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STAFF WRITER 

Carol Poole will learn her fate 
Wednesday. 

The Canton Township woman, 
convicted of second-degree murder 
in the death of her foster daughter in 
January, is scheduled to be sentenced 
by Third Circuit Court Judge Ulysses 
Boykin. 

Poole, 42, was also found guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter and first-
degree child abuse. 

Allison Newman, Poole's 2-year-old 
foster daughter, died in September 
2006 from head trauma. 

While the prosecution said that the 
Canton woman intentionally injured 
the toddler, Poole maintained her 
innocence but admitted to making 
mistakes after the child was hurt. 

Poole, who failed to seek immediate 
medical attention for Allison, initially 
offered police multiple stories about 
the injuries. She eventually said she 
and the child were playing a twirling 
game inside her Emily Court home 
when Allison slipped from her grasp 
and fell 12 feet over a balcony. 

The jury, who opted not to convict 
Poole of first-degree murder, said 
Poole's story wasn't believable. 

The second-degree murder convic­
tion carries up to life in prison while the 
manslaughter and child abuse convic­
tions are punishable by up to 15 years. 

A statement from Allison's paternal 
family called Allison's death "a heinous 
crime" 

"Carol Poole deserves the maximum 
sentence possible. Our family is still 
trying to accept the reality of this hor­
rible nightmare," the statement read. 
"We will never truly know the extent 
of the physical, verbal, and emotional 
pain that Allison endured from Carol 
when no one else was around. Allison 
could not defend herself, nor could she 
speak up and cry for help." 

The statement went on to say, "We 
pray that the sentence issued will send 
a very strong message that if you abuse 
and/or murder a child, you will be 
punished to the fullest extent of the 
law. Perhaps it will save at least one 
child's life." 

Poole and her husband, Alan, had 
Allison for about nine months. 

T 

Denise Picard sells lots of truffles to Vince Magi. He stops by once a week to buy a new supply. 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRI 

T r u f f l e t r e a t s 

' C a n d y M a n ' c o v e r s k i n d n e s s w i t h c h o c o l a t e 
BY NATALIE BURG 
CORRESPONDENT 

To hear Vincent Magi talk • 
about it, you'd think his weekly 
ritual was a habit anyone 
might have. 

1 just go and buy them from 
the House of Fudge, and when I 
go to church I pass them out to 
people," Magi said. 

What makes this man special, 
however, is that what he buys 
from downtown Ph/mouth's 
House of Fudge every week is 72 
boxes of truffles, which he hands out, 
not only at his church, but also at his 
local grocer, credit union, pharmacy 
and wherever he may happen to find 
himself. "Of course, my wife thinks 
I'm crazy," the 78-year-old retired 
school teacher said, laughing. But the 
recipients of his gifts certainly don't 
share that sentiment 

Denise Picard, owner of House of 
Fudge, doesn't just supply Magi with 
his truffle boxes, but is a beneficiary 
of his kindness, 

"He brings us Michigan State 
hats," she said, gesturing to a stack of 
green and white baseball caps. "He's 
just a happy-go-lucky guy. They call 
him "The Candyman.'" 

According to Picard, Magi has 
been coming into the House of Fudge 

his church and grocery store 
expect to see the truffle boxes 
tumbling from his pockets each 
week. Some have expressed their 
gratitude with thank you notes or 
kind words, while one young lady 

'1 even made him a Michigan State 
I blanket. 
I But the gratefulness of those on 

- *Ula his regular route isn't what keeps 

Each pair of truffles is nicely wrapped,. 

to buy candies to distribute for a few 
years now. 'Very rarely do you see 
someone who does something like 
this just because," Picard said. "I 
dorit know why he does i t" 

Neither does Magi, really. 
"I just enjoy this," he said. "I would 

go to the House of Fudge, and I 
would see (truffles) there and I'd say, 
*What are these?' They're so good," he 
said. "They just melt in your mouth. 
At first I'd take a box, then two 
boxes, three boxes, and then I started 
passing them out." 

And now it's a habit he has no 
intention of kicking. 

"The expression on the people's 
faces when you hand it to them," 
Magi said. "At church I tell them, 
•Now this isn't for before Mass. You 
have to wait until after Mass.'" 

By now, his regular recipients at 

Magi going. In fact, he always 
tries to give out chocolates to 
brand new people each week to 
see their surprise. 

"Sometimes I just walk up to a 
person at Kroger," he said, "someone 
really good-looking and say, 'Here, 
this is from the House of Fudge in 
Plymouth, and you're getting this 
because you're good-looking.' It's a lot 
of fun for me." 

Magi, who worked for Detroit 
Public Schools for 35 years, now lives 
in Canton with his wife, Karen. The 
couple has one daughter, Lisa, and 
two grandchildren. Magi hopes his 
random acts of kindness will be a 
positive example for Sydney, % and 
Hunter, 5. The message should be 
coming through loud and clear. After 
all, they aren't just the Candyman's 
grandkids; they're also recipients of 
his gifts. 

"Oh, yeah," Magi said with a laugh, 
"I've got to save one for them." 

BYT0NYBRUSCAT0 
STAFF WRITER 

At least five attorneys have emerged 
as candidates for the 35th District 
Court judgeship that will become 
available when Chief Judge John 
MacDonald. 72, retires at the end of 
this year after 24 years on the bench. 

While candidates don't have to file 
until April 29, Cameron Miller, Joe 
Barone and Art Butler, all of Plymouth 
Township, and Martha Snow and Jim 
Plakas, both of Northville Township, 
have all indicated they are in the 
race for the six-year term which pays 
$139,272 annually. 

The court serves Plymouth, 
Plymouth Township, Canton Township, 
Northville and Northville Township. 
Candidates must be an attorney, reside 
in the 35th District Court boundaries 
and submit petitions with 600-1,000 
valid registered voter signatures. 

Plakas, who ran in November 2006 
against incumbent Judge Ron Lowe 
— who was re-elected to a third term 
— said he expects plenty of competition 
for the open seat, a race which is much 
different than battling a sitting judge. 

"I witnessed the power of the incum­
bency" said Plakas, 45. "Last time we 
didn't get involved in the process until 
May, which gave us only six months 
to campaign. This time we've already 
started, and we're light years ahead. I'm 
not calling myself the frontrunner, but 
everybody will know I'm a very woithy 
opponent" 

Plakas, who spent $96,000 in the 
2006 campaign, predicted it will take 
at least $100,000 to win this year's 
race. 

Miller, an attorney for more than 
20 years, believes his experiences 
clerking for former Judge Jim Garber 
and MacDonald, as well as his cur­
rent position as prosecutor for the city 
of Plymouth, gives him an edge. But 
according to Miller, having been a life­
long resident in the community is his 
biggest asset. 

"You want someone who is born and 
raised here and knows the histories," 
said Miller, 50. "You want people who 
have experience in that court. 

"This is the community's court, and 
I think I can make a difference," added 
Miller, whose gathering of about 60 
supporters Feb. 15 netted him about 
$5,000. 

Please see COURT, A6 

L i o n s h e l p w o m a n w i t h e y e s u r g e r i e s 

BY TIFFANY L PARKS 
STAFF WRITER 

Frustrated and growing increas­
ingly depressed, Stacey Weiss told 
herself that she was going to be 
blind. . 

"I don't want to say that I had 
given up hope but I truly had," the 
37-year-old Canton woman said 
about the cataracts on both of her 
eyes. "I was trying to find the good 

in it but at the same time I was 
thinking, where the (heck) is the 
silver lining?" 

The lining that Weiss was search­
ing for appeared in October while 
she was serving tables at Max & 
Erma's during a fund-raiser for the 
Canton Lions club. 

"When I went over to take their 
order, the former (club) president 
yelled at me for squinting and told 
.me that I was going to wreck my 

eyes i f I kept doing i t " she said. 
"I told him that it was too late for 
that." 

When Weiss, who had been 
diagnosed as legally blind in her 
left eye, offered a brief background 
about her struggles with vision, she 
had no clue that one of the orga­
nization's causes was preventable 
blindness. 

"When he asked me for my num­
ber, I still didn't think anything of 

it but then I got a call the next day 
and within three weeks I had an 
appointment with a doctor," she 
said. "I really don't know what I did 
to deserve this but I'm so grateful. 
I've been blessed." 

Former Lions club president 
Charlie Mott got Dr. Marilyn 
Belamoric of Taylor to see and treat 
Weiss and the organization picked 

Please see SIGHT, A6 

BILIBRESLER 
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Stacey Weiss said 
she's grateful to 
the Lions Club and 
feels 'blessed.' 
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T e e n s t i c k e t e d a f t e r 

c l i m b t o h i g h s c h o o l r o o f 

E x p o a o n e - s t o p s h o p p i n g g a l a 

Two teens have been tick­
eted for unlawful entry after 
they were caught on the roof 
of Salem High School Feb. 16. 

The boys, both 16, said they 
were exploring when they 
were discovered by a week­
end maintenance employee. 

Upon being caught, one of 
the teens ran while the other 
stayed to speak with a secu­
rity guard. 

When township officers 
questioned the two teenag­
ers Monday morning at the 
high school, they admitted to 
going through a tunnel and 
bypassing a lock on the pool 
room i n order to get to the 
roof. 

Although both maintained 
they didn't plan on doing any 
damage, the teen who ran 
said he did so because he 
was afraid of getting into 
trouble. 

The other boy admitted 
to writing his initials on the 
wall of the tunnel. 

After they were ticketed, 
both boys were released to 
their mothers. 

Mom blows whistle on 
stranger 

A 31-year-old township 
woman called police Monday 
after her teenage daughter 
informed her an unknown 

COP CALLS 

man had shown up at their 
residence on the 3300 block 
of Riverside. 

The woman, who was 
not at home at the time 
of the incident, called police 
after speaking with her 
daughter and then went 
home. 

