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Oakwood submits initial plans for site 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

STAFF WRITER 

Oakwood is on to round 
three in its quest to build a 
hospital in the township. . 

Having been hugely 
criticized twice in its 
attempts to build a facil­
ity on the northwest corner 
of Beck and Geddes, the 
Dearborn-based health care 
system has apparently lis­
tened to suggestions that it 
build on or near Michigan 
Avenue. ^ 

Canton Community, 
Planner Jeff Goulet said 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
We want to know your thoughts 
about the location where 
Oakwood is proposing a medical 
campus. Either e-mail editor Kurt 
Kuban at kkuban@hometownfife. 
com or post a comment on our 
Web site at www.hometownlife. 
com. 

Oakwood has submitted a 
preliminary planned devel­
opment district request for 
a parcel of land on the west 
side of Beck Road north of 

Michigan Avenue. 
"They submitted it last 

week," he said Wednesday. 
The property is zoned 

industrial and was intended 
for warehouses. 

Two warehouses sit south 
of the possible site for the 
hospital. 

The Beck Road land is less 
than a mile south of where 
Oakwood previously sug­
gesting building a state-of-
the-art medical center. 

In late 2006, Oakwood 
presented its proposal 
to the Canton Planning 
Commission but faced sharp 

criticism from hundreds of 
homeowners adjacent to the 
88-acre property. The health 
care provider then tabled 
the proposal and altered it 
in an effort to accommodate 
residents. 

When Oakwood went 
before the commission again 
in April, the request was 
denied. 

Goulet said township 
officials are reviewing 
Oakwood's submitted docu­
ments. 

Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack said he plans to back 
the proposal. 
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The proposed hospital is on Beck Road, south of Geddes and north of 
Michigan Avenue, (ess than a mile south of a parcel Oakwood wanted to build 
on last year. 

"I'll be an unabashed sup- not available for comment, 
porter this time," he said. 

Paula Rivera-Kerr, ilparks@hometownlife.com 
Oakwood spokeswoman, was (734) 459-2700 

Hip-hop artist Eric Kim raps. 

A t i m e 
t o s h i n e 

Talent show 
allows students 
to show growth 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

For most of the first eight 
years of the Building Bridges 
Therapy Center's annual 
"Twinkle Twinkle Little Stars" 
talent show, Casey Orr was a 
participant. 

As she celebrated her 17th 
birthday last Saturday, she had 
graduated to valuable helper 
for the ninth annual show at 

Geneva Presbyterian Church in 
Canton. " 

To paraphrase an old com­
mercial, Casey has come a long 
way, baby. 

"She looks forward to it 
every year, and she's made 
great friendships," said proud 
mom Sue Orr. "Casey has made 
great strides over the years. 
She could barely talk when she 
started, and now she can carry 
on a conversation." 

Building Bridges (for­
merly Speech, Language and 
Sensory-Motor Systems Inc.) 
is a Plymouth Township-based 
therapy center specializing in 
.working with special needs stu­
dents. The annual talent show 
is a vehicle for those students 
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Arianna Bickle of Joanne's Dance Extension and ballet dancer Kylie Diluvio 
perform during Saturday's Building Bridges talent show. 

to display the things they've 
learned over the course of the 
year. 

The number of participants 
was down this year — some 15 
youngsters signed up, although 
a few missed the event due to 
illness — but the show went on, 
and went on well. 

More importantly, for those 

who took part, it was their 
chance to step out of their com­
fort zone and shine, accord­
ing to co-owner Stephanie 
Naberhaus. 

"The numbers were down, 
but we were still very happy 
with it," Naberhaus said. "What 

Please see TALENT, A4 

O&E moms site is moving: Come join us on the Web 
Looking for a new pediatri­

cian in your neighborhood? Fed 
up with your tween's instant 
messaging? Or are you trying 
to find the best place to teach 
your teen to parallel park? 

MotorCityMoms.com is the 
place for you! 

Through a new partnership 
with the Detroit Free Press, 

the Observer &Mccentric 
Newspapers are joining efforts 
to bring this Web site to you. 
" You'll find all sorts of great 
things to do in your commu­
nity, plenty to talk about and 

you'll meet other women just 
like you in the area. Plus, we've 
got lots of contests and promo­
tions to offer up. Right now, 
we're, giving away tickets to 
High School Musical On Ice at 

The Palace of Auburn Hills. 
Socheck us out, and let me 

know what you think of our 
growing community. 

See you online! 

- Kristen Jordan Shamus is editor 
of MotorCityMoms.com. She can be 
reached at (313) 222-5997 orksha-
mus@MotorCityMoms.com. 

Man accused in 
burning of girl 
headed to trial 

B Y K U R T K U B A N 
STAFF WRITER 

District Court Judge 
Mike Gerou ordered Willis 
Jacob Adams bound over 
for trial on child abuse 
charges Friday, after prose­
cutors provided compelling 
evidence that he put his 
live-in girlfriend's 3-year-
old daughter into a scalding 
hot bath and burned her. 

The most damning evi­
dence was the testimony 
given by the girl's 8-year-
old sister, who was home 
at the time the burns 
occurred, which was some­
time in early January. 
According to the sister, 
Adams put the girl in the 
bath after she had soiled 
her pants because of a case 
of diarrhea. 

"She was fussing and 
splashing," the third-grader 

Adams 

said about 
her sister. 
"She was 
crying loud-

The girl's 
testimony 
also con­
tradicted 
statements 

that Adams and the girl's 
mother, Ann Plass, pro­
vided to police and doctors 
at University of Michigan 
Hospital, where they took 
their daughter several 
weeks after she suffered 
the burns only after Child 
Protective Services visited 
the home and told them to 
do so. Adams allegedly told 
doctors and police that the 
girl got into the bath by 
herself and never cried. 

The sister also testified 

Please see TRIAL, A 6 
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Around the world 
China and Vietnam are just two of the countries being showcased at a 
cultural fair at St Mary Catholic School in Wayne today (Feb. 17). Student 
Colleen Verla of Canton holds the papier-mache head her mother made 
for the eight-foot long Chinese dragon that kindergartners are showing 
off during the fair. Parents of prospective students are invited to visit 
the school until 1:30 p.m., located on Michigan Avenue east of Wayne 
Road in Wayne. 
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Relay for Life kick-off 

The American Cancer 
Society invites'everyone in 
the Canton community to 
celebrate cancer survivor­
ship, remember'loved ones 
lost and fight back against 
cancer at this year's Relay For 
Life event. Canton residents 
will kick off the 10th annual 
American Cancer Society 
Relay For Life of Canton on 
Thursday, Feb. 28, at 6:30 
p.m. at Emagine Theater, 
39535 Ford Road, Canton. 

Residents are invited to 
attend the kick-off celebration 
to learn more about Relay For 
Life and how they can become 
part of an exciting overnight 
event that can lead to a cure 
for cancer. 

Relay For Life is the 
Society's signature event, ded­
icated to increasing aware­
ness and raising funds to 
fight cancer. Teams of family, 
friends and co-workers camp 
out overnight, taking turns 
walking the ,track. 

Donations can be made to 
this local Relay For Life event 
by visiting www.relayforlife. 
org. Community members 
can also start or join a team 
by following the links to our 
local Relay event on www. 
relayforlife.org. 

The Relay For Life of 
Canton will take place on 
May 17-18 at Heritage Park. 
For more information on how 
you can get involved or about 
the kick-off event, contact 
Jamie Chapman at (248) 663-
3419 or jamie.chapman@ 
cancer.org. 

Charity hockey game 
On Saturday, Feb. 23, the 

Canton firefighters will take 
on the coaches from the 
Canton Amateur Hockey 
Association in a charity hock­
ey game. Game time for this 
third annual event is 7 p-m.,. 
at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena 
in Canton. Admission is just 
$2, with all proceeds going 
to the Canton Firefighter's 
Charity Foundation. 

Symphony Society 
benefit 

The Plymouth Canton 
Symphony Society will pres­
ent a special benefit con- . 
cert, "A Beatles Blast!", on 
Thursday, Feb. 21 at 8 p.m. at 
the historic Penn Theatre in 
downtown Plymouth. 

A substantial ensemble 
of PSO musicians ~ with 
the newly-minted moniker 
"Friends of the Plymouth of 

Symphony Orchestra" -- are 
donating their services to 
help support the numerous 
music education programs the 
PCSS brings to the Plymouth, 
Canton and Northville com­
munities. The show will fea­
ture classic rock & roll, sym­
phonic style, featuring plenty 
of "Fab Four" songs - plus 
much loved tunes by Simon 
& Garfunkel, the Beach Boys, 
Barry Manilow, and Billy 
Joel. 

