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Township won't ‘rubber stamp’ plan

Academy wants swift approval on work to double size of school

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Supporters of the proposed
expansion of Canton Charter
Academy have implored the
Canton Township Board of
" Trustees to move swiftly in .
approving the plan so that the
facility’s doors will be open in
time for the next school year.

But township officials have
said CCA got off to a slow start
if they were planning to have
the addition available to stu-
dents in the fall.

“We just got your stuff,”
Trustee Melissa McLaughlin
told Ted Lang, a CCA board
membet, at a recent board
meeting. “(We won't) put the
rubber stamp on it.”

MeLaughlin, who said any
approval process needs time to’
pan out, questioned why CCA
didn’t submit its preliminary
plans to the township last fall if

having the expansion open for
the upcoming school year was
crucial.

The Canton Planning
Commission officially accepted
paperwork for the plan, which
would double the size of the
school’s 50,000-square-foot
facility, on Jan. 14. Since that
time, dozens of the academy’s
supporters have gone before
the township board o express
their desire to see the proposal
approved. .

The academy, which opened
in 2000 and is chartered by
Central Michigan University,
is aiming to build onto its
one-story building at Ford and
Ridge roads. Enrollment would
rise from 692 students to about
1,300.

According to school officials,
CCA has a waiting list of 1,200
students for next year and only
80 openings.

“Don’t fet this year be lost,”

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Tell us what you think about
Canton Charter Academy's plan
to expand. Do you think it will
negatively impact traffic at Ford
and Ridge roads? Either e-mail
your thoughts to editor Kurt
Kuban at kkuban@hometownlife.
com, or post a comment an our
Web site at www.hometownlife.
com.

township wor't rush the deci-
sion-making process.
“We are waiting for more
information to come back,” he
. said, pointing to a traffic study
that has been reviewed by the

expansion’s backers.

Until the traffic study is
complete, McLaughlin said
the issue can’t go before the
Planning Commission.

“The key issue is whether the

said Lang, who has three chil-
dren wheo attend the school.
“(A) year i$ a lifetime for these
students.”

Township Supervisor Tom
Yack said if CCA had submit-
ted its plans to the township
sconer, it “would have benefit-
ed everybody.”

With traffic being the most
important issue surrounding
the expansion, Yack said the

state will permit a function-
ing light at Ridge and Ford,”
she said, noting that the traffic
light just east of the intersec-
tion at the school’s entrance
may pose a problem in get-
ting another light approved by
the Michigan Department of
Transportation.

“MDOT has very strict stan-
dards.” '
- Lang acknowledged that the
township has concerns about
the expansion’s effect on iraf-

township and sent back to the .

" Canton Charter Academy, located at Ri

expand.

fic but said the growth of the
school would be worth ham-
mering out the issue.

“This is a steltar academy
and it is something worth get-
ting behind,” he said. “This
is more than just a charter
school. Whatever roadblocks
exist, we can knock them
down. We have been down this
road before.” .

‘When plans for the acad-

BILL BRESLER [ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
dge and Ford roads, has plans to

emy first surfaced, the facility
was tagged for a spot near the
Ridge and Warren roads inter-
section. After a great amount
of opposition, which was
largely based on traffic issues,
the proposal was revamped to
place the school at its current
location.

tiparks@hometownlife.com
(734} 459-2700

Defendant Gary Steele talks with his attorney

Monday.

BILL BRE!

Court hearing postponed

for cop accused of torture

David Lee, requested that the

BY TIFFARY L. PARKS
QBSERYER STAFF WRITER

Gary Allen Steele’s preliminary
examination has been postponed
until April 11 at the request of his
new attorney and the state.

Steele, 42, a Detroit police
officer accused of torturing and
assanlting his ex-girlfriend, was

matter be adjourned. Wayne
County Assistant Prosecutor
Scott Ehlfeldt agreed.

LER | STAFF PEGTOGRAPHER
David Lee during a court hearing

'Ethravaqant'
day

Two-year-old Aniredh Krishnan
found lots of Easter eggs
Saturday during Canton's i
amiual Laster tygtravaganza :
egq hunt at Heritage Park. ;
The Easter Bunny Breakfast }
was held the same morning &t
Summit on the Park. For mere
photos and a story about the
activities, please see page A3.
You can also visit our Web site
at www.hometownlife.com.

‘When Steele, who had been
called a model police officer by
his previous attorney, entered
the courtroom, his ex-girlfriend,
Kimberly Ann Golematis,
began crying and left with her

in 35th District Court Monday
for the exam when his attorney,

Please see HEARING, A3 BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

to help survival of native plants

to cost more than $10,000. They are
looking for a private company to do
the burns and are receiving bids for
the work.

* The township is expected to mail
flyers to homes near the burn sites
explaining the process and procedure.
A citizen’s meeting is slated for the
second of April.

Prescribed burns

that brings the environment back to
status quo,” Caccamo said. -

MeLaughlin agreed.

“The corner of Sheldon and Warren
would look so much better,” she said.

‘Within a month of the burns,
Thurston said native plants would
begin to surface.

Park Supervisor Abe Vinitski said.
preliminary estimates for burning the
proposed 3.5 acres are about $4,000.
Conklin said the project isn't expected

Burrowing animals, along with
above-ground wildlife, would be safe
from the flames.

“1t would be very coutrolled and
very safe,” she said, adding that a pre-
scribed burn couldn’t go forth without
proper weather conditions.

" The township trustees, Todd LaJoy,
Melissa McLaughlin, Karl Zarbo and
Todd Caccamo, all supported the
project.

“This is a part of a natural process

and Warren nature pond and the
Flodin Park nature trail in the coming
months.

In the works for more than a vear,
the prescribed burns would be used to
encourage native plant regeneration
in areas currently choked out by inva-
sive species.

Leigh Thurston of Municipal
Services said the burns would consist
of alight, controlled fire that would
barely penetrate the area’s surface.

v

Leisure Services, in connection
with the Canton Fire Department
and Municipal Services, is moving
forward with plans for the first-ever
prescribed burns in the township.

“This is an inpovative practice,”
said Leisure Services director Ann
Conklin, of the procedure which is
expected to take place at the Sheldon

tiparks@hometownlife.com
{734) 459-2700
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ness and professional sec-
tor to leaders in the areas of
manufacturing, government,
entertainment, health care and
economics. )
The cost 1s $20. Reservations
are required and can be made
by calling (734) 394-5185.

Corriveau coffee hour

State Rep. Marc Corriveau,
D-Northville, invites residents
to talk over a cup of coffee dur-
ing an evening coffee hour at
6 p.m., March 31 at Parthenon
Coney Island and Restaurant,
39910 Ford Road 1n Canton.

