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School board inks
pact with new chief

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Plymouth-Canton
Schools Board of Education
put its stamp of approval
Tuesday night on a three-year
contract to hire Craig Fiegel,
voting unanimously to hire the
superintendent of Evergreen
Park (111.) Elementary School
District 124.

Fiegel's starting salary will
be $195,000, a boost from his

- current $180,000. It’s also
higher than his predeces-
sor, Jim Ryan, who earned
$161,000. Fiegel said he’ll take
over full time July 1, when his

. contract with Evergreen Park
ends.

After visiting Fiegel's dis-
irict last week, Trustee John
Jackson said he discovered
from many school and com-
munity groups that Fiegel
has a collaborative style
which should be successful in
Plymouth-Canton.

“He listens to all sides of any
issue, and takes in the informa-
tion before making a decision,”
Jackson said. “Once all the
information.is taken in, he's
not afraid to make the decision
... and he will stand behind the
decision and carry it through.
People respect him for that.”

Trustee Dianpe Gonzalez,
who was the lone dissenting

} vote in moving
forward with
§ nhegotiations
3 with Fiegel,
¥ votedin favor
of the contract
Tuesday night.
BB My reserva-
- tions about
hiring him .
are more about the process we

Fiegel

" weat through than the candi-

date. T would have liked to see
if he was the best candidate,”
said Gonzalez, who would have
preferred io see the applica-
tions of all the candidates, not
just the three presented by the
search firm. “This (my vote) is
about compromise and I plan
to root for him like hell.”

The only concern expressed
by board members during the
interview process was whether
Fiegel, whose current district
has only 1,900 students, could
handle Plymouth-Canton’s
enrollment that’s nearing
19,000 students. .

“I understand, and that’s a
valid concern,” Fiegel said. “I
do feel comfortable I can make
the adjustments. I can’t say
there-won't be a huge learning
curve, but I hope there will

‘be patience as I find my way -

around.”

tkruscato@hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700 ’
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‘When Karl Zarbo touched
down in Canton 25 years ago,
" he didn’t set his sights on local
. government.
“T didn’t even know what
a homeowner’s association
was,” he joked. “T asked “Why
am I writing this check every
month?” but T got up o speed
pretty qaick.”
Zarbo, who has spent
six vears as a trustee on
the Township Board, has
announced his plans to run for
re-election.

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

- BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Canton Trustee Karl Zarbo announced Monday that he is seeking re-election.

Ing unfinished work,
bo seeks re-election

“This justigets into you,” he
said. “There is unfinished work
for me.”

Zarbo, the director of opera-
tions for Konover South, which
owns the Livonia Mall, said he
plans to go door to door this
summer to connect with resi-
dents.

“Canton faces many chal-
lenges as we continue to
provide first class services,”
he said. “It is my goal tobe a
continuzed voice of reason and
stability for residents.”

In his conversations with

Please see ZARBD, A3

An artist's rendering of depicts the expansion of the 5t. Joseph—Mercy Canton Health Center, whtch is expected to be completed in 2009.

Big expansion on tap for, 1ealth center

St. Joseph Mercy plans call for
new cancer, surgery centers

by 56,300 square feet. The |
addition, which nearly dou-
bles the size of the complex,
will include minimally inva-
sive surgery suites, imaging
-facilities and a cancer center.
The health center, which
has about 100 employees, will
hire 25-30 workers for the
cancer cenfer and about

Contact: (734) 398 <7557

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER rehabilitation services; radi

The 8t. Joseph Mercy
Canton Health Center was
given approval to expand its
operations in the township
Tuesday night.

“We feel like we have a com-
mitment to this community

ST. JOSEPH mi:vmm HEALTH cﬂmsn
Where: 1600 S. Canton Center Road (at Summit Parkway)

Services availabfe: Audiology testing; chmcal laboratory services;
St. Joseph Mercy Health Exploration Station; physical medicine and
ology services (CT scan, general x-ray,

mammography, and ultrasound); St. Joseph Mercy Breast Care; spe-
cialty medical practices (such as: allergy, audiology, cardiology. ear
nose and throat, nephrelogy, neurofogy, orthopedic surgery, plastic
surgery and urology); and urgent care
Expansion: The center will be expanded by 56,300 square feet, and
should be completed by late 2009

and we are very excited about
this new phase,” said Kathy
Kasperek-Korelis, the direc-
tor of cancer services for St.

