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Jurors don't buy Poole story in murder 
BY TIFFANY L PARKS 

STAFF WRITER 

Whether it was her multiple 
stories to police or the visit to 
her Canton home, jurors didn't' 
believe Carol Poole's explanation 
for the death of her 2-year-old 
foster daughter and have con­
victed the Canton woman of 
second-degree murder. 

The jury, which delivered its 
decision Monday morning, also 
found Poole, 42, guilty of invol­
untary manslaughter and first-
degree child abuse. 

"It was gut-wrenching to 
know that I was making a deci­
sion about someone's life, (but) 
it was hard to believe her story," 
said one juror, who declined to 

Poole 

reveal her iden­
tity. 

Poole, who 
dodged a con­
viction of first-
degree murder, 
has maintained 
that she didn't 
intention-
airy kill Allison 

Newman in September 2006 
and said the child sustained fatal 
injuries after she accidentally 
fell 12 feet over a balcony while 
the two were playing inside her 
Emily Court home. 

Poole's defense team admit­
ted that she made mistakes in 
giving police different stories 
for Allison's injuries and for 
not seeking immediate medi­

cal attention for the child, but 
argued that she loved the toddler 
and wanted to adopt her. Poole 
and her husband, Alan, had 
Allison for about nine months. 

The murder conviction car­
ries a sentence of up to life in 
prison, while the manslaughter 
and child abuse convictionŜ re 
punishable by up to 15 years. 
Poole will be sentenced Feb. 25 
by Judge Ulysses Boykin. 

Wayne County Assistant 
Prosecutor Jerry Dorsey IV 
called the verdict "justice." 

With tears streaming down 
both of their feces, Allison's 
' paternal grandmother, Debbie 
Newman of Westiand, embraced 
her son, Kenneth, who is 
Allison's rather, and said she was 

relieved by the jaryf s decision. 
"Our family can finally start 

to heal," she said. 
Juror Jaclyn Wyrybkowski of 

Canton said reaching the verdict 
was "very hard," but said the visit 
to Poole's home cast doubt on 
her "whirlybird" story because 
jurors felt the second-balcony 
landing was too small to support 
the township woman's claims. 

Poole's last story to police was 
that she was playing a twirling 
game with Allison near the bal­
cony when she lost her grip on 
the toddler and she fell over the 
railing. 

Another unidentified juror 
agreed with Wyrybkowski. 

"Going to the scene of the 
crime helped," the woman said. 

In a statement, Kenneth 
Newman said he wishes he 
could Ve protected his daughter. 
Allison was the second child of 
Newman and his former girl­
friend, Anne Hirsch- They were 
both drug users when the state 
placed Allison in foster care. 

"The state took Allison away 
from us because we were doing 
drugs and she ended up getting 
murdered by a woman that was 
supposed to be so much better 
than us," he said in a written 
statement. "I never hurt Allison 
and I never would have. I love 
her with all my heart I just 
could not stay clean long enough 
to do the right thing before it 
was too late. The only thought 
that gets our family through 

This photo shows Kenneth Newman 
and daughter Allison the last time 
the two saw each other. The state 
took Allison away from Newman 
because of his drug use. He also 
spent time in prison. 

each day is the fact that we know 
we will see her again in heaven 
someday." 

Newman and Hirsch's oldest 
daughter lives with his parents 
in Westiand. 

Unshaken faith 

A friend photographed a close-up of Dave and Jan uooie noraing 
hands during her hospital stay. The burns on Dave's hands are 
clearly visible. 

D e s p i t e l o s i n g w o r l d l y 

g o o d s i n e x p l o s i o n , c o u p l e 

t h a n k f u l t o b e a l i v e 
BY KURT KUBAN 

STAFF WRITER 

The last thing Jan Goble remembers about the 
morning of Nov. 19 is being in her second floor 
bathroom and looking up and seeing the sky, 
along with something pink swirling in the air. 

"It was beautiful," she remembers thinking. 
She didn't realize at the time that the pink she 

saw was actually insulation being blown into the 
air after her home in the Fairways West subdivi­
sion exploded because of a natural gas leak. 

Please see COUPLE, A4 

PHOTOS BY BILL BSESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Dave and Jan Goble at the home they are leasing in Canton until their home can be rebuilt. 

Board brings 
pair back for 
second talk 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 

STAFF WRITER 

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Education is 
a step closer to finding a successor to Supt. Jim 
Ryan after deciding Tuesday night to bring back 
two of three candidates next week for a second 
interview and tour of the district. 

The two finalists are Paul Kadri, 42, the 
superintendent of the Neshaminy school district 
in Langhorne, Pa., which consists of9,200 stu­
dents; and Craig Fiegel, 52, the superintendent 
of Evergreen Park Elementary School District 
124 in Evergreen Park, 111., which has 1,900 stu­
dents. 

Fiegel will spend Monday in the district, with 
Kadri returning Tuesday. 

"I still have more questions for both of them," 
Trustee Steven Sneideman said. "But from what 
I know at this point, they have the potential to 
do a great job here." 

Board President Judy Mardigian cautioned 
there's still a lot left in the interview process. 

"We'll have a chance to know them better; but 
we still have a lot to do," Mardigian said. "We've 
got second interviews, reference checks to do 
and watch how they interact with the staff and 
public. It's an exciting process and I'm looking 
forward to it." 

Kadri calls himself the "hybrid" candidate 
because — unlike most superintendents — his 
background is mainly in finance, with virtually 
none in curriculum, making him more like the 
CEO of the district. 

"That's probably a positive and a negative," 
Trustee Nancy Eggenberger said. "I can imagine 
there's some staff that's saying this guy has never 

Please see BOARD, A3 

Township still waiting for planning commissioner's resign 
BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 

STAFF WRITER 

Canton officials have 
received no less than 25 let­
ters of interest regarding 
the Planning Commission 
seat vacated by longtime 
Commissioner Catherine 
Johnson. Yet officials have 
been unable to appoint her 

successor. 
That's because Johnson, who 

stepped down from the com­
mission in the wake of contro­
versial comments she made 
at a Dec. 3 meeting regarding 
the proposed Hindu Temple 
rebuild, has yet to formally 
resign. 

Township Supervisor Tom 
Yack said officials have been 

patient with Johnson because 
she's had a death in her family. 

"I've not pushed it," Yack 
said. "We will give her a little 
longer, but at some point we 
have got (to move forward)." 

Johnson could not be 
reached for comment. 

Yack said he is pleased with 
all of the interest in the posi­
tion and added that whomever 

the township appointed would 
also have to fill Johnson's for­
mer place on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals. 

Johnson, who had been on 
the commission since 1980, 
agreed to resign at Yack's 
request after she posed a ques­
tion regarding public urination 
during the Hindu Temple's 
hearing. 

Johnson lives in Glengarry 
Village, one of three subdivi­
sions surrounding the 
Temple's Cherry Hill Road 
property. 

The Temple is looking to 
expand its facility and move 
further from the roadway. 

Johnson, who was critical of 
the Temple's past actions, has 
said she never meant to offend 

anyone and simply wanted 
clarification on the Temple's 
practices. 

If Johnson does not submit 
a formal resignation, Yack said 
officials could bring forth a 
public hearing, but admitted 
that he doesn't want to take 
that route. 

"No one wants to do that," 
he said. 
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For eyeiy new checking account opened in January 2008, 
Community Financial will contribute $10.00 to THAW? 
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famil ies with energy assistance during crisis. For 
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The power of kindness 
H o m e l e s s m o m ' s s t o r y l e a d s to j o b o f f e r s , p l a c e to live 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

With a new job and a place she 
will soon call home, Deborah Rush's 
life has changed dramatically since 
she shared her story about being 
unemployed and living in a Wayne 
County homeless shelter with her 
three children, Chris, 8, Angela, 10, 
and Sean, 13. 

"It's unbelievable," Rush said 
recently. "At my lowest point, with 
the way things are in the world, I 
had no idea what would happen. It's 
good to know there is still human 
kindness but there." 

Rush, 44, had a swift response to 
her plight after her story appeared in 
the Dec. 30 edition of the Observer. 
Potential employers started calling 
her that same day, and she started 
training Jan. 7 on a new job that 
pays "a lot more" than the $10 an 
hour retail job she had lost before 
ending up at the Wayne County 
Family Center in Westland. 

Rush had to sign a confidentiality 

agreement with her new employer, 
but said "it's a good job." She takes a 
bus to and from work. 

Rush's family also will be moving 
into a Redford home after a local 
family, stationed in the U.S. Navy in 
Virginia, saw the story. The family, 
which chose to remain anonymous, 
has asked that Rush only pay the 
utilities for the first six months at. 
the home, which had been for sale. 

"This way she will have some time 
to put her life together, save some 
money and take care of things with­
out the stress of worrying about 
paying rent," the family said in an 
e-mail to the Observer. 

Rush plans to move into the home 
by the end of January. After six 
months, she will begin a rent-to-own 
agreement with the family, which 
has agreed to sell the house only for 
what they owe on it. 

"We are simply two families try­
ing to help each other out during 
difficult times the best we can," the 
family's statement said. 

Rush's story also led to a variety 
of donations to the homeless shel­
ter, which is run by administrator 
Carol Eddy and her staff. Rush has 
asked other employers who called 
her to consider hiring some of the 
other people who stay at the center. 
To reach the shelter, call (734) 721-
0590. 

"My only wish is that this good­
ness continues for the other resi­
dents," Rush said. "They deserve the 
very best as well." 

Rush said she can't be thank­
ful enough to those who were 
touched by her story and who helped 
her. That includes a company, 
Entertainment Express on Telegraph 
near Warren, that picked up her 
family in a limo during the holidays 
and took them to dinner and to see a 
holiday light show in Hines Park. 

"My children were just thrilled," 
Rush said. 

The company came back to the 
homeless shelter with a trolley and 
took other residents to the same 
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TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Homeless mother Deborah Rush has a new job and will soon move into a house of her own 
with her children, Chris, 8, (from left), Sean, 13, and Angela, 10. 

DOES YOUR D O G LIKE T O 
CUDDLE AT NIGHT? 

Happy Hounds 
now offers •••• 

C a g e - F r e e 

Overnight Boarding! 
Your dog will have all the comforts of 
home in our home-like environment, 
including sleeping on the bed with our 
trained and loving staff member! 

Dog Day Care * Boarding * Training Classes 
Visit our website tor details 

"Sweet Dreams 
at 

Happy Hounds!" 

Bosox 
If you are at work, on vacation, 

or traveling for business, we are at work 
caring for your loyal friend & companion 

Look in on them on our LIVE Doggie Web Cams! 

