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‘Former PCA teacher
seeking reduced
sentence from judge

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Stephanie Ann Stein will
be back in court Iater this
month asking a Third Circuit
Court judge if he would

Defense lawyer:
Polygraph casts
doubt on ID

BY BRAD KADRICH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Accused killer Alexander Letkemann took
and passed a polygraph test the resulis of which
his attorney believes proves he was never in
a Canton hardware store two days before the

reduce her jail sentence if
she pleads guilty to four
charges stemming from her
alleged relationship with a
15-year-old boy.

murder of 26-year-old Daniel Sorensen.
Letkemann, 18, of Westland and 17-year-old
Jean Pierre Orlewicz of Plymouth Township are
accused of luring Sorensen, an acquaintance of
theirs from River Rouge, to a Canton Township

Stein, 32, a former
Plymouth Christian
Academy teacher who
once taught the student, is
acensed of having a sexual
relationship with the boy
from February 2007 to
Sepiember.

Her attorney, Tedd Flood
of Royal Ozk, has requested
that Judge David Groner
make a Cobbs ruling in the
case, which would offer a
glimpse at a possible lower
sentence if the Canton
woman pleads guiliy to two
counts of third-degree erimi-
nal sexual eonduct, each a
15-year felony; one count of
using the Internet to com-
municate with a minor to
commit a crime, a four-year
felony; and one count of dis-
tributing obscene material of
a sexual nature to a minar, a
two-year felony.

In order to lower state
sentencing guidelines, Flood
must show that Stein, a
mother of two, has substan-
tial and compelling circum-
stances that would justify a
lighter sentemce.

Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Lora Weingarden
said there are no such cir- -
cumstances with Stein, who
allegedly had sex with the
teen at his house, her moth-
er’s house and at a hotel.

“I cannot object to the
defense requesting a Cobbs
ruting so we have to go along
with it,” said Weingarden,
adding that she feels the
case is moving along slowly.
“There was a deal on the
table that dragged on and
on for months and when we
gave them a deadline: they

Stephanie Stein

rejeeted it. They are count-

ing on the judge doing less

than the 30 months (the
siate offered).”

Flood could not be reached
for comment.

In the deat the state
offered, Stein wounld have
received 30 months to 15
years in prison if she pleaded
guilty to one count of third-
degree criminal sexual
conduct. According to state
sentencing guidelines, Stein
could bé sentenced to nearly
five years to almost eight
years if she pleads guilty to
all the charges, Weingarden
said.

Stein’s relationship with
the teen nnraveled when the
boy’s mother caught them at
her home during the sam-
mer. -

At the prellmmary hearing
in September, the boy testi-
fied that he had to convince
his former teacher to be inti-
mate with him,

“She said she probably

- shouldn’t do it,” he said.

The Boy, who said that
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A shot at becoming a millionaire

Former Canton restdent Charlie Esser, who is currently a stay-at-home dad fiving in Newark,
NJ will be a centestant on “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire” on Thursday, March 6 and Friday,
March 7. Esser grew up in Canton and attended Our Lady of Good Counsel Schoof in Plymouth
from 1980-1988. He graduated from Catholic Central High Scheof in Redford, where he was a
member of the Duiz Bowl team, focusing in Arts and Popular Culture. After attending Wayne
State University and Eastern Michigan University, he moved to New Jersey. He recently
welcomed his first child, a son named Benjamin Esser, into the world. “Miflionaire” can be
seen on Detroit’s WWJ (CBS), weekdays at 9:30 a.m. :

garage and killing him Nov. 7. Prosecutors say
the pair then beheaded Sorensen and burned
his body in an attempt to impede identification.

Orlewicz, a Canton High School student,
and Letkemann, a former Livonia Churchill
student, face an April 7 trial date on charges
of first-degree murder, mutilation of a corpse
and felony murder, The latter charge, originally
dismissed by 35th District Court Judge Michael
Gerou at the preliminary hearing, was rein-
stated by Wayne County Circuit Court Judge
Annette Berry, who called it a “matter for the
jury to decide.”

At their preliminary hearing in 35th District
Court in November, Lucy Heenan, the store
manager at a Canton ACO Hardware store,

_identified Letkemann as someone she saw in
the aisle containing hatchets and torches.

According to police reports, Heenan told
Canton police she “couldn’t be 100 percent sure”
it was Letkemann she saw in the store, and later
admitted she may have recognized him from
media accounts of the crime.

At the preliminary exam, Heenan denied
making those statements.

In a motion asking Berry to suppress
Heenan’s testimony, Ravmond Cassar,
Letkemann’s atiorney, called Heenan's iden-
tification “suspect” and asked Berry to sup-
press it, based on Heenan'’s statements and the
results of the private polygraph test adminis-
tered by Leonard West of West Polygraph and

Please see 1D, A3

he loved Stein, admitted

-to being untruthful about
aspects of his relationship
with his former teacher and
that he put a virus on her
computer, so he could moni-

School board closes in on new leader

Trastees have schedualed an

tor its use. He also asked his BY TONY BRUSCATO schools superintendent. who retired Thursday.
former teacher to send him OBSERVER. STAFF WRITER And, unless something dra- “We talked to him (Fiegel)
an explicit picture of herself matic occurs on Wednesday, and we talked to the board
to his cell phone and she A contract in principle when five of the seven about parameters (of a con-
cornplied. has been reached with Craig Plymouth-Canton trustees tract),” said PCCS board

Stein resigned from her Fiegel, the finalist from sub- make a one-day visit to Fiegel's  President Judy Mardigian.
part-time teaching position urban Chicago the school current district in Evergreen “Our goal is to approve his con~
at the academy on Joy Road board is considering hiring Park, Ill., it appears Fiegel will  tract at our March 11 meeting,
in June. as Plymouth-Cantorn's next be hired to succeed Jim Ryan,  It’s all progressing.”

executive session concerning
contract negotiations after
Tuesday night’s budget work-
shop. -

Fiegel earns $180,000
as superintendent of the

Please see BOARD, A3

Yack focuses on fun for his final state of township

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

While there’s no scandal rock-
ing the township administration,
Canton officials are gearing up to
face bright lights and be peppered
with questions fromt an anticipating
audience.

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce’s annual State of the
Township Luncheon will take place
at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday at the
Village Theater.

“This is going
to be a blast,” said
Township Supervisor
Tom Yack, adding
that the presentation
wiil be set up like
a press conference.
“There will be plant-
Yack ‘ed questions (and)

we are going to have

a lot of fun with this one.”

With this being his last address
as supervisor, Yack said he decided
to stray away from the event’s tradi-

tional format of just him on
“stage

“This is my last one so 1 get to put
pressure on the (department) direc-
tors,” he said.

“They are normally in the andi-
ence but guess what? Now, they will
be in the spotlight.” i

Yack, who said he usually begins
preparation for the address in
November or December, said the

" township has made an effort to

have fun with the event and con- .

“When you do anything over
and over, you get better at it,” he .
said. “In the early years, my kaees
were knocking and 1 even read (my
address) for a couple of years.”

The event is expected to touch on
public safety, leisure services and

‘municipal services projects and

finance.

“We are going out with a smile,”
Yack said.

To make a reservation for the

7 luncheon, contact the chamber

office at (734) 453-4040.

ANNUAL STATE OF THE TOWNSHIP
LUNCHEON -

When: 1130 a.m. Wednesday, March 5
Where: Yillage Theater at Cherry Hill
What: I addition to Superviser Tom
Yack's address, a buffet {unch will be
served.

