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Bob the bee quy

Beekeeper wants to Alan Pk ok ofTbiscont,
pass along his love for oFThird Creut Court.
' ' Judge Ulysses Boykin sen-

industrious insects

. Wednesday afternoon in the -
BY KURT KUBAN death of Allison Newmian, the :
OBSERVER STAFT WRITER Poole’s 2-year-old foster daughm

* When Bob Jastrzebski dec:ded o buﬂd a beehive in
his Canton back yard, he only did it because he thought
the poliinating insects would help his garden produce
more vegetables. He had no idea he would become so
enamored with the flying insects, and they would alti-
mately lead to-a second career for him.

The ees will venture ouide the h ifhe outssd eperatu

www.hometownlife.com

Poole gets
20-35 years
for murdering
foster child

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

In the moments after his wife was sentenced to a
mininmim of 20 years in prison,

tenced convicted murderer Carol
Poole of Canton to 20-35 years.

ter. In addition o the sentence -
for the murder conviction, Poole. =
will serve a concurrent sentence - Poole

of 10-15 years for her first-degree

child abuse conviction. Boykin set aside sentencing
on Poole’s involuntary manslaughter conviction say-
ing it would have eonstituted double jeopardy with
the murder chaige. -

But that’s exactly what happened.

“The garden has been better and my neighbors have
remarked their trees have been better since I put the
hive back there. It’s a proven fact that trees flower

With about a dozen people supportmg her
Wednesday, Carol Poole, 42, addressed the court and
expréssad remorse for the actions that led to Allisen’s

much better with bees than without them,” Jastrzebski

said.

From that first hive he built five years ago,

Please see BEE, A6

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Bob Jastrzebski displays a frame f||[ed with wax comb and honey.

McLaughlin making run for Canton treasurer

Laughim tions this fall.

McLaughlin, who has been a trustee
since 1992, aninounced Tuesday that
she is running for Canton Township
treasurer, a position carrently held by

BY KURT KUBAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Longtime Canton Township Trustee
Melissa McLauaghlin announced she
won't be running for re-election this
year. But she still hopes to be a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees after elec-

many years.

Elaine Kirchgatier, who has not made
it official whether or not she is run-
ning for re-election.

-Kirchgatter, who was elected in
1988, did not immediately return calls
for this story.

MecLaughlin, who has lived in
Canton since 1962; has been an inte-
gral part of Canton government for

In addition to servmg as a trustee,
she is eurrently a member of the plan-
ning commission, DDA and historic

district commission.

McLaughlin said she wanted to run
for one of the board’s three full-time
pusitions: supervisor, clerk and trea-
surer. :

She decided on treasurer, because
she felt the clerk’s position was too dif-
ficult (and she is friends with incum-
bent Terry Bennett) and that she felt

the supervisor’s position would be best

- filled by state Rep. Phil LaJoy, who -

Please sce TREASURER, A2

Officials expect fewer appeals on tax assessments

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

It’s the continuing story of
Proposal A — lower assessments,
higher taxes,

But there’sbéena ghmmer of
hope reflected in the assessments
that have arrived at Canton resi-

dences, according to Doug Shaw, -

the township's assessor.

“We are not going to be as busy
as we have been in the past,” he
said of the appeals process before
the Board of Review. “The one-
vear sales study has already made
a big difference. It’s the biggest
change.”

For the first time, a property’s
assessed value — or its state
equalized value (SEV), which
is half of its market value — is
based on 2 one-year sales study

© The Observer

& Eccentric
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Tell us what you think about Propesal
A's impact on property taxes, or.if you
plan to go before the Board of Review {o
appeal your tax bill. E-mail editor Kurt
Kurban at kkuban@hometownlife.com or
post a comment on our Web site at www.
hometownlife.com.

instead of a two-year study.

Shaw said this years SEV’s
offer a better reflection of the
area’s housing stump than in past
yEars.

“It’s now based on a more
recent sample of sales,” he said.”

Even so, properiy taxes are
based on a parcel’s taxable value,
not its SEV. Taxable values have
increased by 2.3 percent, the
rate of inflation required under
Proposal A.

“There’s been some piece of
mind that i decreased from 3.7

‘THE MARCH BOAGD OF REVIEW

W 9am. to5p.m, March10
= -9 p.m, March 11
19 p.m., March 12 _
® ¢ a.m. to noon, March 13
K 9 a.m. to noon, March 14
‘|n making an appeat, homeowners
must present documentation, such
-as an appraisal and sales of compa-
rable properties.
To schedule an appointment, call
(734) 394-511. i
Appeals that have been maﬂecl in
must reach township offices by
March i4.

percent last year,” Shaw said.
Before Proposal A, property
was taxed at half of its market

value.

The logic of the proposal whlch
was ushered in by voters in 1994,
is that taxes will remain steady
whether property values skyrock-
et or plummet.

Canton Assistant Treasurer
Bruce Malinczak previously said
that the township benefited from
the proposal for years before mar-
ket values began to dwindle.

“The thing I keep pointing out
is Proposal A,” he said. “Some
people don’t want to hear it, but it
is a break. We had the benefit for
years, but now it has (flipped).”

More than 1,500 residents
appealed their assessments last
year. Shaw won't estimate how
many are expected to go before
this year’s Board of Review, but
believes it will be a substantial
decrease.

death in September 2006.

“I will never forgive myself for faﬂmg Allison,” said
Poole, who sobbed throughout most of the proceed-
ings. “I cannot believe I did not take her to the hospi-
tal right away”

The state maintained that Poole intentionally
killed the child and had been abusing her since July
2006. Poole, a management recruiter, has admitted
she used bad judgment in offering police and doctors
multiple explanations for Allison’s head trauma, but
claimed that she and Allison were playing a twirling
game on the second-floor of her Emily Court home
when the child fell 12 feet over abalcony. -

“I loved my daughter,” Poole said, while slightly tilt-

ing her head back for emphasis. “I absolutely loved

her”

While Poole’s attorney Mark Satawa pushed for
leniency with the sentencing, Jerry Dorsey IV, assis-
tant prosecutor, asked Boykin to go above the maxi-
mum sentence in order to send a “message to foster
parents.”

In the end, Boykin said he decided stay within the
parameters of a second-degree murder conviction,
He could have sentenced Peole to life in prison.

The Pooles had Allison in their custody for nine
momths. Carol Pooles supporters have maintained
that she was a loving mother who adored Allison and
was patient with the child who was once described as
“dramatie.”

Allison’s paternal famﬂy, who have been a constant
presence at Poole’s court appearances, said they deal
with the grief of Allison’s death every day.

The child’s father, Kenneth Newman, as well as her
grandmother, Debbie Newman of Westland, each
addressed the court before Poole was sentenced.

. Debbie Newman said it’s been a struggle to keep

. her family together but said she’s determined to do

so because “if I fail, Carol Poole will have taken more
than one life.”

Poole, eligible for parole in 20 years, will get credlt
for the 513 days she’s been mcarcera.ted

BILLBRESLER -
‘STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Alan Poole,
Sl husband of

| defendant Carol
Poole, waits for
senfencing tc
begin.
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PCA open house’

Plymouth Christian
Academy, located at 43065
Joy Road in Canton, is host-
ing “Walk In Wednesdays”
on Wednesday’s through
March 19 from 9 a.m. to 2
p-m. This is an open house
for prospective students
and parents. Fall classes are
still available for preschool,
elementary, middle and hlgh
school.

To RSVP, call the school
at (734) 459-3505.

For more information,
visit the school’s Web site
at www.plymouthchristian.
org. -

Mocha Moms meeting

Mocha Moms Inc., a
national support group
for mothers of color and a
501(c)(3) tax-exempt orga-
nization. is looking to start
chapters in the Downriver
and Canton areas.

