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Getting drunken drivers off road 
St. Patrick's Day 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In the days leading up to St. 
Patrick's Day, MADD has hon­
ored a Canton police officer for 
his efforts to nab intoxicated 
motorists and the Canton 
Police Department has contin­
ued its partnership with Wayne 
County to nab serious and 
repeat drunken drivers. 

Canton officer Edward 
Johnson was honored 
Thursday at MADD's Annual 
Lifesavers Luncheon at the 
Burton Manor in Livonia. 

"The Lifesavers Luncheon 
(celebrates) police officers who 
are committed to making our 
roadways safer by removing 
and arresting drunken drivers 
in our communities," said lun­
cheon sponsor Terry Cochran, 
attorney and senior partner of 
Cochran, Foley & Associates, 
PC, of Livonia. 

Johnson, who was nomi­
nated by officials within the 

. township department, was rec­
ognized along with dozens of 
other officers from Westland, 
Wayne, Plymouth, Livonia and 
Inkster. 

With MADD traditionally 
honoring a township officer 
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Canton Township Officer Edward 
Johnson was recognized by MADO for 
his efforts to get drunken drivers off 
the road. 

each year, Canton Public Safety 
Director John Santomauro said 
the organization's acknowl­
edgement is appreciated. 

"Absolutely," he said. 
"Particularly with something 
as important as drunk driving 
enforcement." 

With Monday's informal hol­
iday known for alcohol indul­
gence, Canton has continued 

its participation in "Operation 
Last Call," an initiative through 
the Wayne County Sheriff's 
Department designed to track 
down and arrest some of the 
area's most serious drunken 
drivers. 

During phase one of the 
project, 40 officers from a col­
lection of area law enforcement 
agencies, began looking for 
repeat and other dangerous 
drunken drivers that failed to 
appear in court or had violated 
parole or probation. 

During a press conference 
Friday, Wayne County Sheriff 
Warren Evans said officials 
targeted nearly 200 people 
that have been charged with 
felony drunken driving, mean­
ing they have been convicted 
of an alcohol related driving 
offense at least three times or 
have caused a serious injury 
accident while intoxicated. 

"With one of the biggest 
drinking days of the year just 
around.the corner, it is impor­
tant that we take as many of 
these ticking time bombs as 
possible off the road before 
St. Patrick's Day celebrations 
begin," Evans said Friday. 

Please see DRINKING, A10 

Extra precautions key to preventing fires 
BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

For many, the brand-new 
overhead sprinkler system 
would have sufficed in the area 
of fire protection, but Esther 
Strommer needed something 
more. 

Strommer of Northville is the 
office coordinator for the new 
H&R Block office on Michigan 
Avenue west of Canton Center 
Road. Having dealt with 
personal tragedies involving 
structural fires, including the 
death of her father in a house 
fire 30 years ago, Strommer 
said she wasn't content with 
the sprinkler system inside the 
new office, despite the fact that 
it met township standards. 

1 wanted to take extra pre­
cautions for the employees," she 
said, referencing the two fire 
extinguishers she had installed 
in the front and rear of the 
office space. 

John Oltman, a Canton Fire 
Department inspector, visited 
the seasonal business Thursday 
to offer a how-to session on 
using the extinguishers in the 
event of an emergency. 

When mentioning the over­
head system, Oltman praised 
Strommer for adding the extin­
guishers. 

"It's great that you are going 
above and beyond," he said. 
"My job is to keep fires from 
happening so I enjoy this." 

In addition to tidbits regard­
ing maintenance, Oltman 
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Canton Fire Inspector J . Oltman explains fire extinguisher use and 
certification to Esther Strommer and Anthony Pajak. 

CANTON'S FIRE PREVENTION SERVICES 
One of the Canton Fire 
Department's best firefighting 
tools is prevention. The depart­
ment offers the following fire 
prevention services: 
• Fire inspections 
• Fire prevention consulting 

• Fire investigations 
• Fire safety lectures 
• Baby sitter training 
• Evacuation training 
• Fire extinguisher training 
The Fire Prevention division can 
be reached at (734) 394-5456. 

relayed the P.A.S.S. system: 
pull, aim, squeeze and sweep. 

"I never knew that (acro­
nym)," said H&R Block district 
manager Marie Lukosavich, 
whose son is a fire fighter in 
Ann Arbor. "I think this train­
ing is important for us. Fire 
safety should be important for 
everyone." 

In addition to losing her 

father in a fire, Strommer said 
a faulty furnace caused a blaze 
in her Detroit home in 1988. 

Tm very aware of the dan­
gers and Tm cautious * she 
said. "If there was a fire here, 
we could get into trouble really 
quick because we have records 
here." 

tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700 

Eric Bloom has 
been training 
five days a week 
preparing for his 
cross country ride. 
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t o w a r d s a c u r e 
Cyc l is t to 

r ide a c ross 
c o u n t r y to 

he lp fund MS 
resea r ch 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Eric Bloom can't cure his 
wife's multiple sclerosis but 
he can ride his bicycle from 
California to. Georgia in an 
effort to help fight the disease. 

Bloom, 58, of Canton is 
participating in Fast America 
South, a coast-to-coast bike 
ride offered by America By 
Bicycle. The ride will begin 
April 21 in Costa Mesa, 

California and ends 29 days 
later in Savannah, Georgia. 

With the combination of this 
project and another one, the 
Bike MS ride, Bloom has set a 
goal of raising $3,000 for the 
National MS Society. His wife, 
Patricia, was diagnosed with 
MS in 1997. 

"Although she is in remis­
sion, she continues to struggle 
with the effects of MS," Bloom 

Please see CURE, A4 
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The C Club orientation 
The C Club for Cancer 

Conquerors 6-8 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 18, for an orientation 
and "Principles to Live By" 
seminar at The C Club at 42180 
Ford Road, Canton. 

In addition, the C Club is 
offering its Reclaim, Reshape 
6 Renew the New You work­
shop at the National Shrine 
of the Little Flower church in 
Royal Oak from 4 - 6 p.m. 

The C Club's workshops are 
designed to help cancer con­
querors and others affected 
by this life changing event to 
move forward. 

To register, send an e-mail 
to info@thecclub.org. The 
cost if free, but registration is 
required. 

'Comedy Night' at Village 
Theater 

If you are an inspiring come­
dians, you might be perfect for 
a Comedy Night at the Cherry 
Hill Village Theater on June 7. 
Som6 appreciation prizes will 
be awarded based on tickets 
sales. The event is being spon­
sored by the Plymouth High 
School Football Booster club 
and all proceeds will benefit 
the Plymouth High School 
football program. If you are 
interested in participating as a 
comic, or in attending, contact 
Tiffany at (313) 300-7620 or e-
mail ekj90@sbcglobal.net. 

Chamber dinner auction 
The Canton Chamber of. 

Commerce of will host its 
annual dinner auction fund­
raiser on Friday, April 11 from 
7 p.m.-midnight at Burton 
Manor in Livonia. This year's 
theme is "Margaritaville" 
Guests are invited to dress in 
costume for the event. The eve­
ning gives those in attendance 
networking possibilities and 
socializing with more than 400 
key business people and com­
munity leaders. Tickets are $75 
and include dinner, open bar, 
entertainment, raffles, live and 
silent auction. 

Sponsorship opportunities 
are available. Sponsorships 
range from $2,500 to $300 
and are available for businesses 
looking to expand their expo­
sure before, after and during 
the event. Sponsorships will 
include tickets to the event 
and a number of recognition 
mechanisms. 

If you are interested in 
sponsoring this event, visit the 
Chamber's Web site at www. 
cantonchamber.com, complete 
sponsorship form, and fax 
to (734) 453-4503. For more 
information or to purchase 
tickets, contact Lisa Lewis, 
events coordinator, at (734) 
453-4040. 

Relay for Life 
This year's Relay for Life of 

Canton will be held at Heritage 
Park on May 17-18, and offers 
everyone in the community an 
opportunity to participate in 
the fight against cancer. 

This year marks 10 years 
for Relay For Life of Canton, 
featuring a new Fight Back 
Ceremony at 10:45 a.m. on 
May 17. While the Luminaria 
and Survivor Ceremonies offer 
time to remember those lost to 
cancer and celebrate those who 
have won the battle, the Fight 
Back Ceremony gives everyone 
a chance to make a personal 
commitment to how they're 
going to take action against 
cancer. 

If you are interested in start­
ing or joining a team, log on to 
www.relayforlife.org and fol­
low the links to the Relay For 
Life of Canton page. If you're 
not able to join a team, simply 
log on to make a donation. For 
more information, call Jamie 
Chapman (248) 663-3419. 

John Glenn reunion 
John Glenn High School 

Class of1988 will hold its 20 
year reunion on Saturday, Aug. 
23 at Roma's of Garden City. 
Tickets are $30 per person. For 
tickets and more information 
please visit the Web site jgh-
s88reunion.com. 

St. Michael registration 
Registrations are now 

being accepted at St. Michael 
Christian School in Canton. 
The school offers preschool (3 
year old) through sixth grade, 
including the half day Young 
Fives and full or half day kin­
dergarten. Their academic pro­
gram is taught by qualified and 
credentialed teachers, and they 
support the development of the 
whole child in a small class size 
setting. 

For more information, call 
(734)459-9720. 

Fellows Creek fund-raiser 
The Friends of Fellows Creek 

and Canton Leisure Services 

G o l d p r i c e s a r e s o a r i n g ! 
S t o p i n f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e f o r 

y o u r o l d g o l d , a n t i q u e r i n g s , 
w o r n j e w e l r y , a n d a n y t i m e 

j e w e l r y or g o l d i t e m t h a t y o u 
no l o n g e r n e e d . 

C a s h p a i d i m m e d i a t e l y . 
A l l t r a n s a c t i o n s a r e c o m p l e t e l y 

c o n f i d e n t i a l . C o m e i n a n y t i m e . 

