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Carol Poole's fate will soon 
be decided by 12 jurors. 

The trial of the Canton 
Township woman, who 
is accused of causing the 
September 2006 death of 2-
year-old foster daughter, is 
scheduled to begin Monday in 
Wayne County Circuit Court 
in Detroit. 

Poole, 42, has been charged 
with felony murder, first-
degree child abuse and invol­
untary manslaughter in the 
death of Allison Newman. 

Her attorney, Mark Satawa, 
had attempted to convince 
the court to toss out state­
ments that Poole made to 
police in the aftermath of 

Poole 

the toddler's 
injuries. After 
the child was 
rushed to 
the hospital, 
police offi­
cials say Poole 
offered mul­
tiple explana­
tions for the 
girl's inju­

ries including that she had 
bumped her head in bed, fell 
in a bathtub and fell from a 
vanity. Her last story was that 
the child accidentally fell over 
a second-story balcony during 
a game of "whirlybird." 

Poole, who has maintained 
that Allison's death was an 
accident, has the support of 
friends who say she and her 
husband were thrilled to have 

the pretty, bubbly girl in their 
,home. 

Allison's father, Kenneth 
Newman, has been recently 
released from a state prison 
and plans to attend the trial 
with his parents, Ken and 
Debbie Newman of Westland, 
who have been present at 
Poole's pre-trial hearings. 

Rebecca Worden, Kenneth 
Newman's sister, said her 
whole family, but especially 
her brother, is anticipating the 
court proceedings. 

"He's terrified," she said. 
"We all are because we are 
going to learn a lot of what we 
don't know. He is very ner­
vous." 

tIpariis@hometowrHife.corn 
(734)459-2700 

S a y i n g g o o d b y e 

L i b r a r y t o h o s t 

f o r l o n g t i m e d i r e c t o r 

BY TIFFANY L. PARKS 
STAFF WRITER 

Canton library officials are inviting the 
public to whip out the tissues with them 
when they celebrate the retirement of the 
library's longtime director, Jean Tabor, on 
Jan. 11. 

"We all know there will be some emotional 
moments,8 said Marcia Barker, Canton Public 
Library program coordinator. "(Tabor) is not 
just my boss, she's my friend." 

The celebration for Tabor, who is retiring 
after a quarter century of service, is sched­
uled from 3-5:30 p.m. in the library's com­
munity room at 1200 S. Canton Center Road. 

A former teacher, Tabor of Canton has 
been with the library since it was housed on 
the third floor of the township administra­
tion building and is credited for keeping it 
moving ahead of the times. 

"She definitely set a standard," said Jim 
Fausone, a library board member. 

Barker, who has worked alongside Tabor 
for 20 years, agreed. 

"She is the heart and soul of the library 
and her vision has made the library what it 
is," she said. "She has innovative thinking 
and she is never satisfied with the status quo. 
We are all on pins and needles and excited 

9ILL BRESLER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

This week will be longtime Canton Public Library 
director Jean Tabor's last on the job. Library officials 
are throwing her a retirement party on Jan. 11. 

to meet our new director but we will all miss 
(Tabor) 
tremendously." 

The library board has selected Eva Davis, 

Please see TABOR, A3 
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Canton Township engineer Anne Naszradi (left) and longtime Canton resident Joan Lager walk along part of the new 
trail system that is still under construction along the Lower Rouge River. Lager used to ride horses in the area. 

a z i n g a n e w k i n d o f t r a i l 

BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 

Construction crews are 
moving full speed ahead on 
Canton's latest recreational 
foray — a trajl that will tra­
verse one of the township's last 
wooded corridors and provide 
a new kind of opportunity for 
residents. 

The first phase of the Lower 
Rouge Recreation Trail, 
which will be constructed of a 
crushed stone/slag-like materi­
al, is expected to be completed 
this spring. It will run west 
along the Lower Rouge River 
from the power lines of the ITC 
corridor (near Lilley) to just 
east of Sheldon. That's a total 
of about 21/2 miles of trail. 

Ultimately, plans are for 
the trail to connect the area 
around the Summit near 
Canton Center Road all the 
way to the recreational trail 
that runs along 1-25, which 
is in the midst of current and 
planned repairs. When the new 
trail is done, users will have 
about six miles of trail to take 
advantage of. 

In addition to the trail itself, 
a trailhead area is being con­
structed off of Morton Taylor 
Road just north of Michigan 
Avenue. It will be the main 
access point for the trail. 