20 people for the surgery

center. '
Kasperek-Korelis, who

serves as the project manager

dé,ys a-week for five to six
weeks. “When we opened

therapy in the area, you can
not get radiation,” she said,
adding that radiation treat-
ments are traditionally five

mously voted for the plan, -
which calls for the existing
center at 1600 S. Canton
Center Road to be expanded

for our cancer patients.”

our Brighton eancer center,

deal with a daily commmte).
This was the right thing to do

St. Joseph is slated to break

ground on the addition and
celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the existing facility in May.

up

Joseph. “We are pleased to for the expansion, said the the community was thrilled.  If all goes according to plan,
bring in technology that's nol  cancer center is expectedto Anyone who has been through the imaging center will open
' available in the community.” - benefit township residents. cancer knows its tough in January and the cancer
The township board unani- "While you can get chemo-  enough without (having to center wil] be complete in

September 2009,

tlp-afks@hometownlife.com
(734) 4592700

Planning commissioner formally resigns

BY TIFFANY £, PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Months after she was asked for her res- -
ignation, Catherine Johnson has officially
stepped down from the Canton Planning
Commission.

Johnson, who did not return calls for
this story, submiited a letter to the town-
ship Monday.

Described by one township official as
“short and sweet,” the letter arrived a day
before Tuesday’s township board meeting
where a public bearing was scheduled to
discuss Johnson’s removal from beth the
Planning Commission and Zoning Board
of Appeals. The item, which was still
listed on the meeting’s agenda, was not
mentioned at the meeting,

A resolution brought by Township
Supervisor Tom Yack called for Johnson’s

Catherine Johnson, center, submitted her-
resignation from the Planning Commission and
Zoning Board of Appeals on Monday.

removal because of comments at a Dec. 3
Planning Commission meeting that were
“offensive to the petitioner, derogatory,
hearsay, inappropriate (they were not

germane to the petitioner’s request), and
cast the Planning Commission, Board of
Trustees, and the Canton commumnity in a
negative light.”

While offering her opinion on the pro-

Yack has said the longtime com-

posal to rebuild the Hindu Temple on
Cherry Hill Road, Johuson questioned
whether public urination was included in
“the temple’s practices.

missioner, who had been on the board
since 1980, didn’t show remorse for the
remarks. Johnson has said she meant no
harm in making the inquiry and didn’t
mean to offend anyone.

“Heavens, no,” she said in an earlier

interview with the Observer.

“1 did not mean any offense. I'm

Please see RESIGNATION, A2

not

that familiar with the (Hindu) religion
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St. Pat’s party

Area seniors are invited
to attend the Canton Senioy
Center’s Annual St. Pat’s Party
on Wednesday, March 12,
2008 from noon-3 p.m. in the
Summit on the Park’s Walnut
Room, located at 46000
Summit Parkway.

Food will include roast beef,
corned beef, mashed potatoes
and gravy, vegetables, salad,
home baked rolls, fresh pie
and a cash bar. Entertainment
will be provided by Rennie
Kaufmann. Door prizes will
be available along with special
prizes for the best green outfit.

The St. Pat’s Party is spon-

_sored by Waltonwood Cherry
Hill, Waltonwood Carriage
Park and Fidelity Bank. .

Registration is only $12 for
residents and $20 for non-resi-
dents. To register, visit leisure.
canton-mi.org. For more infor-
mation visit leisure.canton-

.mii.org or call (734) 394-5485.

Good Friday breakfast

The 33rd annual Men's Good
Friday Breakfast will be held at
8 a.m., March 21 at St. Michael
Lutheran Church, 7000 N.
Sheldon Road in Canton.
Guest speaker at this commu-
nity outreach program will be
Chris McCaskin of Aleoholics
for Christ. An all-you-can-eat
breakfast is included. Tickets
are $5 and $2 for boys 10 and
under, and are available at the
church office. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 459-3333.

Family cruise preview
The Canton Chamber of

- Commerce will host a Fai:nily

Cruise Preview at 6 p.m.,
March 18 at Summit on the
Park - Grand Ballroom (46000
Summit Parkway). Bring
the whole family. A fun, fact
filled introduction to cruising.
Refreshments will be provided.
Sponsored by AAA and Royal
Caribbean.

Thére is no cost for the event.
RSVP by March 14 by calling
(734) 844-5030. .