“Talking with residents
about issues that are important
to them and their families is
a very important part of my
job as a state representative,”
Corriveau said. “It's important
for me to hear from residents
so I can continue to do a good
job of representing them in the
Capitol”

Corrivean holds coffee hours,
office hours and other events
throughout the 20th District
to talk with as many residents-
as possible about any issues
or concerns. If your business
or organization would like
to schedule an event with
Corrivean, please contact his
office at (877} 20TH-REP
{208-4737).

Corrivean also holds regu—
lar office hours three times
a month: the first Monday

- of every month at the Wayne
Public Library; the first Friday
of every month at Northville
City Hall; and the third
Menday of every month at the
Plymouth District Library. All
office hours are from 10 a.m. to
11 a.m.

‘Comedy Night' at Village
Theater

If you are an inspiring come-
dians, you might be perfect for
a Comedy Night at the Cherry
Hill Village Theater on June 7.
Some appreciation prizes will
be awarded based on tickets
sales. The event is being spon-
sored by the Plymouth High-
School Football Booster club
and all proceeds will benefit

invited to dress in costume for
the event. The evening gives
those in attendance network-
ing possibilities and socializing
with more than 400 key busi-
ness people and community
leaders. Tickets are $75 and
inchide dinner, open bar,
entertainment, raffles, live and
silent anction.

Sponsorship opportunities
are available. Sponsorships
range from $2,500 to $300
and are available for businesses
looking to expand their expo-
sure before, after and during
the event. Sponsorships will
include tickets to the event
and a number of recognition
mechanisms.

I you are interested in
sponsoring this event, visit the.
Chamber’s Web site at www.
cantonchamber.coin, complete
sponsorship form, and fax
to (734) 453-4503, For more
information or to purchase
tickets, contact Lisa Lewis,
events coordinator, at (734)
453-4040.

Relay for Life
This year’s Relay for Life of

- Canton will be held at Heritage

Park on May 17-18, and offers
everyone in the community an
opportunity to participate in
the fight against cancer.

This year marks 10 years
for Relay For Life of Canton,
featuring a new Fight Back
Ceremony at 10:45 a.m. on
May 17. While the Luminaria
and Survivor Ceremonies offer
time to remember those lost to
cancer and celebrate those who
have won the battle, the Fight
Back Ceremony gives everyone
a chance to make a personal
commitment to how theyre.
going to take action against

-cancer.

If you are interested in start-
ing or joining a team, log on to
www.relayforlife.org and follow

of Canton page. .
If youre not able to join a-
team, simply log on to make a

donation.
For more information, call

“Jamie Chapman (248) 663-

3419.

state.

the DAC on Monday, May 12. The program will be televised by
WDIV Channet 4 and fater broadcast by Comcast around the

8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Table rentals
are sold to capacity with more
than 75 moms selling their kids’
clothes, toys, baby equipment,
cte. There is a $1 admission.
Connection Church is located at
3855 Sheldon Road in Canton,
just north of Michigan Avenue.

_ For more info, please e-mail

John Glenn reunion

characters per line, including
John Glenn High School spaces. Bench plagues with your
- Class of 1988 will hold its 20 special message will be mounted
year reunion on Saturday, Aug.  directly onto your bench.

23 at Roma’s of Garden City.
Tickets are $30 per person. For
tickets and more information
please visit the Web site jgh-

For more information, call
(734) 728-1300.

Grief support group

s88reunion.com. - The Sharing & Caring
: ‘ : . Coffee Hour is an ongoing
St. Michael registration  iercupport sroup for wid-
Registrations are now ows and widowers hosted by

being accepted at St. Michael
Christian School in Canton.

. The school offers preschool (3

year old) throngh sixth grade,
including the half day Young
Fives and full or half day kin-
dergarten. Their academic pro-
gram is tanght by qualified-and
credentialed teachers, and they
support the development of the
whole child in a small class size
setting.

For more information, call
(734)459-9720.

Fellows Creek fund-raiser

The Friends of Fellows Creek
and Canten Leisure Services.
are offering an opportunity
to create a lasting tribute to
friends or family members by

Heartland Hospice. The group
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heartland
Healthcare Center, 4701 N.
Lilley Road, Canton.

The focus of the group is on
the later stages of grief, with
an emphasis on learning to live
with the loss.

This group is held the first
and third Wednesday of the
month and is open to any-
one grieving the loss of a
spouse. There is no charge.
For information, contact Ann
Christensen, toll-free at (888)
973-1145.

Rotary poker tournament

The Canton Rotary Club
will host a poker tournament
fund-raiser on March 29 at

purchasing a commemorative  the Hickory Creek Golf Club,
bench or brick paver at Fellows on Ridge Road north of Ford
Creek Golf Club. Personalized  Road. Registration begins at
benches and brick pavers will 5 p.m., and the game starts at

be placed in a pathway arcund
Fellows Creek Golf Club, locat-
ed at 2936 S. Lotz Road. -

By purchasing a permanent
brick paver for yourself, your

- the links to the Relay For Life~family, or a friend, you not only

6 p.m. The cost to play is $50.
Rebuys and add-ons are $40 for
the first hour. Prize money will
be paid out to top eight play-

- ers. After all payouts, all addi-

) tional money will he used by the
improve the appearance and Rotary Club for service in the
functionality of Fellows Creek, community.

but you also ereate a lasting

- legacy. Each paveris 4" x 8"
in size and can include up to

, three lines of inscription with

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT" _

For more information, con-
tact Ken Beardsly at (734) 844-
1901,

~14 characters per line, includ- Civitans meetlnq

ing spaces. Brick pavers can be Canton Township Trustee
purchased for $100, and are Karl Zarbo will speak on the
100 percent tax deductible. Canton quality of life and

The bench program offersa  upcoming happenings at the
six-foot long bench with a 4” Plymouth-Canton Civitan
x 6” bronze plague inscribed Club’s dinner meeting at 6 p.m.,
with up to four lines with 20 Thursday, March 20, at the

@bsewer

Atlantis Restaurant.

The Civitans are looking for
new members and invite the
public to attend this meeting.
The Atlantis is located at 39500
Ann Arbor Road just east of
I-275 in Plymouth Township.
Cost of dinner is $17 per per-
som (choice from three entrees)
and the cost is $17 per person.

and professional development,
and fellowship. Some of their
service projects include Special
Olympics, Paws with a Cause,
Camp Civitan for the devel-
opmentally disabled, Adopt-

mom2momsale@yahoo.com.