According to Canton engi­
neer Anne Naszradi, who is the 
project manager overseeing 

Near Lilley Road, work crews work to install new sewer pipe, which will run 
underneath the new trail along the Rouge River. 

construction of 
the new trail, a 
grand opening 

§f is planned for 
June 7 to coin­
cide withthe 
annual Rouge 
Rescue/River 
Day event, 

Naszradi 
said the new trail will give 
residents access to one of the 
most unique natural areas in 
the entire township. It is part 
of the Lower Rouge Parkway, 
county-owned park land that 
is difficult to access, especially 
in Canton, where it covers 267 
acres. 

"I'm thrilled about this. 
I've lived here 19 years, and 
most people I talk to don't 
even know this area exists in 

RECREATION TRAIL MEETING 
What: The Lower Rouge Recreation 
Advisory Group meeting 
When: 7 p.m., Jan. 9 
Where: Summit on the Park 
Meeting is open to all who want 
to be involved or learn more 
about the new recreation trail 
being constructed. It is sched­
uled to open this spring. 
More information: People can 
join the group by emailing can-
tontraiis-owner@yahoogroups. 
com. 

Canton," she said. 
Brad Sharp, who is with 

Canton Leisure Services, said 

Please see TRAIL, A8 
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BY BRAD KADRICHj 
STAFF WRITER 

Parents and friends of the two 
teenagers accused in the murder and 
beheading of a River Rouge man 
are once again free to talk about the 
case. 

Wayne County Circuit Judge 
Annette Berry lifted a gag order 
imposed in November on the fami­
lies of Jean Pierre Orlewicz and 

Alexander Letkemann by 35th 
District Judge Michael Gerou. 

The judge did, however, continue the 
gag on lawyers and law enforcement 
officials connected.to the case. 

Orlewicz, 17, a Canton High School 
senior who lives in Plymouth Township, 
and Letkemann, an 18-year-old 
WestlaDd resident and former Livonia 
Churchill student, face first-degree 
murder and mutilation of a corpse 
charges in connection with the Nov. 7 

death of 26-year-old Daniel Sorensen of 
River Rouge. 

If convicted, they face life in prison 
without possibility of parole. 

Gerou had issued the gag order Nov. 
29 after a motion made by the Wayne 
County Prosecutor's Office and sup­
ported by Orlewicz's attorney, Joseph 
Niskar. 

The motion came in the wake of a 
press conference and several publicized 
comments made by Peter Letkemann, 

Alexander's father, in support of his 
son. 

The teenagers, who are being held 
without bond, go to trial April 7-

In the same order, Berry said any nego­
tiated plea must be entered by Feb. 1. 

A call to Raymond Cassar, the lawyer 
tor Letkemann who vigorously opposed 
Gerou's original gag order, was not 
returned. 

bkadrich@riometownlife.com I (734) 459-2700 
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Defendant Jean Pierre Orlewicz, 17, 
with attorney James Thomas, was in 
35th District Court Monday. 
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Dining with the Stars closed 
out 2007with a special lun­
cheon for Livonia residents Judy 
Robitaille and her 84-year-old 
mother, June Robitaille. 

The two women dined with 
nationally prominent attor­
ney Geoffrey Fieger at the 
Farmington Hills Buddy's. It 
was the longest "star lunch" 
to date, according to Marcy 
Brontman, Buddy's spokes­
woman. 

"We had such a wonderful 
time," an enthusiastic Judy 
Robitaille wrote after the mid-
December luncheon. "He was so 
cordial and nice to my mother. 
Thank you so much for select­
ing us," she wrote, adding it was 
"one of the top five days" of her 
mother's life. 

Fieger's staff gave the women 
a tour of his newly renovated 
office in Southfield before 
heading to Buddy's courtesy 
of alimo provided by All Class 
Transportation & Limousine 
Services. 

"They were in Geoff Fieger 
heaven," Brontman said of 
Buddy's. 

"They had wine and pizza 
and lots of conversation. 
Geoff's wife, Keenie, showed 
up later in the lunch and they 
all talked some more. They 
closed out the afternoon lunch 
crowd. It was a real moment." 

June Robitaille was one of 
five finalists for lunch with 
Fieger. She was nominated by 
her daughter, Judy, who sub­
mitted the following: 

"I am entering this con­
test in hopes of surprising 
my 84-year-old mother who 
has forever been a Geoffrey 
Fieger fan. My mother's first 
name is June, as was Geoff's 
late mother, and I have a feel­
ing that my mother is a lot 
like June Fieger was. She is 
spirited, somewhat rebel­
lious and not at all afraid to 
speak the truth. When Geoff 
ran for the Democratic nomi­
nee for governor, my mother 
eagerly acted as 'lookout' 
while I scoped out strategic 
locations to place campaign 
lawn signs on his behalf. My 
mom admires him greatly and 
would be thrilled." 