Please come out and learn
more about this organiza-
tion on at 4 p.m., March
2 at Starbucks in Canton
(on Ford Road near Lotz).
For more information, visit
michiganmochas@yahoo.
com ot www.mochamoms.
org.

Bowiing fund-raiser

Students from East and
Pioneer middle schools in
Plymouth and Marshall
Middle School in. Westland -
are raising money for the
People to People Student
Ambassador Program,

- which sends students to

other countries as Student
Ambassadors to meet and
learn from foreign students
and representatives of other

~ nations. The students - Richard
. pathways for young children

MeCutcheon of East Middle
School, Abbey Jarrett of
Pioneer Middle School and
John Puterbaugh and John
Hollenbeck of Marshall Middle
School - had to qualify for the
honor.

The Bowling Fun Raiser will

‘be at Vision Lanes, 38250 Ford

Road, 4-7 p.m. Sunday; March
2. Tickets are $15 and include
three games of bowling, shoe
rental, two slices of pizza and a
soft drink.

For tickets or more informa-

. tion, call Roy McCutcheon,

{7349 398- 5676 ot (734} 748-

5803,

Organic garden
volunteers needed

Canton residents inter-

ested in helping to build
and maintain an intergen-
erational community organ-
ic garden should plan to
attend the “ground break-
ing” information sessions
scheduled for Wednesday,
March 5 and Monday, -
March 10 from 7-8:30 p.m. .
in the Summit on the Park

~ Ash Room.

Volunteers are needed
to help plan and construct -
specially designed raised
garden beds with accessible

and older adults. In addi-
tion, garden plots will also
be available for rent at vari-
ous locations throughout
the township.

This project is intended
to provide a unique and
calming place for children,
senior citizens, wheeichair
bound gardeners and vol-
unteers of all ages to come
together-and garden organi-
cally. For more informa-
tion on this project please

* call Marina Harvey at (734)

394-5460.

‘Women wanted

The Canton Business &
Professional Women (BPW),
which promotes full par-
ticipation, equity and eco- -

Montessori Open Houses

You are cordially invited to visit our buildings, mest our siaff, and discover
how Montessorl's individualized educational programs can bansﬁt your chiid.
Now in our fourth decade of providing educational exceflence, we look
forward to sharing our exceptional learning communities with yau.

- Our NAEYC-accredited schools are opan to all children r&garﬁksss of race,
color, refigion, national or slhnic eﬂgfn.

Please join us at an Open House:

Sunday, March 2' +3 pm. | Thursday, March vs - 5307 pm.
Livonia Plymouth-Canton
Montessor] Center Montessori School
82185 Lyndon, Livonia 45248 Joy Rosd, Canton
(734) 427-8255 (734) 458-1550

Thesier’s Is Extending Their Open House
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

“To 3 DAYS!!

21st Annual

TRADE SHOW
& CONVENTION

Come See the
Newest Introduction of
John Deere Gommercial

Zero Turn Mowers!!

JOHN DEERE

March 11th, 12th & 13th To Bring You
The Full Line-Up At Their Dealership including the
Newest John Deere Commercial Zero Turn Mowers -

| _We Won’t Take No For An Answer!
- MGIA Trade Show

Thesier’s Open House
Tuesday, March 11th - 8:00am - 6:00pm

Wednesday, March 12th 8:00am - 6:00pm |
Thursday, March 13th - 8:00am - 7:00pm

000 & Refreshments: 10:00am - E'Mpm |
‘RSVP by March 8th - DWhite@Thesier.

TheSmr

Equipment Co.

Tuesday, March 4th - 9:00am - 5:30pm
. Wednesday, March 5th 9:00am - 4:00pm

28342 Pontiac Trali » South Lyon, M| 48178
Phone (248) 437-2091 » Fax (248) 437-2140
www.greentractors.com e teco38@comcast.net

HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Thursday 8:00 am - 7:00 pm « Saturday 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

JHTO0400048

PHOTO BY WWW.DOMAGALSKIPHOTOGRAPY.COM, COURTESY GF MICHIGAK LOTTERY

Vying for the big prize

_Canton's Silvia Boyde (second from right) was one of five finalists for the

state lottery’s $2 million drawing Friday night at The Palace of Auburn Hills,
along with (from left) Daniel Lynch of Redford, Barb Farrah of Southgate,
Crystal Awdish of West Bicomfield, and Michael Adair of Imlay City. Farrah,
who is a state representative, was the lucky winner when the prize wheel
stopped on green, the color of the shirt she was randomly given prior fo the
drawing. Boyde and the other finafists each received $5,000. Each qualified
for the drawing by claiming a $1,000 prize in ene the following $20 instant
games: 32,000,000 Cash Windfall, Milfionaire's Club, $2,000,000 Explosion,

-and $35,000,000 Riches, and Double Red Millions. The grand prize drawing

was conducted at during the Detroit Pistons game against the Mllwaukee

* Bucks.

nomic self-sufficiency for
America’s working women,
will meet 6-8 p.m., March.
10 at Palermo’s Restaurant,
44938 Ford Road in Canton
{located in the sirip mall
behind Murray’s Auto
Supply on north side of Ford
Road- eastof Canton Center
Road). Special guests will

Get on the ball.
Read todavy's

-Includes preparation of:
Federal Form 1040
Schedule A

- ScheduleB
State Form 1040

. be The Petticoat Ladies

as “Charmers & Cranks™
Dinner will also be
served. '
Please RSVP for thls
meeting by contacting
June Nicholas by phone at
(313) 610-2561 or e-mail at
junenicholas@comecast.net.
There is a cost for dinner.

SPORTS

~Save on Your 2007 Income Tax Preparation

-Reguiar Tax Preparation-cost $250

-For First Time Customers Only

-Call Schultz & Associates today to
set up an appointment

Offer expiras 03/30/08 i

TREASIIRER

FROM PAGE M

announced last month that
he is running for the position.
Longtime Supervisor Tom
Yack is not running for re-
election.

“I have a desire to be more

~ engaged,” McLaughlin said of

her decision. “I'm practically
there (township offices) full

[ time now, anyway.”

McLaughlin, who has also
volunteered for many
local organizations and is a
member of the Canton Hall

"of Fame, said all her experi-

ence will benefit her as trea-
surer.

“I think with Tom (Yack)
leaving, there is a need for a
strong, experienced adminis-
trative team moving forward,”
she said.

“T have a proven record that
I am very proud of that will
distinguish me from any other
candidate. I look forward to
continuing service to my com-
munity.”

Both the Canton clerk and
{reasurer earn an annual sal-
ary of $127,073.

McLaughlin’s decision
means there will be at least
two trustee seats open.

Todd LaJoy recently
announced he won't be run-
ning for re-election, and
instead will run for his
father’s seat in the state
House.

coverage!

Schultz, CPA

v Individual & Business Tax
v Preparation & Planning
v Accounting & Bookkeeping

+ Estate, Trust & Elder Planning

SCHULTZ 734.354.2380
ASSOCIATES, PLC 496 W.Ann Arbor Tr. » Ste. 205
Certified Publ:cAccauntants Plymouth, Ml 48170

C O RANVYER

- ) RESEARCHER
X ARCIHTECT
L ) BOCTOR
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My time to go'
AS sonq says educator went out ‘his way

Plymonth-Canton Schools
Superintendent Jim Ryan said
he’s not singing “My Way” a la
Frank Sinatra, but in retiring
Friday as the CEO of the state’s
fourth-largest school district
he’s going exactly that - finish-
ing up on his own terms.

“I've never left a superinten-
dency - four years in Reed City,

_seven at Lansing Waverly and
six years here — where the very
last day I didn’t look around,
walk out and say ‘I did the best -
1 could,” said Ryan. “I'm feel-

ing a sense of satisfaction from  One of Jim Ryan's favorite things was attending graduation, as he did in
June, where he listened to Senior Class speaker Sharan Kaug Shokar.

the work we did over the last
six years in partnership with
the Board of Education, my

team, administraters, teachers |

and the community.