Friends of Canton Farmers
Market

Canton Farmers Market is
currently looking for new and
unique vendors to add to our
growing outdoor market. We
wish to offer additional fresh
produce, organic foods, distinc-
tive edibles, live plants and

-other merchandise. During

the season, rain or shine, the

Trustee Zarbo will speak at Farmers Market offers great
- 730, entertainment, kids’ arts and
Please RSVP to (734) 459- crafts projects, and is a great
1896 or kturngOl@comcast.net - attraction for local patrons.
The Civitans are committed Applications are currently
to community service, gaining  being accepted for the 2008
knowledge through personal season. Stali rentals are avail-

able for the 15 market dates for
$100: The rental fee for each

" individual market date is only

$10. Vendor market applica~
tions and registration forms
are available at leisure.canton-

a-Highway, and many more. mi.org or by contacting the
For a complete list and more Market Master via e-mail at
information about the club, visit kporchia@canton-mi.org or by
http:/fwww.civitan.net/plym-  calling (734) 394-5323.
outhmich. For more information about
Canton’s growing Farmers
Mom 2 Mom sale : Market, visit leisure.canton-
Children’s clothes, toys, mi.org or contact the Market
books, videos, maternity Master at (734) 394-5323.

clothes, and more will be sold at
30-plus tables when the Canton
Newcomers, a social, civic and
charitable group host their
public Mom 2 Mom sale from
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., April 5 at
Summit on the Park ( 46000
Summit Parkway, Canton). A
“large ttem” area and many

Canton Newcomers
meeting -

The public is invited to
learn the impact and rewards
of “Giving the Gift of Life”
at the Canton Newcomers =
Wednesday April 2 adult gen-

great deals will be available. eral meeting at the Sunflower
This year’s sale benefits the Clubhouse at 45800 Hanford,

Plymouth Canton Kiwanis west of Canton Center, at 7:15

Club. Stroliers are welcome, pm.

Admission is $1. Plan to arrive In addition, 51gn~ up for

early and bring a friend/neigh-
bor. For mere information
about the sale or club, visit
WWW.cantonnewcomers.org or
e-mail amybrody@comcast.net.

Mom-to-Mom sale

St. Thornas a’ Becket's
“Mom-to-Mom Sale” will be on.
Saturday, April 12 from 9 a.m.-
noon in the church gym and
classrooms. More than 70 tables
and racks full of great finds for
babies, toddlers and kids will
be available, as well as several
“large item rooms” full of stroll-

more than 20-plus activities
including Book Club, Bunko,
Playgroups, Scrapbooking,
Couples Social, Ladies Night
Out and more. Enjoy refresh-
ments from the Shark Club
and Back Home Bakery, and
ask your banking questions of
Citizen’s Bank. You don’t have
to be “new” to be a Newcomer.
Order a complimentary
newsletter and learn about
this social, civic and charitable
organization by visiting www.
cantonnewcomers.org or call-
ing Donna at (734) 398-6487.

Happy Hounds “My favorite
now offers,... _ Chali;fe vi;'!l‘l‘ere
Gage-Free

Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforis of
home in our home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and loving staff member!

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes

" Visit our website for detalls Brvnn

If you are at Wurk, on vacation,

ers, cribs, car seats, exersaucers,

Feel free to invite a neighbor.

Doy @a'm

or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyal friend & companion

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. = Plymouth, Mi 48170
www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

OEQSE88816

“A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!"
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What Would You Be Doing If Your Feet Didn’t Hurt???

@
A 19239 Newburgh
Foor
734-591-3338
www.footsolutions.com/fivonia

LIVONIA

We can help!

At Foot Solutions, our experts
understand feet and all the problems
they may encounter. With the use of
state-to-the-art technology, we can
assess your unigue needs and
provide a customized solution for your,

Do you have corns, cafluses,
bunions or hammertees? Heel pain,
ball-of-foot pain or plantar fasciitis?
Arihritis or just hard-to-fit feet? We

- can help!

tmproper alignment and support of
the feet can lead to pain in the back,

_ that can lead to amputtation.

WEST BLOOMFIELD
6263 Haggerty Road
{North of Maple)

248-960-0939

www.foolselutions.com/westhioomfield

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm
Sat. 10-am-4pm Closed Sun.

knees and hips. Foot Solutions offers
footwear that changes the way you
walk, often eliminating pain in your
knees, hips and Back. The right
combination of inserts and footwear
can make a big difference in your life!

Diabetics covered by Medicare
Part B may gualify for ong pair of
shoes and three pairs of protective
inseris each year,

For the diabetic foot, properly fitted
shoes are critical. With proper foot -
care and well-fitted shoes and
inseris, people with diabetes can
reduce their risk for complications

Don’t let foot pmblemsge in the way of living the life you want fo live! -

Custom shoe inserts can
dramatically improve your balance
and stability, prevent or reduce
infury and improve your
performance! Ask us about golf
orthotics!

e Offer:
+ Beautiful, healthy shoes in all
sizes ang widths

» Custom and over-me-caunter
orthotic inserts

 Experts trained in addressmg foot
joint and back issues

« Revolutionary footwear available
only at Foot Solutions

VOTED
Michigan’s Bast Shoe Store
by Betroit News readers

CEOB582618
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 An Easter warm-up

Thousands show up for annual eqq hunt

and Easter Bunny visit

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS.
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Easter eggs and spring fever.

Both were evident at
Heritage Park Saturday for
the township’s annual Easter
Eggtravaganza.

“It was just fun,” said
Jennifer Provenzano, township.
recreational specialist. “You
could tell people were ready for
spring, someone even had on
shorts. We pride ourselves on
creating traditions and people
know they can count on us
for some type of safe, family-
friendly Easter activity.”

The two-hour event featured
visits from Mickey Mouse,
Scooby Doo and Pablo the pen-
guin from the Backyardigans.

“I didn’t know about the
song (and dance from the
Backyardigans) but [ heard it
so many times, I'm totally in
now,” Provenzano joked about
the popular tune from the Nick
Jr. program. “Pablo was really
popular.”

Other attractions included
a petting farm, craft area,
build-an-Easter-Buddy sta-

Kevin Johnsun 3 years old, gathers eggs hidden on the play structure. He
was at the event with his mom, Beth, and brother Alex.

tion and, of course, an egg
hunt. Representatives from the
Canton Fire Department and
the police department’s K-9
unit were also on hand inter-
acling with residents.

Provenzano estimated that
between 3,000-4,000 people
attended the event.

HEARING

FROM PAGE Al

supporters. Steele also cried
and rested his head on lns
hand.

Steele was arrested March
4 after allegedly firing three
shots from his revolver near
Golematis at her Canton
home. Ehifeldt, who had
pushed for Steele’s $5 million
bond, said he struck the victim
with a baseball bat and fired at
least one of the shots near her
head.

The couple, who had been
dating for about six months,
lived together briefly but were
separating.