Arts and crafts show

The Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters will host their 4th
Annual Spring Arts & Crafts
Ensemble from 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. Saturday, March 15, at
Plymouth High School, 8400
Beck Road (Beck Road south of
Joy Road), Canton. Admission
1s $2. This juried arts and
crafts event is held annually to
support the music/band pro-
grams at the Plymouth Canton
Educational Park. More than
90 quality exhibitors of hand-
made items will be featured. A
bake sale, raffle, concessions,
and entertainment will also be
available. The event is hosted-
by the not-for-profit Plymouth-
Canton Music Boosters, a
501(c)3 organization. All funds
raised go to the band pro-
grams at all three Plymouth-
Canton high schools, inclad-
ing the nationally-acclaimed
Plymouth-Canton Marching
Band, which ranked 7th in the
nation in 2007. _

For more information, visit
www.pcmb.net/artcraft.

Chamber dinner auction
The Canton Chamber of

1 AROUND CANTON |

Commerce of will host its
annual dinner auction fund-
raiser on Friday, April 11 from
7 pa.-midnight at Burton
Manor in Livonia.

This year’s theme is
“Margaritaville”. Guests are-
invited {o dress in costume for
the event. The evening gives
those in attendance network-
ing possibilities and socializing
with more than 400 key busi-
ness people and community
leaders. Tickets are $75 and
include dinner, open bar,
entertainment, raffles, live and
silent auction. -

Sponsorship opportunities
are available. _

Sponsorships range from
$2,500 to $300 and are
available for businesses look-
ing to expand their exposure
before, after and during the -
event. .

Sponsorships will include
tickets to the event and a num-
ber of recognition mechanisms.

If you are interested in
sponsoring this event, visit the
Chamber’s Web site at www.
cantonchamber.com, complete
sponsorship form, and fax
to (734 453-4503. For more
information or to purchase
tickets, contact Lisa Lewis,
events coordinator, at (734)
453-4040. o '

~Relay for Life

This year’s Relay for Life of
Canton will be held at Heritage
Park on May 17-18, and offers
everyone in the comrmunity an.
opportunity to participate in
the fight against cancer.

This year marks 10 years
for Relay For Life of Canton,

featuring a new Fight Back
Ceremony at 10:45 a.m. on
May 17. While the Luminaria -
and Survivor Ceremonies offer
time to remember those lost to
cancer and celebrate those who
have won the battle, the Fight
Back Ceremony gives everyone
a chance to make a personal
commitment to how they're
going to take action against
cancer. .

I you are interested in start-
ing or joining a team, log on to
www.relayforlife.org and follow
the links to the Relay For Life
of Canton page.

Ifyou're not able to join a
team, simply log on to make a
donation. For more informa-
tion, call Jamie Chapman (248)
663-3419.

Lacrosse fund-raiser

The Plymouth, Canton, and
Salem boys lacrosse teams
are having a joint fund-raiser
with Boulder’s Restaurant in
Plymouth on Ann Arbor Read,
on Saturday, March 15. You
may visit Boulder’s from 11 a.m.
10 9 p.m.

Tell your server you are with
Plymouth, Canton, or Salern
lacrosse when you order and 20
percent of the proceeds will be
donated to the programs.

For more information con-
tact Cindy Martin at crsml@
comceast.net or (734) 981-4416.

Calling all artists

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hiil and Canton
Leisure Services are seek-
ing artists for inclusion in a
resource directory for consid-
eration for possible future col-
laborations.

All artistic media will be

Help recognize a true hero
Canton's Zachary Lazanja, a fourth-grader at Gallimore Elementary School,
has been selected as a finalist for the 'Peopte’s Choice Award" for the 2008
American Red Cross Hero Award, which recognizes citizens who help people
in need. Last year Zach saved a friend from drowning in a swimming pool.
To help him win the award anyone can log onfo www.detroitredcross.org
and cast a vote for Zach. Currently his name is on the Web site with the
other nominees. Online voting began last week. Zach was afsoselected as
a recipient of the Canton Community Achiever Award. 'We are very proud of
him,’ said his mother, Christe Lazanja.

considered, including visual
art, performing arts, and rmul-
timedia, such as painting and
. sculpture.

- Alllocal artists within 30
miles of Canton are eligible

for inclusion aﬁd will be tact Jennifer Provenzano at
considered for future (734) 394-5460 or visit www.
projects. canton-mti.org

One of the goals of this :
new resource guide is to Grief Support group
unearth talented artists in and The Sharing & Caring Coffee

around our community and to
provide them with opportuni-
ties to present their work in
Canton.