7 3 4 - 4 5 9 - D O G S 
673 South Main St. • Plymouth, Ml 48170! 

www.happyhoundsdaycare.com 

"A HAPPY DOG DAY...IS A DAY OF DOG PLAY! 
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2007 A Year of Good Works 
Charities and community 

organizations in Oakland 
County and beyond benefited 
by the support of .Weir 
Manuel Realtors and its 
agents in 2007. Among the 
recipientŝ  
American Heart Association, 
American Red Cross, 
Art & Apples, 
Birmingham Community 
House, 
Birmingham Concert Band, 
Birmingham "In the Park" 
Concert Series, 
Birmingham lions Club, 
Birmingham Seaholm 
Boosters, 
Birmingham Seaholm High 
School, 
Birmingham Bloomfield 
Camber of Commerce, 
Camp-Casey Horse Camp for 
Kids with Cancer, 
Children's Charities 
Coalition, 
Cornerstone Schools, 
Cranbrook Schools, 
Crittenden Hospital, 

Detroit Country Day School, 
Det. Symphony Orchestra, 
Hospice Of Southern MI, 
Kensington .Academy, 
Lighthouse of Oakland 
County, 
March Of Dimes, 
Muscular Dystrophy Assoc., 
National Multiple Sclerosis, 
Roeper Parent Council, 
Royal Oak Youth Football, 
Schroeder Elementary 
Dinner Auction, 
Special Olympics, 
United Way, 
USA Hockey Club, 
Variety - Children's Charity, 
West Bloomfield Chamber Of 
Commerce, 
W. Bloomfield Rotary Club, 
Woodward Dream Cruise. 

In 2007 Weir Manuel 
Realtors and its team of real 
estate professionals helped 
more people sell homes in 
the Birmingham-Bloomfield 
area than any other local 
broker. 

Canton's'Big Chill' 
Canton's annual Big Chill 

event will take place on 
Saturday, Feb. 2 at the Summit 
on the Park with a host of fam­
ily-oriented events. 

The event will actually kick 
off on Friday, Feb. 1 at the 
Super Bowl Lanes, when Frosty 
"Family Bowling will take place 
from 6:30-9 p.m. Each family 
or group will be assigned a lane 
with a maximum of six bowlers 
per team. Fees include two and 
a half hours of bowling time, 
shoe rental, pizza, pop, and 
more. 

Then, on Saturday morning, 
the Big Chill Family Aerobics 
Class will take place from 8-
8:45 a.m. An instructor will 
help you and your crew get 
energized for the rest of the day 

CANTON CINEMA 
Goodrich IfetetKfMfc&TfctetsOnltoe 

A L I T Y 734-844-FILM 
THEATERS 
hiecd Rî hi ) MgB west „f jKEA 

DETROIT'S BEST 

M O V I E D E A L 
ALL LOUNGER SEATS 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 
ALL STADIUM SEATING 

B I G S C R E E N S 
« 4 . 0 0 

EXCEPT ADULT EVE. 

ALL SEATS 

6.00 
Fren drink retina & 25e com refills 

SHOWTIMES 2/1 -217 ©No passes 

O THE EYE (PG-13) 
12:05,2:25,4:50,7:05,9:20 
FFWSAT LS 11:35 
© RAMBO (R) 
12:30, 2:55, 5:10,7:25,9:35 
FRI/SAT LS 11:45 
MAD HONEY (PG-13) 
7:35,9:55 
27 DRESSES (PG-13) 
11:45, 2:10,4:35, 7:00,9:25 
FRI/SAT LS 11:50 
GLOVERFIELB (PG-13) 
11:30,1:30, 3:35,5:40,7:45,9:50 
FRI/SAT LS 11:55 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG-13) 
12:45, 3:00, 5:15,7:30,9:45 
FRI/SAT LS 11:55 
JUNO (PG-13) 
12:25,' 2:40, 4:55, 7:10, 9:30 
FRI/SAT LS 11:45 
ALVIH AND THE CHIPMUNKS (PG) 
11:00,1:05,3:10,5:20 

2 0 i » D R I N K with S2.75 purchase of 4ED2. bag of buttery popcorn 
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light show. 
Rush already has made arrange­

ments for her children to continue 
attending their same schools in the 
Inkster district after the family 
moves. She didn't want to disrupt 
them in the middle of the school . 
year. 

In December, Rush, a disheart­
ened mother, had wondered aloud 

A R O U N D C A N T O N 

whether she would ever be able to 
recapture her share of the American 
dream. Due to the generosity of 
strangers, she now smiles when she 
suggested a hopeful ending for this 
story. 

"And they lived happily ever after," 
she said. 

dclem@hometowniife.com 1(734) 953-2110 

with a mix of fun aerobic styles 
for a variety of skill and ability 
levels. The class is free. 

That will be followed up 
by Once Upon a Breakfast, 
which will feature a number 
of cartoon characters and an 
All-You-Can-Eat-Pancake-Bar. 
It will be held from 9-11 a.m. in 
the Summit Grand Ballroom. 

New this year is Groundhog's 
Day Fun. Will the Groundhog 
see his shadow? Kids, join us to 
celebrate this 122 year-old tra­
dition of predicting the weath­
er. The fun starts at 11 a.m. in 
the Summit Arts II'room. 

The Summit gym will be 
transformed into an indoor 
wonderland of fun for kids ages 
12 and under during the Kids 
Klondike Carnival. Play lots of 
carnival-style games and win 
tons of silly prizes. Admission 
is free and game tickets are 
available for a small fee. 

There will also be a puzzle 
contest, which will consist of 
2-5 member teams of any age 
(children under the age of 12 
should be supervised by an 
adult). Each team will be given 
the same 500-piece puzzle and 
three hours to work together to 
complete as much of it as they 
possibly can. Prizes will be 
awarded to the day's top finish-, 
ers and each team can bring 
their puzzles home as a souve­
nir of the afternoon's fun. Only 
$10/team. 

Other activities will include 
a Valentine crafts, the Big Chill 
Polar Bear Pool Party, cross 
country skiing on Pheasant 

'Les Miserables' - school edition 
Ever After Productions, featuring actors (from left) Brandon Waldenmayer, 
13, of Canton, Molly Wallace, 16, of Plymouth, Lachlan MacQuarrie, 17, of 
Belleville, Patrick Ltitz, 17, of Canton and Cory Thomas, 15, of Canton will 
present the School Edition of the Broadway hit musical 'Les Miserables' 
Feb. 1-5 at The Village Theater at Cherry Hill, located at 50400 Cherry Hill 
Road in Canton. The Ever After Productions cast includes kids aged 10-18 
and will feature a 16-piece orchestra conducted by James Blough, director 
of the Canton Concert Band. Performances are Friday, Feb. 1, at 7 p.m.; 
Saturday, Feb. 2, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; Sunday, Feb. 3, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; 
Monday, Feb. 4, at 9:30 a.m.; and Tuesday, Feb. 5, at 9:30 a.m. Tickets are 
$15, and can be purchased by phone at (734) 394-5460 or online at www. 
everafterpFoductions.org/Current.html. 

Run Golf Course, and an 
exciting up-close and per­
sonal encounter with a Wildlife 
Animal Show, which will run 
three times (2:30 p.m., 3:30 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m.) Space is 
limited for the animal shows, 
so advance registration is 
highly recommended. Children 

under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

For information on Big Chill 
event fees, registration and 
other details, check out the 
Winter Discover, which can be 
downloaded from the Leisure 
Services page at www.canton-
mi.org or call (734) 394-5460. 

Save on Your 2007 Income Tax Preparation 
-Includes preparation of: 

Federal Form 1040 
Schedule A 
Schedule B 
State Form 1040 

-Regular Tax Preparation cost $250 
-For First Time Customers Only 
-Call Schultz & Associates today to 
set up an appointment 

Offer expires 03/30/08 

/ I n d i v i d u a l & B u s i n e s s T a x 
/ P r e p a r a t i o n & P l a n n i n g 
• A c c o u n t i n g & B o o k k e e p i n g 
/ E s t a t e , T r u s t & E l d e r P l a n n i n g 

n m S C H U L T Z „ , _ 

8c A S S O C I A T E S , P L C 
Certified Public Accountants 

7 3 4 . 3 5 4 . 2 3 8 0 
496 W. Ann Arbor Tr. • Ste. 205 

Plymouth, Ml 48170 

A l l t u c k e d i n a t t h e P a w P r i n t I n n ! 
P r e s e n t t h i s a d f o r a 

1 0 % D I S C O U N T o n A L L s e r v i c e s 

S i m p l y Pawiect 

41249 Vincenti Court 
Novi, MI 48375 

www.pawpriatiiiKt.coiB 
2 4 8 . 6 1 5 . 8 5 0 0 

Boarding • Day Care • Grooming 
Day Boarding 

Expires 8/31/08. One-time ase mly. 

•
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ST. PETER'S LUTHERAN DAY SCHOOL 

/ 

O P E N H O U S E 
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K i n d e r g a r t e n t h r o u g h 8 t h G r a d e 

St Peter's offers: 

• A C h r i s t i a n b a s e d e d u c a t i o n 

• S o l i d l e a r n i n g e n v i r o n m e n t 

• S m a l l e r c l a s s s i z e s 

• A l o n g s t a n d i n g p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l 

e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m s i n c e 1 9 4 7 . 

N O W E N R O L L I N G F O R 2 0 0 8 / 2 0 0 9 

Space PRESCHOOL ALSO AVAILABLE 
f v limited! 2> 3 and 4 Year Old Programs Available 
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Granholm to lawmakers: Residents are angry, focus on needs of the state 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

In her sixth annual State of 
the State address Tuesday, Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm told state 
legislators it was time to end 
the bipartisan bickering that 
"angered" Michigan residents 
during last year's bitter budget 
debates and to focus on four 
key areas: jobs, health care, 
public safety and education. 

"Last year, people wanted 
decisive action on jobs, on 
health care, on schools. What 
they got was partisan rancor 
over, a budget," she said. "So 
when we listen to the people 
of Michigan, well hear their 
anger. But we will also hear 
their hopes for this great state." 

Granholm offered some 
ambitious ideas in these areas 
and emphasized her continued 
support for making Michigan 
a leader in alternative energy. 
She said bills were already in 
the process that show strong 
bipartisan support and she 
specifically named legislators 
from both parties who are 
working together toward com­
mon goals. 

Key proposals included: 
• The Michigan Job 

Creation Tax Credit, a one­
time offer for businesses in the 
50 fastest growing industries 
in the country to cut or elimi­
nate their taxes for coming to 
or staying in Michigan. 

• A Michigan Invests Fund, 
a fund of about $300 million 
from the Michigan pension 
fund and other funds to invest 
in young businesses. 

• A 21st Century Schools 
Fund to support up to 100 
smaller high schools emphasiz-

Gov. Jennifer Granholm presents the 
State of the State address. 

ing rigor, relevance and rela­
tionships. 

H A bill to raise the school 
dropout age to 18. 

• Full-day kindergarten 
• Increased funding for K-12 

and early childhood education. 
• Expanding the No Worker 

Left Behind Program to pro­
vide college educations to up to 
100,000 displaced workers. 

The governor announced 
that Consumers Energy and 
DTE were committed to jointly 
investing up to $6 billion in 
Michigan, much of it to build 
wind turbines and wind farms 
on the passage of a comprehen­
sive energy bill. She said this 
would create 17,000 jobs in the 
state. 