The charges against Steele
include torture and assault
with intent to murder, both
felonies punishable up to life
in prison; assault with intent
to do great bodily harm less
than mprder, a 10-year felony;
two counts of assault with a
dangerous weapon, four-year

SILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTQGRAPHER

Gary Steele reacts to seeing and
hearing his ex-girifriend in court on
Monday.

felonies; weapon/firearm dis-
charge in or at a building, a
four-year felony; and weapons-
“felony firearm, punishable up
to two years.

Have lunch or dinner with
Trudi Daniels of WRIF-FM

Buddy’s Pizza and the
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers are back for a sec-
ond season of Dining with the
Stars.

This month’s lecky winner
will have lunch or dinner with
'Trudi Daniels, the popular -
news host of the Drew & Mike
show on WRIF-FM (101.1).

To enter the contest, tell us
iri 100 words or less why you
want to dine at Buddy’s with
Trudi Daniels. E-mail your
entry to BuddysDiningStars(@
gmail.com by midnight
Saturday, March 22,

Daniels, the recipient of
Hour magazine’s Sexiest
Voice Contest and the recent
host of the WRIF Rock Girl
Competition, describes herself
as a wife and mom who enjoys
inline skating and scuba div-
ing. She’s a certified open water
scuba diver just back from
sunny Mexico.

Her favorite music?

“I still love Stevie Ray -
{Vaughan) — he's immor- -
tal — the (Red Hot) Chili
Peppers and, of course, my
iPod is crammed with AC/DC!
Favorite new album is Stadium
Arcadium and best new song,
Worldwide Suicide,” Daniels
said.

This month’s lucky win- .
ner will be treated to alimo
ride to Buddy’s by AH Class .

:

“ow v

~ This month's wineer will have lunch

or dinner with Trudi Daniels, news
host of WRIF-FM (101.1).

Transportation & Limousine
Services, a $100 gift certifi--
cate to the Reaver Diamond
Co. in Southfield, 2 makeover
by Utopia Salon in Northville.
and a dance exhibition cour-
tesy of Fred Astaire Dance
Studio in Bloomfield Hills.

In addition, Buddy’s wiil

make a $500 donation to The

Salvation Army in Daniels
name,

Buddy's Pizza reviews all
entries for “Dining With The
Stars” and selects the top four
to five “fan” letters. The star
featured for the month makes
the final selection.

¥ 100s Of Models!

Save 32, 480
" On Our Most Popular
8 Deck Model *

Olympian Tresho

*
FREE Rock Wall! |
Up To A $840 Value! 3

Specialty Play System

wse, 12' Rocket Shide,
2 Swings,  Trapeze, Free 6° Rockwall

The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

Michigan’s Largest Selection Best Prices!

# Biggest Savings Of The Year'

With Purchase of
any Complete
Backyard Adveritures

Sale Ends -
3131108

Stap In For A FREE Catalog & DVD o
Viruel Catalog At Www dollhosplhl onm

3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley, 248-543-3115 Mon-8at 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 Sun 124

“We really lucked out with
the weather,” Provenzano said.

" “It was a little muddy but it

was pleasanily warm. We had
a great turnout despite Easter
being early on the calendar.”

tlparks@hometowntife.com
{734) 459-2700 .

\D}

IRt fever S co pordd

» Quietest Units

¢ Affordable Pricing

* Quality Installation

» Extended Warranties
& EZ Financing

(134) 525-1930

Our 34th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LERNOX D |

Above, Morgan and
Brett Horning sif with
the Easter Bunny as

4 mom and dad Beth

4 and Steve Horning
take their picture.

At left, the kids, and

We make seeing the dentist easy!

* FREE denture consultation

+ Same-day dentures with extraction
* Interest-free payment plans

* Most insurance accepted

UP TO

Save 5600

On select DENTURE sets

s

Bentai &
Dentures’

Aucare

Livonia 734522-3100 -1
Auburn Hills 248 335-5700-‘.,‘

New patlents 18 oroider (5115 va

| "_www;a-ﬂca_re.com

\8919 MIDDLEBELT "LIVOND

OEDE585515
me—

(DID YOU NOTICE U R MISSING?)

Visit engage, the University of Michigan's one-stop online
clinical research connection where our reséarchers find you. It
takes only minutes to register your information in our database.

. When there is a potential match with a clinical research project,

Go Tow

you will be contacted to see if you would like o participate.

University of Michigan
Health System -

WW. UMengage org to volunteer today.
1- 877-5-engage |
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For a fimited time at our new Huntington
location in Northville, you can get 0.50% off a
Huntington Home Equity Loan or Personal
Credit Line* It's the perfect way to lower your
rate or monthly payment. To learn more, stop by
our Northville Banking Otfice located af 44190

Five Mile Road. | . of'f our already low rate*

J# Huntington

A bank investﬁd' in people®

*lmpartant infonation sbout this offer: Subjeut to application and approval and acceptable appralsal and title search. 70 recaive the 0.50% discaunt, borrower must establish opuonal automatic payment from a Huntington
deposit secount {0.25% discount} and qualify for 2 Huntington Checking Package discount {0.25%),

* . *Loan rates are determined bfspecrhc undenwriting criteria, such as credit history, loan amount, loan term, loan to value ratio and owner occupancy status. Programs and mnrmwns are subject to changs. Insurence must be

carrisd on the propany, secuming the Ioem and if it is lacated in a Sperial Fiood Hazard Areq, fivod insurence may be muwmd

! 'Bates are determpined hy adding an mdex and & margin. The margin is determined by specific wmdanmitiog criters, such a8 eredit history, lne smount, foan o valus o and owner octupency status, Rate is varisble, and gan

change monthly, byt wit never bs hrgherman 18.0%. Programs and conditions are subject to change. insurance must be carded on the property securing the loan, and if itis located in a Spacial Flood Hazerd Area, floed insurence.

may ke requiredt. There may be an early cancellation fee of $250 if you closs your account within 3 years. Minimum payraent requirement is interest anly for the firse 10 years of the aceount, followed iy a 20-vear iepayment -

oriodd. Making anly the minimsim payment duiring the first 10-vears will not reduce the piincipal balancs on the acoount, Minimurn paymedits will e higher during the repayment period to aliow for the epaymant of principal.
Pefitter FDIC. * Hundigton® and A bank invgsted in paople® are federaly registered servica marks of Hunti Bancsh

. & 2008 Hy Bancsh

Celehratmq the joy of reading

Reading Night at the Cantan Public Library took place March 13 and was
celebrated by people of all ages, including Dominic and Devin Gentry

of Canton, who posed for a picture with Tigger. In all, about 70 peopie
attended, fistening to stories read by members of the community, including
State Rep. Marc Corriveau, who read 'Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel’
by Virginia Lee Burton. Radio personality Rachel Hunter from WYCD read
‘Recess Queen’ by Alexis 0’Neill. Attendees also watched a video of Gov.
Jennifer Granholm reading 'Buzzy the Bumblebee’ by Denise Brennan-
Nefson. Canton Public Library program specialist Kristen Tierney read
‘Green Eggs and Ham' by Dr. Seuss, whiie Tigger lead the group in movement

exercises fo help get the wiggles out.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR o

Crop for a Cure
An ati day scrapbooking event, Crop
for a Cure, will be held 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. Saturday, March 29, in the gym-
nasium at the Maplewood Community
Center, 3735 Maplewood, west of .
Merriman, Garden City. The costds $35
per person and incliades lunch, dinner,
beverages and snacks. Pay by March
20 and recefve five free prize fickels

for a raffle of scrapbooking and non-

scrapbooking related merchandise. A -
Cfose to My Heart consuftant will be on
site with some cash-and-carry stock
and limited supplies for purchase.