Cost: $20 per person

RSVP: Call the Canton Chamber of
Commerce at (734) 453-4040 by March 3.
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Correction

. The Plymouth-Canton
AAUW production of Snow
White will be presented at ™
7 p.m, Thursday and Fnday, .
March 6-7, at Garden Ctty
High School's O’'Leary e
Auditorium, 6500 Mldd_lebel
Presale tickets cost $5 and are
available at Fanatic:U, 30409
Ford, Garden City, call (734) - -
266-0893; The Book Cellar,
840 W. Ann Arbor Trail,
Plymouth, call (734) 455-2665;
and Perkos Shoes, 33426
Five Mile, Livonia, call (734)
427-3477. They also will be
available at the door on perfor-
mance dates at $6 each.

Bentley variety show

Bentley Bobcat’s
Annual Variety Show and
International Taste Fest will
be held on March 7 at 7 p.m. in
the Bentley Elementary School
cafeteria in Canton. Bentley
has students from many differ-
ent backgrounds. To celebrate
this diversity, Bentley’s Festival
of Cultures Committee has
organized an evening of ethnic
and other performances, which
showcase the kids’ talents.
Following the variety show is
the International Taste Fest
sponsored by local restau-
rants and by the parents of
Bentley. Tt is being sponsored
by TC Gators, Mexican Fiesta,
Benito’s Pizza, Marco’s Pizza,
MeDonalds and HP Products
Ine.

If you wonld like to know
more about the show, or if
any businesses wonld like to
sponsor in this great evening,
please contact the chairperson,
Anu George at (734) 981- 7854..

LaJoy to read to
students

State Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-

Canton, will read to Plymouth

Christian Academy elementary
students and their parents
from 9:30-11 a.m., Monday,
March 3, at the school library.
Plymouth Christian Academy
is located at 43065 Joy Road,
Canton. The public is welcome
to attend.

For more information, con-

Ticket Kioak & Tickets Oniine
www.GQTl.com

734-844-FILM

Fard Rd.
1 Mite West of iKEA

CANTON CINEMA

DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL

ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$4 oo ALL SEATS

EXGEPY ADULY EVE. s 7 00

Free drink refitis & 25¢ carn refilts

SHOWTIMES 2/29 - 3/6 0 Ho passes.

FREE

SPRING MATINEES

Saturday & Sunday 10 & 17 AM
s1-3;2 SHREK THE THIRB (PG

€ SEMI-PRO (R)

1:00, 3:05, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30
FRI/SAT LS 11:40

KO COUNTRY FOR (LD MEN (R)
1:40, 9:40

& CHARLIE BARTLETT (R)
12:10, 2:30, 4:45, 7:05, 9:25
FRUSAT LS 11:40
JUMPER (PG-13)

12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:35, 845
FRISAT LS 11:50
| DEFINITELY, MAVBE (PG-13)

11:00, 4:20, 7:00
WELCOME HOME ROSCOE JENKINS

(PG-13) 11:20, 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:50
27 DRESSES (PG-13) 11:55, 6:55
THE BUCKET LiST (PG-13)

6:45, 9:00 FRI/SAT LS 1115

JUND (PG-13)

2:95, 4:40, 9:20 - .

FRISAT LS 11:35

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMENKS (PG)
12:00, 2:15, 4:30

witl 52-75 pulc!uss
B af4suz bau
1 Vorensr Ba

Special bowling

For over 30 years, the Plymouth-Canton Civitan Club has sponsored Special Olympics Bowling. Some 45-60 enthusiastic bowlers can be found every Tuesday
from 4-5:30 at Plaza Lanes on Plymouth Road through March 25. Special Olympics coach and program organizer, Maria Welgosh, announced that Plaza Lanes
will also be the site for the Area Games to be held on April 26, with some 400-500 bowlers expected to participate.
For more information, call (734) 459-1896.

tact Julie Dart at (734) 459-
3505, Ext. 169, or Librarian
Tami Fontaine at (734) 459-
3505, Ext. 147.

Arts and crafts show

The Plymouth-Canton
Music Boosters will host
their 4th Annual Spring Arts
& Crafts Ensemble from 10
a.m.~4 p.m., Saturday, March
15 at Plymouth High School,
8400 Beck Road (Beck Road
south of Joy Road), Canton.
Admission is $2.

This juried arts and crafts
event is held annually to sup-
port the music/band programs
at the Plymouth Canton
Educational Park. More than
90 guality exhibitors of hand-
made iterns will be featured.
A bake sale, raffle, conces-
sions, and entertainment will
also be available. The event is
hosted by the not-for-profit
Plymouth-Canton Music
Boosters, a 501c3 organiza-
tion. All funds raised go to
the band programs at all
three Plymouth-Canton high
schools, including the nation-
ally-acclaimed Plymouth-
Canton Marching Band, which
ranked 7th in the nation in
2007.

For more information, visit
www.pcmb.net/artcraft.

Hazardous waste
coliection

The Wayne County
Department of Environment’s
Land Resource Management
Division will be holding a
Household Hazardous Waste
Collection on Saturday, March
15 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Downriver Community
Conference Center, located
at 15100 Northline Road in
Southgate. This free event,

open to Wayne County resi-
dents only, is an opportunity to
make your home and environ-
ment safe by properly dispos-
ing of waste that is considered
toxic, flammable or corrosive.
Examples of acceptable
waste being collected on
March 15 include; household
paints, stains, dyes, floor wax,
floor care products, carpet
cleaner, furniture polish, bath-
room cleaners, stain removers,
solvents, nail polish, giue, fer-
tilizer, lawn and garden chemi-
cals, pesticides, antifreeze,
motor oil, gasoline, automotive
batteries and dry cell batteries,

- fluorescent bulbs, fire extin-

guishers, mercury fever ther-
mometers, smoke detectors,
computer monitors, printers,
scanners, mice, keyboa.rds cell
phones, fax machines, copaers
and televisions.

Only household generated
products from Wayne County
residents will be accepted.
Itemns that will not be accepted
include; commercial waste,
industrial waste, radioactive
materials, explosives, ammuni-
tion, shock sensitive materials,
household trash, 55-galion
drums, refrigerators, miero-
waves or other appliances,

tires, yard waste and concrete.

For information on how to

dispose of these items, a com- . f

plete list of what will and will
not be accepted, or about the .
March 15 collection, contact
the Wayne County Resource
Recovery Coordinator at (734)
326-3936 or visit www.wayne-
county.com.

PCA open house

Plymouth Christian
Academy, located at 43065
Joy Road in Canton, is host-
ing “Walk In Wednesdays” on
Wednesday’s throagh March’

GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.

Board Certified Dermatologist

lizing in Diseases
Sganair & Nails

" Invites you ta visit and receive

the care you deserve.
e Skin Cancer s Eczema
* Moles o Warts
¢ Psoriasis * Hair Loss
* Acne Botox e« Much More =
Accepting New Patients « All Ages

Call for Appointment 248~324~2222 Evening appis. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Michi @qan 48377

greatlakesderm

yanoo.com A

ES

An exceptional home-like setting for Active/Alert,
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer’s residents.

-24 Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-On Call Nurse Practitioner-

- -Planned Activities

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard
- -Medication Management -

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

-incontinence Management

-Beauty & Barber Shop

CAN"I‘ON

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads

19 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. This
is an open house for prospec-
tive students and parents. Fall
classes are still available for
preschool, elementary, middle
and high school.

To RSVP, call the school
at {734) 459-3505. For more .
information, visit the school’s
Web site at www.plymouth-
christian.org.