New Liberty Bank and 
Lotus Arts Gallery will be 
hosting a pre-concert cocktail 
party at Lotus Arts Gallery at 
6:30-7:30 p.m. The purchase 
of a ticket also automatically 
enters patrons for a chance to 
win a collection of valuable 
CD box sets of the featured 
musicians and a $500 savings 
bond from New Liberty Bank. 
, Tickets are $100 per per­
son, with a 10-percent dis­
count for groups of eight or 
more, and are tax deductible 
due to the donation of servic­
es. Tickets may be purchased 
by contacting the Plymouth 
Canton Symphony Society 
office by phone at (734) 
451-2112, by visiting www. 
plymouthsymphony.org, or in 
person at 470 Forest Avenue, 
Suite 18, Plymouth. . 

Saberette kids clinic 
The Plymouth High 

Saberette are looking for 
participants in a Kid's Oinic 
Performance at the Saberette 
Variety Show at the Salem 
Auditorium. Rehearsal for all 
age groups will take place at 
6 p.m., Feb. 21 at the Salem 
Auditorium. 

The Beginner and 
Intermediate performance 
(grades K-3, grades 4-6) will 
take place at 7 p.m., Feb. 22. 

' The Advanced performance 
will take place at 7 p.m., Feb. 
23, 

Performance outfits include 
pom T-shirts, black shorts 
and poms. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 459-6460. 
Rotary award ceremony 

On Feb. 25 the Canton 
Rotary Club will present 
their first annual Community 
Service Award to a member of 
the Canton Community who 
exemplifies the Rotary ideal 
of "Service Above Self". The 
public is invited to attend the 
noon ceremony at Carraba's 
restaurant located at 1900 
N. Haggerty Road in Canton. 
Lunch will be served. 

The Canton Rotary works 
to serve members of the local, 
national, and international 
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communities through chari­
table and humanitarian proj­
ects, and to promote peace 
and understanding within 
local and international com­
munities. With this award 
the Canton Rotary Club will 
.recognize a member of the 
Canton Community whose 
goals and selfless service are 
similar to that of the Rotary 
Community. 

Anyone planning to attend 
the ceremony or interested in 
learning more about Rotary 
should contact President 
Susan Kowalski at (734) 968-
1436, or Membership Chair 
Lisa Kennedy at (734) 454-
4058. 

Marching band seeking 
members 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Marching Band, named 
Bands of America Regional 
Champions for 2007 and 
a BOA Finalist at Grand 
Nationals in Indianapolis, is 
hosting a series of informa­
tional meetings for students 
and parents who are inter­
ested in joining the 2008 
Marching Band program. 

The meeting is designed for 
incoming 8th graders, but is 
open to any high school stu­
dent. Interested students will 
spend time with the exist­
ing marchers, while parents 
listen to a presentation by 
the Plymouth Canton Music 
Boosters on how 8th grad­
ers can become a member of 
the award-winning marching 
band for the 2008 summer/ 
fall season. 

Parents and students are 
asked to attend the Open 
House meeting at 7 p.m., 
Feb. 19 in the Plymouth High 
School band room. 

For more information, con­
tact Marc Whitlock, director 
of bands, at (734) 582-5666. 

Calling all a r t i s t s 
The Village Theater at 

Cherry Hill is now accepting 
proposals for the 2009 exhibi­
tion season. The deadline for 
submission is March 31. The 
theater is interested in exhib­
iting both local and regional 
artists in all medias of art­
work. 

On average, more than 
5,000 individuals visit the 
theater each month. The 
Village Theater is a. -venue 
that comfortably showcases 
established, as well as emerg­
ing artists that have been rec­
ognized for their exceptional 
talent. 

Artists must submit slides 
or high quality digital images, 
contact information, current 
resume/biography, an artist 
statement, and availability. 

The Village Theater at 
Cherry Hill is located in 
Cherry Hill Village on the 
corner of Cherry Hill and 
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C o n s u m e r E x p o 
The Canton Chamber of Commerce and Canton Downtown Development Authority will present the biannual Consumer 
Expo Feb. 21 from 5-7:30 p.m. at Summit on the Park in the Grand Ballroom. The event is held twice annually in 
February and October, and features more than 60 businesses from the community who display their products 
and services to the public. Participating businesses include banks, insurance, travel agents, pet services, carpet 
cleaning, and many more. Each vendor gives away a door prize, admission is free. The event is being sponsored by 
Canton Computers and Martha M. Snow, attorney, Xuereb Snow PC. 

Ridge roads. Deliver your 
submissions to the theater 
or e-mail your submissions 
to villagetheater@canton-
mi.org. 

For more information on 
the 2009 exhibition season, 
visit canton-mi.org/villageth-
eater or call (734) 394-5460. 

LaJoy hours 
Due to the Van Buren 

Township offices being closed 
for Presidents Day, state Rep. 
Phil La Joy's office hours have 
been moved to the Big Boy 
located at 10705 Belleville 
Road in Belleville. LaJoy will 
be at the Big Boy on ̂ londay, 
Feb. 18, from 3:30-5 p.m. to 
meet with constituents. 

An appointment is not nec­
essary. Residents unable to 
meet LaJoy during the sched­
uled office hours can contact 
his Lansing office toll free 
at 866-LAJOY21 or through 
e-mail at phillajoy@house. 
mi.gov to make an appoint­
ment. 

Hall of Fame 

Nomination forms for 
Canton's Hall of Fame, 
Community Supporter and 
Community Achiever awards 
are now available at the 
Canton supervisor's office, 
the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce and on Canton's 
Web site, www.canton-mi.org. 
Completed forms are due 
back to the supervisor's office 
no later than Friday, Feb. 22. 

The Canton Hall of Fame 

recognizes those individuals 
who have made a long-time, 
long-lasting contribution to 
the Canton community. The 
Community Achiever award 
recognizes those individu­
als who brought attention to 
Canton as a result of a special 
or outstanding achievement 
in 2007 and the Community 
Supporter Award recognizes 
those individuals or groups 
who continue to make a 
regular contribution to the 
community. These contribu­
tions or achievements cannot 
be a result of the individual's 
employment. 

The reception honoring the 
recipients will be held April 
13 at the Summit on the Park. 
For more information, please 
call (734) 394-5188. 

Newcomers bingo night 
The Canton Newcomers will 

host Bingo Night, with prizes 
donated by local businesses, 
dinner samples by Entree 
Vous of panton, dessert by 
Back H |me Bakery, a raffle to 
benefit a local charity, and an 
opportunity to sign up for 20-
plus activities for the entire 
family, at their adult general 
meeting, Wednesday March 
5. 

The club's own "March 
Madness" starts at-7:15 p.m. 
at the Sunflower Clubhouse, 
at 45800 Hanford, west of 
Canton Center. Visitors are 
welcome. 

Request a complimentary 
newsletter at www.canton-
newcomers.org of this social, 
civic and charitable organiza-

Save on Your 2007 Income Tax Preparation 
-Includes preparation of: 

Federal Form 1040 
Schedule A 
Schedule B 
State Form 1040 

-Regular Tax Preparation cost $250 
-For First Time Customers Only 
-Call Schultz & Associates today to 

set up an appointment 
Offer expires 03/30/08 

Jeffrey W. Schultz, CPA 

• I n d i v i d u a l & B u s i n e s s T a x 
/ P r e p a r a t i o n & P l a n n i n g 
/ A c c o u n t i n g & B o o k k e e p i n g 
/ E s t a t e , T r u s t & E l d e r P l a n n i n g 

S C H U L T Z 
& A S S O C I A T E S , 

Certified Public Accountants 

7 3 4 . 3 5 4 . 2 3 8 0 
496 W. Ann Arbor Tr. • Ste, 205 

Plymouth, Ml 48170 

tion or call Donna at (734) 
398-6487 with questions 
before the meeting. You don't 
have to be "New" to be a 
Newcomer. 

Mom-2-Mom sale 
In anticipation of their 

upcoming Mom 2 Mom Sale, 
the Canton Newcomers, a 
social, civic and charitable 
organization, invites table 
renters to sell new and gen­
tly used maternity, baby and 
child items including furni­
ture and larger play equip­
ment. The sale will be held 
on Saturday April 5, at the 
Summit on the Park from 
8:30 a.m. -1 p.m. For more 
information, please visit can-
tonnewcomers.org or e-mail 
amybrody@comcast.net. 

Tonda scholarships 
The Tonda Elementary 

School Scholarship 
Committee is accepting appli­
cations and essays from now 
until April 9. 

Qualified applicants must 
have attended Tonda for at 
least three years, have a GPA 
of 3:25 or better and have 
been accepted into an accred­
ited college, university or 
trade school. Two letters of 
reference from a non-family 
member as well as transcripts 
must also be submitted. 

Applicants will submit an 
essay entitled "Qualities of a 
Peaceful School." 

Applications and further 
rules may be obtained at 
Plymouth, Salem, and Canton 
High School, or at Tonda 
Elementary School. 

