 9-10 a.m.

Tuesday, April 8.

“We would like all the Kin-
dergarten students to join us
at the Kindergarten Roundup,”
said Sally Perkins, the execu-
tive director of elementary edu-
cation. “It’s very immportant for
parents to come out and learn
about the school and Wayne-
Westland’s kindergarten pro-
gram.”

The roundup will be held at
all 17 of Wayne-Westland’s ele-
mentary schools. Parents will -
have an opportunity to tour the
school, meet the principal and
kinde¥garten teachers, discuss

_ the curriculum and review reg-

istration materials.

Incoming kindergartners
will get the opportunity to
participate in an activity, visit
their kindergarten classroom

. and receive a free school T-

shirt to wear in the fall. They
also will be given free back-
packs, filled with school sup-
plies, books and suggested
activities to prepare youngsters
for the first day of school.

For parents who can't attend
the morning program, school
offices will be open 6-7 p.m.
that evening for registration
only. If those times don’t work,
parents can call the school for
an appointrment.

Youngsters who will age 5 by
Dec. 1, 2008, are eligible for
kindergarten enrollment this
fall. Parents must provide the
child’s original birth certifi-
cate with raised seal, a current
immunization record and three
proofs of residency, such as a
current mortgage/lease agree-
ment or tax statement, current
bank statement, current utility
bills or current employment

Ticieot Klosk 8 Tlekets Online
wiw.6QTE.com
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record.

. Parents also can get infor-
mation on the district’s all-day
kindergarten program which is
offered at seven schools - John
Hick in Inkster; Wildwood,
P.D. Grazham, Lincoln and
Jefferson-Barns in Westland,
Walker-Winter in Canton and
Roosevelt-McGrath in Wayne.

Families who are interested
in the all-day program but
don’t live in those schools’
attendance areas, can apply
throngh the Schools of Choice
program at the district’s
administrative offices on
Marquette west of Wayne
Road, Westland. Applications
also are available online at
www.wwesd.net. The deadline
for applying is April 21. For
more information, call (734)
419-2083.

The school district also
offers a magnet kindergarten
program to meet the needs of

- school-age children who may

be developmentally young. The
program provides students
added support through a car-
riculum which places greater
emphasis on hands-on instruc-
tion. There is currently one
magnet classroom available to
students in the district.

Parents are responsible for
providing transportation for
students in schools of choice
programs, including the mag-
net program.

There also are Champions

ibefpre and after school pro-

grams available at 13 of the dis-
trict’s 17 elementaries as well as
an extended-day kindergarten
programs at Kettering and
Wildwood Elementaries with

a free one-way shuttle service.
For more information, call
(734) 722-9157.

“We would like all students
to join us at the roundup,” said
Perkins. “We'd like to have
as many students registered
now before school starts in
September.”

smason@hometownlife.com
(734)953-2112

ON THE AGENDA

Canton Township Board
of Trustees '

The board will hold a study
session at 7 p.m., April 1 at
the Canton Administrative
Building, 1150 S. Canton
Center Road.

Agenda items include:

M Single Stream Recycling
Pilot

W 2008 Water and Sewer
Rate Study update

® Elected officials compen-
sation
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BOWLING

-FROM PAGE Al

bowlers a visual welcome,”
Silagy said. “T've already got-
ten an e-mail from someone
participating in the tourna-

seethem.”

The 5-foot-tall pins have
been sponsored by area busi-
nesses and organizations
including Connection Church,
Jack Demmer Ford, the
Canton Soccer Club, 4 Friends
Restaurant and Mary Kay
Cosmetics. Sponsorship levels
range from $100-$1,500.

At his State of the Township
Address, Canton Supervisor

ment that said she can’t wait to-

spending power that the
world's largest sporting event
for women ig expected to offer
‘the township.

“Forty-five thousand women
will converge on Canton and
they have credit cards,” he
said.

More than 7,000 teams will
compete in the championships
which will begin April 10 and
end in early July.

According to the USBC, the
tournament hasn’t been in the
Detroit area since 1953.

