CHOCOLATE PRIMER

Pastry chefs offer insight into the
divine dessert - Hometownlife, Bt

An old fad is renewed and
taken to higher levels- wiseer
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Standard & Poor’s Ratings
Services downgraded the
financial outlook of Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools
from stable to negative “due
to the district’s deteriorating.
financial position.”

. However, despite the out-
look downgrade by the ratings
service, the financial market
reacted differently as the dis-
trict maintained its eredit rat-
ings, enabling school officials
to refinance $91 million in debt

which will save taxpayers more
than $6.3 million and lower
the tax rate. _

The S&P report indicates
that despite a steady tax base
growth, above-average income
and high wealth levels and
moderate debt levels, “the
district’s weakening financial
position limits these credit
strengths.”

Corey Friedman, credit
analyst for Standard & Poor’s,
said the outlook downgrade is
mainly the result of the district

_spending more money than its

reventes the past four years.

“Debt isn't the big concern,
it’s really the financial posi-
tion,” said Friedman, who is
well aware Plymouth-Canton
receives a smaller state founda-
tion grant than many districts.
“Sometimes you have to deal
with the cards you're given. You
have to find a way to balance
the budget.”

Patricia Brand, the district’s
assistant superintendent of
business services, doesn’t
believe S&P has a clear under-
standing of Michigan school
district funding.

“S&P does not feel any entity -

www.hometownlife.com

S&P downgrades school district’s outlook

bseru

WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

should use any fund balance,
but the reality is there are
many reasons why districts
choose to utilize fund balance,”
Brand said. “In this case, it’s
not an expenditure problem,
but a revenue problem. We
have cut $12 million the past
five years,”

Friedman said not all
Michigan school districts are
experiencing their outlooks
being downgraded.

“In terms of sehools in gener-
al, we have seen some that have
moved in 2 negative direction,
but that’s not the direction for

all,” Friedman said.

Despite the outlook down-
grade, the credit rating by S&P
remained steady at A-plus.
Moody's investors Service
maintained its credit rating for
Plymouth-Canton Schools at

. Al. The credit ratings helped

the district receive favorable
interest rates in refinancing
$91 million in 1998 and 1999
bonds, as well as selling $35
million in 2004 bonds in St.
Louis this week,

According to Brand, the
interest savings will be more
than $6.3 million over the

next 16 years, And, as a result,
the millage rate — which was
scheduled to go up to 3.5 mills
— will be reduced from 3.15
mills to 2.98 mills.

“The millage rate was sched-
uled to go up just with the sale
of the new bonds, but we did
well with sale of those bonds
and the refinancing of the
1998 and 1999 bonds,” Brand
said. “We are deemed a quality
organization and the market
rewarded us for that.”

thruscato@hometownlife.com
(134) 4592700

Shopping plaza
attracting new
investment, retailers

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS
STAFFWRITER

In the future, shoppers will
be able to swing through the .
Canton Corners shopping
center and hit a few national
retailers, grab a sandwich
from a drive-through window,
scoop up a GoPhone and nab a
Nintendo Wii.

The changes to the plaza,
located on the southwest cor-
ner of Ford and Lilley, have
been a long time coming, said
Joe Kosik, JFK investment
Company manager.

“We've had the turmoil of
the market and old leases that
needed (to expire} but it’s excit-
ing,” he said.

Construction crews have
begun working on one of three
outlot buildings for the devel-
opment. -

* The space is slated for an
ATET Store and a GameStop.
Kosik said the stores are -
expected to be open in the
sumimer.

The two other outlots are
scheduled to break ground in
the spring. The east building
will house a Potbelly Sandwich
Works and one of the plaza’s
current tenants could move
into the west building in order
to free up additional space in
the development.

While he declined to release

any names, Kosik said JFK has
finalized two of three deals

to bring national retailers to
the plaza. One of the stores is

_ramored o be a Dick’s sporting

goods store.

“We have a lot of work to do,”
Kosik said, adding that the
projects have been in the works

“for a couple years and that

tenants have gradually been
moved from the center of the
plaza in order to make room
for the three new stores. “The
middle section is substantially
erpty.”

Township Planner Jeff
Groulet said township officials
have seen conceptual plans of a
renovated Canton Corners.

“The building wil} have
a little different profile but
will have the same flavor,” he
said, noting that an addition
is expected for the back of the
plaza.

_ Goulet said the three outlots
“take advantage of unused
parking space.”

Helen Javahirian of Paul’s
Fine Jewelry, 42695 Ford, said
she’s happy about the action at
the plaza.

“Hopefully, this will bring
more people in here,” she said.”
“T'm excited about the con-
struction because we all need
neighbors.”

tiparks@hometownlife.com | (734) 459-2700

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

New construction is underway at the Canton Corners shopping plaza, located
at the southwest cornier of Ford and Lilley roads.

New libr

BY TIFFANY 1. PARKS
STAFF WRITER

When Eva Davis told her
father she was going for the
directorship of Canton Public
Library, he responded like
any good parent: “Of course,
they will hire you.”

In this case, his assurance
wasn't just the confidence of
a supportive dad; he turned
out to be right.

While everyone around
Davis, including her family
and former boss, expressed
faith in her ability to pick up

Tabor left off, the 35-year-old
Plymouth Township resident
said she had her reservations.
“It was pins and needles up
until the point I had to sub-
mit my resume,” sajd Davis,
21990 Canton High School
graduate. “I think I waited
until the iast day. T knew it
then and I know it even more
s0 now, but it’s one thing
to work in 2 library and it's
another thing to ran it.”
Davis, who has a couple of
meore boxes to unpack in her
new office, has been in the
position for just over a month
and said it's humbling that
the library board selected
her to succeed Tabor, who
is credited for much of the
library’s success.

director:
let public down'’

where longtime Director Jean

ary
‘ won't

| CANTON'S NEW LIBRARY
DIRECTOR

Name: Eva
Davis

Age: 35 .
Education:

: ‘ ~ bachelor's
degree from the University of
Michigan-Dearborn; master of
science in information from
the University of Michigan-Ann
Arbor
Residence: Plymouth
Township
Spouse: Tim Davis
Pets: Two dogs, Sadie, 9, and

-Sophie, 7

““I didn't have previous
experience (as a director), so
for them to take a chance on

"me and have this kind of faith
in me has been eneouraging,”
she said. “This is a top-notch
library and my ultimate goal
is not to let the public down.”

Before taking the reins in
Canton, Davis was the associ-
ate director of the Ann Arbor
District Library. Her former

Please see LIBRARY, A3

Retirement beckons

Central Middle School principal decides, ‘It's time'

LL BRESLER

i gets a hug and lofs
of good wishes
from Central

I'd be there bright and early,” -

recalled Johnson. ‘
Three years later, Johnson suc-

ceeded Porterfield as principal

of Central. After five years at the

helm of one of Plymouth-Canton’s

five middle schools ~ and a total

that would teli her whether she
did, or didnt, get the job.

“T remember Marcia liked what
I had to say and then asked when
1 could start,” said Johnson of her
October 1999 meeting. “When I
asked how soon she needed me to
start, she said ‘tomorrow.

“I took a deep breath and said

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

: students during

er last week at

After Joyce Johnson interviewed ¢ school.
with then-Principal Marcia
Porterfield for the assistant princi-
pal’s job at Central Middle School,
she expected to go home and wait

" aday or two for a telephone call

Please see JOHNSON, A3
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Scholarships available

Applications are now
being accepted for the 24
scholarships offered through
the Canton Community
Foundation to students
from Canton, Plymouth or

- Plymouth Township. These -
scholars}ups are awarded in
the spring.

Although each scholar-
ship has somewhat different
requirements, there is just
one application for them all,
The application is available on
the Foundation’s Web site at
www.cantonfoundation:org,
at the high schools’ counseling
offices, or at the Foundation

" office at 50430 School House
Road in Canton.

“The number of scholar-
ships is down a little this
year,” explains Foundation
President Joan Noricks, “but
in some instances the amount
of money being awarded has
increased. We have consoli- .
dated several of the offerings
into $1,000 awards making
them more appealing 1o stu-

dents.

“Several of the scholarships
are dvailable to non-tradi-
tional students meaning older
students returning to study -

" after an extended absence,”

she says. “We're hoping these
miay help some residents
changing career paths in
these challenglng economic
{imes.”

Completed applications
must be received in the
Foundation office by Friday,
March 7. A panel of com-
munity residents includ-
ing a school counselor, a
Foundation board member
and several others will
evaluate the applications and
award the scholarships.

For more information, con-
tact the Foundation at (734)
495-1200 or e-mail at info@
cantonfoundation.org.

Choose your favorite art

Canton residents can now
vote for their favorite tem-
porary public art exhibit on
display at several locations
along the Canton Downtown

CORRECTION

A story in Sunday’s Canton Observer should have identified
the first homeowner to move into Cherry Hill Village as Rose
Burns.

2007 A Yearof Good Works

Charities and community Detroit Country Day School,

organizations in Oakland Det. Symphony Orchestra,
| County and beyond benefited  Hospice Of Southern MI,

by the support of Weir Kensington Academy,
Manuel Realtors and its Lighthouse of Qakland
agents in 2007. Among the County,
recipients: March Of Dimes,
American Heart Association,  Muscular Dystrophy Assoc.,
American Red Cross, National Multiple Sclerosis,
Art & Apples, Roeper Parent Council,
Birmingham Community Royal Oak Youth Football,
House, i Schroeder Elementary
Birmingham Concert Band, Dinner Auction,
Birmingham “In the Park” Special Olympics;
Concert Series, United Way,
Birmingham Lions Club, USA Hockey Club, .
Birmingham Seaholm Variety - Children’s Charity,
Boosters, West Bloomfield Chamber Of
Birmingham Seaholm High Commerce,
School, W. Bloomfield Rotary Club,
Birmingham Bl(_mmﬁeld Woodward Dream Cruise.

Camber of Commerce;

| Camp-Casey Horse Camp for In 2007 Weir Manuel

Kids with Cancer, Realtors and its team of real
Children’s Charities estate professionals helped
Coalition, _ more people sell homes in
Cornerstone Schools, the Birmingham-Bloomfield
*Cranbrook Schools, area than any other local
" Crittenden Hospital, broker. R

Development Authority
(DDA) District of Ford Road,
including Canton Cinema,
Griffin Funeral Home, Home
Depot, IKEA, New Towne
Center (Koh!’s), Target, and
Willow Creek Plaza. Cast
your vote by visiting the
Canton Web site at www. -
canton-mi.org and click

on “Vote For Your Favorite
Temporary Public Art Display
Along Canton’s Ford Road”
under community informa-
tion. Votes will be accepted
throughout February, and a
winner will be ansiounced
next month. -

The DDA, in partnership
with the Canton Cultural
Commission’s Public Art
Committee, commissioned -
the Midwest Sculpture
Initiative to install 10 pieces
of art in the current exhibit.
This temporary exhibit will
be on display through mid-

“Homeowners meeting

- at 7 p.m., Feb. 11 in the

not necessary except for par-
ties of eight or more.

For more information about
Pheasant Eun Golf Club’s
Friday Fish Frys, call (734)
397-6460 or visit www.can-
ton-mi.org.

Parent, Student, Teacher
Organization will present a

and school violence
Belleville High School
Audltormm at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 12. '
Law enforcement profes-
sionals will discuss what is

The Canton Homeowners
Advisory Council will meet

lower level of the Canton
Administration Building. The
meeting will feature a rep-
resentative from the United .
Condominium Owners of
Michigan. The information -
presented will benefit both
Condo and homeownets.

Foreclosure seminar

Lee and Noel Bittinger
of RE/MAX Classic will be
presenting an informative
session at the Summit on the
Park on Feb. 21 at 7 p.m. for

cerning gangs and violence

about gang activity. -
Van Buren Public Schools -
event to get the latest, best

Belleville High School, and

across the state. There will

August 2008, those that may be facing fore- session with the panel.
For more information closure. The skill of working

about the temporary public effectively with your lender Computer class

art exhibit, visit www.can- to agreeto aworkout planis’  The Canton Chamber of

ton-mi.org or call Debbie
Bilbrey-Honsowetz at (734
394-5464.

an art that few have mastered

The Belleville High School
administration and the BHS

community forum on gangs

happening at Belleville High
School, and informaticn con-

that affect the whole commu-
nity. Find out what you can do

Parents, students, and the
community shouid attend this
information on the status of

information on gangs and vio-
lence within school districts -

also be a question and answer

Commerce is offering an Intro

but all will learn in this ses-
sion.
Here you will learn how

Pheasant Run fish fry legal, mortgage, and real
Enjoy a Friday fish estate professionals can help

fry starting Feb. 8 at you negotiate a variety of

the Pheasant Run Golf financial instruments that

Clubhouse, located at 46500
Summit Parkway in Canton.
This offer includes all-you-
can-eat specials, as well as
plated meals. Menu favorites
include beer battered cod,
broiled herb crusted tilapia
and Boston style crab cakes.
Children-friendly meals
include chicken strips or

may help you out of an unfor-
tunate situation. You will
learn the short sale, deed in
fien of foreclosure, keys for
deed sale and other mecha-
nisms that may keep you out
of foreclosure. If foreclosure
becomes necessary you will
learn the best ways of struc-
turing it with your lender to

a jumbo hamburger with keep adverse credit impacts
french fries. Pheasant Run to a minimum. _
Fish Frys will be offered To register for this pro-

every Friday until March 21
from 5:30-9:30 p.m. Dine

in or carry out. Meals pre-
pared by Summit Gourmet by
Continental. Reservations are

gram contact Canton Leisure
Services at (734) 394-5460,

Forum on school
violence

to Computers class, 6-9 p.m.,
Feb. 13, at the chamber office,
45525 Hanford Road, Canton.
Cost is $25 for members, and
$40 for non-members.