K N O W T H E S C O R E 

c h e c k o u t t h e n u m b e r s i n 

S e c t i o n 

An exception.)! Iiomr-hhr ^Mnu lot At tiw Ah'it 
Memory Impaired, Frail/Recovering and Alzheimer's reside wis 

-24 Hour Professional Staffing 
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
-On Call Nurse Practitioner 
-Planned Activities 

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 
-Medication Management 
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
-Incontinence Management 
-Beauty & Barber Shop 

C A N T O N 

8121 Lilley, Located between Joy & Warren Roads 
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CANTON CINEMA 
, TldMKtoskSc Tickets OnBrw 

UALITY 
THEATERS 

www.SQTI.com 
734-844-FILM 

DETROIT'S BEST 
M O V I E D E A L 

ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 

ALL STADIUM SEATING 

BIG SCREENS 
ALL SEATS 
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4 . 0 0 
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© No passes 
SHOWTIMES 2/15 - 2/21 

O JUMPER (PG-13) 
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© DEFINITELY, MAYBE (PG-13) 
11:00,1:40, 4:20,7:00,9:40 
© WELCOME HOME ROSCOE 

JENKINS (PG-13) 
11:20,1:55,4:40,7:15,9:50 
THERE WILL BE BLOOD ,H) 
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O THE EYE (PG-13) 
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JUNO (PG-13) 
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Dr. Jeffrey Mendelson enters the operating room where the patient is prepared for knee 
replacement surgery. He carries the patient's x-rays and other medical records. 

operating room 
Teamwork, advances awe 
visitors to St. Mary Mercy 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

June Mathews, a surgical technician, adjusts the lighting for surgery. 

BY ALEX LUNDBERG 
STAFF WRITER 

Caterers and legislator*s aides, CEOs 
and correspondents got a firsthand 
look, and a very dose one at that, at how 
a hospital operating room really runs 
Tuesday morning in the Healthcare 
Partnership Program at St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital 

Volunteers got to shadow doctors that 
morning, watching them perform vari­
ous procedures, as part of a program 
designed to educate people about the 
inner workings of the most private of 
public buildings. 

Jennifer Kennedy, marketing and 
public relations manager, said the 
program, launched in 2001, is there to 
inform. 

"We want to educate the community 
about what we do" she said. "Not every­
one gets to see so far inside the hospi­
tal. We're trying to encourage a dialog 
between the community and the hospi­
tal, to show off our resources." 
* In one of the hospital's operating 
rooms, Dr. Jeffrey Mendelson discussed 
the generalities of joint replacement 
surgery while replacing a hip and a knee. 
The procedures are necessarily violent 
— even elderly bones are hard — but the 
conditions the procedures are designed 
to alleviate are no less brutal. 

"Over time, cartilage erodes and bone 
starts rubbing against hone," he said. "It's 

THERE'S MORE ONLINE: 
For more images, some of (twin graphic, from Sie opt 

afing room, visit wwwJwmetownlifexom. 

Physician's assistant Lisa Hypnar scrubs 
before knee replacement surgery. 

painful.3' 
Osteoarthritis, the loss of cartilage 

due to wear, is something that virtually 
everyone will face given a long enough 
life. No one knows what causes it 

"All of the treatments are based on 
replacement," Mendelson said. "We don't 
know how to prevent it Inflammatory 
arthritis, like rheumatoid or lupus, can 
be managed. It's a miracle, the alteration 

chnician June Mathews hands a drill to Dr. Jeffrey Mendelson, as he and physician's assistant Lisa Hypnar fit a knee replacement 
ient at St. Mary Mercy Hospital. 

in those conditions. Those diseases are to be walking in the afternoon. being repaired. 
extremely well-controlled." Livonian Ron Reinke, a former parks "They were pouring cement into the 

The process of removing a natural •• superintendent with the city, also took vertebrae," he said. "It reminded me of 
joint and replacing it with a construction part in the program and visited the hos- people working construction, pouring 
of titanium and plastic has become fairiy pital's cardiology department. He was concrete into a pillar. It was amazing, 
routine, a near one-hour process. The floored by the abilities he saw on display, they were doing it by monitor." 
plastics are new, the machining ofthe "The skill the doctor possessed to run Since the inception of the program in 
parts is extremely fine and the replace- a wire from the patient's leg to view and 2001,110 participants have visited die 
ment parts can be expected to last for eliminate a blockage was amazing," he hospital. The program is offered three 
the life of the patient said. "I was also impressed by the team- timesayear. 

What's amazing, given all of the work work of the team the doctor had around 
that is done with drills, saws and ham- him.5' aiunrJberg@hometownlife.com 
mers, is that the patients were expected Chico Rodriguez saw'a man's back (734)953-2109 

i n t r o d u c i n g Fit It's banking that tits 

l i f e , not the other w a y around. It fits 

your busy day, fits with the times, 

helps y o u get f i n a n c i a l l y fit. Let u: 

you find your fit Call 1-877-CHA 

>r a Fit 

charterone.com 

your 

into 

>r It 

help 

Not your typical bank? 

Member FDIC. Charier One is a division of RBS Citizens, NA 

W e s t l a w n C e m e t e r y 

S 5 0 0 O f f 
M a u s o l e u m 

S p a c e s 

or $250 off 
1 Mausoleum 

Space 

*Ask about our 
Private Mausoleum 

* Open M o n - F r i 9-5 • Gal l 734-722-2530* 
31472 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 

— — : — " 1 
|~| Yes! I would like more information and a personal pre-planning guide, j 
Name . 
Address J 
City : 1 
Phone ! I 

Please send to: 31472 Michigan Ave., Wayne, M l 48184 | 
734-722-2530 _ j 

F R E E D i a b e t e s E d u c a t i o n a l C l a s s 
Supported by Roche Diagnostics, the maker of ACCU-CHEK® products 

Key Learnings 
• Effects of food, activity, medicine, 

stress & exercise 
• Hypoglycemia and Hyperglycemia 
• Pattern management 
• Record keeping 

Plus a FREE educational gift and your choice 
of a FREE ACCii-CHEK blood glucose 
monitoring system * 

Speaker-Sharon Goodsell, MEd, RN, CDE 

Wednesday, March 5th • Two 90-minute Sessions: 2:30 & 6:30 pm 
Garden City Hospital • 6245 Inkster Road 
in the Lower Level of the Professional Building 

RSVP by Friday, February 29th 
www.healtiiydiabeteshabits.com or call 
866.273.5461 
Snacks wilf be provided 
Children under age 13 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

. 0608536840 
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Oakwood, Meijer store talekt 
on planning agenda 
Canton Planning 
Commission 

Canton's Planning 
Commission will meet on 
Monday, Feb. 18, at 7 p.m. 
on the first floor of Canton's 
Administration Building. Items 
on the agenda include: 

SITE PLANS 
• Hindu Temple rebuild: 

Consider site plan and special 
land use for a religious institu­
tion. Property is located south 
of Cherry Hill Road and west 
of Canton Center Road. Item 
was tabled Dec. 3. 

• St. Joseph Mercy Health 
Center expansion: Consider 
site plan approval. Property is 
located west of Canton Center . 
Road and north of Summit 
Boulevard. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
• Kirco Business Park: 

Consider special land use for 
a medical office. Property is 
located east of Haggerty Road 
and north of Ford Road. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Schoolhouse Montessori 

Academy: Refer review of site 
plan to staff. Property is locat­
ed east of Haggerty Road and 
north of Palmer Road. 

• Canton Corners Shopping 
Center addition: Refer review 
of site plan developer instigat-
edrevisions to staff. Property 

is located south of Ford Road 
and west of Lilley Road. 

• Comerica Bank addi­
tion: Refer review of site plan 
to staff. Property is located 
north of Ford Road and west of 
Sheldon Road. 

• Oakwood Canton Medical 
Campus planned develop­
ment: Refer review of prelimi­
nary PDD to staff. Property 
is located on the west side of 
Beck Road, north of Michigan 
Avenue. 

• Michigan Avenue 
Marketplance/Meijer planned 
development: Refer review 
of preliminary PDD to staff. 
Property is located north of 
Michigan Avenue between 
Sheldon and Lilley Roads. 

Van Buren Board of 
Education 

The Van Buren Schools 
Board of Education will hold 
a special meeting/work study 
session at 7 p-m., Feb. 18 at the 
district's administrative build­
ing, 555 W. Columbia Avenue, 
in Belleville. For more infor­
mation, call (734) 697-9123. 

Agenda items include: 
• Elementary boundary dis­

cussion 
• 2007-08 budget amend­

ment discussion 
• Strategic plan discussion 
• Board of Education feed­

back 

I liked was we had different 
acts. It's always fun when that 
happens." 

The show was choreo­
graphed largely by volunteer 
dancers from Joanne's Dance 
Extension in Canton. Those 
teens volunteer every year to 
spend time with the students, 
putting the musical and dance 
aspects of the show together. 

The girls volunteer an hour a 
week starting in October. 