"Alternative energy compa­
nies have watched closely as 25 
other states have set aggres­
sive goals for their alternative 
energy use," she said. "We have 
to meet and beat other states' 

goals here in Michigan if we 
are going to attract those com­
panies here." 

Granholm said she is asking 
the Legislature to set a goal of 
10 percent renewable electric 
energy by 2015 and 25 percent 
by 2025. 

The governor said the 
budget she will submit to 
the Legislature next month 
will contain $200 million in 
additional cuts and reforms, 
a $100 million deposh\in the 
state's rainy day fund and, she. 
promised, to rousing applause, 
"every new initiative I'm pro­
posing will be paid for, no new 
fees and no new taxes." 

She said her economic stimu­
lus package would be "made 
possible by refinancing and ; 

lower interest rates —• not new 
taxes." 

The governor suggested 
reforms in the Corrections 
Department and streamlin­
ing dealings with the business 
community to cut through red 
tape. 

Speaker of the House Andy 
Dillon, D-Redford, said the 
governor "hit all the right 
themes" in her speech. 

"It set the right tone for 
Michigan," Dillon said at a 
brief press'conference follow­
ing the speech. 

He said he supported the call 
for bipartisan action. 

"The biggest challenge in the 
state is diversifying the state's 
economy," he said. "It's not 
going to happen without capi­
tal, without a good educational 
system and it's not going to 
happen without a government 
that works well with business." 

State Sen. Bruce Patterson, 
R-Canton„ chairman of the 

Senate Energy Committee, 
received a word of praise from 
the governor for his work on 
an energy bill making its way 
through the Senate. 

"I knew it was coming. It 
wasn't necessary, it was gra­
cious and it was appreciated," 
Patterson said. 

He said the speech set the 
right tone to move the energy 
bill forward, although there 
are still differences of opinion 
on renewable energy. He said 
he would like to have the bill 
completed by March. He said 
he was surprised by the com­
mitment from the two energy 
giants, but welcomed the news. 

"The governor made a good 
speech. It was gracious, inclu­
sive," Patterson said. "There 
were a couple points where I 
wasn't standing and cheer­
ing, but as she went up on the 
rostrum I was the last senator 
there and I said good luck and 
when she came back I said 
good job." 

State Rep. Marc Corriveau, 
D-Northville, said follow-, 
ing the speech that the state 
couldn't go back to the resi­
dents of Michigan for more 
taxes. 

"I hope we can get down to 
business and address some of 
the things she talked about and 
put what happened last year 
behind us," he said. 

Corriveau said he was 
intrigued by Granholm's focus 
on alternative energy. 

"That's something I've 
learned quite a bit about in the 
last 13 months and as she said 
we are in a unique position to 
benefit on that," he said. "But 
we have to get out in front. If at 
some point all those jobs aren't 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm outlined initiatives for Michigan during her sixth 
State of the State Address Tuesday night. Applauding in the background 
is House Speaker Andy Dillon, D-Redford, and standing in the center 
background is Lt. Gov. John Cherry. 

in the state of Michigan, we're 
going to regret the opportunity 
we had. That excites me." 
. State Rep. Phil LaJoy,R~ 
Canton, said the focus was lost 
last year in the debates over tax 
increases and budget debates. 

"It is a new year and I look 
forward to working together 
in a bipartisan fashion for the 
best interests of the people 
of Michigan," LaJoy said in a 
press release. 

"There is hope for 2008 -1 
applaud the creation of the gov­
ernment reform commissions 
to improve and fix the ineffi­
ciencies in government, hope­
fully saving the state billions of 
dollars in the long run." 

State Rep. Paul Condino, D-

Southfield, said he thought the 
speech was Granholm's best 
State of the State. 

"She is a visionary and has 
some good ideas, especially in 
alternative energy, which will 
take off in a bipartisan fash­
ion," he said. 

Condino said the residents 
of Michigan want government 
officials to work together. 

"The governor said it, the 
electorate is mad, mad as hell 
and they don't want to take 
it anymore," he said. "It's a 
challenge to all of us to work 
together. If we get a third done 
of what the governor asked us 
to do tonight, it will go a lot 
farther than we did last year, so 
I'm hopeful." 
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been in the classroom, does lie 
really understand what's going 
on." 

"He probably wouldn't 
have any prejudices on which 
way we should be educat­
ing our children, working 
with our experts to make 
sure we're doing it the right 
way," Sneideman said. "I felt 
he knew his stuff in terms of 
what's going on in the world 
of education today. I think he 
would be the most out-of-the-

KNOW THE S C O R E 
ei"!£!ek out ths n u m l i c r s in • 
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box thinker and innovator." 
Board members expressed 

concerns Kadri might "make 
change for the sake of change" 
and want to know more 
about how he would control 
the budget. They also plan to 
ask Kadri to elaborate about 
problems with his current 
school board, which led both 
sides to conclude Kadri should 
seek another position; as well 
as Kadri's failure to disclose 
the lawsuit by a female stu­
dent with an immune defi­
ciency who won the right to 
become valedictorian while 
he was superintendent in 

Moorestown, N.J., in 2003. 
Trustees agreed Fiegel came 

to the interview well prepared 
with knowledge of Plymouth-
Canton. 

"I liked his financial back­
ground ... the meticulous way 
he talked about dealing with 
his board you can tell he com­
municates well with them," 
Trustee Dianne Gonzalez said. 
"It sounds like the students in 
his district had a higher level 
of achievement after he went 
there." 

Among the concerns the 
board is expected to discuss 
with Fiegel include his super-
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intendent experience in a small­
er, elementary-only school dis­
trict and how that will translate 
to success in Plymouth-Canton; 
his lack of experience in strate­
gic planning; and development 
initiatives. 

Both candidates will spend a 
full day in the district meeting 
with administrators, princi­
pals and union leaders and 
visiting schools and teachers. 

The public is invited to meet 
with the candidates at 4 p.m. 
both Monday and Tuesday at 
Plymouth High School/The 

second interview has been 
scheduled for 7 p.m. each eve­
ning at the E. J. McCIendon • 
Educational Center, 454 S. 
Harvey, in Plymouth. 

If either or both candidates 
remain as finalists after next 
week's visits, the board plans 
to make a hiring decision at a 
Feb. 19 meeting. That will be 
followed by a visit to the final­
ist's current district by school 
board members. 

tbruscato@hometownlife.com _ 

(734) 459-2700 . : 
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Dr. Barbara Kong discusses the importance of exercise and how it relates to your 
cardiovascular system. Amy Lockmondy, MS in Exercise Science and Julie Burt, 
certified aquatics instructor from Canton Leisure Services will be on hand to 
discuss and demonstrate exercise options and techniques to help you get started 
on an exercise program that's right for you! Join us for either yoga, tai chi or 
resistance band session. 
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T h e n e x t t h i n g G o b l e 

r e m e m b e r s f r o m t h a t d a y i s 

w a k i n g u p i n t h e i n t e n s i v e 

c a r e u n i t a t S t . J o s e p h -

M e r c y H o s p i t a l , 

' S h e h a s n o m e m o r y o f t h e 

h o m e e x p l o d i n g a r o u n d h e r , 

t h e r o o f c o l l a p s i n g o n t o p 

o f h e r , o r w h e n a n e i g h b o r 

p u l l e d h e r f r o m w r e c k a g e 

j u s t m o m e n t s b e f o r e f l a m e s . 

e n g u l f e d w h a t w a s l e f t o f h e r 

w o r l d l y p o s s e s s i o n s . A n d s h e 

c o n s i d e r s t h i s a b l e s s i n g . 

" T h a n k g o o d n e s s , t h r o u g h 

a l l t h e h o r r o r o f i t , I d o n ' t 

r e m e m b e r a n y t h i n g , " s h e 

s a i d . 

G o b l e a n d h e r h u s b a n d 

o f 4 2 y e a r s , D a v e , b o t h 

s u r v i v e d t h e e x p l o s i o n 

t h a t l e v e l e d t h e i r h o m e o n 

W a t e r v i e w C o u r t . A s t h e y 

r e f l e c t b a c k o n t h e i n c i d e n t , 

t h e y f e e l i t w a s a m i r a c l e 

t h e y a r e b o t h a r o u n d t o d a y 

t o t a l k a b o u t i t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o l o s i n g 

m o s t o f t h e t h i n g s a f a m ­

i l y a c q u i r e s o v e r t h e y e a r s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e i r h o m e , 

v e h i c l e s , p h o t o s , p e r s o n a l 

m e m e n t o s , a n d e v e n t h r e e 

f a m i l y p e t s , t h e G a b l e s b o t h 

s u f f e r e d i n j u r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y 

J a n . H e r i n j u r i e s i n c l u d e d a 

b r o k e n b a c k , m u l t i p l e b r o ­

k e n r i b s , a c o l l a p s e d l u n g , 

l a c e r a t e d s p l e e n a n d a f r a c ­

t u r e d l e g . S h e s p e n t m o r e 

t h a n a m o n t h i n t h e h o s p i t a l 

- a n d a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n c e n t e r 

b e f o r e g o i n g h o m e . 

O f c o u r s e , h o m e i s n ' t 

e x a c t l y w h a t i t w a s b e f o r e 

s h e w e n t i n t o t h e h o s p i t a l . 

T h e c o u p l e i s c u r r e n t l y l e a s ­

i n g a h o u s e i n C a n t o n u n t i l 

t h e y c a n r e b u i l d t h e i r o l d 

h o m e . A p h y s i c a l t h e r a p i s t 

e o m e s t o t h e h o m e t h r e e 

d a y s a w e e k t o w o r k w i t h 

J a n . S h e i s c u r r e n t l y u s i n g a 

w a l k e r t o g e t a r o u n d . 

" T h e y s a i d m y b o d y t o o k 

q u i t e a j o l t , " S h e s a i d . " B u t 

t h e y t e l l m e I ' m d o i n g g r e a t . " 

D e m o l i t i o n o f w h a t w a s 

l e f t o f t h e i r h o m e w a s s u p ­

p o s e d t o b e g i n l a s t w e e k . 

D a v e G o b l e s a i d t h e i r 

i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y h a s c o m ­

p l e t e d i t s i n v e s t i g a t i o n , b u t 

s t i l l h a s n ' t t o l d t h e m w h a t . 

t r i g g e r e d t h e e x p l o s i o n . It's 

n o t s o m e t h i n g t h a t b o t h e r s 

t h e m , t h o u g h . W h a t m a t t e r s 

m o s t i s t h a t t h e y a r e b o t h • 

a l i v e a n d h a v e e a c h o t h e r . 
"I a m s o t h a n k f u l t h a t 

w e a r e b o t h s t i l l a l i v e . I f I 
w o u l d h a v e l o s t h i m I d o n ' t 
k n o w w h a t I w o u l d ' v e d o n e , " 
s h e s a i d . 