Mocha Moms meeting

Mocha Moms, Inc., a nation-
al support group for mothers
of color and a 501{c)(3) tax-
exempt organization. is look-
ing to start chapters in the
Downriver and Canton areas.
Please come out and learn -
more about this organiza-
tion on at 4 p.m., March 2 at
Starbucks in Canton (on Ford
Road near Lotz). For more
information, visit michigan-

" mochas@yahoo.com or www.

mochamoms.org,
Organic garden
volunteers needed

Canton residents inter-

. ested in helping to build and
'ma.mta,m an mtergeneratlonal

community organic garden
should: plan to attend the

; Pbrea,kmg informa-
KS scheduled for

8:30 p_m in the Summit on
the Park Ash Room.
Volunteers are needed to
help plan and construct spe-
cially designed raised garden
beds with accessible pathways
for young children and older
adults. In addition, garden
plots will also be available
for rent at various locations
throughout the township.
This project is intended to
provide a unique and calm-

1 -Includes preparation of: -Regular Tax Preparation cost $250
Federal Form 1040 -For First Time Customers Only
Schedule A “-Cali Schultz & Associates today to
Schedule B set up an appointment
State Form 1040 Offer expires 03/30/08 -

ing place for children, senior
citizens, wheelchair bound
gardeners and volunteers of
all ages to come together and
garden organically. For more
information on this project,
please call Marina Harvey at
(734) 394-5460.

Women wanted

The Canton Business &
Professional Women (BPW),
which promotes full partici-
pation, equity and economic
self-sufficiency for America’s.
working women, will meet 6-
8 p.m., March 10 at Palermo’s
Restaurant, 44938 Ford Road
in Canton (located in the strip
mall behind Murray’s Auto
Supply on north side of Ford

. Road- east of Canton Center

Road).
Special guests will be The

Petticoat Ladies as “Charmers’

& Cranks”. Dinner will also be
served.

Please RSVP for this
meeting by contacting
June Nicholas by phone at

'(313) 610-2561 or e-mail at

junenicholas@comcast.net.
There is 2 cost for dinner.

Calling all artists -

The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is now accepting
proposals for the 2009 exhibi-
tion season.

The deadline for submission

is March 31.

The theater is interested
in exhibiting both local and
regional artists in all medias
of artwork.On average, more
than 5,000 individuals visit
the theater each month. The
Village Theater is a venue
that comfortably showcases
established, as well as emerg-
ing artists that have been rec-
ognized for théir exceptional
talent.

Save on YBIII‘ 2007 |IIGOMB Tax Preparation

Aftists must submit slides
or high qualitydigital images,
contact mformatmn, current
resume/biography, an artist
statement, and availability.

. The Village Theater at
Cherry Hill is located i
Cherry Hill Village on the
corner of Cherry Hill and
- Ridge roads. Deliver your
submissions to the theater

- or e-mail your submissions
to viliag_etheater@canton-

mi.org.

" For more information on
the 2009 exhibition season,
vigit canton-mi.org/villageth-
eater or call (734} 394-5460.

Sagear scholarship -

Students wanting to
apply for the Sagear-Rotary

" Scholarship have until April 1

to get in their applications.

The Rotary Club of -
Plymouth A.M. is striving to
recognize a Plymouth-Canton
School District High School
Senior who has overcome
adversity. We are looking for
students who have displayed
courage, perseverance, spirit,
and creativity in succeeding
in achieving an education,
despite a physical, mental or
emotional barrier. They have
also shown an appreciation of
others and a commitment to
théir community. -

The recipient of this award
will receive a $500 scholar-
ship. This award is named

. after S8andra Sagear a 1969
" graduate of the original

Plymouth High School who
imagined and believed she
could succeed as she lived
everyday with Polio.
Information and applica-
tions on the Sagear-Rotary
Scholarship are posted at
www.storytellerdesign.com/
SagearRotaryScholarship.
pdf. Applications should be
returned to Debra Madonna,
Rotary Club of Plymouth
A .M., 40200 Pinetree,
Plymouth, MI 48170. The
award will be announced
April 25.

. Tonda scholarships

The Tonda Elementary
School Scholarship
Committee is accepting appli-
cations and essays from now
untit April 9.

Qualified applicants must
have attended Tonda for at
least three years, have a GPA
of 3.25 or better and have
been accepted into an accred-
ited college, university or
trade school. Two letters of
reference from a non-family
member as well as transcripts
must alse be submitted.

Applicants will submit an
essay entitled “Qualities of a
Peaceful School.”

Applications and further

- rules may be obtained at

Plymouth, Salem, and Canton
High School, or at Tonda
Elémentary School.

v Individual & Business Tax
v Preparation & Planning
v Accounting & Bookkeeping '

v Estate, Trust & Elder Planning

SCHULTZ o
ASSOCIATES, PLC 496 W. Ann Arbor Tr, » Ste. 205

Certified Public Accountants

734.354 2380

Plymouth, M1 481 70

You are cordially invited to visit our bulidings, meet our staff, and discover
how Montessorl's individualized educational progr

ams can benefit your child.
Now In our fourth decade of providing educational excelience, we look
torward to sharing our axceptioaaj learning communities wﬁh you,

Our NAEYC-accredited schaois are open to ali chiidren mgamess of race,
caier, religion, nationat or ethnic origin.

Please join us at an Open House:

Sunday, March 2

+3 pm.

Thursday, March 8

Mantesséﬂwm

a4 450850

5:30<7 pm.
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Karyl Niemi (center) receives the first ever Sharing Community Award from
Canton Rotary Club members Lisa Kennedy {{eft) and Martha Snow.

Rotary Club honors local
leader with new award

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In addition to celebrating
the 103rd anniversary of its
international service organi-
zation Monday, the Canton
Rotary Club presented its

- first Sharing Community
Award to Karyl Niemi.

Niemi, a longtime Canton
resident, is the owner of
Canton Creative Marketing
and has offered her time
to several local organiza-
tions and initiatives, includ-
ing the Canton Chamber
of Commerce, Canton
Community Marketing
Committee, Rally4Canton
and Leadership Canton.

In honoring Niemi, the
Rotarians said she exempli-
fies and lives out the organi-
zation’s four-way test, which
asks the following questions:
Is it the truth? Is it fair to
all concerned? Will it build
goodwill and better friend-
ships?

And will it be beneficial to
all concerned?

Niemi, who is not a Rotary
member and didn’t realize
she was being honored when
her friend, Rotarian Lisa
Kennedy, casually asked
her to attend Monday's club
meeting, teared up when she
was presented with a plaque
and said she was humb]ed by
the recognition.

“She asked me to be here

and I told her ‘yes’ but only if

it’s not a big deal,” she said.
“T'm overwhelmed and
really honored. 1 only

do what [ love and I love
Canton.”

Sue Kowalski, Rotary
president, said Niemi was
the ideal choice as the first
recipient of the award.

“We are a service organi-
zation and we have talked
about doing this for some
time and we went through
people that have worked
tirelessly in the community
and {(selecting Niemi) was
definitely unanimous,” she
said.

When Former Rotary
president Martha Snow ran
down a list of organizations
that Niemi belongs to, she
highlighted her work with
the Chamber and her role as
one of the founding members
of Giving Hope, Women’s
Giving Circle.

Snow said Niemi has
worked “tirelessly” to benefit
the community.

The Rotary, which has a
mission of promoting ethi-
cal standards and advanc-
ing world understanding,
meets at noon on Mondays at
Carrabba’s Restaurant, 1900
N. Haggerty Road.

For more information,
contact Kowalski at {734)
968-1436.

Teens win symphony s Youth Artist honors

Five students shared some
$1,200 in‘cash prizes when the
Plymouth Canton Sympho’ny
Society announced the win-
ners of its apnual Youth Artist
Competition.

The competition is an apnnal
concerto competition for piano
and orchestra students in
Grades 7-12. Students com-
pete for up to $1,500 in cash
prizes and an opportunity -
to perform with either the
Plymouth Symphony Orchestra
or Orchestra Canton.

The winners will be pre-
sented their awards at
the Plymouth Symphony.
Orchestra’s season finale,
“American Romance,” April 5
at 8 p.m. at Ward Presbyterla.n
Church in Northville.

This year, Ashley Harris
of Livonia (flute) and Erica
Qiao of Novi (bassoon) shared

‘Harris

Kaiser

first prize for the “Senior
Instrumental” division, win-
ning $35¢ apiece.