"It's a good way for a high 
schooler to interact with 
younger kids," said Canton 
High School student Erika 
Martin of Canton, 16, who has 
done every show but the first. 
"The kids, seeing their smiling 
faces when they accomplish 
everything, is the best part." 

Naberhaus and her husband, 
Brad, were quick to point but 
the show — which features 
dancing, music and readings, 
in addition to a fashion show 
— couldn't go on without the 
sponsors. 

In addition to Joanne's 
Dance Extension, flowers are 
provided by Vanessa's Flowers, 
Gap Kids at Laurel Park Place 
in Livonia provides the clothes 
for the fashion show, Screened 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Jacob Endres, Joshua Kaydert and Ryan Tomaszycki sing 'I Know a Chicken' with a little help from music therapist 
Debbie Gombert (right) and student music therapist Julie Raphael. 

Images Inc. and C&M print­
ing take care of programs and 
T-shirts, and Kroger provides 
the food. 

They all combine to provide 
the opportunity for Building 
Bridges students to show how 

much they've grown. 
"Certain kids have no stage 

fright, but for other kids, get­
ting up on stage in front of 
people, even if they don't do 
anything, is a huge deal for 
them," Stephanie Naberhaus 

said. "It's neat to see. Some of 
the kids come year after year, 
so it's neat to see how the kids 
grow with it." 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
(734)459-2700 

School board set to make decision 
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BY TONY BRUSCAT0 
STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth-Canton 
Schools Board of Education is 
expected to make one of two 
decisions Tuesday night as it 
considers who will succeed Jim 
Ryan as superintendent. 

The board will decide wheth­
er either of the two finalists -
Paul Kadri, 42, the superinten­
dent of the Neshaminy school 
district in Langhorne, Pa., 
which consists of9,200 stu­
dents; or Craig Fiegel, 52, the 
superintendent of Evergreen 
Park Elementary School 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable 
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton. 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or 
calling the following: 

David Medley, ADA Coordinator 
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road 

Canton, MI 48188 
(734) 394-5260 

Publish: February 17 & 24,2008 
OE085S416l-2<25 

District 124 in Evergreen Park, 
111., which has 1,900 students 
- is worthy of further consider­
ation. 

If the board isn't impressed 
enough with either candidate, 
the second option would be to 
suspend the search and have 
interim superintendent Ken 
Jacobs continue in the posi­
tion until the board decides to 
reopen the search. 

"We still have some final 
things to do, including refer­
ence checks, before we make 
a final decision," said Judy 
Mardigian, board president. 
"The question is do we have 

someone to lead the district 
into the future, with finances 
and academics our biggest pri­
orities. 

"If the answer is 'no,'" she 
added, "we always have a Plan 
B, Ken Jacobs, who is very 
knowledgeable about the dis­
trict. I think we will be in good 
hands either way." 

The school board meets 
Tuesday at 7 p-m. at the E.J. 
McClendon Educational 
Center, 454 S. Harvey in 
Plymouth. 

tbruscato@homet6wnlife.com 
(734)459-2700 

C h t » o r f o r t h i B 
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MADONNA UNIVERSITY 
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Research Hospital 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
NOTICE OF HEARING 

ASSESSMENT BOARD OF REVIEW 
NOTICE OF HEARING given that the Plymouth Township Board 
of Review will meet on the following dates and times: 
Hearings are by appointment, please call 354-3269, between 8 am 
and 4:30 pm for an appointment. 
Tuesday, March 4 9 am - Noon Organizational Meeting 

2 pm - 5 pm Hearings by Appointment 
Monday, March 10 2 pm - 5 pm Hearings by Appointment 

6 pm - 9 pm Hearings by Appointment 
Wednesday, March 12 9 am - Noon Hearings by Appointment 

2 pm-5 pm Hearings by Appointment 
Saturday, March 15 9 am -11 am First Come - First Served 

Other hearing dates and times may be scheduled as needed. 

All persons protesting their assessment must complete petitions 
prior to appearing before the Board. A personal appearance is not 
required. Appeals by mail will be accepted if received by March 21, 
2008. 
The Board of Review will be held in the Board Meeting Room of 
Plymouth Township Hall, 9955 N. Haggerty Road, Plymouth, MI 
48170. 
Please come prepared as a ten (10) minute time limit before the 
Board of Review will be strictly adhered to. 
Publish: Pfebruary 14,17 & 21,2008 

O P E N H O U S E 
S a t , M a r c h 1 , 1 - 4 p . m . 

E x p l o r e o u r b a c h e l o r ' s a n d m a s t e r ' s p r o g r a m s 

M e e t o u r c a r i n g , e x p e r i e n c e d facul ty a n d staff 

L e a r n a b o u t f i n a n c i a l a i d a n d s c h o l a r s h i p s 

Tour c a m p u s 

A p p l y for a d m i s s i o n (fee w a i v e d ) 

Y O U R S U C C E S S : O U R G R E A T E S T A C H I E V E M E N T 

734-432-5339 • www.madonna.edu 

41 M A D O N N A 
UNIVERSITY 

L i v o n i a • O r c h a r d L a k e 
M a i n C a m p u s : 3 6 6 G 0 S c h o o l c r a f t R o a d • L i v o n i a , M l 4 8 1 5 0 

M o n e y M a n a g e m e n t 
a n d M o r t g a g e s : 

Real solutions seminar for homeowners in 
financially challenging times. 

Community Financial is committed to helping make your financial 
life easier. Please join us as we team with GreenPath Debt Solutions 

ana Plymouth Community United Way. 

Topics at this Free Seminar: 
• Protect y o u r h o m e • Create a s p e n d i n g p l a n 

• Find solutions 

Don't miss this opportunity to put yourself in control of your 
finances! Plus, you'll be able to set up individual appointments for 
free mortgage reviews, credit reviews and financial counseling. 

T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 6 t h • 6 : 3 0 - 8 : 0 0 p . m . 
P l y m o u t h D i s t r i c t L i b r a r y 

To reserve your seat, call Betty at (734) 453-6879 ext. 2 

United Way 

http://www.hometovfnlife.com
mailto:bkadrich@hometownlife.com
http://HOMETOWNLIFE.COM
mailto:tbruscato@homet6wnlife.com
http://www.madonna.edu
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Business views vary on stimulus money impact 
Retailers hope you'll come 
shopping with checks 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Local retailers have their 
eye on the rebate checks due to 
taxpayers this spring, although 
not all think they'll make a big 
difference. 

Kate Rosevear, owner of 
Carlson Wagonlit Travel in 
Plymouth, didn't expect a big 
rush the day after the presi­
dent's signature came through. 

"In truth, my business is 
doing fine," Rosevear said. "I 
had a good year last year. A lot 
of my colleagues had a good 
year." 

She gets a lot of baby 
boomers whose kids are now 
through college, meaning they 
have some disposable income. 
"They're young enough to 
travel," she said. 

Buyouts from local employ­
ers have also boosted the 

travel business for Rosevear 
and others. 

Talk of the rebates 
— expected by May and to 
range from $300 to $1,200 
— came up Thursday morning 
at Laurel Park Place in Livonia 
among mall walkers. 

"I'm going to buy a brand 
new TV if it's made in the 
United States," said Mel Karfis 
of Livonia, a retired construc­
tion ironworker. His wife 
noted few such TVs are now. 

Jack Morrison of Plymouth 
Township, retired from brick 
sales, had no immediate pur­
chases in mind. "Probably just 
put it in the bank, I guess," 
said Morrison, adding he 
doesn't know how much he'll 
get. "I think maybe I'll pay my 
income tax." 

Over at Bill Brown Ford 
in Livonia, sales manager 
Mike Schrieber was pleased. 

"Business is pretty good," 
Schrieber said. "Any money 
that's put in the hands of 
people that live in this area is 
good for the economy in gen­
eral." 

He thinks customers mull­
ing a car purchase but cau­
tious about a down payment 
or making payments "will 
now have that little extra to 
work with." Those concerned 
about property values will buy 
American, the sales manager 
added. 

"It allows them to make 
some of those purchases 
they've been dreaming about," 
Schrieber said. 

Westland Floor Covering 
owner Richard Strausbaugh 
said this is their normal slower 
season, with January normal 
and February thus far slower. 
"We're hoping the final figures 
aren't too bad" for February, 
he said. 

"I sure hope so," 
Strausbaugh said when asked 
if the rebates will boost busi­
ness. He plans to offer 110 per­
cent to customers who come in 
to spend rebate checks. "We're 

definitely going to help the 
economy, personally," he said 
of his family, noting a TV pur­
chase is in the works. 

"I would imagine there's a 
pent-up demand for goods," 
Strausbaugh said. "I would 
hope it would help our 
business." Westland Floor 
Covering will mark its 48th 
anniversary this year. 

Tracey Pawlowski owns 
Back Home Bakery in Canton. 
"I know personally ours is 
going in the bank," she said of 
the family*s check, citing the 
volatile economy. "That money 
is our padding" in case her 
husband loses his job. 