T h e G o b i e s a r e c o n c e n ­
t r a t i n g o n m o v i n g f o r w a r d . 
T h e y h a v e s p o k e n t o a 
c o u p l e b u i l d e r s , a n d h o p e 
t o b e b a c k i n t h e i r h o m e b y 
C h r i s t m a s . 

T h e G o b i e s , w h o a r e b o t h 
6 4 , e x e r c i s e d r e g u l a r l y , a n d 
t h e y a t t r i b u t e p a r t o f J a n ' s 
r e c o v e r y t o t h e f a c t s h e w a s 
i n . g o o d s h a p e . B u t t h e y 
a l s o b e l i e v e i n t h e p o w e r 
o f p r a y e r , a n d t h i n k a l l t h e 
p r a y e r s t h e y r e c e i v e d f r o m 
w e l l w i s h e r s i n t h e c o m m u ­
n i t y h e l p e d a s w e l l . 

T h e G o b i e s r e m a i n d e v o u t 
C h r i s t i a n s , e v e n m o r e s o 
t o d a y t h a n b e f o r e t h e e x p l o ­
s i o n , a n d d o n ' t f r e t a b o u t 
w h a t t h e y l o s t . T h e w h o l e 
e p i s o d e h a s m a d e t h e m 
a p p r e c i a t e w h a t ' s r e a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t . 

"It's o k a y t o g r i e v e a b o u t 
l o s i n g s o m e o f t h e s t u f f w e 
d i d , b u t t h e n t o r e c o g n i z e 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f a m ­
i l y , " J a n G o b l e s a i d . " T h a t ' s 
w h a t ' s i m p o r t a n t . " 
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Insurers battle over bills to reform 
individual insurance market 

BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

Legislation to reform medi­
cal insurance laws in Michigan 
has set off a fierce battle 
between Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Michigan and commercial 
insurance carriers. 

Hearings began last week in 
the Michigan Senate on four 
bills that were quickly approved 
in October in the state House 
(HBs 5282-5285) by a biparti­
san vote. 

The four bills are designed 
to reduce risk on individual 
health care policies for the non­
profit, state-regulated Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield. 

The bills would: 
• Create a high-risk pool 

or guaranteed-access plan 
for those denied coverage, to 
spread some of the losses across 
all health care insurers in the 
state. Blue Cross is mandated 
by law to be an insurer of last 
resort. 

• Allow Blue Cross to replace 
"community rating" with rate 
bands, which would allow the 
insurer to set different rates 
based on age, place of residence 
and other factors. 

• Set a loss ratio of 70 per­
cent, meaning an insurer must 
spend 70 cents of each dollar 
collected on health care. 

• Set limits on renewal rate 
increases. 

• Allow Blue Cross Blue 
Shield for-profit subsidiaries 
to sell other kinds of insurance 
(their largest subsidiary, The 
Accident Fund of America is 
restricted to selling worker's 
compensation insurance). 

STRONG OPPOSITION 
The bills have drawn strong 

opposition from commercial 
carriers, Michigan Attorney 
General Mike Cox, the UAW, 
AARP, the Consumer's Union 
and others. Commercial carri­
ers have organized the Coalition 
for Access and Aflbrdability in 
Michigan to lobby against the 
legislation. 

Mark Cook, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield vice president of gov­
ernmental affairs, argues that 
the nonprofit Blue Cross is at 
a sfivere d̂ sadsantage.aŝ n 
insurer of last resort at a time 
when the individual insurance 
market is growing. The indi­
vidual insurance market repre­
sents 6 percent of those insured 
in Michigan but is expected to 
grow as more employers drop 
insurance benefits and more 
people retire without company 
insurance. 

"It's a small but growing part 
of the marketplace and there are 
some regulatory challenges to 
that marketplace," Cook said at a 
meeting last week with Observer 

Eccentric editors. "Right now 
we have Blue Cross, who is a 
community-rated carrier pre­
dominantly, alongside commer­
cial carriers who are virtually 
unregulated in the commercial 
marketplace." 

He said commercial insurers 
are able to "cherry-pick" healthy 
customers by having potential 
customers fill out health ques­
tionnaires to find out if they're 
healthy. Commercial insurers 
can deny coverage but Blue 
Cross must accept anyone who is 
willing to pay their rates, which 
are regulated by the state's 
insurance commissioner. Cook 
said the law requires insurers to 
renew anyone who develops a 
condition but doesn't limit rate 
increases. He said that often 
drives customers to Blue Cross. 

"We lose money in that mar­
ketplace," Cook said. "We've 
been able to sustain those losses. 
It could grow to 15-25 percent of 
the marketplace. We lost $145 
million last year in the indi­
vidual market for those types of 
policies." 

IN THE HIGH-RISK POOL 
Blue Cross, which issues 60-

70 percent of all health insur­
ance policies in the state, is sup­
porting a high-risk pool model 
used in 34 other states. 

"What happens is someone 
applies for insurance and they 
are rejected by another car­
rier. They would qualify under 
the high-risk pool," Cook said. 
"Premiums are capped for those 
folks. The high-risk pool is a 
money loser." 

Insurance carriers are 
assessed for the loss based on 
their market share. Cook said 
under the proposed legisla­
tion, Blue Cross would assume 
administrative cost and up to 35 
percent of claims losses above 
the minimum 70 percent loss 
ratio. 

Attorney General Cox has 
opposed the legislation for sev­
eral reasons. 

According to Cox, the legisla­
tion would: 

• Force seniors and sicker 
citizens to pay more than cur­
rent law by eliminating the 
community rating. 

• Allow Blue Cross to charge 
new customers with serious ill­
nesses up to 250 percent more, 
without challenge. 

• Double the time available 
to deny coverage for pre-exist­
ing illnesses, up to 12 months 
from the current six months. 

• Triple the margins Blue 
Cross can keep from every pre­
mium dollar. 

• Enable Blue Cross to raise 
rates without consideration of 
their surplus. 

• Allow Blue Cross to 
charge individuals more for 

health insurance based on 
where they live. 

• Eliminate the role of the 
attorney general to argue 
against rate hikes and elimi­
nate the ability of the Office 
of Financial and Insurance 
Services to set rates. 

"Every change in this pack­
age of bills in aimed at increas­
ing profits for a benevolent 
charity that is already making 
record profits now," Cox said 
in a press release issued in 
December. "And the people, 
especially the old, sick and 
most vulnerable, will pay more 
or lose insurance coverage. 
This is not about improving the 
quality of health care. These 
changes promote profits over 
people." 

The Blue Cross's Cook said 

Please see INSURERS, A9 
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RELIGION CALENDAR 

If you want to submit an item for 
the religion calendar, fax it to 
(734) 591-7279 or write: Religion 
Calendar, Observer Newspapers, 
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150. 
Deadline for an announcement to 
appear in the Thursday edition is 
noon Monday. 

FEBRUARY 
Heart workshop 

Living a Heart Centered Life work­
shop 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
2, at Unity Church of Ann Arbor; 4599 
Carpenter Road. Learn how to over­
come the negative emotions that can 
cause heart disease. Dr. Kirk Laman, 

. board certified cardiologist, author, 
trainer, and assistant Professor of 
Medicine Michigan State University. 
For cost and to register, call (734) 
434-8545. 

Single Place Ministry 

Upcoming activities include a 
Superbowl House Party Sunday, 
Feb. 3. Single Place Ministry meets 
Thursdays 7:30-7:45 p.m. for social 
time, 7:45-8 p.m. opening, 8-9 p.m. 
program, at First Presbyterian 
Church, 200 East Main Stre%t, 
Northville. Call (248) 349-0911 or visit 
www.singleplace.org. Cost is $5 per 
person. 

Pancake Supper 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew's 
Episcopal Church presents its Shrove 
Tuesday All You Can Eat Pancake 
Supper 6-8 p.m. Feb. 5, at 16360 
Hubbard, between Five Mile and Six 
Mile, Livonia. $4 adults,-$1 children 
under age 12, $10 families (H adults 
and children under 12). Tickets avail­
able at the door. 

Ash Wednesday services 

The Anglican Church of Livonia and 
Trinity Church will hold joint services 
at noon and 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. • 
6, at Trinity Church, 34500 Six Mile, 
west of Farmington Road, Livonia. A 
freewill offering will be collected for 

• local pregnancy centers. 
Lenten services 

Start on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 6 at 
7:30 p.m. in the chapel and continue 
every Wednesday through March 13] 
at St. James Presbyterian Church, 
25350 W. Six Mile, Redford, (313) 
534-7730. Maundy Thursday service 
will be 7:30 p.m. March 20, the Easter 
Worship Service at 10 a.m. March 23 
in the sanctuary. 

Lenten services 

7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday, Feb. 6, Mid­
week Wednesday-Lenten Services 
7:30 p.m. Feb. 13,20,27, March 5 and 
12, Holy week services 10 a.m. Palm 
Sunday, March 16; 7:30 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday, March 20; Good Friday 
(March 21) Reflections on the Passion 
12:30-2 p.m., Tenebrae Service at 
7:30 p.m.; Easter Vigil 7:30-9 p.m. 
Saturday, March 22, and 8:30 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Easter Sunday, March 23, 
at Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 30650 Six Mile, Livonia. For 
information, call (734) 427-1414; • 
Weekly worship services 10 a.m. 
Sundays with nursery, Adult Learning 
and Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. No 6 
p.m. Sunday services during Lent or 
Easter Sunday. AH are welcome. 

Lenten services 

Noon and 7:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday, 
Feb. 6,13,20, and 27, and March 5 and 
12, at Immanue! Lutheran Church, 
27035 Ann Arbor Trail, Dearborn 
Heights. The Pulpit Theme is The 
Places of Passion. Holy Week services 
10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday, March 16 
with Confirmation; 7:30 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday, March 20; noon and 7:30. 
p.m. Good Friday, March 21 and Easter 
Sunday, March 23. 

Prince of Peace Church 

Recovery, Inc., meets at 10 a.m., 
every Wednesday at the church,' 
Walnut Lake Road and Green, West 
Bloomfield. Recovery, Inc., is an 
international, non-profit, self-help 
community based service organiza­
tion that helps people with nervous 
and emotional disorders reduce their 
suffering and improve their quality 
of life. Call Martha Paul at (248) 682-
9362 or e-mail her at marthapaul@ • 
sbcglobal.net. 

Lenten fish dinners 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish of 
Livonia invites everyone to it's All 
You Can Eat Lenten Fish Dinners, 
beginning 4:30-7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 8 
and continuing Feb. 15,22,29; and 
March 7 and 14, in the cafeteria of 
St. Michael School, 11441 Hubbard, 
south of Plymouth Rd. Livonia. The 
dinners feature a choice of hand-
dipped fried or baked cod along with 
a large assortment of side dishes and 
beverages. Cost is $8 adults, $4 for 
children ages 3-11, free for age 3 and 
under. Carryout orders available at 
$7 each. For information, call (734) 
261-1455, Ext. 200. 