Violinist Nika Zhang of
Northville won first place and
$250 in the “Junior Combined”
division. }

Kelly Kaiser and Amy Sun,
both violinists from Canton,
were awarded honorable men-
tions, with cash awards of $150
cach.

PCCS officials said the Youth
Axtist Competition is possible
“because of the generous sup-

Sun Zhang
port” of Evola Music, Plymonth
Rotary Foundation, Optimist
Club of Plymouth, Plymouth
Kiwanis Foundation, and the
Michigan Council for the Arts
and Cultural Affairs, a part-
ner agency of the National .
Endowment for the Arts.
“PCSS and its Board of
Directors have always been
interested in increasing the
musical opportunities available
to young people, and present-
ing special children’s concerts
to contribute to their education’

and exposure
! to the arts,”
t said Jennifer
Philpott-
Munson, the
symphony’s
executive direc-
j tor. .
“With five

outstanding
Youth Outreach programs cur-
rently serving young people
in Western Wayne, Eastern
Washtenaw and Southern
Qakland Counties, the PCSS is
prond te be known regionally
as the “music education sym-
phony.”

For more information on the
Plymouth Canton Symphony
Society programs, concerts
and events visit the symphony’s
Web site at www.plymouth-
symphony.org or call {734)
451-2112.
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Consulting in Farmington.

During that test, West asked
Letkemann if he bad driven ~
Orlewiez to the ACO and
whether he had himself gone
nto the store. Letkemann,
according to Cassar, answered

po” to all questions.

In aletter to Cassar, West
wrote, “It is the opinion of
this examiner, based upon the
examination given, that the
subject told the TRUTH to the
above relevant questions.”

Cassar wouldn’t comment
on the test because of the gag
order continued by Berry on
attorneys and law enforcement
officials.

However, in his brief to sup-
port the motion, Cassar wrote,
“Ms. Heenan's identification
of (Letkemann) was suspect at
best due to the statemnents she
made during her identifica-
tion.”

Prosecutors report-
edly declined to administer
a polygraph of their own
to Letkemann, and Berry
denied the motion to suppress
Heenan'’s identification.

While the polygraph

does nothing to determine
Letkemann’s guilt in the case,
it could be used, sources say,

to refute premeditation on
Letkemann’s part. ,

Brian Stacey, a lawyer from
Plymouth, said Friday he’d
never seen a polygraph used in
such a manner.

“T've never seen a polygraph
used in that fashion, unless it
was an ultimate determination
of guilt or innocence,” Stacey
said.

“I've had many cases that
were not pursued because my
client took a polygraph with
the prosecutor’s office and
passed it. Of course, every case

1s different, and I don’t know
enough of the details of this
case.”

Berry also denied motions to
suppress evidence found in the
Canton garage belonging to
Orlewicz's grandfather, where
the slaying took place, and to
prohibit the use of the term
“thrill kill,” originally used
by Wayne County Prosecutot
Kym Worthy to deseribe
the crime, although she will
require prosecutors using the
term to back it up with evi-
dence.

bkadrich®hometownlife.com
(734) 459-2700
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1,900-student Evergreen

Park Elementary School
District 124. While Mardigian
acknowledged that none of
the candidates interviewed

by the board would come to
Plymouth-Canton without a
pay increase, she declined to

Call Today (313) 2445989

We’re Partnering With The Fellowmg
Noan-Profit Orgamzatlons To Heip Youl

Wa'yneCousn-ty- Treasurer
4(}{) Non rc:c

5

discuss details of Fiegel’s “con-
cept” contract. '

“The market has gotten a
lot tighter, and it’s definitely
a shrinking market,” she said.
“Candidates definitely can_
command a higher wage than
they could six years ago.” Ryan
earned an annual salary of
$161,000.

Mardigian said board mem-
bers will meet with employee

groups, parents and people

in the Evergreen Park com-
munity to find out more about
Fiegel. .

Fiegel cautioned board
members not to expect too
much from his elementary-
only school district.

“They need to be realistic,
they won't see anything like
to Plymouth-Canton,” Fiegel
said.

“I'll show them our schools,
and I'll take them into the
classroom to see some real
quality education.”

Fiegel said if he’s hired
by Plymouth-Canton, he’ll
start July 1 as his contract in
Evergreen Park runs through
June 30.

tbruscato®@hometowrlife.com
(734} 459-2700

And right now,
‘we'll giveyou a

*100

gas
card

just for opening a-checking‘ account
with us*Come in and ask how.

*imited to new checkmg account custorners only To qualify, customet must open a Flagstar checking account and establish divect deposit of at least $250 per month.

The account must remain open and active for a minimum of six months. i chedking acoount is <losed within the first six months, Flagstar reserves the right te redajm
the value of the gas card. Other restrictions may apply. Flagstar Bank reserves the right to substitute items of equal value. Offer net good in conjunction with any other
caupans o checking account offers, Limit one $100 gas card per customer per account. Offer subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice,
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http://www.hometDwnlife.com
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mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
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The magic's in the bag

Canton artlst puts her own
style into handbag gig

BY KIMBERLY MORTSON “The first year of her life
OBSERVER CORRESPONDENT I made all of her clothes. 1
' wanted to take the same pride

Aladdin may have been best  .in my daughter’s appearance
known for his magic carpet, that my mom did for me and
but for Michele Kramp it'sher  that I have done for myself,”
magic bags. said Kramp. “At the same time I

Atextile artist from Canton, tried to make a go of designing
Kramp has been designing one-  and selling children’s clothing
of-a-kind handbags since 2003  at craft shows but it seemed
under the name The Magic Bag  like I never had the right size
Lady. Unconventional designs,  someone was looking for in
recycled fabrics and unique something I sewed. So I made
embellishments are all trade-  this little green bag out of fabric
marks of her custom handbags.  with fairies on it. It was perfect.

Born in Redford, Kramp So I made another and another
moved to Canton with her and another.”
parents, James and Georgette Then in 2001, Michele and ~
-Craig, when she was 10 years her family moved to Italy while
old. Kramp says both of her her husband, a cornputer-aided
parents encouraged her creativ-  designer, worked with an inter-
ity at a very young age. national company fabricat-

“My mom taught us to knit,  ing automotive door latches.
crochet and sew. She’s a strong, Kramp says she became a “pro-
self-motivated woman and took fessional tourist” and immersed
great pride in how her three herself in the Falians’ love of
daughters looked growing up. | fashion.

From our hair to all the clothes “We went crazy buying

she made us - we always looked clothes, sunglasses and shoes,”
so neat and put together,” said ~ Kramp said. “It was fantastic.”
Kramp. While touring the country-

When she was in elementary  side with a Canadian fam-
school, Kramp first tried her ily they befriended, Kramp
hand at sewing by makingher ~ became known for carrying
own doll clothes. After gradu-  everything they might need
ating from Plymouth Canton while sightseeing in her hand-
High School, she earned a bag.
degree in apparel design and “My friend Lorraine started
merchandising from Wayne _referring to me as ‘the keeper of
State University. - the magic bag,” she recalled.

“It was my dad who encour- " And the rest is history. Upon
aged my love of drawing, which  their return from Europe,

I refined in college,” Kram Kramp revived her handbag
said. “He allowed me to use his  designing and got to work
drafting tools and made sure improving the style, quality and
my school projects were done structural integrity of her bags.
well. He had high standards for  Again, she tried craft shows as
all his daughters. He would say, amn outlet for her handbags but
if you have the proper tools use  that dide’t work. :

them, no excuses.” “People at craft shows wanted

In addition to drawing, 10 see 10 of the same bags so
Kramp took fine tailoring class- if their friend bought one they
es at WSU, whereshelearned  could walk in and buy the same
all the old-school techniques one. My bags do have some little
such as welt pockets, hand- similarities but no two are the
sewn buttonholes and draping.  same,” said Kramp.