Pawlowski would like to 
take a vacation, but isn't rush­
ing to make plans. "The beauty 
is everybody has a birthday, 
thank God," she said of busi­
ness at Back Home Bakery. 

Pawlowski, who grew up in 
Garden City, was a "jumper" 
with her sister for UPS this 
past holiday season, helping 
deliver packages. The women 
saw a lot of vacant, foreclosed 
homes, and an eviction. 

That was hard for her to 

Excelsior Energy Fund still a good 
investment after management change 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

Dear Rick: I received 
notice that Excelsior 
Funds has become 
Columbia Funds. I know 
you recommend Excelsior, 
I am curious about your 

thoughts 
now that it is 
Columbia. 

I have liked 
the Excelsior 
Energy & 
Natural 
Resources 
Fund 
(UMESX). 
A number of 
years ago, 
I did some 
research and 
I confirmed 

that a natural resource fund 
does belong in a portfolio. 
This allows an investor to 
further diversify and also to 
provide some hedge against 
rising energy prices. 

The Excelsior Energy & 
Natural Resources Fund 
has been managed for more 
than 10 years by Mike 
Hoover. Members of the 
Investment Committee at 
my firm had the opportu­
nity to discuss the changes 
happening with the com­
pany with representatives 
from Excelsior. They have 
been assured there will be 
no fundamental changes to 

the fund and that Hoover 
will continue to manage the 
portfolio. 

The Excelsior Energy & 
Natural Resources Fund has 
been very good and for cur­
rent investors, I recommend 
they stay put. Despite hav­
ing a difficult year so far, if 
you look at the fund's long-
term track record, it has 
been very productive. 

The Columbia Funds 
are managed by Columbia 
Management, which is the 
investment management 
division of Bank of America. 
Columbia Management, for 
the last number of years, 
has been aggressive in 
acquiring different mutual 
fund companies. In some 
cases, it has merged and 
consolidated funds. It has 
also acquired a fund com­
pany and left some of the 
funds as is. 

Although I continue to 
like the Excelsior Energy & 
Natural Resources Fund, 
I will judge it like I do 
all other funds, based on. 
performance over the long 
term. If other things occur 
such as defections from 
the portfolio management 
team, I will reconsider my 
opinion. That being said, my 
present recommendation is 
keep the fund. 

Dear Rick: I've always 
done my own tax return. 
I am getting to the point 
where it's getting too 
difficult to do on my own. 
Should I buy a software 
package or should I hire a 
professional? 

I agree that tax returns 
have become more complex. 
If you are going to attempt 
to do your tax return on 
your own, use a software 
package such as Turbo Tax 
or Tax Cut. It makes pre­
paring your return much 
easier and eliminates math­
ematical errors. If you file 
a return with mathematical 
errors, the IRS will take 
closer scrutiny of your tax 
return and that is some­
thing none of us want. 

For filers who do not want 
to do their own tax return 
or have a complicated situ­
ation — such as they own 
a business or they have 
income in more than one 
state — it makes sense to 
hire a professional. 

Just because someone 
knows how to prepare tax 
returns does not make him 
or her a professional. If 
you are having your return 
professionally prepared, 
spend a few extra dollars 
and make sure you are 
dealing with a professional 

— someone who is dedicated 
to keeping current on the 
tax law changes and who is 
available to assist you on 
any issues throughout the 
year with regard to your tax 
return. 

As a taxpayer, you are 
responsible for your return 
— whether you prepare it, 
use a software package or 
hire a professional. 

As I have mentioned in 
previous columns, there is 
a program where you can 
obtain free software and do 
your return for free. 

The IRS has partnered 
with many software compa­
nies to offer this service. To 
see if you qualify, visit the 
IRS Web site, www.irs.gov 
and click on "free file." 

It is important to remem­
ber that tax returns, like 
everything in our society, 
have become more complex. 
So don't be stubborn. If you 
need help, hire a profes­
sional. 

R i c k B l o o m is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric 
readers can submit questions at 
moneymatters@hometownlife. 
c o m . For more i n f o r m a t i o n , visit 
Rich's Web site at www.bloomas-
s e t m a n a g e m e n t . c o m . You can 
hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 
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COMPLETE FAMILY HEALTH CARE 
Family Practice from Infant to Geriatric 

• Women's Healthcare 
• Internal Medicine • Sports Medicine 
Physical Therapy •Cosmetic/Skin Care 
•Neurology/Sleep Center • Psychology 

• Mammogram • Bone Density 
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watch, and Pawlowski said 
even losing a business wouldn't 
be as bad. She hopes people 
hang on to their money, "just 
to help themselves." 

Laura Van Vliet, owner of 
Eva's Bridal & Fashions in 
Garden City, is pleased with 
what she views as "a windfall" 
for customers. 

"We were just discussing 
that. It certainly couldn't 
hurt us " said Van Vliet, who 
wouldn't want people to ignore 
mortgage payments but is 
hoping for increased business. 
Her store has moderate prices, 
which she said will help. 

"Right now, we're into 

proms." Eva's Bridal & 
Fashions also has bridal and 
mother of the bride dresses, 
said the owner, who's a mem­
ber of the National Federation 
of Independent Businesses. 
That group anticipates help 
from the stimulus money. 

"It will be a little extra cash," 
said Van Vliet. "I would think 
they would" spend. 

"I really feel that people are 
going to hang onto the money 
for emergencies," said Mary 
Jo Mullen, executive direc­
tor for the Redford Township 
Chamber of Commerce. "I 
don't think they're going to go 
out and buy." 

i k e ' s OPEN 
MON.-SAT. 

9-9 
SUN. 
9-7 \ 

33000 Ann Arbor Rd. 
Livonia 
(734) 464-0330 

Your Meat & DoU f '* 
Supermarket J t v 

SALE V A L I D FEB 18 - FEB 2 4 

Fresh Ground Beet 

CHUCK 
Family Pack 
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1 
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! Farm Fresh Skinless Boneless 

CHICKEN $049* 
BREAST Q 

Family pack 

USDA Lean Boneless * ^ — - J 

SIRLOIN $099 
STEAK 3 lb 

Our O w n Thick Sliced Lean 

COUNTER $Q39' BACON C ' 
Lean Meaty Country Style Q** 

SPARE $|49; 

Fresh Ground Beef 

GROUND $039; SIRLOIN ' ( p lb * 

Fresh Sliced Lipari Oven Roasted ' . 

TURKEY $Q99 ^ B R E A S T 
Check our website for additional specials! Mikes-marketplace.com 
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TRIAL 
FROM PAGE At 

that Adams told her not to 
tell anyone about the 
incident. 

"He told me not to tell any­
one or I would get in trouble, 
and I would be taken away 
by Protective Services," said 
the girl, who also addedthat 
Adams threatened her with 
physical violence. 

It is the policy of the 
Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers not to name 
minors involved in the 
case. 

The 25-year-old Adams, 
who was arrested Feb. 7, is 
charged with first-degree 
child abuse, a 15-year fel­
ony; second-degree child 
abuse, a 4-year felony; and 
habitual offender II, which 
will enhance his sentence 
to 1.5 times the sentence 
amount, if he is found guilty. 
According to Wayne County 
Assistant Prosecutor Lora 
Weingarden, Adams was 
convicted of a felony in 
2005. 

Child Protective Services 
removed both girls, as well 
as their 6-year-old sister, 

36685 Plymouth Rd. • Livonia 
Located Between Levan Sr Newburgh 
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from the couple's mobile 
home near 1-275 and 
Michigan Avenue. Neither 
Adams nor Plass are allowed 
to have contact with them. 

University of Michigan 
pediatric physician Dr. 
Leena Dev also testified 
Friday. She examined the 
girl on Jan. 23, the day after 
Adams and Plass brought 
her to the emergency room 
for her burns. 

Dev said the girl's but­
tocks and the back of her 
upper thighs were raw and 
blistered, and she considered 
it a serious injury. She also 
interviewed the parents, 
and said the injuries were 
not consistent with the story 
that the child got into the 
bath on her own. 

"She would've had injuries 
to her feet or lower legs," 
said Dev, who has testified 
in dozens of child abuse 
cases. 

Dev said the child was 
most likely cradled over hot 
water, and had her buttocks 
submerged, which is why 
that was the only area to be 
burned. 

Defense attorney Matthew 
Evans told Gerou there 

*w,any food purchase of $35 or' , 
more...or FREE Dessert for -

2 and FREE Champagne Split fy f 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
INVITATION TO BID 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of 
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept 
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:0Q pm, Thursday, 
February 28, 2008 for the following: 

2008 SITE IMPROVEMENTS 
COPPER CREEK CONDOMINIUMS 

The removal of ,4,900 square yards of existing 7-inch 
concrete pavement with integral curb and gutter and 
replacing with 8-inch concrete pavement, excavation and 
subsurface drainage improvements including 1,700 feet of 
linderdrain, drainage structure adjustments, sidewalk 
repairs, restoration and related work. 