In addition to lunch and 
a limo ride, June Robitaille 
received a $100 gift certifi­
cate to the Reaver Diamond 
Co. in Southfield and a dance 
exhibition courtesy of Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio in 
Bloomfield Hills. 

Buddy's donated $500 
to Childhelp in Fieger's 
name. Based in Southfield, 
Childhelp Michigan is a 

regional branch of Childhelp 
created to meet the growing 
demand for quality services 
for abused, neglected and 
at-risk youth in southeast 
Michigan. 

Buddy's Pizza reviews all 
entries for "Dining With The 
Stars" and selects the top four 
to five "fan" letters. The stars 
featured for the month make 
the final selection. 

TOM HOFFHEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

T A B O R 
FROM PAGE A l 

the former associate direc­
tor of public services for the 
Ann Arbor District Library, to 
replace Tabor. Davis officially 
started the new job on Jan. 2, 
but Tabor is staying on until 
Friday to help with her transi­
tion. 

"(Tabor) is a hard act to fol­
low," said Davis, a Plymouth 
Township resident. 

During the Celebration for 
Tabor, there will be several 
special recognitions. Those 
presentations will begin at 

4:30 p.m. 
"This is going to be bitter­

sweet for us," Barker said. 
The library, which has 

revamped under Tabor's 
watch, has 75,000 card-carry­
ing members. 

Tabor has said that she's 
leaving the library with good 
memories. 

"The staff is. wonderful and 
our volunteers have been great 
to work with," she said. "We've 
had fun together and I know 
I've had the best library job in 
the state ofMichigan." 

tlparks@nomelownIife.com 
(734)459 2700 
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Across Coolidgefrom The Somerset Collection 
3001 West Big Beaver Road • Troy, MI 48084 • 1-800-SCHUBOT 

Sunday, 12 noon to 5pm 
We will be closed Monday, January 7 th. 

*We are required to exclnde certain watch brands and designers from this event. 
At the conclusion of this spectacular event, Douglas and Sydell Sdhnbol 

will pass the operation of Schubot Jewellers to their sod Brian, 
who will continue to build on the 90-year tradition at Jules R. Schubot. 

December Dining with the Stars winner Judy Robitaille, left, and her mother 
June Robitaille share lunch with attorney Geoffrey Fieger at Buddy's Pizza in 
Farmington Hills. 
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Not your typical bank! 

BALANCES OF 
$10X)00 AND HiGHEF 
FD!C INSURED" 

ien's t h e las t t i m e y o u h a d t h i s m u c h 
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To open an account, visit your nearest branch or call 1-877-TOP-RATE. 
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Member FDIC. High Yield Savings Account Annual Percentage Yield (APY) baser! on collected balance for new personal accounts. The guaranteed rate ol 4.60% APY is for accounts with balances of $10,000 and will be paid until January 31,2008. Alter January 31.2008, accounts with balances of $10,000 or more will earn the current APY in 
effect at that time, which is 4.60% APY as of 10/06707. The blended APY for accounts wSh balances of $50,000 or rjreater is 4.60%. The blended APY for accounts with balances of $10,000 to $49,999 will earn 4.60%-APY Accounts with balances up to $9,999 earn t .00% APY. Fees may reduce earnings. See a banker for F0IC coverage amounts 
and transaction limitations. Account cannot be accessed using an ATM or Debit Card. $10,000 minimum opening deposil is required. Minimum transaction amount of $19,000 for withdrawals. Nonqualifying transaction fee of $25 each for any wNhdrawaJ under $10,000 in a statement period. All accounts and services are subject to individual approval 

APYs accurate as of 10/08/07 and may change before or after account opening. Otter valid only In Michigan. This offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time. Charter One is a division of RBS Citizens, N.A. 
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The Canton Chamber of 
Commerce is trying to gear up 
business owners and commu­
nity members for the upcom­
ing USBC Women's Bowling 
Championship tournament. 

The United States Bowling 
Congress tournament will run 
daily from April 10 to July 
6 and is expected to crank 
$43,000,000 into the area 
economy. 

The Chamber is hosting 
two informational sessions on 
Tuesday help people get ready 
for the event, especially busi­
ness owners who wold like to 

learn how to take advantage of 
economic opportunities associ­
ated with the tournament. 

The morning session starts 
at 9:30 a.m. and the afternoon 
session begins at 1:30 p.m. 
They will both take place at 
Super Bowl of Canton, 45100 
Ford. 

A Chamber representative 
said the goal of the sessions are 
to teach business owners how-
to maximize their potential 
during the tournament. 