“I hope I'm walking out - not
being carried out — at the top of
my game,” he added.

‘When Ryan became interir
superintendent in July 2002
he took over after Kathleen
Booher, who had alicnated
many adininistrators, teachers
and parents, resigned under
pressure. '

As Ryan tells the story, mem-
bers of the Board of Education
walked into the deputy supet-
intendent’s office and “asked
the fat guy down the hali” if he
would like the job. Ryan said
he originally told the board
“no,” but then took the position
with the stipulation that trust-
ees “root like hell for me.” Six
months later the i mtemn tag
was removed.

From the beginning of his
tenure, it was obvious what
Ryan’s number one eb_]ectwe
hadtobe. - .

“Tharik God the goal was to
improve relationships with the
community and staff, because
I think that’s what I do best,”
said Ryan, whose self-deprecat-
ing humor is an autormatic ice -
breaker. “You just show people
how proud you are to be the
superintendent.

“I'm not amazed it worked
that well,” he said. “It’s how
you treat and work with peo-

ple”. g

Jill David, preSIdent of the
Plymouth—Canton Community
Schools Council ~ comprised of -
parent representatives of each
school in the district - said
Ryan always appeared hum-
bled when he attended their
meetings to give an update on
the district.

“He always made us feel so
important, like he wouldn’t be
where he was today if it weren't
for all the parents in the dis-
irict,” said David, of Plymouth
Township, “Very genuine and
sincere. We'll miss him.”

Ryan’s demeanor can be
summed up in one word, one
that he wears on his suit coat
lapel, “Attitude”.

“Our number-one goal was
to improve student achieve-
ment, and I think we're show-
ing that,” he said: “On time
and under budget bond issues,
we're the best in the state at
it. Six unqualified audits in a
row. And, we met the board
mandates (on smaller learning
eommunities) at the Park.”

Board President Judy
Mardigian, the longest-serving
current board member, said it’s
been a great tide.

“We have a féeling of labor
peace, a period of calm and
good relationships in this
district,” Mardigian said at
Tuesday’s board meeting,
Ryan’s last as superintendent.
“You ave a natural leader, an
irresistible personality. This
district is in a much better
place now, you definitely have
made a huge contribution.”

Ryan said some of his
best and worst moments as
Plymouth-Canton superinten-
dent have ties to bond issaes.

THE RYAN FILE

Name: Dr. .Jim Ryan

Position: Retiring Plymouth-
Canton Schools superintendent
On the job: Was deputy superin-
tendent, became superintendent
in 2002

Previous jobs: Superintendent
in Reed City and Lansing Waverly
Family: Wife, Kathy; children
Mike and Amy; six grandchitdren:
Liam, Shannon, Nora, Owen,
Abigail and Qlivia

“I think I'll always look back
at the passage of the 2004
bond ... we did renovations to
every single building except,
unfortunately, Central Middle
School,” said Ryan. “And our
new buildings, Plymouth (High
School), and Dodson and
Workman (elementaries). The
Workman dedication meant
a lot to e because Mr. {Tom)
Workman was able to attend.”

Ryan said the failure of two

"bond issues in 2007 will “weigh

heavily” on him.

“I will always feel bad that
T wasn't able to explain to the
cominunity that it was only
a half mill, and it would help
us by putting a second middle
school in Canton and help us
make some very needed adjust-

-ments at Central,” said Ryan.

“We were 250 votes away from
doing some great things, whlch
now will have to wait for years.”

Ryan said he'll always miss
the daily interaction with
employees and stadents.
However, while reflecting on his
tenure, he admitted there were
some things that began to wear
on him.

“The board meetings
got harder, the fear of the
unknown,” he said. “Like who's
coming at citizen comments
and who's going to pound on
vou, (negative) feedback from
doing your job.”

The continuing struggles with
Lansing for funding and subse-
quent budget cuts didn’t help.

Snrsgion rever R e good™
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"~ Recently ]
Ford Motor Go.
gave special recognition te the

L]
Team of Bill Brown l‘or

for being the #1 Volume Ford dealer
in the nation in car sales.

. Including being the #1 Fusion, #1 Edge, #1 Focus and #1
Taurus dealer in the United States. In addition, Bill Brown Ford
is also being recognized for winning the President's Award for

outstanding customer care in sales and service. Of course
none of this could happen without you, our customer.
Thank you for your support.

Bill Brown Ford
leoma e 734-421 ,-_000

“I don’t build cars, I can’t shut
the second shift down at the
plant if we're not selling enough
cars,” Ryan said. “We build stu-
dent achievernent.”

Despite dealing with $12
million in budget reductions
over the past five years, Ryan
has always been reluctant to
cut programs, opting instead
to make up the money in other
areas.

. “It’s easy to cut more, it’s hard
to cut less and get scolded for
deficit spending,” Ryan said.
“This board has never had a

cut and slash policy, they hung
tough with us. I just think the
best years are ahead for this
district.”

Ryan has worked since he
was I4-years-old, when he oper-
ated a recreation center in Chio.

'He laughs while remembering

his three summers working
on the assembly line at the
Ford Michigan Truck Plant in
Wayne.

“I just never could get the
hang of it,” s&id Ryan. “I have
a real respect for the job those
workers do.”

After a career that’s spanned
37 years, Ryan said he’s confi-
dent hes spent his last days in
education.

“I don’t think I'll ever do any-
thing in K-12 education again,”
he said. “Mayhbe there will be

Taking some
'swings’ In
retirement

BY TONY BRUSCATO
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

At Tuesday’s Board of
Education meeting - his last
as superintendent ~ Jim Ryan
received accolades and well-
wishes from trustees as retire-
ment loomed only a few days
away.

Ryan, who occasionally plays
golf, was given a gift basket of
golf items he could use while
on the links during retire-
ment. Ii included a shirt with
“Attitude” and his initials
embroidered on it, as well as
special golf balls to help his
game.

“We know there are times
you wanted to take a swing at
us, so we have personalized
golf balls with our pictures
inserted on them,” said Trustee
Dianne Gonzalez in presenting
the basket to Ryan.

After a few laughs, board
President Judy Mardigian
quipped, “Who's he going to hit
first?”

-To which Vice President
Barry Simescu wondered,
“Which one will go farther?”

something else in my life that
I'll be able to do and enjoy. I
I don’t think I can enjoy it as
much as I did my 17 years as
a superintendent, then retire-
ment will be in my long-range
plans.” '
His wife, Kathy, who retired
two years ago after 30 years
as a special education teacher,
said with all the energy Jim
has for his job, she’s concerned
how her husband will make the
transition to retirement.
“Every day is a Satorday, it’s

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

One of refiring Plymouth-Canton Schools superintendent Jim Ryan's
strengths was his ability to {augh, even at himseif, as he did here at his

going-away party.

awesome,” said Kathy Ryan.
“You have time to do every-
thing you've ever wanted to do.”

However, if Jim remains
restless, Kathy has an idea.
“There’s always plenty of house
projects to be done,” she said.

Jim Ryan said he doesn’t
want to hear that he won’t
know what ta do with himself
in retirement. He's got a plan.

“I'll be 60 this surnmer and I
want to regain my health, that’s
my number one priority,” Ryan
said. “We'll have a lot of time
to see the grandkids. I want

to walk the Mackinac Bridge
on Labor Day and go to Mt.
Rushmore, which has been a
life-long dream.

“No tie, no alarm clock
and I'm never coming home
from up north on Sunday
ever again,” he said. “If yon're
true to yourself and you know
what’s in your heart, I think
you know when your time has
comie. And, IJust think my
time has come.”

tbruscato@hometownlife.com
(734} 458-2700

Oakwood salutes our employees, physicians and volunteers
for winning the Michigan Quality Leadership Award.