Bid documents are available to pick up at Canton Township Hall, 
Engineering - 2nd Floor, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 
48188. A nonrefundable fee of $ 40.00 will be charged for the bid 
packet. A 5% bid bond will be required. 

Bid Documents are on file for review at Canton Township Hall -
Engineering 2nd Floor, Construction Association of Michigan, Reed 
Construction Data, McGraw Hill Construction Dodge, and 
Construction News Service of Michigan, Inc. 

The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the 
provision of seryices. 

The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, in whole 
or in part, and accept only the bid deemed to be in the best interest 
of the Township. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
Publish: February 14 & 17,2008 

C H A R T E R T O W N S H I P O F C A N T O N 
N O T I C E T O P U B L I C 

B O A R D O F R E V I E W A P P O I N T M E N T S 

Notice is hereby given by the undersigned, Terry G. Bennett, Clerk 
of the Charter Township of Canton, County of Wayne, State of 
Michigan to all residents of the Charter Township of Canton: that 
all persons protesting their assessment must complete petitions 
prior to appearing before the Board. A personal appearance is not 
required. All petitions must be received in the Assessor's office by 
March 14, 2008 at 12:00 p.m. 

The Board of Review will be held in the Canton Township Hall on 
the first floor, at 1150 S. Canton Center Road. Entry into the 
building can be accessed through the front doors of Township Hall. 
Please come prepared, as an eight (8) minute limit before the Board 
will be strictly adhered to. 

The Following is the schedule for March Board of Review: 

Tuesday, March 4, 2008 

Monday, March 10,2008 

Tuesday, March 11,2008 

Wednesday, March 12,2008 

Thursday, March 13, 2008 

Friday, March 14", 2008Z 

Organizational Meeting -
4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

(No Appointments) 

Hearings from 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m, 
and 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
(Appointments Only) 

Hearings from 1:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
(Appointments Only) 

Hearings from 1:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
(Appointments Only) 

Hearings from 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. 
(Appointment Only) 

Hearings from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
(Appointment Only) 

Please be advised entry the building on Tuesday, March 11th after 
5:00p.m.and Wednesday, March 12th after 5:00p.m. can only be 
accessed through the front entrance of the Township hall. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Assessor-'s office 
directly at (734) 394-5111. 

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK 
Charter Township of Canton 

Publish: February 21 & 24,2008 OE08584155 - 2X7 

wasn't enough evidence to 
hold his client, and that it 
was likely the burns were 
a result of some cleaning 
agents Adams had used in 
the tub about a half hour 
before the girl used it. 

Weingarden got Plass 
to admit she lied to Child 
Protective Services, which 
learned of the girl's injuries 
by an anonymous tip, when 
she told them she had taken 
her daughter to Oakwood 
Hospital after the burns 
occurred. Plass admitted the 
first medical treatment the 
girl received was when she 
was taken to U-M Hospital 
— roughly three weeks after 
the incident. 

Weingarden said the girl's 
injuries were clearly child 
abuse. 

"He had a motive to do 
this," she said. "She had diar­
rhea, and he had to clean it, 
which isn't a pleasant job. So 
he was angry. He intention­
ally dumped this child in the 
tub." 

Adams, who is being held 
in Wayne County Jail on a 
$10,000 cash bond, will be 
arraigned in circuit court in 
Detroit on Feb. 29. 

5 candidates file in WW board race 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Voters in the Wayne-
Westland Community 
Schools will have a choice 
of five candidates to fill 
two seats on the Board of 
Education in the May 6 
school election. 

Filing nominating peti­
tions were incumbent Cindy 
Schofield of Wayne and 
Shawna Walker of Westland. 
Paying the $100 filing fee 
were Westland residents 
Jennifer Finley of Westland, 
Brian Mulligan and William 
Gabriel. 

Missing from the list 
if Terrance McClain who 
announced Tuesday that he 
would not seek a second term 
on the school board. 

Schofield, a residential 
property manager, is the cur­
rent school board vice-presi­
dent, a position she has held 
for six of her eight elective 
years. She has said that she 
decided to run again because 
"there are still things to be 
accomplished, especially at 
the secondary level." 

Finley is a registered 
nurse and the mother of 
seven adopted children. She 
has been involved in pro­
grams at the Stottlemyer 
Early Childhood and Family 
Development Center and 

serves on its policy commit­
tee. 

"I'm involved in the schools 
and education and what bet­
ter way is there to make an 
impact on a community I've 
been a part of for 14 years," 
she said. 

Gabriel is a consultant 
in airline management. He 
has served on the Westland 
Library Board and Local 
Officers Compensation 
Commission and currently 
is a member of the Westland 
Planning Commission. 

"Education is probably the 
one most important thing to 
me," he said. "My experiences 
(on the Library Board) have 
reinforced my wanting to 
give back to the community," 
he said. 

"I also have more time 
to give and think I can do a 
good job." 

Mulligan is making his 
second bid for a school board. 
He ran unsuccessfully in the 
2007 election. 

A licensed electrician, he 
has said that he believes 
ordinary citizens need to . 
take a more active role in 
their communities. 

In campaigning lastyear, 
he stated that "all parents 
need to take responsibility 
for their children's education 
and actively participate in 
that education, not only for 

their children's benefit but 
for our society as well." 

Mulligan and Walker were 
unavailable for comment on 
their decision to campaign 
for a school board seat. 

In the Livonia Public 
Schools, three candidates 
have filed for two four-year 
terms on the school board. 

Incumbents Tom Bailey 
and Greg Oke are running 
for re-election. And Patrice 
Mang, who ran unsuccess­
fully for a one-year seat last 
year, will try again this year. 

Bailey, a technical special­
ist with BASF, was elected in 
2004.-Prior to that he held 
leadership positions with the 
PTA at local, regional and 
state levels. 

Bailey was the only trustee 
to vote against the Legacy 
Initiative school closings and 
reconfigurations. 

As such, he did not face 
recall in 2006. 

Oke, assistant principal 
at Wolfe Middle School in 
Center Line, was elected last 
May to a one-year position. 

Mang is a high school 
special education teacher in 
Allen Park. 

Staff writer Rebecca Jones contrib­
uted to this story. 

smasoniPhom'etownlife.com 
(734) 953-ZTK 
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G E T $ 100 
- c f l 

C H A S E W H A T M A T T E R S 

C H A 5 E 
*Cash bonus reward is only available to new checking customers who do not have an existing Chase checking account. 
Offer valid 2/18/08 at Chase branches in Michigan only. Chase Free Checking requires $ 1 0 0 minimum opening deposit of new money (money not 
currently held by Chase or its affiliates) to. qualify for the $100 bonus. Chase Free Checking has no monthly service fee when you have a monthly direct 
deposit. The customer has 6 0 calendar days to set up a repeating direct deposit on the new account. The $100 bonus will be deposited into your new 
account 6 - 8 weeks after the initial direct deposit and is not considered part of the minimum opening balance. Limit one personal checking account-
related award/premium per customer, per calendar year. Offer not available on account conversions or in combination with any other offer. Checking 
account must remain open for six months or the reward will be debited from the account at closing. Account is subject to approval. Bonus is considered 
interest and will be reported on IRS Form 1099-INT. 
© 2 0 0 8 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
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G a r d e n C i t y ' s 

D i n i n g & 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

• B i l l i a r d s 

O p e n f o r L u n c h ! 

4 

5 6 5 1 M i d d l e b e l t • J u s t N o r t h o f F o r d • G a r d e n C i t y • 7 3 4 - 5 2 5 - 5 2 3 1 

Garden City's Newest Venue for Dining & Entertainment • Billiards • Open For Lunch 

(AH New,.. 
D O O R 

JIM 

VIRTUAL 
GOLF 

$30 per hour 
• Practice or play world famous courses! 
• Pinehurst 
• Pebble Beach and more! 
Use the house clubs or bring your own 

• Lockers available for storage 

Golf Pro Shop 
Coming Soon! 

I 1 Hour of 
i Golf Play 
^1 coupon per customer per visit ^ 

For your dining pleasure... 
E n t r e e s 

A l l dinners served w i t h s o u p , salad or 
c o l e s l a w , a n d c h o i c e of p o t a t o . 

1 6 o z . N e w Y o r k S t r i p * 
1 2 o z . N e w Y o r k S t r i p * 

2 0 o z * P o r t e r h o u s e * 
R i b l e t D i n n e r 

S t e a k K a b o b s * 
P o r k C h o p D i n n e r 

B o n e l e s s C h i c k e n 
B r e a s t D i n n e r 

P a s t a 
A l l p a s t a dishes s e r v e d w i t h garlic bread 

a n d y o u r c h o i c e of s o u p or s a l a d . 