OEQ8591647 

1*** 620 Starkweather* 
Old Village • Plymouth 

734-453-1860 
T & W 10-8,Th&F 10-8, Sat 10-5 • dosed Sun & Man 

Catholic scholar athletes 
Canton's Isabelle McCormack and Plymouth's Jimmy Meadows, who both 
attend All Saints Catholic School in Canton, recently received the CYO 
(Catholic Youth Organization) Athletics' Winter Scholar Athlete Award. 
Recipients of the award are chosen based upon academic standing, 
character and citizenship. They are both 8th graders. 

are offering an opportunity 
to create a lasting tribute to 
friends or family members by 
purchasing a commemorative 
bench or brick paver at Fellows 
Creek Golf Club. Personalized 
benches and brick pavers will 
be placed in a pathway around 
Fellows Creek Golf Club, locat­
ed at 2936 S. Lotz Road. 

By purchasing a permanent 
brick paver for yourself, your 
family, or a friend, you not only 
improve the appearance and 
functionality of Fellows Creek, 
but you also create a lasting 
legacy. Each paver is 4" x 8" 
in size and can include up to 
three lines of inscription with 
14 characters per line, includ­
ing spaces. Brick pavers can be 
purchased for $100, and are 
100 percent tax deductible. 

The bench program offers a 
sis-foot long bench with a 4" 
x 6" bronze plaque inscribed 
with up to four lines with 20 
characters per line, including 
spaces. Bench plaques with 
your special message will be 
mounted directly onto your 
bench. 

For more information, call 
(734) 728-1300. 

Calling all artists 
The Village Theater at 

Cherry Hill and Canton 
Leisure Services are seek­
ing artists for inclusion in a 
resource directory for consid­
eration for possible future col­
laborations. All artistic media 
will be considered, including 
visual art, performing arts, and 
multimedia, such as painting 
and sculpture. All local artists 
within 30 miles of Canton are 
eligible for inclusion and will 

be considered for future proj- . 
ects. 

One of the goals of this new 
resource guide is to unearth 
talented artists in and around 
our community and to provide 
them with opportunities to 
present their work iu Canton. 

For more information, con­
tact Jennifer Provenzano at 
(734) 394-5460 or visit www. 
canton-mi.org. 

Grief support group 
The Sharing & Caring 

Coffee Hour is an ongoing 
grief support group for wid­
ows and widowers hosted by 
Heartland Hospice. The group 
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heartland 
Healthcare Center, 4701N. 
Lilley Road, Canton. 

The focus of the group is on 
the later stages of grief, with 
an emphasis on learning to live 
with the loss. 

This group is held the first 
and third Wednesday of the 
month and is open to any­
one grieving the loss of a 
spouse. There is no charge. 
For information, contact Ann 
Christensen, toll-free at (888) 
973-1145. 

Heartland Hospice is offer­
ing a free series, "Adult Loss 
of a Parent", beginning March 
2 7 through April 24. This 
program is a series of weekly 
sessions offering insights and 
coping skills for an adult's jour­
ney through grief. The series 
will be held at the Heartland 
Hospice office, 3840 Packard 
Road, Ste. 260, Ann Arbor, and 
is open to anyone. For more 
information on other support 
groups or to register, contact 
Christensen at (734) 973-1145. 
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Rotary poker tournament 
The Canton Rotary Club 

will host a poker tournament 
fund-raiser on March 2 9 at 
the Hickory Creek Golf Club, 
on Ridge Road north of Ford 
Road. Registration begins at 
5 p.m., and the game starts atC 
6 p.m. The cost to play is $50. . 
Rebuys and add-ons are $40 
for the first hour. Prize money 
will be paid out to top eight 
players. After all payouts, all 
additional money will be used . 
by the Rotary Club for service 
in the community. 

For more information, con­
tact Ken Beardsly at (734) 844-
.1901. 

Easter activities 
The Easter Bunny Breakfast 

is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 15 from 9-11 a.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Summit 
on the Park, located at 46000 
Summit Parkway. The brunch 
buffet will be open 9-10 a.m. 
and will include a complete 
pancake b>ar, breakfast pas­
tries, juices, milk, and coffee. 
Each child will receive a photo 
with the Easter Bunny at no 
additional charge. Doors will 
open and seating will begin at 
8:45 a.m. 

Advance registration is 
required. Tickets for those 13 
and above are $12 each; chil­
dren 4-12 are $8 each; 3 and 
under with a high chair are $5 
each; 3 and under (no chair) 
are $3 each. Space is limited, 
so register today by calling 
(734)394-5460. 

The Easter Eggtravaganza -
returns to its original home 
inside Heritage Park on 
Saturday, March 15 from 11 
a.m.-l p.m., weather permit­
ting. This free event will give 
children 11 and under a chance 
to hunt for eggs in Canton's 
Special Easter Egg Area. In 
addition to the egg hunt, the 
Easter Bunny will stop by for 
a special visit and some festive 
activities. You'll also be able to 
build your own Easter Buddy 
for a small fee of $10-$12. 
Please remember, this event is 
for Canton residents only. 

And for those over 21 years 
of age, Canton Leisure Services 
is offering a unique twist with 
an Easter egg hunt just for 
adults. This exciting and event­
ful evening will take place oh 
Thursday, March 20 from 7-11 
p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Summit on the Park. 
The evening will include a 
wine tasting, hors d'oeuvres, 
a cash bar, a delectable choco­
late fountain and a chance to 
win some great prizes after 
you enjoy a glow-in-the-dark 

egg hunt in the park! For a 
complete list of prizes and 
sponsors, visit leisure.canton-
mi.org. Registration is $18 for 
residents and $24 for non-resi­
dents. 

For more information on all 
of these activities, visit leisure. 
canton-mi.org or call (734) 
394-5460-

Civitans meeting 
Canton Township Trustee 

Karl Zarbo will speak on the 
Canton quality of life and 
upcoming happenings at the 
Plymouth-Canton Civitan 
Club's dinner meeting at 6 
p.m., Thursday, March 2 0 , at 
the Atlantis Restaurant. 

The Civitans are looking for 
new members and invite the 
public to attend this meet­
ing. The Atlantis is located 
at 39500 Ann Arbor Road 
just east of 1-275 in Plymouth 
Township. Cost of dinner is $17 
per person (choice from three 
entrees) and the cost is $17 
per person. Trustee Zarbo will 
speak, at 7:30. 

Please RSVP to (734) 459-
1896 or kturnq01@comcast.net 

The Civitans are committed 
to community service, gaining 
knowledge through personal 
and professional development, 
and fellowship. Some of their 
service projects include Special 
Olympics, Paws with a Cause, 
Camp Civitan for the devel-
opmentally disabled, Adopt-
a-Highway, and many more. 
For a complete list and more 
information about the club, 
visit http://www.civitan.net/ 
plymouthmich. 

Good Friday breakfast 
The 33rd annual Men's Good 

Friday Breakfast will be held at 
8 a.m., March 21 at St. Michael 
Lutheran Church, 7 0 0 0 N. 
Sheldon Road in Canton. 
Guest speaker at this commu­
nity outreach program will be 
Chris McCaskin of Alcoholics 
for Christ. An all-you-can-eat 
breakfast is included. Tickets 
are $5 and $ 2 for boys 10 and 
under, and are available at the 
church office. For more infor­
mation, call (734) 459-3333. 

Family cruise preview 
The Canton Chamber of 

Commerce will host a Family 
Cruise Preview at 6 p.m., 
March 18 at Summit on the 
Park - Grand Ballroom (46000 
Summit Parkway). Bring 
the whole family. Afun, fact 
filled introduction to cruising. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
Sponsored by AAA and Royal 
Caribbean. There is no cost for 
the event. RSVP by March 14 
by calling (734) 844-5030. 
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Sinking her teeth into a career 
Local author's 

first book about 
vampires 

BY KURT KUBAN 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There was never much doubt 
about what Dakota Rebel want­
ed to do with her life. Shortly 
after the age of 10, the native of 
Jackson, Mich, knew she want­
ed to grow up and be a writer. 

"I just kinda always knew I 
was supposed to be a writer" 
she says. 

Rebel has written prolifi-
cally since she was a little girl. 
Over the years, she has written 
hundreds of stories, including 
several longer manuscripts, 
which she jokes will never fall 
under anyone's eyes. But slowly, 
she has grown into a much 
more confident writer, complet­
ing novels and shopping them 
around to publishers. 

Now at the age of 27, Rebel, 
who moved to Canton about 
10 years ago, is on the verge 
of her dream — being able to 
write for a living. Just a couple 
weeks ago her first book became 
available through an online 
publisher called Total-e-Bound 
Publishing. 

The e-book, which can be 
downloaded from the Total-e-
Bound Web site (www.total-
e-bound.com), is titled Sweet 
Dreams, and is about vampires, 
which you might says is one 
of Rebel's favorite subjects. In 
fact, just as there was never 
any doubt about her wanting to 
write for a living, Rebel never 
really had any doubt that she 
also wanted to write about vam­
pires. 

The book is about protagonist 
Veronica Duff, a vampire hunter 
with the U.S. Army, whose 
mother was killed by a rogue 
pack of vampires years earlier. 
The story makes a turn when 
Duff starts having dreams about 
a sexy vampire who claims to be 
in love with her. She tries to con­
vince herself he's not real and 
the dreams are harmless. 

When a second vampire joins 
the dreams and threatens her 
life, she's forced to admit that 
they are both very real and very 

SWEET DREAMS 
Author: Dakota Rebel, 27, of 
Canton 
Publisher: Total -e-Bound 
Publishing 
Cost: Typically between $6-$8 
per download 
To purchase: Either visit www. 
total-e-bound.com, or Rebel's 
Web site at www.dakotarebel. 
com 

Local author Dakota Rebel likes to spend time with her laptop writing at the 
Rusty Nail in Canton. 

dangerous. The story follows 
as she must figure out how to 
eliminate both vampires. 

Unlike many mainstreams 
vampire stories, Sweet Dreams 
doesn't exactly fall into the hor­
ror genre. That's because the 
other main element of Rebel's 
stories, and especially this book, 
is eroticism. Rebel says the 
category most associated with 
her book is "graphic romance" 
or "erotic romance." The term 
she likes to use is "smut erotica." 
Her characters just happen to 
be vampires. 

"I don't know. There's just 
something about them. They are 
romantic and dangerous. A per­
fect combination," says Rebel. 

As one might guess, Dakota 
Rebel is just a pseudonym, and 
not her real name. That is some­
thing she would like to keep pri­
vate — her 9-year-old daughter 
goes to school in Canton and her 
boyfriend is a local school teach­
er. She would rather neither of 
them have to answer questions 
about the graphic nature of her 
stories (she has also several sto­
ries published in Total-e-Bound 
anthologies). 