Registration fee is nop-refundable. First
come, first serve, For more information,

call Dawn Downer at (734) 502-4277
or contact her by e-mail at downt@
comeast.net. Alf proceeds will benefit

the 2008 Michigan 3-Day Breast Cancer

Walk.
Mom2Mom sale

The Livonia YMCA wilk host a Mom2Mom

Sale, 2-5 p.m., Sunday, March 30, at the
YMCA, 14255 Stark Road, just north of

A L
i

Schoolcraft. Tables are stifl availabie by
cafling Jean at {734) 261-2161 o7 {248)
615-1080. There will be a farge itém
room, with furniture and baby equip-
ment and a bake sale and hot dogs for
sale to benefit the YMCA. Admission is
$1. Stroflers are allowed after 3 p.m.

Call for chereographers

The Ann Arbor Civic Baliet is searching
for choreographers from throughout
Michigan to showcase their original
pieces in the second annual Dance

Michigan performance. AACB seeks all

types of dance styles from classical
ballet to modern dance set to music
from Classical compaosers to Top Forty
and everything in between, The per-
formance wifl take place on Saturday,
April 19, at the Saline High School Flien
Ewing Center for the Performing Arts.
For more information on participating
in the showcase or sponsoring Dance
Michigan visit www.anaarborcivichak-
let.com or contact Mary Combi at
(734) 668-8066 or mcombi@comeast,
net -

s internal Medicine & Family Pragtice

 Evaning & weskend hours

+ Mo appointments neceosary
* Siatg-obiln-art faoiity

¢ Lab onglts

» Xefay onsite

www.comparisdining.com
www.fiammagrille.com

*5350 3. Main Sircel”
"~ Plymouth .
(734) 415-0100,

Banquals Avallahle Inr 20- zunn enle
call&‘a Momnes nm

Wisit anr sister restaurant
right pext door -


http://www.hometownlife.com
http://comcast.net
http://www.annarborcivicbal-
http://fet.com
http://vWfV.comparisdining.com
http://www.fiammagrille.com
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Everyone should have a financial disaster plan

aw the story last week
about the erane disaster in

! New York and the tornado
in Atlanta and other storms
throughout the country. { have
no doubt that over the next
couple of months we will see
some unpredictable weather
here in Michigan. One story
that gets lost in covering these
ti;a.gedies is how people who
survive and who have lost all
financial records have to deal
with issues that develop after a
disaster. , .

- Itis never easy to deal with
a natural disaster, but people
who-are organized have a bet-
ter chance of dealing with the
situation then those who are
unprepared. It is important
for everyone to have a plan
in place to protect financial
records. It is a good idea for
everyone to have some sort of
disaster plan in place.

A financial disaster plan

does not have

or.difficult.
It hastobe
| something that
works for you.
What should
S be in a disas-
ter file? A
Woney Matters disaster file
should contain
e 8 list of all
. your financial
institutions with your account
number and any access infor-
mation such as a PIN. Your

Rick Bioom

disaster plan should also con-

tain a list of your charge cards,
account number and any other
relevant account information.
To have an effective disaster
file, it should also contain cop-
ies of your property insurance
poticies and any appraisals on
property that you may have.
In addition, it should have a
video inventory of your home.

1o be complex -

After all, if your home was
destroyed the video could be
invaluable in dealing with . "
your insurance cofnpany..

A disaster file should also
contain a list of phone num-
bers, e-mail addresses and
web sites for the professionals
that you use such. as insurance
agents, attorneys and accoun-
tants. I also think it makes
sense to have copies of your .
Jast three yeasrs worth of tax
returns. :

Like many things in life, we
get motivated to do something
and then we forget about it.
Unfortunately, your disaster

file is not something you cando .

once and forget about it. Tt just
doesn’t work that way. Every '
six months to a year you need
to review your disaster file to
make surethat it is current.
Having a disaster file is

great, however, that may be
immaterial unless it is kept

Conference focuses on mental health care

Two national leaders in men-
tal health will be featured at
Erasing Stigma, a regional con-
ference that looks at the types
of stigma and way to remove
them as barriers to improving
the health and quality of life for
individuals with mental illness.

Terry Cline, administrator for
the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services administrator of
the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, and David
Satcher, the 16th surgeon gen-
eral, who oversaw a pioneering

report of the role of stigma in
mental health, are among the
speakers.

Other speakers include
individuals who participate in
mental health, employment,
housing and other programs.

The conference will be 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, March
25, at the Hyatt Regency in
Dearborn. Sponsors are the
State of Michigan Department
of Community Health, the
Detroit-Wayne County
Community Mental Health

. Agency, providers and eon-

sumers and the Statewide
Anti-Stigma Committee.
Registration is required.
The conference fee is $60 and
includes meals and confer-

-ence training materials. To

register or for more-informa-
tion, call the Virtual Center of
Excellence at (734) 785-7793
or email rsvp@vceonline.org.

Alimited number of scholar-
ships are available to consumers
served by Detroit Wayne CMH
by calling (313) 833-3984.

Www, Marygrove. edu

Explore Marygrove College!
March 25, 4:00 p.m. or
March 28, 10:00 a.m.

RSVP by March 21:

Shamra Clark, 313-927-1579 or
sclark@marygrove.edu.

| ‘Save ydur spot

in an upcoming
Spring Open

House, take

'~ -a tour and
talk one-on-one
with an academic
representative!

‘n the right place. My gen-
eral rule is that a disaster file
needs to be kept off location.
Whether you use a safety

“deposit box at a bank or keep

-t at your office or even use
one of the online services,
don't keep your disaster file at
home.

The majority of people will

never have to access their disas-
ter file. However, think that if
you were confronted by a natu-
ral disaster. how much easier
things will be if you do.

Before spring storms come to
Michigan spend a few minutes
to organize and prepare a disas-
ter file, The time you spend now
can will save you time, aggrava-

tion and a lot of money.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowniife.com. For more
information, visit Rick's Web site at
www.bloomassetmanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m.
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400).