R a v i o l i 
B a k e d M o s t a c c i o l i 

F e t t u c i n i A l f r e d o 
C h i c k e n P a r m e s a n 

G a r l i c S h r i m p 
F e t t u c i n i A l f r e d o 

L i n g u i n i 

HORSESHOES 
$20 per hour 

per court 
• Use our horseshoes, bring 

• your own, or buy them here! 
• Pits are sanctioned by the 

National Horseshoe Pitching 
Association (NHPH) 

LEAGUES 
Now Forming! 

$ 1 0 ° ° OFF 
1 Hour of 

Horseshoe 
Play 

S e a f o o d 
Seafood dinners served w i t h s o u p , salad or 

c o l e c l a w , a n d c h o i c e of potato. 

L a k e P e r c h D i n n e r 
F i s h & C h i p s 

S h r i m p D i n n e r 

M e x i c a n 
S e r v e d w i t h M e x i c a n rice, retried beans, a n d 

a basket o f chips a n d salsa. 

F a j i t a s * - C h i c k e n o r S t e a k 
S o f t T a c o s * - C h i c k e n o r S t e a k 

S t e a k & C h e e s e 
E n c h i l a d a * 

P l u s a H u g e S e l e c t i o n o f 

A p p e t i z e r s , S a n d w i c h e s , 

S u b , B u r g e r s , S o u p s a n d C h i l i ! 

S a l a d s 

C a e s a r S a l a d 
G r e e k S a l a d 

S i d e S a l a d 
C h e f S a l a d 

A n t i p a s t a S a l a d 
S i d e S l a w 

4* 
3 » 

• 

V 

l b 
W 

S u n d a y s 

Blues Night 
Detroit's Hottest Blues Bands 

Different Featured Band Every Sunday 

Ll J ' J ' £ J i " J > _ J i J i V I i J U 
T u e s d a y s T h u r s d a y s 

Live Classic,^ New Age Rock 

Blackberry Brandy 
X-Factor 
$3.00 Cover 

F r i d a y 
S a t u r d a y 

Dancing 
With our DJ at 9:00 pm 

* * * * * m - . 4 h k ? ! f i f e . 
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P l y m o u t h S n a p F i t n e s s . 

N o w O p e n i n y o u r N e i g h b o r h o o d . 

\py ^.-f i 'I .jt r*,j. • y o u s i g n a c o n t r a c t d o e s n ' t f e e l c o n f i d e n t 

o u " ' * 1 i • n m i r v . . a d l W e ' r e s o s u r e you ' l l l o v e it h e r e , y o u 

th a n d f r e e z e y o u r m e m b e r s h i p a n y t i m e , 

•i .-j- i ' i " : - l q i i i ' J j d n a g y r n j u s t m i n u t e s a w a y f r o m y o u r 

, , n o c - r o w d e d p a r k i n g lots - j u s t a c l e a n , 

t e ~ o f r t h e ~ar t C y b e x e q u i p m e n t a n d a c c e s s 

, 7 t o w o r k o u t » +rf • V» 

•NoContwcts Pay Month-to Month 

• $34.yyMonth Single' $-19.95 Joint Memberships 

• Work Out When You Want Secure 24/7 Access 

• On "ine Virtual Twinpi toPlandnd Track Your Workout 

J o i n T o d a y ! G r a n d O p e n i n g O f f e r . 

s t o p hy or visit us online at s n a p f i t n e s s . c o m / p l y m o u t h m i 

New president 

Canton's Ted Blashakhas 
been namerl president of the 
Art Institute of Michigan, a 
school that offers academic 
programs in design, fashion and 
culinary arts. In this position, 
Blashak has operating respon­
sibility for the school, and is 
overseeing the faculty, finance, 
administrative and human 
resource departments. 

Previously, Blashak served 
as vice president of business 

research and 
effectiveness 
for Apollo 
Group Campus 
Services, 
where his 
responsibilities 
included ana­
lyzing student 
data related 

to the retention of more than 
100,000 online undergraduate 
and graduate students, identify­
ing opportunities for improved 
student retention and exploring 

Blashak 

various partner opportunities 
and acquisition targets. Blashak 
graduated from the University 
of New Mexico with a bachelor's 
degree in organizational com­
munication and a masters 
degree in adult education/train­
ing and development. He is cur­
rently a student at the University 
of Phoenix pursuing an Ed.D. in 
educational leadership. Blashak 
is a member of the Detroit 
Economic Club, American 
Management Association, and 
Leadership Detroit. 

R a t e s h o p p e r s , 
y o u r s e a r c h i s o v e r . 

4.05°/° 
Collected balances of $99,999+ 

3 . 9 0 APY** 

Collected b a l a n c e s ^ $50,000+ 

When you join by March 1 st. 

Plus FREE Equipment Orientation^ 
Fitness Consultation with a Certified Personal Trainei. 

Get a Free T-shirt and Lanyard for your Access Card. 

Plymouth Snap Fitness 
521 Ann Arbor Rd. 

Plymouth, Ml 
(734) 207-2000 

^ i* / &*« 

J 

T C F B a n k . F D I G i n s u r e d s a y i n g s . 

N o w t h a t ' s c o n v e n i e n t . 

T a k e a d v a n t a g e o f o u r f a n t a s t i c s a v i n g s r a t e s t o d d y 
b y o p e n i n g y o u r T C F P r e m i e r S a v i n g s a c c o i i n l o r 
C D T h e r e ' s n o hnitpr p l a c e to t u c k y u u r m o n e y a w a y 
S d f o l y , w h i l e w a t c h i n g it y r n w N o w t h a t ' t , c o n v e n i e n t 1 

F i n d y u u i n e a r b y T C F R j n f c at 
w w w t r f b . i n k m m . * • 1-flOO-TCF R A N K \ 

THE REWARD OF TIME* 

T C E 
B A N K 

Since 1923-

Open 7 Days, 

©2008 TCF National Bank. Member FDIC. *The following TCF Premier Savings Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective as of 02/15/08: $99,999+ 
= 4.05% APY; $50,000-$99,998.99 = 3.00% APY; $10,000-$49,999.99 = 2.00% APY; $2,500-$9,999.99 = 0.75% APY; $0^2,499.99 = 0.10% APY. 
Minimum balance to open a TCF Premier Savings account is $50.00. Rates are subject to change. Fees may reduce earnings. **The Annual Percent­
age Yield (APY) of 3.90% for the 7-Month CD is effective 02/15/08. Fees could reduce earnings. A penalty may be imposed for earfy withdrawal. 
Offer not available on Jumbo CDs. Certain limitations apply. See a TCF Representative for details, www.tcfbank.com. 

OE0«5ee590Udt 

W H E R E Y O U LIVE 
-

D o l l a r s s p e n t w i t h l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s s t a y i n o u r c o m m u n i t y ! 

jazzerase 
3 it s h o w s 
J o i n n o w a n d l o o k r — — — ^ 

y o u r b e s t t h i s S u m m e r ! f $20 o f f i 
Class Days Time I ™ * I 
wed&Fr i 9:30 am i Your initial I 
Mon., Wed. & Fri 5:45 pm I r r T - n t p Q

 1 

TuesZ&Thurs 7:00 pm i EFT or 8-week i 
Saturday 8:30 am ' S i g n U p ' 
Sunday (Body Sculpting). . .3:00 pm I | 
Mon. & Fri. (Lite ciass)....9:00 am ! ^ S l o f \ 

co (Lite Class held at Wayne Senior Activity Center V , _ _ ^ / 
5 on Simms) 
% All classes held at the 
8 W a y n e C o m m u n i t y C e n t e r 
jjj 4635 Howe Road • Wayne 
<L C a l l 1 8 0 0 FIT.IT.IS or 734- 326-8424 y 

Grand Opening 
C H O P S T I C K H O U S E 
Delivery & Catering 

Available 
Hours: 

Mon.-Thurs.11-10«Fri .1l-11 
Sat. Noon-11 » S u n . Noon-10 

F I N E D I N I N G 

3500 N. Lilley (S. o f F o r d ) 
7 3 4 - 9 8 3 - 9 2 8 8 
f a x : 7 3 4 - 9 8 3 - 9 2 8 9 

www.thechopstickhouse.com 

FORD ROAD , 

LIL
LE

Y ( 
UJ 
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N 

> 

Vegetarian Menu Including Soy Products (Chicken & Beef)^m 

Similar to a highway bridge 
spanning two embankments to 
connect a roadway gap, a dental 
bridge replaces missing teeth with 
prosthetic teeth (known as Hie 
"pontic") that span the gap 
between remaining healthy teeth 
on either side. One important 
function of the dental bridge is 
preventing the adjacent teeth from 
drifting into the empty space. The 
teeth to which a fixed bridge is 
attached are called "abutment 
teeth." In most cases, these 
abutment teeth must be prepared 
to accept the bridge. If they are 
reasonably healthy and free of 
large fillings, the dentist may 
recommend a resin-bonded 
bridge, which reduced the amount 
of necessary preparation by fusing 
the pontic to metal bands that are 
bonded to the abutment teeth. 