"My daughter knows that I 
write, and she knows she can't 
read it. She's not certain why, 
but that it's an adult book," 
Rebel says. 

Rebel said the audience for 
her genre of book are women 
between the age of 18 and 50. 

"There is a surprisingly broad 
group of women that enjoys 

erotica," she said. 
Rebel, who still has a day job, 

said she plans to stick with her 
publisher. She believes e-pub-
lishing could be the future of the 
industry. Plus, she is very happy 
with the company's editors, who 
she thinks have helped sharpen 
up her skills. 

In fact, she is now writing 
more prolifically than ever, 
whipping out stories as fast as 
her fingers can type. 

"One of the books I wrote in 
one day. If the idea is there and 
I can type fast enough, I can get 
it done quick," she said, noting 
Sweet Dreams took her about a 
week to write. 

Rebel, who can often be found 
with her laptop computer typing 
away in the Rusty Nail (a long­
time bar on Ford Road) has no 
doubt there will be more books 
in her future. 

"The books are just flying 
out of me. I think I've found my 
niche," she said. 

Banquets Available for 20-200 people! 
Call Gayle Morones for more information. 

fhmfttf Owned and Operated 
C a s u a l Dining E x p e r i e n c e 

S p e c i a l i z i n g i n K a l i a n C u i s i n e 
3 5 0 S . M a i n S t r e e t 

P l y m o u t h 
( 7 3 4 ) 4 1 6 - 0 1 0 0 ^ 

www.comparisdining.com 
www.fiammagrilfe.com 

Visit our sister restaurant 
right next door 

5j?ttia!f?fn<j in Sfcafi d Seafood 
380 S. M a i n Street • Plymouth 

(734)416-9340 

S p e c i a l 
^ O f f e r s e o u r 

Siemens Life 

a pair of Siemens O p e n Fit 
A C U R I S ™ , A R T I S t M , 

o r C E N T R A ™ L i f e 

D i g i t a l H e a r i n g A i d s 

O f f e r v a l i d d u r i n g e v e n t days only. 
N o t c o m b i n a b l e w i t h a n y o t h e r 
o f f e r o r d i s c o u n t . 

NFL HALL OF FAME 
COACH DON SHULA, 

hearing aid wearer 
- and his wife Mar/Anne 

'...just find out! 
I'm glad 1 did.'' 

H a v i n g t r o u b l e h e a r i n g ? It m a y b e w a x . 

Attend our upcoming Open House and let the 
professionals at HearUSA conduct a free precision 

screening. We'll assess your hearing abilities, 
dean & check your current aids (if you have them) 

and look inside your ears with our video 
otoscope. You'll receive a detailed analysis 

of your hearing hearth - and we'll 
explain some remarkable options 

now available to improve it. 

It's c l e a r we care . 

www.hearusa.com 

Your insurance plan may provide full or partial payment 
for hearing aids. Call today to inquire about coverage. 

RSVP T O S C H E D U L E A N A P P O I N T M E N T TODAY: 

1 4 7 0 0 F a r m i n g t o n R d . , S u i t e 1 0 2 
No cose or obligation, but S P A C E IS L IM ITED ! Please note; Coach Shula witf not be in attendance at the event 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://www.total-
http://e-bound.com
http://www.dakotarebel
http://www.comparisdining.com
http://www.fiammagrilfe.com
http://www.hearusa.com
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CURE 
FROM PAGE Al 

said. "Since Pat was diagnosed, 
I f igured this would be a good 
way, to raise funds to help her 
and anyone else." 

According to the National 
M S Society, M S is a chronic, 
often disabling disease that 
attacks the central nervous 
system. T h e advancement and 
severity of the condition is 
unpredictable and varies by 
individual. 

Bloom, who retired f rom 
Ford Motor Company i n 2 0 0 7 , 
began his MS. fund raising 
efforts in 2004 when he joined 
"Team Ford" and participated 
in his first Bike M S ride, which 
is organized through the M S 
society. 

"I decided that this was what 
I was going to do to help," he 
said, adding that he's been i i i 
training for the 2,900-mile 
Fast Amer ica South venture 
for months. 

Patricia Bloom, 51, said liv­
ing with M S has been chal­
lenging but that she's grateful 
to be i n remission. 

"When I was first diagnosed, 
I was crying and angry and 
thinkirig *Why me?' But I have 
gone on to accept it and learn 
everything I can about M S , " 
she said, while recalling the 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHED 

Eric Bloom and wife Patricia, who has MS, in their Canton home. 

day she temporarily lost her 
eyesight and another day that 
she couldn't get out of bed. 
"Keeping active and having a 
positive frame of m i n d does 
wonders." 

Patricia B loom said she's 
proud of her husband raising 
money to fund research. 

"The bike rides were some­
thing that he always aspired to 
do, so I told h i m to go for it," 
she said. 

Er ic Bloom raised $880 for 
the M S society last year. 

The Fast Amer ica South ride 
wil l cycle through nine states 
and includes 25 days of r iding 

nearly 120 miles per day and 
two rest days. 

Bloom, who wil l complete 
the ride on M a y 17, wil l set 
out for the less-intense West 
Michigan Bike M S ride from 
M a y 31-June 1. 

"Having the time to do this 
is one of the advantages of 
being retired," he said. "This is 
a cause that I believe in." 

For more information or to 
•make a donation, visit www. 
nationalMSsociety.org/goto/ 
E r i c B l o o m 

tlparks@tiometownlife.com 
•{734)459-2700 

Canton Planning 
Commission 

Canton's Planning 
Commission wil l meet on 
Monday, M a r c h 17, at 7 p.m. 
on the first floor of Canton's 
Administrat ion Building. Items 
on the agenda include: 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
• Woodbridge Estates P D D 

amendment: Consider request 
to amend the P D D . Property is 
located south of Geddes Road 
and east of Denton Road. 

SITE PLANS 
• Cherry H i l l Gardens 

revisions: Consider site plan 
approval for developer insti* 
gated revisions. Property is 
located south of Cherry H i l l 
Road and east of Denton Road. 

• Canton Corners revisions: 

ON THE AGENDA 
Consider site plan approval 
for developer instigated revi­
sions. 

Property is located at the 
southwest corner of Lil ley and 
Ford roads. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Canton Corners East 

(Potbelly Sandwich Shop): 
Refer review of proposed devel* 
oper instigated revision to 
staff. Property is located at the 
southwest corner of Ford and 
Lil ley roads. 

• Uptown Ridge mixed use 
development: Refer review 
of proposed site plan to staff. 
Property is located north of 
Cherry H i l l Road and west of 
Ridge Road. 

Canton Board of Trustees 
The board wi l l meet for 

a study session at 7 p.m., 
M a r c h 18 at the Canton 
Administrat ion Building, 
1150 S. Canton Center Road. 
Agenda items include: 

• Discussion on a prescribed 
b u r n 

• 2 0 0 7 Y e a r in Review 
- Public Safety, H u m a n 
Resources and Executive , 
Director 

Plymouth-Canton School 
Board 

The school board wi l l meet 
at 6 p.m., M a r c h 18 for an exec­
utive session for negotiations, 
and then at 8 p.m. for a special 
meeting on achninistrative 
non-renewal of contracts. 

The board meets at the E . J . 
McClendon, 454 S. Harvey in 
Plymouth. 

Get Your 
" R e a d e r R e w a r d s C a r d " today! 

S i m p l y s u b s c r i b e t o o r r e n e w y o u r s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r 

4 m o n t h s a n d w e ' l l s e n d y o u a R e a d e r s R e w a r d s C a r d ! 

Call 866.887.2737 or mail today... 

Featuring... $600 in FREE STUFF! 

3 6 M O R E R E A S O N S t° subscribe to your hometown nemp* 
r - ™ ™ ™ " i 

— 
THE 

NEWSPAPERS 

CLIP AND MAIL OR CALL 1 -866-887-2737 
Mail to: Circulation Department, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150 

• i'd like to subscribe to my hometown newspaper every Sunday and Thursday for six months 
at 534.95 and receive a Reader Rewards Card 

I •PAYMENT ENCLOSED a BILL ME 
Name 
Address 
City. 

I Phone 
Credit Card Information: QVISA • MasterCard •Discover QAmex 

- • Please automatically renew my subscription at expiration. 
| Credit Card Number 
^ignature 

E-mail 

I 

I 

I 
I 

: 1 

i 

I 

J 

Participating Merchants: 
B u s c h ' s S u p e r M a r k e t 

S u b w a y 

O n e Hour M a r t i n i z i n g 

Dry C l e a n e r s 

D u n k i n Donuts 

D o m i n o ' s P i z z a 

E m a g i n e Theater 

Image S u n T a n n i n g 

J a x C a r W a s h 

Gol f C o u r s e 

PHOTO COURTESY OF VALLEYCREST PRODUCTIONS LTD. 

Not quite a millionaire, but not bad 
Former Canton resident Charlie Esser, 34, who currently lives in Newark, NJ, walked away with $50,000 
in winnings after appearing on the game show "Who Wants To Be A Millionaire" last week. On his $100,000 
question, he was asked "What is the international radio signal for an emergency that is not quite as severe as 
a "Mayday"? A) Tre-tre, B) Rel-rel, C) Ton-ton, D) Pan-pan." Out of lifelines and unsure of the answer, Esser 
decided to not take a guess and he walked away with the guaranteed $50,000 that he had already won. By 
the way, the correct answer is "D." 

Woman's home vandalized by ex-boyfri 
A Canton woman has 

reported that she believes her 
home was vandalized Monday 
by a man she has a Personal 
Protection Order against. 

The woman, who had previ­
ously registered a truck with 
the man, said he contacted 
her in person while she was in 
Westland Monday and asked 
to visit her residence on the 
46000 block of Geddes. 

Later that day, the man 
called her home and asked i f 
he could come over. She said 
she told h i m 'No' and about 10 
minutes later, she heard a noise 
outside her door and called 
police. 

Another man was at the 
residence at the time and said 
he saw a person matching the 
other's man description run 
from the property toward 

COP CALLS 

a newer model Dodge R a m 
that's believed to be the truck 
registered to the man and the 
woman. 

The woman reported that a 
section of glass was removed 
f rom her door and that its 
handle was broken. 