Class size is limited.
Reservations are required by
Friday, Feb. 8, by calling the
chamber office at (734) 453-
4040. This class is sponsored
by Telcom Credit Union.

Weight-loss challenge

There is a Weight-loss
Challenge (Nutrition Club) -
now forming in the Plymouth-
Canton area. The club meets
every Tuestlay for 12 weeks.
For detail, call (734) 558-
1688.

-Essay contest

The Plymouth-Canton
Civitan Club is sponsoring its
annual essay contest, with 1st,

2nd and 3rd place winners
taking home $500, $300Q, and
$200. Any student under 21

. who is enrolled as a full-time

student in any high school -
public, private or parochial -

'Iocated within the Plymouth- .

Canton School District, can
compete. The topic this year
is: “Today, there are 6.7 billion -
people living on the planet
Earth. Over 200 million live

in the United States alone.

In such a crowded world, do
the actions of one individual
matier? Can the one have

an impact on the many - for

" good or for bad? Is there any

point in policing our own
actions when there are so
many other people counter-
acting our gains? If it’s pos-
sible to make a significant
change, how could one person
go about doing it?” Deadline
for submission is Wednesday,
March 5, at noon. For more
information on rules, judging
and how to submit, contact
Mrs. Miller in room 2134 at
Salem High School or Kathy
Turnguist of the Civitans at
(734) 459-1896.

Animal rescue
bowlathon

The Guardian Angel
Animal Rescue Cosmic
Bowlathon will take place the
evening of Saturday, Feb. 16 -
at Super Bowl, 45100 Ford
Road, in Canton.

Sign-up begins at 8 p.m.
Cost is $20 per person, and
includes three games, shoe
rental and pizza. All of the
proceeds go directly to help
rescued animals. Please pre-
register by Feb. 12.

* For more information, con-
tact Sandy at (734) 788-6857,
or e-mail guardian_angel
rescue@hotmail.com, or visit
their Web site at gaar.petfind-
er.com. Their hotline is ('734)
332-9459.
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21, 2008 for the following:

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150-:Canton Center S, Canten, Michigan will accept sealed
bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3: 00 p.m. Thursday, February

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

'NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of
Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed

bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, February -

21, 20608 for the following:

' LOWER ROUGE RIVER RECREATION
TRAIL HEADP PROJECT

Bid documents are availablé for pick up as of Jan. 31, 2008 at
Canton Township 1150 8. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48187, -
Attn: Anne Naszradi. An additional fee of $ 20,00 will be charged
for mailing the bid package. A 5 % bid bond will be required. Bid
doeuments are on file for review at Canton Township’s Engineering
Services, and Smith Group JJR, LLC.

A pre-bid meeting will not be held. Contractor questions must be
submitted in writing te Anne Naszradi, Charter Township of
Canten, 1150 8. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48188, no later
than February 13, 2008. All plan holders will receive copies of
contractor questions, responses and any addendums.

The wan;ahlp does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the
provision of services.

" The Towmship reserves the right to reject any or all bids, in whole
or in part, and accept only the bid deemed to be in the best interest
of the Township.

" TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish; January 31 & February 7, 2008 OEQI5RAAI5 - Ix4.6
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 Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150,

36751 Schooloraf, Livnia, NI 48150

LIQUID CALCIUM CHLOR:IDE DUST CONTROL
APPLICATION

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on
our website at on-mi.org, or you may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company name,
address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening.
The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
proposals. The Towns}np does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or dlsabﬂ:lty in employment
or the prowswn of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish: February 7, 2008 et 20

CANTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
1150 S. CANTON CENTER RD.
CANTON, MI 48188.
The following vehicies have been deemed shandoned and will be
sold at public auction February, 12, 2008 at 10:00 AM.

The auction will be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix
Rd., Westland, M1 48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting
bid is for towing and storage.

YEAR MAKE MODEL BODY - VIN#
1299 Ford Taurus 4dr 1FAFP5234X(G134308
2002 Kia Spectra . 4dr EKNAFB121025118539
1994 Ford ’ plu  1FTDF15Y7TRLA76282
1992 - Ford . plu  1FTEX15YINKB78677
1996 Ford Contour 4dr 1FALP65L9TK172959
1995 Pontiac Bonneville 4dr 1G2HZ52K184280337
2005 Chevy Impala 4dr 2G1WF52E759218487
1993 Ford, Escort 2dr IFAPP1LJ4PW329059
1595 Ford Crn Vi 4dr 2FALP7IW4SX158825.
1999 Chrysler Town & Country s/w  1C4GP64LOXB870430
1991 Toyota Camry 4dr 4TISV24EIMU32961]
1995 Landrover sfw  SALPV124568A310950
1999 Chrysler Sebring - 2dr 4C3AU42N1XE109334
1992  Pontiac- Grand Prix 4dr 1GZNES4NSNMO079986
© 1990 Plymouth Voyager sfw  2P4FH4A5K6LR709526
‘1995 Mercury Tracer 4dr 3MASMI10J9SRG00336
1992 Plymouth shw  2P4GH2539NR711677
1995 Ford Aerostar sfw  1FMCA11U28%A40110
1993 Ford Crn Vic ~4dr 2FACPT4WOPX175897

Publish: February 7 & 10, 2008 OEQ8584244 - 234

A regular study meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter

Yack, Zarbo Members Absent: Caccamo Staff Present: Direcior

Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings-
January 29, 2008

Township of Canton held Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 1150
Canton Center 8., Canton, Michigan: Supervisor Yack called the
meeting to erder at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance. Roll
Call Members Present: Bennett, Kirchgatter, LaJoy, McLaughlin,

Faas, Director Eva, Director Conklin, Tom Casari, Bob Belair, Todd,
Zilincik, Bill Serchak, IAC Committee Members: John Anthony,
Charlie Mott, and Kenneth Cary Adoption of Agenda Motion by
Bennett, seconded by McLaughlin to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion carried by all members present. STUDY
SESSION TOPIC Item 1. 2008 Capital Improvement
Projects for Municipal Services, (MSD) Staff prepared a report
summarizing the final program. 2005-2008 Board Goals, 5 Year CIP
- Water and Sewer, 5 year CIP — Intersections, 5 Year CIP — Roads,
5 Year CIP — Sidewalks, 5 Year CIP — Community Improvement
Fund, Other: Supervisor Yack stated the Board Study Meeting for
Tuesday, February 5, 2008 has been cancelled. The next Board
Meeting will be Tuesday, February 12, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. First
Floor, Board Room, Administration Building, 1150 Canton Center
S., Canton, MI 48188. Adjourn Motion by Zarbe, supported by
Bennett to adjourn at 8:43 p.m. to adjourn. Motion carried by all
members present. - Thomas J. Yack, Supervisor - Terry G.

Bennett, Clerk —
Copies of the complete text of the Board Mlnutes are available at the office of the Charter
Tewnship of Cantpn, 1150 S. Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, during regular
business bours and can also be aceessed through our weh site mgmﬂ&gg after
Board Approval.

Publish: Febrnary 7, 2008
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All tucked in at the Paw Print Inn!
Present this ad for a

10% DISCOUNTon ALL services

Simply Pawfect

" 41249 Vincenti Court
 Novi, M1 48375
www.pawprintinn.com

248.615.8500

Boarding + Day Care « Grooming
Day Boarding

Expires'3/31/68. One-time use only.

¥

Educating our community since 1951...

MORTHVILE 0-oP PRESCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, February 9, 2008
10:00 a.m. - Noon
21260 Haggerty Road

North of 8 Mile in the Detrmt First Church of the Nazarene. Please enter at rear of building.

NOW ENROLLING'

M

Parent/Child, 2s, 3s, and 4s kindergarten readiness programs
Also offering hands-on Science Enrichment classes!

~ murturing children and families ~ affordable tuition ~
~ highly-experienced teachers ~ no potty-training requirement ~

Call (248) 348-1791 for more information.-
, WWW. northvﬂlecooperatlvgpreschool. com

New members: bring this ad for a $10.00 registration discount!

N.C.P does not discriminate on the basis of race, 5¢x, creed, or nationality.
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| St M:chae!’s Pansh presents |

“ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT” -
LENTEN FISH FRY

Feb. 8, 15, 22, 29, March 7 &i4
&:30-7-00 pm

¢ Full Dinners, Expertly Prepared » cany-aut Available
s Choice of Hand-dipped Fried or Baked Cod
Aduits: $8 # Kids 3-11: 84 * 3 & Under: FREE » Take Ouf Orders: $7
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The spoils of Fat Tuesday

Holiday Market baker Christy Haradean prepares
a batch paczki dough for the deep fryer on
Monday night, in anticipation of 'Fat Tuesday.
Holiday Market, which made about 3,500 of the
pastries, used a traditional Polish recipe, starting
with a doughnut recipe, then adding more eggs,
margarine and sugar to the dough. ,
At teft, Ernie Lange visited Canton's Holiday
-Market on ‘Fat Tuesday’ and purchased a dozen -
paczki, traditional Polish pastries. Holiday
Market, which made about 3,500 of the pastries,
used a traditional Polish recipe, starting with

a doughnut recipe, then adding more eqgs,
margarine and sugar to the dough.

s Affordable Pricing
¢ 0% Financing Available
» Extended Warranties
¢ Qualily installation

(734) 525-1930

- Qur 33rd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE

Over 30,000 Trallitinnal'rovs & Dolis!

Roll The Die & Save 4 Ilmes The Amount Yon Rol!
5 ) sm “I’ T028% (Minimum 10% Savings) /

Eams Automatic 20% 0@

AlPiNider {3

In stock items guly. Cannot combine offers. Com-
The Doll Hospmzl & Toy Soldier Shop pm details and exclusions n-store. Ends 2ZV08

3847 W. 12 Mile Berkey 248-543-3115 Mon- Wed Fri&Sat 10-5:30 Thurs 10-8:30, Closed Sunday

DOES YOUR DOG LIKE TO
CUDDLE AT NIGHT?

Happy Kounds
nows offers....

Cage-Free
Overnight Boarding!

Your dog will have all the comforts of
home in our home-like environment,
including sleeping on the bed with our
trained and Ioving staff

Elug Day Care.* Boardin
. Visit our website 0

_ “Sweet Dreams
Coat
Happy Hounds!” 4

) Bosox
1f your are at work, on vacation,
o 5° of traveling for business, we are at wok
caring for your loyal friend & companion

e 673 South Main St. Plymouth, MI 48170

Da@ @av Cﬂm

WWW. happyhoundsdaycare com

OEOBSB_2_573

88713 MIDDLEBELT » L VOND

LIBRARY

FROM PAGE-Al

boss, Josie Parker, was the one
who informed her of the town-
ship opening. .

“I wandered into her office
for something else and she
said, ‘Have you seen this? I
think you're ready,” she said.
“She knew I had a goal of
being a director and during
the five years I was in Ann
Arbor she really challenged
me.”

Davis, who worked with
Tabor for about a week, said
the library’s 117-person staff
has been welcoming. .

“I'm finding that the people
that work here want to be
here,” she said. “They love what
they do.”

For the moment, Davis said
she’s still absorbing the atmo-
sphere of the library. She plans
to sit down with board mem-
bers and map out a set a goals
in the near future.

“Fortunately for me, this is
a great library. There was no

mess left behind,” she said.

"It runs well, the programs go
on and it has a well-working
board.”

Davis, who said she foresees-
“refinement” instead of sweep-
ing changes, said she has no

Tegrets about leaving her for-
mei position.

“I knew if I didn’t go for this,
1 would end up regretting it
and this has been like a home-
coming for me,” she said.

tiparks@hometowrlife.com
{134} 459-2700

JOHNSON

FROM PAGE Al

of 40 years in education

- Johnson retired Jan. 25 after
saying goodbye to students and
staff.

“I'm a strong believer in God’s

word and I've always said to
him, "When it’s time for me to
step out, fet me know,” said
Johnson, whose hushand, the
Rev. Alfred E. Johnson, is the
pastor of Bethel AME church in

_ Detroit. “I think that last year

I heard him speak 1o my heart
and say “T'his is your time.’

“It may also have something
to do with my two new grand-
babies,” she said. “Maybe I'll
be able to visit them more in
Arkansas.”