To RSVP for one of the ses­
sions, call the Chamber at (734) 
453-4040. 
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MLK essay contest 
Express your thoughts about 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and you could win prizes in an 
essay contest for middle school 
and high school students. 

The contest is sponsored 
by the Canton Public Library, 
Friends of the Canton Public 
Library and the Canton 
Observer and is open to stu­
dents who are Canton residents 
or attend a public or private 
school within the Plymouth-
Canton school district. 

High school students can 
choose either of two topics for 
their 750-1000 word essay. 

• When you look around the 
Canton community, do you see 
any relevance to Dr. Martin 
Luther King's dream?. 

• Dr. Martin Luther King 
and Mahatma Ghandi both 
practiced some forms of civil 
disobedience. In your opinion, 
under what conditions is civil 
disobedience morally accept­
able? 

Middle school students are 
required to write 500-750 
words on either of two topics: 

• Has Dr. Martin Luther 
King's dream been realized? 

• If Dr. Martin Luther King 
were alive today, what current 
issues would he be involved in? 

U. S. Savings Bonds will be 
awarded to the first, second 
and third place finisher in 
each age category. The entry 
deadline has been extended to 
9 p.m., Jan. 13. For complete 
contest guidelines visit www. 
cantonpl.org/aboutus/cplnews/ 
kingcomp.pdf. 

Seeking out 'Young 
Marines' 

The Canton Young Marines 
are looking for a few good boys 
and girls ages 8 through 17, 
to join the unit. Upon join­
ing the Canton Young Marine 
Unit, youth undergo a 26 hour 
orientation program, spread 
out over several weekly meet­
ings. This orientation program 
is affectionately called "Boot 
Camp." The youth learn gen­
eral subjects such as history, 
customs, and courtesies, close 

CANTON CINEMA 
Goodrich "rSck&Kkrak&TkfceteOnftie 
IALITY 734-34 4-FILr. THEATERS 
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order drill, physical fitness, 
and military rank structure. 

After graduating from Young 
Marines "Boot Camp" children 
have the opportunity to learn 
more new skills, earn rank, 
wear the Young Marine uni­
form and work toward ribbon 
awards. Young Marines earn 
ribbons for achievement in 
areas such as leadership, com­
munity service, swimming, 
academic excellence, CPR, first 
aid, and drug resistance educa­
tion. 

Children from Canton and 
all surrounding communi­
ties are welcome to join. The 
group, which is not a recruiting 
tool for the military, meets at 
Summit on the Park in Canton 
every Monday evening from 
5-7:30 p.m. For more infor­
mation, contact Commander 
Charles Volker by phone at 
(734) 981-5059 or visit the Web 
site www.cantonyoungmarines. 
com. The first 25 children to 
respond will be accepted. 

'Canton Follies' auditions 
Destination Theatre will 

hold open auditions for its 
musical production of the 
'Canton Follies, a journey 
through the heyday of rock 
music and including songs 
from the 50s, 60s, and 70s . 

Open Auditions will take 
place Jan. 14-15, with sing­
ing auditions at 7:30 p.ni. and 
dancing auditions at 8:30 p.m. 
at the Village Theater at Cherry 
Hill (attend one session only). 
You may audition as a singer 
(7:30-8:30 p.m.), dancer (8:30-
9:30 p.m.) or both (7:30-9:30 
p.m.). 

Enter the Village Theater 
through the stage door (off 
Presidential Way) at the rear 
of the building. Note that some 
parking areas behind the the­
ater are restricted to area resi­
dents or theater staff. 

There is no fee to audition, 
and no participation fee for 
those cast in the show. 

Singers should prepare 16 
bars of a song that fits the 
theme of the*show (rock 'n' 

roll hits of the 50s, 60s and 
70s) , and bring sheet music 
if you have it. We may choose 
your song for the show or sug­
gest another song if you are 
cast. 

Dancers: there is no prepara­
tion necessary for the dance 
audition, but come dressed to 
move. 

For more information, send 
an e-mail to info@destination-
theatre.org. 

KNOW THE SCORE 
f;)icr;fc tiul the numlisrs in . S p o r t s * 

MIKE JONES, Trustee, 8445 
N. Canton Center Road, 
Canton, MI. 48187 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Decedent's Estate 

Estate of GLENDA A. JONES, 
Deceased, Date of Birth: July 
10,1921. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
the decedent, her estate or her 
trust will be forever barred 
unless presented to Mike 
Jones, successor trustee, within 
four (4) months after 
publication of this notice. 