The teen, 13, was at the 
home with a friend, another 
13-year-old girl , when a man, 
who appeared to be in his 
30s, knocked on the front 
door. 

The girls, who didn't open 
the door, watched the man 
walk past the garage and 
into the rear of the property. 
A t that point, the girl's cell­
phone rang and when she 
answered a male voice said, 
"I am in the back of your 
house." 

The girl then hung up the 
phone and did not answer 
three additional calls from 
the blocked telephone num­
ber. 

When the girl's mother and 
township, officers arrived at 
the residence, the man had 
left. 

When asked by police, both 
of the girls said they hadn't 
had any problems at school 
or with any boys. 

No soliciting 
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After getting a call from a 
township woman on Feb. 17, 
Canton police tracked down 
and arrested two Brighton 
Township men who were 
soliciting vacuums without a 
permit. 

The men, both 18, were 
discovered near Bart Avenue 
and Peters Drive. One of 
the men was sitting on the 
sidewalk and the other had 
removed his coat and was 
laying on the ground. 

The men, who admitted 
they had been going door to 
door, didn't not have permits 
or a vehicle. They said they 
were waiting on their ride 
but that the vehicle had bro­
ken down. 

Raw meat 
After waking up to find a 

raw steak and a note on his 
porch, a 46-year-bld Canton 
man called police to file a 
report about the incident. 

The man, who discovered 
the meat at his doorstep 
on Feb. 17, said a note was 
attached that said, "Holy 
cow, eat meat." 

He told officers that he's 
assuming the meat was left 
as a prank because he and his 
family are vegetarians. 

-By Tiffany L. Parfcs 

K N O W T H E S C O R E 

the numbers in 

useciton 

. BY TIFFANY L PARKS 
STAFF WRITER 

Giarages^ landscaping, win-, 
daws, swimming pools, insula­
tion and sky lights — the home 
improvement paradise is back. 

The seventh annual Home 
Improvement Expo and Parade 
of Homes wil l take place from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1, and from 11 a.m. to 
5 pan. Sunday, March 2, at 
Summit on the Park, 46000 
Summit Parkway. 

The two-day event is 
touted as a one-stop shop­
ping destination for any home 
improvement project and 
is sponsored by the Canton 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
Canton Building Department 
and the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

The expo will fea­
ture dozens of exhibi­
tors from all over 
the area including 
Put A Smile On Your 
Place Construction, 
Backyard Excursions, 
Impressive 
Basements, Viscount 
Pools and Komander 
Home Improvement. 
Several banks will 
also be hand to delve 
into projectimancing. 

Admission is free. 
Keith Swayze of 

Plymouth Nursery 
said he will be at the , 
expo to connect with 
loyal customers as well as new 
ones. 

"We've participated for about 
five years and we like to go 
back to this show because it's 
right in our backyard,'' he said. 
"This is our community and it's 
a really good show for people 
looking into home and garden 
improvements." 

J im Hall of the Livonia-

Canton Construction will be among the companies represented at the 
seventh-annual Home Improvement Expo and Parade of Homes March 1-2. 

The Home Improvement Expo and Parade of Homes, set for 
March 1-2 at Summit on the Park, is touted as a one-stop 
shopping destination for any home improvement project. 

based Jay-Bilt Construction 
Company said this wil l be his 
second time participating in 
the event. 

"We are looking for new busi­
ness," he said of the 15-year-old 
family-owned company. 

In addition to workshops • 
that focus on landscaping, 
brick pavers, patios and ceram­
ic tile, the expo wil l include . 

a project center for 
youngsters. Kids of 
all ages wil l be able 
to make their own 
projects with wood 
donated by Home 
Depot. 

According to a 
release, Murray 
Gala, the host of 
Murray Gula's 
Home Improvement 
TeamonWXYZ-TV 
Detroit will make an 
appearance and "The 
Appliance Doctor" 
Joe Gagnon wil l 
broadcast his 1600 
W A A M talk radio 
program from the 

event. The festivities will also 
include raffles and refresh­
ments. 

For more information or to 
view a complete list of vendors, 
log on to www.canton-mi.org 
or call Canton's Building and 

1. Inspection Services Division at 
(734) 394-5200. 

. tlparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700 

10-day SCENIC ALPINE tour of Germany & Austria by Image Tours ^ N M ^ i 
including a 4-night stay in the Alpine village of Fieberbrunn, Austria i 

_ ; $900 $2790 w/airfare 
Departs Friday, August 1,2008 

indudesairfrom Detroit; escort hotels, 12 meals inEurope,p.p.dbl.occ. Book fcy3/26/08. 
Airtax&JFKairport shuttle add1̂ ntion"SummerSpepal>hen booking 

A D M I R A L CRUISE & T O U R CENTER 
P H : 734-961-9615 

e w c o m e r s 

Welcome Service* 
Making New Neighbors Feel A t Home Since i960! 
Get to know Canton and Plymouth 

with our FREE Welcome Packet. 

o r v i s i t o u r websi te at www.a2newcomers .com 
For business sponsorship opportunities, please caB 734.476.5891. 

This space provided by the Observer & Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers. 

S t s ^ S * o 

E X P O A T T R A C T I O N S ; 

f Free Admission, Parking and Refreshments 

f Over 120 Exhibitors 

f Multiple raffle opportunities 

f Special guest appearance by WXYZ-TV's 
Murray Gula & 1600 WAAM Talk Radio's 
Joe Gagnon* "The Appliance Doctor" 

Kid's Corner Project Center 

f Free Advertisement Booklet featuring home 
improvement tips and vendor coupons 

f For more information on the Expo or to view a map of the 
exhibitorlayout visit www.canton-mi.org 

* J o e Gagnon will be broadcasting his talk radio program live 

during the entire Expo weekend! 

M 

• a S 1 ^ 

: u r d a y : 9 a m - 5 p i 
S u n d a y : 1 1 a m - 5 p m 

W O R K S H O P S C H E D U L E : 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 
10 a.m. - Speedy Drywall Repair 

HandyPro Handyman 
11 a.m. - Be Green - Save Green $ 

Mechanical Energy Systems 
12 p.m. - "Faux" Finish Your Walls 

Home Depot 
1 p.m. - How to Install Brick Pavers - Patios & Walkways 

Michigan Pete Landscaping 
2 p.m. - How to Install Ceramic Tile 

Home Depot 
3 p.m. - Dressed for Success: "Putting the Finishing touches on your Room" 

Interiors by Decorating Den 
4 p.m. - Electrical Updates and Safety Tips for Your Home 

Van Buren Electric 

SUNDAY, MARCH 2 
12 p.m. - Going Green with Plymouth Nursery 

Plymouth Nursery 
Ponds-Installation and Maintenance 
Michigan Pete Landscaping 
Fun & Easy Tips to Create the Home of Your Dreams! 
Room Revisions 
How to "Faux" Finish Your Walls 
Home Depot 
How to Install Ceramic Tile 
Home Depot 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : 

7 3 4 / 3 9 4 - 5 2 0 0 
THE 

, (Observer ^ lE t cen t r i c 
NEWSPAPERS 

HOMETOWNUPE.COM C a n t o n 
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Buyers will get a chance at a variety of items as the Plymouth Community Arts Council hosts its 18th annual dinner/ 
auction March 7 at Laurel Manor. 

M o n e y m a k e r 

A r t s c o u n c i l e y e s a n n u a l a u c t i o n a s t o p f u n d - r a i s e r 

Most of metro Detroit is 
feeling the current recession, 
and the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council is no exception. 

That's why PCAC officials 
say the PCAC's 18th annual 
dinner auction, "An Artful 
Affair: Mod," is more impor­
tant than ever. 

Proceeds from ticket sales 
and items auctioned at the 
event wi l l help save many 
popular programs at the Arts 
Council, including the hugely 
popular Music in the Park, 
the Wednesday concert series 
that packs Kellogg Park. 

Officials say Music in the 
Park is just one of several 
programs in jeopardy at the 
council this year due to dwin­
dling donations and reduced 
sponsorship. The series, 
started some 24 years ago, is 
funded largely by sponsors 
and donors. 

"While we have been 
blessed to have very generous 
sponsors, currently the econ­
omy makes it tough for every­
one to find extra money, even 
for established programs," 
said Debra Madonna, vice 
president of the PCAC board 
whb has chaired Music in the 
Park for 14 years. "We have 
some sponsors in place for the 
2008 series, but would like 
to have additional sponsors 
to make this our signature 
event." 

Costumes from the 1960s 
are optional at the dinner/ 
auction, set for 6 p.m. Friday, 
March 7, at Laurel Manor in 
Livonia. Auction goers wi l l 
have the opportunity to bid 
in live and silent auctions, 
with proceeds going to ben­
efit programs and classes at 
the Council. Unique artwork, 
vacation packages, auto­
graphed sports memorabilia, 
dinner packages and tickets 

S t u d e n t s t a t i o n s i l e n c e d 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

When problems occur at 
radio and television stations 
that affect programming, 
they're generally blamed on 
"technical difficulties." 

Listeners of WSDP radio, 
the student-run F M station 
operating out of Salem High" 
School, wi l l have to wait until 
sometime this week to tune 
into their favorite programs 
because "technical'difficul­
ties" have kept the station off 
the air since Sunday, Feb. 17. 

"We went off about 7:35 

a.m., and tried to go back on," 
said Bi l l Keith, station man­
ager of 88.1 The Escape. "We 
tried to go back on, but we 
ended up reflecting our power 
back to the transmitter. 

"They found some corrosion, 
on the coax line that connects 
the transmitter to the anten­
na," he said. 

"We're hoping to be back on 
the air sometime early next 
week." 

For a station that receives 
its operating funds from the 
Plymouth-Canton Schools 
operating budget and, radio-
thons, any cost associated 

with getting the station back 
on the air is money that could 
be put toward other uses. 

"The early estimate was a 
couple of thousand dollars," 
Keith said. "We have the 
money from fund-raisers over 
the past several years, but it's 
like robbing Peter to pay Paul, 
taking money from other 
options. 