Make no imistake, though,
Johnson said leaving her staff
and students wasn't easy.

. “I'm going to miss Central,”

_ said Johmson, who lives in

Plymouth Township. “I'll come
back and do some volunteer
work here.”

Teachers at Central remem-
ber Johnson fondly and said
they’Hl miss their former prin-
cipal.

“I think she was a great per-
son,” said Ann-Marie Konyha,

an eighth-grade language arts

‘teacher. “She was always very

siipportive and she definitely
loved the kids.”

.Geri Biggs, a Central social
worker, said everything

Johnson did was to benefit

students.

“She always kept us in focus
that the kids are who we were
here for,” said Biggs. “She
didn’t always make us happy,
but she'd put her point across
and you respected her for it
because you knew her heart
and head were in the right
place.”

{bruscato@hometownlife.com | {734) 459-2700

. OEDBB31918

Spa
__is Limited!

Kmdergarten through 8th Grade

St. Peter’s offers:
» A Christian based education
» Solid learning environment
* Smaller class sizes
* A long standing parochial school
education program since 1947.

"NOW ENROLLING FOR 2008/2009

PRESCHOOL ALSO AVAILABLE .
! 2,3 and 4 Year Old Programs Available
Mommg and Afternoon Sessions

ce

WELS.
P

\ .

OEQS8548016
PR

Call auytmxe to schedule a tousr or visit onr web site at waww.stpetersintheranplymouth.org

(DID YOU NOTICE U R MISSING?)

Visit engage, the University of Michigan's one-stop online
clinical research conneclion where our researchers find you. It
tokes only minutes to register your information in our dotabase.
When there is a potential match with a clinical research project,
you will be contacted fo see if you would like to participate.

Every Fur Sale Priced
Plus;

Bring in your old fur
(any age, style or condition)
University of Michigan

Receive A Very Generous
?; Health System

Trade-In Allowance
Through Saturday

Go ’ro W‘WW UMengage org to volum‘eer fodoy
1- 877 5-engage

Satisfy Your Famtasy &
Detroit # (313) 8738300 §|
Bloomfield Hills ® (248) 642-3000 j
ty

www.dittrichfizes, com, e
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oy SPIRTSsoston

Gospel Concert
Many Voices...One Song
Sunday, February 10, 7pm

Come join the Many Voices...One Song
Festival Choir and Ward Chirch's Childrén’s
Choir, accompanied by & percussion ensemble
from Qakland University, as together we cele-
brate music from the African.American tradi-
tion, including beloved spirituais and gospel
music. This family-friendly concert opens with
a lively procession of singers and drumming!
Adrmission s free; donations will be accepted.
Child care is provided through age 4.

' WARD Sl s Uik

40000 Six Mile Road
{Just West of Haggerty)

248-374-7400

HT0038821 1

College Goal Sunday will
help prospective college
students complete federal
financial aid forms. The pro-

‘gram is 2-4 p.m., Sunday,

Feb. 10, at VisTaTech Center
at Schoolcraft College and 26

‘otherlocations across the state.

To be-eligible for federal
financtal aid, individaals must
complete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid or
FAFSA. Doing so by March 1
maximizes a student’s potential
for receiving aid. At College
Goal Sunday, financial aid

experts will be on hand to sit
down with students and par-
ents and to help them through
the process of completing the
FAFSA, :

Individuals attending
College Goal Sunday should
bring their social security
numbers, driver’s licenses or
alien registration cards,
family’s 2007 federal income
tax returns (2006 federal tax
returns if 2007 has not been
filed vet), 2007 untaxed income
records, 2007 W-2 forms,
bank statements and invest-

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

~ through February 14, 20608,

Publish: February 7, 2008

‘Legal Notice -
Charter Township of Plymouth
2007 Winter Taxes

Winter Taxes are due December 1, 2007 and payable through
February 14, 2008 without penalty
appears on the reverse side of your tax statement. MAKE ALL
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
PLYMOUTH. Payments can be made at the Township Hall, 99556
Haggerty Road during regular working hours, Monday - Friday,
8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. After hours payments can be placed in the 24
hr WHITE DROP BOX located along the circular drive,

LaSalle Bank Offices will also accept payment for your convemence

Additional information

RON EDWARDS
Treasurer
Charter Tewnship of Plymouth

QE&585195-2x2 5
——

| Schoolcraft hoSts College Goal Sunday

ment records and information.
Students under 23 years of age
are encouraged to attend with
their parent or legal gnard-
ian. These documents contain
information that is required in
the FAFSA.

Schoolcraft College’s Livonia

campus is located on Haggerty
Road, between Six and Seven
Mile Roads. Parking in Lot N
is recommended.

College Goal Sunday is free.”
Reservations are not necessary.

For more information, visit
www.micollegegoal.org.

LIKE NUMBERS?
there are a piie
ef them in

SPORTS

Ticket Klosk & Tickets Onfine
www.GATi.com
734-844-FILM

DETROIT’S BEST

MOVIE DEAL

ALL LOUNGER SEATS
ALL DIGITAL SOUND
ALL STADIUM SEATING

BIG SCREENS
$4 oo ALL SEATS

EXCEPT ADELT EVE. $ 6 50

Free drink refills & 25c corn rafills
5 No passes
SHOWTIMES 2/8 - 2/13

£ WELGOME HOME ROSGOE
JENKINS (PG-13)
11:30, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 955
& THE EYE (PG-13)
12:05, 2:55, 4:50, 7-05, 9:.20
‘JFRISAT LS 11:36
RAMBO ()
12:30, 2:55, 5:10, 7:25, 935
FRISAT LS 11:45
27 DRESSES (PG-13)
11:45, 2:10, 4:35, 7:00, ©:25
FRI/SAT LS 11:50
GLOVERFIELD (PG-13)
7:45, &:50
FRI/SAT LS 11:55
THE BUCKET LIST (PG-13)
12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45
FRI/SAT LS 11:55
JUND (PG-13)
12:25, 2:40, 4:55, 7:10, 8:30
FRISAT LS 11:45
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG)
11:08, 1:05, 3:10, 5:20

@ THE CAIITIIN PUBLIC LIBRARY

Reusable cotton canvas bags
are now available at the Canton

at 4 p.m. Two full hours of

“crazy gaming fun. Brmg some

CANTON CINEMA

{Oimpre %ﬁ;{;ﬁ w Thatars B0 moan. - 550 pam, - Fobh 500 3w, - 800 pon v B B

06 mam. -~ 1200 o,

For a limited time at our new Huntington

location in Northville, you can get 0.50% off a

Huntington Hoeme Equity Loan or Personal

Credit Line* |t's the perfect way to lower your:

raté_ or monthly payment. To learn more, stop by
our Northville Banking Office located at 44180

Five Mile Road.

off our already low rate®

Huntington

A bank invested in people®

(o) SImporient information about this offer. Subject to apolisation and apprml and aooeptabla Appraisal and title search. To receivi the 0 50% damunt, borrowser must smabllsh optional
A deposit acceunt (0.25% discount) and qualify for & Humtington Checking Package discount {0.25%).

from a Hunti

"\ *Loan rates are determined bv specific undenwriting cmena such as credit history, logn amount, loan term; loan to value ratio and owner oecupancy status. Programs and sondmnns ere sublject to change. ligwancs must be
cartied on the property securing the loan, and if it is located in a Special Flood Hazard Ares, flood insurance may | be required.

“Raﬁei are determmsd by adding an index and'a rnargm The mamm is delern)med bvspecrlm underwriting cmena such a3 cmdil hshunj line amnum loon to value ratio and owner oteupancy status. Rare ia variatle, and can ol R
st b et on the proparty sacuting the koan, andif it is located in @ Special Fiood Hazard Area, flood insarange -

change manthly, bt will fisver be higher than 18.0%. P i
may ba required. There may be an eerly cancellation fes of $250 if you dose your account within 3 years. Mirimum payment requirsment is interest only for the first 10 yaars of the account, followed by a 20vear repaymiant -

0 changs.

penod. Mnhng corby the minimum payrment during the first 10 years will not reduce the principel balance er thie acceunt. Miniinum pwmanrs will be higher during the rapaymant peried to allow for the repayment ofpmulpal

Mambm'JFDIC. ’ # Huntington® and A-bénkhves‘ted in peoples are federally registered sendce marks of Huntington Bancshares Inodrporared. © 2008 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.

Public Library. You can pur- friends.
chase one of these roomy tote B Knit nght Feb. 11 at?y
bags for just $2 and use it to p-m. Drop in and share the fun
carry books, groceries, what-  with fellow kniiters. Beginners
ever. Just ask at the Checkout  and teens welcome.
Desk.
February is Love Your -
Library Month. Once again,  NEW @ YOUR LIBRARY
the library is offering book cov-  Gaming
ers for $1, with proceeds going ¥ College Hoops 2K8 for
to the endowment fund. Your ~ Xhox 360
personalized book cover willbe' B Ghost Squad for Nintendo
hung in the hbrary for everyone Wii
to see. W Mario & Sonic at the
. Olympic Games for Nintendo
Wii '
NOW @ YOUR LIBRARY W NCAA Football 08 for
B ABC Activity Time: Feb.  Xbox 360
8, at 10 a.m. Drop in play with B The Sims 2 Castaway for
sensory activities, puzzles, PlayStation 2
nesting toys and more for kids ‘
ages birth through five Wlth The Canton Public Library

is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road. For more infor-
mation about library programs
and services, call (734) 397-
0999 or visit www.cantonpl.
org.

caregiver.

B PowerPoint I1: Feb. 9,
at 9:30 a.m. Add sound and
motion to your presentations.
Registration required.

W Teen Gaming:-Feb. 11,

. MAYFLOWER TOWING
1179 STARKWEATHER
'PLYMOUTH, MI 48170
734-459-0053
NOTICE OF SALE
The following vehicles will be sold at Public Auction for cash to

satisfy lien pursuant to 8. 713.78 On February 14, 2008 at 10:00
am.

1979 Century Boat CEBQA073M'1 9A
1995 Volkswagen GolfIII'Spert =~ 3VWBABSIHSSMO010877
1995 Mazda Protege DX/LX  JM1BA141850180801
1999  Dodge Intrepid 2B3HD46R5XH636358
1994  Ford Taurus GL 1FALP5244RG172192
1993  Volkswdgen FoxGL 9BWGA2305PP010730
2002 Chevrolet ~  Blazer 1GNCS518W42K146051
1998 Ford . Escort 8E/Sport  1FAFP13POWW208578
‘Publish: February 7, 2008. OEDBSBH1Z - 2025

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
ACCESS TO'PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary reasonable
auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing
upon two weeks notice to the Charter Township of Canton.
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or
calling the following:

David Medley, ADA Coordinator
Charber Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
(734) 394-5260

Publish: February 3 & 7, 2008
UEOBS84471 -~ 225

- CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter 'I‘ownship of Canton,
1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept sealed bids at
the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, February 21, 2008
for the following:

CANTON RELIEF SEWER PROJECT - PHASE I
DENTON ROAD RELIEF SEWER

Bids will be opened and publicly read aloud for the following
approximate quantities of work: :

Construction of approximately 3,783 linear feet (LF) of 18-
inch and 3,000 LF of 156-inch of sanitary sewer by open cut
method,. 340 LF of bore and jack of 36-inch steel casing
pipe, removal and replacement of appreximately 1,110 LF
of storm. sewer varying in size from 12-inch to 21-inch,
associated structures, restoration and related work.. -

Contract Documents are on file with Ms, Terry Bennett, the
Township Clerk.

Contract Documents may be examined at the following locations:
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 South Canton Center Road,
Canton, Michigan 48188-1699; McGraw Hill Construction - Dodge,
Plan Room, 20475 Woodingham Drive, Detroit, Michigan 48221-
1260; Construction Association of Michigan, 43636 Woodward, P.O.
Box 3204, Bleomfield Hills, Michigan 48302; Construction News
| Service, 1773 RW Berends Drive SW., Wyoming, MI 49519; and
Michael L. Priest & Associates, Inc 40655 Koppermck Road,
Canton, Michigan 48187,

Copies thereof for bidding purposes may be obtained at the office(s)
of Michael L. Priest & Associates, Inc., 40655 Koppernick Road,
Canton, Michigan 48187, starting on Thursday, January 31st 2008,
upon making a payment of fifty ($50.00) Dollars if picked up or sixty-
five ($65.00) Dollars if mailed (checks or money orders only —payable
to Michael L. Priest & Assoclates, no ¢ash), none of which w111 be
refunded.

Each Proposal ghall be accompanied by a certified cheek, cashier’s
check, money order, or bid bond, in the amount of at least five (5)
percent of the amount bid, drawn payable to the Charter Township
of Canton as security for the proper execution of the Agreement. All
bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the
Project Name, Bidder’s name, address and telephone number, and
the date and time of bid opening,

A mandatory prebid meeting will be held at 1000 a.m., Monday,
February 11th, 2008 at Canton DPW Building, 4847 Sheldon Road,
Canton, Michigan. Representatives of OWNER and ENGINEER will
be present to discuss the Project. Bldders are reguired to attend the
prebid meeting.-

The deadline for questions regarding the Project is Wednesday,
February 13th, 2008 at Close of Business, 500PM.