Hunger workshop 

Presented by Bread for the World, 
a Christian non-partisan hunger 
legislation organization, 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m: Saturday, Feb. 9, at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 814 North 
Campbell, Royal Oak. For informa­
tion, call (734) 487-9058, send e-mail 
to wolverbob@yahoo.com or visit 
www.breadmichigan.org. No charge. 
During an offering of Letters, 
individuals and congregations are 
asked not to donate funds, but write 
Congress on specific hunger-fighting 
legislation. 
Widowed Friends 

Italian buffet dinner, conversation 
and cards for widowed men and 
women of all ages Wednesday, Feb. 
13, at Corsi's Italian Restaurant, 
Seven Mile near Inkster, Livonia. 
Social time from 5 p.m., dinner 
at 6 p.m. followed by social time 
and music until 9:30 p.m. Cost $15, 
includes buffet. Send payment by 
Feb. 9. For information, call Chet 
at (734) 459-4316 or Gloria at (313) 

. 381-4187. 
Court of St. Brigid 

Scholarship Program sponsored 
by the Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, Rose Kennedy Division, 
will be held Saturday, Feb. 16, at 
the AOH Hall, 24242 Grand River, 
Detroit. Educational scholarships will 
be awarded to the winner and her 
court. Eligible for the program are 
girls, ages 17-22, who are Irish and 
Catholic. For application and more 
information, call Maureen Kelly at 
(734) 632-0334 or visit www.detroiii-
rish.org. Deadline for application is 
Friday, Feb. 9. 

Christian comedian 

Ed Thompson (www.edthompsonlive. 
com), 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10, at 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
14175 Farmington Road, north of 1-96 
(Schoolcraft service drive), Livonia. 
Call (734) 522-6830. 

Curt Collins concert 

Top 20 Christian Music performer 
Curt Collins will be performing 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 10, at St. John Lutheran 
Church 23225 Gill., two blocks west 

- of downtown Farmington. Admission 
is free. A Love Offering will be taken. 
Call (248)474-0584. 

The Catholic Marriage FAQ 

Deacon William Meahan presents the 
things you thought you knew but 
didn't, things you didn't think you 
knew but, 10:45 a.m. to.noon Sunday, 
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H E N R Y A , B E R N S 
Age 72. Farmington Hills. ML passed 
January 26, 2008. Thayer-Rock 
Funeral Home, Farmington, MI 

SCOTT WEILER LOVE 
Age 54, died on Tuesday, January 22, 
2008. He was born on May 22, 1953 to 
R. Robert Love and L. Jean Weiler. 
Originally from Franklin, MI, he and 
his family moved to Macclenny, FL 
three years ago. He was the Branch 
Manager at H.D. Supply in 
Jacksonville, FL and an avid supporter 
of the Baker County Girls Softball 
League. Scott was graduated from 
Ohio University with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Business and 
Marketing. He also played basketball 
and golf for the university and 
remained an avid golfer throughout his 
life. He was devoted to his family and 
loved by all who knew him. He is pre­
deceased by his brother Keith Love. 
Family members include his wife of 15 
years, Karen Love of Macclenny, FL; 
his children: Lindsey Jean Love and 
Lia Nicole Love of Macclenny, FL; 
parents Robert and Jean Love of Novi, 
MI; and brother Craig (Julie) Love. 
Memorial services will be held on 
Saturday, February 2, 2008 at 2:00pm 
at First Baptist Church of Glen St. 
Mary with Pastor Randy Williams offi­
ciating. In lieu of flowers the family 
requests donations be made in Scott's 
honor to Baker County Girls Softball 
Foundation - Mercantile Bank of Glen 
St. Mary, FL. Arrangements are under 
the care and direction of V. TODD 
FERREIRA FUNERAL SERVICES 
(904) 259-5700. You may share mem­
ories and condolences at: 

www.vtoddferreira.com . 

ERNEST E. SAUTER 
Age 87, of Farmington Hills. January 
26, 2008. A proud Coast Guard 
Veteran of World War II in the Pacific 
Theater, and the Korean Conflict. 
Retired from Michigan Bell Telephone 
Co. after 41 years of service and 
Director Emeritus and Board of 
Director Member of the Farmington 
Community Library for 40 years. 
Beloved husband of Dorothy for 65 
years. Loving father of Eric Sauter 
(Beth Olanoff). Cherished grandfather 
of Molly Rebecca Sauter and Aaron 
Richard Sauter. Dear brother of Arden 
Pierson and Lois Ann Parker. 
Memorial Service Friday 10 a.m. at 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Farmington, 26165 Farmington Rd., 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334. 
Memorial Visitation Thursday 2-7 
p.m. at THAYER-ROCK FUNERAL 
HOME, 33603 Grand River Ave., 
downtown Farmington (1 blk. W. of 
Farmington Rd.). Memorial tributes 
may be made to the Farmington 
Community Library, 32737 W. 12 
Mile Rd., Farmington Hills, MI 48334. 

www.thayer-rock.com 

DOUGLAS D. VOGAN 
January 28. 2008. age 80. Beloved 
husband of Shirley. Dear father of 
Lynn (Lee) Moore, Mary Sanders & 
son, Paul (deceased). Brother of Edna 
Heck and Joyce Newton. Grandfather 
of eight; Great-Grandfather of nine. 
Instate Saturday 12 Noon until 1 pm 
service at St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church, 5885 Venoy, Westland. Family 
will receive friends Thursday 5-9 pm 
and Friday 12-9 pm at the Uht Funeral 
Home, 35400 Glenwood, Westland, 
MI.. Memorials would be appreciated 
to the Josephine Ford Cancer Center or 
American Cancer Society. Please visit 
and post a tribute at: 

www.uhtfhcom 

M a y You 
F i n d 

Comfort in 
family 
.Friends? 

PHYLLIS S. PETERSON 
Died January 28, 2008, age 78. 
Beloved wife of the late Steve. Dear' 
mother of Lynn (Chuck) Route and 
John (Cindy) Peterson. Grandmother 
of David, Andrew (A.J.), Ashley, 
Stephen, Adam, Ian and Emily. 
Memorial services at Rosedale 
Gardens Presbyterian Church, 9601 
Hubbard at W. Chicago in Livonia, on 
Saturday, February 2nd at 12 noon. 
Share a memory at: 

www.mannsfuneralhome.com 

IRENE SUSZYLO 
Age 88, of Westland, MI. Passed away 
January 29,2008. Beloved wife of the. 
late Bronislaw. Loving mother of 
Diane (Richard) Marisnick,'Kenneth 
Lince, Peggy Stanley, Cindy Suszylo, 
and Bron (Anita) Suszylo. Dear 
grandmother of 11 and great-grand­
mother of 16. Visitation Thursday 2-
9pm at Vermeulen Funeral Home, 980 
N. Newburgh Rd., Westland (btwn 
Ford and Cherry Hill). Funeral service 
Friday (time pending) at the funeral 
home. Interment Cadillac Memorial 
Gardens-West. To view obituary and 
share memories log on to: 

www.vermeulenfuneralhome.com 
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The first five "billed" lines of an 
obituary are published at no cost. 
All additional lines will be 
charged at $4 per line. You may 
place a picture of your loved one 
for an additional cost of only $6. 
Symbolic emblems may be 
included at no cost (example: 
American . Flags, religious 
symbols, etc.) 

Deadlines: 
Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday 

Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday 

Obituaries received after these deadlines 
will be placed in the next available issue. 

e-mail your obit to 
oeobits@hometownlife.com 

or fax to: 
Attn: Obits c /o Charolette Wilson 

734-953-2232 
For more information call; 

C h a r o l e t t e W i l s o n 
734-953-2070 
o r L i z K e i s e r 
734-953-2067 

. or toll free 
866-818-7653 J 

ask for Char or Liz Jffl 
OE08518962 <£>JMI 

Feb. 17, in Bixman Hall at St. Aidan 
Catholic Church, 17500 Farmington 
Rd., north of Six Mile, Livonia. Pre-
registration reguested, call (734) 
425-5950. No charge. 

Single Place Ministry 

Divorce recovery workshop contin­
ues to Feb. 21, at First Presbyterian 
Church, Emeritus Room, 200 E. Main, 
Northville. Topics include network-
ing/midlife crisis, stage of grief, put­
ting your "ex" in focus, legal aspects 
of divorce (includes pot luck dinner), 
spiritual help and forgiveness, help­
ing children through divorce, and 
relationships old and new. Cost $35, 
includes book, Growing through 
Divorce. Scholarships available. 
Chiidcare available for toddlers 
through grade six. To register, call 
(248)349-0911. 

Clothing bank 

Canton Christian Fellowship Clothing 
Bank is open 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Feb. 23, and the fourth 
Saturday of every month, at the 
church, 8775 Ronda Drive, souih of 
Joy, between Haggerty and Lilley. 
Free clothing for men, women and 
children. For more information, 
call (734) 404-2480 or visit www. 
CantonCF.org. 
Lenten symposium 

Saturday, Feb. 23, at St. Cyril and 
. Methodius Catholic Church, 41233 

Ryan, Sterling Heights. Featured 
speaker is the Rev. Monsignor 
Charles Mangan of the Vatican's 
Congregation for Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Societies of 
Apostolic Life. Cost is $40 advance 
($45 at door), $20 students, free for 
seminarians. All speakers also attend 
the youth symposium (cost $15 for 
ages 12-17). Registration begins at 
7 a.m., followed by Mass at 8 a.m. 
For more information, visit www. 
holytrinityapostolate.com, send e: 
mail to barbaramm@sbcgiobal.net or 
call Shirley at (313) 277-8905, Jerene 
(248) 625-2461 or Bonnie (586) 781-
8523. Registration form must be 
received by Feb. 20. 

Men's retreat 

Feb. 29 to March 2, at St. Paul of the 
Cross Retreat Center, Outer Drive 
and I-96. Single rooms, own bath, all 
meals. Cost is approximately $125. 
Call Ruben at (734) 261-5321 for 
appointment. 

UPCOMING 
VBS summer ministries 

The International Christian Education 
Association presents its 42nd 
preview 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1, at Ward Church, Six Mile and 
Haggerty, Northville. Get a head start 

. on your church's summer program by 
viewing exhibits and demonstrations 
from national publishers, attend 4 of 
20 workshops on organizing, plan­
ning and administering summer pro­
grams, also make and take puppetry 
and teaching techniques, morning 
refreshments and lunch included in 
registration fee. The event is non-

- denominational and open to the pub­
lic. Call (248) 557-5526 or visit www. 
iceaonline.org. 

Sisters in Christ 
Women's conference 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, April 19, at St. James 
Presbyterian Church, 25350 W. Six 
Mile, east of Beech Daly, Redford. 
Cost is $40 pre-conference registra­
tion, $50 at door. Call (313) 534-7730. 
This is an interdenominational 
conference to help women connect 
their Christian life to one another. 
Speakers are Brenda Josee who's 
been active in Christian publishing 25 
years, and Nancy Moser who's pub­
lished 17 inspirational novels. 