Oakwood Healthcare System is proud to receive the 2007

Michigan Quality Leadership Award from the Michigan

Quality Council. Recognizing performance excellence in
companies from all industries, this prestigious award

demonstrates our commitment to becoming the

recognized leader in clinical quality, service and value.

Oakwood

We specialize. In you®

For more information, visit www.oakwood.org.
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AAUW ready to present ‘Snow White'
BY SUE MASON was Happy — she auditioned because she thought “itwould  that are rotated through and
(BSERVER STAFF WRITER for last fall. She admits shé’s =~ be neat to be a queen and wear  updated every few years.

o nervous about playing thelead  a crown.” She admits now she “We took out some older
- As an eighth-grade drama role, especmlly sinceitsastep  didnt realize the queen hasthe lines that the dwarves say,” said
“teacher, Melissa Mosquera up from a “minor role” shehad  most lines in the play. . Becky Copenhaver, who is shar-
requires her stadentstoseea  inlast year's production. But “I've been studying my lines  ing directing duties with Kay . -
play, and she’s made it easy for it gives her the opportunity to  every night,” she said. “T love Paupore, Diana Wilcox and
them to do so by inviting them  create her own version of the doing this because it’s creative - Shirley Zaetta. “In the palace
to see herin the Plymouth- - fairy tale character. and challenging, the roleisthe  scene, when they talk about |
Canton AAUW’s production of “I've decided Snow Whiteis  opposite of what I see myself Prince Michael, they talk about
Snow White next weekend. a little naive,” Mosquera said.  as” seeing him on myspace. We

“The boys are groaningand  “I'mtryingto gothroughher -  This is the 48th year the make it a fairy tale, but update
complaining, but I told them lines with a naiveté like when  Plymouth-Canton American it for the kids.” ' :
if their teacher is goingtoget  thé woodsman tells he’s taking  Association of University The play will be presented Monica Nick of Plymouth is Queen Braggamore and Melissa Mosquera
up on stage and perform, they  her to the woods to kill her. She Women has presented live at 7:30 p.m. Thursday-Friday,  of Livonia plays Snow White in the upcoming Plymouth-Canfon AAUW
can be there to watch,” said thinks it’s a joke.” children’s theater. The orga- March 6-7,and 10 2.m., 1and 3 production of “Snow White.

Mosquera. Monica Nick of Plymouth nization, with members from  p.an. Saturday, March 8, at the _

The Livonia resident is play-  also is stepping out of the Plymouth, Canton, Garden high school at 6500 Middlebelt theater at 6:15 p.m., so Girl AAUW since 1985, the playisa
ing Snow White in the play supporting cast to play Snow City, Livonia, Ann Arbor, Novi, north of Ford. Scouts, Brownies and Daisies  nice time for members to spend
which will be presented at ‘White'’s nemesis, Queen Northville and Wyandotte, Presale tickets cost $5 and can work on work on require-  with each other and get caught
Garden City High School’s Braggamore. Thisisherthird  takes classics like Pinccchio, are available at Fanatic U, ments for patches and badges.  up on what has happened in
O'Leary Auditorium Thursday- production and has had roles as  Snow White and Cinderella 30409 Ford, Garden City,call The AAUWhasdonethe theirlives. -

Saturday, March 6-8. 7 a candlestick seller in Jack and  and crafis howrlong AAUW {734) 266-0893; The Book presentation on Saturday for But the production goes

Mosquera is excited toplay  thé Bean Stalk and a playing versions. Its first production Cellar, 340 W. Ann Arbor Trail, several years, butmoveditto  beyond that.
the role of Snow White. it was  card in Alice in Wonderlund. was Hansel and Gretel. tnow  Plymouth, call (734) 455-2665; Thursday evening to accommo- Members see it as a “pow-
one of two roles — the other She tried out for the part has a repertoire of seven plays ~ and Perkos Shoes, 33426 Five  date the Scouts. Theevent will  erful tool to reach children”

Mile, Livonia, call (734) 427- include a fun patch for those and lets them tap in to “their
34/77. They also will be avail- Scouts who attend. However, instinct to explore.”
able at the door on performance they need to registerinadvance  “Ilove doing the play because
dates at $6 each. by sending and e-mail to aauw_  it’s for a great cause, but it’s also
- The Thursday evening pro-  plymouthcanton@yahoo.com.  a great way to give back to the
yewcomers duction will include an inter- According to Copenhaver, community,” said Nick. “1 really
el come Service’ T active cast presentation about ~ who's been involved with the enjoy doing it.”

Get to know Canton and Plymo
with our FREE Welcome Packet.

Call Linda Today at 734-718-909§
or visit our website at www.azZnewcomers.com
For husiness sponsorship opporiunities, please call 734.476.5881.
This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers.

~ DETROIT'S BEST
MOVIE DEAL
" . ALL LOUNGER SEATS

ALL DIGITAL SOUND
"ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$4 oo ALL SEATS

EXCEPT ADBLT EVE. 7 oo

corn refills

rmwmnmbmrmmnmm;&

All tucked in at the Paw Print Inn!

Present this ad for a
10% DISCOUNTon ALL services

Lo Frea drink rafit

SHOWTIMES 2/29 - 3/6 & No pazees

FREE

Observer

CJOMNNET HOMETCOWNLIFE.COM

SPRING MATINEES
Saturday & Sunday 10 & 11 AM
a/1-8/2  SHREX THE THIRD (PG)

& SEMI-PRO (R)

4:00, 3:05, 5:18, 7:20, 9:30
FRI/SAT LS.11:40

KO COUNTRY FIR OLD MER R)
1:40, 9:40

Q BIIMII.IE BARTLETT (m)
12:10, 2:30, 4:45, 7:05, 9:25
FRI/SAT LS 11:40
JUMPER (PG-13)

12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:35, 9:48
FRISAT LS 11:50
DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG-13)

HOW TO REACH US W

Home Delivery/Customer Service . .1-866-88-PAPER {866-887-2737)
Newsroom .......(734) 459-2700 Fax.......[734) 459-4224
Sports Nightfine ..........ccoovvevvennnnn.. (734) 953-2104
Classified Advertising ................J-800-579-SELL (7355)
“Display Advertising ......oovnveivernanan. . (734) 953-2153

Siniply Pawfect

41249 Vincenti Court

11300, 4:20, 7:00
POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS WELCOME IillMEIlUSGOE J_Elllﬂl!s ‘ Novi, M1 48375
The Plymouth Observer - Publication NO. USPS 436-360 Published every Thursday and g%mgé‘_% 4{:?_;,; .géss.so www.pawprintinn.com
Sunday. Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150, THE BUCKET {PG-13)
: : 6:45, 9:00 FRYSAT LS 11116 248.615.8500
3251 Schookeratt, Livoia, M1 4850 s o ‘
e f:h%?oﬁﬁa _ Boarding « Day Care + Grooming
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUMKS (°G) Day Boarding
12:00, 2 15, 4:30
Eaxpires 3/31/08, One-time use ouly.

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

Happy Hounds -“I'm all tucked in )
now offers.... at

Happy Hounds!" ]
Cage-Free ¢
Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-like environment,

including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and loving staff member!

Doy Day Gare * Bearding * Trainin Classes
Uisit ouy wehsite for details Hanna

H® If you are at work, on vacation,

or iraveling for business, we are at work -
caring for your loyai friend & companmn

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams!

- 734-459-DOGS

673 South Main St. » Piymouth, Mi 48170
D“g DaV Care www.happyhoundsdaycare.com

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY!"