“The annual pilgrimage by
participants to this tourna-
ment is almost a Mecca-type
experience,” the USBC stated
in a release. “In its 90-year
history, the event has grown

ticipatory sporting event for
women.” :

The championships, which
include women of all skill lev-
els, take place at the National
Bowling Stadium in Reno

every three years and touch -

down in commercial facilities
during the years in between.
Bowlers compete in team,

- doubles and singles events.

Silagy said each bowler is
expected to be in the area for
up to five days and are only
required to bowl a minimum
of six hours.

“Six hours in 3-5 days leaves
a lot of time to spend and shop
and play,” she said. “That’s why
the businesses have gotten
together. We started talking

{ USBC WOMEN'S

CHAMPIONSHIPS FACTS 7
M. Begins April 10 and ends in *
early July (lasts 88 days)

M 65,000 bowlers and their
guests will come to town-

W 7,300 teams will participate
M Expected o have a $40 mil-
lion impact on local economy
B Third time in metro Detroit.

class of Leadership Canton N
2008 and it’s been a wonderful
collaboration among all of us”

For more information on
Pins on Parade or to become
a sponsor, contact Silagy at

(734} 890-2050.

McNamara (pictured) nominated Gettelfinger, calling her “a very assembly and then fizzled out

strong advocate for the working men and woman of our country.” She about five years ago.

is active in focal causes in Canton and across Wayne County, including “The idea was to bring to

the Community Bemocratic Club, the Michigan Democratic Party, Canton individuals that people
and the March of Dimes. She has been a UAW loyalist since 1966, read about in the news.” Yack

said. “Those'that are influen-
tial in southeastern Michigan.”

and supports all UAW causes with her husband, UAW President Ron
Getteffinger. : '

+ irdernel Medisine & Family Froclice
» Evening & woskond hourd

« Mo appointments Becssoary

« Btatg-of-the-art faclifty

v Lol opglts

+ X-ray onsite

guest for the restored club’s
first activity. Gettelfinger,
recently selected as the 2007
Newsmaker of the Year for
Crain’s Detroit Business,

is a married father of two
and grandfather of four.
Gettelfinger has been UAW

~ Alexander the Great
Restaurant has partnered with
Emagine Theater to continue
offer patrons its package of
two full dinners and two movie
tickets for $29.95.

“We recognize that the
economy is rough right now,”
said Tom Tomich, owner of
Alexander the Great. “As part
of this community for 30 years,
we also know that people still
want to be able to go out and
enjoy themselves from time to
time. At $29.95, we feel like
people can still enjoy a night
away from the kitchen and

(FocD35t b

southeast Michigan,” Yack
said.

About 150 people are
expected to attend the lun-
cheon, which is open to all.

tlparks@hometowniife.com
(734) 459-2700

Restaurant continues dinner, movie offering

catch a show, but feel com-
fortable that they are getting
a pretty good bang for their -
buck.” ‘
Alexander The Great had
offered their dinner and movie
package with the Showcase
Cinemas, which closed its
Westland location on Wayne

" Road earlier this month. Valid

tickets purchased under the
previous arrangement will
be honored by Emagine. The
movie tickets are good at both
Emagine Theater’s Canton and
Novi locations.

“We offer a diverse selection

Tom Yack joked about the to become the largest par- about this at the first day of tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700
salutlng a ‘woman Of dlstlnctlon' cl“B With the month-long president since 2002. ECONOMIC CLUB LUNCHEON
: strike at American Axle “I hope (he) will provide Date: 11:30-1:30 p.m. Wednesda
Canton resident Judith Gettelfinger was honored as a “woman of FROM PAGE Al & Manufacturing Inc., insight into what his accom- s p.m. ¥
distinction” by the Wayne County Commission during its annual Gettelfinger, a Canton plishments are personally and Where: Sumn‘llt on the Park,
Women's History Month celebration on March 20. Commissioner Kevin resident, was the ideal how his work has impacted 46000 Summit Parkway

The tuncheon will feature UAW
President Ron Gettelfinger as
the guest speaker. Tickets are
$20. To register, call (734) 394-
5185, While reservations are pre-
ferred, walk-ins will be accepled.

of dinners, including our spe- |
cialty barbecue ribs for two and .
you walk out with two tickets

to an exciting, state-of-the-art
theater,” Tomich said. “You

can’t beat it. People have been

buying them for years for a

night out, as gifts for birthdays,
anniversaries, holidays, gradu-

-ations, you name it.”