- “I became even more pro- It’s that level of individuality
ficient when I used those that fuels Kramp's creativity.
skills everyday working for Her handbags are based on
acouple of local tailors,”she . current trends but with “alittle
said. “Tailoring is much more - rebellion mixed in.” :
mechanical ard structural in o “I' combine what’s going on
nature but nry sewing skills - * . - this season and funk it up a bit,”
were so much better by the time added the Canton textile artist. -
Ileft” , Kim McCord, a local pedia-

, : trician and internist, has pur-

A STITCH IN TIME chased several handbags for

In 1997, Kramp and her hus-  herself and given them as gifts
band Matthew gave birth to over the past 10 years.
their daughter Madeline. ‘I don’t know how to describe

PLANNING COMMISSION

. MICHIGAN.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON, WAYNE COUNTY,

"NOTICE IS BEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Michigan Public Act 110 |
of 2008, of the State of Michigan, as amended, and pursuant to the
Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Canton that the
Planning' Commisgion of the Charter Township of Canton will hold
a Public Hearing on Monday, March 17, 2008, in the First Floor
Meeting Room of the Canton Townskip Administration
Building, 1150 8. Canton Center Road at 7:00 p.m. on the

following proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.
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Woodbrtdge Estates Amendment to the Final PDD

Publish: March 2, 2008

126- PDD-ozab '
B (& g -
WOODBRIDGE ESTATES PDD AMENDMENT - CONSIDER

REQUEST TQ:AMEND THE FINAL PDD AS PERMITTED IN
SECTION 27.04 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE INCLUSIVE
OF PARCEL NO(8). 126 99 0011 000 (4555 DENTON;, 126 99
0013 003 (4711 DENTON), PART OF 126 99 0006 000 {48903
- GEDDES) AND 126 02 0001 000 THROUGH 126 02 0476 000.
Property is located south of Geddes and east of Denton Road.

Written comments addressed to the Planning Commission should
be received at the Canton Township Administration Building,
1150 Canton Center 8. prior to Thursday, March 13, 2008 in order
to be included in the materials submitted for review.

Vie Gustafson, Chairman

Michele Kramp specializes in handbags that look like art.

it but I like what she does on buying coffee, then Ulin says
alot of levels,” said McCord,a  they became friends and now
Plymouth resident. “She’s got she’s one of the biggest Magic
a good business idea, if you Bag Lady admirexs.
see her work you recognize it’s Ulin, owner of 2 film and
very unique and I love that she  video production company,
recycles material. Her bags are  recently purchased a pair of
fuan, creative and artistic.” handbags for her clients as
MecCord’s 4-year-old dangh-  gifts. . - _
ter has several pieces from . “Michele’s bags are truly
The Magic Bag Lady’s “Fairy”  unique. Everyone is so label
series, which includes a ditty conscious and has the same

bag, backpack and purse. The

fairy material was brought back’ Michele create something that’s
from Italy. Kramp cuts out the  one-of-a-kind - in an affordable
fairies and often embellishes . way - is rare in and of itself”
the miniature winged ereatures Last fall, Kramp's friend and
with beads. fellow artist Laura MacIntyre

“My daughter loves them and - introduced her to Karen
they’re some of my favorite,” Thomas, the owner of Biddle
added McCord. Gallery (www.biddlegallery.

A signature of Magic Bag com) in Wyandotte. Thomas
Lady handbags is the integra-  opened the gallery in 1995 with
tion of reused and recycled her husband Ross. Original
fabric. artworks by over 100 Michigan

"I get a lot of material from  artists are available for pur-
friends. Either sentimental =~ chase including jewelry, fiber,
pieces such as wedding dresses  furniture, glass and more.
or neckties worn by someone’s “Michele stopped by the gai-
grandfather to the clothing my - lery with another artist who
daughter is outgrowing. I'm was dropping offer her port-
cheap and I work with whatever folio. The friend mentioned
Ihave. From an environmen-  Michele made really cool
tal standpoint - everyone has - handbags and was wearlng
something theyre not using. one of her bags to prove it,”
Instead of thl_jowiug it out they said Thomas. “I love that the
give it to me, said Kramp. . bags are made from recycled

And if you lobk-at the’ ﬂao; of and sentimental textiles, Each:-.
Kramp’s Canton studio it’s easy bagis one-of-a-kind. Michele's .
to see she throws nothing away  handbags are functional works
- even the smallest swatch of of art. The craftsmanshlp and
fabric has the potentialto work  attention to detail i3 outstand-
its way into a Magic Bag Lady  ing”
handbag. In addition to running her

Plymouth resident Diane own business, Kramp is a sub-
Ulin initially met Kramp at stitute teacher in the Wayne-
The Plymouth Coffee Bean Westland School District
Company, first as a customer and a member of HATCH -

thing,” Ulin said. “To have

SO
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- NOTICE
PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal
gystem or storm water system, you must file a written claim with
the Plymouth Charter Township Department of Public Works
within 45 days after the overflow or backup was discovered. Nofice
should be mailed to Plymouth Charter Township, Department of
Public Works, 9955 N. Haggerty Rd., Plymouth, Michigan 48170.
Failure to provide the written notice will prevent recovery of
damages. Contact the Department of Public Works, 734-354-3270,
Extension 3, for assistance immediately upon discovery of an
overflow or backup.

PLYMOUTH CHARTER TOWNSHIP

'DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

. MARILYN MASSENGILL, CMC
Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth

Publish: March 2 & 6, 2008 GEOBEBRS0 - 2425

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Townslup of Canton by writing or
calling the following;

. David Mediey, ADA Coordmator
Charter Townsh;p of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publigh: March 2 & 6, 2008
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BILL BRESLER { STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Hamtrack Art Collective (www.
hatchart.org), a community

of artists that come together

to host group, solo and juried
exhibitions at Café 1923.

WHAT'S IN THE BAG

All of Kramp's handbags
have leather handles and grom-
mets, are hand stamped with
the Magic Bag Lady logo she
designed herself and are lined

* featuring multiple interior

pockets for everything from
lipstick pouches to cell phone
and MP3 player compariments.
Embellishments have included
silk flowers and men’s neckties
to buttons and CDS.

“I recently made a handbag

" for someone that featured a

®

bunch of these old keys their
dad used to carry around with

him and it was lined with a pair

of his plaid pants,” she said.
“They loved it.”

Some of the most exclusive
designs in The Magic Bag Lady
collection are Kramp’s coffee
bean bags. She recycles the bur-

*. lap sacks local retailers throw
" away that once contained beans

from coffee growers around the
world. Although burlap is one .
of the most challenging materi-
als to work with - Kramp says
no two bags are alike due to

the unique brand names and
designs stiarhped on the outside
of the burlap sacks.

“My customers love the fact
that no one else will be carrying
a bag like theirs. Michele’s’ bags
are very distinctive ~ you know
it's a Magic Bag Lady when you
see it,” added Thomas.

Kramp's 10-year-old daugh-
ter Madeline has undoubtedly
inherited her creative spirit.
She and her husband have done
everything they can to encour-
age it and are very proud of her
efforts, This spring Madeline

| carry a little netted purse for money

THEN AND NOW . -

Here's a timeline of the handbag:
‘480 B.C.: Peasants in early rural
societies used bags to carry seeds
14th century: The very first mention
in written literature comes from the
14th century, even though Eqyptian
hieroglyphs show pouches carried
around the waist. Embroidery and
jewels adorned these articles and
were used fo show status - the
richer the person, the more elabo-
rate the bag.

15¢h century: The drawstring bag
was a status possession. Wedding
purses were a traditional gift from
groom to bride.

16th century: Cloth bags were used
that were made larger and used by
travelers and carried diagonally
across the body. Men continued to

inside the pocket.

17th century: Small purses with
more complex shapes were poputar.
Embroidered artwork becomes
more popular in handbags.

1800s: Women now have handbags
for every occasion, Reticules (hand-
hags) are used for carrying rouge,
face powder, a fan, a scent bottle,

| visiting cards, a card case, and
smelling salts.