Man busted for drug 
pipes 

A Canton police officer tick­
eted a man for possessing drug 
paraphernalia Tuesday after 
pull ing h i m over for a routine 
traffic stop. 

The officer was traveling 
behind the man as he was 
driving southbound on Li l ley 

Road and noticed an ornament 
hanging from his rearview 
mirror. 

W h e n he stopped the driver 
at Edinburgh Drive, the officer 
informed h i m the object was 
an obstruction to his vision and 
asked to search his vehicle. 

The man agreed to the 
search and the officer found 
two glass pipes in the glove 
box. The officer noted that the 
pipes smelled of burnt mar i ­
juana. 

The driver admitted the 
pipes were used for drugs and 
he was issued a misdemeanor 
appearance violation for being 
in possession of the parapher­
nalia. H e was also ticketed for 
vision obstruction. The pipes 
were confiscated. 

T i f f a n y L. P a r k s 

Local manager earns Ray 
Kroc Award 

Canton McDonald's restau­
rant manager Dianne Trasien 
was recently named a recipient 
of the Ray Kroc Award, a nation­
wide honor given to only the top 
1 percen$ of McDonald's restau­
rant managers in the country. 

Named after 
McDonald's 
founder Ray 
Kroc, the award 
recognizes man­
agers who are 
most successful 
in achieving 
superior results 
in the selected 
areas of perfor­

mance — operational excellence, 
reinforcing McDonald's commit­
ment to people and building the 
business. 

"Winning the Ray Kroc Award 
is a wonderful acknowledge­
ment for a 30-year career that I 
feel very passionate about," said 
Trosien. "As a restaurant manag­
er, I am committed to instilling 
in my crew the importance of 
teamwork and customer service 
to ensure that they understand 
their role in delivering the 

. McDonald's brand promise to 
our customers." 

A s a recipient of the Ray Kroc 

Trosien 

BUSINESS BRIEFS 
Award, Trosien has received a 
prize package that includes a 
$2,500 cash award, a Ray Kroc 
Award trophy and pin, and 
an all-expense paid trip to an 
awards banquet in Chicago. 

"Dianne not only demon­
strates operational expertise and 
a strong commitment to people, 
but she also shares it with every 
person she comes in contact 
with at McDonald's," said K i m 
Osinski, operations consultant, 
Canton McDonald's. "Her cre­
ative and innovative approach 
with crew, managers, leader­
ship and, most importantly, the 
customers, reaffirms that Ray 
Kroc's vision in valuing people 
still lives strong." 

New Montessori academy 
coming 

Construction will begin 
this summer on Schoolhouse 
Montessori Academy's new facil­
ity at 1675 Haggerty, just north 
of Palmer. 

The Canton Board of Trustees 
recently approved the project, 
positioning the Montessori 
school to expand from 10,000 
square feet to 17,500. The new 
school wil l be a stand-alone 
facility, whereas the current 
location on North Canton Center 

is part of an office complex. 
"Parents are ecstatic about the 

move, and we're excited about 
having our own, permanent 
presence in the community," 
Academy Director Lisa Ahwal 
said. "We've served area families 
since 2 0 0 0 , and this project 
symbolizes our dedication to 
them. Our parents are strong 
believers in the Montessori 
approach, the quality of our 
teaching staff, and our tight-
knit, welcoming culture. They 
value the tailored education 
their children receive and the 
challenge to grow academically 
and socially." 

The school serves 188 students 
from toddlers through third 
grade. The new facility, set to 
open in June 2 0 0 9 for Summer 
Discovery School, will accom­
modate an additional 100 stu­
dents, adding infant care and 
extending through grade five. 

"We appreciate the many 
local leaders who support us 
in the delivery of high-qual­
ity educational options," said 
Tyla Wells, founder and owner 
of Schoolhouse Montessori 
Academies. "We are committed 
to being a vibrant part of the 
community, giving area families 
excellent schools where children 
learn to be true leaders in, a 
global economy." 

J1 

T h r o u g h M a r c h 3 1 ' ! 

S a l e ! 
W e H a v e A G r e a t NEW S e l e c t i o n o f 

F u r n i t u r e , a n d I t ' s ALL ON SALE! 

Tremendous Storewide Savings! 

tort* •* 5206 P l y m o u t h R o a d 
Just east of A n n A r b o r 

(734)663-5558 
www.dixboro.com 

#V Michigan Living Magazine, 
^ f t ^ ^ 3 * Country Business Magazine & 

* WDIVDetroit's Channel 41 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://nationalMSsociety.org/goto/
mailto:tlparks@tiometownlife.com
http://www.dixboro.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Crop for a Cure 
An al! d a y s c r a p b o o k i n g event, Crop 
f o r a Cure, will be held 10 a . m . to 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 29, i n t h e g y m ­
nasium at the Maplewood Community 
Center, 31735 M a p l e w o o d , west of 
M e r r i m a n , Garden City. The c o s t is $ 3 5 
per p e r s o n a n d i n c l u d e s l u n c h , dinner, 
beverages and s n a c k s . Pay by March 
20 and receive five free prize t i c k e t s 
for a r a f f l e of s c r a p b o o k i n g a n d non-
s c r a p b o o k i n g related m e r c h a n d i s e . 
A Close to My Heart c o n s u l t a n t will 
be o n site with s o m e c a s h - a n d - c a r r y 
s t o c k a n d l imited supplies f o r pur­
c h a s e . Registration fee is non-refund­
a b l e . First come, f irst s e r v e . For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , call o r l Dawn Downer 
at (734) 502-4277 or contact her by 
e-mail at d o w n t @ c o m c a s t . n e t . All pro­
ceeds will benefit the 2 0 0 8 Michigan 
3-Day Breast Cancer Walk. 

Motn2Mom sale 
The Livonia YMCA will host a 
Mom2Mom Sale, 2-5 p . m . , Sunday, 
March 3 0 , at t h e YMCA, 14255 Stark 
R o a d , j u s t n o r t h of S c h o o l c r a f t . 
Tables a r e s t i l l a v a i l a b l e by c a l l i n g 
J e a n at (734) 261-2161 or (248)615-
1080. There will be a l a r g e item r o o m , 
with f u r n i t u r e a n d baby e q u i p m e n t 
a n d a bake sale and hot d o g s f o r sale 
to b e n e f i t t h e YMCA. A d m i s s i o n is $1. 
S t r o l l e r s a r e a l l o w e d after 3 p.m. 

Special-needs play sessions 
The Arc of N o r t h w e s t Wayne C o u n t y ' s 
Lekotek P r o g r a m o f f e r s unique play 
s e s s i o n s , toy loans a n d a play l i b r a r y 
of n e a r l y 2 0 0 0 toys for c h i l d r e n with 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l d i s a b i l i t i e s . C h i l d r e n 
t h r o u g h 12 y e a r s of a g e c a n enjoy 
play a c t i v i t i e s led by a c e r t i f i e d 
Lekotek play l e a d e r who will i n t r o ­
d u c e toys a n d play i d e a s to t h e c h i l d 
while e n c o u r a g i n g him or her to take 
c h a r g e of t h e i r play a n d interact with 
o t h e r s . Play s e s s i o n s are a l w a y s 
c e n t e r e d on the c h i l d with a d e v e l ­
o p m e n t a l d i s a b i l i t y a n d f o c u s on the 
c h i l d ' s play a b i l i t i e s while k e e p i n g 
t h e c h i l d ' s e n j o y m e n t as t h e p r i m a r y 
g o a l . P a r e n t s , s i b l i n g s , c a r e g i v e r s 
a n d f r i e n d s a r e i n v i t e d a n d e n c o u r ­
a g e d t o j o i n i n t h e fun! F o r m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e c o n t a c t Lana 
R i c h a r d s o n , Lekotek Play Leader/ 
S p e c i a l P r o j e c t s A s s i s t a n t , at (313) 
532-8524 or visit us on t h e web www. 
t h e a r c n w . o r g . 

Call for choreographers 
The Ann A r b o r C i v i c B a l l e t is 
s e a r c h i n g f o r c h o r e o g r a p h e r s f r o m 
t h r o u g h o u t M i c h i g a n to s h o w c a s e 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l p i e c e s in t h e s e c o n d 
a n n u a l Dance M i c h i g a n p e r f o r m a n c e . 
AACB s e e k s all t y p e s of d a n c e s t y l e s 
f r o m c l a s s i c a l ballet to m o d e r n 
d a n c e set to music f r o m C l a s s i c a l 
c o m p o s e r s to Top F o r t y a n d e v e r y -

Hearing 
Hemingway 

F i l t e r 
7 7 • pijhi wutfxmkHi 

The Plymouth District 
Library was recently 
awarded a Michigan 
Humanities Council grant 
to participate in The Great 
Michigan Read, a one-book, 
one-state reading initiative. 
In partnership with other 
local organizations, a 
number of programs wiil 
take place this spring. 
The Great Michigan Read 
seeks to increase the reading of literature by focusing on 'The Nick 
Adams Stories' by Ernest Hemingway. These stories are a coming of 
age tale inspired by the author's boyhood experiences in Northern 
Michigan. Plymouth joins more than 100 communities participating in 
The Great Michigan Read. Additional information is available at www. 
greatmichiganread.org. 

t h i n g in b e t w e e n . The p e r f o r m a n c e 
will take place on Saturday, April 19, 
at t h e Saline High S c h o o l Ellen Ewing 
C e n t e r f o r t h e P e r f o r m i n g A r t s , f e a ­
t u r i n g an 1,100-seat a u d i t o r i u m with 
full-f ly tower, greeji r o o m , s c e n e shop 
and d r e s s i n g rooms. For more infor­
mation on p a r t i c i p a t i n g in the show­
case or s p o n s o r i n g Dance Michigan 
visit w w w . a n n a r b o r c i v i c b a I l e t . c o m 
or contact Mary Combi at (734) 668-
8 0 6 6 or m c o m b i @ c o m c a s t . n e t 

Gardeners meet 
The Gardeners of Northville and 

THINKING A B O U T . . . 

•Affordable Pricing 
• 0% Financing Available 
•Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

( 7 3 4 ) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 

Our 34th Year! 
UNITED T E M P E R A T U R E 
8 9 7 9 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA. 