Trustee: Mike Jones, 8445 N. 
Canton Center Road, Canton, 
MI, 48187 

Publish: January 6.2008 
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B A R N E T T 
555Roofing and Siding Inc. I 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 
Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 45 Years 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

Check our website lot additional specials! MikBS-marketpIace.com 

G r e a t L a k e s D e r m a t o l o g y 

M i c h a e l R . C o h e n , D.O. 

Board Certified Dermatologist Specializing in Di'mUms 
oftheSfdn,H(dr&fMk 

Invites you to visit and receive the care you deserve. 
• Skin Cancer • Eczema • Moles • Warts • Psoriasis • Hair Loss • Acne Botox • Much More 

Accepting New Patients • Aft Ages 
Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evening appts. available 

Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 lewis Drive, 
Suite 150, N<w, Michigan 48377 

greatlakesderm@yafioo.com 
OE08566205 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The All Star treatment 
Nancy Wittl of Livonia is the 
winner of the Observer & 
Eccentric and Mirror Newspapers 
'Treat Me Like An All Star' 
contest. Wittl receives a six-hour 
personal limousine service for up 
to 10 passengers courtesy of All 
Star Transportation. In addition, 
she gets a basket that includes 
gift certificates from Don Thomas 
Sporthaus and The Shirt Box, a 
Steuben crystal hand warmer 
from Schubot Jewellers and an 
assortment of the first officially 
licensed college head phones and 
remotes from North American 
Licensing Company. 

Teen overcomes, earns Eagle Scout rank 
Canton's Ronald Michael Askew, Jr. (second from left) recently achieved 
the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest honor for a member of the Boy Scouts. 
The Boy Scout Troop 854 Committee held an Eagle Scout Court of Honor 
for Ronald on Dec. 17 at St. Michael's Lutheran Church in Canton. Ronald 
has had a difficult year with the onset of Graves Disease, which last year 
went undiagnosed for his entire senior year at Canton High. He is currently 
studying illustration at the College for Creative Studies in Detroit as a 
freshman student. Ronald's Eagle Scout project consisted of refurbishing a 
Logo booth at Canton High, where he was a member of the football and track 
teams, as well as band. With the help of other volunteers, he cleaned up and 
painted the booth, which is used during athletic and other outdoor events. 
The last Eagle merit badge he worked on was a grueling, daylong 50 mile 
bike ride, which ultimately lead to completing the requirements for Eagle 
Scout. Committee members in the photo include Frank Seary (seated), and 
(back row from left) Rick Stoner, Askew, John Kolwaski, Don Ray, and Chuck 
Cheek. 

Grief support group 
The Sharing & Caring 

Coffee Hour is an ongoing 
grief support group for wid­
ows and widowers hosted by 
Heartland Hospice. The group 
is held 10-11 a.m. at Heartland 
Healthcare Center, 4701N. 
Lilley Road, Canton. 

The focus of the group is on 

the later stages of grief, with 
an emphasis on learning to live 
with the loss. 

This group is held the first 
and third Wednesday of the 
month and is open to any­
one grieving the loss of a 
spouse. There is no charge. 
For information, contact Ann 
Christensen, toll-free at (888) 
973-1145. 

ON THE AGENDA 
Van Buren Board of 
Education 

The board will hold a spe­
cial meeting/work study ses­
sion at 7 p Jn., Jan. 7 in the 
Administration Building 
Board Room, 555 W. Columbia 
Avenue, in Belleville. The board 
will discuss a new Belleville 
High School proposal and sink­
ing fund option. The board will 
also present new elementary 
boundary information; discuss 
an Alternative Education facili­
ty option and provide a strategic 
plan update. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 697-9123. 

Canton Township Board 
of Trustees 

The Canton Township 
Board of Trustees will meet 
at 7 p.m., Jan. 8 at the Canton 
Administration Building, 1150 
S. Canton Center Road 

Agenda items include: 
• Appointment to the elec­

tion board of canvassers. 
• First reading of repeal of 

chapter 2, Article IV, Division 
3, Sections 2-

181 through 2-186: Canton 
Council for Community 
Excellence (Ordinance 153). 

• Purchase copiers for 
Summit on the Park and 
Pheasant Run golf club. 

• Renew Oakland Fuel 
contract for gas and diesel for 
parks and golf maintenance. 

• Award purchase order for 
2008 Leisure Services publica­
tion, (els) 

• Consider waiving receipt 
of written proposals and 
awarding design services 
to Northwest Consultants, 
Inc. for the Van Born Road 
improvements. 

• Create and fill emergency 
management planner position. 

• Consider purchase of five 
patrol vehicle replacements 
and two Expeditions. 