1900s: Handbags become more
complicated with the inclusion of
fasteners, internal compartments
and locks. Now compartments are
added for opera qlasses cosmetics
and fans.

1920s: Bags no longer needed to
match the outfit perfectly. Men
discover the coavenience of toling
their belongings in 8 handsome
hand or shoulder bad.

1940s: Handbags are made with the
economy and the warm in mind.
Metal frames, zips, leather, and mir-
rors were in short supply so manu-
factures used plastic and wood.
1950s: The foundations of handhag
styles are set by designer houses
including Chanel, Lovis thton and
Hermes.

1960s; We see the breakdown of old
notions of the classical and the rise
of youth culture, Wild colors, fabrics
and patterns.

Today: We now see handbags made
from space age synthetics fo hand-
woven straws - a handbag for every
mood, outfit and occasion.

Uprising at Biddle Gallery.
Craft Upriging (CU) is every
third Friday from 6 to 9 p.m.
and third Saturday from 1t a.m.
to 6 p.m. each month. The idea
behind CU is te showcase indie

“crafters whose work would not
" normally show in the gallery
._and to keep the pieces afford-

able.

To see more of The Magic
Bag Lady handbags, visit www.
biddlegallery.com or stop by the
gallery at 2840 Biddle Avenue,
downtown Wyandotte.

“I attribute much of my
success to my parents. They
instilled the confidence in
me that I could do whatever
I wanted. 1 think that rings
true throughout my life and in
my designs. They taught me I
didn't have to follow a pattern
in life.. just like my handbags.

will debut her own line of jew-  They don't have to “fit’ anybody

elry labeled “Whatever Styles.”  because they fit everybody,” said
Her designs include memory Kramp.

bracelets, earrings and rings. If you are interested in

The mother—daughter duowill speaking with textile designer

sell Madeline’s jewelry and Michele Kramp about The

Michele’s other textile related ~ Magic Bag Lady handbags,

merchandise (handmade please call 734.664.8636 or e-

wallets, change purses, note- mail themagicbaglady@yahoo.

pads and note bocks) at Craft  ~ com.

ewecomers
Welcome Service’
Making New Neighbors Feel At Home Since 1960!

Get to know Canton and Plymouth
with our FREE Welcome Packet.

Call Linda Today at 734-718-9095

or visit our website at www.aZnewcomers.com
For business sponsership opporiunities, please call 734.476.5891.
| This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notwe is hereby given that on Monday, March. 17th, 2008 @ 12:00
PM (Noon), Tate & Co. Auctioneers, Executive Ad.mmlstrator for
Extra Space Storage, will be offering for sale under the judicial lien
process by public auction, the following storage units. The goods to
be sold are generally described as household goods. The terms of
the sale will be cash only. Extra Space Storage reserves the right to
refuse any and all bids. The sale will be at the following location:
EXTRA SPACE STORAGE, 6729 N. CANTON CENTER RD.,

CANTON, MI 48187 AT 12: 00 PM,

Grinder, 11 Totes, 2 VCR'’s, Shop
Vaguum, Virious Household/
Garden Tools, Containers, 1 gun
Safe, Trail/Mountain Bike, 2
Lamps, 1 Fishing Rod, Large
Tool chest, Chest of Wicker
‘Drawers, Quiver with Arrows

Alan Ray Brown = D153 10X20

Landscape Trailer, Aerator, 2

Lawnmark J376 10X20
Maintenance ' Trimmers, Bunton Z,
¢/o Craig Orlowski Lawnmover/Wide Cut, Floor

Jack 1.4 tons, 2 Wheelbarrows,

Lawn-comber, upright power

blower, mis¢, hand landscaping
" tools, 3 backpack blowers, tamp.

Publish: March 2 and 9, 2008
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There are many others that
advertise free credit reports.
Unfortunately, most of these
so-called free offers have
strings attached and in many

individual’s rights under the
law. '
Unfortunately, the process
of removing inaccurate
information can be a

| COUNTY NEWS |

for the new employees. My
recommendation for her is
to max out her Roth IRA
first. What do you think?

I love the advice you gave

Roth you are investing post-tax
money. In a 401(k) plan, you
are investing pre-taxed money.
By funding the Roth IRA

first you pay a little higher tax

cases hidden fees. frustrating time-consuming your daughter. At her age it today. The slight increase in tax
In the old days, credit process. However, the time is a slam dunk that she funds now is more than offset by the
reports were only used to spent correcting your report her Roth TRA first. If shehas  future benefit.

Reporting agencies must make credit histories available

Dear Rick: Is it trme that obtain credit.  can save you a substantial additional money, then use the Roth IRAs, however, are not

you can get a free eredit -Today, credit amount of money. 401(k) plan. subject to required minimum

report? I see all these adson reports are One other frustration. A My advice would only distributions. Typically, when

the internet for free eredit - - used by auto report can be accurate atone - be slightly different if she someone turns 70% they -
. reports and I am somewhat insurance company and inaccurate atthe had a matching program. must begin taking required

leery. corpanies other two companies. So it is through work. In that case, minimum distributions from

Yes, you can receive a free to determine important to review reports I recommend funding the their retirement accounts.

copy of your eredit report, o premiums. In  from all three companies. Do 401(k) Plan up to the match Roth IRAs grow tax-free foras | , Affordable Pricin
There are three major credit Money Matters fact, credit not request your credit reports  and then use the Roth IRA. long as you choose. g
reporting agencies, Equifax, reports are all at the same time but rather The advantage of funding Take advantage of a Roth -8 0% Financing Available
TransUnion and Experian. Rick Bloom also used stagger them throughout the the Roth before the 401(k) is IRA. It’s not too late to make .
Each is now required to oo Dy potential year. having her money grow tax- 22007 Roth IRA contribution. | *EXtended Warranties
provide custoniers, upon employers. The  Dear Rick: I'm giving free vs. tax-deferred. When | «Quality Installation
request, a copy of their ecredit  bottom line is credit reports advice to my daughter your daughter eventually Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial B

report every 12 months. are used in situations that who is 23 and has been retirgs and begins to withdraw  adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 525 1 930
The key is yoh must request ~ have nothing to do with credit  employed full time since money from her Roth, the can submit questions at moneymat- (734) =

areport. To receive a free and that is why it is important ~ last year. Last year, on moeney can be withdrawn tax-  ters@hometownlife.com. For more

credit report go to www. to make sure your report is my recommendation, she free. Money in a traditional information, visit Rick's Web site at Our 33rd Year!
annualcreditreport.com orcall  accurate. opened a Roth IRA. This 401(k) is taxed at the ordinary  www.bloomassetmanagement.com. ;
(877) 322-8228. These are the if you find your credit is year her employer plansto . income tax bracket. Typically,  You can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. UNITED TEMPEMTURE
only placesyoucangotoget  inaccurate, take steps to offer 2 401(k) and there will  your ordinary income tax Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM. \39 19 MIDDLEBELT » UVDN@
a free report without strings correct it. The Fair Credit be no employer match. There bracket is the highest bracket. SEcasseis
attached. Reporting Act outlines an are about 10 fund options The one dowuside of the

Lean Boneless

GUBE
STEAK

Lean Boneless

Famil

Pack

USDA Boneless

ENGLISH

CUT ROAST

2 Roast Family Pack

Lean Meaty

COUNTRY STVLE
SPARE RIBS

Family Pack

MNow through Tuesday, March 11, 2008.

exira 15% off

regular or sale price
men’s tailored apparel, dress shirts,

dress pants, footwear or accessories
Valid on one entire purchase;
choose as many ilems as you ike.