For mote information, con-

l— Making New Neighboers Feel At Home Since 1960t
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Get to know Canton and Plymonuth
with our FREE Welcome Packet.

This space provid_ed by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers.

Call Linda Today at 734-718-909§
or visit our website at www.aZnewcomers.com
For business sponsorship opportunilies, please cafl 734.476.58%1.

®bsecver o

CIGANNEIT HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

HOW TO REACH US :

Home Defivery/Customer Service ...... 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)
Newsroom ....... {734) 459-2100 Fax .......(734) 459-4224
Sports Nightline ........... crerrrnnensesianeds s (73419532104
Classified Advertising .............0.oc.., -800-579-SELL (7355)
Disptay Advertising ............... desnserenesesa(T34) 9532153

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS
The Canton Observer - Publication NO. USPS 663-670 Published every Thursday and Sunday.
' Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48155, :

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, M 48150

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
* CUDDLE AT NIGHT? __

Happy Hounds “My favorite
now offers.... Chﬁl;llgevg!l},ere
Gage-Free

Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have alt the comforts of
home in our home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and loving staff member!

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes

Brynn

If you are at work, on vacation,
or traveling for business, we are at work
caring for your loyai friend & companion

734-459-DOGS

673 South Main 5t. = Plymouth, Mi 48170

Visit our websile for details -

j {8
Dog Day Care

QEQS388818

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

Hour is an ongoing grief sup-

- port group for widows and

widowers hosted by Heartland
Hospice.

The group is held 10-11
a.m. at Heartland Healthcare
Center, 4701 N. Lilley Road,
Canton.

The focus of the group is on
the later stages of grief, with -
an emphasis on learning to live
with the loss.

This group is held the first
and third Wednesday of the
month and is open to anyone
grieving the loss of a spouse.

There is no charge.

"For information, contact
Ann Christensen, toll-free at

{888).973-1145.

Heartland Hospice is offer-
ing a free series, “Adult.Loss
of a Parent”, beginning March
27 through Aprit 24. This pro-
gram is a series of weekly ses-
sions offering insights and cop-
ing skills for an adult’s journey
through grief.

The series will be held at
the Heartland Hospice office,
3840 Packard Road, Suite
260, Ann Arbor, and is open to
anyone.

For more information on
other support groups or to reg-
ister, contact Christensen at

- (734) 973-1145.

RESIGNATION

FROM PAGE A1

and the question of the urina~
tion was brought up to me by
other people. I did not want to
resign, but it was an honor and
privilege to serve as long as I
have.”

With Johnson submitting
her resignation, Yack will begin
reviewing the qualifications
of about 25 people that have
expressed a desire to fill both
Johnson's role on the com-
mission as well as the Zoning
Board of Appeals.

“The work begins,” Yack
said, noting that he will whittle
the list down to about four or
five people before presenting
a nominee to the board. He
expects to make his final deci-
sion in early April. Whoever
is chosen will have to serve on
both boards.

tHparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

“A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!"

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept
sealed proposals at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday,
March 27, 2008 for the following:

FIREWORKS DISPLAY

Proposals may be picked up at the Finance and Budget
Department, on our website at www.canton-mi.org, or you may
contact Mike Sheppard at: 734/394/5225. All proposals must be
submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal
name, company name, address and telephone number and date and
time of opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all proposals. The Township dees not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in
employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

OE08530715 —2x3

Publish: March 13, 2008

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located
at 2101 Haggerty Rd Canton MI 48187 (734)981-0303 on 3/28/08
at 11:30 pm. Sales are for cash only. Removal within 24 hours. For
sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past due.

Personal property described below in the matter of:

3033 — George Chen — Washer, Dryer, 2 TVs

3048 — Daniel Smith II — 50 Boxes, Sofa, Dresser

4074 — Barry Gates - 20 Totes, Tool chest, Luggage

4267 — Alina Lafleche — 4 Chairs, 2 Totes, China Cabinet
4270 — Lisa Young — 25 totes, 10 boxes, Misc Items

4294 - Diane Jacobs — 5 Totes, 10 Boxes, Mise Items

5010 — Syhil Upshaw — TV, Coffee Table, Stroller

5016 - Calvin Davis Washer, 2 Totes, 20 Boxes

5202 - Donald Reardon - 4 Totes, 20 Boxes, Misc Items
5226 — Victoria Pope — 2 Trunks, Chair, 15 Boxes

5240 - Debra Chamoske — Keyboard, Compressor, Misc Items
5268 — Mike Zehel — Entertainment Center, Vacuum, Rocker
9054 — Karen Luna - Headboard, Mattress, Sofa

Publish: March 13 & 20, 2068

OEDE501385 - 2x3

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property.