"But, i f we don't have the 
connection and we can't be 
heard... I guess we'll just have 
to bite the bullet," he said. 

tbruscatô hometownlife.com 
(734) 459-2700 
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C a l l T o d a y 1 3 1 3 ) 2 4 4 - 5 9 8 9 
W e ' r e P a r t n e r i n g W i t h T h e F o l l o w i n g 

N o n - P r o f i t O r g a n i z a t i o n s T o H e l p Y o u ! 
United Community Housing Coalition 
U-SNAP-8AC 
Southwest Housing Solufions 
Haw-n Retention Agency 
Warm Training Center 
New Hope Community Development 
MichiCan mterfaith Trust Fund 
Detroit Alliance 
ACCESS 

Legal Aid & Defender Association 
Mission of Peace 

Bethel Housing Counseling. Agency 
ACORN 
Michigan Neighborhood Partnership 
Black Caucus Foundation of Mlchiga 
Accounting Aid Society 
Latino Farniy Services 

Plymouth Community Arts Council matriarch Jo Hulce eyes some of the 
goodies on display at the annual dinner/auction. This year's event is set for 
March 7. 

"tnersntp i o homeowne. 
IS£ DETROIT! 

ignthouse 
)onni's Door 

to museums, sports events 
and zoos are among items 
that wil l be up for bid. 

Tickets are still available, 
at a cost of $85 ($45 of which 
officials pointed out is tax-
deductible). Tickets for a 
table for 10 cost $850. Laurel 
Manor is located at 39000 

Schoolcraft Road. 
For more information and 

for tickets, call the PCAC, 
(734) 416-4278. Anyone inter­
ested in volunteering, making 
a tax-deductible donation or 
needing answers to questions 
can contact Sheila Paton at 
stpaton @hotmail.com 

| M i W a y n e C o u n t y T r e a s u r e r 

wimMgr D e t r o i t , M I 4 8 2 2 6 

w w w . f r e a s u r e r . W a y n e c o u n t y . c o m 

Charter One. Fit is 

focused on fittin 

s, services 

r life. It lets you 

the grocery store or 24 hours a day on the phone, ft lets you 

and it helps make 

-CHARTER or stop sure you re 

a day on 

fit your bud; 

fit. Call 1-877-

the perfect fit. charterone.com 

w e 

Not your typical bankf 

MsmberFDIC. & Equal Housing Lender. Charter One is a division of RBS Citizens, N A , vmto&apai 

http://vmw.hDmetowrilife.com
http://www.freasurer.Waynecounty.com
http://charterone.com
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Bowling fund-raiser 
Students from East and 

Pioneer middle schools in 
Plymouth and Marshall Middle 
School in Westland are rais­
ing money for the People to 
People Student Ambassador 
Program, which sends stu­
dents to other countries as 
Student Ambassadors to meet 
and learn from foreign stu­
dents and representatives of 
other nations. The students 
- Richard McCutcheon of East 
Middle School, Abbey Jarrett 
of Pioneer Middle School and 
John Puterbaugh and John 
Hollenbeck of Marshall Middle 
School - had to qualify for the 
honor. 

The Bowling Fun Raiser wil l 
be at Vision Lanes, 38250 Ford 
Road, 4-7 p.m. Sunday, March 
2. Tickets are $15 and include 
three games of bowling, shoe 
rental, two slices of pizza and a 
soft drink. 

For tickets or more informa­
tion, call Roy McCutcheon, 
(734) 398-5676 or (734) 748-
5803. 

Classic movies 
The March "Thursday 

Classics" movie series at the 
Penn Theatre in downtown 
Plymouth marks "Hitchcock 
Month" and wil l feature classic 
Hitchcock movies. 

Sponsored by the Plymouth 
Downtown Development 
Authority, free passes are avail­
able at Frameworks, Andy's 
Hallmark, Dearborn Jewelers 
of Plymouth, and Creatopia. 

The schedule for March has 
"Stranger on a Train" March 6; 
"Dial *M' for Murder," March 
13; "North by Northwest," 
March 20; and "Trouble with 
Harry "March 27. 

Box office opens at 6:30 
p.m.; movies start at 7 p.m. A l l 
seats are $3. 

The Penn Theatre is located 
at 760 Penniman. For more 
information, call (734) 453-
0870. 

Sagear scholarship 
Students wanting to apply for 

the Sagear-Rotary Scholarship 
have until April 1 to get in their 
applications. 

The Rotary Club of Plymouth 
A . M . is striving to recognize 
a Plymouth-Canton School 
District High School Senior 
who has overcome adversity. 
We are looking for students 
who have displayed courage, 
perseverance, spirit, and cre­
ativity in succeeding in achiev­
ing an education, despite a 
physical, mental or emotional 
barrier. They have also shown 
an appreciation of others and 
a commitment to their com­
munity. 

The recipient of this award 
wil l receive a $500 scholarship. 

This award is named after 
Sandra Sagear a 1969 gradu­
ate of the. original Plymouth 
High School who imagined and 
believed she could succeed as 
she lived everyday with Polio. 

Information and applica­
tions on the Sagear-Rotary 
Scholarship are posted at 
www.storytellerdesign.com/ 
SagearRotaryScholarship. 
pdf. Applications should be 
returned to Debra Madonna, 
Rotary Club of Plymouth A . M . , 
40200 Pinetree, Plymouth, 
M I 48170. The award will be. 
announced Apri l 25. 

Co-op preschool open 
house 

Plymouth Children's Nursery, 
5828 N . Sheldon Rd., wi l l have 
an Open House 10 a.m. to noon 
March 15. The co-op has both 
morning and afternoon classes 
for children ages 3-4. 

The preschool offers chil­
dren the opportunity to learn 
through play, socialize, take 
part in large and small group 
activities as well as learn inde­
pendence. 

Call (734) 455-6250 for more 
information. 

Preschool information 
night 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools' Early 
Childhood Department will 
host a Preschool Parent 
Informational Meeting 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27, at . 
Discovery Middle School, 
45083 Hanford Road, Canton. 

At this meeting you wil l 
receive applications for the 
2008/09 school year, meet staff 
and learn about our preschool 
programs. Formoreinforma-
tion, please call 416-6190 or 
visit the Web site at web.pccs. 
kl2.mi.us/earlychildhood. 

Hazardous waste 
collection 

The Wayne County 
Department of Environment's 
Land Resource Management 
Division will be holding a 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, March 
15 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Downriver Community 
Conference Center, located 
at 15100 Northline Road in 
Southgate. This free event, 

, open to Wayne County resi­
dents only, is an opportunity to 
make your home and environ­
ment safe by properly dispos­
ing of waste that is considered 
toxic, flammable or corrosive. 

Examples of acceptable 
waste being collected on March 
15 include; household paints, 
stains, dyes, floor wax, floor 
care products, carpet cleaner, 
furniture polish, bathroom 

C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F C A N T O N 
Z O N I N G B O A R D O F A P P E A L S A G E N D A 

March 13,2008 
Notice is hereby given that there will be a meeting of the Zoning 
Board of Appeals THURSDAY, March 13, 2008 at 7:00 PM. The 
meeting will be held in the Board Room - at the Township 
Administration Building located at 1150 S. CANTON CENTER 
ROAD, CANTON, MI 48188. The following agenda will be discussed: 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag 
Roll Call: Randy Blaylock, Jim Cisek, Vicki Welty, Steven Johnson, 
and Dawn Zuber 
Acceptance of Agenda 
1. Bryan Amann, 355 North Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 48187, 

for light industrial property located at 39740 Warren Road, north 
side of Warren Road between Lotz Road and the train tracks, 
appealing Buildings and Building Regulations Article V, Section 
78-129 (h), fence located in front yard. 
Zone LI-1 Light Industrial 
Parcel 045 99 0004 000 
(Building) 

Approval of the February 14,2008 Minutes 
All written comments need to be submitted to the Charter Township 
of Canton, Clerk's Office 1150 S. Canton Center Rd., Canton, MI 
48188, prior to 5:00 PM on the date of the hearing. 

Publish: February 24,2008 OEQ65SB06l-2«4 

P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N N O T I C E 
C I T Y O F P L Y M O U T H , M I C H I G A N 

W E D N E S D A Y , M A R C H 12,2008 
7:00 P M 

(734) 453-1234 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held in the 
Commission Chambers of the City Hall to consider the following: 

SITE PLAN APPROVAL: 
SP 08-02 Penn Grill & Bar 

820 Penniman 
Proposed 2nd Floor Seating and 
Bathrooms 
Zoned: B-2, Central Business 
Applicant: DJ Maltese Consulting, 
LLC 

All interested persons are invited to attend. 

In accordance with the Americans with disabilities Act, the City of 
Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of 
printed materials being considered at the meeting/hearing, to 
individuals with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary aids or services 
may be made by writing or calling the following: 

Maureen Brodie, ADA Coordinator 
201 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
(734) 453-1234, Ext. 206 

Publish: February 24,2008 OE085M06D-2M.S 

Opening up the bank 
On Feb. 7, students, teachers, and administrators, including Principal Debra h Davidson (center), at All Saints Catholic 
School in Canton held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Student Credit Union Branch, which is being sponsored 
by Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union. Students visit the branch on the first and third Thursday of the month 
during their lunch hour, while students from the 6th and 7th grades will be running the operations. Among the 
objectives of the branch is to help students learn the importance of savings. The program also provides students 
real-life job experience &S8211; from interviewing for a position at the Student Credit Union Branch to performing 
the duties of a teller, an accounting clerk, a member service representative, and a marketing specialist. Catholic 
Parishes Federal Credit Union is opening a new branch in spring 2008 at Sheldon and Joy in Plymouth. For more 
information about Catholic Parishes Federal Credit Union, call (734) 432-0212 or visit www.cathollcparishesfcu.org. 

cleaners, stain removers, sol­
vents, nail polish, glue, fertiliz­
er, lawn and garden chemicals, 
pesticides, antifreeze, motor 
oil, gasoline, automotive bat­
teries and dry cell batteries, 
fluorescent bulbs, fire extin­
guishers, mercury fever ther­
mometers, smoke detectors, 
computer monitors, printers, 
scanners, mice, keyboards, cell 
phones, fax machines, copiers, 
and televisions. 