The movie and dinner
package can be purchased at
Alexander The Great at 34733
Warren Road, east of Wayne
Road, Westland. For more
information, call (734) 326-
5410.

Providing
excellence in
patient care with
state-of-the-art
methods, while
mainiaining a
caring personal
touch.

OE08582404

Ariel Waitzman M.D.

DEARBORN EAR, NOSE & THROAT
announcing |
2nd location

Marian Professional Building-
Operating at St. Mary’s Hospital

» Pediatric ENT

*

Call for your appointment today.

734.367.4603

" Marian Professional Building
14555 Levan Rd., Suite 303, Livonia, MI

313-582:8853

15212 Michigan Ave., Dearborn, MI
Most Insurances Accepted at Both Lcations

* Frederick Lopatin D.0.

Board Certified in Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery

* General ENT Disorders

Diseases, Hearing Loss & Ear Disorders
 Obstructive Sleep Apnea

Endoscopic Sinus Surgery with 3-D
Computer Image Guidance

Voice & Swallowing Disorders

"» Head & Neck Cancer

Surgery is often a frightening experience for both a patient and their
loved ones. The last thing you want to worry about is who is actually
doing the surgery-is it your doctor or a student? Make sure your surgery
is performed by experienced board certificd ENT surgeon. Dr.’s
Waitzman and Lopatin perform the office evaluation, and if surgery is
needed, the operation themselves. No surprises, just great care using
state-of-the-art techniques and a gentle caring touch.
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“Judge makes right
decision concerning
party voting lists

The farce known as the 2008 Michigan
presidential primary reached another
milestone Wednesday when federal Judge
Nancy G. Edmunds barred the Michigan
Secretary of State from providing party

preference declarations solely to the two

major political parties.

The judge struck down a portion of

the legislation authorizing the January
primary that made it a misdemeanor for
anyone other than the two major parties
to have access or use the preference lists.
The suit was brought by the American
Civil Liberties Union on behalf of the
Green Party of Michigan, the Libertarian
Party of Michigan, the Reform Party of
Michigan, the Metro Times and Winning
Strategies, a political consulting firm.

“The state is not required to provide
the party preference information to any
party,” Edmunds wrote. “When it chooses
to do so, however, it may not provide the
information only to the two major politi-
cal parties.” _

We agree the state had no business
being an agent for collecting valu-
able political information for two pri-
vate organizations, tlie Democratic and
Repubhcan parties.

This is the latest in a series of embar-
rassing conséquences of the state’s ill-
considered attempt to buck the national
parties by moving Michigan’s primary to
an earlier date. The national Democratie

Party stripped the state of all of its -

delegates to the August convention in
Denver.

The two remaining presidential candi-
- dates have been unable to resolve their
differences to allow delegate allocations
and the state Legislature rejected an
attempt to hold a do-over primary in
June.

Clearly, something has to give in the
future. The national party must give
more voice to large, urban, racially and
economically diverse states. Iowa and
New Hampshire have had their day and
the decision on a better method needs to
be made long before the 2012 election.

“My doctor said I needed a hip LepL,u,ement After
planning the surgery, I lear ned [ needed to plan

My recovery, too.”

please call the center nearest you.

Allen Park

' 734-975-2600 .

We need some understanding

Reading Thursday’s paper I was
interested in the opinidns section’s
focus on race and diversity. Wayne
Peal’s column on Senator Obama
and the speech he gave on race was
well thought out and impressive in
the very personal approach he took.
Mr. Peal was dead on in his analysis
that the uncomfortable truths of our
attitudes on race and how we all,
regardless of race, have a common
interest in transcending these. On
the other hand, the leading letter to
the editor titled “Consider ‘American’
residents” was a little more off,
While [ generally appreciate Mr.
Denstedt’s letters I was a little sur-
prised by the comment.