Fresh Gnd Be

GROUND
SIRLOIN

PARISTAN
| TR

Gannet bis used in conjunetion with any other caupon ar special
ofter. Coupon will not be available in stores. Counon must be presentad
at time of purchase. Duplicate coupons will not be honord, Excludes
Benus Buys, Door Busters, incretible Value merchandise, Yellow Dot
Clearance, all sosmetics & fragrancas, Columbia apparel, ouferwear &
acessories, Levi's, Louben, The Sharper Imags, Toch Trek, Fine Jewelly
Super Yalues, Fine Jewelry special event merchandise, Fing Waiches and
Men's fragrances and giooming products. Also excludes mgular pice
Lauren, reqular price Polo collections. setected reqular price men's apparel,
better and designer accessories and shoes, Breast Cancer Awareness
merchandise, service departments, special orders and gift cards. Cannat be
applied to previousty purciased merchandise or mail/shane/intemet arclers. i

Al

‘COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE®

USDA Boneless

SIRLGTN
TIP ROAST

For the store nearest you, visit us at bonton.com.
Men's Spring Wardrobe Sale prices effective now through Tuesday, March 11, 2008. Memnandnse style and color availability may vaty by store.
Alteration Services at Laurel Park Piace, Village of Rochester Hills. [163295]
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~ Ficano pushes Cobo plan

rday, March 8th, 20
- 1:00 - 3:00 p.n.

Join us for an
evening of chance:

* ROULETTE
e BLACKJACK
s CRAPS
will also have “Elvis” in the hov

We'll give you odds that you'll have
an exciting evening...don’t let
Lady Luck pass you by!
Join uvs for fun, prizes
and refreshments.

14707 Northville Road « Plymouth
Located Just South of 5 Mile Road -
Call to Schedute o Tous:

0 @

{5 f

ey
YAz

OEQRAAQASO

Join now

$30

Join Curves during our 10th Annual Food Drive. Bring in a bag
of non-perishable food items between March 3rd and March, 15th, and
join Curves for just $30. All groceries will be donated to local food banks.

FOUR CURVES WALL AMAZE YOU.

curves.com

Over 10,000 locations worldwide.

34-844-6741 T734-414-0515
44248 Cherry Hill 44717 Five Mile Road
PLYMOUTH

CANTO

*Donation required. Offer based on first visit enroliment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program New members only. Service fee paid at
time of enrollment. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. ©2008 Curves International, Inc.
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in State of County speech

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

‘Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano used his
annual State of the County
address Wednesday to contin-
ue his embattled fight for an
expanded Cobo Convention
Center. .

““The expansion of Cobo is

" not about headlines. It’s about

real people and real jobs,” he
told a standing-room-only
audience at the Charles H.
Wright Museum of African
American History.

Ficano has proposed a
120,000-square-foot expan-
sion of Cobo at a cost of $323
million. Legislation has been
introduced to extend a three-
county (Wayne, Qakland and
Macomb) hotel and statewide -
lquor tax for seven years
to pay for the expansion.
Legislation has also been
introduced to create a conven-
tion center authority and to
make Cobo a tax-free zone.

Oakland County Executive
L. Brooks Patterson has
been a steady vocal critic of
Ficano’s plan, challenging
Ficano’s financing arrange-
ments. Recently, Detroit
political leaders have criti-
cized the plan for creating
an authority that would take
ownership of the hall away
from the city.

On Feb. 22, Gov. Jennifer
Granholm met with represen-
tatives from the three coun-'
ties and the city of Detroit to
begin preliminary discussions -
about their differences.

On Wednesday, Ficano rec~
ognized several supporters
from Ozkland and Macomb,
whom he said would benefit
from the expansion.

An opening film and
several slides shown while
Ficano spoke showed Ficano
and Patterson enjoying each
other’s company. o

“We're fighting to preserve
our crown jewel and will not
sit by waiting to see what hap-
pens,” he said. “We're going
to make something happen
for the good of our region and .
state.”

mouth Christiar

065 Joy Rd

Robert Ficano

Ficano and others argue

- that if Cobo is not expand-

ed, the city would lose the
annual North American
International Auto Show.

“This show is worth nearly
$600 miilion to this region
each year — the equivalent of
five Super Bowls or 40 World
Series games,” he said.

Wednesday's speech did
not contain the usual laun-
dry list of new initiatives
that spotlighted Ficano’s five
previous State of the County
addresses.

He used the langunage of
change and can-do optimism
to describe the area’s future in
spite of recent hard times.

He congratulated county
AFSCME union employees
on reaching a tentative four-
year agreement, though some
members were picketing out-
side the museum.

Accomplishments cited
-included the deal to buy the
Guardian Building as the new
County Building and ongoing
discussions about purchasing
the historic County Building,
which the county leases from
a privale owner.

He also touted the county’s
TURBO program which

- provides incentives for rede- -

veloping residential and busi-
ness property throughout the

' county.

“Thanks to TURBQ, we
have: new retail projects in
Highland Park and Detroit;
manufacturing facilities in
Van Buren Township and

Livonia; hotels in Romulus;
and food service facilities in
Canton Township and Taylor,”
he said.

Among those recognized
by Ficano, were Déborah -
Rush and her three children,
Shawn, Chris and Angela. The
Rush family were the subjects
of a story by Observer report-
er Darrell Clem on the Wayne
County Family Center in
Westland during the holidays.
Following the story, many
area people came to the sup-
port of the family:.

They were also recognized
by Ficano.

New initiatives by county
government and private
developments in the county
included:

B Creation of the Second
Chance Through Expungment
Program (STEP). Residents
who have only one, nonviolent
conviction and have lived a
clean life for at least five years
will be eligible to set aside the
past conviction.

B AV Automotive
Engineering, a German-based
company, will locate its North
American headquarters in
Northville Township this
vear. IAV will build a $16.5
million R&D facility that
would create 65 engineering
jobs and 180 total jobs over
five years.

B A proposal before the
county commission to create
a Job Creation Fund to offer
financial incentives to bring
jobs to the county.

B Next month, the county
will begin construction of a
mijle and & half long sewer
extension for the Pinnacle
Aeropark near Metro Airport.

“This will be the first major
infrastructure improvement
at Pinnacle and it paves the
way for businesses to locate
there as part of the aerotropo-
lis,” Ficano said.

¥ Alternegy, a Delaware
company, is building a
25,000-square-foot biodie-
sel fuels production plant in
Romulus.

hgalfagher@hametowniife.com

(734} 953-2149
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E & wame Kilpatrick has
really mucked it up thxs
time.

There’s no need to rehash
the details of the mess he is in.
By now even the Mariians are
talking about it. But this is far
from over, and
who knows
what the
repercussions
ultimately will
be.

For all of
Michigan this
is an embar-
rassment, but
for the folks
who live south
of Eight Mile Road, there
could be consequences far
beyond bad publicity.

Let’s set aside the real crime
here, that the mayor of Detroit
apparently tried to destroy the
careers of two good cops who
were just doing their jobs, and
look at what impact this sor-
did mess can have cn the rest
of the city.

For the past few years
Detroit has been on a remark-
able rebound. I've been watch-
ing it on the streets, where
it really matters. Housing

Greg Kowalski

developmenis are going up all

over the place. Condos, apart-
ments, lofts — for heaven’s
sake — even a bed and break-
fast — have been built. New
businesses are beginning to
creep into areas of Detroit,
like the lower Cass Corridor,
which I assumed were thor-
oughly dead. Ghastly ruins of
deserted houses were being
cleared.

This kind of redevelopment
is as important, if not more
50, than the much more highly
visible showcase pieces like
Riverfront Walk and the new
casinos.

A few blocks from where
Ilive there is an abandoned
hospital that was being sys-
tematically stripped of every
serap of metal inside. Hookers
and crack dealers were using
it. We held a community
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The Kilpatrick scandal is far
more than just bad publicity

meeting, whi¢h was attended
by Detroit City Council
President Ken Cockrel Jr.,
and pleaded with the ¢ity of
Detroit to remove the barriers
that wefe' preventing a poten-
tial new owner from buying
the: bulldmg He wanted to -

. renovatedt and turn it into _- :

4 charter schoolbut was
blocked by Detroit and Wayne
County bureauncracy.