Only household generated 
products from Wayne County 
residents wil l be accepted. 
Items that will not be accepted 
include; commercial waste, 
industrial waste, radioactive 
materials, explosives, ammuni­
tion, shock sensitive materials, 
household trash, 55-gallon 
drums, refrigerators, micro­
waves or other appliances, 
tires, yard "waste and concrete. 

For information on how to 
dispose of these items, a com­
plete list of what will and will 
not be accepted, or about the 
March 15 collection, contact 
the Wayne County Resource 
Recovery Coordinator at (734) 
326-3936 or visit www.wayne-
county.com. 

Tonda scholarships 
The Tonda Elementary 

School Scholarship Committee 
is accepting applications and 
essays from now until Apri l 9. 

Qualified applicants must 
have attended Tonda for at 
least three years, have a GPA 
of 3.25 or better and have been 
accepted into an accredited 
college, university or trade 
school. Two letters of reference 
from a non-family member as 
well as transcripts must also be 
submitted. 

Applicants wil l submit an 
essay entitled "Qualities of a 
Peaceful School." 

Applications and further 
rules maybe obtained at 
Plymouth, Salem, and Canton 
High School, orat Tonda 
Elementary School. 

Scholarships available 
Applications are now 

being accepted for the 24 
scholarships offered through 
the Canton Community . 
Foundation to students from 
Canton, Plymouth or Plymouth 
Township. These scholarships 
are awarded in the spring. 

Although each scholar­
ship has somewhat different 
requirements, there is just one 
application for them all. The 
application is available on the 
Foundation's Web site at www. 
cantonfoundation.org, at the 
high schools' counseling offic­
es, or at the Foundation office 
at 50430 School House Road 
in Canton. 

"The number of scholar­
ships is down a little this year," 
explains Foundation President 
Joan Noricks, "but in some 
instances the amount of money 
being awarded has increased. 
We have consolidated several 
of the offerings into $1,000 
awards making them more 
appealing to students. 

"Several of the scholarships 
are available to non-traditional 
students meaning older stu­
dents returning to study after 
an extended absence," she says. 
"We're hoping these may help 
some residents changing, career 
paths in these challenging eco­
nomic times." 

Completed applications must 
be received in the Foundation 
office by Friday, March 7- A 
panel of community residents 
including a school counselor, 
a Foundation board member 
and several others wil l evaluate 
the applications and award the 
scholarships. 

.For more information, con­
tact the Foundation at (734) 
495-1200 or e-mail at info@ 
cantonfoundation.org. 

Relay for Life kick-off 
The American Cancer 

Society invites everyone in the 
Canton community to celebrate 
cancer survivorship, remember 
loved ones lost and fight back 

C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F C A N T O N 
N O T I C E TO P U B L I C 

B O A R D O F R E V I E W A P P O I N T M E N T S 

Noticeis hereby given by the undersigned, Terry G. Bennett, Clerk 
of the Charter Township of Canton, County of Wayne, State of 
Michigan to all residents of the Charter Township of Canton: that 
all persons protesting their assessment must complete petitions 
prior to appearing before the Board. A personal appearance is not 
required. All petitions must be received in the Assessor's office by 
March 14,2008 at 12:00 p.m. 

The Board of Review will be held in the Canton Township Hall on 
the first floor, at 1150 S. Canton Center Road. Entry into the 
building can be accessed through the front doors of Township Hall. 
Please come prepared, as an eight (8) minute limit before the Board 
will be strictly adhered to. 

The Following is the schedule for March Board of Review: 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Monday, March 10, 2008 

Tuesday, March 11,2008 

Wednesday, March 12,2008 

Thursday, March 13, 2008 

Friday, March 14,2008 

Organizational Meeting -
4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

(No Appointments) 

Hearings from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
(Appointments Only) 

Hearings from 1:00 p.m. -- 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
(Appointments Only) 

Hearings from 1:00 p.m. -- 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
(Appointments Only) 

Hearings from 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 
(Appointment Only) 

Hearings from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
(Appointment Only) 

Please be advised entry the building on Tuesday, March 11th after 
5:00p.m.and Wednesday, March 12th after 5:00p.m. can only be 
accessed through the front entrance of the Township hall. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Assessor's office 
directly at (734) 394-5111. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
Charter Township of Canton 

Publish: February 17.21 & 24,2008 

against cancer at this year's 
Relay For Life event. Canton 
residents wil l kick off the 
10th annual American Cancer 
Society Relay For Life of 
Canton on Thursday, Feb. 28 at 
6:30 p.m. at Emagine Theater, 
39535 Ford Road, Canton. 

Residents are invited to • 
attend the kick-off celebration 
to learn more about Relay For 
Life and how they can become 
part of an exciting overnight 
event that can lead to a cure for 
cancer. 

Relay For Life is the Society's 
signature event, dedicated 
to increasing awareness and 
raising funds to fight cancer. 
Teams of family, friends and 
co-workers camp out over­
night, taking turns walking the 
track. 

Donations can be made to 
this local Relay For Life event 
by visiting www.relayforlife. 
org. Community members can 
also start or join a team by fol­
lowing the links to our local 
Relay event on www.relayfor-
life.org. 

The Relay For Life of Canton 
will take place on May 17-18 at 
Heritage Park. For more infor­
mation on how you can get 
involved or about the kick-off 
event, contact Jamie Chapman 
at (248) 663-3419 or jamie. 
chapman@cancer.org. 

Rotary award ceremony 
On Feb. 25 the Canton 

Rotary Club wil l present 
their first annual Community 
Service Award to a member of 
the Canton Community who 
exemplifies the Rotary ideal 
of "Service Above Self". The 
public is invited to attend the 
noon ceremony at Carraba's 
restaurant located at 1900 
N . Haggerty Road in Canton. 
Lunch wil l be served. 

The Canton Rotary works 
to serve members of the local, 
national, and international 
communities through chari­
table and humanitarian proj­
ects, and to promote peace 
and understanding within 
local and international com­

munities. With this award the 
C.tiiUm Rotary Club wil l rec-

a member of the Canton 
L mnmunity whose goals and 
st l i Ic - j service are similar to 

the Rotary Community. 
Anyone planning to attend 

the ceremony or interested in 
learning more about Rotary 
should contact President Susan 
Kowalski at (734) 968-1436, 
or Membership Chair Lisa 
Kennedy at (734) 454-4058. 

Galling all artists 
The Village Theater at 

Cherry H i l l is now accepting 
proposals for the 2009 exhibi­
tion season. The deadline for 
submission is March 31.The 
theater is interested in exhibit­
ing both local and regional art­
ists in all medias of artwork. 

On average, more than 
5,000 individuals visit the the­
ater each month. The Village 
Theater is a venue that com­
fortably showcases established, 
as well as emerging artists that 
have been recognized for their 
exceptional talent. 

Artists must submit slides 
or high quality digital images, 
contact information, current 
resume/biography, an artist 
statement, and availability. 

The Village Theater at 
Cherry H i l l is located in Cherry 
H i l l Village on the corner of 
Cherry H i l l and Ridge roads. 
Deliver your submissions to the 
theater or e-mail your submis­
sions to villagetheater@can-
ton-mi.org. 

For more information on the 
2009 exhibition season, visit 
canton-mi.org/villagetheater 
or call (734) 394-5460. 

Newcomers bingo night 
. The Canton Newcomers wil l 

host Bingo Night, with prizes 
donated by local businesses, 
dinner samples by Entree Vous 
of Canton, dessert by Back 
Home Bakery, a raffle to ben­
efit a local charity, 
and an opportunity to sign up 
for 20-plus activities for the 
entire family, at their adult 
general meeting, Wednesday 
March 5. 

The club's own "March 
Madness" starts at 7:15 p.m. 
at the Sunflower Clubhouse, 
at 45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center. Visitors are 
welcome. 

Request a complimentary 
newsletter at www.cantonnew-
comers.org of this social, civic 
and charitable organization 
or call Donna at (734) 398-
6487 with questions before the 
meeting. You don't have to be 
"New" to be a Newcomer. 

Mom-2-Mom sale 
In anticipation of their 

upcpming Mom 2 Mom Sale, 
the Canton Newcomers, a 
social, civic and charitable 
organization, invites table 
renters to sell new and gently 
used maternity, baby and child 
items including furniture and 
larger play equipment. The 
sale wil l be held on Saturday 
Apri l 5, at the Summit on the 
Park from 8:30 a.m. -1 p.m. 
For more information, please 
visit cantonnewcomers.org or 
e-mail amybrody@comcast. 
net. 

C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F C A N T O N 
A C C E S S T O P U B L I C M E E T I N G S 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary "aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734)394-5260 

Publish: February 17 & 24,2008 
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S T O W & G O S E L F S T O R A G E 
A U C T I O N N O T I C E 

Pursuant to state law, Notice his hereby given that a public auction 
will be held at STOW & GO SELF STORAGE, 41999 ANN 
ARBOR ROAD, PLYMOUTH, MI on MARCH 28, 2008 at 10:00 
a.m., on past due tenants listed below. The entire contents of the 
following units will be auctioned and sold to the highest bidder on 
each individual unit. CASH ONLY! DESCRIPTION IS BRIEF 
SUMMARY OF ITEMS, MAY OR MAY NOT CONTAIN MORE 
OR LESS ITEMS. 

UNIT #889-JAMES ALTER OF N.W.C. INC., P.O. BOX 512, 
DEARBORN HTS, MI 48127 

Briefcase, Fax, Bags of clothes, approx. 28 boxes, and other 
misc. items. 