ONGOING 
Reformed Protestant services 

Continue Sundays at 3:30 p.m. The 
doctrines and teachings of Reformed 
Protestantism will be preached at the 
worship services of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing). A new preach­
ing station has been established at 
Cherry Hill School, 50440 Cherry Hill, 
corner of Ridge Road, Canton. The Rev. 
Sean Humby will preach each Sunday. 
For more information, call Margaret 
Waldecker at (313) 530-6170, visit www. 
westminsterconfession.org, or e-mail 
Humby at sean.humby@fuse.net. 

Church offerings 

Riverside Park Church of God, 
Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., 
Wednesday bible classes (child 
through adult) at 7 p.m. Youth out­
ings held monthly, The senior group 
(age 50 plus) has lunch together ' 
every month. The men get together 
for breakfast the first Saturday 
of the month plus we offer choir 
practice for all singers. Al! visitors 
welcome. The church is at 11771 
Newburgh at Plymouth Road, Livonia. 
Call (734) 464-0990 for details. ' 

Church services 

Want a unique church experience? 
Join in Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. 
for a service.that will lift your entire 
family, but be prepared for what 
will happen after just one service 
at Riverside Park Church of God, 
11771 Newburgh (corner of Plymouth 
Road), Livonia. Call (734) 464-0990 
for information. 

Thursday fellowship dinner 

Ail are welcome, 6 p.m. dinners 
catered by The Cookie Lady, Susan 
Navarro, at St. James Presbyterian 
Church, 25350 W. Six Mile, Redford. 

' Cost is $6. Call (313) 534-7730, 
Thrift store 

Open Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m. and 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at St. 
James Presbyterian Church, 25350 W. 
Six Mile-, Redford. Call (313) 534-7730. 

Tai Chi class 

Orchard United Methodist Church 
(30450 Farmington Rd., Farmington 
Hills) is hosting a Tai Chi Class by 
Sam Purdy, Wu Style Tai Chi. This 
meditative form of Martial Arts is 
great for reducing stress and is 
great for over-all health memory and 
balance. Everyone'is welcome from 
beginning to experienced partici­
pants at any time. Classes began 7-
8:30 p.m. Jan. 14, and continue every 
Monday thereafter. Cost per class 
depends on number of participants. 
For information or to reserve your 
space, call (248) 701-1587 or (248) 
626-3620. Visit www.orchardumc.org 
for updates. 

Living Water series 

Mark McGilvrey leads a 10-week video 
series called H20 starting 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 13, at Memorial Church 
of Christ, 35475 Five Mile, Livonia. 
Call (734) 464-6722. The group is 
open to men and women who would 
like to review the basic teachings of 
Jesus who claimed to be living, water. 
It is also intended for those who have 
never made a commitment to Jesus. 

Couple prayer series 

St. Colette Church, 17600 Newburgh, 
Livonia, is offering a life-chang­
ing Couple Prayer Series (www. 
coupleprayer.org) for married or 
engaged couple, began 7-9 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 4, in the Activity Center 
Hall. Couples who pray together daily 
have a divorce rate of less than 1 
divorce in every 1000 marriages. For 
registration information, call Mary 
Ellen at (734)464-4435. 

ENDOW 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
. of Livonia hosts two different ses­

sions of the Archdiocese of Detroit's 
ENDOW program, a continuing 
women's study group focused on 
the dignity of women of all ages and 
faiths. Based on Pope John Paul ll's 
Letter to Women, the group meets 
9:30 a.m. Thursdays (began Jan. 
10). The second session is called 
Different Times, Abiding Dignity 
and deals with a woman's inher­
ent dignity at ail stages of her life 
from 0 to 100. The group meets 9:30 
a.m. Tuesdays (began Jan. 8). Both 
groups meet in the convent base­
ment meeting room. Women of all 
ages and faiths welcome.'There is 
a $60 charge for materials, but no 
woman will be turned away because 
of inability to pay. Register by calling 
(734)261-1455, Ext. 207 or online at 
www.endowonline.com. St. Michael's 
complex is at 11441 Hubbard, south of 
Plymouth Rd., Livonia. 

ENDOW 

Educating on the Nature and , 
Dignity of Women sessions 7-9 p.m. 
Thursdays, to March 6, (explores 
Pope John Paul ll's Mulieris 
Dignitatem-On the Dignity and 
Vocation of Women), in Bixmal Hall 
church building at St. Aidan Catholic 
Church, 17500 Farmington Rd., 
Livonia. Second session begins 7-9 
p.m. Mondays, Jan. 14, to March 3, 
(explores Pope John Paul ll's Letter 
to Women), in conference room in 
parish office. Registration reguired 
for both sessions. $60 for materials 
for each session. Contact Michele 
Schmidt at (734) 367-0353 or send e-
mail to mtschmidt@sbcglobal.net. 

Grief support group 

Offered by Romulus Wesleyan Church 
and Hospice of Michigan for 13 weeks 
began 9 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 6, at the 
church, 37300 Goddard.and 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, continues to 
March 16-and March 20, respectively, 
at the Romulus Public Library on 
Wayne Road at Goddard. For informa­
tion, call (734) 941-1511, (734)942-
7589 or visit www.griefshare.org. 

Day of service 

Beginning in January, a Day of 
Service and Spirituality will be 
made available by the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen and the Solanus Casey 
Center. The purpose of the day is to 
serve, to meet, and to have one's 
faith grow. The day allows groups 
to help at the Capuchin-Services 
Center and dine with guests at the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen. A tour of the 
Earth Works urban garden, which 
provides six tons of produce each 
season, will also be made available. 
The day concludes with a self-guided 
tour of the Solanus Casey Center, a 
spirituality center dedicated to the 
Capuchin friar who is credited with 
miraculous cures and valued for his 

Mwse and compassionate counsel. 
The minimum age is 7th grade and 
the maximum size of the grctup is 30. 
The day starts at 8:30 a.m. and ends 
at 2:30 p.m. There is no cost. Lunch -
included. For information, send e-
mail to ccrane@thecapuchins.org. 
To learn more about the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen, visit www.cskdetroit.org. 

New schedule 

9 a.m. Sunday school for ail ages and 
Faith Forum, 10 a.m. Worship Service 
with Communion and nursery, at Holy 
Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(ELCA), 30650 Six Mile, Livonia. All 
visitors welcome. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 427-1414 or visit www. 
holycrosslivonia.org. 

Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, Adult Bible Class 
at 9:30 a.m„ Children's Sunday School 
during worship at 10:30 a.m., at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 27035 
Ann Arbor Trail, Dearborn Heights. For 
more information, call (313) 278-5755. 

Worship 

Sundays: 10 a:m. Worship Service 
with nursery, 9 a.m. Sunday School 
for tots through high school and 
Adult Faith Forum at Holy Cross 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA), 
30650 Six Mile, Livonia: Call (734) 
427-1414 or visit www.holycrosslivo-
nia.org. Visitors welcome. 

Sunday worship 

The early service for the Anglican 
Church of Livonia is at 7:45 a.m. at 
Trinity Church, 34500 Six Mile, west 
of Farmington Road and next to 
Stevenson High School, Livonia. The 
10 a.m. service (with Sunday School) 
will continue to be at the Livonia 
YMCA at 14255 Stark Road, between 
Lyndon and the I-96 service drive. 

Worship service 

10:45 a.m. Sundays, Adult Sunday 
School at 9:30 a.m., Children's 
Sunday School during worship, Youth 
Group 5-7 p.m. and Catechism for 
Grown-ups 5:30-6:30 p.m., at Trinity 
Church of Livonia, 34500 Six Mile. For 
information, call (734)425-2800. 

F.I.R.E. ministries 

With theme scripture. He shall bap­
tize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire (Luke 3:16), is organizing in 
Livonia at Living Water Church, 11663 
Areola in the Inkster and Plymouth 
roads area at 7 p.m. Fridays under 
the leadership of Luke Willis. F.I.R.E. 
Ministries. For more information, call 
(734)425-6360. 

New worship schedule 

Regular church service 10 a.m. 
Sundays with Communion and 
Nursery, 9 a.m. Sunday School for all 
ages and Faith Forum, at Holy Cross 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA), 
30650 Six Mile, Livonia. Call (734) 
427-1414. All visitors welcome. Visit 
www.holycrosslivonia.org. 

Sunday worship 

11 a.m. Sunday worship service, 
9:30 a.m. Sunday school, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study, at Good 
Shepherd Reformed Church, 6500 N. 
Wayne Rd. at Hunter, Westland. For 
information, call (734) 721-0800. 

Worship services 

10 a.m. Sundays Divine Liturgy fol­
lowed by a fellowship/coffee time, 
at Holy Transfiguration Orthodox 
Church, 36075 W. Seven Mile, 
between Newburgh and Wayne 

. roads, Livonia. Church school for 
• children and adults begins at 9 a.m. 

Sunday. Vespers are celebrated 5 
p.m. Saturdays. Visitors are always 
welcome. For more information, call 
(248)476-3432 (church), (248)477-
4712 (rectory) or Web site at www. 
orthodoxlivonia.org. 

Pancake breakfasts 

The Ushers'Club of St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish in Livonia continue 
their 30-year tradition of all-you-
can-eat pancake breakfasts on the 
third Sunday of each month from 
8:30 a.m. to noon. The breakfasts 
are served in the school cafeteria 
at 11441 Hubbard, south of Plymouth 

• Road. Adults, $5; children ages 4-11, 
$3; children under age 3, free; and 
family (2 adults and ail children), $15. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Men's breakfast 

Ham & eggs, hash browns, pancakes, 
and more when you come to the 
Men's Breakfast at 8a.m. on the 
first Saturday of every month at 
The Senate Restaurant, located off 
Haggerty Road between Five Mile 
and Six Mile in Northville. All men 
are invited for fellowship and food. 
Sponsored by Riverside Park Church 
of God, 11771 Newburgh, Livonia. Call 
(734)464-0990. 

MOPS meetings 

The Hosamta-Tabor Mothers of 
Preschoolers (MOPS) group began 
meeting this fall at a new time at 
the Lutheran church, 9600 Leverne, 
Redford. Meetings continue the first 
and third Thursdays of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. Join in for teaching, 
discussion, creative projects and 
presentations. For more information, 
call (248) 470-5202 or send e-mail to 
nikki.tiernan@gmail.com. 

Bible studies 

Regular Bible Study program contin­
ues at 7 p.m. on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month, focus is on 
St. Paul's Letters to the Romans, at 
St. Michael's Catholic Church on the 
corner of Plymouth and Hubbard 
roads, Livonia. To register, call (734) 
261-1445, Ext. 200. 

MOPS groups 

Mothers of Preschoolers meets on 
the first and third Friday mornings or 
•first and third Wednesday evenings 
at Calvary Baptist Church, 43065 Joy 
Road, Canton. For information, call 
(734) 455-0022, Ext. 4, or send e-mail 
tocbcwomensministries@hotmail.com. 