The Charter Township ef Canton reserves the right to -aceept or
reject any or all bids and to waive any informality in any bids should
it consider same to be in its best interest. The Township does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services.

Bids may not be withdrawn for the period of 60 days after date of
| receiving bids.

All incuiries shall be directed to Mr. Michael L. Priest or Mr. Tim
Zimmer at 734-459-8560.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish: 1/31/2008, 2/7/2008

0E08583426-2x 10
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Beautiful Michigan Grown

‘Valentine

Now Selling
World Famous
Boxed

Godiva
Chocolates ©¢3RivA

Pink, Sparkling from Australla
Fresh, Floral & Fruity $12.99

CHAMPAGNE & »
THE CHEESECAKE SHOPPE
5" Heartshaped

Low Sodium
"POLISH STYLE",

8 02
COLD WATER
LOBSTER TAIL
ALSO AVAILABLE

Tall-N-Tender
ASPARAGUS

Dole of California
Leafy Bagged

ROMAINE
Crisp, Aunt Mid
GELERY
HEARTS

Fresh, Aunt Mid

CLASSIC
SPINACH

Black Eyed Pea

Reg. $5.99

Seafood

Reg. $7.49

Apricot Pecan
WILD :
RICE :c; 579

All DletZ & Watson

Vine-Ripened

TOMATOES

BIIEAI(FAS'I‘
CEREAL

your choice *Fruity Pebbles

*Cocoa Pebbles.
Hidden Valley @/&
RANGH = PG
DRESSING -Light originai™

your choice *0Original
*Buttermilk

Weich
JUICE your
choice

Tropicana
Pure Premium

ORANGE JUICE . .5

*Original * Grovestand * with Caicium
* Grovestand with Caicium

Land O Lakes
Grade AA
U

| All Bareman

Excluding Chocolate

Ben & Jerry's
lcl:cni'nm 24

: : R

Fresh 6"
Strawberry Pie

Fruit Pies-All Flavors®
*Available Feb. 7th - 17th

GROUND
SIRLOIN

Boneless

ENGLISH
ROAST

Usda Choice

T-BONE
STEAK

Usda Choice

4 Varieties

ATLANTIC

Pineapple Teriyaki

SALMON
FILETS

Watch For Our
Lenten Specials

Congratulations to
Alec J, 6-Year-Old .
of Redford.
Winner of our
Goldfish Contest.
Call 734-524-1000
Ask for Bob in Seafood
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dassages

Obituaries, Memorials, Remembrances

' 1*»80@*5?9#355 < fax: ?3&953-2232
e-mail: oeobits@hometownlife.com

DONALD CLAIR
MOORHEAD

Sept. 1924 to Jan. 2008. Son of
Edward & Mary. Beloved husband of
Delores (Dee)., Father to Craig, Chris,
Pam & Rand. Brother 1o Louise &
Linda., 14 grandkids. Best friend to
Eddie & Roge. Served WWII in India.
Avid athlete. Always lending a hand.
Service held on St. Pete Beach, FL,
true to Don's spirit, a rainbow
appeared.! Donations please to assist
laser cancer ftreatment research:
_{ASLMS, 2100 Stewart #240 Wausau,

WI 54401, We really miss you, Pepaw;
the pied piper of Beverly Hills!

GLORIA ANN DeWOLF

Passed away January 28, 2008.
Beloved wife to Albert T. DeWolf.
Loving mother of Mary (Ed)
Pieniazek, Doloses (Larry)
Niscoromni, Albert (Lisa), Mark,
Cheryl Hodgins (Frank Strucel), John
(Ruth), April (Randy) Tasco, May

{(Gene) Desfarlais, Joseph (Cindy),

and William (Kathy). Loving grand-
mother to 25 beautiful grandchildren
and 12 great grandchildren and two
brothers, Jim (Nancy) & Doug Leflar..
We will all miss her dearly. Visitation
February 10th 1 to 4 pm at Manns-
Ferguson Funeral Honte 17000
Middlebelt - Road (S. of 6 Mile).
Memorial Service at 3 pm. Memorials
to St. Jude’s. Share a memory at:
www.mannsfunerathome.com

HARRY H. BLACK

February i, 2008, age 86, of
Canton, MI. Honored Navy
Veteran of WWII and. the
Korean War. Beloved hus-
band of the late Lomiane, Dear father
of Cary (Jeri) and Sanford (Kathy).
Grandfather of Andrew, Gregory, Julie
(Mark) Stanton and Jacob. Great-
grandfather of Sydney and Isabelle
Stanton. Brother -of Shirley (John)
Knigsly and the late Ralph, Leon, Guy,
Derwood, Carl, Michael, Norman and
Dorothy Biack. Services were held
Tuesday at the Uht Funeral Home,
Westland with Pastor Mick Devins
officiating. Please visit and post a note
of condoleace at www,yhtth.com

HUGH ELMER (Pat)
CRESSWELL

Age 8 formerly of
Rochester Hills, M1 died
Saturday, February 2, 2008
in Placida, Florida. Funeral
Services will be held on Saturday,
February 9, 2008 at 11:00 A.M at the
St. Louis First United Methodist
Church.  Pastor Terri Bentley will
officiate with burial at Wildwood
Cemetery, Chesaning, MI. at 1:30
PM. Wisitation will be held for one
hour prior to the service from 10-1T
-1 AM. He was born on April 22, 1921 in
St. Louis, MI the son of John Elmer
and Vera (Henry } Cresswell. Mr.
Cresswell graduated in 1940 from St.
Louis High School. He attended Alma
College and completed offlcers train-
ing at Western Michigan Untversity
before proudly serving in World War
1f and the Korean War. He served asa
Captain in the Marine Corps, training
troops for the amphibious fank divi-
sions. He was stationed in the Pacific
and was part of the occupation forces
stationed owutside Nagasaki, Japan.
Pat was married to Mariiyn M. Miller
on June 28, 1943 in DPetoskey,
Michigan and they celebrased 63 years
of married life before she died in
March, 2007. They were tesidents of
Rochester Hills, MI for most of their
married lives and enjoyed being mem-
bers of North Star Sail Club where Pat
was an avid sailboat racer and winner
‘of the 1972 Mackinac Race. He was
also a member of the Masons,
Kiwanis, Elks, and Macomb County
Independent Agents Association. Pat
was owner and President of The
Cresswell Insurance Agency in Utica,
Michigan which he founded in 1954.
In 1974 he established QOakland
General Underwriters in Rochester
Hills, Michigan. He retired in 1991 to
enjoy time between Charlevoix, MI
and Placida, FI.. He loved spending
time with his grandchildren, cultivat-
ing flowers, watching football and he
had a great love for animals. His
devotion to his family, stremgth of
convictions, strong [eadership, hon-
esty, independent spirit, sense of
humor, and tender heart allowed him
the ability to be successful in business
as well as personal friendships while
always focusing on the fumure. Mr
Cresswell is swvived by his devoted
son, James T. (Candace) Cresswell of
Harrison Township with whom he
shared a special bond and partnership,
not only in business but in all aspects
of life, one daughter Mary Jane {
David “Jack™} Brillman of Pittsburgh,
three grandchildren; Jon -Cresswell,
Alex PBrillman, and Laura Briflman
whom he loved dearly and his sister
"{Faith (Peach) Best of Alma, MI. He
was preceded in death by his parents,
his wife Marilyn Cresswell, and two
brothers; Richard Cresswell and John
Cresswell. Online condolences can be
sent to  www.smithfamilyfuneral-
homes.com, The family is being
served by Smith Family Funeral
Homes, St. Louis Chapel, 117 North
East Street, St. Louis, M1 48880

Service

IN LOVING MEMGRY OF
WM. TAYLOR BALL

Who Passed away on Feb. 5, 2004.
You are dearly missed. Esther Stuky

JACQSUELINE RAE
TEUER

Passed away February 02, 2008 - Age
04, of Farmington, MI. Memorial
to be held at Ward
Eveangelical Presbyterian Church in
Northville, Saturday, Feb. 9th at 11:00
AM. In lewof flowers please make
charitable contribution, in her name, to
one of the following: Heartland Home
Healthcare and Hospice, Farmington
Area Goodfellows, Meals On Wheels

- Farmington Hiils, New Century |

Home Healthcare Inc., Ward Chnrch.
She was survived by her mother Laura
Sambrookes, sister Phyllis- Knoerzer,
sister Eileen Borem, son Matthew
C.Steuer, grandson Jeffery P. Finke

JAMES K. ORR

Of Whitemore Lake, ME. Age 46, ¥im
was employed as an Engineering
Tech with Aerotek. Survivors include
his wife Jan Jagiclky, his children;
Jimmy X., Jessica and Brian Orr, his
stepchildren; Melissa -and Robert
Mclntyre. A Simple Farewell will be
held [1:00 AM Saturday, February 9,
2008 at Borek Jennings Funeral
Home, Hamburg Chapel, Visitation
will be held Friday from 2-4 & 6-8
PM. Please leave a Message of
Comfort for Jim's family at 877-231-
7900 or visit his guesthook at:
www.borekjennings.com

LINDA M. SHARP
{nee Monforton)

Age 58, lJanuary 31, 2008. Loving
mother of James, John (Nina), Dee-
Ann  (Mike) and Jeff (Becca).
Grandmother of 11, Sister of
Ken,Denise,Dan, Phil, Mary and the
late Andrew. Preceded in death by
parents, Shirley and Earl Monforton.
Visitation Wednesday 2-9pm and
Thursday 1-9pm with 4 vigil service
at 7pm, at the Harry J. Wil Funeral
Home, 25450 Plymouth Rd. (E. of
Beech.Daly), Redford. Friday instate
at St. Robert Beliarmine Catholic
Church, " 27101 W. Chicago (at
Inkster) at 10 am with a celebration
of life Mass at 10:30. Burial at
Cadillac Memorial Gardens-West.
Memorials may be made to the
American Stroke Association

PATRICTA MORAT

Age 73, born April 3, 1934, of
Bloomfield Hills, MI, passed away
after a three and a half year struggle
with cancer on February 2nd, 2008,
Bom in Pontiac, Michigan, Patricia
was a loving wife, mother and grand-
mothér. Patricia was a true extravert
and made many friends wherever she
went, She was generous, foving and
an open -book to ail who would lisien
about her many advemtures. Her
adventures were shared by her devot-
ed and loving husband Arthur Morat.
They were married on February §,
1964, at Shrine of the Little Flower in
Royat Oak, Michigan. Patricia is sur-
vived by her husband Arthur, their two
daughters Monica L. Malvich (Scott)
and Michelle E. Morat, her siblings
James, Joseph and Anita McEwan, her
two grandchildren Rachel and Scott
Jr. and. the many friends who loved
her. Her parents Marguerite B. and
James J. McEwan, pre-deceased her.
Funeral Mass was held Tuesday Feb.
5, at St. Regis Catholic Church,
Bloomfield Hills. Memorial tributes
to Susan-G. Komen for the Care P. O.
Box 650309 Dallas, TX 75265-0309.
View obituary and share memories at:
www.DesmaondFumeralHome.com

RICHARD L. WHITE

of Bingham Twp, passed
away Friday, Feb. 1, 2008 at
Cherry Hill Haven, Richard
was born Nov. 4, 1938 in
Detroit the son of George and Mary
(Dikon) White. On Sept. 26, 1959 in

‘| Redford Twp, ML; he married his lov-

ing wife of forty eight years, Sharon
Souder, who survives, Richard gradu-
ated from Redford Union High School.
As a young man he served his country
in the Air Foree from 1959 to 1963,
Afterwards Richard worked for
General Motors for forty years.
Richard is survived by his wife
Sharoh, three children, Mark R. White
of Royal Oak, Terry J. (Karen) White
of Plymouth Twp, Susan L. (Steven)
Zurek of Chicago, two brothers,
George (Gerry) White, Paul (Pat)
White and five grandchildren. No
services are planned at this time.
Please signt-Richard’s online guesthook
at  wwwlegacy.com/recard-cagle/.
Arrangements are with the Martinson
Funeral Home of Suttons Bay.