G R E A T W I N G S , 

E A T T H I N G S A T T H E J O E 

W e d n e s d a y , m a r c h 1 9 , 7 : 3 0 p m 

Henrik Z e t t e r b e r g Flag t o all fans 
courtesy o f AT&T. Plus $1 p o p c o r n f o r 
ail fans. 

Actual flag size 
is 3 ft x 5 ft. 

T h u r s d a y , A p r i l 3 , 7 : 3 0 p m 

$1 ice cream sandwiches f o r al! f< 

S u n d a y , A p r i l 6 , T B A * 

Fan A p p r e c i a t i o n Night. 
Free t e a m poster t o all fans. 

•"Visit DetroitRedWings.com for detail V 

o m m T I C K E T S M 

D e t r o i t R e d W i n g s . c o m 
J o e L o u i s A r e n a B o x O f f i c e 

ticketmaster 
2 4 8 - 6 4 5 - 6 6 6 6 

Novi meet the s e c o n d Tuesday of the 
month September t h r o u g h May at 
6:30 p.m. L o c a t i o n s rotate between 
Novi Civic Center and the Northville 
Library. 

Visitors are w e l c o m e . For m o r e infor­
m a t i o n , cali (248) 231-2334 or visit our 
Web site w w w . g a r d e n e r s n o r t f i v i i l e -
novi .org 
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Today's best p h o n e s w o r k b e t t e r o n A m e r i c a ' s M o s t Reliable Wireless N e t w o r k . 

Exclusive m u l t i m e d i a f l i p 
p h o n e Alias™ b y S a m s u n g 

'•• ' • - - ' ' after 
9 

after rebate 

Samsung SCH-u74Q- $129,99 2-yr. price - $50 mail-in rebate. 

With new 2-yr. activation per phone. 

J u k e b y S a m s u n g 

Exclusively f r o m 
V e r i z o n Wireless 

A w e s o m e c a m e r a 
f l i p - p h o n e 

after rebate 
Juke: $99.99 2-yr. p r i c e - $ 5 0 
mail-in rebate. With new 2-yr. 
activation oer phone. 

after rebate 
Samsung SCH-U410: $69.99 2-yr. 
price - $50 mail-in rebate. With 
new 2-yr. activation per phone. 

4 C 

Free S h i p p i n g : 

• Call anyone on any network in the U.S. 
^ « • Even landlines 

• Flat rate of s99" m m ^ A c c e s s 

With new 1- or 2-yr. A g m t (Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.)* 

1.877.2BUY.VZW Clsck v e r i z o n w i r e I e s s . c o m / s p e c f a l s a n y store 

V E R I Z O N W I R E L E S S D E M O D A Y S , M A R C H 1 6 - M A R C H 2 9 ! 
B E C A U S E K N O W L E D G E R E A L L Y IS P O W E R . G E T P H O N E D E M O S . H A N D S O N T R A I N I N G . 

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices, models & return policy wry by loation. 
Authorised Relate may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation (ess. 

.MIEN PARK 
'3128FairlaneDr., 

Fairiane Green 
311-271-9255 

AUBURN HILLS 
Great Lakes Crossing 
Mall 
248-253-1799 
BRIGHTON 
8159Chaliis,Ste.C 
{off Grand River, 
in front of Target) 
810-225-4789 

CANTON 
42447 Ford Rd. 
(comer of Ford & 
Lilley Rds.; Canton 
Corners) 
734-844-0481 

DEARBORN 
24417 Ford Rd. 
(just west of Telegraph) 
313-278-4491 

Fairiane Mall 
(3rd floor next to Sears) 
313-441-0168 

DETROIT 
14126 Woodward 
(Model! Plaza) 
113-869-7392 

i 300 Renaissance Center 
(level 1 between 
lowers 200 & 300) 
311-567-4055 

FARMINGTON HILLS 
31011 Orchard Lake Rd. 
(southwest comer of 
Orchard Lake Rd.8i 14 
MHeRd.) 
248-538-9900 

FENTON 
17245 Silver Pkwy. 
(in the Sears Plaza) 
810-629-2733 
FT. GRATIOT 
4129 24th Ave. 
810-385-1231 

LAKE ORION 
2531S. Lapeer Rd. 
(Orion Mall 2 miles 
north of the Palace) 
248-393-6800 

> LIVONIA 
29523 Plymouth Rd. 
(at Middlebelt) 
734-513-9077 

> MONROE 
2161 Mall Rd. 
On front of Kohl's) 
734-241-4099 

NORTHVILLE 
Three Generations Plaza 
20580 Haggerty Rd. 
734-779-0148 

NOVI 
4302512 Mile Rd. 
(Twelve Oaks Service Dr. 
north of Sears) 

. 248-305-6600 

Oakland Mall 
(inside main entrance, 
next to food court) 

»WARREN 
5745 Twelve Mile Rd., 
Heritage Village 
586-578-0955 

WESTLAND 
35105 Warren Rd. 
(southwest comer 
ofWarren&WayneRds.) 
734-722-7330 
ORVISITTHE 
VERIZON WIRELESS 
STORE AT 
CIRCUIT CITY 
AUBURN HILLS 
HEW. 
BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP 
BRIGHTON 
DEARBORN 
LAKESIDE 
NEW 
MADISON HEIGHTS 
NOVI 
ROSEVIUE 
TAYLOR 
TROY 
WESTLAND 

l.M COiUBOflAIlOK WITW 

A l c a t e l • L u c e n t 

Twelve Oaks Mall 
(lower level play area) 

PONTIAC/WATERFORD 
454 Telegraph Rd. 
(across from Summit 
Place Mall) 
248-335-9900 

ROCHESTER HILLS 
3035S.RochesterRd. 
(at Auburn RdJ 
248-853-0550 

ROYAL OAK 
31921 Woodward Ave. 
(at Normandy) 
248-549-4177 
ST. CLAIR SHORES 
264m Harper Ave. 
6 f t W W Mile) 
586-777-4010 

50UTHFIELD 
28117TeEegraphRd. 
(south of 12 Mile Rd-) 
248-358-3700 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
45111 Park Ave. 
(M-59&M-53, 
tftica Park Plaza) 
586-997-6500 

Lakeside Mall 
(lower level, Sears court) 

TAYLOR 
23495 Eureka Rd. 
(across from 
Southland Mall) 
734-287-1770 

TROY 
1913 E. Big Beaver Rd. Free Handset Software Upgrade! 
(Tray Sports Center) 0 G C f r 0 3£E> 
243-526-0640 ^ M fof R e t u m / & t t h a n g e p o B [ y 

CANTON 
Cellular and More 
734-404-0191 
734-981-7440 

CLARK5T0N 
Cellular Technologies 
248-625-1201 

CLAWSOH 
CollfflHIRkaf«mStISA 
248-280-6390 

COMMERCE 
CelhjIarSource 
248-360-9400 

Wireless Tomorrow 
248-669-1200 
FARMINGTON HILLS 
CeHriarGty 
248-848-8800 

FERN DALE 
Cornmurtications USA 
248-542-5200 

FT. GRATIOT 
Wireless Solutions 
810385-3400 

fiROSSEPOWrt 
Authorized Cellular 
313-417-1000 

MACOMB 
Authorized Cellular 
586-566-8555 

MONROE 
Herkimer Radio 
734-242-0806 

HefMmerToo 
734-384-7001 

MT CLEMENS 
Authorized CeOuJar 
586-468-7300 

NORTHVILLE 
CeHidarCelhrtions 
248-3494116 

OXFORD 
Wireless Network 
248-628-8400 

PLYMOUTH 
20/20Communications 
734456-3200 

Wireless USA 
734-414-9510 
ROSEVILLE 
Authorized Cellular 
586-293-6664 

ROYALOAK 
Cellular Celtutions 
248-582-1100 

Fusion Communications 
248-5497700 

SOUTH LYON 
CeflOty 
248-587-1100 

SOUTHFIELD 
Wireless USA 
248-395-2222 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 
586-795-8610 

Wireless Network 
586-997-1777 

TAYLOR 
Cell Phone Warehouse 
734-37+4472 

TROY 
The Wireless Shop 
248458-1111 

UTKA 
Mobile2Mobile Wireless 
586-739-9977 

WARREN 
MuttlHnks 
586-497-3800 

Wireless Network 
• 586-573-7599 
WEST BLOOMFIELD 
Global Wireless 
248-681-7200 

WIXOM 
Auto One 
24S-96(H)500 

WOODHAVEN 
cdrularConnectioiK 
734-675-9400 

Proud sponsor of the 
Detroit Pistons 

*Our Surcharges (ind. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 10.2% of interstate & infl telecom charges (varies quarterly}, 7C Regulatory & 70C Administrative/line/mo. Si others by area) are not taxes (details: 
1-S88-684-1888); gov't taxesS our surcharges could add 9%-33% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($ZS for secondary Family SharePbn8 lines w/2-yr. Agmts). 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate rorm&aeditapproval.Up to $175 e a r l y ^ 
varying by service, not available every where. Rebates take up to6 weeks. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Device capabilities: Addl charges & conditions apply. Network detailsand coverage maps at verizonwireless. 
com.Monthlyaccessdisa>uittsarenotavailableon ^ P 

http://www.hometown.ife.com
mailto:downt@comcast.net
http://thearcnw.org
http://greatmichiganread.org
http://www.annarborcivicbaIlet.com
mailto:mcombi@comcast.net
http://DetroitRedWings.com
http://DetroitRedWings.com
http://www.gardenersnortfiviile-
http://novi.org
http://verizonwireIess.com/specfals


A6 (*) Observer fi Eccentric [ Sunday. March 16,2008 COUNTY NEWS Www.hometownlEfe.com 

Have lunch or 
dinner with Trudi 
Daniels of WRIF 

Buddy's Pizza and the Observer Eccentric 
Newspapers are back for a second season of 
Dinmgwith the Stars. 

This month's lucky winner will have lunch or 
dinner with Trudi Daniels, the popular news 
host of the Drew Mike show on WRIF-FM 
(101.1). 

To enter the contest, tell us in 100 words 
or less why you want to dine at Buddy's 
with Trudi Daniels. E-mail your entry to 
BuddysDiningStars@gmail.com by midnight 
Saturday, March 22. 

Daniels, the recipient of Hour magazine's 
Sexiest Voice Contest and the recent host of the 
WRIF Rock Girl Competition, describes herself 
as a wife and mom who enjoys inline skating 
and scuba diving. She's a certified open water 
scuba diver just back from sunny Mexico. 