After that meeting Cockrel
met with the key parties
involved to get the roadblocks
removed.

He did.

Now the building is in the
process of heing completely

restored. It’s not an overstate- -

ment to say the neighborhood
is being saved. I suspect there
are more such stories in other
areas of Detroit.

But now everything is being
overshadowed by the scandal
in Detroit city hall.

It is yet to be seen if major
investors interested in Detroit
are going to be put off by the
continuing story. But what
company wants to be asso-
ciated with the Kilpatrick
administration now?

Who wants 1o invest in
the laughing stock of the
nation, which is what Detroit
is becoming? If the revital-

. ization of Detroit does stall

because of this horrendous
story Mayor Kilpatrick should
be held fully accountable. -
It’s a shame. 1 like Kwame
Kilpatrick. He's extremely
bright, personable and ener-
getic. In another reality he
might have ended up being
one of Detroit’s greatest
mayors — the man who engi-
neered the city’s rebirth.
But now he should resign
and be left as no more than a
footnote in Detroit’s history.
Too bad. Too, too bad.

Greg Kowalski is editor of the
Birmingham Eccentric. He can be
reached at (248) 901-2570 or by
e-mail at gkowalski@hometownlife.
com.

{(“Canton Charter Academy look

www.hometownlife.com

Board should OK academy
expansion ' '

You recently reported on the. propnsed
expansion of Canton Charter Aca

to double in size,” Jan. 20). You
be interested to know that more:! han
200 parents showed up at the Canton
Township Board meeting on Tuesddy
evening, Feb. 26, to voice support for the
project. This was a diverse cross section’
of our community and included parents |
of existing students at Canton Charter

Academy and parents of children who - .

have applied for the 2008-09 school year. -

Twenty-four parents took the.opportu:
v needed to go.

nity to speak during the public com _
portion of the meeting and all gave very-
compelling reasons for why the townshi
board should approve the expansion.
Many of them, Canton Township resi~
dents who live in the Wayne-Westland/
Van Buren school districts, expressed

a sincere and urgent desire to attend
Canton Charter Academy. Others voicet
their demand to have a choice in deter-.
mining where their child goes to sehool.

The parents believe strongly that because

the township successfully add sed the.
traffic concerns associated withi TKE;
and other major building projects, they -
can certainly work through any: potentla]
traffic issues that may result from the -
school being expanded.

The parents spoke highly of the
reputation for academic excellénce and:
moral foeus that Canton Charter has. . -
established. They stated their betief that"
the expansion will act as an economic,
engine, as exceptional schools de, driv-
ing retail and real estate to the area. -

not by local taxpayers.
The bottom line from the comments

shared at the meeting is that Canton-

Charter Academy is a school that our -

community should be proud. If the town-

ship approves this expansion, the s¢hool

lETTERS

tnwnshxp board te vote in favor of this.”
expansmn

Claudia Williamson
principal, Canton Charter Academy

f'l’hanks Dr. Ryan.

e “The trustees of the Educational

“Excellence Foundation offer our sin-

. cere gra,tltude to Dr. James Ryan for

-hils service to our community. Dr. Ryan
as been superintendent of Plymouth-
Canton Schools for the past six years.
PCCS was fortunate indeed to have such -
a wonderful man at the helm to help
steer our schools in the direction they

Dr. Ryan also served on the
ducational Excellence Foundation
.Board as an ex-officio trustee, where
“he provided background and guidance
regarding the district’s status and needs.
He kept us apprised in a genuine, but for-
-midable manner, never passing the buck.
‘We always felt well-informed because we
knéw that Dr. Ryan was an honest and
forthright man.

" Dr. Ryan has been instrumental in the
“ growth of The Educational Excellence
Foundaticn during his tenure. His sup-
" port of our fund-raising ventures con-
‘tributed to the foundation being able

j to provide over $500,000 in the form
. of teacher grants and funding for the

" Summer Skills Academy. He partici-

. pated in every one of our events during
- ’his term, and we will truly miss his jolly

‘demheanor and wonderful personality.
_~Da. Ryan has been an active player in
-the wider commuriity as well. He has the

: - ability to make those around him com-
Furthermore, the school building will be
funded by National Heritage Academles,

fortable, and was always approachable.
He continuously and successfully endeav-
ored to make this district better. He will
_be missed by many, but especially by the
trustees of the Educational Excellence |,
Foundation.

Sharon Belobrauﬁch

will be able to serve more stundents this -~

fall in a safe, secure learning environ-
ment where strong character is being
developed and academic excellence is
paramount. '

This important topic will be going
before the township board for a vole on
March 11. We currently have 1,200 appli-
cations for next year, with only 80 open-

Canton needs hospital

Canton needs its own haspital. T drive
to St. Joe's for many treatments. Each
time 1 look at all the land here in Canton
and wonder why a township with almost
90,000 people would not want a hospi-
tal?

1 P
[N

| s On behalf of the many parents who ': 3
1 to attend Canton Charter, I urge the C

. the Constitution weré not ghorg

chalr Educatmnal Excellence Foundatmn'—-"

Get on the ball.
Read today’s

Tt is great to know that a ne Canton
hospital is proposed for Canton..J and all
who I have spoken with are very positive
about the Oakwood proposal So aur- rec-

ommendation is go for it.

Whe's kidding whom? o

One must worider how d:sappomted
the old-time Republicans miust feel about
how low their party has descended.

As if the present administration i 111
Washmgton with its disastrous war,
coming recession, unbelievable deficits
and attacks on the enviro! id

have just as bad agroup in the Mlchlgan
Republican Party. :

In order to regain house, Sea,ts lost to
Democrats recently, they have targeted
three Democrat representatives, includ-
ing our Marc Corriveau, for arecall on
the ground that they voted an increase
of the Michigan income tax of less tha.n
one-half of one percent.

For most taxpayers, after: deductlons
on their adjusted gross income, it will
mean g little more than the cost of a Red
Wing ticket and a pizza dininet. Those
with low income or unempleyed will be -
paying even less or nothing: For the State
of Michigan, it is much-needed money to
cover the deficit.

Who do these r1ght~mngers thmk they

“are klddmg when they claim they are *

¢ vt benefit? Well, thank you
so much; bat, I'am not happy with your
using niy tax money for a special election

a few nonths before November to help -
you win back those House seats. ~

T am not easily bought by-your vulgar
appeal to my pocketbook and although I
am in my 80s, I strongly recommend that
when you $end your signatur'e-'gatherer
to my door, he better be wearing his run-
nmg shoes.

Irene Piccone
Northville
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Going on now through
Tuesday, March 11

F ¥

Did you know
8 out 0f 10

of your friends
are wearing the
wrong bra size.
Are you?

We've got your size!
For expanded bra sizes
32-54, AA-1 cups plus
more brands and styles
through JCPenney catalog
and jep.com

Find your Fit

Bra Fit Spee‘lqh:te

Call todav to sohedule

vour appointmeant.

the JCPenney store nearest you,
call 1-877-FIND JCP (1-877-346-
3527) or go to jep.com!

' 5--9@3? Matters’
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! faster refund!

M N T ey

INCLUDES : k

+1040 FEDERAL 2 DEPE|

-SCHEDULE A / MiZED m&auc‘r; NS

-EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT |

+CHILD TAX CREDIT / ADDITIONAL CHILD TAX CREDIT
-HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX CREDIT / RENT CREDIT |

OFFER EXIPRES 4/15/08

INCLUDES:!

1040 FEDERAL & STATE
UP TO 1 DEPENDENT
*EDUCATION CREDITS
~STUDENT LOAN CREDITS

MUST PRESENT STUDENT ID
OFFER EXIPRES 4/15/08
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