2
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BALANCES OF
$50,000 OR HIGHER

& Charter One

Not your typical bank?®

Security and flexibility. Together at last.
The smart savings option from a bank you can count on.
Call 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find your fit at charterone.com

N

/

A

Charter One Member FBIC. High Yield Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected halances for new personal accounts: 3.00% APY for balances of $50,000 and greater, 2.75% APY for balances of $10,000 to $49,009, 1.00% APY for balances up 10 55,999, Fees may reduce earnings. Ses a banker for FDIC coverage amounts

and transaction limitations, Accounts cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. 510,000 minimum opening deposit is required. Minimum tranisaction of 310,000 for withdrawals, Nongualifying transaction fee ot $25 each for any withdrawal yncier $10,000 in a statement pertod. All accoums ar!q services subject to approval. APYs accurate as
of publication date and may change before o7 after account apening. Personal accounts anly. $5,000,000 maximum deposit per customer, Offer valid in M1 only. This offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time. Gharter Une is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A.
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Cooking up some help

Some 200 guests recently attended when the Keller Wittiams Realtv
Plymouth Market Center hosted a Chili Cook off fund-raiser which -
raised $4,986 to donate toward medication and chemotherapy costs
for Greg Borowiak, grandson of one of their agents, Marge Tack. |
couidn't be more proud of the hard work our KW Cares Committee
and our agents did to help raise almost $5,000 for Greg. | am
blessed to fead such a fantastic team of caring agents,” says Team

" Leader Mike Workman. As soon as the Plymouth Market Center
heard Greg needed hefp the KW Cares Committee including Ray
Velasco, Marge Tack, Jim Buettner, Melissa Sambrene and Ann Waight '
mobilized. Sponsors donated door prizes and 25 agents and staff
donated batches of their best chili. An estimated 200 guests came
through the office over the three-hour event.

adio station
aces cash crunch

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER -

When it rains it pours.

The Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park radio sta-
tion, WSDP FM, recenily spent
$3,500 to install a new cable
between the transmitter and
‘antenna. The defective cable,
‘believed to be the original from
1972, forced the high school
radio station at Salem High
School off the air for about a
week before resuming pro- -
gramming,. -

However, the money prob-
lems didn't stop there.

“The two circular antenna
near the top of the tower also
need to be replaced,” said Bill
" Keith, station manager. “Right
now, it does get our signal
out. But, there's some concern
there may be some water dam-
age, which may be causing our
problem with power reflecting
back to the trarismitter: We've
gotten agood 30 years out of

them, so that’s pretty good.”
However, the student-run

station operates on a subsidy

from the school district bud-

get, radiothons and donations.

Another $3,000 is a financial
hit that will be difficult to
handle. “It’s definitely taking
a dent out of our savings, but

hopefully we'll keep it as mini- *

mal as possible,” said Keith.
“Maybe it's a chance for alums
and supporters of the station to
step up and help us out.

“I had one alumnae member
donate money after stopping in
and talking about the expenses
related to the cable,” he said.
“The next day, there was a
check in the mail for a portion
of the expense. Hopefully, some
other folks will step ap, too.”

Donations to WSDP can be
made by calling Keith at (734)
416-7732, or with a credit card
on the station’s Web site at
881TheEscape.com.

thruscato@hometowntife.com

United Way's Jerry
Trumpka remembered
as a ‘great friend"

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Jerry Trumpka contracted

“polio at the age of 9 — three years
. before the Salk polio vaccine

became available - enduring the
pain of scalding hot towels on
his legs and a cast from the waist
down as part of his treatment.

1t was fitting Trumpka was
president of the Plymouth A M.
Retary in 2003, an international
organization whose effort since
1985 has been 1o eradicate polio
worldwide. Trumpka, who suf-
fered from post-polio syndrome,
called it an emotional moment
when he introduced a 15-year-
old from Peru who wore aleg
brace because of polio.

“I had to hold back the tears,”

 said Trumpka at the early morn-

ing R meeting, “I haven’t
seen a kid in a leg brace in years,
and it bronght back a lot of child-
hood memories. Tt was really
tough.”.

Trumpka, 57, died Monday*
morning shortly after arriv-
ing for work at the Plysnouth
Community United Way office
in downtown Plymouth, where
he was operations associate.
The organization serves both

TSA acce

The Senior Alliance Holiday
Meals program is gearing up -
to provide hot, festive meals to
homebound seniors in the 34
southern and western Wayne -
County communities on-
Raster Sunday. And it’s still not
too late for individuals to sign”
up.

Seniors interested in receiv-
ing the meal must be home-
bound, age 60 years and older,
or disabled and be home alone
anid without a meal onsthe holi-
day. Current recipients of home
delivered meals are ehglble for
the holiday meal.-

the Plymouth and Canton com-
munities. Trumpka, a presence
around town riding his red
scocter, collapsed and died from
an apparent heart attack.

“He was a great employee and
friend, he’ll be missed by every-
one,” said Marie Morrow, PCUW
president. “He was a very dedi-
cated person and believed in the
United Way. His goal was to help
people, and no matter what you
asked of Jerry he always did it.”

Trumpka was instrumental
in developing the Sandra Sagear
Award, given by the Plymouth
AM. Rotary and named after a
former Plymouth High School
student who overcame the strug-
gles of living with polio. A wall
honoring all the recipients is vis-
ible inside the front entrance at
the new Plymouth High School.
Fellow Rotarian Deb Madonna
said she first met Trumpka when
his name surfaced as someone
who could help initiate the
award and $500 scholarships
in Sagear’s name. “I called him
up as astranger and he said he'd
help,” said Madonna, who resides
in Plymouth Township. “He iden-
tified with Sandy and took it per-
sonally. It was important to him
that we get the-wall done.”

pts signu

TSA has a meal request form
available at sendor centers in its
service area that can be mailed
to The Senior Alliance, 3850

-Second St., Suite 201, Wayne,

MTI 48184. Meal request forms
can also be obtained by calling
Lori Tooles-Carrington at (734)
727-2063.

- Onthe forms, the individual
or individuals must indicate

if they will alone on Easter
Sunday. They must include
their names, address and
telephone number.and name
.of apartment complex where
applicabile; as well as their age

BILL BRESLER |5TAFF PHOTDGRAPHER

Those close to him remembered Jerry Trumpka, shown here at a Plymouth
Whalers game, as ‘a great friend” after his passing Monday morning.

. “Jerryreally did care about

"helping other people, he was a

guiet giver,” she said. “He liked
helping people because he felt he

* had been helped by the service

groups when he wasa kid. He
felt akinship to giving back to
people.”