ROBERT E. OSBORN

Of Northviile, (formerly
Livonia} Michigan iived a
full 86 years of life, Bob left
us in the early morning hours
of February 4th, surrounded in love
with his wife and famnily by his side.
Bob (or better known as “Mr. Oh™ or
“Ozzy™} is swivived by his best friend
and wife of 24 years, Sharon E.
Osbern, a sister Dorothy (Karl) Fink,
his children David (Sue) Osborn,
Patricia (Bill) Tatarski, Jim (Carolyn)
Osborn, Sharon Falk (Michael)
Popiel, Lisa Falk (Daniel} Barron,
nieces Barbara (Donald) Hunter,
Cindy (Bill} Cole, nephew Gary Fink
along with 11 prandchildren and two
great-grandehildren. Bob was bom in
Croswell, Michigan on, August 13,
192%. The son of Hazel and Elmer
Osbome he graduated from
Mackenzie High School in 1939, Bob
worked at Ford Motor Company (jok-
ing that he was there before the
unionst) He attended the University
of lowa as a Naval Cadet and served
in the U.S. Navy from 1942-1946, He
worked anmd later retired from
Michigan Bell in £970. Bob then went
on to serve 13 years as the Divector of
Public Works for the City of Livonia.
Bob was very involved ir the Livonia
community serving as a Board
Member of the Livonia Anniversary
Committee (SPREE), Board Member
of Laurel Woods Condo Association,
Vice President of the Brashear Tower
Management Company. In addition,
he was a former Livonia Housing
Commisstoner, 1970-73, Trustee at St.
Mary-Mercy Hospital from 1980-84
and was active in Little League base-
ball, football and the Livonia YM.C.A
Indian Guides. Bob along with his
partaers Ed McNamara and Haze
Wilson designed, developed and
owned The Oasis Golf Center in
Northville Township from 1964 until
1994. The family will receive guests
at Casterline Funeral Home, 122 W.
Duniap Street, Northville on Thursday
from 2:00 - 8:00 pm. The funeral
service will be held at Casterline
Funeral Home on Friday, February 8th
at 11:00 am. Burial will be at Rural
Hill Cemetery, Northville, Michigan,
Memorial contributions to Northville
Community Foundation, attn: Tractor
Fund or Northville Twp. Professional
Fire Fighters, Local 3961 Charity
Fund, would be appreciated.

P . W Y
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RUTH EVELYN
WOODRUFF

Age 82, passed away at Heartland
Health Care Center in Ann Arbor on
Tuesday, January 29, 2008. She was
born or March 24, 1925, in Detroit to
John and Anna (Slaggdrd) Blunden
and married Charles Woodruff on
May 29, 1943, in Detroit. Ruth was
currently a member of the United
Methodist Church in Troy, Michigan.
Ruth is survived by her chiidren,
Patricia (Barry Yates) Awood of Ann

“Arbor, David (Tenya) Woodruff of ||
Branch, and Lavra (William) Horwath

of Beverly Hills; many grandchildren;
several great-grandchildren; and two
brothers. She was preceded in death
by her husbhand Charles in 1994; six
sisters; and a brother. Funeral Services
will be held at 11 am, Saturday,
February 9, 2008, from the Fremont
United Methodist Church with inter-
ment in Maple Grove Cemetery. For a
more Jasting memorial, friends are
asked to consider the Fremont United
Methodist Church. Friends may share
memories and condolences with the
family at  www.crandelifh.com.
Arrangements by Crandell Funerat
Home 7193 W. 48th Street PO 14§
Fremont, MI 49412, 1-888-464-7837,

SAIMA IL PALMER

Age 92, formérly of Farmington Hills,
MI, passed January 31, 2008. Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, MI

The Honorable
S. JAMES CLARKSON

Age 82 of Naples, FL passed
away on February 1, 2008
surrounded by his loving
family. Jim has practiced law
for 50 years; and is admitted to prac-
tice before the United States Supreme
Court, The Federal Courts, Michigan
Supreme Couri, Michigan Court of
Appeals, the Circuit Courts of Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb Counties and
many District and Probate Cowrts in
Southeastern Michigan. He served as a
Judge of the 46th District Court for ten
years; appeinted by the Michigan
Supreme Court o sit as-a visiling
judge in Wayne County Circuit Court,
Recorder’s Court and other District
Courts in Southeastern ML Jim acted
as a visiting judge for an additional ten
years, Jim was a mediator for 5 years
in Wayne and Oakland County. In
addition Jim served in three branches
of government Legislative, Michigan
State Representative from 1959 to
1960 Oakland County Board of
Supervisors, 1961 to 1968. Executive,
Mayor of Southfield, Michigan serv-
ing four terms from 1961 to 1968.
Judiciary branch as District Judge,
46th District Court 1969 to 1979. In
addition Jim also served on many gov-
ernment and community service
beards. Jim setved in World War [
with Patton’s Third Army; 26th
Infantry Division (Yankee Division)
101st Infantry Regiment, awarded the
American Theater Ribbon, EAME
Theater Ribbon with four battle stars.
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Silver
Star Medal. Bronze Star Medal
Victory Medal and Good Conduct
Medal. Jim is preceded in death by his
first wife and mother of his children
Betty. He is survived by his four sons,
Eldest son Jim (Pamela) is a practicing
Docter of Veterinary Medicine,
Kenneth graduated from University of
Michigan Law School and is a practic-
ing attorney in Ml-and FL. Don (Kim)
graduated from the University of
Michigan and is a Southfield Michigan
fire fighter. Tom (Keily) the youngest
son is a graduate of University of
Michigan and an Ana Arbor
Schoolteacher. Jim is also survived by
his loving wife of 20 years Millie and
her children Chris (Dave) Colden ,

Larry (Brocke) Brown and Mark].

Brown; fifteen grandchildren Jim, Jon,
Trent, Dylan, Samantha, foe, Adam,
Allie, Kate, Kelly, Larry, Ashley,
Stephen, Hannah and Georgia; sister
Trudy Morgan. Memorial gathering
was held on February 4, 2008 from
6:00- 8:00 p.m. at Fufler Funeral
Home 4735 Tamiami Trail East.
Memorial Mass Tuesday February 5th
, 8:00 am. St.- Ann’s Parish 475 9th
Ave. South Naples. In ieu of flowers
memorials in Jims name may be made
to Avow Hospice 1095 Whippoorwill
Lane Naples, FL 34105 or $t. Ann’s
Parish 475 9th Ave South, Naples or
St. Am’s Parish of Muskoka Lake P.O.
Box 32 82 Joseph St. MacTier Onterio
Canada POC-1HO. Fuller Funeral
Home, Naples, Florida 239-417-5000.

§ OBITUARY Q

POLICY
The first five “billed” lines of an
obituary are published at no cost.
All additionat lines will be
charged at $4 per line. You may
place a picture of yout loved one
for an additional cost of only $6.
Symbolic emblems may be
incleded at no cost {example:
American  Flags,  religious
symbols, etc)

Deadlines:

Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday
Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday

Obituaries received after these deatfiines
will be placed in the next availabie issue.

) e-maif your obif o
oeobits@hometownlife.com

or fax io;
Atin: Obits c/o Charolette Wiison

734-953-2232
For more infornration calt:
Charolette Wilson
734-953-2070
or Liz Keiser
734-953-2067
or toll free

1. 866-818-7653
ask for Char or Liz
(E08519962

If you want to submit an item for
the refigion calendar, fax it to
{134y 591-7279 o1 write: Religion

. Calendar, Ohserver Newspapars,

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, M 48150, -
Deadline for an announcement {o
appear in the Thursday edition is noon
Monday.

FEBRUARY

World refigions
Have you ever wondered why are
there so many different religions? How
should Christians view other religions?
How is 6od at work in ofher refigions?
What'is the fate of those who earnestly
pursue God through other religions?
Join Farmington First United Methodist
Church for & six-week, video-based
study on Christianity and Hinduism,
Buddhism; [stam, and Judaism.
Morning and evening classes available
beginning 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday Feb. T,
Tuesday class began 10-1730 a.m. Feb.
5, at the church, 3382 Grand River, -
Farmington. Call (248) 474-6573 for
details.

Divorce recovery : :
The wirtes/spring workshop meets:
7-9:30 p.m. every Thursday until March
13, at Ward Church, Northville. Cost is
$30in advance, 535 at the door and
includes materiais and refreshments.
Free childcare provided and financial-
help is available if needed. Deadline
for regisiration for current session is
Feb. 7, cali (248) 374-5929.

Lenten fish dinners
St. Michael the Archangel Parish of -
Livonia invites everyone to it's All You
€an Lat Lenten Fish Dinners, beginning
4:30-7 p.m. Friday, Feb; 8 and continu-
ing Feb. 15, 22, 29, and March 7 and 14,
in the cafeteria of St. Michael School,
1441 Hubbard, south of Plymouth
Rd. Livonia. The dinners feature a
choice of hand-dipped fried or baked
cod aiong with a large assortment of
side dishes and beverages. Cost is $8
adults, $4 for children ages 341, free
for age 3 and under. Carry-out orders
available at $7 each. For information,
calt {T34) 2611455, Ext. 200.

Hunger workshop
Presented by Bread for the World, a

“ Christian nen-partisan hunger legisia-

tion organization, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 9, at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 814 North Campbeli,
Royat Oak. For information, cali (134)
4B7-9058, send e-maif {o woiverbob@
yahoo.com or visit www.breadmichi-
gan.org. No charge. During an offering
of Letters, individuals and congrega-
tions are asked rot to donate funds,
but write Congress on specific hunger-
fighting legistation. -
Widowed Friends
{talian buffet dinner, conversation and
cards for widowed men and woren
of ait ages Wednesday, Feb. 13, at
Corsi's Itajfian Restaurant, Seven Mife
near inkster, Livenia. Social time from
& p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. followed by
social time and music until 9:30.p.m.
Cost $15, includes buffet. Send pay-
ment by Feb. 9. Far information, calt-
Chet at (734) 459-4316 or Gloria at
{313) 381-4187. ’

Single Place Ministry
Upcoming activities inclede Dining Out
Group at Doc's Sporis Refreat, 19265
Victor Parkway, east of I-275 at Seven
Mile exit 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb, 13,
reservations mandatory, call Grace
at (734) 464-4029. Buffef dinner at
Northville Downs 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
16, $33, advance paid reservations by
Feb. 9, call {734} 459-7235. Dinner and
movie 5:30 p.m. Saturday, March 8, at
Grape Expectations Wine and Tapas
Bar, Plymouth, calt Bruce at (734) -
4597235, Singie Place Ministry meets
Thursdays 7:30-7:45 p.m. for social
time, 7:45-8 p.m. opening, 8-9 p.m.
program, at First Presbyterian Church,
200 East Main Street, Northville. Call
(248) 349-0911 ar visit www.single-
place.org. Cost is 85 per person.

Court of St. Brigid )
Scholarship Program sponsored by the
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians,
Rose Kennedy Division, will be held
Saturday, Feb. 16, at the AOH Hall,
24242 Grand}?ivef, Detroit. Educational
schotarships will be awarded to the .
winner and her court. Higible for the
program are girls, ages 17-22, who
are Irish and Catholic. For appiication
and more information, calf Maureen
Kelly at (734) 632-G334 or visit www,
detroitirish.org. Deadline for applica-
tion is Friday, Feb. 9.

Reformed Protestant services
A new series of sermons on the
Doctrines of Grace is being preached

by Rev. Sean Humby 3:30 p.m. Sundays .

at the Detroit Preaching Station of the -
Free Cherch of Scotland (Continuing), -
at Cherry Hill School, 50440 Cherry
Hilt, corner of Ridge Road, Canton.
For more information, calf Richard
Waidecker at {734) 664-1815, visit www.
westminsterconfession.org, or e-mail
Humby ai sean.humby@fuse.net.
Gospel concert
Many Yoices...One Song honors Black
- History Month with a cefebration of -
gospel and spiritual songs sung by
the Festival Choir and Children's Choir,
accompanied by African drums 7 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 10, Ward Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, 40000 W. Six
Mile, Northville, No charge. A free-will
offering wiff be taken at intermission.
Chifd care provided through age 4. For
information, calt (248} 374-7400.
Christian comedian ~
Ed Thompsan (www.edthompson-
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live.com}, 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 30, af.
Christ Qur Savior Lutheran Chiurch,
14175 Farmingkon Road, north of 1-96
(Schoolcraft service drive), Livonia.
Lall (734) 522-6830.

Curt Collins congert )
Top 20 Christian Music performes
Curt Cotlins will be performing 4 p.m.
Sunday, Feh. 10, at St. John Lutheran
Church 23225 Gill,, two biocks west of
downtown Farmington. Admission is
free. A Lave Offering will be taken. Cail
(248) 474-0584.

Choir concert -
The Courviile Concert Choir from
Detroit sings at 1 a.m. Suaday, Feb.
10, at Fiest Baptist Church of Detroit,
21200 Southfield Rd., north of Eight
Mite, Southfield. A free will ofering wiil

" be collected. The youth chair will sing

classical and gospel songs. For infor-
rmation, call (248) 569-2672.

From grief to new hope
Second week of an 8-week grief work-
shop continuing 7-8:45 p.m. Monday,
feb. 1, at Ward Churth, Northville. Led

* by Cathy Clough, Executive Director of
New Hope Center for Grief Support. No
pre-registration necessary. Far infor-
mation, call Single Point Ministries at
(248) 374-5920.

Mid-week worship
Begins 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feh. 13, and
continues to March 12, at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church, 39020 Five Mile,
Livonia. Call (734) 464-0211. Evening
begins wilh worship followed by a
.simple meal of bread and soup, and
concludes with fellpwship and mission
projects.