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, P8 Orangeco, Inc. and/or
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) ot Public Storage
(formerly Shurgard) located at 45229 Michigan Ave Canton MI
48188 (734)397-0082 on 3/28/08 at 12:00 pm. Sales are for cash
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which
rent and fees are past due,

Personal property described below in the matter oft

2026 — Damon Ray Banks — 2 Matiresses, Loveseat, Vanity

2037 — Shawn Booth — Dresser, Couch, 4 Chairs

3026 — Juanita Lango — Tote, 10 Boxes, Heater

3036 — Roy Lee — Bicycle, Love Seat, Grill

4030 — Judy Bennett - 5 Totes, 30 Boxes, Mise Items

4127 — Stephanie Mech — Hutch, Dresser, Mattress

4255 — Markay Hall - Headboard, Dresser, 20 Boxes

4264 — George Jackson — Patio Table, 2 Luggage, 2 Rugs

5107 — Gloria & Lonnie Parham — Bicycle, Floor Buffer, 30 Boxes
5302 —Tenitia Zimmerman — Refrigerator, TV, Dresser ’

Publish: Mareh 13 & 20, 2008
s - OE0BSY1386- 243
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ZARBO

FROM PAGE Al

voters, the former planning
commissioner said one univer-
sal concern has been the aging
conditions of some township
roads. With Canton being a
township and not a city, its
roads belong to Wayne County.
“I used to tell people ‘These
are not our roads’ but then
1 realized that's not a good

enough answer,” he said, point~

ing to his involvement with the
township’s Intersection Action’
Committee.

With a handful of completed
intersection improvements,
such as at Cherry Hill and
Shelden, and more on deck for
the future, Zarbo said the pro-
gram has been a success.

“The township’s leaders need
to continue to find ways to
improve quality of life while
lowering taxes,” he said.

Late last year, the board
faced some criticism for
approving about $11,000 in
salary hikes for the trustee,
supervisor, clerk and treasurer
positions. An unsuccessful
attempt for a referendum fol-
lowed the Nov. 27 vote,

Zarbo said he stands behind
his decision to approve the
raises but said the process
is being reviewed for future
township boards.

“The (amount) stayed fairly
insignifieant {for the trusiees),
but it’s all being locked at,” he
said. ,

Zarbo has been a recipi-
ent of the Canton Chamber of
Commerce Excellence Award,
the Canton Community
Supporter Award and is a
board member of the Canton

LIKE NUMBERS?

thete are a pile
of ih&m in
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| FOR OFFICE?

THINKING ABOUT RUNNING

Candidates for any positions on
the Canton Board of Trustees
must do the following to get on
the ballot;

B |fyouarerunningasa .
partisan (affiliated with a party),
you must submit & minimum

of 200 and a maximum of 400
signatures of registered Canton
voters to the Canton Clerk's
Office by 4 p.m. Tuesday, May 13.
®m - Thinking about running for
office? If you are running with-
out party affiliation, you must
submit & minimum of 600 and a
maximum of 1,200 signatures of
registered Canton voters to the
Canton Clerk's Office by 4 p.m.
Thursday, July 17.

B There are also six seats up
for grabs on the library board,
which is a nonpartisan office.
You must either pay a $100 filing
fee or submit between 40100
signatures of Canton voters to
Clerk's Office by 4 p.m. Tuesday,
May 13.

Homeowners Advisory
Council.

There will be two open trust-
ce seats on the board, because
current trustees Todd LaJoy
and Melissa McLaughlin are
seeking other political offices.
Currently, only newcomer
Pat Williams has filed to
run. However, Trustee Todd
Caecamo has said he will seek
re~election.

tIparks@hometownlife.com
(734) 4592700

LENNDX

fwnasions ey i so goad. ™

* Affordable Pricing
* 0% Financing Available
* Extended Warranties
* Quality Installation

(734) 525-1930

Our 34th Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

8919 MIDDLEBELT * LIVONIA |

Celehrate Snecial Occasions!