OEQBBE2ETS

PIYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
NOTICE TO BIIYDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
Bid for Salem High School Roofing Project. Bidding
documents prepared by TMP Associates, Inc. will be available for
public inspection at the office of the Construction Manager,
MeCarthy & Smith Ine., 24317 Indoplex Circle, Farmington Hills,
MI, 48335 or (248) 427-8400; FW Dodge Plan Room, Scuthfield;
Construction Association of Michigan Plan Room, Bloomfield Hills;
Daily Construction Reports Plan Room, Detroit; and the Builders
Exchange, Lansing.

There will be a pre-bid meeting at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
February 26, 2008 at the main office of the. Construction Manager,
McCarthy & Smith, Inc. at the location above. The purpose of the Upen Aon - Thur: 8:00 a.m. ~ 5:06 pm. ¢ Fri: g 46 am. -
meeting will be to review the bidding requirements, schedule, ' ST i
project scapes of work, and to answer any questlon that bidders S

nel e o

E:00 pon. « Bat: §:88 . - 12:00 pan.

may have, - a : AZEC attend. This Bid
Package will oonsxst of separate sealed blds for Bid Division: L . R
| #109: Roofing. For a limited time at our new Huntington

Each bid shall be accompanied by a Bid Security in the amount of
five (5) percent of the amount of the bid, payable to the Plymouth
- Canton Community Schools, as a guarantee that if the proposal is
accepted, the bidder will execute the contract.and file the required
bonds within ter {10) days after notice of award of contract. Bid
securities may be in the form of a Bid Bond or Certified Check.

location in Northville, you can get 0.50% off a

" Take up to

Huntington Home Equity Loan or Personal
Credit Line¥* It's the perfect way to lower your
rate or monthly payment. To learn more, stop by '
our Northville Banking Office located at 44190
Five Mile Roadl.

Bids are to be submitted in a sealed envelope supplied by the
Construction Manager, McCarthy & Smith Ine. with the
corresponding bid divigion identified on the outside of the envelope.
All submissions should include 1 original and 1 topy and the
Proposal Execution Form provides a space for the bidder to disclose
any familial relationship as required by the State of Michigan and
this form must be signed and notarized in order for the bid to be
accepted. Bids are due to the PCCS E.J McClendon
Educational Center on or before 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, March
4, 2008 where they will be opened and read publicly. These
projects are to be bid and the work performed at the Prevailing
Wage Rates. For additiondl information, phone Dan Phillips,
Assistant Director of Finance & Purchasing at (734) 416-2746. The
Board of Education reserves the right to accept and/or reject all
bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school district.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
Steven Sneideman, Secretary

off our already low rate*

i@ Huntingtan

A bank invested in penpleim

*Important information eboyt this offer: Subject to apphi and approval and eppraisal and titl spach. Tnmiva the 0.501% discount, humwarmsusuucshupﬁumtmmm payment from & Huntingtén
daposit account {0.25% discourt) and quakify for a Hubington chsebnu ?m:knm discount {6.25%).

*Loan ates are detorrnined by specific undanwriting criteria, such as credit hiatory, loan armount, toan tarn, foan o value satio and owner accupanty status. Pragrams and conditions are subjsat to change. Insurance must be
. carsind on the property secwting the loan, and if it is located in e Spedial Flood Hazard Area, fload insurance may be required. ‘

“Ruitas era datermmined by sdding en index dd o margin. The margin is determinad by specific undarviting eritaris, such as credit history, lna smount, loan 1 valua retio and Gwne fate is wmble, and.can

ange monthty, but will nevar ba higher then 18.0%., 3 BNG COMtions are subjact to changa. insurance must ba camied on the mupsﬂv:anm‘ng the loan, andif it is Medma Smllrlood Hmmﬂoedlnsum .
?mlvbo reguired. Thare may bo an esrly cancellation fos of $250 if you cinsa your account within 3 yaars. Mirimurs paymant requitament is interest anly for the fiest 10 years of the sccount, followed by 2 ZG:yenT repayment.
period. Making only the minirsum payrrent during the first $0 vesrs wili not reduce the principal balance on tha ascount. Minium payments wifl be higher during the repayment peoiodnlllcwfotm mwwnotwnc&iaL W

M«nber’D@C 'Munmyion‘andkbmkimaed in paoples ars fedarally rogistered sanice marks of | @ 2008 |

Publish: February 21 and 28, 2008
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IMPORTED SWEET
PEAGHES
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$7.9'9 .bunc

Plump Sweet

Blueberries

Sweet-N-Seedless

Crisp-N-Crunchy

SEEDLESS

Sweet Jumbo

Gantalou

"POLISH STYLE"

DELUXE
ROAST BEEF

iBrand Meat Product

l(mcrements of 1/2 ib. pkqg.)

LONGHORN
GOLBY

Sad thaqvvE 2EEEL

IMPORTED
PRIWIII.IINE

5 varieties Demo Fri. & Sat.

Aussie
BLACK
OPAL

W|"=s -Reg. $3 99

Great New Package-Twist & Pour!
User Fnend!y! '

Your
. Choice

Chilean

SANTA
MARVISTA

Cab, Merlot or
Chardonnay

*Frosted Mini Wheats 120 %2

*Raisin Bran Crunch  Your choice

All Va r{eties

11Lb.

Ya's

*Lightly Salted ~ Yourchoice

*Unsalted

your choice

POTATO
CHIPS

Reg, BBO & Waves

Large Bag
11.750zZ.

*Chocolate Chip

*®
Sugar your choice

LIGHT-N-FIT
YOGURT

0% PLUS
Al Flavors

Demo sat.

16-20 COUNT

GRAB
STUFFED
SALMON

SEAFOOD ACCENTS-
Jumbo California Lemons,
Fresh Dill And Fresh
Curley Parsley!

4 Flavors . Reg or Diet

Find GREAT savings
- on-line at
www. westho:
Just click on

COUPONS
on our home page
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BEE including for his honey, beeswax, and Jastrzebski, 55, says he has become
- comb — all products produced by his ~ fascinated with his honey bees, which Bob Jastrzebski
FROM PAGE Al bees. have ineredibly structured communi- checks one of

Jastrzebski now knows just about
everything there is to know about
honey bees. He also started his own
honey business, Bobilin Honey, and
sells his precious commeodity at local
stores, including Holiday Market and
Mango’s, as well as local farm mar- -
kets.

He takes great pride in his honey,
which is all natueral and never pro-
cessed like many honey products that
usually fill grocery store shelves.

“What you buy in stores is pro-
cessed, which kills a lot of the natu-
ral qualities in the honey,” he said.
“The bottom line is if you don’t know
your beekeeper, you don’t know your
honey.”
¢ Don't just take his word for it,
either. Jastrzebski won four blue rib-
bons at the 2007 Michigan State Fair,

Jastrzebski, who moved to Canton
in 1985 and owns the Canton-based
CIM Solutions and Networking, says
he spends about two days a week
tending to the 60 hives he has in
the area. Many are located on farms
stretching from Canton down to
Manchester. He said tending to the
bees is a year-round endeavor, but
one that never gets boring for him.

Jastrzebski’s wife of 35 years,
Linda, calls herself the bee widow,
because her husband spends so much
time with his little friends. It could be
worse, she said.

“When he gets into something, he
gets into it full blast. That'’s the way
he is,” she said. “But I can’t really say
anything negative about it. He's not
an alcoholic. He's not out chasing
women around. He just likes to spend
time with his bees.”

ties, revolving around a queen bee,
Each bee has a specific role, from
undertaker bees that actuzlly remove
dead bees from the hive to foraging
bees that go out and collect the pollen
that ultimately becomes the honey.

Jastrzebski now wants to pass his
passion on to others and is offering a
boot camp for beekeepers, which will
teach peoplé everything they need to
know about beekeeping and produc-
ing honey. He said the class will con-
sist'of about four sessions, beginning
sometime in March. He will deter-
mine the dates once he gets people
signed ap.