UNIT #558-PAUL ACKMAN OF P.O. BOX 700283, 
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 

Chair, Plastic tubs, dresser, suitcase, grill, gas stove, fan, 
grinder, tool box, boxes, and other misc. items. 

UNIT #561-GALE SHOWERS OF 49471 PINE RIDGE CT., 
PLYMOUTH, MI 48170 

TV, (2) Bikes, basketball hoop, clothes, plastic tubs, luggage, 
Christmas items, and other misc. items. 

. SALE DATE IS MARCH28,2008AT 10:00 AM. 
Publish: February 24 and March 6,2008 
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w W _m The deadline to register throughout Apr i l for the oub- Also included must be the 

f o r S t . P a t r i c k ' s P a r a d e 

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN 
STAFF WRITER 

Mike Kelly promises the 
Sunday, Feb. 24, fund-raiser 
for the St. Patrick's Day Parade 
wil l not only showcase the best 
Irish entertainment but tradi­
tional fare such as corned beef 
and cabbage. 

Kelly's family comes from 
County Cork so it's no surprise 
that he's been going to the 
parade since he was pushed in 
a stroller. 

He grew up celebrating the 
day at Mass at St. Mar / s of 
Redford. Now he co-chairs 
the fund-raiser with his wife 
Maureen, a Collins with ances­
tors from County Clare. 

"It's going to be a great Irish 
day for the family," said Kelly 
of Livonia. Kelly is also co-
chairman of the 50th parade 
which takes place Sunday, 
March 16. "People can meet 
2008 Grand Marshal Patrick 
O'Hara and the Maid of Erin 
and her Court, and the Court 
of St. Brigid. Irish entertainers 
donate their time to this great 
cause." 

Brian Bonner has played 
the fund-raiser for the last 30 
years. His band Arranmore is 
named after apart of Ireland 
that his family comes from in 
County Donegal. Bonner's par­
ents came over from Ireland in 
the early 1920s. He'll be play­
ing mostly Irish ballads includ­
ing Home to Donegal, the title 

Mike Kelly welcomed Maid of Erin Bridget Belvitch of Livonia and her Court 
(Megan Henahan, Royal Oak, and Molly Noyes, Bloomfield Hills) to last year's 
St. Patrick's Parade Fund-raiser. 

of a CD he made a couple of 
years ago. Joining him are Bob 
Paige, drums, and Mick Reid 
and W i l l Derry, guitar and 
vocals. Bonner plays accordion 
and sings. 

"We have continuous enter­
tainment going on in two 
locations in the building," said 
Brian Bonner, a former parade 
grand marshal. 

"Each group plays 45 min­
utes to an hour. The purpose 
is to make sure we can put the 
parade on." 

It costs about $30,000 to 
run the parade so Gerard 
Smith is hoping "everybody 
will come down and have a 
good time." His band, Bil l 
Grogan's Goat, plays at 5 p.m. 

The five-piece Celtic rock band 
is named after an old folk song 
his granddad sang to him all 
the time. 

In addition to Smith who 
plays electric mandolin and 
guitar, concertina and Irish 
Bouzouki, the band is com­
posed of Jude Closson, drums; 
Terry Murphy, vocals, guitar, 
banjo and tin whistle; Dean 
Western, bass, and Norman 
Rosenbaum, guitar. 

"We played at the fund-raiser 
last year," said Gerard Smith. 
"It's a big party where all the 
people in the Irish community 
who haven't seen everybody 
since last fall see them again 
before the parade. It's a good 
day for the family." 

The deadline to register 
your high school team for 
the Buddy's Pizza/O&seruer 

Eccentric and Mirror 
Newspapers public ser­
vice video contest is 5 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 25. 

The winning team wi l l 
receive $1,000 to be divided 
among the participating stu­
dents. 

Schools throughout the 
tri-county area are invited 
to produce a 30-second PSA 
video focusing on teen issues. 

"The contest wi l l give high 
school students an opportu­
nity to send a powerful mes­
sage that impacts their peers 
and the community on topics 
including, but not limited to, 
the dangers of tobacco, alco­
hol, drugs, bullying, cyber-
bullying and violence," said 
Marcy Brontman of Buddy's. 

Completed student PSA 
videos are due by midnight 
Tuesday, Apr i l 1. They wil l 
stay on the Buddy's Web site 

throughout Apr i l for the pub­
lic to view and vote for their 
favorite video. Detroit media 
professionals wi l l select the 
winner from the top 10 public 
favorites. 

Student teams interested in 
participating should e-mail 
or fax their school name, 
student project manager and 
name of high school adviser 
with address, telephone and 
e-mail contact to Buddy's 
Pizza, Attn: Michelle at (248) 
855-6329 or mlawton® 
buddyspizza.com by 5 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 25. 

CONTEST RULES 
Each video must include 

some representation of 
Buddy's Pizza and the 
Observer Eccentric or 
Mirror Newspapers (i.e. 
filmed at a Buddy's Pizza 
location, Buddy's logo in 
video, Observer & Eccentric 
and/or Mirror Newspaper vis­
ible at some point in video). 

Also included must be the 
tagline "Sometimes you 
just need some Buddy's ... 
Seriously!" 

A school team (one per high 
school) entering the contest 
must have a school staff mem­
ber to supervise the project. 
No copyrighted audio or video 
materials wil l be allowed. 
Only public domain and roy­
alty free music is allowed. No 
obscenities, vulgarity or lurid 
material wi l l be permitted 
and disqualification wil l be at 
the discretion of the judges. 

Each school can submit 
only one video forjudging. 

For more information on 
uploading submitted videos 
to YouTube and a complete 
list of rules, contact Michelle 
Lawton at (248) 855-6222, 
Ext. 212, or via e-mail at 
mlawton@buddyspizza.com 
or Brontman at (248) 626-
0250 or visit Buddy's on the 
Web at www.buddyspizza. 
com. 

§ o t 6 a m e ? 

G r a n d O p e n i n g 

C H O P S T I C K H O U S E 

Delivery & Catering 
Available 

Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs. 11-10 -fri. 11-11 
Sat.Noon-11 *Sun:NoonTlO 

F I N E D I N I N G 

3 5 0 0 N . L i l l e y (S. o f Fo rd ) 
7 3 4 - 9 8 3 - 9 2 8 8 
fax : 7 3 4 - 9 8 3 - 9 2 8 9 

www.thechopstickhouse.com 

FORD ROAD ( 
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Y 

M o n e y M a n a g e m e n t 

a n d M o r t g a g e s : 

R e a l s o l u t i o n s s e m i n a r f o r h o m e o w n e r s i n 

f i n a n c i a l l y c h a l l e n g i n g l i m e s . 

Community Financial is committed to helping make your financial 
life easier. Please join us as we team with GreenPath Debt Solutions 

ana Plymouth Community United Way. 

T o p i c s a t t h i s F r e e S e m i n a r : 

• P r o t e c t y o u r h o m e • C r e a t e a s p e n d i n g p l a n 
• F i n d s o l u t i o n s 

Don't miss this opportunity to put yourself in control of your 
finances! Plus, you'll be able to set up individual appointments for 
. free mortgage reviews, credit reviews and financial counseling. 

T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 6 t h • 6 : 3 0 - 8 : 0 0 p . m . 

P l y m o u t h D i s t r i c t L i b r a r y 

To reserve your seat, call Betty at (734) 453-6879 ext. 2 

C o m m u n i t y F i n a n c i a l 
Educational Services 

U n i t e d 
Way 

Plymouth ComaionHy 
United Way 

O P E N H O U S E 

S a t . , M a r c h 1 , 1 - 4 p . m . 

Explore our bachelor 's and master 's programs 

Meet our car ing, exper ienced faculty and staff 

Learn about financial a id and scholarships 

Tour c a m p u s 

A p p l y for admiss ion (fee waived) 

Y O U R S U C C E S S : O U R G R E A T E S T A C H I E V E M E N T 

734-432-5339 • www.madonna . edu 

4 1 M A D O N N A 
U N I V E R S I T Y 

Livonia • Orchard Lake 
Main Campus: 36600 Schoolcraft Road • Livonia, 48150 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://buddyspizza.com
mailto:mlawton@buddyspizza.com
http://www.buddyspizza
http://www.thechopstickhouse.com
http://www.madonna.edu
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Snowappears to have the sup­
port of at least some members of 
the Republican Party. Her Feb. 
19 fund-raiser attracted about 
150 people, including Michigan 
Attorney General Mike Cox 
and his wife, Wayne County 
Commissioner Laura Cox, as 
well as state Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-
Canton Township. 

"As much as this office is 
about the law, it's also about 
people," said Snow, 45. "As a 
community activist, I've gotten 
to know a lot about the people 
of the 35th District, their sense 
of community and what they 
expect from their public ser­
vants. 

"As your judge, I will work 
hard every day to be a positive 
role model for our children and 

Plakas Miller Butler Snow 

Barone 

C A N T O N C I N E M A 
Goodrich Tfefcet Kkok ft Tickets OnBw 

'UALITY 
THEATERS 

www.CQTi.can 
734-844-FILM 

DETROIT'S BEST 

M O V I E D E A L 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

B I G S C R E E N S 
4 . 0 0 
EXCEPT UBLT EVE. 

ALL SEATS 

' 6 . 5 0 
k -edili « SBc corn refills 

to continue to 
make our com­
munity a safe 
place to live," 
she added. 

Barone, the 
most junior of 
the candidates 
at age 36, made 
it known last 
year he'd be in 

the race. He's expressed a desire 
to work with the youth in the 
community. 

"A district judge is in a great 
position to make a positive 
impact on the lives of young 
people," Barone said. "Many 
times the difference between 
a young person leading a life 
of hardship vs. a life of success 
comes down to choices they 
make while growing up. A dis­
trict judge has a great responsi­

bility to reach the young people 
that come before him or her to 
positively influence their lives.'' 

Butler said he served his 
country in the military, and he'd 
like to end his career in public 
service. 