Her favorite music? 
"I stilljove Stevie Ray (Vaughan) — he's 

immortal — the (Red Hot) Chili Peppers and, 
of course, my iPod is crammed with AC/DC! 
Favorite new album is Stadium Areadium and 
best new song, Worldwide Suicide" Daniels 
said. 

This month's lucky winner will be treated to a 
limo ride to Buddy's by All Class Transportation 
& Limousine Services, a $100 gift certificate 

Enter to win lunch or dinner with WRIF-FM's Trudi 
Daniels. 

to the Reaver Diamond Co. in Southfield, a 
makeover by Utopia Salon in Northville and 
a dance exhibition courtesy of Fred Astaire 
Dance Studio in Bloomfield Hills. 

In addition, Buddy's will make a $500 
donation to The Salvation Army in Daniels 
name. 

Buddy's Pizza reviews all entries for "Dining 
With The Stars" and selects the top four to five 
"fan" letters. The star featured for the month 
makes the final selection. 

H i p p i t y - h o p p i t y E a s t e r ' s o n i t ' s w a y ! 

Visit the Easter Bunny at Laurel 

March 1st through March 22nd". Various 
Visit www.laurelparkplace.com for further details. 

37700 West Six Mile Road, OvOftia, Michigan 48152 » SaurelparMâ -com 

International investments should 
be 20 percent of portfolio 

Rick Bloom 

Dear R i c k : I presently use a 
f i n a n c i a l adviser and I am 
not sure he is doing a good 
job. M y accounts are down 

substantially 
this year. 
M y present 
portfolio has 
less than 5 
percent i n 
international 
investments. 
D o you 

Money Matters t h i n k this is 
e n o u g h ? l a m 
a long-term, 
moderate r i s k 
investor. 

It is not surprising that 
your accounts are down this 
year. The market — since last 
October — has been difficult 
and it's not surprising your 
account has taken a hit. Just 
because your account is lower 
than it was at the beginning 
of the year doesn't mean your 
adviser is doing a bad job. 

However, I do believe your 
exposure in international 
investments is a little light. 

We do not live in an 
American economy, we live 
in a world economy. Ford and 
General Motors, cross country 
borders like you and I cross 
city lines. In fact, last year 
General Motors sold more 
cars abroad than they did in 
the United States. Ford has 
more employees abroad than 

they do here. We live in an 
ever-changing world and I 
believe for an investor to have 
a well-balanced and diversified 
portfolio, he or she must 
have a significant amount of 
international exposure. My 
recommendation is at least 
20 percent in international 
investments. It is important 
to diversify into different 
asset classes, large companies, 
both growth and value; small 
companies, growth and value; 
international real estate and 
emerging market funds. 

I cannot stress enough how 
important it is for investors 
to have well-balanced and 
diversified portfolios. This is a 
strategy that will be successful 
over the long run. 
Dear R i c k : I am a relatively 
new investor. M y question 
to you is I just received a 
proxy statement f r o m one 
of the mutual funds. M y gut 
instinct is just to throw it 
away. W h a t do you think? 

I recognize that proxy 
statements can be confusing 
and seem somewhat 
meaningless, however, they 
are not. It is first important to 
understand why companies 
send out proxy statements. As 
a shareholder in a mutual fund 
you are a part owner of the 
fund. Because of that you have 
rights as to how that mutual 
fund is managed. Therefore, 

when you receive a proxy 
statement it is seeking your 
vote on certain aspects of how 
the business of the mutual fund 
is handled. A proxy statement 
can be to approve the actions 
of the board of directors, to 
elect members of the board or 
even to raise fees. I believe that 
you can learn a lot about your 
mutual fund by reading the 
proxy statement. 

For the average individual 
it is difficult to analyze and 
understand some of the issues 
that are being voted upon. 
However, one issue that is 
important to understand is 
whether the mutual fund 
company is trying to raise 
fees. My general view is that 
whenever a mutual fund 
company wants to raise fees 
the answer is no. Unless the 
mutual fund company can 
provide a compelling reason I 
will always vote against higher 
fees. Too many mutual fund 
companies want to raise fees in 
order to pad their pockets and 
not to improve the return to 
their investors. 

Rick Bloom is a f e e - o n l y f i n a n c i a l 
a d v i s e r . O b s e r v e r & E c c e n t r i c r e a d e r s 
c a n s u b m i t q u e s t i o n s a t m o n e y m a t -
t e r s @ h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m . F o r m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , v i s i t R i c k ' s Web s i t e at 
w w w . b i o o m a s s e t m a n a g e m e n t . c o m . 
Y o u c a n h e a r Rick n o o n t o 3 p . m . 
S u n d a y s o n W D T K 1 4 0 0 A M . 

Professor to discuss art history 
With the help of a grant from 

the Livonia Arts Commission, 
VAAL (Visual Arts Association 
of Livonia), is hosting an art 
history event with Richard 
Rubenfeld 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 20, at the Livonia Civic 
Center Library Auditorium, 
32777 Five Mile, east of 
Farmington Rd. The public is 
invited. 

Rubenfeld will be presenting 
art history in a humorous way 
to make it fun and interactive 
with the audience. 

This will not only be of inter­

est to artists, but to anyone 
interested in art. It could be a 
wonderful introduction to art 
history for the novice, or a fun-
filled evening for all. 

Rubenfeld received his bach­
elor of arts in fine art from 
Hofstra University in 1970, 
his master's in history of art at 
Ohio State University in 1972, 
and a doctorate from the Latter 
Institution in 1985. 

Since 1986, he has been a 
professor of art at Eastern 
Michigan University where he 
teaches courses on modern and 

contemporary art, Renaissance 
art, and the history of photog­
raphy. 
- Active in the university's 

studies abroad program, he has 
taught classes in France, Italy, 
Spain, England, and Greece. 

In May 2007, he was co-
leader of a study tour in Paris. 
Funded by an Andrew Mellon 
grant in 1990, he was a con­
tributor to Duncan Phillips: 
The Eye of a Collector, the 
first major catalogue for 
the Phillips Collection in 
Washington, D.C. 

T h o t h i n g s w o d o f o r 

5 0 Invest in your future with a Fifth Third CD IRA. You'll get 
O guaranteed returns on your balances, and you can rest 

A P Y* easy knowing it's FD1C insured. Plus, it's available at your 
40-MONTH TERM nearest Fifth Third Bank, so it's convenient. Give us a call at 

1-877-579-5353 or visit 53.com to see what we can do for you. 

53.com 

F I F T H T H I R D B A N K 

T h e th ings w e d o for d r e a m s : 

'Annua! Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of J/3/08. This promotional offer is subject to change at any time. A new Filth Third checking account with 
a minimum balance of $1,000, and a $2,000 minimum IRA deposit is required to receive the stated rate. Rate does not apply to balances currently 
on deposit with fifth Third Sank. Penalty for early withdrawal, fifth Third reserves the right to refuse any deposit. Not available for commercial and 

non-profit accounts. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registeredservice marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC. 

http://Www.hometownlEfe.com
mailto:BuddysDiningStars@gmail.com
http://www.laurelparkplace.com
mailto:ters@hometownlife.com
http://www.bioomassetmanagement.com
http://53.com
http://53.com


W h e n y o u r d o c t o r i s u n a v a i l a b l e o r t h e E R s e e m s 

- o u r s t a f f o f d o c t o r s c a n s e e y o u f o r 

f o r a n y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g n e e d s a n d m o r e : 

A l l e r g i e s 
P h y s i c a l s 

o n e s 
C o m p l e t e l a b a n d d i a g n o s t i c s e r v i c e s 

o n s i t e p h a r m a c y 

D A Y S A Y E A R 
ru Friday 10am-9 pm 
Sunday 10am-7:30 pm 



S U P E R D R U G S ( y o u r S a v - M o r s t o r e ) 

T h e r e is a d i f f e r e n c e i n d r u g s t o r e s ! 
W e ' r e C a n t o n ' s F i r s t a n d M o s t T r u s t e d P h a r m a c y 

We p r i d e ourselves on: 
• F a s t , F r i e n d l y s e r v i c e 

• A c c e p t a n c e o f o v e r 

4 0 0 p r e s c r i p t i o n 

p l a n s 

• C o m p o u n d i n g a n d 

f l a v o r i n g o f 

m e d i c a t i o n s 

• B e i n g t h e a r e a ' s 

l e a d i n g h o m e h e a l t h 

c a r e p r o v i d e r 

M e d i c a r e 

p a r t i c i p a n t s i n 

B l u e C r o s s 

A d v a n t a g e o r 

B l u e C a r e A d v a n t a g e 

c a n n o w h a v e t h e i r 9 0 d a y 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s f i l l e d a t R i c h a r d s o n ' s f o r 

t h e s a m e c o - p a y a s m a i l o r d e r ! 

P E R S O N A L S E R V I C E 

N O W A I T I N G • S A M E C O - P A Y 

• O f f e r i n g s e n i o r 

d i s c o u n t s 

• S t o c k i n g h a r d t o 

f i n d m e d i c a t i o n s 

• M e d i c a r e b i l l i n g 

• P r e s c r i p t i o n d e l i v e r y 

R I C H A R D S O N ' S 
a c c e p t s a l l 
m e d i c a r e P a r t D 
p l a n s . L e t 
R I C H A R D S O N ' S 
h e l p y o u 
m a x i m i z e y o u r 
p r e s c r i p t i o n 
b e n e f i t s . 

sr. -s 

W e b k i n z D a y a t 
R i c h a r d s o n ' s 

' . , M a r c h 22 • 9 a m - 1 p m 

F R E E W E B K I N Z 
t o f l i e f i r s t 100 children! 

(ages 16 and under) 
G A M E S . . . P r i z e s f o r A l l C h i l d r e n ! 

W h e e l o f W o w ! G e m H u n t ! 
J e l l y B e a n C h a l l e n g e ! 

i&lcUcAdi0*h\ tdiUUcAdiO^ii&ltkcJukovdi&itUcAdiOrt? 