To sign up for the class or for more
information, contact Jastrzebski
at (734) '748-2185, or e-mail him at
bobj@cimsurf.com. You can also visit
his Web site at http://www.bobilin-
honey.com.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
anxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disebilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

- Publish: February 28, 2008
OF08590080 - X2

Get on the ball,
Read today's

SPORTS e

- NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

Notice is hereby given that of pursuant te State Law 257.252, the
following vchicles (8) will be sold at public sale at Mayflower
Towing, 1179 Starkweather Rd., Plymouth, Michigan, on the date
and time listed below:

Thursday, February 28th, 2008 6:00 p.m.
VEHICLES:

VIN Number Case
Number
1982 Buick 2D Regal 2G4WD14TXK14‘72881 07-5563
1993 Saturn 2D 8C2 1GSZHISTIPZ281043  08-0075
1987 Mercury 4D Gd Marquis 2MEBM75F1HX603943 08-0205
2000 Pontiac 4D Bonneville 1G2HX54K5Y4241195 080597

Year Make Style Model

Inquiries regarding these vehicles should be directed to Officer Koval,
City of Plymouth Police Department, at 734-453-1234 Ext. 536

Linda J. Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: February 28, 2008 OEO08588603 -2x4

PLYMOUTH-CANTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools invites all interested and qualified companies to submit a
bid for District Health, Dental, & Vision Insurance Coverage.
Specifications, bid forms, and “pre-bid” meeting information can be
obtained by comtacting the District’s health insurance consultant
Susie Roble of Gallagher/Raines at (248) 502-1138. Sealed bids are
due on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. to the PCCS E.J
McClendon Educational Center, 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth, MI
48170, Attention: Dan Phillips (Health, Dental, & Vision Insurance
Bid). The Board of Education reserves the right te accept andfor
reject all bids, as they judge to be in the best interest of the school
district.

Board of Education
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
STEVEN SNEIDEMAN, Secretary

Publish: February 21 and 28, 2008
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his hives in his
backyard.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 13,
2008 for the following:

PURCHASE OF FIRE INVESTIGATION TRAILER

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on
our website at wwweanton-miorg, or you may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name,
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening.
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
proposals. The Township does not diseriminate on the basis of race,
eolor, national origin, Bex, religion, age or d]sab]l]ty in employment
or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish: February 28, 2008 OEDE5B9282 - 255

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
2008 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

The City of Plymouth Board of Review will be conducting the 2007
March Board of Review and will convene in the City Commission

. Chambers, 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth, MI 48170, for an

Organization Meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 4, 2008 from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The regular Board of Review schedule is as follows:

Thursday, March 6, 2008 fromt 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Monday, March 10, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

. Tueaday, March 11, 2008 from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Thuraday, March 13, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Other hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed.
Hearings are by appointment only, COMPLETE 2008 BOARD OF
REVIEW PETITIONS ARE NECESSARY, and must be submitted
to the Front Office located on the First Floor of City Hall, prior to
your appointment. The "Deadline” for submitting petitions for all
persons wishing to appeal in person before the Board of Review is
Saturday, March 15, 2008 by 3:00 p.m.

A resident or non-resident taxpayer may file a petition with the
Board of Review without the requirement of a personal appearance
by the taxpayer or a representative. An agent must have written
authority to represent the owner. Written petitions must be
submitted by Satirday, March 15, 2008 by 3:00 p.m.

Copies of the notices stating the dates and times of the meetings
will be posted and published in the local newspaper.

All Board of Review Meetings are open meetings in cqmpliance
with the "Open Meetings Act."

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Assessor's
Office at 734-453-1234, ext. 263 or 252,

Linda J. Langmesser, CMC
City Clerk

Publish: February 14, 21 & 28, 2008
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Free Admission, Parking and Refreshments

Over 120 Exhibitors
Multiple raffle opportunities

Murray Gula & 1600 WAAM Talk Radio’s
Joe Gagnon* “The Appliance Doctor”

Kid's Corner Project Center

Free Advertisement Bookiet featuring home
improvement tips and vendor coupons

For more information on the Expo or to view a map of the
exhibitor layout visit www.canton-mi.org

* Joe Gagnon will be broadcasting his talk radio program live

during the entire Expo weekend!

Special guest éppearance by WXYZ-TV’s

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE:

12 p.m. -

SUNDAY, MARCH 2
Going Green with Plymouth Nursery

SATURDAY, MARCH 1

How fo Install Brick Pavers - Patios & Walkways

Dressed for Success: “Putting the Finishing Touches on your Room”

10a.m.-  Speedy Drywall Repair
HandyPro Handyman
11 am.- Be Green - Save Green $
Mechanical Energy Systems
12 p.m. - “Faux” Finish Your Walls,
Home Depot
1p.m.-
Michigan Pete Landscaping
2p.m.-  How to Install Ceramic Tile
Home Depot
3pm. -
Interiors by Decorating Den
4p.m.-

Electrical Updates and Safety Ti Tps for Your Home
Van Buren Electric

Ponds-Installation and Mamtenance
Michigan Pete Landscaping
Fun-& Easy Tips to Create the Home of Your Dreams!

How to “Faux” Finish Your Walls

Plymouth Nursery
1pm.-
2pm.-
: Room Revisions
3pm.-
- Home Depot
4p.m.-  How to Install Ceramic Tlle

Home Depot

CANTON

Community

@bserver &5 Eceentric

For more information call:
734/394-5200
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Not an easy thing: Workshop tackles the topic of divorce
BY LEINDA ANN CHOMIN ) X ‘ i ing their entire financial legal aspect. An att'orne'y‘is Adolph says that from an
STAFF WRITER DIVORCE MANAGEMENT: HOW TO MAKE IT AMICABLE picture. People need to take not going to know the rami-  emotional standpoint many

Mediation is the new gen-
tler divorce, says Eudora
Adolph, and the smarter way
to go not only because of
finances but family matters.

As a financial planner
with AverTrust Advisors in
Farmington Hills, Adolph
has seen the results of a
messy divorce. That's why she
founded Money Caretakers
Forum to help people so they
don’t end up in a costly court
room battle. On Monday,
March 3, Adolph will be
joined by experts in the areas
of law, tax and psychology for
a divorce management work-
shop sponsared by AverTrust

few weeks have passed
since Punxsutawney

8 Phil, the Seer of Seers,
the prognosticator of prog-
nosticators, cast his eyes on
Pennsylvania’s Gobble Hill
and proudly proclaimed his
wisdom, “As I look about me,
a bright light I see and with
a shadow beside me six more
weeks of winter it will be.”

So said that famous top-
hatted old groundhog. You
may know the groundhog asa
woodchuck. Same animal, two
names, but once they emerge
from hibernation, probably
another month, they will be
dreaming of your future gar-
den greens. Thinking spring?
You bet.

That’s one forecaster
of spring’s approach. The
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s
National Center for
Environmental Prediction is -
a bit more high tech than the
babble and antics of rotund
media-secking rodents. NOAA
has the super computer of
super computers to moni-
tor our nation’s climate and
weather and forecast daily
outlooks, hazard assessmerits
and long term seasonal out-

Lending a helping hand: Zonta events are for

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

Judy Lombardo is looking
forward to shopping till she
drops at the Farmington/Novi
area Zonta Club’s annual
fashion event 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 9, at Parisian
in Laurel Park Place Mall in
Livonia. She’il not only be
abhle to purchase clothing and
accessories at a 20-percent
discount, but support First
Step programs to help victims
of domestie violence and sexu-
al assault,

Lombardo and her Zonta
sisters put on Stepping Out
in Style as part of the inter-
national organization’s mis-
sion to advance the status of
women through service and
advocacy. Each club chooses
its own philanthropy proj-
ects to reflect the interests
of its executive and profes-
sional women members.
Lombardo and the Zonta
Club of Farmington/Novi
area, which includes members
from Livonia and Plymouth,
dreamed up the evening of
shopping, culinary offer-

What: Panel discussion with experts in the financial, legal, tax, and psychol-
ogy fields address the issues of money, law and family

When: 6-8:30 p.m. Monday, March 3

Where: Livonia Civic Center Library Auditorium, 32777 Five Mile, east of

Farmingion Road.