LOGOS Youth Club 

Calling all youth grades four-12 
to join the LOGOS Youth Club at 
Northville First United Methodist 
Church. Recreation, dinner, Bible 
study and music Wednesdays, 5:15-
8:15 p.m. began Wednesday, Sept. 26. 
For information or registration, visit 
www.fumcnorthville.org or call (248) 
349-1144. 

Please see RELIGION, A7 
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HeartCry 
The support group provides hope 
and help for mothers of prodigals 
at 7 p.m. on the second, fourth and 
fifth Wednesdays of each month, at 
Calvary Baptist Church, 43065 Joy 
Road, Canton. The group is using the 
book, The Hope of a Homecoming, 
by O'Rourke and Sauer ($12). For 
information or to register, call (734) 
455-0022, Ext. 4. 

Women of the word 
Bible study meets 9:15 a.m. and 6:45 
p.m. Tuesdays, at Calvary Baptist 
Church, 43065 Joy Road, Canton. . 
Choose from Covenant, a Precept 
Upon Precept class, or The Truth 
Project (new from Focus on the 
Family). To register, cali (734) 455-
0022, Ext. 4 or visit www.vchurches. 
com/cbcwomen. 

Bible study 
Get a new life, study Scripture 
9-10:30 a.m. Saturdays at Blessed 

Sacrament Monastery on the 
northwest corner of 13 Mile and 
Middlebelt in Farmington Hilis. Focus 
of study is Romans. Come once or 
more often. Cali (248) 626-8253 for 
more information. 

Fellowship Dinners 
6 p.m. Thursdays. Dinner catered by 
The Cookie Lady, Susan Navarro. $6. 
At St. James Presbyterian Church, 
25350 W. Six Mile, Redford. Call 
(313)534-7730. 

Thrift Shop 
9:30-11:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays at St. James Presbyterian 
Church, 25350 W. Six Mile, Redford, 

Registration 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Early 
Childhood Center is now taking 
registrations for the fall program 
at 14175 Farmington Road, north of 
1-96, Livonia. It is open from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday. Loving and 
caring programs are offered for 
toddler, preschool, pre-K, and child 
care. Call (734) 513-8413. 

Morning prayers 
7:30 a.m. Tuesday-Friday, at New 

Beginnings United Methodist 
Church, 16175 Delaware, corner of 
Puritan, Redford. Please join in as 
participants start day with prayer. 
Call (313)255-6330. 

J.OX meeting 
The J.OX Builders (Just Older 
Youth, ages 50 plus) meet 11:30 a.m. 
the third Thursday of the month 
for lunch, fellowship and fun, at 
Riverside Park Church of God, 11771 
Newburgh at Plymouth roads, 
Livonia. Call (734) 464-0990. All " 
are welcome to join in. There is no 
charge, although organizers ask 
that you bring a luncheon dish to 
share. 

Higher Rock Cafe 
Second and fourth Friday of the 
month, doors open at 7:30 p.m., live 
bands begin at 8 p.m. presented by 
Salvation Army of Wayne/Westland, 
2300 S. Venoy, between Michigan 
Avenue and Palmer. For information, 
call (734) 722-3660 or visit www.tsa. 
higherrockcafe.4t.com.. 

Worship service 
10 a.m. Sundays, at The Lutheran 

Church of Our Saviour, 29425 
Annapolis, Westland. Sunday School 
for children. For information, call 
(734)728-3440. 

Sunday worship 
10 a.m. at Lutheran Church of Our 
Saviour, 29425 Annapolis, Westland. 

. For information, call (734) 728-3440. 
Sunday services 

Pastor Dan Strength leads services 
at Living Water Church (Pentecostal 
Church of God), 11663 Areola, one 
block west of Inkster Road on 
Plymouth Road. Sunday School is 10 
a.m. followed by worship at 11 a.m. 
Bibie study 7 p.m. Wednesdays. Call 
(734) 425-6360. 
Farmington Women Aglow 
Meets the second Monday of each 
month 7-9:30 p.m. at the Longacre 
House on Farmington road between 
10 Mile and 11 Mile, Farmington Hills. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Call Vikki 
for more information at (248) 497-
7755. A Christian women's group. 

Worship services 
Sunday worship services are at 8 
a.m. (traditional) and 10:30 a.m. 

(contemporary), at Grace Lutheran 
Church, 46001 Warren, between 
Canton Center and Beck, Canton. For 
more information, call (734) 637-
8160. Sunday school and Adult Bible 
Study at 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
series: Heaven Can't Wait. 

Worship services 
Praise and worship 10 a.m. Sunday, 
at Westwood Community Church, 
6500 Wayne Road and Hunter, 
Westland. Contemporary music 
and casual dress. Children church 
and nursery. Call (734) 254-0093. 
Doughnuts and coffee served. 

Celebrate Recovery 
Ward Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church in Northvilie launches 
Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-cen­
tered recovery program helping ; 
men and women find freedom from . 
hurts, habits and hang-ups (addic­
tive and compulsive behaviors), 
meets every Friday for 6 p.m. dinner 
(optional), 7 p.m. praise and wor­
ship, 8 p.m. small group discussion, 
9 p.m. Solid Rock Cafe (optional 
coffee and desserts). Child care 

during Celebrate Recovery is free 
and available by calling (248) 374-
7400. For information, visit www. 
celebraterecovery.com and www. 
wardchurch.org/ceiebrate. 

Sunday service 
All are welcome to attend worship 
service at 10 a.m. Sunday in the 
sanctuary at St. Paul's Presbyterian 
Church, 27475 Five Mile, one block 

. west of Inkster, Livonia. For more 
information, call (734) 422-1470. 

Worship service 
At 10:30 a.m. Sundays at New 
Beginnings United Methodist Church, 
16175 Delaware at Puritan, Redford. 
Congregation is hearing lessons from 
I Peter. Call (313) 255-6330. 

Adult literacy classes 
Adult and English as a Second 
Language literacy classes are avail­
able for those wishing to improve 
reading, writing and English conver­
sational skills. Open to age 18 and 
over. Trained tutors available for 
day or evening. For information, call 
Merriman Road Baptist Church in 
Garden City at (734) 421-0472. 
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C H U R C H 

33640 Michigan Ave. * Wayne, MI 
(Between Wayne Rd. & Merriman Rd.) 

(734) 728-2180 
Virgil Humes, Pastor 

I* 

Saturday Evening Worship 6:00 p jn 
Sunday Worship 7:30 am. and 10:45 urn. * Sunday School 9:30 a m. 

Wednesday frost Service 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday Children, Youth and Adult Bible Study T«W:30 p.m. 

( MHO! K 

ST. A N N E ' S R O M A N 
C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 
Immemorial Latin Mass 

Approved by Pope §L Pius V in 1570 
St. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8 
23310 Joy Road • RedfonL Midiigan 

5 Blocks E. of Telegraph • (313) 534-2121 
Mass Schedule: 

First Fri. 7:00 p.m. 
First Sat llKW sum. 
Sun. Masses 7:30 & 10*10 a.m. 
Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass 
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions 

Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M. 

! EV AM,FlIC \L 
COVENANI 

F A I T H C O V E N A N T 

C H U R C H 
14 Mile Road and Drake, Farmington Hills 

( 2 4 8 ) 6 6 1 - 9 1 9 1 
S u n d a y W o r s h i p 

a n d C h i l d r e n ' s C h u r c h 
9 : 1 5 a . m . C o n t e m p o r a r y 

1 1 : 0 0 a . m . T r a d i t i o n a l 
Child Care provided for all services 

Youth Groups • A d a h Small Groups 

C larencevllle United Methodist 
•0300 Middlebelt Rd. • Livonia 

248-474-3444 
Pastor Beth Librande 

Worship Service 9:30 A M 
Sunday School 1 l :OOAM 

Nursery Provided 

"More than Sunday Services' 
Worship Services 
9:00 fie 11:15 a.m. 

1 Dynamic Youth and Children's Programs 
• Excellent Music Ministries 

• Small Groups For Every Age 
• Outreach Opportunities 

Paston 
Dr. John Qrenfeil HI 

Associate Paston Rev. David Wichert 

f U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h 
o f P l y m o u t h 

4-5201 North Territorial Koad 
iUesi <>! SNdclon Roadl 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 5 2 8 0 
1 w w w . p f u m c . o r g 

I t e d f o r d 

UniiiJd Mgtnodisl 
, h , l Ph 

> blocks 
South of 

'313437,3170 
9:30 - Trad. Worship & Sun. Sch. 
11:00 - Con temp. Family Worship 

www.redfordaidersqate.oro 

NEWBURG UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
"Open Hearts, Minds & Doors" 

3 6 5 0 0 A n n A r b o r T r a i l 
between Wayne & Newburgh Rds. 

7 3 4 - 4 2 2 - 0 1 4 9 

Worship Service 
and 

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m.& 11:00 a.m. 
Rev. Marsha M. Woolley 

Visit our website: www.newburgumc.org 

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church 

14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just north of 1-96 

7 3 4 - 5 2 2 - 6 8 3 0 

Sunday Worship 
1:30 & 11:00 am - Traditional 

Staffed Nursery Available 

Sunday/Bible Class 
9:45 am 

Early Childhood Center 
Phone 734-513-8413 

Making disciples who share the iove of Jesus Christ 
Pastors: Robert F. Bayer and A.nttiony M. Creeden 

G R A C E L U T H E R A N C H U R C H 

MISSOURI SYNOD 
25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DAL' 

313-532-2266 REDFORD Tl 
Worship Service 

9:15 & 11:00 A . M . 
Sunday School 

9:15 & 11:00 A . M . 

the Rev. Timothy P. Halboth, Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Victor R Hatbotb, Assistant Put 

HOSANNA-TABOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

9600 Leveme • So. Redford • 313-937-2424 
"Vacancy Pastor - Rev. Carl Rockrohr" 

Sunday Morning Worship 
8:30 i 11:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 9:45 ajn. 
Christian School 

Pre-Kindergarten-8th Grade 
For more information caii 

313-937-2233 -

St Genevieve Roman Catholic Chui 
St. Genevieve School - PreK-8 

29015 Jamison » Livonia • 734-427-5;— 
(East of Middlebelt, between 5 Mile & Jeffries) 

MASS: Tues. 7 p. Wed.. Thurs. 9 a. 
SaL4p t Sun 11a 

St Maurice Roman Catholic Church 
32765 Lyndon • Livonia • 734-522-1616 

{between Merriman & Farmington Roads) 
MASS: Mon. 8:30 a. Fri. 8:30 a, 

Sat.'6p, Sun 9a 

( M i ' k c n i . s o r 

I HI NAMRtNt 

PI Y M O U T H C H U R C H 
O F T H E H A Z A R E N E 

I 

MVrNlH-l)'\Y 
\ n v t \ i i s i 

C h e r r y H i l l S e v e n t h - d a y 
A d v e n t i s t C h u r c h 

33144 Cherry Hill, Garden City, Mil 48135 
(1 block wesl of Vtnoy) Phone: 734-524-0SSO 

Pastor: Eddie Petreaca 
Meetings on Saturdays for? 