I 
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F a m i l y b a l a n c e s h e e t f i r s t s t e p t o g e t t i n g o r g a n i z e d 
LAWRENCE TECH OPEN HOUSE AT SCHOOLCRAFT C0LLE6E 

Dear Rick: One of my New 
Year's resolutions is to 
be more organized when 
it comes to finances. My 
problem is I don't know 
where to start. Any ideas? 

It is a great resolution. Being 
organized will also make you 
more efficient with money. 
You will have more money in 
your pocket, exactly where it 
belongs. 

This an excellent time to get 
started because over the next 
few weeks you will receive a 
variety of financial and tax 
statements which are key in 
helping you become better 
organized. 

The first step is to do a fam­
ily balance sheet, which is a 
listing of all your assets and 
liabilities. It is hard to do any­
thing unless you know where 
you are starting from. A fam­
ily balance sheet also lets you 
monitor progress by compar-

KNOW THE SCORE 

check out the numbers in 

today'sSPORl Ssection 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

ing balance 
sheets from 
one period to 
the next. 

In prepar­
ing a personal 
balance sheet, 
don't worry 
about collect­
ibles and per­
sonal memen­
tos. Except 

"'•'•""•"••» in rare cases, 
these items 

don't need to be included. 
When preparing a fam­

ily balance sheet, be realistic 
about the value of your home. 
It's not what you think your 
house is worth, but rather 
what you can sell it for on the 
open market. Home values 
have plummeted in Michigan 
over the last few years and ' 
your balance sheet should 
reflect that. The difference 
between your assets and 

liabilities is your net worth. It 
is important to put on the list 
the amount of liabilities and 
the terms (i.e. interest rate and 
length of loan). 

While getting your financial 
house in order, I also recom­
mend you figure out what it 
costs to live for a month using 
a cash-flow statement. This is 
a listing of what comes in and 
what goes out on a monthly 
basis. It's essential to good 
financial planning to know 
what it costs to live a month. 
A cash-flow statement allows 
you to determine what your 
increased cost of living is on a 
yearly basis. 

One thing everyone should 
do is prepare a record keeping 
system. Important documents 
should be kept in one location 
and someone should know 
how to access that informa­
tion in case of an emergency. 
In addition, good record keep­

ing helps when it comes time 
to prepare a tax return. 

Getting and keeping one's 
financial house in order is 
not easy. In addition, for 
most it's not a task that they 
can assign to someone else 
or even hire someone to do. 
However, the benefits are 
substantial. 

One last note. It is impor­
tant to recognize we do not 
have as many safety nets in 
our society as we used to, so 
it's imperative to keep your 
financial house in order. 
There is no time like the 
present to get started. 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial 
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers 
can submit questions at moneymat-
ters@hometowntife.com. for more 
information, visit Rick's Web site at 
www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 
You can hear Rick from noon to 3 p.m. 
Sundays on WDTK-AM 0400). 

Lawrence Technological 
University will hold an open 
house at Schoolcraft College 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 12. 

Experienced managers who 
want to develop leadership 
skills to advance their careers 
now can earn a master's degree 
in business administration 
in just two years of Saturday 
classes at Schoolcraft. 
Prospective students can find 
out more at the open house 

at Schoolcraft's VisTaTech 
Center, 18600 Haggerty Road, 
Livonia. The admission fee will 
be waived during this event. 

The new semester begins 
Jan. 12. 

To RSVP or receive 
more information about 
these degree programs at 
Schoolcraft, contact the 
Lawrence Tech admissions 
office at (248) 204-3160 or 
admissions@ltu.edu. 

^THINKING ABOUT. . . 

•Affordable Pricing 
• 0% Financing Available 
•Extended Warranties 
• Quality Installation 

(734) 5 2 5 - 1 9 3 0 

Our 33rd Year! 
UNITED TEMPERATURE 

. 8979 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA. 

f \ T O f . ; .MC Cantor. - ?3« -155 4677 

7170Haqqerty • (S. of Joy) 

Enroll by knmty 11th & Mew u Book or Lome? Instrument Mil 

We aye Ckvuk Stkora avwt Scmtiy LaBawje. We are Kitchen Tw*te-Up. 
You've got a vision. A fresh new look for your kitchen, bath or business. 
Please allow us to help. We are the Owners of the Livonia based franchise 
of Kitchen Tune-Up.* We are the only remodeling ccnsany that offers In-Tune 
Customer Service.™ Whatever your vision, please contact us today for a free 
estimate. 313.730.2103 

wooD'aeeoNDrnoMNG * c a b i n e t r e f a c i n ' g • c u s t o m c a b : . - • 

kitchentuneup.com 313.730.2103 } csikora@kitchentuneup. com 
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F i f t h T h i r d E q u i t y F l e x l i n e " 
3 - M o n t h Intro A d j u s t s t o as low as 

4 . 4 9 & R 5 . 9 9 & R 

Take advantage of this low introductory rate to pay off bills, 
make home improvements or take a long-awaited vacation. 