~ J o i n R i c h a ^ s o n ' s 

W e b k i n z C l u b , 

9 F R E E l , 
O n l y a t R i c h a r d s o n 

I Coupon 

! U S P O S T A G E 

• S T A M P S 

C o u p o n I I 
I I 

$ O F F 

I Limit one 
| With coupon only * May not be combined 

with any other offer • Expires 03-31 -08 

I 

! E A S T E R 

• C A N D Y 

Coupon 

i Y A N K E E 
' • C A N D L E S 

' $ 

11 
11 

S u p e r D r u g s 

J 
I 

I I 
5 

OFF 

• • W I N A F R E E 
i i $ 
i i * 

i 
i 
| NAME: 
| ADDRESS: 

1 0 0 
S p r e e 

I I With purchase of one 
I I of eqoal or greater value. Limit one 11 Any Candle $9.99 or more •Limit one' I PHONE 

| | With coupon only • May not be combined | | With coupon only • May not be combined | | No purchase necessary 
J | ^ with any other offer • Expires 03-23-08 with any oriier offer • Expires 03-31-08 j |^Limit 1 entry per household • Drawing 03-31-08 j 

42433 Ford Road (at Lilley Road) • Canton 7 3 4 . 9 8 1 . 3 9 0 0 
O p e n M o n . - F r i . 9 a m - 1 0 p m ; S a t . 9 a m - 8 p m ; S u n . 1 0 a m - 6 p m 

r i c h o r d s o n s p h a r m a c y . c o m O E 0 8 5 9 0 7 9 6 

http://richordsonspharmacy.com
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Independent 'mad at both parties' challenges McCotter 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Ted MeAvoy is m a d at both 
major polit ical parties. 

"I th ink they've fai led the 
A m e r i c a n people," he said. 
''We prop t h e m up after they 
have fai led. Polit ical parties 
mainta in thei r own agendas, 
not ours." 

That's why MeAvoy is 
runn ing as an independent 
in the contest for the 11th 
Distr ict Congressional seat. 
Incumbent Republ ican 
Thaddeus MCCotter is seeking 
a fourth term. Former Nov i 
City Manager E d Kreiwal l 
and T o m Spencer, a minister 
and A i r Force veteran, are 
competing for the Democrat ic 
nominat ion. 

MeAvoy, 30, who works i n 
private security, was inspired 
by the longshot r u n of Texas 
Congressman R o n Paul i n the 
Republ ican presidential p r i ­
maries. MeAvoy saw Paul in a 
ral ly last October and became 
involved i n his campaign. 

"What he said made sense 
about our economy and our 
foreign policy," MeAvoy. 
"What really set me i n tone 
to get involved in politics 
was seeing so many young 
people there and they were as 
inspired as I was." 

MeAvoy, who served i n 
the U.S. A r m y , said he is 
opposed to the war i n Iraq 
and McCotter 's foreign policy 
positions. 

AT A GLANCE 
Candidate: Ted MeAvoy 
Age: 30 
Party: Independent 
Residence: Highland 
Occupation: Private security in 
a hospital 
Marital status: Divorced, father 
of 4-year-old daughter 
Education: Huron Valley High 
School 
Military Service: 8 years, U.S. 
Army and Army Reserve 
Web site: www.tedmcavoyforus-
congress.com 

"He supports our foreign 
policy, the war, mainta in ­
ing our empire, deployments 
i n Kosovo, Bosnia," MeAvoy 
said. "When you see a man 
say it's O K to spend all these 
bil l ions of dollars on people 
overseas, then turn around 
and oppose sCHIP. I didn't 
agree with everything in 
s C H I P but fundamental ly I 
thought it was the right th ing 
to do at this t ime in our his­
tory." 

McCot ter voted against 
expanding coverage when 
the state Children's Heal th 
Insurance Program came up 
for renewal last year. 

MeAvoy said he served in 
Kosovo dur ing Bi l l Clinton's 
administrat ion and said a 
short term mission there 
has stretched into years o f 

involvement. 
"I th ink for many years 

we h a d global inf luence that 
was positive. We were viewed 
as positive," he said. "We've 
passed over the threshold 
where we are t ry ing to force 
people to live how we want 
them to live. Once you do that 
you lose credibil ity and that's 
what we are doing in all these 
nations." 

H e said the Uni ted States 
would be better off provid ing 
an example to the world and 
helping countries i n need. H e 
said Cuba is an example of 
diplomatic failure. 

"I don't th ink we should do 
anything to help the regime 
down there, but does anyone 
seriously th ink that i f we h a d 
free trade, with our in f lu ­
ence on their economy, that 
he (Fidel Castro) would have 
stayed i n power all these 
years," he said. 

MeAvoy said he shares 
some of R o n Paul's l ibertar ian 
views, but not al l . 

"With R o n Paul , I agree 
wi th what he says on the fed­
eral level. States should be 
deciding a lot of these issues 
themselves and shouldn't be 
dictated to by Washington," 
MeAvoy said. "We have a few 
differences. I th ink the gov­
ernment has an obligation 
to educate. Chi ldren are our 
future. That's something I'll 
stand by forever." 

For MeAvoy the N o . 1 issue 
for M ich igan is "unfair trade 

practices." 
"I th ink a lot o f these pol i t i ­

cians who are saying your old 
jobs are gone and get a new 
one are wrong. That job was 
here for 7 0 years, why is it 
not here now," he said. "If we 
attack these unfa i r trade po l i ­
cies, it wi l l come back."" 

H e said raising taxes is not 
the answer, but he is opposed 
to making the Bush tax 
cuts permanent when they 
expire. 

"It's unfair. T h e only way I 
would support a tax increase 
or decrease is i f it's fair " he 
said. 

"It's h a r d to say how you 
would vote or not because of 
the way legislation is writ­
ten. In the current form, no, I 
wouldn't support it." 

O n immigrat ion, MeAvoy 
said it is a pressing issue. H e 
said he supports a program 
that would br ing forward 
people to be documented 
and issued short-term work 
visas. H e said he is opposed 
to al lowing il legal aliens to 
become citizens, but he also 
opposes rounding up people 
and deport ing them, which he 
said would be impract ical . 

O n health care, MeAvoy 
said he is opposed to a gov­
ernment health program 
but favors some government 
assistance to low-income fam­
ilies to pay for private health 
insurance. 

MeAvoy realizes his chanc­
es of being elected are sl im. 

A n n u a l M a r s h m a l l o w Drop is M a r c h 21 
It's a proven fact, at least 

in Wayne County, that when 
marshmallows begin fal l ing 
f rom the sky, it's t ime for fun! 
K ids f r o m all over wi l l have 
the chance to tu rn i n marsh -
mallows for a prize at Wayne 
County Parks Marshmal low 
Drop 2008. 

T h i s year the f u n is on 
G o o d Friday, M a r c h 21, at two 

Wayne County Parks loca­
tions: El izabeth Park 
i n Trenton at 9 a.m. and 
N a n k i n M i l l s i n West land at 
11 a.m. 

Over 20,000 marshmallows 
wi l l be dropped f rom a hel i ­
copter to the delight of h u n ­
dreds of eager chi ldren, who 
wi l l scramble to collect these 
goodies dur ing the county's 

24th A n n u a l Marshmal low 
Drop.Chi ldren wi l l be divided 
into groups based on age, to 
ensure that everyone has an 
opportunity to participate 
fully. 

T h e Wayne County Parks 
Marshmal low D r o p is co-
sponsored by I T C Hold ings, 
W N I C Radio , Motor City 
M o m s and Fox 2. 

El izabeth Park is located 
o n Jefferson, east o f 1-75 
and south of West R o a d i n 
Trenton. 

N a n k i n M i l l s is located on 
Hines Drive just east of A n n 
A r b o r Tra i l in Westland. 

For addit ional information 
on this or any other Wayne 
County Parks event, cal l (734) 
261 -1990. 

DISCOVER THE DEMMER DIFFERENCE! 

2 0 0 8 FOCUS SE 
4 DOOR 

37300 Michigan Are. at Newburgh 36Mo 

Wayne • Just East of1-275 m n 
7 3 4 - 7 2 1 - 2 6 0 0 

aplattheaiquarters.com I 

215 
Zero Due at > 

Signing ' 
•A-plan 36 mo. tease, 10jS00 mites per year. "-—------
$0 due at signing with owner loyalty. Tax & plates extra. W.A.C. See us for details. 

Catch the bus to 

Ann Arbor Flint St . Clair Shores 
Bay City Jackson Sterling Heights 
Br ighton Lansing. Troy 
Bur ton Livonia Warren 
Clinton Township Pontiac West land 
Clio Raseville Ypailanti 

Saginaw 

For locations and reservations 
call Blue Lakes Charters 6 Tours 
8 6 6 - 2 - R O L L E M ( 8 6 6 - 2 7 6 - 5 5 3 6 ) 

F E E L I N G S I C K ? 

Catl by Warn and... 

S e e n t h e S A M E 
. . . G U A R A N T E E D ! 

Where We Care About You! 
Open Mon. 9am-6pm; Tues, 9am-5pm; 

Wed. 9am-7pm; Thurs. 9am-5pm; 

C O M P L E T E F A M I L Y H E A L T H C A R E 
• Family Practice from Infant to Geriatric 

• Women's Healthcare 
• Internal Medicine • Sports Medicine 

• Physical Therapy • Cosmetic/Skin Care 
• Neurology/Sleep Center • Psychology 

• Mammogram • Bone Density 

C O M P L E T E D I A G N O S T I C C E N T E R 
MRI • NUCULEAR MEDICINE • ULTRASOUND 

7 3 4 - 7 2 8 - 2 1 3 0 OE036B1BG1 , 

M a r c h 1 9 - A p r i l 1 3 , 2 0 0 8 

B r o o k 
T h e a t r e 

M ' O o n i i y ; h t a n d M * a l ; r- :> 1 i a 

b y K a n H u t c h i n s o n 

THE 

AND 

N E W S P A P E R S 

H O M E T O W N L I F E . C O M 

C o m i n g Apr i l 2? - M a y 18; Cindy Wi l l i ams in "'Nunsense' 

H e wi l l be going door to door 
and he has a Web site. H e has 
received some contributions. 

"The real issue is that my 
issues that I feel we need to 
address wi l l come forward 
and that Thaddeus McCot ter 
wi l l have to address them at 
some point , i n an interview qr 
perhaps we'll have a debate," 
he said. 