Early Morning Bible & Health Ctass-8 a.m. 
,i—Service-English-0:30 a.m. 

h School (all ages)-l 1:00 a.m. 
p Service-Hispanic-12:30 pm. 

Wednesdays: 
Prayer Meeting-7 p.m. 

l'KEWl!RIV4 

f e t t m v s M f Presbyterian church 
Sunday School: 9:30 a m . • Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Pastor Dr. Jimmy McGulre 

Services held at: Madonna University's Kresge Hall 
36600 Schoolcraft Road * Uvonia 

Parking lot is on N.W. comer of Levan & Schoolcraft • Nursery provided 
• i" * * ' • I . • * : r 

j 'DFNOMliVUIO.VU 

C a s u a l , C o n t e m p o r a r y , 

E x c e l l e n t C h i l d r e n ' s 

P r o g r a m 

Meets at Franklin H.S. in 
Livonia on Joy Road 

(Between Merriman and Middlebelt Roads') 
at 10:00 a.m. 
734-425-1174 

Join us hr coffee, bagels and 
donuts after the service! 

CHRIS 11 \N 
SUFNf L 

First Chuna of Christ, Scientist, Plymouth 
1169 W. Ann Arbor Ihi!, Plymouth, Ml 

734-453-0970 
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 

Wed. Evefliaglfestimony Meeting 7:30 
p.m. 

Reading Room located at church 
Saturday 12:40 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

734-453-0970 

B Y It • 
V 

P K F S i n I T R I W 

{ U . S . \ . i 
- . -I 

I W N U I K M 
l ' K L S B > T I K I \ N 

R O S E D A X E G A R D E N S 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

9601 Hubbard at W. Chicago, Livonia, Ml 
(between Merriman 8 Farmington Rds.) 

^ « u „ (734)422-0494 
£ III °* www.n>sedalegaitJensJ3rg 

™ ^j fF " Chapel Worship Service 
& Milk * 9:00 am 

Traditional Service 
f a * * 10:30 am 

WE WELCOME YOU TO A 
FULL SERVICE CHURCH 

|H St. James Presbyterian 
Church, USA 

25350 West Six Mile Rd. 
Redford (313) 534-7730 

Sunday Worship Service -10:00 AM., Sunday 
School -10:15 AM., Thursday Dinners - 6:00 RM. 

Thrift Store every Sat. 10am-2pm 
Nuisery fere Provided • Handicapped Accessible 

Rev. Paul S. Bousquette 

s s l w a r i > 
III i l l j i t ^ K n ^ ' c a ' ^ n s ^ i e " m * 

4 0 0 0 0 S i x M i l e R o a d 

"just west of 1-275' 
N o r t h v i l i e , M I 

2 4 8 - 3 7 4 - 7 4 0 0 

T r a d i t i o n a l W o r s h i p 

9 : 0 0 & 1 0 : 2 0 A . M . 

C o n t e m p o r a r y W o r s h i p 

9 : 0 0 A . M . 

Nursery & Sunday School During 
Ail Morning Worship Services 
Evening Service • 7:00 p.m. 

Service Broadcast 
11:00 A.M. Sunday 

WHUT-AM ' £ 0 
I The WMUZ Wont St.ition 

Fro jddition.il inluim.itinn 
I visil www w.irrlrhurt Ii om 

i S f e . F 

R i s e n C h r i s t L u t h e r a n 
David W. Martin, Pastor 

46250 Ann Arbor Road • Plymouth 
(1 Mile W. of Sheldon) 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 - 5 2 5 2 
Worship 8:15 & 10:45 am 
Sunday School 9:30 am 

Adult Bible Study 9:30 am 
Nursery Care Available 

WV>dnr,'-(hy 1 "ntnn Wor"hin 
Ti l l i> M inn 12. 71, J ' 

II II H.IIS4 IK IIIls( lll/tl 

- • b i 

II 1HJK\N( Ht'KCH 
W I S C O N S I N S > \ C « > 

ST. PAUL'S EV. L in 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

17810 FARMINGTON ROAD,. 
LIVONIA (734)261-1360 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
8:30 A.M.& 10:30 A.M. 

website: www.stpauls'-- - 1 

— - ^ " J 

E W S C E M L U 11 I H L R A Y 

L H U R O U N A W K I U L 

l l i i i i i i i i i l . i r l 7*5-1) loft llir I'rulay IM-IOIM- ptiMiY;ilinn. 
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D J . M a l t e s e is a f a m i l y o w n e d a n d o p e r a t e d 

b u s i n e s s s i n c e 1 9 4 6 . M x i d e a l w i t h t h e o w n e r 

( n o s a l e s m a n ) . L i c e n s e d a n d I n s u r e d . 

R e f e r e n c e s p r o v i d e d u p o n r e q u e s t . 

D.I. MALTESE 

S P E C T A C U L A R K I T C H E N S 

D . J . M A L T E S E 

Dominic J. Maltese, jr., CPE 
Office 734.737.0500, ext. 17 

Cell 734.306.0606 
email: bulldertbo@aol.com 

D.). Maltese Corporation 
Plymouth's Old Village 
886 N. Mil! Street 
Plymouth. Michigan 48170-1572 
r/\X i^A / 3 / 0 >03 
web dimaltese com 

Desisn £? Construction 
of fabulous whole house renovations, 

spectacular kitchens, incredible 
master suites, high-tech 

theater rooms, awesome 
family rooms, commerical buildings, 
new homes fi? much, much more 

i t e a v s a q u o t e f o r y o u r c o m f r u d f o n • 

p r o t e c t f r o m D J , i y V . f e e , 

jVtef)iJon Hth A d a n d -JOYS; - , • 

O n a n y h o u r s r ^ K x t e l l r c j p r o j e c t , b s f o r s y o u afejrv 
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of life issue, not an investment decision 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

1 was recently approached 
I by a couple thinking about 
I buying their first house. 
They live in an apartment and 
are looking in the $200,000-

$250,000 
price range. 
They can put 
20 percent. 
down. They 
wanted to 
know if this 
was a good 
time to buy, 
is it a good 
investment 
and what type 
of mortgage do 
I recommend? 

I believe 
homes are not necessarily 
great investments. My view 
has nothing to do with what 
has happened with the home 
market over the last couple of 
years, although it does con­
firm some of my beliefs. When 
you look at an investment you 
look at real return and houses, 
when you consider all the fac­
tors, have never been a great 
investment. 

There is no house in 
America that doesn't require 
maintenance, and eventually, 
updating to keep the house in 
good shape. In addition, even 
in more normal times when 

Business tax 
The Michigan 

Manufacturers Association 
(MMA) will offer a seminar, 
"The Michigan Business Tax 
- A Work in Progress," 10 
a.ni. to noon Friday, Feb. 8, at 
Madonna University. Chuck 
Hadden, vice president of 
government affairs for MMA, 
and tax professionals from the 
law firm Varnum, Riddering, 
Schmidt & Hewlett LLP will 
present. 

The seminar will be held at 
Madonna University at 36600 
Schoolcraft in Livonia. 

The cost is $85 for MMA 
members and $375 for non-
members. To register or for 
more information go to www. 
mma-net.org or e-mail LcAnn 
Hicks athicks@mma-net.org" 
or call (517) 487-8557-

that all insurers are required 
to keep a reserve and that Blue 
Cross's $2.6 billion in reserve is in 
keeping with industry standards 
and appropriate for a company 
paying out $1.5 billion a month in 
benefits. He said the reserve was 
to keep the company's revenue 
margin at one-tenth of 1 percent. 

Cook also defended corporate 
salaries. Cox was especially criti­
cal of the compensation package 
of more than $4.2 million paid to 

CEO Richard Whitmer in 2006. 
Cook said that figure reflected 
move than 20 years of deferred 
payments for the outgoing execu­
tive. 

changes the role of the attorney 
general but does not eliminate his 
oversight. 

"Right now what he can is call 
a hearing, object to a rate. What 
we want to do is supplant that 
existing system with what we call 
a true up," Cook said. 

Under this system, Blue Cross 
would file rates for review by the 
insurance commissioner, the 
company would also file results 
and the commissioner would 
review results to make sure 
rates are not excessive relative to 
claims payouts. 

Opponents of the legislation 
have also argued that Blue Cross 
receives $112 million a year in tax 
breaks. Cook said that estimate is 
wrong and that the Blues receive 
about $80 million in tax breaks 
because of its nonprofit status. 

"For that $80 million ben­
efit, we return more than $300 
million in doing things like 
subsidizing senior rates, group 
conversions and money we pay to 
hospitals for charity care, subsi­
dizing the MiChild program for 
Michigan, a total that adds up to 
multiples of that tax. We think it's 
a good return," Cook said. 

A study by tire Anderson 
Economic Group, commissioned 
by the Coalition for Access and 
Affordability, disputes Cook's fig­
ures. It estimates its total burden 
at $129 million. 

Hearings on the legislation 
are under way in the Michigan 
Senate's health policy committee, 

a house increase in value it's 
mostly an inflationary gain. 

That doesn't mean people 
shouldn't buy a home. 

While houses may not be 
good investments, they offer a 
great quality of life. 

As to the current market, 
there is no doubt that home 
prices have tumbled here 
and throughout the country. 
Houses are much more afford­
able than they were a few years 
ago. However, I do not believe 

we have seen the bottom of 
the market. Home prices will 
continue to decline but that 
doesn't mean I wouldn't pur­
chase a home now. 

The most important aspect 
of buying a home is the quality 
of life issue. If you find a house 
that fits your needs and will 
increase your quality of li|e, 
buy it. Even though I think 
that housing prices will con­
tinue to decline over the short 
term, it is very difficult to try 

to time the housing market. 
When it comes to financing 

a new home, there is no one 
good mortgage for everyone. 
If you are purchasing a home 
and will live in it long term, I 
would recommend a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage. The rates 
are near historic lows. 

I only recommend adjust­
able rate mortgages for some­
one who is going to live in the 
house for only a few years. 
This loan is fine for the first 

few years, but when the rate 
starts adjusting upward some 
individuals find they have 
trouble making their mortgage 
payment because they never 
understood or planned for the 
potential of a higher monthly 
payment. 

Beside the right type of 
mortgage, it is important to 
deal with the right mortgage 
person. When you obtain a 
mortgage, a good mortgage 
professional will present a 

variety of options and explain 
all the costs and fees. For a 
referral for any professional, 
e-mail Rick@bloomassetman-
agement.com.-

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometownlife.com. For more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM (1400). 
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Prices and Items Good at Your Local Kroger Store 
January 31 thru February 3,2008. 

S o m e Items may require a depos i t . 
Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or 

namm ix.m call Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS 

^ ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY; WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. 
Each of these advertised Items is required to be available for sale. If we do run out of an advertised Item, we will offer you 

your choice of a comparable Hem, when available, reflecting the same savings, or a rainchsck which will 
entitle you to purchase the advertised item at the advertised price within 30 days. Only one vendor coupon will be 

accepted per Item. Copyright 2008. The Kroger Company. No sales to dealers. 