Lenten services
Mid-week Wednesday Lenten Services
7:30 p.m. Feb. 13, 20, 27, March 5 and
12, Holy week services 10 a.m. Paim
Sunday, March 16; 7:30 p.m. Maundy
Thursday, March 20; Good Friday
{Marck 21) Reflections on the Passion

~12:30-2 p.m., Tenebrae Service at 7:30

p.m.; Easter Vigil 7:30-9 p.m. Saturday,
March 22, and §:30 a.m, and [ a.m.
Easter Sunday, March 23, at Holy Cross
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 30650
Six Mile, Livania, For information,
call (734) 427-1414. Weekly warship
services 10 a.m. Sundays with nursery,
Aduit Eearning and Sunday Schoal at
9:30 a.m. No 6 p.m. Sunday services
during Lent or Easter Stnday. All are

« welcome.

Lenten services
Noon and 7.30 p.m. Ash Wednesday,
Feb.13, 20, and 27, and March 5 and 12,

" at Immanued Lutheran Church, 27035
Ann Arbor Tradl, Dearborn Heigits. The
Pufpit Theme is The Places of Passion.
Holy Weak services 10:30 a.m. Palm
Sunday, March 16 with Confirmation;
7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday, March 20;
noon and 7:30 p.m. Good Friday, March
21 and Easter Sunday, March 23.

Lenten services
Continue at 7:30 p.m. in the chapel
every Wednesday through March i3, at
St. James Presbyterian Church, 25350
W. Six Mile, Redford, (313) 534-7730.
Maundy Thursday service will be 7:30
p.m. March 20, the Easter Worship
Service at 10 &.m. March 23 inthe
santtuary.

Prince of Peace Church
Recovery, Inc.. meets at 10 a.m., every
Wednesday at the church, Wainut Lake
Road and Green, West Bloomfield.
Recovery, Inc., is an international,
non-profit, self-neip community hased
service organizafion that helps people
with nervous and emotional disorders
reduce their suffering and improve
their quality of life. Call Martha Paui at
(248) 682-9362 or e-maif her at mar-
thapaul@sbeglobal net.

Antique show
44th Annual Antique Show 10 a.m. to
9 p.m. Friday, feb.15, and 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 36, at St. John's

" Episcopat Church, 26998 S. Woadward

at 11 Mile, Royal Oak. This year 28 deal-
ers show silver, crystal, china, pottery,
clocks, jewelry, dolls & toys, garden
décor, oak-pine-walnut furniture,
sewing collectibles, vintage clothing
& hats, orientalia. Homemade soups,
salads, sandwiches, complete dinners
& desserts available Friday. Lunchecn
ment only on Saturday. A country
store offers homemade breads,
cookies and candy. Also offered is an
assortment of silk $pring flowers and
decorative items. Donation is $5 per
persen. Ample on-site parking free. All
proceeds help support St. John's Open
Hands Food Pantry and a variety of
missions and projects of the Episcopal
Church Women.

Learning from loneliness
Dr. Paul Melrose talks abaut fonefi-
ness and how caregivers can assist
their care receivers and even them-
selves with loneliness 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 17, at Nardin Park Uniteg
Methodist Church, 29987 W. Eleven
Mile, Farmington Hills, Cost is $10.
RSVP by Feb.14. Call (248) 474-4701.

The Catholic Marriage FAQ
Beacon William Meahan presents the
things you thought you knew but
didn't, things you dids't think you
knew but, 10:45 a.m. 1o noon Sunday,
Feb.17, in Bixman Hall at St Aidan
Cathotic Church, 17500 Farmington Rd.,

- north of Six Mile, Livonia. Pre-registra-
tion requested, cail {734) 425-5950. 7
No charge.

The Jesus Prayer B
A Lenten presentation by Byzantine
Catholic Bishop Nicholas Samra
2-4 p.m. Sunday, feb. 24, at Sacred

Please see RELIGION, A7
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Hear! Byzantine Catholic Thurch
Banquet Hail, 29125 W. Six Mile, east
of Middiebelt, Livonia. $10 donation

at the door covers hall and refresh-
ments. RSVP by Feb. 20. Calt (734)
422-0778. Presented by Pascha Books
& Gifts now located at the Sacred
Heart Byzantine Catholic Church,
Learn how the words are based on
scriptural texts.

- {lothing bank

Canton Chyistian Fellowship Clothing
Bank is open 10 a.m. to noon Saturday,
Feb. 23, and the fourth Saturday of
every month, at the church, 8775
-Renda Drive, south of Joy, between
_Haggerty and Lilley. Free tlothing for
men, women and children. For more
information, calt (734) 404-2480 or
visit www.CantonCF.org.
Lenten symposium
Saturday, Feb. 23, at 5t. Cyrif and
Methadius Catholic Church, 41233
Ryan, Sterling Heights. Featured

speaker is the Rev. Monsigaor Charles
Mangan of the Vatican's Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and

" Sacieties of Apostolic Life. Cast is $40

advance ($45 at door}, 520 students,
free for seminarians. All speakers also
attend the youti sympesium (cost $15

- for ages 12-17). Registration begins

at 7 a.m., followed by Mass at 8 a.m.
for more information, visit www.holy-
trinityapostolate.com, send e-mail
to barbaramm@shcgiobal.net or call
Shirley at (313) 277-8905, Jerene (248)
625-246% or Bonnie (586) 781-8523.
Registration form must be received
by Feb. 20.

Widowed Friends

Widowed men and women of all
ages are invited 10 a 230 p.m. Mass
Sunday, Feb. 24, foliowed by fel-
lowship and refreshments at St.
Colymban Parish, 1775 Melfon, north
of 14 mile between Woodward and
Coolidge, Enter the building deor in
back closest to rear parking lot. For
information, call Marilyn at (586}
739-9406.

Men's retreat

Feh. 29 toMarch 2, at 5t. Paul of the

NEW HOPE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

33640 Michigan Ave. = Wavne, M1
\Between Wayae Rd. & Merriman Rd.}
(734) 728-2180
Virgil Humes, Pastor

Saturday Evening Worship :00 pm

Suniday Worship 7:30 &.m. and 14:45 a.m. » Sunday School 9:30 am.
Wodnesday Praise Service 600 pan. » Wednesday Children, Youth and Adult Bible Stedy 7:00-8:30 pm.

| _BELIEFS AND VALUES |

Cross Retreat Center, Quter Drive
and 1-96. Single rooms, own hath, all
meals. Cost is approximately $125.
Call Ruben at (734) 261-9321 for
appointment.

UPCOMING
Bethany Suburban West .
Monthly dance 8 p.m. to midnight
Saturday, March 1, at St. Robert
Betlarmine, 27101 W. Chicago at
Inkster Rd., Redford. Cost is $10,

refreshments inctuded. Doors open at P

7:30 p.m. D.J is Dick Gerathy. Call Diane
for information (734} 261-5716.

VYBS summer ministries
The International Christian Education
Association presents its 42nd preview
8a.m. to4 p.m. Saturday, March 1, at
Ward Cherch, Six Mile and Haggerty,
Northville. Get a head start on your
church’s summer program by viewing’
exhibits and demonstrations from
national publishers, attend 4 of 20
workshops on organizing, planning
and administering summer pro-
grams, a‘so make and take puppetry
and teaching techniques, morning
refreshments and lunch included in

Clarenceville Unlted Methodist
2(G300 Middiebelt Rd, - Livonia
248-474-35444
Pastor Beth Librande
Worship Service 9:30 AM
Sunday Scheol 11:00 AM

Nursery Provided -

registration.fee. The event is non-
denominational and open to the pub-
lic. Cali (248) 557-5526 or visit www.
iceaonline.erg.

Garage sale
Includes household items, tagls,
books, games, toys, electronic toys/
games/equipment, clean, gently used

children’s clothing & baby items S am.

to 5 p.m. Friday, March 7, and 9 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Saturday, March B, Grab bag -

noon to 2 p.m. Saturday, at St. Aidan
Activity Center, 17500 Farmington
Road, north of Six Mile, Livonia.
Admission $t per person, Garage sale
donations accepted before and after
masses March 12 in parish garage, No
furniture, adult clothing accepted. No
strollers permitted during sale, For
information, cafl Ruth McCarthy at
(734) 464-5973,

Bethany Suburban West
Lenten Mass 9 a.m. Sunday, March
9, at Madonna Chapel, Schooicraft
and Levan, Livonia. Please use the
Newburg entrance, breakfast to fol-
low. Cail Kathy for details (734) 513
9479, _
Game Night 7.30-10 p.m. Friday, March

Redford
HAidersgate

United Mefhodist South of

10000 Beech Daly, | Phymouth

313-937:3170

9:3G - Trad. Worship & Sun, Sch,

11:00 - Contemp. Family Worship
www.redfo ate.q

2 blocks

ST ANNE’S ROMAN -
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Immemorial Latin Mass .
Approved by Pope St Fius V in 1570
St. Anne’s Academy - Grades K-8
23310 Joy Road » Redford, Michi
5 Blocks . of Telegraph « (313) 5345?‘31}21
Mass Bchedute:
Fri. 7:00 g.m.
Sat, 1108 am.
Sum, Masses  7:30 & 10:00 aun.

Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
Tue: at 7:00 PM,

14 Mile Road and Brake, Farmington
(248) 6619191
Sunday Worship
and Children’s Church
9:15 a.m. Contemy
11:00 a.m. Traditional

Child Care frovided for all services |-

St Genevieve Roman Gatholic Church
§t. Genevieve School - PreK-8

MASS: Tues, 7 p, Wed., Thurs, 9 a,
Sat-4 p, Sun Ha

St. Maurice Roman Catholic Church
32765 Lyndon » Livonia ¢ 734-522-1616
(betwesn Merriman & Farmington Roads)
MASS: Mon. 8:30 a, Fr. 8:30 a,

Sat. 6p, Sun a

PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE

45801 W, Ann Arbor Road » (734) 453-1525
‘Sunday School - 9:45 A M,
Sunday Worship - 11:00 A.M,
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M,
Famity Night - Wed. 7:00 PM,

NEW HORIZONS FOR CHIEDAEN LEARNING CENTER

(734) 455-3196

T 29015 Jamison « Livonia » 734-427-5220
{Fast of Middlebelt, hetween 5 Mile & Jeffries)

Youth Groups « Adult Small Groups|:

"Mare than Sunday Services”

Worship Services
2:00 & 11:15 a.m.

» Dynamic Youth and Children's Programs
* Excellent Music Ministries
+ Small Groups For Every Age
+ Qutreach Qpportunities
Pastor:
. Dr. John Grenfell 1}
Asscciate Pastor: Rev. David Wichert

First United Methodist Church
' of Plymouth
43204 Noith e vial Road
L
{734

www,ofy

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“Open Hearts, Minds & Doors”
36500 Ann Arbor Trail
betweon Wayne & Newburgh Rds.
734-422-0149
Worship Service
and
Sunday School
915am. & 11:00 am.

Rev. Marsha M. Woolloy

Visit our WWW. org

14, at the S, Linus Activity Center

at the school. Cost is $5 or bring &
snack or dessert for at least 10 people
or a cotiple of targe botttes of pop
(reqular and diet), and we.wilt supply
the paper products and coffee. Play

cards or board games for the evening.,

There will be prizes. Cali Kathy for
details and direcfions.(734) 513-947%
or Michele (313) 994-8644.
Easter season worship
9115 a.m. and 1t a.m. Palm Sunday,
March 16; 7:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday,
March 20, and 9:15 a.m. and 1 a.m.
Easter Sunday, March 23, ak Newburg
United Methodist Church, 36500
Ann Arbor Trdfl, Livania; noon Good
Friday, March 21, at St. Matthew's

- binited Methedist Church, 30900 Six
Wile, Livonia and 7 p.m. Good Friday,
at Clarenceville United Methodist
Church, 20300 Middlebait, Livonia
{contemporary service), and 7
a.m. Easter Sunday at Greenmead
Historical Park on Newburgh, north of
Eight Mile, Livonia. For information,
call (134)422-0149.

Bethany Suburban West

Monthly breakfast 9:30 a.m. Saturday

March 22, at Leon's Family Dining
30149 Ford Road, south side (next to
Tim Horton's), Garden City. Al sepa-
rated, divorced and singles weicome.
For details, call Kathy (734) 513-9479.
Monthly darce 8 p.m. te midnight
Saturday, April 5, at St. Robert
Bellarmine, 2710 W. Chicago at
Inkster Rd., Redford. Cost is $10,
refreshments included. Doors open at
7:30 p.m. DJ is Dick Gerathy. Call Diane
for information (734) 261-5T16.

Game Night 7:30-10 p.m. Friday, March
14, at the §t. Linus Activity Cenfer

at the sehool. Cost is 85 or bring a
snack or dessert for at {east 10 pecple
or a couple of large bottles of pop
{reqular and diet), and we will supply
the paper products and coffee. Play
cards or board games for the evening.
There will be prizes. Cali Kathy for
details and directions {734) 513-947%
or Michele (313) 996-8644.