Easter » First Communion « Mother’s
Day « Weddings » Birthdays & More

7\ JERA T Ier'

- See speclal savings on these & other favorites like
Playmobil, Melissa & Doug, Thomas & More
thru March 22nd at www.dollhospital.com

The Doll Hospltal & Toy Soldier Shop
3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley, 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30 Sun 124

OEOBED1437

March 14

4:30-7:00 pin

St. Michael’s Parish presents

“ALL-YOU-GAN-EAT” -
LENTEN FISH FRY

— e N M Sl P WS WY e

« Fulf Dinners, Expertly Prepared » Gan'y-ouf Available
« Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Cod
Adulis: $8 » Kids.‘:‘-ﬂ $4 « 3 & Under: FREE » Take Ouf Orders: $7

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOFOGRAPHER

Irish Fest

The Gavins will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day withtwo
festivals of Irish music, At 7 p.m. Saturday, Mick Gavin and
Friends wilt perform with lrish dancers at Finnish Cuftural
Center, 35200 W. Eight Mile, Farmington Hills. A dinner and

a cash bar wilt be available, Tickets are $10, $15 at the door.
0n Monday, March 17, Mick and Friends will accompany the.
Heinzman School of Dance beqginning at 2 p.m. at the Hellenic
Center, 36375 Joy Road, Westland. Tickets are $10 at the
door. Feod will include corned heef and cabbage, Irish stew
and Dublin style fish and chips. A cash bar will feature Irish
beers and whiskey. Pictured are Michael Gavin on banjo, Sean
Gavin on pipes and Mick Gavin on fiddle.

Seminars educate

veterans on benefits

BY DARRELLCLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

They may have fought in different -

wars and served in varions branches
of the military, but all veterans may
be entitled to certain benefits and
not even realize it. _

A new veterans group and two

- Lansing legislators hope to change

that. _

The Westland Veterans
Association, state Rep. Richard
LeBlanc, D-Westland, and state
Sen. Glenn Anderson, D-Westland,
will sponsor a pair of informational
seminars in April for area veterans,
not just those from the sponsors’
hoisetown.

“Otar goal is to provide an avenue

- for veterans to learn what they're

entitled to and the varicus types
ol benefits they can apply for,” said
Vietnam veteran Kenneth Mehl,
who chairs the Westland Veterans
Association. “We have reason to
believe that a lot of veterans don't,
know what’s entitled to them or
what benefits may be avaﬂable 0
them.”

'The sessionsd will be at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 19, at the Harris-

Kehrer VEW Post 3323 on Wayne
Road south of Cherry Hill, and

at 1:30 p.m.-on the same day at
the Stanley Romanowski VFW
Post 6896 on Joy Road east of
Middlebelt.

Seating will be limited. To sign
up, call Mehl at (734) 261-5955,
Tony Wager at (734) 637-7992 or Joe
Tebor at (734) 377-8329. Veterans
expect large crowds at both semi-
nars. ’ . ’

“Other cities have sponsored these
seminars and the seating has been
full,” Mehl said.

The Westland Veterans
Association became an offshoot of 2
group that worked on bnngmg The
Moving Wall - a smaller version of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C. — to the Westland
Summer Festival in 2006.

The group hopes to educate veter-
ans about benefits they may receive.

“This might sound morbid, but
some people don't know that every
veteran (and spouse) can apply to be
buried in a national cemetery,” Mehl
said, “and we have one in Holly.”

If the April 19 seminars prove suc-
cessful, he said, it's possible another
one may be scheduled in the fall.
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FREE CHECKING

Fifth Third Free Checking is refreshingly self-exptanatory—it's truly free
N checking. You'll get unlimited check writing with no monthly service
nc minimum balance requirement, free Internet Banking and
Bill Payment, free Fifth Third ATM transactions, and a free Fifth Third
Bank Gold Debit MasterCard® with Rewards. Which makes you free
to worry about things besides your checking account. Give us a call at

1-877-579-5353 or visit 53.com to see what we can do for you.

FIFTH THIRD BANK
The things we do for dreams”

*(ustamer purchases checks. Fitth Thind and Fifth Thirg Bank ate registered service marks of fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC
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written by lawyers for lawyers.  of a natural disaster. around for a homeowner’s can submit guesiions at meneymat- Detroit’s most depressed Salvation Army’s Bed and
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