While the argument that a new
building in the area may adversely
affect residents in the area may have
merit, this statement comes off as
‘us verses them’ labeling members
of the church as the polar opposite,
non-American. I am sure that this
was not the purpose of the letter and
many thmes context can be lost by
focusing on a few words, [ do feel
that these implications are indicative
of the lack of knowledge we have of
‘the members of gur community.

All one has to do is go io the public
library on a weekday to witness the
diversity that boasts of Canton’s wide
appeal to people from all geographic
locations and walks of life. This is a
testament to the quality of the town-
ship and is hard to dismiss. Canton
has a wide variety of cultural, eth-
nic and religious groups within its
borders and perhaps we could work
harder to understand each other.

Many groups have faced adversity
in this country, from the Italians in
Chicago, Irish in the Northeast and
Chinese in California. We may be
better off in learning from our past
reactions out of fear. This was the
point I got out of Senator Obama’s
speech and Mr. Peal’s column. This
is also the sentiments I got out Mr.
Denstedt’s letter in hoping that both
sides will be satisfied by the out-
come.

Michael Siegrist
Canton

‘Texas Corral will be missed

Our family of five loved Texas -
Corral. We have three children, ages
18, 12 and 7. It was the only restan-
rant in Canton that all of us liked

At HCR ManorCare, our tearn has the expertise to guide you through your personalized
care program so you can plan your recovery as part of your planned surgery.

For more information or for a free brochure on "How to Select a Rehabifitation Center,”

Heartland ~ Heartland -

248-645-2900

Heartland -
Ann Arbor
586-778-0800

Heartland - Canton

734-394-3100 248-729-4400

248-476-0555 248-661-1700

HCR ManorCareS

Heartland * Danto

Georgian Bloomfield

Georgian East

Heartland - Oakiand

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

the food at (every weekend we have
a problem agreeing on where to eat).
My husband and I liked the sirloin
steaks and the children all liked New
York Sirip steaks. The kids also loved
the idea of eating the peanuis and
throwing the shells on the floor. It
overall had a great friendly atmo-
sphere. ,
So in conclusion, we are sad to
see the restaurant go. It seems that

‘Canton can only hold fast food type

restaurants. Over the years we have
seen Olive Garden, Mountain Jack’s,
and various restaurants that housed

the now Big Boy’s Restaurant come
and go. - ,
Lisa Gee
Canton

Not fond of Texas Corral

1 read with interest your article
about the Texas Corral. My hus-
band and I were served cold ribs
there after waiting way too long for
our meal. That night we were both
sick. We suspected food poisoning
from the ribs that weren't heated
to the right temperature. We called
them the next day to tell them of

. our experience (by the way we were

there using a gift card) and they said
that it couldn’t be food poison. They
claimed that it takes 24 hours to
have the symoptoms of bad food.

We also reported this event to poi-

-son control, who said that it doesn’t

take 24 hours. T'm glad that the
Texas Corral closed and wish that it
did so before I had a chance to use
my gift card.
Holly Nichols
Canton

Help keep Canton clean

It’s time again for us to contribute
t0 the success of our community,
by keeping it neat and clean. The
‘Wayne County Adopt-A-Road pro-
gram will kick into gear next month
with the first of three 2008 pickup
weeks. April 9-13 is the first. .

The Geddes Road corridorhas - -+
become quite a busy thoro re in
Canton in recent years and promises
to continue to be so, as new develop-
ment brings more traffic and atten-
tion there. For that reason, there is

more debris and trash that has accu-
mulated along the side of themad
that needs to be picked up. K

You can help. For an hour or twi
on Saturday morning, April 12,
beginning at 9 a.m. you can contrib-
ute to your commuunity by making
Canton a cleaner; more attractive
place to be.