It's a great way to turn today's hard-earned equity into 
more for your tomorrow. 

Cal l 1 - 8 6 6 - 5 3 - L O A N S or walk in a n y of our 

9 0 S o u t h e a s t M ich igan B a n k i n g C e n t e r locat ions today. 
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' t i t l e s t h r o u g h 

J G P e n n e y c a t a l o g 

j Q p * c o m B H I 

F i n d y o u r F i t . 

Find your ideal style & size with one of our 14,000 in~store certified Bra Fit Specialists. 

Cali today to schedule your appointment. 

To find the JCPenney store nearest you, cali 1-877-RND JCP {1-877-346-3527} or go to jcp.com! 
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T r i a l d a t e s e t f o r p a i r a c c u s e d 

o f m u r d e r , d u m p i n g b o d y 

Maurice Brantley of Canton and 
Tracy Lynch of Taylor are scheduled to 
stand trial Feb. 7 for the death of David 
John Owen. Both men are charged with 
first-degree murder and will go before 
Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Jeanne 
Stempien. 

Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor 
Christine Kowal declined to comment on 
the case but said the date of the trial may 
change. A final conference is set for Jan. 18 
before Stempien. 

Brantley and Lynch are accused of beat­
ing Owen with a shovel inside of Lynch's 
garage. Brantley is then accused of dump­
ing Owen's corpse in a grassy area off of 
Lotz Road, south ofMichigan Avenue, 
where he was later found by a township 
teen on Aug. 8. 

In his statement to police, Brantley 
admitted to hitting Owen, who had been 
living with Lynch. 

Tiffany L. Parks 

S u m m i t e m p l o y e e r e p o r t s s u s p i c i o u s m a n 

A Summit on the Park official 
reported to police Wednesday 
that a man had entered the rec­
reational facility a day earlier 
and began asking suspicious 
questions. 

The man, who approached a 
Summit employee shortly before 
1 p.m., first inquired whether 
memberships could be paid by 
credit card and then asked if 
cash was accepted. When he was 
told that both forms of payment 
were available, he began to ref­
erence the cash payments and 

COP CALLS 

asked the employee: "Aren't you 
afraid of being held up?" 

The employee did not respond 
and the man then left the build­
ing. The employee has said that 
she had never seen the man 
before and doesn't believe he is a 
Summit member. 

Bike ripped off 
A township woman has 

reported that her son's bicycle 

was stolen Monday. 
The woman said her son rode 

his Magna mountain bike to a 
friend's home on the 7 2 0 0 block 
of Parkway and stayed for an 
hour. 

When he attempted to go 
home, he discovered that his 
bike, which had been parked 
outside the residence, was gone. 

The maroon-colored bike had 
a blue bicycle chain and a lock on 
its frame. It was valued at $ 1 0 0 . 

Tiffany L. Parks 

W H E R E Y O U L I V E 
D o l l a r s s p e n t w i t h l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s s t a y i n o u r c o m m u n i t y 
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FRUJT MARKET • DELI-MEAT 
•v.,;.? Party Trays-Catering-Fruit Baskets 

Dearborn Meats9 Sara lee Pastries • Komlski • Organic Valley 
7209 Canton Center • Canton 

<at Warren * Westbrook Plaza) 
7 3 4 - 4 1 6 - 5 1 0 8 
M b r t d a y - S a r u r d a y i ^ S 

S u n d a y J Sea Mazz j 
I Cooked Shrimp \ 
\ $6,99 lb, j 
1 Atlantic Salmon 
1 $6*99 lb j 

K ing 
C r a b 

1 $ 8 . 9 9 Ib. 

Delmonico Steak 
$6,99 lb, 

NY Strip Steak 
$7,99 lb. 

1' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

j $4,99 Ib, 
\ Hard salami 
(L $&u4ajfcb ! 

$7.99 Ib* 
J Boneless 

I Chicken Breast 
L—aajtftJtu i 

OfdTyme 
Swiss Cheese 

$3.99 lb. 
American Ohfces© 

$2.99 Ib. 

M i c h i g a n E y e D o c t o r H e l p s L e g a l l y B l i n d 

Dr. Sheldon Smith fits 
special glasses to help 
those with macular 
degeneration and other 
eye conditions keep 
reading and driving. By Elena Lombari 

Most of us take things 
like reading, watching TV 
or playing cards for 
granted. But poor vision 
from conditions like 
macular degeneration, 
glaucoma, diabetes or 
cataracts makes these 
tasks difficult or even 
impossible. When people 
have insufficient vision to 
do the things they want to 
do, they have low vision. 