Beth Stewart of Plymouth
Township, current president of
the Plymouth A.M. Rotary, said
Trumpka’s name will be placed
along Sagear’s in future scholar-
ship awards. “Jerry was one of the
founding members of our A.M.

“Rotary Club,” said Stewart. “He

was made an honorary member
when his health precluded great-
er participation. "He will sure

be missed, his enthnsiasm and
his love for people,” she added.
“He will be greatly missed by all
members in our club.”

Despite fighting the effects of
polio all his lfe, Trumpka rarely
letit get him down.

“Through all the difficulties, I

s for holi

and if the receive home deliv-
ered meals. One meal will be
given to each eligible person.

With Easter on the hori- ©
zon, Pete the Fuzzy Peep is
back again to help The Senior
Alliance raise money to serve
even more homebound seniors
this Easter holiday. Peeps are
sold for $5, which covers the
cost of the meal for a home-
bound senior.

The holiday meals program
serves dinners on Easter,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving and
Christmas, however, there are
12 holidays thr'o‘ughout the

2008 Update of Tax & Medicai

“ For 8

&1 10‘%"

rk

have been able to lead a produc-
tive life,” said Trumpka to fellow
Rotarians in 2003. “Tvebeen
married 25 years (now 30), we
have a child and T have ajob. 1
never thought { would be a club
president of a group that fights
polio, hands out scholarships and
helps young people with adversi-
ties they face. I'm really blessed.”

Trumpka is survived by his
wife, Becky, and one dangh-
ter, Toni. Visiting hours at the
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home
in Plymouth are scheduled for
today (Thursday) 2-8 p.m., with
a prayer service at 7:30 p.m.

The funeral will be 11
a.m. Saturday, March 29, at
Resurrection Catholic Chuerch in
Canton Township.

(Observer staff writer Jufie Brown con-
tributed to this report.

thruscato@hometownlife.com
{734) 459-2100

ay meal

year that holiday meals are not
served due to lack of funding.
There is no state or federal
funding for holiday meals; its
existence is entirely dependent
upon the generosity of indi-
vidual donors. Anyone inter-
ested in contributing toward
the program can make a check,
payable to The Senior Alliance
Holiday Meals, or “SAHM” in
the memo area.

People who would like to vol-
unteer to help or make a con-
tribution, call Jaclyn Kochis at
(734} 7272060 or by e-mail at
kochis@tsalink.org.

,_ h&p

2008 Update of Federal Estate Ta\ La“ s, Medlcare & Medical Issues and Ta\’atmn of Soc1al Secunty . -'
Rules and Regulations to Help Protect You From Nursing Home Costs-

Probate 'L_aws ‘and Guidelines -

2008 ¢ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm-

rk ¢ 46000 Summit Parkwa
Reserv_ tions Required-*-Call Now!

Canton, MI 48188
~248-349-4639 (24 s
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~ Come by and join in all the excitement
as we go for the McDonald’s record for the...

March 28 « Noon-1:00

Come order from

Each car will receive a coupon for...

The car that breaks the
record will receive a...

'Arts & Crafts Every
~ Family Fun Night
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Issues to watch
with schools chief

Tt didn’t take long for the grumbling to start once

the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools Board of '
Education tapped Craig Fiegel as its new superinten-

" dent.

The primary gripes about Fiegel are his salary
($195,000 per year, some $34,000 more than the dis-
triet was paying retired Superintendent Jim Ryan) and
his experience (he’s coming from an elementary school
district of some 1,900 students).

~ Both are legitimate concerns, but frankly the big-
ger one for us is the experi-

ence. Fiegel is being paid
$180,000 under his cur-
rent contract at Evergreen
Park (Ill.) Elementary
School District 124. He was
aiready making more than
Ryan, and he wasnt going

All of the finafists presented
by the district's search .
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always going to cost the
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Fiegel’s ability to adapt to

a huge district, where each w“edwelv
of three high schools indi-
vidually has more students
than Fiegel’s present district has collectively.

Even Fiegel himself admits there’s going to be a “huge
learning curve.” But on a trip to his Tllincis district last
week, board members found nothing to dissuade them
from the notion Fiegel could handle it. They voted 6-1
in favor of the hiring, and the lone dissent (from Trustee
Dianne Gonzalez) was an issue of process rather than
ability.

Gonzalez noted she’d rather have seen all the applica-
tions rather than just the ones presented the board by
the search firm. While that’s a “perfect world” scenario,
it wasn’t really feasible considering the number of apphi-
cants received. Besides, if the board was going to do

. that, it could have saved itself the $25,000 it paid for
the search firm (another bone of contention for some).

While the board will certainly have to keep an eye
on Fiegel’s adjustment, those wondering whether he
can make the leap to such a large district need only
remember this: Ryan oversaw districts in Reed City and
Lansing Waverly, neither exactly zooming up the charts
of the state’s largest.

And Ryans tenure turned out pretty well.

Oh, thank heaven

| spring has finally arriVed -

Considering most of us have been busy lamenting the
lingering effects of a winter that has dumped more than
60 inches of snow on us, some of us might have missed
the fact that the harbingers of spring have slowly started
to creep back into our lives.

Flocks of robins have been returning to the area for
weeks. The days are starting to get longer, and the tem-
~ peratures are climbing out of the 30s. The Easter Bunny
wiil be here this weekend. And the Detroit Tigers are
nearly done with spring training, meaning Opening Day
is just around the corner.

. Today we can add to this list the ¢alendar which,
. thankfully, tells us today is the first official day of spring.
March 20 is the day most observers asscciate with the
beginning of spring. It is the day of the vernal equinox
— when the sun sits directly above the Earth’s equator,
and sunrise’and sunset are about 12 hours apart. That
means from here on out the days will grow longer than
the nights until the summer solstice, when the tables will
gradually be turned in night’s favor once again. .

But let’s not think about that now.

Instead, let’s think about the daffodils and tulips- |

that will soon re-emerge from the soil. Let’s think
about the forests that will soon be bursting with wild-
flowers and the new leaves of the season. Let’s think
about barbecuing some burgers or dogs on the grill.
Let’s think about the warmth of the sun that will tan
up some of our pale bodies. Let’s think about heading
- out to the golf course, or fishing our favorite lake or
stream. Let’s think about the Tigers getting off to a
great start on their way to hopefully winning their sec-
ond pennant in three years.

So, let’s just.say so long to Old Man Winter. Please,
please' dont come back until after the Tigers win the
World Series.
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Curiosity, not humiliation

It’s a shame that Catherine Johnson
has to give up her seat because of a
remark that offended a few people in the
township. I'm saddened that Supervisor
Yack doesn't have more backbone and
stand behind Ms. Johnson for her ques-
tion. I'm sure Mr. Yack researched this
and found it to be offensive, but to
whom? I served in Vietnam and know
that some religions urinate on land to
mark it as their own, as probably many
vets know.about this ritual.