Simply decide what part of Geddes
you'd like to help with and look for
a green iub on the south side of the
road in that area. It has reflective
vests and Wayné County orange
plastic trash bags in it, along with a
registration clip board. Sign up and
take as many orange bags from the
tub as you think you'll need to do
that stretch and just start picking up
papers, bottles, cans, etc. and place
them'in the bags. Tie each bagina -
knot and just leave it right there by
the side of the road on the shoulder.
Wayne County trucks will be dis-
patched to pick up the litter fi Iled
bags later. :

That’s all there is to it. Give a bit
of time to your community and then
stil} have the rest of your Saturday
left to accomplish other things. Work
in teams or groups, if you wish, or all
by yourself, Tt is not recommended
to include children under the age of
13, however, since it involves being
exposed to traffic.

Let’s get together and help clean
up Geddes from the wintertime
litter and debris from Sheldon/
Michigan Avenue west to Beck Road.
The Canton Lions Club will be out
from Beck to the western border of
Canton.

C’'mon, Jet’s show how it’s done in

Canton!

Greq Greene
Canton

Health care reform needed

Naticnal Health Care is all the
talk of this presidential election. It
seems the “one payer,” “single pro-

_ vider” or “Canadian style” system is
- the rage. There are several problems

with these systems that néed to be
addressed.

We need to keep in mind that -
health care and health insurance are
two complementary systems that
must be kept separate. You don’s -

make-an insurance claim to do the

~ regular oil change on your ¢ar; you
- justpay for it out of your pocket

* :becauseit’s a predictable mainte-
" nance cost just like a yearly physical.
“But you would file a claim if you
‘were in an accident because acci-

dents are unpredictable. This is “risk
a.nagement” and you don't buy

your auto insurance at the gas pump.
The private, for-profit insurance

industry has done a good job at

risk management and competltlon

amoxg many companies will keep

" costs down ang efficiency up. The
" exception is national disasters like a

hurricane, where the federal govern-
ment mist step in.

Lastly, if abortion services are any
part of national health care reform
the whole thing will be torpedoed.

Health care reform should
include:

N Tax-free Health Savings
Accounts of $5,000 that each person
would use first to control costs of
their own health.

B Compulsory medical insur-
ance with caps through employers or
groups like credit unions and trade
organizations.

‘M State and Federal catastrophic
insurance for long-term or very
expensive care like cancer or mul-
tiple sclerosis that exceed the insur-
ance caps.

B Every insurance company
and medical provider would take on
an equal proportion of the number
of people that cannot afford or are
unable to get insurance or medical
care to spread the risk fairly.

B Specialized and expert medi-
cal courts to hear insurance and
malpractice complaints.

B Mandatory yearly physicals

.or all government assistance, tax

refunds, employment or benefits
would be withheld.

B No abortion services except in
the strict case of saving the life of the

' mother.

We don't want the government
making health care decisions for us
so we must step up and bear the cost
and responsibﬂlty ourselves.

Frank Kalinski

Livonia

Marvin & Betlty Danto  Heartland -

Health Care Center Plymouth Court

248-788-5300 734-455-0510

Heartiand - Heartland ~ University

Dearborn Heights 734-427-8270

Heartland - Dorvin West Bloomfiefd " 53.com

always wanted: the kind with m

MONEY MARKET SAVINGS

Fifth Third Money Market Savings is a great option if you want
to earn more and have access to your money. With features like
check-writing, ATM access, tiered rates of interest and the security
of FDIC insurance, you'll have the kind of savings account you've
more money in it. Fifth Third Money
Market Savings—yet another thing we do for dreains. See what we can do
for you Call 1-877-579- 5353 or visit 53.com today.

FIFTH THIRD BANK'
The things we do for dreams’

*Free chedk orders of limited 50-pack — alt other check orders are fulf price, Fifth Third reserves the right to refuse any deposit. Fifth Third ang
‘ Fiith Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Thind Bancorp. Member FDIC.

>3

DEBSA0518



http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://53.com
http://53.com