If one or more of your teeth 
have been lost to damage or decay, 
prompt attention with bridges, 
partials, implants, or other methods 
of repair will prevent additional, 
perhaps bigger and more painful 
problems later on. visit your dentist 
on a regular basis, and practice 
good home oral hygiene. It will pay 
off in the long run. If you don't have 
a family dentist at this time, we 
invite you to 496 W. Ann Arbor Trail. 
Ste. 201. Plymouth. (1 blk. E. of 
Kellogg Park}. We have convenient 
office hours by appointment. Call 
734-453-9413. 

P.S. A "cantilever bridge" is 
used when there are healthy teeth 
(to which the bridge may be 
attached) on only one side of the 
gap, and the area is under less 
stress. 

OE0858144 

For more information 
and to be connected 
to your Sales 
Representative 
please c a l l : 

( 7 3 4 ) 9 5 3 - 2 1 5 3 

for Wayne County 

( 2 4 8 ) 9 0 1 - 2 5 0 0 

for Oakland County 

http://www.hometownlife.com
http://snapfitness.com/plymouthmi
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OUR VIEWS 

For everyone's good, 
Johnson should resign 

It appears longtime Planning Commissioner Catherine 
Johnson is going to force the hand of the Canton Township 
Board of Trustees. 

Johnson, you may remember, was told by Township Supervisor 
Tom Yack to resign after a Dec. 3 meeting for making, in his 
words, "intolerable" statements about the proposed Hindu 
Temple expansion. At the meeting, Johnson, who lives in one 
of the neighborhoods surrounding the temple where there has 
been widespread opposition to the project, said she had heard 
reports that Hindu woman at another temple were urinating in 
public, and wanted to know if that was going to happen at the 
Hindu Temple. 

We completely agree with Yack — Johnson's statements were 
definitely off-base. Intolerable is one word that can be used. So 
are embarrassing, insensitive and a slew of others. We also agree 
that Yack did the right thing to ask for Johnson's resignation. As 
a longtime township official — she's been on the planning com­
mission since 1080 and was formerly a member of the zoning 
board of appeals — Johnson should have known better. She was 
representing the township when she made those remarks. 

Yet here we are more than two months later and Johnson 
still has not tendered her resignation. Yack has said that unless 
Johnson submits her resignation by Feb. 21, the township board 
will hold a public hearing regarding her appointment in March. 
At that time, the board will consider removing her from the 
position. 

We hope it doesn't come to that, however. No. 1, it wouldn't be 
good for the community to drag this issue on. Canton is home to 
one of the largest Hindu communities in the area. They, more 
than anyone, have been offended by Johnson's remarks (not to 
mention some of the comments made by residents living in the 
subdivisions surrounding the temple property). This episode 
has created divisiveness in a community that prides itself on its 
diversity. 
- It would also put members of the township board on the 
spot, forcing them to in essence publicly fire a longtime active 
member of the community boards. Perhaps she is hoping that 
the board goes against Yack on the issue. We can't imagine that 
happening — it would be a public relations nightmare, especial̂  
ly for members seeking re-election this fall. 

And ultimately, this wouldn't be good for Johnson. It is unfor­
tunate that this episode clouds Johnson's long and distinguished 
career serving the Canton community. It is easy to vilify her, but 
it should be remembered that in addition to serving on planning 
commission and ZBA, she also has volunteered in more roles 
than can be listed here. It is a list that goes on and on. So for her 
to drag.this on only takes away from her legacy that much more. 

For the good of the community, the one that Johnson has 
given so much to and cares so much about, she should take the 
high road and tender her resignation. 

Adjust temple site plan 

I am writing regarding the Hindu 
Temple rebuild which is sched­
uled to be on the Feb. 18 Planning 
Commission meeting agenda. I live 
in Glengarry Village on Fairfield 
Court, a street that will be directly 
affected by this project. I attended 
the Planning Commission meeting on 
Dec. 3, and have since attended sev­
eral neighborhood meetings includ­
ing two with Mr. Bryan Amann and 
a member of the Temple. Amann has 
addressed a number of our concerns 
regarding the construction of the new 
temple and cultural center including 
the noise, the drainage, the security of 
the back lot, and the traffic. There is, 
however, one major issue that has not 
been addressed to the satisfaction of 
the neighbors and that is the location 
of the new building on the lot. 

At the Dec. 3 meeting, the planning 
commissioners were all invited to 
visit our neighborhood so they could 
adequately visualize the impact of a 
19,699-square-foot and 43-foot-high 
building nestled (shoehorned?) in 
between two residential cul-de-sacs. 

If you have not taken the opportu­
nity to do so, I invite and encourage 
you to visit before the meeting on Feb. 
18.1 have received a packet of site-
line drawings. They do not present an 
accurate visualization of the impact 
the building will have on the neigh­
borhood. The building is too close to 
the two cul-de-sacs, and there is too 
little space there for a large building . 
in between. 

At the meetings with Mr. Amann 
we have asked the temple to consider 
moving the building to the north 
and east of the proposed location to * 
a position behind the current temple 
and adjacent to an open field. This 
will distance the temple from the 
back yards of those living in Kingston 
Estates by placing the driveway 
between them and the temple, and 
locate it north of Fairfield Court. 
We were told that this is not possible 
because the members would have lim­
ited parking during construction (a 
short-term issue) and .affect the traffic 
flow in and out of the parking lot. I do 
not believe these are insurmountable 
issues. 

Another issue with this suggested 
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relocation is that the building would 
no longer be centrally located in the 
parking lot, thereby causing a longer 
walk for some members. Given that 
the temple has indicated that they 
would need full use of the parking lot 
only a few times a year; this does not 
appear to be a major issue. Moving 
the proposed building "one section" 
north and to the east would go a long 
way toward alleviating neighborhood 
concerns with this project. The long 
term effect would be an atmosphere of 
neighborly cooperation. 

In the Supervisor's Update dated 
Jan. 21, Mr. (Tom) Yack states a 
number of arguments leading one to 
believe the Planning Commission and 
Board of Trustees have no options 
if the temple project meets all state 
and local zoning regulations and 
Canton ordinances. I do not believe 
it would a "capricious and arbitrary 
action" for the Planning Commission 
to act within its authority, as stated 
on the Canton government Web 
site, to ensure "that the community 
receives the best development pos­
sible." The temple members would not 
be denied their rights to develop on 
their land, using an architecture they 
deemed appropriate, if the Planning 
Commission required that the build­
ing be moved to the north and east 
of the currently proposed location on 
their lot. 

Furthermore, it is important to 
consider the spirit of the zoning ordi­
nances because the letter of the law 
cannot be expected to cover all possi­
ble contingencies. While the proposed 
building may meet the requirements 
for lot and building size, it is unlikely 
that those who drafted the regulations 
considered the possibility of such a 
large building on such a narrow lot 
where the length is more than six 
times the width. 

The ordinances also require reli­
gious institutions to locate in resi-
dentially zoned districts. This ordi­
nance is well intended, but again it 
is not likely those who drafted the 
regulation had in mind the shape and 
location of the Hindu Temple lot. At 
some point there must be an acknowl­
edgement that the spirit of the law 
is not being respected. I believe 
that the current proposal does not 
respect the spirit of the law and the 

Planning Commission and the Board 
of Trustees have a responsibility to 
uphold the spirit of the law in cases 
such as this one. 

If the Planning Commission chooses 
to recommend approval of the project, 
it is my hope that the approval will be 
contingent on the building being posi­
tioned in a location that minimizes 
the long-term impact on the neigh-
bors.'This can be accomplished with 
minimal and only short-term impact 
on the Temple members by moving the 
proposed building to the north and 
east. 

KimZaugg 

Canton 

Attorney shouldn't frame 

issue 
Why has the Planning Commission 

let attorney Bryan Amann dictate 
about what to build and where to 
build in Canton? Mr. Amann is 
behind much of the development in 
Canton. He is good with words and 
has turned a building proposal about 
a Hindu temple into a diversity issue. 
If you drive around Canton, you see 
that Canton is not against any reli­
gious construction. We have many 
wonderful churches, temples and 
places of worship. Do not let Bryan 
Amann insult the people of Canton by 
turning the temple development into 
an issue about diversity or who can 
build the biggest building. 

And why is the Planning 
Commission also allowing more 
construction of buildings in front of 
existing buildings that remain empty 
(southwest corner of Ford and Lilley)? 
And do they also forget that the old 
Farmer Jack is another empty build­
ing in Canton? 

We need to give fair, unbiased con­
sideration to every building proposal, 
and make the decision based on the 
best interest for the people of Canton 
Township, not for the interests of a 
developer or lawyer. The Planning 
Commission needs to approve or not 
approve based on the land use, ordi­
nances, neighboring properties, and 
available space. Whether it be a place 
of worship or a restaurant. 

Linda Whiteaker 
Canton 
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