Monthly breakfast 3:30 a.m. Saturday
April 19, at Leon's Family Dining 30149
Ford Road, south side (next to Tim
Horton's), Garden City. All separated,
divorced and singles weicome. For
details, call Kathy (734) 513-9479.

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church

14175 Farmington Road, tivonia Just north of 1-96

734-522-6830

Sunday Worship
8:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional

Staffed Nursery Available

Sunday/Bible Class
9:45 am
Early Chiidhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413

Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
" Pastors: Robert . Bayer and Anthony M. Creeden

el i

313-532-2266

=3 -
Cherry Hill Seventh-day
Adventist Church
33144 Cherry Hill, Garden City, MI 48135

{1 block west of Venoy) Phone: 734-524-0880

Pastor: Eddie Petreaca
Mesatings on Saturdays for:

Early Morning Bible & Health Class-8 a.m.

Worship Service-English-9:30 a.m.

Sabbath School (ak ages)-11:00 c.m.
Worshlp Service-Hispantc-12:30 pm.

Wednesdays:

Prayer Mesting-7 p.m.

fellowship Presbyteriar Chyreq

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. « Worship: 10:30 am.
Pastor: Dr. Jimmy McGuire

Services held at: Madonna University’s Kresge Hall

36600 Schoclcraft Road » Livonis
Parking lot is on N.W. corner of Levan & Schooleradt » Norsery provided

1¢ Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 3625

BELL, GREEN

o o 05 gy
Casual, Contemporary,
Excellent Children's
Program

Meets at Franklin H.S. in
Livenia on Joy Road

H {Between Merriman and Middiebelt Roads)

at 10:00 a.m.
Soin 71;;1"-425-1 174 and
do'::‘urs after e servicel

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Plymouth
1160 W, Amn Arber Trail, Plymouth, ME
734-453-0970
Sunday Service 130 a.m.
Sunday School 1:30 am.

Wedl, Evening Testimony Mereting 7:30

Reading Room i::m:a at church
Saturday ¥3:00 pou.-2:90 p.m.
734-453-0970

ROSEDALE GARDENS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCR (USA)
9501 Hubbard at W. Chicage, Livonia, Ml
{betwaan Meeriman & Farmington Ads,)

KL (734) 422-0494
& ° www.rosedalegandans ong
Chapel Worship Service
9:00 am

Traditional Service
fugsy - 19:30 am

. WE WELCOME YOU TO A
FULL SERVICE CHURCH

S, James Prestiyterian
Church, USA

25350 West Six Mile Rd.
Redford (313} 534-T730
Sunday Worship Service - 10:00 AM., Sum:la{’I
Schoot - 10:15 A, Thursday Dinners - 6:00 £
Thrift Store every Saf. 10am-2pm
Nursery Care Proviged » Handicapped Accessibie
Hev. Paul 8. Bousquette

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH |
MISSOURI SYNOD

25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY
REDFORD TWi

Worship Service
915 & 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School
9:15 & 11:00 AM.
Nursery Provided
The Rev. Timsthy P Halboth, Senlor Pastor
The Rev. Dr. Victor F. Halboth, Assistant Pastor

ﬂ Evangelical Preshyierian Church

40000 Six Mile Road
st west of 275"
Northville, MI
248-374-7400

Traditional Worship
9:00 & 10:20AM.
Contemporary Worship
9:00A.M.

Nursery & Sunday School During
Al Morning Worship Services
Evening Sesvice ¢ 7:00 p.m.
Service Broadcast
11:00 A.M. Sunday

WRDT-AM 560 |
The WMUZ Word Station
For additional information
visit www.wardchurch.org

HOSANNA-TABOR

LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

9600 Leverne « So. Rediord » 313-937-2424
“Vacancy Pastor - Rev. Carl Roclaohe”
Sunday Morning Worship .
8:30 &8 1%:00 am.
Education Hour 9:45 a.m.
Christian Schogt
Pre-Kindergartan-8th Grade

For more information calt
313-937-2233

Risen Christ Lutheran

David W. Martin, Fastor

46250 Ann Arbor Read + Plymouth

{1 Mile W. of Sheldon)
{734) 453-5252
Worship 8:15 & 10:45 am

Sunday School 9:3¢ am
Aduit Bible Study 9:30 am
Nursery Care Available
Wednesday Lenten Worship
Feb. 6 - March 12, 7:00 p.m.
wnow.risenchrist.info

ST. PAULS EV. Lut
CHURCH & ScHOpL
17810 FARMINGTON ROAD,
Livonia (734) 261-1360

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
B:30 AM. & 10:30 AM.

website: www.stpauislivonia.org

. Timoy theran rc]]
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

{B3etween Ann Arbor Trait & Joy Road)
Livonia » 427-2280
Jill Hegdal, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
{Nursery Available)
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OUR VIEWS

Don't touch
that channel!l

A Comcast executive apologized recently for failing to
communicate adequately and work cooperatively with
local communities over the company’s plans to move
public-access cable chanrels to the 900 level on the pro-
gram grid.

Now, we hope Comecast takes the next step and drops
its plans.

That would be good news for everyone who cares about
what their local township board, city council and school
boards are up to, inchuding residents in the Observer cov-
erage area.

It would be welcome news for local officials, too, who
encourage citizen participation. Among those officials is
Canton Township Supervisor Tom Yack, who sent a terse
letter to Comcast officials criticizing their plans.

Yack realizes moving the public, education and govern-
 ment (or PEG) channels will make it that much more dif-
ficult for residents to be able to find broadcasts of public
meetings.

. In addition, Canton has invested a lot of money in its
cable studio, and the production of several local pro-
grams that feature Canton people, places and events.
How many people will have the patience to scroll past
the pay-per-view and adult channel menn to find those
programs, not to mention their township board or school:

_ board meetings? How many ‘people will even know they
" will still be able to find them? -

Not only will a move to the 900 level inconvenience
residents, it will result in added costs.

Viewers would need special converter boxes for each LETTERS
TV to access the channels because they will be carried in . : - o . ) ] , ‘ ]
digital instead of analog format. Comcast has offered to - Time to work toqethef Livonia employer (American Community ~ We were told the electorate would decgie.
supply one converter hox per household for free after the Mutual Insurance CO.) and when thearti- It ‘.’W)uld be more open, more democratic.
change — but just for the first year. “Others, Lord, Yes, others. Help us to  clefirst appeared, our employment coor-  Isit?

On Jan. 14, U.S. District Judge Victoria Roberts placed - live for others, that I may live like Thee.”  dinator called the shelter and was told I envision a different presidential pri-

These are the words of an old Methodist ~ Deborah had already secured a position.  mary. The primaries and caucuses, are all
hymn and they embody a philosophy that In reading the follow-up article; Iwas  on the same day, taking place four weeks
we should try and live by today, more than  so happy to learn that she not only gota  before the November election. At the

a temporary restraining order on the cable provider, halt-
ing its plan to shift PEG channels after Dearborn and
Meridian Township, near Lansing, filed suit.

Comeast argues the move is needed hecause of com-- ever. great job but a family offered her their national party conventions the candidates
L & d technological ch It is good at any time, but especially . vacant home with an option of rent to are given equal opportunities to explain
petitive pressures and technological changes. during the Lenten season, to take the time  own and she only has to pay utilitiesfor ~ why we should vote for'them. There are
_But we hope the company sees the greater need to con- toreflect. . the first six months 1o help her get back individual presentations and there are
tinue its longtime commitment to public access. * During the past seven years, we have on her feet. . debates. At the debates all the candidates
: ’ experienced an unprecedented downturn Both ber new employer and the gen- are given the timeto answer ali the ques-
. oy o in our economy. Throughout the Great erous family who offered their vacant tions. The questions deal with the issues:
C O 0 p e r at I O n C r I t I C a I to - Dépression there was never aseven-year  home wish to remain anonymous. Ican ' foreign policy, the economy, jobs, health
' consecutive decline in the economy. only say that this is a perfect example of  care, the environment, immigration, ete.
: My mother was the youngest of 12 what Jesus would want us to do with the:  There are no personal attacks.
.y . : VanderVens from Holland, Michigan. . -Tesources we are given while living on this The national conventions are broadcast
m OV l n g S a f e - 0 r W a r It can truly be said that they were able earth ... it’s so simple, helping our fellow  on the network channels as a public sex-
' to pul] themselves out of The Great man. Why is it so hard for some peoplete  vice. By law, there is a cap on how much
Depression with their faith, family, public  “getit?” money the candidates can raise for cam-

Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s State of the State address education and a job. Darethy Petro paigning which can only begin six months
fell on largely deaf ears last week. But that fact should All 12 VanderVens helped one another \ . Livonia Pefore the November election.
not discount the significance of her speech before the with the payment of their college tuition, : 1 could continue this scenario, but basi-
Michigan Legislature, or the importance of several new which enabled them to get a worthwhile Test new and old drivers cally I would like to see an end to we have
initiatives offered in the address. job. Seven of my aunts and uncles were the best government money can huy.

The governor had the misfortune of giving her sixth - administrators or teachers for 40 years I found your cartoon in the paper show- Ann Abdoo
State of the State address one day after President George each in Michigan public schools. ing kids driving while eating z_md talking Livonia
W. Bush delivered his State of the Union address, and Once again, our economy isgoing - on the cell phone kind of iropic. . '
just prior to Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick’s televised throngh a major transformation. Atkitch- It seems likes everyone wants to show Resign, now
“I'm sorry” speech regarding his apparent affair with his en tables all across Michigan, families are  teenagers driving crazy while talking on )
now-former chief of staff and subsequent perjury allega- discussing their own personal concerns cell phones. That is NOT the entire pic- The Detroit .ma’yoral text saga has
tions. - ‘ regarding the economy. ture. I have seen ALL ages talking oncell  revealed one significant discovery this

1t appears that education for the new, phones, T have seen ALL ages eating while past week: Not one strong independent
higher-skilled jobs will pull us through driving. How about the businessman whe  voice has emerged secking the mayor’s
this recession. I have consistently suggest-  has his laptop open on the passenger seat  resignation. Nothing from. the city’s reli-
‘ ed that higher education is the essence of  so he can read his e-mails? How about the  gious cireles, business leaders or elected

Hopefully, state legislators will pay more attention
to the governors budget when it is delivered to them in
the next couple of weeks than to the growing Kilpatrick
scandal. The governor’s proposals will be fleshed out in