Today Michigan 
Optometrist Dr. Sheldon 
Smith has the answers 
many of these people have 
been seeking. Dr. Smith, a 
Low Vision Specialist, 
helps people with these 
types of eye diseases see 
better. A Fellow of the 
International Academy of 
Low Vision Specialists, Dr. 
Smith is one of a select 
group of doctors serving 
the visually impaired. 

"People don't know that 
there are experienced 
doctors who can help them 
with specialized low vision 
care," says Dr. Smith. 
"Many people are told 
by their own doctors 
that nothing more can 
be done for their eye 
condition, but there are 
ways to improve vision" 
says Dr. Smith. "We fit ' 
special devices to help 
patients meet their 
various visual goals." 

Patients often end up 
using weak, clumsy 
handheld magnifiers 
trying to help themselves 
see better. Conversely, 
Dr Smith prescribes hands 
free devices that are easier 
to use. "We use the same 

telescopic devices surgeons 
use during operations," 
says Dr. Smith. "That's 
how powerful and 
convenient they are. 

Special prismatic 
reading glasses and 
microscopes help make 
reading a little easier. 
Telescopic glasses 
primarily focus on 
distance objects like TV, 
passing neighbors or 
scenery. Telescopes can 
also be adapted to closer 
tasks like playing cards or 
computers. "Telescopes 
can even help people meet 
the vision requirement for 
driving" Dr. Smith 
explained. Michigan is one 
of the 46 states that allow 
bioptic telescopic glasses 
for driving. 

Mr. Charles Willim, age 
81, of Taylor came to get 
his driver license restored 
after macular degener­
ation reduced his vision to 
20/70. Dr. Smith fit him 
with special driving 
telescopes that improved 
his vision to 20/40. A few 
weeks later Charles 
passed his road test and is 
now a licensed driver 
again. "Those telescopic 
glasses are pretty darn 
good" he said. 

Buddy Standafer, age 70, 
of Westland had diabetic 
eye problems. He came to 
reinstate his driver license 
and read better. His 
regular vision as 20/200 
but with special driving 
telescopes he saw 20/50. 
Prismatic reading glasses 
got him reading 
newsprint. Two months 
later his license was re­
stored. "Now I see the 
traffic lights much better. 
I am happy to be on the 
road again. I tell a lot of 
people about Dr. Smith 
"Buddy said. 

Paid Advertisement 
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Buddy Standafer wearing driving 
telescopes , 

Dr. Smith also advises 
patients on using sun 
filters and nutritional 
supplements to prevent 
further vision loss. Special 
glasses and telescopes 
range in price from $600 to 
$2,500. "Every patient is 
unique, with different 
amounts of vision and 
individual goals," says Dr. 
Smith. "I strive to help 
patients resume doing 
what matters most to 
them. Meeting patient 
goals with suitable 
solutions ultimately 
improves independence 
and quality of life." 

If you or someone you 
know is struggling with 
their vision, call Dr. Smith 
to find out how low vision 
care can help. There is 
help available. You just 
need to know where to 
find it. You can reach Dr. 
Smith and Suburban Low 
Vision ofMichigan at 

1-877-677-2020 
Dr. Smith has offices in 

Livonia, Warren, Shelby 
Township and the Lansing 
area. 

Visit Suburban Low 
Vision ofMichigan at 
suburbaneyecare.com or 
find out more about the 
International Academy of 
Low Vision Specialists at 
ialvs.com. 
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M A K l N d T H E W H I T E 

IMPRESSIONS 
When ii comes to knowing ?rie 

of oil attractive r>niie, men 
are certainly no different from 
women, in fact, according to one 
recent survey, about sever? out of 
fen men indicated tftct white 
feefh and a good ha* style are 
thm two most ferpodan! facioi 

o 

whrte teeth was a critical factor 
when trying to make a groat 
impression on a cient or potenfe! 
employer. This is quire under­
standable b fight of the fact imt 
eye contact arid o pteosina. arm 
are probo&iy the first Vo things 
we notice abotf so-necne. Wor* 
aside, neorty halt the men 
surveyed indicated that wni?e 
teeth am a deciding facior for o 
second date. Ours is a unique, advanced 

designed »o provide 
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Stimulate your local economy! Dollars spent with local businesses stay in our communities! 
For More Information And To Be Connected To Your Sales Representative 

Please Caff: 734-953-2153 for Wayne County and 248-901-2500 for Oakland County 