"Forty years ago I started my 
adult life in the Coast Guard 
Academy, and I'd like to end it 
with service to the community," 
said Butler, 60, a former mili­
tary trial judge. "That's a lot of 
my motivating factor. 

Tve had a lot of experi­
ences in both the military and 
afterward in Michigan's legal 
system " he added. "I think I've 
developed a conscience and a 
judgment that will be beneficial 
to the community." 

tbruscatô hometownlife.com 
{734)459-2700 
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Q Mo paaaes 
SHOWTIMES 2/22 - 2/28 

© CHARLIE BARTLETT (R) 
12:10,2:30,4:45,7:20, 9:35 
FRI/SAT LS11:50 
0 JUMPER (PG 13) 
12:30,2:45,5:00, 7:35,9:45 
FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
O DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG-13) 
11:00,1:40,4:20,7:00,9:40 
WELCOME HOME R0SC0E JENKINS 
(PG-13) 
11:20,1:55,4:40, 7:15,9:50 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
11:00, 9:20 
27 DRESSES (PG-13) 
1:50,4:20,6:50 
THE BUCKET UST (PG-13) 
6:45,9.-0D . 
FRI/SAT LS 11:15 
am (pg-i3> 
12:25,2:40, 4:55, 7:10, 9:30 
FRI/SAT LS11:45 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG) 
12:00,2:15,4:30 

up the tab for the two correc­
tive surgeries. 

"We did it because it needed 
to be done," Mott said simply. 
"Can you imagine what it's like 
going through life losing your 
sight?" 

WeisSj a mother of four 
daughters, doesn't have optical 
insurance and said she decided 
to cope with the cataracts after 
she faced obstacles in get­
ting the corrective surgeries 
financed on her own. 

"I was told I didn't qualify 
for certain programs and I 
couldn't afford to pay for it 
myself so I tried to deal with it 
as best as I could but it broke 
me emotionally," she said. "I 
think God let roe go as far as 
I could and then he saved me. 
This just fell in my lap." 

Weiss, who got her left eye 
treated in November and her 
right eye done in January, said 
her vision was restored within 
an hour of the surgeries. 

"I could see again" she said, 
as her piercing green eyes 

welled up with tears. "This 
whole experience didn't just 
help (my vision), it allowed me 
to see the good in the world 
again. There really is good out 
there." 

Weiss said she and her boy­
friend, Brett Neiien, plan on 
joining the Lions club. 

"These people have become a 
part of my life," she said. 

Club members, who took 
Weiss back and forth to her 
surgeries, appreciate that she's 
thankful for their assistance. 

"Most of the time, we never 
hear back from people and 
that's fine because we don't 
expect anything," Mott said. 
"But we are happy about 
(Weiss)." 

The Canton Lions club has 
more than 50 members and 
meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth 
Monday of each month at the 
Cherry Hi l l School House 
located at Cherry H i l l and 
Ridge roads. 

Those interested in learning 
more about the group or wish 
to attend a meeting can call 
(734)981-0486.. 

tlparks@hometown!ife.com | (734) 459-2700 
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G O A L S E T T E R S A V I N G S 
Another thing Fifth Third does for dreams? Goal Setter Savings. Save 
towards your goal—a vacation, a new car, whatever—and get premium 
rates of interest with no minimum balance requirement and no monthly 
service fee. Another bonus? No internet banking or ATM access—stay with 
us for a second—which means you'll be less tempted to spend it and more 
likely to save it. We'll give you a bonus when you reach your goal. Give us a 

call at 1-877-579-5353 or visit 53.com to see what we can do for you. 

53.com 

F i f t h t h i r d B a n k 

T h e th ings w e d o for dreams'." 

Fifth TfilrdarTd FTftfi mw Bain are regisleredwivice marksof Rltli Third Eancorp. HemBer f DIC. 

AROUND TOWN 
Crop for a Cureu 

An all day scrapbooking event, Crop 
for a Cure, will be held 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Saturday, March 29, in the gym­
nasium at the Maplewood Community 
Center, 31735 Maplewood, west of 
Merriman, Garden City. The cost is 
$35 per person and includes lunch, 
dinner, beverages and snacks. Pay by 
March 20 and receive five free prize 
tickets for a raffle of scrapbook-
ing and non-scrapbooking related 
merchandise. A Close to My Heart 
consultant will be on site with some 
cash-and-carry stock and limited 
supplies for purchase. Registration 
fee is non-refundable. First come, 
first serve. For more information, 
call Dawn Downer at (734) 502-4277 
or contact her by e-mail at downt® 
comcast.net. All proceeds will ben­
efit the 2008 Michigan 3-Day Breast 
Cancer Walk. 

Preschool open house 
Academic Pathways Cooperative 
Preschool, located at 30330 
Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, hosts an 
open house 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, March 
11. The preschool offers 3- and 4-
year programs. Potty training not 
required. Certified teacher. For 
more information, please contact 
(734) 459-6689 or visit www.aca-
demicpathwayspreschool.com. 

Special-needs play sessions 
The Arc of Northwest Wayne County's 
Lekotek Program offers unique play 
sessions, toy loans and a play library 
of nearly 2000 toys for children with 
developmental disabilities. Children 
through 12 years of age can enjoy 
play activities led by a certified 
Lekotek play leader who will intro­
duce toys and play ideas to the child 
while encouraging him or her to take 
charge of their play and interact with 
others. Play sessions are always 
centered on the child with a devel­
opmental disability and focus on the 
child's play abilities while keeping 
the child's enjoyment as the primary 
goal. Parents, siblings, caregivers 
and friends are invited and encour­
aged to join in the fun! For more 
information, please contact Lana 
Richardson, Lekotek Play Leader/ 
Special Projects assistant, at (313) 
532-8524 or visit us on the web www. 
thearcnw.org. 

Call for choreographers 
The Ann Arbor Civic 8allet is 
searching for choreographers from 
throughout Michigan to showcase 
their original pieces in the second 
annual Dance Michigan performance. 
AACB seeks all types of dance styles 
from classical ballet to modern 
dance set to music from Classical 
composers to Top Forty and every­
thing in between. The performance 
will take place on Saturday, April 
19, at the Saline High School Ellen 
Ewing Center tor the Performing 
Arts, featuring an 1,100-seat audito­
rium with full-fly tower, green room, 
scene shop and dressing rooms. For 
more information on participating in 
the showcase or sponsoring Dance 
Michigan visit www.annarborcivicbal-
let.com or contact Mary Combi at 
(734) 668-8066 or mcombi@com-
cast.net 

Suicide Loss Support Group 
New Hope Center for Grief Support 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
is offering an ongoing support 
group for those who have lost a 
loved one to suicide. This monthly 
group meets 7-9 p.m. on the second 
Thursday and fourth Monday of each 
month at the First United Methodist 
Church in Northville located at 777 
W. Eight Mile Road. No registration is 
necessary for this monthly drop-in 
support group. For further infor­
mation about this group or about 
the many other free, age and loss 
specific groups offered for children, 
teens, and adults, please call New 
Hope Center for Grief Support at 
248-348-0115 and visit us at www. 
newhopecenter.net 

Gardeners meet 
The Gardeners of Northville and 
Novi meet the second Tuesday of the 
month September through May at 
6:30 p.m. Locations rotate between 
Novi Civic Center and the Northville 
Library. Visitors are welcome. For 
more information, call (248) 231-2334 
or visit our Web site www.gardeners-
northville-novi.org 

Travel clinics 
When traveling to a foreign country, 
a vaccination and travel consulta­
tion could be just as important as 
a passport. From diseases you may 
have already heard of such as hepa­
titis, to the more exotic illnesses like 
Japanese encephalitis. Visiting Nurse 
Association of Southeast Michigan's 
TravelWise Travel Clinic can provide 
the vaccinations and information you 
need to consider This new service 
from VNA provides inoculations for 
many common diseases including 
influenza, pneumonia, meningitis, 
tetanus and diphtheria, in addition to 
vaccinations specific to your travel 
destinations such as hepatitis A and 
B and typhoid. Additionally, VNA is 
a certified provider of the yellow 
fever vaccine. In order to prepare for 
VNA's travel consultation, individu­
als should bring their anticipated 
travel dates, itinerary and lodging 
plans. Past immunization records 
and a list of allergies and current 
medications will also help. For 
appointments, cost, on-site clinics 
and general information, contact the 
VNA TravelWise Travel Clinic at (248) 
967-8755 or visit www.vna.org. 

Heartland Hospice 
Heartland Hospice, located in 
Southfield and serving the tri-county 
area, is looking for caring and com­
passionate individuals to register for 
volunteer training. Evening and day­
time classes are available for anyone 
interested in being a support person 
for clients and their families during 
their end-of-life journey. Office sup­
port is also needed.To register, call 
Mary, (800) 770-9859. 

Card party/luncheon 
Victoria Chapter #290, OES, Livonia 
Masonic Temple hosts a card party/ 
luncheon noon to 3 p.m. the second 
Tuesday of each month. Admission is 
$6; event features table prizes and 
door prizes. The temple is located at 
27705 W. Seven Mile in Livonia. For 
more information, call (734) 459-
6063. 

Hospice training 
Heartland Hospice is looking for 
caring and dedicated people with 
an interest in serving terminally 
111 patients and-their families in 

Washtenaw, western Wayne, Monroe 
and Livingston counties. Volunteers 
provide a variety of services includ­
ing companionship, light housekeep­
ing, errand running, grief support 
and clerical services. For more infor­
mation, contact volunteer coordina­
tor Candice Jones, (888) 973-1145. 

Literacy Council tutors 
The Community Literacy Council 
(CLC) is looking for volunteer tutors 
in Western Wayne County to help 
adults improve their reading, writing 
and communication skills. The CLC 
will provide training to interested 
volunteers. Previous experience or 
a bachelor's degree is not required. 
The council will provide free train­
ing and materials, and then match 
you with an adult student in your 
area. Call (734) 416-4906 for more 
information. 