I think the Hindus of Canton should-

"realize that this is the United States

and our questions about them are out
of curiosity and concern rather than

. humiliation. Being an understanding
. alien would make them more comfortable

to live around also. )
Robert Denstedt
Canton

-Fine iournalism

The March 13 edition of the Canton

‘Observer includes an excellent column

by Kurt Kuban ("Don’t forget about
our soldiers in debate on Iraq”). At the
beginning, it concerns Todd Caccamo’s
efforts to assist troops in Iraq but then
goes on to deal with the broader issue
of the Iraq war. The portion on the

“war is insightful and particularly well

done. It is a good read. A job well done,
Mr. Kuban. This is fine journalism in
my opinion, especially in a community
newspaper. '
Raymond J. VanHoeck

Canton

Salary is excessive

We live in Plymouth-Canton, not
Chicago. For the $195,000 that the
school board is willing to pay new
Superintendent Craig Fiegel, we could
hire a teacher and an administrator. Tt
goes without saying that the teachers
that are constantly asked to take cuts,
deserve inore.

Jan Vanderziel
Canton

Issue with financials

Let’s see here, we are threatening to
cut busing to kindergarten, school trips,
etc. We may lay off staff, tea.chmg and
otherwise. We continue to be in deficit
spending; constantly serambling to bal-
ance the budget.

So we hire a new superintendent who
comes from a district one-10th the size
of gurs and we give him a raise from his
current salary and $30,000 higher than
our current retiring superintendent, plus
1 will wager we are paying for his move
here and are raising his expense account.

Now that sounds like good fiscal use of
district money.

He may weil be a highly qualified
individual with plenty of accolades, but
I don't feel he should be paid a higher
salary than our retiring Jim Ryan until
he has proven he can run this large of a
district.

He comes from an elementary school
district with a population of about 1,900.
Therefore he has not dealt with middie
school and high school academic and
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athletic issues and their mindset, staff
and students. It is a lot different than
elementary. I do wish him the best and
much success. I just have an issue with
the financials.

Robert Johns

Plymouth

Why no polygraph?

I was deeply disturbed by the
Observer’'s March 6, 2008, article about
the results of a polygraph test, which
may cast doubt on the identification of
Alexander Letkemann. He and Jean
Pierre Orlewicz are accused of killing
Daniel Sorensen in November 2007,
in a case referred to by Wayne County
Prosecutor Kym Worthy as the “thrill
kill” case.

Clearly, if Letkemann did not appear
in the hardware store before the death of
Sorensen, the element of premeditation
could be negated and then Letkemann
should not be charged with first-degree
murder.

Your article stated that daring the
preliminary hearing, the store manager
stated that she saw Letkemann in her
hardware store looking at hatchets and
torches just two days before Sorensen
was brutally murdered. In the very next
paragraph, the article cites police reports
reading that the manager was not abso-
lutely certain that she saw Letkemann
and that she may have simply recognized
him from media reports.

Eyewilness reports are often the most
unreliable pieces of evidence, but the
most compelling and believable to juries.
Convicted felons who were actually inno-
cent have been placed in jail by sincere
but mistaken eyewitnesses, only to be
released later on DNA evidence.

Your article states that Letkemann
voluntarily submitted himselfto a
polygraph test regarding whether he
had gone to the hardware storein ques-

-tion before the killing of Sorensen.
. Letkemann passed the test, and his

attorneys are asking that prosecutors
not simply use their private test, but that
Letkemann would take a polygraph test
with the Michigan State Police. -

‘Why prosecutors would refuse to do

this befuddles me. If they are so certain

that Letkemann was in the hardware
store days before the murder and they
want to use this to prove premeditation,
this polygraph (although inadmissible in
evidence} would make their-case for first-
degree murder a slam dunk victory.

Tike it, love it, or hate it, all prosecu-
tors represent the People of the State
of Michigan, and Letkemann is one of
those people. The prosecutors working
on this case should have Letkemann
take the polygraph test administered -
by the Michigan State Police. There -
may be other evidence that can prove
premeditation, but the media accounts
have not made me aware of any. Why
seek charges for first-degree murder if
evidence cannot prove that he commit-
ted that crime?

Letkemann should be punished and
serve time in prison for whatever crimes
he did commit. (I will not sugarcoat it
— media reports of his statements to
police say that he dismembered and tried
to dispose of Sorensen’s body after his

- brutal death). Thatis part of our penal

gystem: to punish for the offense, keep
the community safe from the offender,
and rehabilitate the offender so that he
can contribute to society in a positive
way once released.

There is no sense, however, in trying
and convicting a man of a crime that he

id not commit.

I maintain that the prosecutors on this
case should continue to pursue justice in
this case for all crimes committed — but
only prosecute for those crimes commit-
ted and sapported by evidence.

Jennifer M. Harvey
Harvey Legal Group, PLLC
Northville

Which bag to choose?

Viewing the candidates Iike three peo- ’

_ ple carrying their own mdmdual brown
_paper bags.-

One, a fresh, compelting, sIow~speak1ng
candidate suggesting sométhing called
hope and dancing hyperbole, carrying no
concrete evidence of achievement. The
second one, toting a bag holding claims
to extraordinary experience and solu-
tions but a baglarge and heavy with air
alone. Then comes the uncornplicated
older guy carrying a bag with only simple
facts, blunt but honest talk, personal -
characteristics of unique guality and a

~ background of experience with problems

actually solved. In such an important
national lottery over which bag will the
public choose to risk its future.

Real life is hard to maintain with a
bombardment of the easy political prom-
ises toward the self-interest of Americans.
Not whoily unlike the optimism about
promised leadership in Michigan, the
downside was tnvisible until the potholes
showed up. A specific pothole of sup-
port of political aimlessness willbea =+
forthcoming horror caused by the rush to
corn-based ethanol with ignorance of the
reality of its energy intense production
requirement, as a fuel a terrible effect on
the enviropment. '

The worst will be the price paid by all
in the cost of the American public’s food
supply. The food costs will expand public

- misery coupled with additional “invest-

ment” tax plan cards still remaining cov- .
ered up by tin horn politicians. Then, the
scramble for fault-finding will be again
something to behiold.
- James Nowka
Northville

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your fetters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
and content.

Mail:

Letters to the editor
Canton Observer
1100 South Main
Plymouth, Mi 48170

Fax: .
(734) 459-4224

E-mail;
kkuban@hometownife.com
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“Many of our schools were built in the 1950s when air conditioning wasn't a pnonty Air cnndttmmnq and parkmq
are two issues we hear a lot about. Back then they didn’t make parking lots for 400 cars.”

- Greg Baracy, Wayne Westland superintendent, on reasons why the district may seek a new bond next year _
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