Advisors, a holistie financial
consulting and planning
company.

“Mediation is kind of like
arbitration,” said Eudora
Adolph, a financial growth
engineer for AverTrust
Advisors in Farmington
Hills. “It doesn’t go to trial
and is cheaper, easier. One of
the attorneys will speak on

looks.

It’s fast,
taking in 1.7
biltion obser-
vations per day
| and makes 14
trillion cal-
culations per
second. NOAA
provides that
information to
federal, state
- and private

meteorolo-

gists; all well
and good for weather fanatics
and those who need to know.
And more often that not the
science of weather forecasting
gets it quite right. And NOAA
told us quite correctly of the
past few week’s freezes and
thaws, snow and ice storms.

But sometimes you don't
need a weather man or a grog-
gy groundhog to know which
way the wind is blowing, espe-
cially when looking for season-
al trends. Mother Nature has
other forecasting vanguards
of spring. 'm watching the
maple trees. Look to their bro-
ken twigs and you can’t miss
a fact: Some already sparkle
with drops of sap. As a matter
of fact on sunny days when the

n Nature

Jonathan
echter

ings from more than a dozen
local restaurants and cater-
ers, live entertainment, and
raffles for $500 cashand a
$500 Parisian shopping spree.
Advance tickets are $25 until
March 3, or $30 at door. Call
(734} 414-0553 or send e-mail
to hbrenke@comcast.net, For
information, visit www.zontaf-
armingtonnovi.org,

Since it was begun 14 years
ago, the event has raised over
$300,000 for First Step.
Lombardo would like to see
more womeh become involved
so the club could help even
more women through a variety
of projects. Meetings are held
the fourth Tuesday of every
month at Embassy Suites in
Livonia. Call Lombardo for
details at (248) 982-9740 or
(24:8) 349-6246.

Zonta is derived from a
word in the Lakhota language
of the Native-American Sioux
peoples. It means honest and

- trustworthy, and symbolizes

the club’s mission to work
together for service and world
understanding.

“We also make mastectomy
pillows, a soft flannel heart

- Cost: $20, payahle at the door. For reservations, call (248) 553-320,Ext. 3109

this, another attorney on tra-
ditional divorce. A psycholo-
gist is speaking on family
issues, how can you stillbe a
good parent after divorce.”

Generally, says Adolph, her
clients come to her for advice
when it’s too late.

“From a tax and financial
standpoint it’s like a busi-
ness. You kave people blend-

temperature climbs about the
freezing mark, and is preceded
by a night below freezing,

the sap flows in collectable
amounts.

When afternoon tem-
perature drop rapidly below
freezing, small sparkling
fascicles hang from these
fractured twigs. What’s this
all mean? Forget the snow
we have and the storms to
come and remember the great
Michigan tradition of sugar-

_ing. Michigan remains the

sixth largest producer of this
sweet pancake drowning natu-
ra] wonder.

Public relations spokes-
woman Denise Semion of the
Huron Clinton Metropolitan
Authority may not be a nato-
ralisy, but she is sweet on
sap, and reminds us now is
the time to mark calendars
for “Maples Sweet Story” at
the Kensington Metropark
Learning Center and “Maple
Sugaring” at Indian Springs.

Baoth parks have excel-
lent interpretive programs.
{Explore other Metropark
maple programs and winter
events at www.metroparks.
com. “Maples Sweet Story”
is held every Saturday and

shaped pillow to go around
the patient to support the arm
on the mastectomy side. We
give them to hospitals, the
American Cancer Society, any-
one we hear about that’s had
surgery. We're doing the sew-
ing, the cutting and meet once
a month on a Saturday,” said
Judy Lombardo who retired
in 2005 after 31 years as an
industrial relations manager. .
“We're also a very social group
and like to get together with
one another. We have a dis-
trict conference once a year
and international conference
every two years that’s been in
Australia, Japan. ”

Women can take their
pick of these two evenis to
learn more about Zonta. At

certain steps and plan to

- make it the least painful,”

said Adolph. “Try to put emo-
tions aside. It’s like a busi-
ness breaking apart. It’s a big
change. It’s emotional but
there’s certain things you can
do.”

" Financially, Adolph advises
clients to look at the whole:
picture.

“You need a clear view of
what all the assets are. If
a couple married 20 years,
what is the 401k picture, the
house, credit cards, retire-
ment plans, how do you go
from we to me,” said Adolph.
“All of this acts together.
Think about this from a

It's time to tap the sap as spring nears

Sunday in March. A hot
breakfast from 9 a.m. to noon
#precedes the trek down to the

sugar bush to watch the boil-
ing of the sap from noon to 3
p-m. (The art of sugaring is
a visual and taste bud treat
not to be missed. 1 hang a few
buckets up on my Ortonville
maples, 2 passion I developed
many waning winters ago back
in Plainfield, Vt., when as part
of a work-study college job 1
spent many nights in the sugar
house.) Registration is not
required for the Kensington
weekend programs. If you
want to partake in the sweet-
ness with an organized group
appointments can be made for
weekdays. Full information:
800-477-3178 or (248) 685--
1561

“Maple Sugaring” at Indian
Springs, near White Lake, is
on Saturdays and Sundays on
Maxch 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 29 and
30 and includes sap boiling
and the history of maple sug-
aring. Registration is required.
Times and full details. 800-
477-3129 or (248) 625-7280.

Might as well take heed of
the weather forecasters and
enjoy the waning days of win-
ter. It’s over soon. Daylight

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28,
the Southfield Club hosts a
Membership Information
Night for women interested in
joining one of the 10 Zontas in

- the tri-county area. The event

takes place at the John W.
English Administrative Center
{Southfield Public Schools),
24661 Lahser. Call (248) 346-
5262 for information or send
e-mail to zontasouthfield@

comncast.net.

Zonta Southficid recently
held their Glass Slipper Ball
to benefit the Wayne County
Sexual Assanlt Forensic
Examiners program (SANE)
which provides advanced
training for registered nurses
so they can conduct compas-
sionate and comprehensive

Over 30,000 Traditionai Toys & Dolls!

Save Up 10 24% (Minimum 10% Savings)

M Earns Automatic 20% oer

In stock tems anly. Cannt combine offers. Com-

fications. Once all the tax
ramifications hit it may not
be equitable anymore. Lots
of times people get hung

up over something inconse-
quential, sometimes it may
be the house. She thinks she
wants the house. She may not
be able to afford the house.
What do you do when you're
selling a house in a market
that is declining? When you
marry youre throwing all
assets together. After divorce
you're going to have two
separate households. The
separate households might
not be as luxurious as one
household. Now you have a
financial loss as well.”

people don’t have a realistic
view of finances and this
leads to fighting between the
parties.

“Attorneys make more

,money the more you fight,”

said Adolph. We're going to
have a psychologist discuss
the many family care issues,
what makes the divorce easi-
er? The perfect divorceiworks
out the business issue and
then has the attorneys make
it legal. We want to help
people with this and see how
holistically it fits together.”

ichomin@hometownlife.com
(734 953-2145

JONATHAN SCHECHTER

An eastern bluebird trumpets in the sap season.

already battles darkness at
6:30 a.m. and lingers to 6:30
p.m. Spring signs are every-
where: Bluebirds warbling.
Owls breeding. Icicles drip-
ping. Under ice crappie are
moving to shallows. Lake ice
groans. Red squirrels rest-
less. Spring fashions bloom in
Birmingham window displays.
Skunks are out and about -
mating. Raccoons in hormonal
frays. Chickadees and crows
full of song. And one day in
that not too distant furture the
red winged blackbirds return.
Don't wait for robins to mark

springs return. They never left.
But with the tease of spring
here, it’s time to tap and sap.
For me. And why not for you.
The other choice: Sit about
indoors blissfully ignorant and
unplugged from the wonders
of winter. A real shame when
nature’s way is so assessable

in Oakland County. At least
that’s the way I see it.