the budget document, and will need the support of .both ms%%f:ﬁl?{hﬁﬁ%ﬁgmc turnaround lS:igtn loafnf:;men who turns ight from the gﬁﬁ&fﬁeﬁéﬂﬁ%ﬁ% ggﬁ;ﬁ
the Democrat-controlled state House and Republican- will depend on three key assumptions: "Every day we read about accidents demanding his resignation.
controlled Senate to be realized. . | First, we must address the issue of caused by peoplenot too youngtodrive . The lack of any viable leadership with
Both Granholm and Senate Majority Leader Mike " our national trade policy. For example, but too old to drive. Remember the 85- the courage and integrity to confront up
Bishop have pledged to set aside the partisan bicker- automakers can only maintain their mar-  year-old in Dearborn whobackedup all  close and personal the mayor is as lethal
+ ing that nearly bankrupted the state last fall and work ket share if we level the playing field with  the way across the streetinto hisneigh-  and destructive as any of the verbiage
together to draft a budget that both sides can live with. China and South Korea. bor's garage just one week after he backed from the infamous text messages.
That's a far cry from last year, when every Granholm ini- W Secondly, the state’s real estate mar-  over his wife in the same driveway. Orwe ~ Making a differencerequires more
tiative was shot down by the Senate without being given ket must recover to boost home building  see pictures where senior citizens drive - than whispers, e-mails, false bravado at
serious consideration. New and bold initiatives should : and construction in general. Newhome  into a store because they mistake the gas  barbershops, hair salons, Web sites and
not be Republican plans or Democrat plans, but instead . sales haven fallen to their lowestlevelin  pedal for the brake pedal. business lunches. The lack of visible lead-
proposals that are best for' all Michigan residents. 27 years. . ‘We should not only test NEW drivers ers willir_lg to step gp‘and ]?aq the citizens
The go‘remor called for Several Such proposals in her B Thll‘d;iy, M]Ch]gan -] rquV?ry depends but also OL])' drl\f?rs i‘po. My Parents of Detroit out of this msanlty 15 reveallng
State of the State address, including opening dozens of on the nation as a whole avoiding a reces-  made me wait until I was old enoughto  and for me unacceptable. '
new, smaller high schools, starting a massive retraining sion — in an economy battered by tI!e geta hcl(l:nse, I hope my children take it hFortuna.tely for th? cl‘g]:zlens of Detroit
program for thousands of displaced workers, undertak- subprime mortgage meltdown, credit away when L am too old. ‘ there are many people who remain true
; i PP . : worries, and a slipping stock market. By the way, I turn 60 in December. to the city of Detroit and who will not
ing & huge advertlsmg blitz to lure new jobs and tourists The Linchpin thrivi L be silenced. T £ih hoi
to the state and pumping millions of new dollars into our ,_ A€ lnchipin lor every LRITVINg eConomy Skip Wehrle stienced. L am One ol those who 1s
is a job for every worker — which often is ‘ Garden City demanding the mayor’s resignation.
colleges and universities. ' . ; ; :
It would be hard for anyone — Democrat or Repubhcan }helsogrce of our Sd{:reSp?Ctarls‘Im maﬁm- Right here, right now.
— to argue the merits of these proposals. But it will take lost mol:-g :?atg 1;3 :nﬁig?ll;gbs lgztt?urse B:S Get them out now . Gl'eg ﬂ!.rashller.
both sides working together to determine how these pro- 2000 and 2006. No wonder Colin Powell had to exit the irminghart
a‘i’fl‘"}i ?::11&23 created and, more importantly, how they o -Finlf,lly,hwe n}::ust asg( t{l;e question, “Am Chen;y/ Bush Whﬁ;—loilse $0 ?};mkgredb;o SHARE YOUR OPINIONS
T my brother’s keeper?” Our answer must  one of integrity could tolerate the
If the budget process again is reduced to personal be .‘f resounding, “I{fes’” ‘ unscrupul(ﬁrxstictmns of those twog;(‘)kers We welcome VOUI; letters to the editor. Please
attacks and partisan bickering, there may be a whole lot _ Our parents and grandparents survived 1 don't care that it is nearly over. I want include your name, address and phoné numbar
of state politicians looking for work after the November The Great Depression by helping one them out of office today! : T
elections. another. We too must help our families Catheririe VanHollebeke for verification. We ask that your letiers be 400
: : ohb dall {ib hers” herinie VanHollebeke .\ ,; |acs We may edit for clarity, space
- our neighbors and ollour “brother Garden Y. gng conien
weather Michigans current, ecog- *
. CANTON | l;)on‘:éc ﬁ;&éﬁﬁcfﬁ 50 or(xlf:e more we can Is I"'ocess open? Mail: _
: @hgewet o , ) , Jobn C. Stewart It is how much money they have raised;  Letters to the editor
‘ 4 : , former state representative ~it’s the momentum factor; anditsthe .~ Canton Observer
' Plymouth Townshm star quality that news commentators talk 1100 South Main
@ GANNEIT - ' about when referring to the candidates Plymouth, M 48170
‘ . ’ running for the nomination of their party - :
Kurt Kuban | Susan Rosiek Peter Neill 't s smple Help o"r fe“ow man for president of the United States. Fax:
S Editor g Edli ; ; Thank you for your follow-up article on There was the time when the presiden-  (734) 459-4224
Community Editor | Executive Edifor | Vice President . . L . . .
Deborah with three children who livesin  tial candidates for the Demecratic and
‘ General Manager . : . . .
Hugh Gallagher | Marty Carry ) the Wayne County Homeless Shelter. Republican parties were PlC?.(ﬁd attheir . F-mail:
Managing Editor | Director of T work in human resources at amajor ~ national conventions. Then it changed. kkuban@hometownlife.com
Mdvertising : _ '
Richard Aginian - Publisher Emeritus " nuorﬂBlE
Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the livesof our |
readers, nurture the hometowns we serve and contribute “He s genuine and approachable, and cares aboqrt teachers and the needs of the k|ds He s the best we've ever had.
to the business success of our customers. . | ]IlSt don't think he could ever be ;eplaeed :
. - Bentley Elementary first-grade teacher Ahce Chrenko, on retlrlng Plymouth- Canton Supt. Jlm Ryan
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 Watching the bobbing dance | Investing, saving best

| OTHER OPINIONS |

is lesson in party politics

addresses. The lamest of lame duck presi-
dents in recent history, George W. Bush,
went first on Monday, continuirg to justify
seven years of bungled leadership. Gov. Jennifer
Granholm, who has also failed to establish a
e Strong record or a real legacy,
B offered up her address on
Tuesday. C
The ongoing war in Iraq,
the new aggravations in
Afghanistan and a crumbling
economy didn’t stop the usual
State of the Union bobbing
dance. You know, whenever the

Last week was time for the “State of ..”

Hugh Gallagher
“taking care of our veterans”

) and “the American Way of Life”
all members of the Congress rise en masse and
applaud wildly. When he mentions keeping tax
cats for the wealthy and staying the course in
Irag, Republicans cheer and Democrats sit on
their hands. When he mentions immigration
reform, Democrats show polite approval while
his fellow Republicans sit on their hands and
grumble. (Sometimes it seemed that Speaker
Nancy Pelosi wasn't quite sure when to bob up
or stay seated.) ‘

For Granholm, the bobbing dance was alittle
less well defined. After all the major theme this
year is bipartisan cooperation. Republicans
didn’t want to appear uncooperative and surly.
The biggest applause of course came when the
governor promised to pay for her new initia-
tives without new fees or taxes. That brought
thunderous approval from the Republicans and
somewhat tentative approval from Democrats,
who might not agree with her assessment but
. realize they can’t fight that battle.

Republicans generally sat when Granholm
opined that people do have a right to sue drag
companies that cause injury and death, that
residents do have a right to expect the state to
argue against increasing insurance rates and
that the state shonld investigate price fixing by
oil companies (think Exxon and its record earn-
ings for 2007). They also seemed unhappy with
some of her school proposals. Some members of
both parties, for different reasons, seemed less
than enthused about having the state govern-
ment invest in private business.

What do these annual orations mean, espe-
cially at a time when neither executive is popu-
lar? The bobbing dance gives us a little insight
into the differences between the two major par-
ties.

Those who say that there is no difference
aren't really listening. True, both parties do
not stray too far from an imaginary center that
supports a general respect for the Constitution,
a market economy and an internationalist

president mentions “the Troops,”

" For Granhofm, the bobbing dance was a

little less well defined. After all the major
theme this year is bipartisan cooperation.
Republicans didn't want to appear
uncooperative and surly. The biggest applause
of course came when the governor promised
to pay for her new initiatives without new fees
or taxes. That brought thunderous approval
from the Republicans and somewhat tentative
approval from Democrats, who might nof agree
with her assessment but realize they can't
fight that battle.

approach to foreign and military affairs (over
the objections of members on each party’s
fringe) and both parties rely on rich people for
support. Both parties are heavily lobbied and
sometimes local interests supersede party phi-
Josophiy.

But, generally, Democrats believe that govern-
ment can be a force for progress, a protection:
against greed, an economic stabilizer and a sup-
port system for the vast majority of people who
are not fully supported by the private economy

- no matter how hard they work or how much

they save. :

Republicans believe in the words of Ronald
Reagan that government is the enemy. They
harken back to Thomas Jefferson’s saying that
“The government that governs the best is the
government that governs the least.” Of course,
the party’s core belief is that private enterprise
is better equipped to help us all prosper than
government. : o

These are real differences. The CNN resi-
dent demagogue Lou Dobbs has been urging -
his viewers to abandon the parties and declare
themselves independents. Thats a sure way to
disassociate from the political process without
making any impact on changing our political
system. :

Some politicians are rogues. Most politi-
cians who have reached any degree of power
are beholden to someone. But that doesn't
nrake them or the political process totally
tainted, especially if we keep an eye on them
and demand that they follow through on their
promises.

All that bobbing up and down is a good thing.
In America we're free tG bob or sit whenever we
want.

Hugh Galfagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgallagher@
-hometownlife.com or by phone at (734) 953-2149.

t & recent investment speech I gave, sev-
ral people wanted to know my opinion

¥ %about the economic stimulus package
proposed by the president and Congress. Will
it work and what should they do with-their
money?

1 believe the American
people are wiser than the gov-
ernment about their money.
Whenever people get more
money it generally is a good
thing. That being said, there
are SOINe issues.

First, no agreement has
been reached on the stimulus
package. The Senate veysion is
different than the one offered
by the president. I am con-
cerned about the “pork” that
eventually will be.added on to
the bill. No matter who's in power, Democrats
or Republicans, we all know how they love to
spend our money.

1 do believe that some economic stimulus
package will be passed and a great majority of
Americans will be getting money back from
the government. It would like us to spend the
money in order to stimulate the economy.
However, even though that may be good
for the economy as a whole that may not be
what’s good for you or me.

Those who have charge card balances
should use the money to pay off debts. The
majority of people who have charge card debt
are paying 183 percent interest that is not
tax-deduetible.

Far others, before rushing out and spending
the money, consider investing the check. Itis
not too late to make a Roth IRA contribution
for 2007. '

Another option for the money you may -
receive is to your child’s or grandchild’s col-
lege education fund. Fees and tuition are
going up as is the number of years it takes to
complete a degree. When I went to college,
the average student completed an under-
graduate education in four years. In today’s
world, the average is closer to five years. The
Michigan Education Savings Plan (MESP)
is a great way to save. It takes $25 to open
an account and in addition, you can deduct

Money Matters

[

use of government check

- | do believe that some economic stimufus

package will be passed and a great majority

of Americans will be getting money back from
the government, It would like us to spend the
money in order to stimufate the economy.
However, even though that may be good for the
economy as a whole that may not be what's
good for you or me.

your contribution off your Michigan Income
Tax Return. The MESP is a non-commission
investment and it has low management fees.
To find out more about the MESP, go to www.
misaves.com.

Paying off debt, saving for your retirement
ar investing in your child’s or grandchild’s
college education are better than spending
the money. Although spending the money is
good for the economy it may not be good for
vour individual situation. We live in a society
where we are forced to take more responsibil-
ity when it comes to personal financial affairs
so we need to take advantage of opportunities
when they come along.

One side note, the low-lifes in our society
already are starting to prey on individuals
with regard to these tax rebates. The IRS
recently issued a warning that individuals
are being contacted either by phone or e-mail
requesting information so that they can send
you your tax rebates. This is just another iden-
tity theft scam.

Never give sensitive information to anyone
whio claims by phone or e-mail they are with
the IRS. The IRS doés not correspond with
taxpayers through e-mail. If you receive an
¢~-mail claiming they are the IRS, it is bogus.
On the other hand, the IRS does sometimes
communicate through telephone; however,
they do not initiate the contact. If you receive

- an unsvlicited call from the IRS, hang up.

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. Observer &
Eccentric readers can submit questions at moneymat:-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more information, visit
Rick's Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com. You
can hear Rick noon to 3 p.m. Sundays on WDTK 1400 AM.

St. Robert Bellarmine School has openings for you!
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with great hearts.
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Good grades. Outstanding community service™

- OPEN HOUSE---SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH
, 11:30 am-1:30 pm

*We are accepting enroliment for our preschool
*We have openings in grades K-8 for 2008-2009
*Latchkey is available before and after school
*$trong academic curriculum as well as art, music, library, computer,
physical education, and Spanish
*We offer smaller classes to allow students greater interaction with teachers

Strength in academics, Respect for others, and % ‘

Belief in Christian values in a quality faith-based educational environment. ™
We are committed to giving every child the opportunity to excel!
Please call 313-937-1655
and reserve a spot in our SRB family today!

www.strobertbellarmine.com

Save on Your 2007 Income Tax Preparation

-Includes preparation of:  -Regular Tax Preparation cost $250
Federal Form 1040 -For First Time Customers Only

- Schedule A -Calt Schuliz & Associates today to
Schedule B set up an appointment
State Form 1040 Offer expires 03/30/08

v Individual & Business Tax

v Preparation & Planning

v Accounting & Bookkeeping

v Estate, Trust & Elder Planning

huliz, CPA

SCHULTZ

-' 734.354.2380
PLC 49 W.Ann Arbor Tr. » Ste. 205

ASSOCIATES,
Certified Public Accountanis Plymouth, MI 48170

FEBRUARY
8,9,10

FRI 4-10, SAT/SUN 9-4 Radisson Livonia
17123 N. Laurel Park Drive ¢ Livonia

Come and see the bald Sphynx, the folded eared Admission
Scoftish Fold, the wiid-lookii:? Savannahs and Bengals
and many, many more breeds-plus vendors of cat- $6 Teen or Adult
related products and gifts! $4 Senior

Cats from all over will compete in six separate :
fiivisions folr fitles, r}t‘agi}?nﬁ,uand i}:ﬂfemationa[ c&wards. $2 Ages 6-12

¥'s cats galore as the hall fills with fantastic an 1
unusual felines, and even cats for adoption! 5 and under FREE!

gég})@ﬁa | : Purebred & Household Pet Show

_ ebryary 8-9-
Great Lakes Cat Consortium, Inc. I Rcdissc:r): Livo;igi[)ze?g%

17123 N. Laurel Park Dri
7N larlrot B e o

1.00 OFF

Each admission with thi
Lo i i opon, o iy _

08583143

Balloon release in memory of cats or freofile ) l
to be beld on Saturday at 3pm-
81 per balloon to benefit non-profit shelter! '
Sponsored by Advance Novelly of Livonia
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