"I would like to see h i m 
change on some of these, but I 
don't see that happening." 

hgailaqherthometownlife.com 
(734) 953-2149 

TOM HOFFMEYER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Ted MeAvoy is running as 
an independent for the 11th 
Congressional seat. 

H i k e ' s 
38000 Ann Arbor Rd 
Lwoma 
( 7 3 4 ) 4 4 4 - 0 3 3 9 < 

Happy Easter 
From Att of Us at 

Mike's Marketplace * 
si 

Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com 

http://Www.hometownlife.com
http://www.tedmcavoyforus-
http://congress.com
http://aplattheaiquarters.com
http://HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
http://hgailaqherthometownlife.com
http://Mikes-marketplace.com
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Wayne-Westland 
district investigates 
possible bond request 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school 
officials will begin research­
ing the possibility of a bond . 
proposal for next year after 
getting the go-ahead from 
the school board Monday 
evening to do due diligence. 

The board resolu­
tion opens the door for 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
to work with the district's 
architect, bond counsel, 
construction manager, tech­
nology designer and finan­
cial adviser in preparing an 
application for preliminary 
qualification to submit to 
the state Department of the 
Treasury. 

"The district is in the posi­
tion of having a window 
of opportunity to replace 
a small part of the bonded 
debt and restructuring the 
1998 bonds," Baracy told 
the board. "This resolution 
would let us continue to con­
duct further inquiries and 
do due diligence. We could 
then come back with a pro­
posal for replacement of the 
1998 bond and the amount 
that fell off." 

In question is .34 mill 
which will drop off this year 
as the amount needed to pay 
off the $108 million bond 
decreases. The bond will be 
paid off by 2020, however, 
by refinancing that bond for 
a longer period of time and 
replacing the .34 mill, the 
district could issue a $50 
million bond at "almost no 

cost to citizens," Baracy said. 
According to Baracy, the 

impetus for the request 
comes from parents who 
have asked if the district can 
do more improvements at 
their schools. He added that 
air conditioning has been 
parents' No. 1 request. 

"Many of our schools were 
built in the 1950s when air • 
conditioning wasn't a prior­
ity," he said. "Air condition- ' 
ing and parking are two 
issues we hear a lot about. 
Back then they didn't make 
parking lots for 400 cars." 

Baracy added that initially 
a citizens committee had 
recommended $250 million 
in projects, which was pared 
down to the $108 million 
bond request.. 

"Significant things were 
eliminated and air condi­
tioning was one of them," 
he said. "That was 10 years 
ago." 

"I remember being on the 
bond committee, we looked 
at the needs and found 
them overwhelming" said 
board President Skip Monit. 
"There were real basic things 
we needed to deal with, we 
couldn't go for the extras." 

Baracy said it will take a 
year to prepare a bond pro­
posal and the request will 
depend on residents. 

"If we're going to do any­
thing, we!re going to have 
to do it ourselves," he said. 
"The state will not fund 
these kinds of capital proj­
ects. They have to be funded 
by the district." 

Company offers rides to those who drink too much 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With St. Patrick's Day looming a day 
away, or even if you just plan a night out 
that includes drinking, 
finding an alternative 
way home could save you 
thousands of dollars asso­
ciated with a drunk driv­
ing ticket, not to mention 
your professional license 
and job. 

"Society, from the 
standpoint of the legal 
system, is approaching 
zero tolerance and is not 
willing anymore to turn 
the other way," said Tom 
Proctor, 49, of Bloomfield 
Hills, who last year at this time founded the 
The Designate, which employs a tag team of 
drivers to take both you and your car home 
after a night of too much liquor. "The need 
for our service has increased, and the accep­
tance of using the service is increasing." 

The Designate recently started offer­
ing the service in western Wayne County, 
including in Canton. 

Larry Cook of Canton Township, who is a 

HITCHING A RIDE WITH THE 
DESIGNATE 
• The Designate operates from 5 
p.m. to 3 a.m. 
• Drivers will take both you and 
your car home for a fee (S40S60 
for most runs) 
• Contact the Designate at (888) 
929-8282 

territory area manager for The Designate, 
explains the service. 

"We drive the customers in their own 
personal vehicles and park it in the drive­
way so they don't have the hassle of getting 

a taxi ride home and then 
trying to find a ride back 
to the bar or restaurant 
the next day to get their 
car," said Cook, 49-

The Designate oper­
ates from 5 p.m. to 3 a.m., 
with Cook noting most 
of their business occur­
ring from 9 p-m. to 3 
a.m. All team members 
must have a chauffeur's 
license, participate in 
drug screenings and take 
Breathalyzer tests before 

and after their shift/The cost of most runs 
is between $40-$60, according to Cook. 

"Basically, the fee structure is about how 
much it would cost you to take a taxi cab 
home and a taxi ride back to your car the 
next day," Cook said. "We seem to see a 
marked increase in the number of runs in 
the Plymouth-Canton area." 

The Designate can be reached at (888) 
929-8282. 

BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Cab driver Richard Roy of Canton sits in front of 
Sean O'Callaghan's in Plymouth. 

DRINKING 
FROM PAGE Al 

"Clearly, these are people who 
have thumbed their nose at 
the court system and whose 
history strongly indicates they 
would be over celebrating this 
weekend." 

Among those individuals 
recently arrested in a two-day 
warrant sweep was Dion Cook 
of Canton for failing to appear 
on a third charge of driving 
while intoxicated. 

Michael Sweet, 37, of Livonia 
was also picked up. Sweet 
failed to appear in court on his 

third drunken driving convic­
tion. Sweet has been arrested 
for alcohol related driving 
offenses in Canton, Chelsea 
and Detroit. 

Westland residents Robert 
Malady, Tasha Martin and 
David Downs were targeted for 
probation violations and Kayla 
Daniels, William Golden, 
Daniel Brunet, Kevin Charley, 
Jason Puckett and William 
Germind were picked up for 
failure to appear in court on 
charges of operating a vehicle 
while under the influence of 
alcohol. It's the third offense 
for Puckett, Germind, Martin 
and Downs. 

While Canton typically 
doesn't see a huge spike 
in drunk, driving offenses 
around St. Patrick's Day, 
Santomauro said the project 
still has merit. 

"It's a coordinated effort that 
rounds up (offenders) with out­
standing warrants," he said. 

Evans also applauded the 
program, which brings togeth­
er officers from various police 
departments in the county. 

"People are getting the mes­
sage that if you don't own up 
to your responsibilities, sooner 
or later, an officer will come 
knocking on your door " he 
said. 

Dion Cook of Canton was recently 
arrested in a two-day warrant sweep 
for failing to appear on a third 
charge of driving while intoxicated. 

I I 
R S H O P 

D o l l a r s s p e n t w i t h l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s s t a y i n o u r c o m m u n i t y 

D I M S 

2 - p c . F i s h & C h i p s Dinner 

L e o ' s F a m o u s G r e e k S a l a d 

Made with lettuce, tomato, 
cucumber slices, pepperoncini, 

Greek olives, beets, chick 
peas, feta cheese and 

Leo's famous Greek dressing, 

S m , , $ 4 . 2 0 

Med. U i d U Large^ 7 i 2 0 

with Chicken Breast or Gyros, add...s2.50 

Mini 3 i 2 0 
$ 5 . 2 0 

l e o s c o n c y i s l n n c l . c o m 

The Total B i l l 
With this coupon. 

Not valid on breakfast specials. 
Not valid with any other offer. 

Coupon expires 5-11-Oa 

T h e T o t a l B i l l 
O v e r $ 1 0 . 0 0 
With this coupon. 

Not valid on breakfast specials. 
Not vafid with any other offer. 

Coupon expires 5-11-08. 

T h e T o t a l B i l l 
O v e r $ 2 0 . 0 0 
With this coupon. 

Not valid on breakfast specials. 
Not valid with any other offer. 

Coupon expires 5-11-08. 

Were you aware that oral 
cancer is the sixth most 
common cancer in men, the 
fourteenth most common 
cancer inwomen, and that the 
fatality rate for oral cancer is 
higher than that for cervical 
cancer, Hodgkin's disease, and 
skin cancer? These facts point 
out the importance of having 
the dentist perform regular oral-
cancer screenings. 

While there are several types 
of oral cancer, about 90% are 
squamous cell cancers, which 
usually appear as crusted or 
scaly patches on the skin, with a 
read, inflamed base, a growing 
tumor, or a non-heaiing'ulcer. 
With this in mind,'have all I umps 
on your lips, inside your cheeks, 
or anywhere else inside your 
mouth checked by the dentist 
os soon as possible. 

Choose a family dentist who 
has a sincere interest in his or her 
patients' complete health and 
who is up to date on the latest 
oral health care issues. If you 
are looking for just such a 
dentist, we invite you to call us 
at 734-453-9413 for an 
appointment. At our state-of-
the-art office, all dental 
problems are dealt with 
efficiently, effectively, and 
compassionately. And any 
medical problems discovered 
during a dental exam are 
discussed with your other 
health care providers if you so 
choose. We're located at 496 
W. Ann Arbor Trail, Ste. 201, 
Plymouth, where we offer 
compiete, gentle dental care 
for all members ofyour family. 
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jazzerase 
3 it s h o w s 
Join now and look r — ~ 
your best this Summer! : $ 2 0 o f f i 
Class Days Time I * 1 

Wed & Fri „ ...9:30 am I Y o u r i n i t i a l i 
Mon. , Wed. & Fri 5:45 pm I rr-r n r . o . . . h * 
Tues.& Thurs 7:00 pm i EFT o r 8-week i 

Saturday 8:30 am • s i g n U p ' 

Sunday (Body Sculpting)...3:00 pm I I 
Mon. & Fri. (LiteClass)....9:00 am ' ^ ^ ^ f ! 

to (Lite Class held at Wayne Senior Activity Center V . J _ _ _ » • 
5 on Simms) 
8 All classes held at the 
£ W a y n e C o m m u n i t y C e n t e r 
u 4635 Howe Road • Wayne 

C a l l 1 8 0 0 FIT.IT.IS or 734-326-8424 . 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d t o 
b e c o n n e c t e d t o y o u r S a l e s 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e p l e a s e c a l l : 

( 7 3 4 ) 9 5 3 - 2 1 5 3 
f o r W a y n e C o u n t y 

( 2 4 8 ) 9 0 1 - 2 5 0 0 
f o r O a k l a n d C o u n t y 