Jonathan Schechter writes on
nature's way. He can be reached at
Oaknature®aol com.

and about women

forensic examinations of sexu- -

al assault victims.

“We want to atiract young
members, women actively
engaged in employment, pro-
fessional business women,
any age who have the will-
ingness to devote time and
effort,” said Amy Maple of
Zonta Southfield. “We're a
volunteer organization and
we require commitment to
the causes. There will be rep-
resentatives from tri-county
clubs to answer questions
and share information about .
what makes their club unique.
The Detroit club is involved

with Alternative for Girls. The
Southfield club has scholar-
ship initiatives and has sup-
ported the OCC women’s cen-

_ter and Detroit Demolition (a

women’s football team).”
Maple has been involved
with Zonia for almost 20

. years. In addition to helping

others, Zonta helped hone her
leadership skills when she was
given the opportunity to chair
committees.

ichomin@hometownlife.com
(734) 953-2145

Winner of The Tony Award For Best Play

Meadow
Brook

_ The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop ek deis znd excusions instore. Ends 32408 &
3947 W. 12 Mile Berkley 248-543-3115 Mon-Wed, Fri &Sat 10-5:30 Tours 10-8:30, Sun 124 o

BILOXI W BLUES

‘BY NEIL SIMON
FEBRUARY 13 - MARCH 9

248-377-3300

St. Michael’s Parish presenis

“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT” °
LENTEN FISH FHY

Feb. 29, March 7 &34 -
__&30-7:00 pm

» Fufi Dinners, Expertly Prepared » Ga:ry-aMAvallaMe
« Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Cod

Adults: $8 * Kids 3-11: $4 » 3 & Under: FREE * Take Out Orders: $7
') 11441 Hubbard Rd., S. of Plymouths Ril. ¢ Livesia ¢ 734-261-1455 =
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SIMPLY SELF STORAGE

Notice is hereby given that on March 14th, 2008 on or after 9:30
a.m. that Simply Self Storage will be offering for sale under the
Judicial Iien Process by Public Auction the following units. The
goods to be sold are generally described as househeld goods. Terms
of the sale are cash only Simply Self Storage reserves the right to
refuse any and all bids. The sale will be at the following location:
34333 E Michigan Ave. Wayne MI. 48184. 734-728-8204.

- THE-

@bserver &5 Eecentric
_AND
Mirror

Dona Cunningham - A203- Mattresses, totes, TV NEWSPAPERS
Shaun Mel.ean - (C126- tool chest, refrigerator, air compressor

Douglas Gouine -  C184- tools, ladder, torch HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
Melinda Gaval - -D167- washer, mattress, dressers

Michael Johnson -  E164- clothes, luggage, bookshelf

Publish: February 21 and 28, 2008

Coming March 19: Moonlight and Magnolias

OEO8487732 - 222
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What are you waiting for? Cash in Savmgs Bonds

_ individuals. They put the
bonds in a drawer and forget
about them or they don’t want
to cash out because they would

- have to pay taxes.
This strategy makes no
sense and ends up costing
money. I have always said don't

recently met with a new cli-
ent who has a substantial
number of .8, Savings -
Bonds. The majority of the
bonds had already matured,
which means they were no
longer paying interest. This-
is a problem I see with many

let the tax tail wag the dog.
Savings Bonds grow tax-

deferred. When redeemed,

the individual is taxed on the

The interest is subject to both

If you redeem U.S. Savings

size sofas
from

699

Clayton Mam@

< fregeity OF £ive Design dxQur Hevitoge |

interest that has accumulated.

state and federal income taxes.

Bonds for
$2,000 and
you originally
paid $1,200,
$800 would
be subject
| to ordinary
incoine tax.
Between state
and federal
income taxes,
it will cost
most people
between $200-
$250. After taxes, you'd
be left with approximately
$1,800. Someone who does not
cash out U.S. Savings Bonds
because of the tax consequenc-
es is losing $1,800.,

Another issue with matured
T1.S. Savings Bonds deals with
the Internal Revenue Service.

Money Matter

Rick Bloom

Under federal law, when a

bond matures is when the
income — whether the bond is
cashed in or not — should be

‘reported. If the IRS decided to
be aggressive in enforcing this

provision, it could cause many
taxpayers to pay interest and
penalties.

When U.S. Savings Bonds
mature, cash them out, pay

the taxes and then focus on
what to do with the rest of the
money. '

One mistake people make
with U.S. Savings Bonds is
that they think the bonds
are all the same. That is not
the case. The maturity of the
bonds and the interest paid

~-has changed dramatically over

the years.

When I was a kid, you
bought a bond for $18.75 and
down the road it was worth
$25. In today’s world, seme
T.5. Savings Bonds pay a
substantially higher rate

_than other bonds. Some U.S.

Savings Bonds pay a fixed
rate throughout the life of the
bond, while others have an
interest rate that adjusts.

If you own U.S. Savings
Bonds, know what the bonds
are worth and what inter-
est rate is paid. One online
resource is the U.S, Treasury
at www.publicdebt.treasury.
gov. :

I am often asked about U.S. .

Savings Bonds as an invest-

" ment vehicle for a child’s or

grandchild’s eollege educa-
tion. U.S. Savings Bonds are

R PUiE ERTERTATRAEN

a patriotic investment and
that is why people should
purchase them. However,
there are better ways to save
for a ¢hild’s college educa-
tion. Unfortunately, the rate
of return on U.S. Savings
Bonds does not keep up with
the' increased cost of a college
education. I recommend other
investment vehicles, such

as the Michigan Edocation
Savings Plan (MESP).

Most U.S. Savings Bonds
have a 30-year maturity.
Therefore, if you purchased
U.S. Savings Bonds before
the late 1970s, there is a
good chance the bonds have
matured. Instead of giving
the government an interest-
free loan, a better alternative
would be to cash out, pay your
taxes and put the money to
work for you.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financiat
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more
information, visit Rick’s Web site at
www.bloomasseimanagement.com.
You can hear Rick from noonto 3 p.m. -
Sundays or WDTK-AM (1400).

BALANCES OF
$10,000 OR HIGHER

Find your

.

Charter One

Not your typical bank®

Security and flexibility. Together at last.

‘The smart savings option from a bank you can count on.
“ Call 1-877-TOP-RATE, stop by a branch or find yéur fit at charterone.com.

/

Better Selection!
Better Services... and more!

DELIVERY

on vour first order.”

ANY METAL.
NO MINIMUM.

Charter One Member FDIC. Highs Yield Savings Accdum Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balances for new personal accounts: 3.50% APY for balances greater than $50,000, 3.50% APY for batances of §10,000 to $49,999, 1.00% APY far balances up to $9,899. Fees may reduce earnings. See a hanker.tur FDIC coverage amounts
and transaction limitations. Accounts cannot be accessed using an ATM or Dehit Gard. $10,006 minimum opening deposit is required. Minimum transactior of $10,000 for withdrawals, Nonqualifying transaction fee of $25 each far any withdrawal under $10,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services subject to approval. APYs accurate
25 of publication date and miay change before of after account opening. Personal acsounts only. $5,600,000 maximsim deposit per customer. Offer vatid in Michigan only. This offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time. Charier One is a division of RBS Citizens, NLA, o

The Convenience Stores For Metal”

No minimum. Same day service.

metalsupermarkets.com
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