Toastmasters meet 
Do you have a fear of public speak­
ing? Do you need to do presenta­
tions at work and don't know where 
to start? Or are you terrified of 
the thought of standing in front 
of a group of people to present 
that report? If you answered "yes" 
to any of these questions, then 
Toastmasters is for you! Canton 
Communicators Club meets every 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Canton Coney Island on Lilley, just 
south of Joy, in the Golden Gate 
Plaza. For additional information, 
contact Bonnie at (734) 646-2237. 

Grief support 
New Hope Center for Grief Support 
is a Christian-based bereavement 
outreach and resource center 
located in Northville. Age appropri­
ate groups for widows and widowers 
are provided in various locations 
in southeastern Michigan including 
groups for young widows and widow­
ers and their children between the 
ages of 4 through the teen years. 
Groups tor parents who have lost 
a child, adults who have lost a par­
ent, pet loss, and other specialized 
groups are offered at various times 
of the year. All services for adults 
and children are offered at no cost 
to the participants. If you are griev­
ing or know someone who is, please 
call the office at (248)348-0115 for 
further information about services 
provided by New Hope Center for 
Grief Support, or visit www.newhope: 
center.net. 

Post Polio Clinic 
Easily fatigued? New, inexplicable 
physical complaints? History of para­
lytic or non-paralytic polio? Contact 
the Post Polio Clinic, 13850 E.12 Mile, 
Warren, or call (586) 778-4505. The 
clinic sponsors support group meet­
ings the fourth Saturday of every 
month (March through October) at 
4328 Livernois in Troy. For more 
information you can also call (734) 
765-8384. 

CLUBS 
Rotary A.M. 

The Plymouth Rotary Club of 
Plymouth A.M. meets at 7 a.m. every 
Tuesday at the Plymouth Cultural 
Center, 525 Farmer. New members 
are always welcome. Contact Beth 
Stewart, president, Rotary Club of 
Plymouth A.M., by calling (734) 420-
4094. 

S a v e o n Y o u r 2 0 0 7 I n c o m e T a x P r e p a r a t i o n 

-Includes preparation of: 
Federal Form 1040 
Schedule A 
Schedule B 
State Form 1040 

-Regular Tax Preparation cost $250 
-For First Time Customers Only 
-Call Schuftz & Associates today to 
set up an appointment 

•Offerexpires03/30/08 

/ I n d i v i d u a l & B u s i n e s s T a x 
/ P r e p a r a t i o n & P l a n n i n g 
/ A c c o u n t i n g & B o o k k e e p i n g 
/ E s t a t e , T r u s t & E l d e r P l a n n i n g 

S C H U L T Z _ _ 
A s s o c i a t e s , P L C 

Certified Public Accountants 

7 3 4 . 3 5 4 . 2 3 8 0 
496 W.Ann Arbor Tr.« Ste.205 

Plymouth, Ml 48170 

Princess Cruises 
Booking Week 
February 2Sth-29 th 
A A A C a n t o n 
2017 N.Canton Center 

To RSVP, ca l l 
734-844-0146 

Let our expert travel 
consultants hetp you plan 
your next Wlp. And, AAA 
members enjoy free accident 
insurance, TripTik* routings, 
special discounts and more. 
We offer vacation packages 
for s variety of destinations 

A A A C a n t o n 
2017 N. Canton Center 

7 3 4 - 8 4 4 - 0 1 4 6 
PRINCESS CRUISES 

9U0fH CbTBpltttly 

ACCELERATING U . 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://www.CQTi.can
http://53.com
http://53.com
http://comcast.net
http://www.aca-
http://demicpathwayspreschool.com
http://thearcnw.org
http://www.annarborcivicbal-
http://let.com
http://cast.net
http://newhopecenter.net
http://www.gardeners-
http://northville-novi.org
http://www.vna.org
http://www.newhope
http://center.net


www.liometowniife.com Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, February 24, '2008 

G a r d e n C i t y s 
N e w e s t V e n u e f o r ~ ~ y 

D i n i n g & 7 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
• B i l l i a r d s 

O p e n f o r L u n c h ! 

5 6 5 1 M i d c U e b e l t • J u s t N o r t h o f F o r d • G a r d e n C i t y • 7 3 4 - 5 2 5 - 5 2 3 1 
Garden City's Newest Venue for Dining & Entertainment • Billiards • Open For Lunch 

3 & * 

5>. 

Try** 

H H 

• 

V I R T U A L 

G O L F 

$ 3 0 p e r h o u r 
• Practice or play world famous courses! 
• Pinehurst 
* Pebble Beach and more! 
Use the house clubs or bring your own 

* Lockers available for storage 

G o l f P r o S h o p 

C o m i n g S o o n ! 

i 1 H o u r o f 

i G o l f P l a y 
' 1 coupon per customer per visit 
L b mm mm mm m • w b i b i b i b i J 

F o r y o u r d i n i n g p l e a s u r e . . . 

E n t r e e s S e a f o o d 

H O R S E S H O E S 

$ 2 0 p e r h o u r 

p e r c o u r t 
• Use our horseshoes, bring 
your own, or buy them here! 

• Pits are sanctioned by the 
National Horseshoe Pitching 
Association (NHPH) 

L E A G U E S 

N o w F o r m i n g ! 
^ 

i 
$ 1 0 ° ° O F F 

1 H o u r o f ! 

H o r s e s h o e 

P l a y 
L mm? mOP—V ̂ J ^ ^ ^ j j t f ^ ^ J 

A l l d i n n e r s s e r v e d w i t h s o u p , s a l a d o r 

c o l e s l a w , a n d c h o i c e o f p o t a t o . 

1 6 o z . N e w Y o r k S t r i p * 

1 2 o z . N e w Y o r k S t r i p * 

2 0 o z . P o r t e r h o u s e * 

R l b l e t D i n n e r 

S t e a k K a b o b s * 

P o r k C h o p D i n n e r 

B o n e l e s s C h i c k e n 
B r e a s t D i n n e r 

P a s t a 
A l l p a s t a d i s h e s s e r v e d w i t h g a r l i c b r e a d 

a n d y o u r c h o i c e o f s o u p o r s a l a d . 

R a v i o l i 

B a k e d M o s t a c c i o l i 

F e t t u c i n i A l f r e d o 

C h i c k e n P a r m e s a n 

G a r l i c S h r i m p 

F e t t u c i n i A l f r e d o 

L i n g u i n i 

S e a f o o d d i n n e r s s e r v e d w i t h s o u p , s a l a d o r 

c o l e c l a w , a n d c h o i c e o f p o t a t o . 

L a k e P e r c h D i n n e r 

F i s h & C h i p s 

S h r i m p D i n n e r 

M e x i c a n 
S e r v e d w i t h M e x i c a n r i c e , r e f r i e d b e a n s , a n d 

a b a s k e t o f c h i p s a n d s a l s a . 

F a j i t a s * - C h i c k e n o r S t e a k 

S o f t T a c o s * - C h i c k e n o r S t e a k 

S t e a k & C h e e s e 

E n c h i l a d a * 

P l u s a H u g e S e l e c t i o n o f 

A p p e t i z e r s , S a n d w i c h e s , 

S u b , B u r g e r s , S o u p s a n d C h i l i ! 

S a l a d s 

C a e s a r S a l a d 

G r e e k S a l a d 

S i d e S a l a d 

C h e f S a l a d 

A n t i p a s t a S a l a d 

S i d e S l a w 

1 7 1 

S u n d a y s 

B l u e s N i g h t 

Detroit's Hottest Blues Bands 
Different Featured Band Every Sunday 

T u e s d a y s I L T h u r s d a y s 

Live Classic New Age Rock 
B l a c k b e r r y B r a n d y 

X - F a c t o r 

$3.00 Cover 

F r i d a y 

S a t u r d a y 

D a n c i n g 

With our DJ at 9:00 pm 

http://www.liometowniife.com
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BALANCES OF $10,000 OR HIGHER 

F D I C i n s u r e d . 

E a r n m o r e i n t e r e s t . 

N o w y o u h a v e a s m a r t s a v i n g s o p t i o n t h a t h e l p s y o u g e t t h e m o s t o u t o f 

y o u r m o n e y , w i t h t h e s e c u r i t y o f a b a n k y o u c a n t r u s t W i t h o u r n e w H i g h 

Y i e l d S a v i n g s A c c o u n t , y o u a l w a y s k n o w y o u r m o n e y is w o r k i n g h a r d f o r 

y o u . S o i f q u a l i t y r e t u r n s a n d a d d e d p e a c e o f m i n d a r e w h a t y o u ' v e b e e n 

l o o k i n g for , y o u c a n s t o p l o o k i n g . C a l l 1 - 8 7 

o r f i n d y o u r f i t a t c h a r t e r o n e . c o m 

Not your typical bankf 

G r o w t h W o r k s l a u d s y o u n g 

p e o p l e , c o m m u n i t y s u p p o r t e r s 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Receiving academic awards for their efforts in obtaining their GED were, 
from left, Patrick Young, Anthony Tyler, Anton Mills, Nick Jadczak, Julius 
McCants, Theodore Storm, and Jo mi ah Washington during the Growth Works 
Recognition and Awards Dinner held Thursday night at the Fox Hilts Golf and 
Banquet Center in. Plymouth. 

Charter One Member FDIC. High Yield Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) based on collected balances tor new personal accounts: 3.50% APY for bafanees greater 
than $50,000,3.50% APY for balances of $10,000 to $49,999,1.00% APY for balances up to $9,999. Fees may reduce earnings. See a banker tor FDIC coverage amounts 
and transaction limitations. Accounts cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum opening deposit is required. Minimum transaction of $10,000 for 

withdrawals. Nonqualifying transaction fee of S25 each for any withdrawal under $10,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services subject to approval. APYs accurate 
as of publication date and may change before or after account opening. Personal accounts only. $5,000,000 maximum deposit per customer. Offer valid in Michigan only. 

This offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time. Charter One is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A. 

Receiving awards for their efforts in the Growth Works program were, from 
left, Stephanie Watt, James McCormick, Ashley Holland, Linda Langford,. 
and Marian Mikesell during the during the Growth Works Recognition and 
Awards Dinner held Thursday night at the Fox Hills Golf and Banquet Center 
in Plymouth. 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

They could have given up on 
themselves, but they didn't For 
their efforts, young men who 
earned their GEDs were among 
honorees Thursday at Growth 
Works' annual dinner. 

TYhat these young men have 
done is certainly commendable," 
said master of ceremonies Marc 
Smith as the honorees assembled 
in caps and gowns with Pomp 
and Circumstance playing in the 
background. 

Growth Works Inc., serving 
at-risk youth and their families 
in western Wayne Comity, held 
its 19th annual Recognition 
& Award Dinner Thursday, 
Feb. 21, at the Fox Hills Golf & 
Conference Center. The agency, 
providing services in the areas 
of juvenile justice and chemical 
dependency for more than 35 
years, celebrated the achieve­
ments of young people and their 
parents and community mem­
bers that have contributed to 
their success. 

Honoree Theodore Storm 
of Canton is now a student at 
Eastern Michigan University, 
while honoree Nick Jadczak will 
enroll in community college. 
Anthony Taylor of Livonia has 
been accepted at Delta College 
in Saginaw. "I want you to stay 
positive about what you started 
in these past few months," 
Growth Works executive direc­
tor Dale Yagiela told the young 
people. "What I see today is a lot 
of promise in you guys. There 
are going to be times when you 
get discouraged." 

Yagiela urged the young people 
to remember the Feb. 21 dinner 
and their recognition. 

Youth Program Recognition 
Awards were received by 
Stephanie Watt of Dearborn, 
Mariah Mikesell of Dearborn, 
Ashley Holland ofWestland, 
James McCormick ofWestland 
and Adam Vega of Beverly Hills 
for their special achievements 
and outstanding efforts over the 
past year. Linda Langford, whose 
child also receives services, was 
recognized for her commitment 
to change while participating in 
the parent program. 

Achievement Awards were pre­
sented to a number of youth who 
received their GEDs while partic­
ipating in agency programs. They 
include Patrick Young ofWixom, 
Jomiah Washington of RedforrJ, 
Anton Mills ofWestland, 
Theodore Storm of Canton, Julius 
McCants of Shreveport, La., 
Anthony Tyler of Livonia and Nick 
Jadczak of Redford. 

WestLand resident Holland 
was lauded for her cormnitinent 
to recovery. She was brought to 
Growth Works by her grand­
mother in October 2005, and later 
began to make recovery apriority. 
Holland's made good peer choices, 
attends A A and has a good rela­
tionship with her grandmother. 
McCormick, also a Westtand 
resident, was cited for helping oth­
ers in his unit and his dedication 
to treatment. He's been accepted 
at Delta College. "I just want to 
thank Growth Works for always 
supporting me," said McCormick, 
who also thanked his group. 

GWI board member Tom 
Fielder, former mayor of 
Belleville, received a Community 
Award for his efforts aimed at 
improving the lives of young 
people. Fellow board member Bill 
Ventola of Plymouth was hon­
ored for his role as chair of the 
Growth Works golf outing for the 
past 10 years. Master of ceremo­
nies Smith also took a moment 
in remembrance of Charles 
"Chuck" Allegrina, a longtime 
board member and supporter of 
Growth Works, who died last fell. 

Outgoing board member 
Rita Lowenstein of Plymouth 
Township was also recognized. 
Yagiela thanked the board mem­
bers, noting their significant 
involvement. "They come because 
they have their hearts in it," he 
said of the board members and 
their expertise. "They keep us 
honest and they keep us on the 
straight and narrow." 

Yagiela also thanked part­
ners including the Conference 
ofWestern Wayne, Southeast 
Michigan Community Alliance, 
which helps with residential 
care for drug treatment, and 
Wolverine Human Services. 

"We have a great staff, a great 
staff?' Yagiela said. T m very proud 
of all ofyou." Tough economic 
times have made staffers' jobs even 
more challenging, he added. 

For further information about 
Growth Works, Inc., call (734) 
455-4095 or visit www.growth-
works.org. 

http://www.liometownlife.com
http://atcharterone.com
http://www.growth-
http://works.org
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r a d u a l c h a n g e f o r a C u b a w i t h o u t F i d e l 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 
STAFF WRITER 

On Tuesday, an ailing Fidel 
Castro, 81, resigned as presi­
dent of Cuba, ending almost 
50 years as leader of the 
Caribbean island communist 
country. Today, the Cuban par­
liament will select a new lead­
er, probably Castro's brother 
Raoul, 76, who has been acting 
as president since Castro fell i l l 
in 2006. 

Photographer Jack Kenny, 
the owner of Quicksilver Photo 
Service in Plymouth who has 
traveled to Cuba more than 40 
times in the last decade, said 
Wednesday that any changes 
in the government would be 
gradual. 

"A year and a half ago, Raoul 
took over as acting president. 
In that time he has talked 
about changing to the China -
model, which is free-market 
communism, a contradictory 
term, but that's what China 
does and we know what we do 
with China, our number one 
trading partner," said Kenny, 
63, who lives in Ann Arbor. 

Kenny said it is possible that 
Raoul may move back to his 
position as leader of the mili­
tary, opening the way for coun­
cil vice president Carlos Lage, 
56, to move into the political 
leadership. 

"Lage is a good choice and 
we'll know more on Sunday," 
Kenny said. "If Raoul is the 
leader of the country, I think 
you'll see some changes. But 
you won't see anything on this 
side of the border. I don't think 
he'll do anything drastic. But 
he's talking about opening up 
travel for the Cuban people, 
where they have freedom to 
come and go, which they don't 
have now, and expanding prir 
vate businesses, which they've 
been doing since the 1990s." 

IN LOVE WITH CUBA 
Kenny's love affair with Cuba 

began in 1996, when he was 
invited to accompany some 
friends who were shooting a 
documentary. On that trip, he 
met Roberto Salas, a noted 
photographer who has worked 
with Fidel Castro since 1959-

'1 met him the second day I 
was there, became fast friends, 
brought some of his pictures 
back. A l l my friends loved 
them, all my revolutionary 
friends," Kenny said. "They said 
'I want to get some of those.' So 
I started a little enterprise to 
bring back art and photogra­
phy and went three more times 
that year." 

Kenny's Quicksilver office is 
decorated with dramatic, icon­
ic photos by Cuban photogra­
phers of boxing champ Rocky 
Marciano, Ernest Hemingway, 
Ernesto "Che" Guevara, Fidel 
Castro and Havana street 
scenes. 

"When I first went, the ques­
tions were, 'Aren't you afraid 
to go? Don't you know you'll 
be followed everywhere? Don't 
you think it wi l l be dangerous?' 
So I went," he said. "When I 
got there, it was the complete 
opposite of all the impressions 
given to me. Not having stud­
ied Cuba particularly, it was 
180. It was presented as a small 
island with a dark cloud over 
it, military oppression. When 
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Jack Kenny, photographer and owner 
of Quicksilver Photo Services in 
Plymouth. 

I got there it was a vital place, 
lots of art and culture." 

Kenny, who began taking 
photographs when he was serv­
ing in the army in Vietnam in . 
1967, said Cuba was an enigma 
to him. It had good educational 
and health care systems, but 
the people lived in poverty. He 
said some of that is the result 
of U.S. policies, but some the 
result of Cuban government 
actions. 

"They are educated, healthy 
people with no economic 
opportunities. The average 
wage is $20 a month," he said. 
"But the people were inviting, 
open, gregarious. As I walked 
around with my camera, I 
would be invited into people's 
houses, invited for a cup of cof­
fee and I didn't speak Spanish 
at the time." 

He began taking pictures 
of Havana street scenes and 
scenes from the countryside. 
He created a Web site, www. 
cuba-photo.com, to sell his 
photos and photos by noted 
Cuban photographers. In 
2005, he published a coffee 
table book of black and white 
photos, Cuba (available from 
Corazon Press at www.cora-
zonpress.com). 

"In 1933, Walker Evans went 
to Cuba on assignment and did 
street photography in Cuba 

and that book has inspired me," 
Kenny said. "What I have tried 
to do is update what he did in 
the '30s. Several of these pho-̂  
tos could be picked up arid put 
into his book and you wouldn't 
notice the difference." 

Kenny also met and fell in 
love with a Cuban woman. 
In May 2006, he married 
Niurka Sanchez Cutino. Last 
November, Cutino and her 
13-year-old son moved to 
Michigan from Havana and 
experienced their first snow­
fal l 

Kenny said he hasn't 
been bothered by the State 
Department about his travels. 
He flies from Toronto under a 
general license as a publisher. 

Cuba is a complex problem 
for the United States, which is 
home to a large Cuban expa­
triate community in Florida. 
They have been strong vocal. 
critics of Castro. 

"The problem with the expa­

triates is that the core group 
left 45 years ago," Kenny said. 
"They are very disconnected 
from the country. I've talked 
to some who don't even know 
there was a highway built in 
the country 15 years ago. They 
are largely a white population, 
not representative of Cuba and 
people in Cuba do not respect 
them or want them back." 

Kenny said the U.S. made 
a mistake in not opening up 
Cuba long ago. 

"Fidel gets all of this power 
from the embargo. He blames 
all of his economic woes on 
the embargo. Most are self-
inflicted, but some are from 
the embargo,'" Kenny said. 

Kenny is also critical of the 
"One Foot on Dry Land" policy, 
that allows any Cuban who 
reaches U.S. soil to remain. He 
called the policy "propaganda." 

hgallagher@hometownlife.com 
(T34)953:2149 
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JACK KENNY 
A wedding in Havana. 
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